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PREFACE 

Few  writers  of  historical  books  can  afford  to  omit  the 
preface.     This  time-honored  personal  introduction  of  a  work 
by  the  author  has  a  distinct  mission  to  perform,  and  its 
non-performance  imperils  the  intelligence  of  the  reception 
that  will  be  given  the  volume.     There  is  a  certain  conven- 
tional programme  gone  through  by  the  maker  of  serious 
books.     His  text  in  manuscript  is  sent  to  the  printer,  who 
puts  it  into  type,  and  proofs  of  the  matter  so  set  are  sent 
**       back  to  the  writer.     After  the  author  has  read  these  proofs 
**      he  undertakes  to  pen  last  of  all  the  opening  pages  of  his 
i       book — in  short,  he  writes  a  preface  in  which  he  endeavors 
^      to  tell,  not  what  is  in  the  book,  but  what  he  meant  to 
f^       put  there.     Because  of  this  preface,  the  critic — who  is  the 
only  man  called  upon  to  fathom  the  meaning  of  the  book — 
is  saved  the  necessity  of  reading  the  text  proper.     Thus 
it  will  readily  be  seen  that  the  wise  historical  writer  by 
lightening  the  burden  of  his  critic  very  discreetly  prejudices 
that  judge  in  his  favor. 

And  even  the  author  of  "Governors  of  Maryland"  had  a 
purpose  in  mind  when  he  started  upon  the  work  which  here 
appears.     He  undertook  to  write  a  series  of  intimate  and 


o  critical  sketches  of  Maryland's  state  governors.     He  aimed 

"    to  paint  as  a  background  for  each  biography  some  phase  of 

A  the  political,  economic  or  social  life  of  the  commonwealth 

*   contemporaneous  with  the  particular  character  studied,  and 

y~i  pertinent  to  a  full  understanding  of  this  character's  public 

career.     He  knew,  of  course,  that  in  a  local  field  of  the  sort 

he  had  chosen  he  would  be  subjected  to  the  special  plead- 

i 


Vlll  PREFACE 

ings,  the  biased  assertions,  and  the  unreasonable  protests  of 
many  descendants  of  Marylanders  falling  under  the  scope 
of  his  book,  and  he  resolved  to  hear  and  weigh  their  claims, 
but  to  hold  nothing  sacred  in  his  final  conclusions  but  the 
truth.  Out  of  these  rather  pretentious  aims  grew  this  simple 
volume. 

One  distinction,  at  least,  must  be  given  this  work  among 
the  historical  volumes  dealing  with  Maryland  subjects; 
its  author  purposely  refrains  from  naming  in  his  preface 
those  who  aided  him  in  his  work;  he  also  willfully  neglects 
to  supply  a  list  of  his  authorities.  Ungrateful,  indeed, 
would  be  the  author  were  he  here  to  print  the  names  of 
those  kindly  persons  who  have  made  easy  his  search  for 
data,  since  by  so  doing  he  would  invite  other  writers  to 
impose  upon  their  kindness.  As  to  sources — too  often  the 
historical  writer  is  tempted  to  copy  a  page  or  two  or  three 
of  some  bibliography  and  offer  it  as  his  authorities.  But  the 
writer  of  this  work  will  not  hold  any  other  author  or  any 
book  responsible  for  his  statements  or  misstatements,  for  he 
has  drawn  his  data  not  only  from  books,  but  newspapers, 
legislative  journals,  letters,  private  diaries,  his  own  imagina- 
tion and,  in  a  few  isolated  cases,  the  gossip  of  old  women. 
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THOMAS  JOHNSON 

It  is  fashionable,  perhaps  because  pleasant,  to  regard 
the  American  Revolution  as  a  general  uprising  of  abused 
colonists,  who  sought  to  free  themselves  from  a  foreign 
yoke  which  had  become  so  burdensome  that  it  could  no 
longer  be  borne.    But  this  view  does  not  take  into  account 
hesitating  conservatives,  lukewarm  temporizers  and  God- 
fearing loyal  British  subjects.     When  the  struggle  that  bore 
the  American  nation  came,  there  was  more  than  a  little  dis- 
sension among  the  colonists  of  Maryland,  as  well  as  of  the 
twelve  other  provinces,  regarding  the  questions  at  issue. 
Many   good   people  were  either  moderately   opposed  to 
revolt,  or  else  determinedly  and  conscientiously  in  favor  of 
a  continuance  of  British  domination.     The  colonists  who 
joined  the  Continental  army  were  not  all  heroes,  nor  were 
those  who  opposed  the   Revolution  necessarily  cowards. 
That  tory  who,  holding  England  in  the  right,  was  willing, 
though  surrounded  by  a  host  of  revolutionists,  to  adhere  to 
his  faith  was  decidedly  more  of  a  man  than  the  average 
American  history  has  been  inclined  to  paint  him.     Though 
these  facts  combat  popularized  tradition,  they  do  not  take 
one  whit  from  the  glory  that  envelopes  the  Revolutionary 
period  of  American  history;  indeed,  they  accentuate  its 
brightness,  for  they  show  that  in  the  legislative  hall  as  on 
the   field   of   battle,  men  opposed  men;   that  gentlemen 
who  fought  against  England  had  cause   for   some  com- 
punction in  opposing  gentlemen  who  supported  England's 
claim;  that  all  the  valor  and  all  the  courage  were  not  on  one 
side,  but  that  both  parties,  and  in  fact,  even  those  who  for 
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2  GOVERNORS    OP   MARYLAND 

conscience  sake  remained  neutral,  had  their  virtues  as  well 
as  their  vices,  their  heroes  as  well  as  their  traitors. 

The  conventional  fife-and-drum  history  of  the  American 
struggle  for  independence  is  responsible  for  a  total  eclipsing 
of  the  true  story  of  that  conflict,  for  fife  and  drum  were  but 
the  accompaniments  of  combats  of  intellect  in  legislative 
halls,  and  of  herculean  warfare  waged  by  civilians  to 
arouse  the  widespread  dormant  patriotism  to  conscious- 
ness. To  the  soldier  who  fired  a  musket  has  been  given 
due  credit,  but  the  plain-clad  civilian  who  roused  him  to 
action,  who  put  a  musket  in  his  hand,  and  who  reared  a 
structure  of  government  over  his  head  while  he  slept  at 
night,  has  been  given  no  other  reward  than  oblivion.  The 
destructive  forces  which  engaged  in  casting  down  the  author- 
ity of  Great  Britain  are  made  to  stand  out  in  bold  relief  upon 
the  pages  of  history,  but  the  constructive  forces,  which  were 
the  backbone  of  the  country's  hope,  are  hidden  from  view 
by  false  shadows.  When  investigation  dissipates  these 
shadows,  then  is  revealed  the  true  greatness  of  Maryland's 
first  state  governor.  While  the  struggle  to  sustain  the 
Declaration  was  going  on,  the  colonies  set  about  to  establish 
their  individual  governments.  In  Maryland  affairs  were 
first  intrusted  to  a  committee,  but  there  was  soon  established 
another  form  of  government  that  consisted  of  a  legislative 
and  an  executive  body,  and  when  the  time  came  for  the 
election  of  the  first  governor  the  legislative  body  chose 
Thomas  Johnson,  whose  fame  at  that  time  outshone  that  of 
many  of  his  fellow-citizens  whose  names  have  since  com- 
pletely overshadowed  his  own.  The  waning  of  Mr.  Johnson's 
fame  was  due  to  his  greatest  virtue — his  modesty.  The 
army  coveted  the  courage  which  his  presence  brought;  the 
legislature  claimed  the  wisdom  of  his  intellect;  the  bench, 
sought  the  soundness  of  his  judgment,  and  to  each  he  gave 
what  was  asked,  but  never  thought  to  husband  his  reputa- 
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tion  so  that  posterity  might  give  him  a  place  of  glory  in 
the  story  of  the  nation  which  he  so  largely  helped  to  make. 
The  grandfather  of  the  governor,  also  named  Thomas 
Johnson,  came  to  America  from  Porte  Head,  Yarmouth, 
England,  in  the  latter  quarter  of  the  seventeenth  century  in 
somewhat  romantic  fashion.  He  had  become  enamored  of 
a  Miss  Mary  Baker,  who  was  denied  the  privilege  of  marry- 
ing, because  she  was  a  chancery  ward.  Mr.  Johnson,  how- 
ever, holding  love  as  dear  a  thing  as  reverence  for  unjust 
statutes,  eloped  to  the  New  World  with  the  young  woman. 
The  refugees  settled  at  St.  Leonards,  where  was  born  to 
them  a  son,  who  also  was  named  Thomas  Johnson.  This 
son  was  married  to  Miss  Dorcas  Sedgewick,  of  whose  twelve 
children  the  fifth  was  Thomas  Johnson,  Maryland's  first 
state  governor,  who  was  born  at  St.  Leonards  on  Novem- 
ber 4, 1 73  2.  From  youth  Johnson  came  in  contact  with  men 
of  learning.  He  became  a  resident  of  Annapolis  and  was 
reared  in  the  office  of  the  provincial  court.  He  studied  law 
in  the  office  of  Counselor  Bordley,  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  at  the  Maryland  bar.  His  career  from  then  on  was 
cast  among  the  mighty  minds  of  the  state.  He  took  from 
the  radicals  their  righteous  fire  without  their  unbridled 
passion;  from  the  tories  their  wisdom  without  their  arro- 
gance, and  thus  he  grafted  into  his  own  character  the  best 
qualities  of  both  parties.  It  is  possible  that  the ' '  fire-eaters' ' 
of  the  legislature  did  not  look  with  entire  approval  upon 
the  man  who  could  discuss  quietly  things  that  they  argued 
only  with  raised  voices  and  clenched  fists.  John  Adams, 
who  was  to  become  president,  advanced  the  opinion  that 
"Johnson,  of  Maryland,  has  a  clear  and  cool  head.  *  *  * 
He  is  a  deliberating  man,  but  not  a  shining  orator;  his  pas- 
sion and  imagination  do  not  appear  enough  for  an  orator;  his 
reason  and  penetration  appear,  but  not  his  rhetoric."  But 
the  able  Marylander  lacked  that  fire  that  Adams  thought 
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essential  only  because  he  scornfully  discarded  it.  When  the 
American  Revolution  began,  Thomas  Johnson  was  already 
a  man  of  wide  repute  throughout  the  other  colonies.  At 
thirty  years  of  age  he  had  been  elected  to  represent  Anne 
Arundel  county  in  the  assembly,  and  there  opposed  the  stamp 
act.  When  the  colonists  became  displeased  at  tfye  arbitrary 
views  of  Governor  Eden  regarding  separate  fees  for  every 
act  of  state  officials,  Johnson  was  chosen  to  present  an 
address  warning  his  excellency  of  the  dangers  of  his  course. 

In  1768  Mr.  Johnson  was  appointed  one  of  a  committee 
to  draft  a  petition  remonstrating  with  the  king  of  England 
because  of  unjust  taxations.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Annapolis  convention  of  1774,  and  was  named — with 
Matthew  Tilghman,  Robert  Goldsborough,  William  Paca 
and  Samuel  Chase — as  a  deputy  from  the  province  to  attend 
a  general  congress  of  deputies  to  effect  a  common  plan  of 
conduct  for  the  relief  of  Boston  and  the  preservation  of 
American  liberties.  By  repeated  election  he  served  as  a 
delegate  to  the  Continental  congress,  1774-77.  On  Octo- 
ber 2,  1774,  when  a  resolution  was  passed  by  congress  that 
an  address  to  the  crown  should  be  prepared,  Mr.  Johnson 
was  selected,  with  Richard  Henry  Lee,  John  Adams  and 
Patrick  Henry,  to  write  it;  and  in  December  of  that  year  he 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  provincial  committee^  of 
correspondents,  and  also  as  a  member  of  the  council  of 
safety.  Through  his  influence  the  deputies  from  Mary- 
land in  congress  were  permitted,  June  28,  1776,  to  declare 
independence  of  Great  Britain;  and  it  was  he  who,  on 
June  15,  1775,  nominated  George  Washington  for  com- 
mander-in-chief of  all  the  Continental  forces. 

When  the  American  colonies  were  preparing  for  the  on- 
slaught that  was  sure  to  follow  a  declaration  of  independ- 
ence, Mr.  Johnson  was  among  the  most  active  organizers 
for  resistance  in  Maryland.    On  May  21,   1776,  he  was 
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reelected  to  congress,  but  he  tarried  at  home,  creating 
armed  forces  out  of  tillers  of  the  soil  and  clerks  from  the 
counting  room.  He  was  elected  senior  brigadier-general 
of  provincial  forces  early  in  1776  and  organized  and  per- 
sonally led  the  "Flying  Camp" — a  regiment  of  1800  sol- 
diers— which  went  to  Washington's  relief  during  his  retreat 
through  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  man  of  wealth, 
and  his  fortune  permitted,  while  his  devotion  prompted, 
him  to  contribute  largely  for  the  military  defense  not 
only  of  his  province,  but  of  the  country  at  large.  With 
the  glory  of  a  military  career  awaiting  him,  the  very  people 
who  loved  him  most  were  instrumental  in  diverting  his 
career  back  to  the  old  life  in  the  council  halls,  thus  robbing 
him  of  a  place  among  the  lauded.  On  July  4,  1776,  when 
Johnson  was  elected  by  the  convention  as  a  deputy  from 
the  province  to  the  Continental  congress,  the  members  of 
that  body  went  on  record  in  a  resolution  as  believing  that 
hi§  services  were  of  more  importance  in  congress  than  in 
the  field,  and  that  his  place  could  be  supplied  with  less 
inconvenience  in  the  military  than  in  the  civil  department. 
The  first  state  constitution  of  Maryland  called  for  an 
immediate  election  of  a  governor  by  the  two  branches 
of  the  legislature.  Accordingly,  on  February  13,  1777,  the 
two  houses  were  canvassed  and  Thomas  Johnson  received 
forty  votes,  while  the  remaining  ballots  were  scattered 
among  his  opponents,  Samuel  Chase  receiving  nine,  and 
Matthew  Tilghman,  George  Plater  and  William  Paca  one 
each.  The  newly  elected  governor  was  inaugurated  with 
great  pomp  on  Friday,  March  21,  1777.  The  official  cere- 
monies of  inducting  him  into  office  were  observed  in  the 
state  house  at  Annapolis.  The  soldiery  drawn  up  for 
review  on  the  lawn,  fired  three  volleys,  and  a  salute  of  thir- 
teen rounds  was  fired  by  the  batteries.  A  night  of  gayeties 
followed  the  inauguration,  the  state  ball  reviving  memories 
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of  the  brilliant  entertainments  that  had  won  for  Annapolis 
international  renown  in  the  days  preceding  the  Revolution. 
In  the  summer  of  that  year  the  British  forces  under  Admiral 
Howe  made  their  appearance  in  the  Chesapeake,  and  Gov- 
ernor Johnson  issued  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  called 
upon  the  people  to  lend  their  aid.  "To  defend  our  liberties 
requires  our  exertions;  our  wives,  our  children  and  our 
country  implore  our  assistance — motives  amply  sufficient 
to  arm  everyone  who  can  be  called  a  man." 

There  was  here  no  mincing  of  words,  and  at  the  same  time 
there  was  disclosed  the  high  place  which  home  held  in  Mr. 
Johnson's  regard.  On  February  16,  1766,  he  had  married 
Miss  Ann  Jennings,  daughter  of  Judge  Thomas  Jennings,  of 
Annapolis.  The  home  that  he  gained  by  his  marriage 
always  held  first  place  in  his  affection.  When  in  later 
years  there  came  a  question  as  to  which  should  be  sacrificed, 
the  demands  of  home  or  the  claims  of  fortune,  Johnson  did 
not  hesitate  in  deciding.  Mr.  Johnson  voted  for  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  on  July  4,  1776,  but  on  the  second 
of  August — when  the  document  was  to  be  signed — there 
was  illness  in  his  family  and  he  remained  at  home.  Having 
helped  to  make  the  Declaration  a  fact,  he  permitted  himself 
to  be  deprived  of  the  honor  that  came  to  those  who  placed 
to  it  their  signatures,  in  order  that  he  might  respond  to  a 
call  from  home  for  the  comfort  of  his  presence.  As  a  con- 
sequence the  name  of  Thomas  Johnson  is  not  among  those 
©f  the  signers. 

1  The  term  of  governor  in  the  early  days  of  Maryland's  life 
as  an  independent  state  was  for  one  year  only  and  a  governor 
was  not  eligible  for  reflection  to  more  than  three  consecu- 
tive terms.  Mr.  Johnson  was  twice  reelected  without 
opposition.  In  1779  he  was  succeeded  by  Thomas  Sim  Lee, 
and  the  following  year  Johnson  was  again  elected  deputy 
to  the  provincial  congress,  October,  1780.    A  few  months 
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later  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  house  of  delegates.  It 
was  through  his  instrumentality  that  the  deputies  from 
Maryland  were  instructed  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  articles  of 
confederation,  Maryland  having  at  first  refused  to  join  in 
the  confederation  unless  Virginia  should  agree  to  release 
all  lands  west  of  the  Ohio  River.  Johnson  also  labored 
faithfully  for  the  adoption  by  Maryland  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  as  soon  as  the  ratification 
of  the  constitution  was  assured  he  rallied  to  the  sup- 
port of  General  Washington  for  president.  Mr.  Johnson 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  congress  from  1781 
to  1787.  In  1789  President  Washington  tendered  him 
the  office  of  United  States  district  judge,  which  he  declined. 
On  April  20,  1790,  he  was  appointed  chief  judge  of  the 
general  court  of  Maryland,  surrendering  the  office  Novem- 
ber 7,  1 791,  that  he  might  assume  the  duties  of  associate 
judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  to  which 
position  he  had  been  appointed.  On  the  resignation  of 
Chief  Judge  Rutledge  some  years  later,  Washington  endeav- 
ored to  persuade  Mr.  Johnson  to  accept  this  post,  but  with- 
out success. 

When  Edmund  Randolph  resigned  the  portfolio  of  state 
in  1795  President  Washington  invited  Mr.  Johnson  to  . 
become  a  member  of  his  official  family.  "The  office  of 
secretary  of  state  is  vacant,"  he  wrote,  "occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Randolph.  Will  you  accept  it?  You 
know  my  wishes  of  old  to  bring  you  into  the  administra- 
tion. Where,  then,  is  the  necessity  of  repeating  them? 
*  *  *  No  time  more  than  the  present  ever  required  the  aid 
of  your  abilities.  *  *  *"  Mr.  Johnson's  letter  of  declina- 
tion reveals  the  extreme  modesty  which  worked  such  havoc 
with  his  fame.  "  I  feel  real  concern  that  my  circumstances 
will  not  permit  me  to  fill  the  important  office  you  pro- 
pose to  me,"  he  wrote.     "  I  am  far  from  being  out  of  humor 
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with  the  world  on  my  own  account;  it  has  done  me  more 
than  justice  in  estimating  my  abilities,  and  more  justice 
than  common  in  conjecturing  my  motives.  I  feel  nothing 
of  fear,  either,  in  hazarding  again  the  little  reputation  I 
may  have  acquired,  for  I  am  not  conscious  of  having  sought 
or  despised  applause;  but,  without  affectation,  I  do  not 
think  I  could  do  credit  to  the  office  of  secretary.  I  cannot 
persuade  myself  that  I  possess  the  necessary  qualifications 
for  it,  and  I  am  sure  I  am  too  old  to  expect  improvement. 
My  strength  declines,  and  so  too,  probably,  will  my  mental 
powers  soon.  My  views  in  this  world  have  been  some  time 
bounded  to  my  children.  They  yet,  for  a  little  while,  may 
have  me  to  lean  on.  Being  constantly  with  them  adds  to 
their  happiness  and  makes  my  chief  comfort." 

That  Mr.  Johnson  was  altogether  sincere  in  his  profession 
of  no  concern  about  his  fame,  is  certified  beyond  question 
by  the  confession  of  his  granddaughter  some  years  later 
that  "We  have  a  few  of  General  Washington's  letters  to 
grandpa,  but  he  purposely  destroyed  all  confidential  letters 
before  his  death."  American  history  contains  no  parallel 
of  such  indifference  to  that  common  desire  of  mankind  for 
-  fame.  In  his  later  years  Governor  Johnson  lived  in  retire- 
ment at  Rose  Hill,  in  Frederick.  And  here  on  October  26, 
1 819,  in  the  eighty-seventh  year  of  his  age,  Governor  John- 
son died.  A  more  fitting  comment  on  his  life  at  large  can- 
not be  found  than  that  recorded  by  Esmeralda  Boyle:  "  No 
man  did  more  for  the  advancement  of  liberty's  cause,  yet 
among  the  recorded  names  of  American  heroes  how  seldom 
do  we  find  his  name!  Few  men  of  Maryland's  struggling 
days  did  so  much  toward  furnishing  material  for  the  history 
of  Maryland,  yet  how  has  history  forgotten  him!" 
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THOMAS  SIM  LEE 

It  was  many  years  after  the  adoption  by  Maryland  of  a 
state  constitution  before  anything  approaching  republi- 
canism was  infused  into  the  government.  During  the  first 
years  of  liberty  the  people,  as  if  by  common  consent,  sub- 
mitted to  a  reign  of  aristocracy.  Although  in  time  advo- 
cates of  a  truly  democratic  government  arose  and  ulti- 
mately defeated  the  aristocrats,  still  a  political  history  of 
Maryland's  earliest  days,  just  as  a  history  of  her  earliest 
state  governors,  must  be  concerned  largely  with  those  who 
supported  policies  looking  to  the  governing  of  the  many 
by  a  few.  Although  Thomas  Johnson,  the  first  governor, 
may  be  regarded  as  a  democratic  statesman,  when  the  time 
came  for  selecting  his  successor  the  political  leaders  of  the 
state  did  not  seem  to  desire  to  place  the  reins  of  government 
in  the  hands  of  one  entertaining  republican  principles.  There 
was  at  this  time  an  uncertainty  in  the  public  mind  as  to  the 
form  of  government  which  would  be  best  adapted  for  the  peo- 
ple of  Maryland,  and  that  wavering  is  reflected  in  the  choice 
of  a  successor  to  Johnson.  Two  candidates  for  governor  were 
before  the  legislature  in  1779 :  Col.  Edward  Lloyd,  of  Talbot 
county,  and  Thomas  Sim  Lee.  On  November  8,  the  two 
houses  cast  their  ballots,  and  Lee  was  chosen.  As  governor, 
Mr.  Lee  attained  great  popularity,  due  largely  to  the  fact 
that  his  views  coincided  to  a  remarkable  degree  with  those 
of  the  people  of  his  day,  especially  the  leaders.  By  his  life, 
therefore,  are  revealed  the  general  sentiments  of  his  contem- 
poraries upon  matters  of  government,  and  those  senti- 
ments are  far  from  republican.    Governor  Lee  was  a  patriot ; 
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he  labored  cheerfully  and  untiringly  for  the  success  of  the 
Revolutionary  forces;  but  the  characteristic  that  attracts 
the  greatest  notice  is  not  his  patriotism,  but  his  strong 
leaning  toward  aristocracy. 

.  Thomas  Sim  Lee  was  born  in  Prince  George's  county, 
October  29,  1745.  He  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Christiana 
(Sim)  Lee  and  great-grandson  of  Richard  Lee,  the  cavalier 
of  Shropshire,  who  came  to  America  during  the  reign  of 
Charles  I,  and  settled  in  Virginia.  There  was  this  difference 
between  Governor  Lee  and  his  predecessor  in  office:  Mr. 
Johnson  had  won  fame  before  he  became  governor,  and 
he  gave  to  the  executive  office  more  honor  than  he  took 
from  it,  while  Lee  entered  upon  the  duties  of  governor  with- 
out previously  having  accomplished  a  great  deal,  and  it  was 
his  administration  of  that  office  almost  entirely  that  won 
him  a  place  among  the  state's  celebrities.  At  the  opening 
of  the  Revolution  Mr.  Lee  was  a  moderately  ardent  advo- 
cate of  armed  opposition,  but  he  had  not  attracted  wide 
attention.  In  1 7  7  7  he  began  his  career  in  public  service  as  a 
member  of  the  provincial  council  of  Maryland.  His  first 
position  of  importance,  however,  was  that  of  governor,  and 
he  performed  the  duties  devolving  upon  that  office  with  sig- 
nal success,  as  is  certified  by  the  frequency  with  which  he 
was  reelected. 

In  the  opening  years  of  Maryland's  existence  as  a  state, 
the  executive  was  granted  but  comparatively  small  author- 
ity. The  position  then  was  far  less  influential  than  the 
growth  of  the  republican  spirit  made  it  in  later  years,  for  the 
executive  was,  in  a  way,  the  social  head  of  the  state  rather 
than  its  governmental  head.  The  social  requirements  of 
the  executive  office  were  so  much  emphasized  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  that  Governor's  Lee's 
popularity  must  be  credited  to  a  great  extent  to  his  social 
performances.     At  the  same  time  the  social  aspects  of  his 
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governorship  should  not  be  permitted  to  hide  his  intrinsic 
worth  as  a  patriot. 

Governor  Lee  began  his  first  term  of  office  at  a  time  when 
the  nation  was  facing  a  crisis.  The  army  was  in  a  precarious 
condition;  the  ranks  were  being  reduced  by  desertion  and 
there  was  little  to  arrest  the  discouraging  process  of  decrease. 
Governor  Lee's  first  official  act  practically  was  the  issuance 
of  a  proclamation  for  the  collection  of  provisions  for  the 
ragged  army.  The  governor  received  a  letter  from  General 
Washington  early  in  the  year  1780  regarding  a  call  that  had 
been  made  on  "the  several  states  for  specific  quantities  of 
provisions,  rum  and  forage  for  the  army."  And  Governor 
Lee  left  no  stone  unturned  in  his  labors  to  secure  the  required 
supplies.  Later  there  came  from  Washington  an  appeal 
for  additional  troops,  and  the  general  assembly,  encouraged 
by  the  governor,  responded:  "We  purpose  to  exert  our 
utmost  efforts  to  raise  2000  regulars  to  serve  during  the 
war."  These  utmost  efforts  sent  2065  fighting  men  to  the 
Continental  army.  In  the  early  months  of  1781  Governor 
Lee  rendered  considerable  aid — and  with  it  encourage- 
ment— to  Lafayette  and  the  forces  under  him  then  journey- 
ing southward  through  the  state. 

Maryland  was  frequently  called  upon  by  the  Continental 
government  for  much  needed  assistance.  In  reply  to  such 
a  plea  Governor  Lee  wrote  Robert  Morris,  in  August, 
1 781:  "Every  thing  that  is  within  our  power  and  within 
the  exhausted  abilities  of  this  state  shall  be  done  cheerfully 
and  immediately  to  promote  and  render  effectual  the  expe- 
dition which  his  Excellency  General  Washington  has  formed 
against  the  British  in  Virginia,  in  which  we  are  fully  sensi- 
ble the  care  and  safety  of  this  state  in  particular  is  deeply 
interested."  And  proof  of  the  fulfillment  of  that  promise 
is  given  by  Washington's  letter  to  Lee:  "  Give  me  leave  to 
return  to  you  my  sincerest  thanks  for  your  exertions  on  the 
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present  occasion.  The  supplies  granted  by  the  state  are  so 
liberal  that  they  remove  any  apprehension  of  want."  And 
a  short  while  later  (in  October)  General  Washington  again 
wrote  the  chief  magistrate  of  Maryland:  "My  present 
engagements  will  not  allow  me  to  add  more  than  my  congrat- 
ulations on  the  happy  event  [alluding  to  the  surrender  of 
the  British  army  at  Yorktown]  and  to  express  the  high 
sense  I  have  of  the  powerful  aid  which  I  have  derived  from 
the  state  of  Maryland  in  complying  with  my  every  request 
to  the  executive  of  it."  These  signal  services  of  Governor 
Lee  to  the  cause  of  liberty  entitle  him  to  a  high  place  among 
the  patriots  of  the  nation. 

The  legislature  elected  a  successor  to  Governor  Lee  on 
November  22,  1782,  and  at  the  same  time  adopted  a  series 
of  resolutions  commending  the  retiring  executive.  Upon 
relinquishing  the  gubernatorial  office  Mr.  Lee  was  elected 
delegate  to  the  Continental  congress,  in  which  he  served  in 
1783  and  1784.  He  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  constitu- 
tional convention  of  1787,  but  declined  to  serve;  in  1788, 
however,  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  state  convention 
which  ratified  the  constitution.  Mr.  Lee  was  again  elected 
governor  of  Maryland  in  1792,  following  George  Plater  in 
office.  His  second  administration  covered  two  years,  from 
1792  to  1794,  and  witnessed  as  one  of  its  most  important 
issues  the  so-called  "whiskey  insurrection."  In  1794  the 
residents  of  Western  Pennsylvania  and  parts  of  Maryland 
opposed  the  government  in  its  endeavors  to  collect  revenue 
from  the  distillers  of  domestic  alcoholic  drinks.  The  insur- 
rection assumed  serious  proportions,  and  the  governors  of 
several  states,  including  Maryland,  were  called  upon  to 
supply  troops  to  war  against  the  revolters.  By  prompt 
action  the  enemies  of  the  federal  government  were  defeated 
before  the  spirit  of  revolt  against  the  central  government 
had  been  permitted  to  spread.    During  Governor  Lee's 
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second  term  he  was  active  in  reorganizing  the  state  militia. 
At  the  close  of  his  service  as  governor,  in  1794,  Mr.  Lee 
established  a  winter  home  in  Georgetown,  D.  C.  His 
house  became  the  headquarters  for  members  of  the  federal 
party,  an  organization  which  Lee  heartily  supported. 
He  was  elected  to  the  United  States  senate  in  1794*  and  in 
November,  1798,  was  unanimously  chosen  governor  of 
Maryland  for  what  would  have  made  his  third  administra- 
tion as  the  state's  executive,  but  he  declined  both  honors. 

Governor  Lee  was  married  on  October  27,  1771,  to  Miss 
Mary  Digges,  whose  father — Ignatius  Digges — was  a  rich 
landowner  of  Prince  George's  county.  The  young  couple 
soon  after  took  up  their  residence  in  Frederick  county, 
where  Lee  purchased  an  estate  of  more  than  1500  acres  and 
turned  farmer  on  a  large  scale.  The  wife  of  the  governor — 
known  to  history  as  Mrs.  Mary  Lee — was  active  during  the 
years  of  the  Revolution  in  making  clothing  for  the  troops 
and  in  performing  other  patriotic  services.  There  were 
four  sons  and  six  daughters  in  the  Lee  family.  Governor 
Lee  died  at  his  Frederick  county  home,  Needwood,  on 
November  9,  18 19,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his  age. 
Posterity  is  forced  to  draw  its  own  conclusions  as  to  the 
personal  appearance  of  Thomas  Sim  Lee.  He  is  reputed  to 
have  been  a  very  handsome  man,  but  left  no  portrait  of 
himself.  Word  pictures,  therefore,  are  the  only  ones  of 
Maryland's  second  governor  left  to  the  reader,  and  these, 
in  addition  to  writing  him  down  as  a  handsome  man,  relate 
that  he  was  six  and  a  third  feet  high,  and  that  every  inch 
of  him  was  "magnificently  proportioned." 
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When  the  historian  attempts  to  price  the  services  of  a 
war  politician,  his  folly  leads  him  into  a  labyrinth  of  uncer- 
tainties from  which  he  will  find  it  very  difficult  to  extricate 
himself.  The  average  statesman  may  be  measured  ac- 
cording to  accepted  standards,  his  labors  all  labeled  and 
their  value  correctly  calculated.  The  military  leader  is  also 
easily  disposed  of.  Data  concerning  his  army  and  the 
opposing  troops  are  available;  the  exact  positions  of  the 
contending  forces  may  be  finely  worked  out,  and  all  his 
conflicts  reduced  to  mathematical  proportions.  But  with 
the  war  politician  the  order  of  things  is  altogether  reversed ; 
nothing  is  tangible,  everything  is  vaguer  What  has  been 
accomplished,  so  much  is  certain;  but  how  it  was  accom- 
plished must  always  remain  a  quantity  of  unknown  value. 
The  people — that  is,  the  masses — may  have  been  full  charged 
for  action  long  before  the  leader  came,  needing  only  an 
oratorical  spark  from  him  to  ignite  their  concealed  passion; 
on  the  other  hand,  at  his  coming  they  may  have  been 
altogether  opposed  to  the  things  he  advocated,  making  it 
necessary  for  him  to  prepare  them  for  his  doctrine  before 
attempting  to  impart  it,  or  his  lot  may  have  been  cast  where 
existing  conditions  were  any  one  of  a  hundred  varieties 
between  these  two  extremes.  It  is  essential  that  cognizance 
be  taken  of  this  futility  of  attempting  to  weigh  accurately 
the  influence  of  war  politicians,  in  order  to  be  safeguarded 
from  wrongly  estimating  the  worth  to  his  state  of  Maryland's 
third  governor,  and  with  that  cognizance  there  may  come 
a  disinclination  to  form  any  estimate  at  all. 
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When  the  time  arrived  for  electing  a  successor  to  Gov- 
ernor Leef(  the  general  assembly  nominated,  in  November, 
1782,  St.  John  Jenifer  and  William  Paca  as  candidates  for 
state  executive.  Mr.  Paca  was  elected,  and  the  legislature 
thus  put  the  administrative  affairs  of  the  commonwealth  in 
the  hands  of  a  war  politician.  William  Paca  was  born  at 
Wye  Hall,  the  country  seat  of  the  Pacas  in  Harford  county, 
on  October  31,  1740.  The  governor's  father,  John  Paca, 
who  had  early  settled  in  Maryland,  held  office  under  the  pro- 
prietary governors.  His  independent  f  ortune  enabled  him  to 
give  William,  who  was  his  second  son,  a  more  thorough  educa- 
tion than  was  enjoyed  by  most  youths  of  pre-Revolutionary 
days.  At  home  the  boy  received  careful  guidance  in  the  cus- 
tomary branches  of  classical  instruction,  and  he  was  afterward 
sent  to  Philadelphia  to  complete  his  academic  studies.  At 
the  Philadelphia  College — the  nucleus  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania — Mr.  Paca  took  his  bachelor's  degree  on  June 
8,  1759.  In  the  same  year  he  began  to  read  law  under 
Stephen  JJordley,  of  Annapolis,  and  in  1761  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  mayor's  court.  Later  he  went  abroad  to 
finish  his  legal  studies,  entering  Middle  Temple,  London,  as 
a  student,  and,  upon  his  return  to  America,  settled  in  An- 
napolis and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  provincial  court. 

It  was  during  the  years  of  study  at  Annapolis  that  Paca 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Samuel  Chase,  and  these  two  men, 
vastly  different  in  many  respects  but  both  passionate  in 
speech  and  fond  of  debate,  formed  a  lasting  friendship. 
At  this  time  also  Mr.  Paca  made  his  first  matrimonial  ven- 
ture, marrying,  in  1761,  Miss  Mary  Lloyd,  the  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Chew  Lloyd,  of  Anne  Arundel  county.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  Mr.  Paca  made  his  first  public  appearance  as  a 
politician,  and  almost  simultaneously  with  that  appearance 
began  his  career  upon  the  side  of  England's  most  outspoken 
opponents  in  America.    The  stamp  act  in  1765  and  every 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 6  GOVERNORS   OP  MARYLAND 

subsequent  endeavor  to  impose  upon  England's  colonies 
unjust  taxation  brought  wrathful  denunciation  from  him. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Maryland  provincial  assembly 
from  1 77 1  to  1774,  and  throughout  that  time  was  loud  in  his 
opposition  to  the  domination  of  England  over  the  American 
colonies.  In  1774  Mr.  Paca  became  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  correspondence,  and  a  year  later  served  in  the 
council  of  safety.  When  the  port  of  Boston  was  closed 
he  was  appointed  one  of  the  five  Maryland  delegates  to 
the  congress  "  for  the  relief  of  Boston  and  the  preservation  of 
American  liberty."  He  represented  Maryland  in  the  Con- 
tinental congress  from  1774  to  1779.  Although  serving  as 
representative  for  a  people  who  repeatedly  disavowed  any 
hostile  intentions  toward  England,  he  still  labored  untir- 
ingly for  the  war  party.  In  1775  he  and  Samuel  Chase 
supplied  from  their  own  purses  funds  for  providing  a  volun- 
teer corps  with  rifles. 

A  few  months  before  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  adopted,  a  rumor  reached  the  Maryland  assembly  that 
some  rash  people  desired  congress  to  declare  independence 
of  England,  and  the  members  of  the  assembly  became 
anxious  for  fear  that  the  representatives  from  Maryland 
would  join  in  such  an  unwise  course.  Accordingly,  a  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  which  declared  that  Maryland  did  not 
entertain  views  or  desires  for  separation,  and  "  would  not  be 
bound  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  congress  to  declare 
independence."  This  attitude  continued  to  the  very  eve  of 
the  passing  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  But 
William  Paca,  burning  with  the  fire  of  youth  and  thirsting 
for  warfare,,  would  deliver  a  passionate  address,  appealing 
to  the  congress  to  visit  summary  punishment  upon  England 
for  her  inconsiderate  domination,  and  then  turn  to  receive 
a  fresh  reminder  from  his  constituents  that  nothing  was 
farther  from  their  desire  than  a  severance  of  that  peace* 
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giving,  happy  relationship  which  bound  England  and 
Maryland.  Whether  Paca's  passion  roused  Marylanders 
finally  to  action,  or  whether  the  very  excess  of  his  fire  was 
responsible  for  their  apparent  hesitancy,  is  one  of  those 
doubtful  points  that  must  be  encountered  in  the  life  of  the 
war  politician.  At  last,  on  June  28,  1776,  the  Maryland 
convention  withdrew  the  restrictions  it  had  placed  upon  the 
delegates  in  congress  and  Mr.  Paca  and  his  associates  were 
advised  that  they  might  vote  as  their  judgment  dictated. 
Passion  had  already  dictated,  and,  with  startling  prompt- 
ness, they  voted  for  a  declaration  of  independence.  The 
name  of  William  Paca  has  been  accorded  a  prominence  in 
the  minds  of  Marylanders  somewhat  out  of  proportion  to 
the  intrinsic  worth  of  his  services  as  compared  with  those 
of  other  leaders  of  his  time,  solely  because  his  signature  was 
attached  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  And  yet 
it  was  not  through  the  labors  of  Paca  himself,  so  much  as 
through  those  of  the  larger  statesmen,  such  as  Thomas 
Johnson  and  Charles  Carroll,  that  he  was  at  last  privileged 
to  sign  the  Declaration  as  Maryland's  representative  in 
congress. 

Mr.  Paca  was  named  August  17,  1776,  one  of  a  committee 
to  "prepare  a  declaration  and  charter  of  rights  and  a  form 
of  government  for  Maryland,"  and  when  that  state  govern- 
ment was  inaugurated  he  was  chosen  as  a  senator  in  the 
first  assembly.  He  was  also  active  in  the  organization  of 
the  army  that  was  to  sustain  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, and  was  one  of  the  committee  from  Maryland  that 
assisted  in  planning  a  naval  armament  to  defend  the  approach 
to  Philadelphia.  With  the  establishment  of  some  form  of 
government  in  the  colonies  Paca  readily  turned  to  the  judi- 
ciary. His  training  had  been  strictly  legal  and  his  leaning 
was  always  toward  law.  In  March,  1 7 78,  he  was  appointed 
chief  judge  of  the  general  court  of   Maryland,  in  which 
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office  he  continued  for  several  years.  Just  before  he  fwas 
chosen  state  executive  he  served  as  chief  judge  of  the  ctourt 
of  appeals  in  prize  and  admiralty  cases.  Paca  was  elected 
governor  in  November,  1782,  and  the  first  year  of  his  admin- 
istration witnessed  the  beginning  of  peace  in  America.  ^ 
Indeed,  he  was  governor  when  the  independence  of  the 
colonies  became  an  established  fact,  for  that  independence 
was  dependent  upon  the  ability  to  sustain  the  declara- 
tion. ^During  the  three  years  that  he  was  chief  magis- 
trate of  Maryland  his  administration  was  much  concerned 
with  the  task  of  smoothing  out  the  rough  places  of  a  hur- 
riedly contrived  government  and  in  seeking  to  lighten  the 
burden  of  the  home-coming  warriors. 

Late  in  the  year  1783,  Governor  Paca  invited  congress 
to  Annapolis  and  threw  his  own  house  open  to  the  presi- 
dent of  that  body.  It  was  here  that  Washington,  on  Decem- 
ber 23,  1783,  surrendered  his  commission  in  the  presence  of 
the  governor,  the  general  assembly  and  the  Continental 
congress;  and  while  congress  was  sitting  in  Annapolis, 
the  treaty  of  peace,  which  had  been  concluded  and  signed 
at  Paris,  was  here  ratified,  on  January  14,  1784.  Among 
the  noteworthy  activities  of  Mr.  Paca  while  governor  was 
his  labor  on  behalf  of  the  returning  soldiers,  who  had  been 
promised  fifty  acres  of  land  tinder  Governor  Lee's  adminis- 
tration1. £'  On  May  6,  1783,  he  informed  the  members  of 
the  assembly  that  a  very  considerable  number  of  the 
troops  of  the  Maryland  Line  "returned  are  not  nor  ever 
will  be  fit  for  service  again.  They  are  incapable  of  doing 
active  duty  and  ought  to  be  turned  over  to  the  invalid 
corps."  And  he  worked  faithfully  to  see  that  the  men  who 
had  contracted  sickness  on  the  battlefield  were  provided 
for  in  their  distress.  After  his  gubernatorial  administra- 
tion, Mr.  Paca  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Maryland  con- 
vention which  ratified  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
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He  was  appointed  by  Washington  in  December,  1789,  judge 
of  the  United  States  court  of  the  District  of  Maryland, 
and  served  in  this  office  until  his  death  in  1799.  He  was 
vice-president  of  the  Maryland  branch  of  the  Society  of 
the  Cincinnati  from  1784  to  1799.  Governor  Paca  was 
instrumental  in  establishing  Washington  College,  at  Chester- 
town,  Md.,  and  throughout  his  life  was  a  strong  advocate 
of  higher  education.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr. 
Paca  was  married,  1777, to  Miss  Anne  Harrison,  of  Phila- 
delphia, by  whose  death,  however,  a  few  years  later  he  again 
became  a  widower.  A  writer  of  earlier  times  is  authority 
for  the  statement  that  "  Mr.  Paca  was  a  man  of  remarkably 
graceful  address,  fine  appearance  and  polished  manner;  he 
had  mixed  long  in  the  best  society  and  had  improved  his 
social  powers  to  a  very  high  degree  of  refinement.  In  the 
office  of  governor  his  superiority  in  these  respects  was 
very  strikingly  displayed,  and  the  courtesies  of  the  executive 
mansion  have  never  been  more  elegantly  sustained  than 
during  his  tenure  of  office." 
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During  the  years  of  America's  struggle  for  independence 
the  people  of  Maryland  placed  the  administrative  affairs 
of  the  commonwealth  in  the  hands  of  men  who  were  more 
at  home  in  the  legislative  hall  and  in  the  courtroom  than 
upon  the  battlefield.  The  first  and  third  governors — 
Johnson  and  Paca — had  been  preeminently  jurists,  although 
Mr.  Johnson  at  one  time  had  a  leaning  toward  the  war 
department;  Governor  Lee,  too,  was  unacquainted  with 
the  life  of  a  warrior.  But  when  the  war  ceased,  although  the 
people  of  the  colonies  heartily  welcomed  relief  from  the 
strain  that  had  been  imposed  by  the  struggle  to  maintain 
independence,  they  felt  foremost  in  their  bosoms  a  passion 
for  militarism.  There  were  certainly  men  in  the  land  who 
knew  more  about  government  than  Washington,  but  there 
was  none  who  was  as  completely  enveloped  in  the  glory  of 
the  soldier,  and  so  it  was  Washington  who  was  first  chosen 
to  hold  the  reins  of  the  federal  government.  And  as  the 
leaning  of  the  nation  was  toward  the  men  who  had  worn 
unif  orms,  soin  Maryland  the  people's  eyes,  when  they  sought 
a  successor  to  Governor  Paca,  rested  first  upon  one  who, 
perhaps  more  than  any  other,  had  been  accepted  as  the 
most  famous  military  man  of  the  state — General  Smallwood.^ 

William  Smallwood  was  born  in  Kent  county  in  1732. 
His  father,  Bayne  Smallwood,  planter  and  merchant,  had 
been  presiding  officer  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  in 
colonial  days  and  also  a  member  of  the  house  of  burgesses. 
Priscilla  Heberd  Smallwood,  the  governor's  mother  was  by 
birth  a  Virginian.    The  bringing  up  of  William  Smallwood 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WILLIAM  SMALLWOOD 
1785-1788 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COPYRIOHT.  1»0«,  BY  H.  C.  BUCHHOkZ. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  \x 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WILLIAM   SMALLWOOD  21 

was  regarded  as  a  matter  of  great  importance  by  both  his 
parents  and  at  a  tender  age  he  was  sent  to  England,  receiv- 
ing his  preparatory  training  at  Kendall  and  completing  his 
studies  at  Eton.  In  the  meanwhile  Smallwood  cultivated 
a  passion  for  the  life  of  a  soldier,  and  upon  his  return  to 
America  engaged,  though  without  distinction,  in  the 
French  and  Indian  war.  From  this  time  until  the  beginning 
of  the  Revolution,  Mr.  Smallwood  occupied  only  an  incon- 
spicuous place  in  the  province,  but  during  these  years  he  was 
being  developed  for  the  task  which  was  to  be  imposed  upon 
him  by  the  struggling  colonies.  He  was  in  his  forty-third 
year  when  the  war  with  England  began,  and  while  the 
echo  of  the  first  shot  was  yet  resounding  through  the 
land  he  hurried  to  the  field  of  action.  On  April  19,  1775, 
Lexington  witnessed  the  initial  locking  of  horns  of  the  Brit- 
ish soldiery  and  the  American  colonists,  and  five  days  later 
William  Smallwood,  glorying  in  the  title  of  colonel  and  com- 
manding 1444  men,  left  Annapolis  for  Boston  to  join  the 
Revolutionary  forces.  Colonel  Smallwood's  regiment  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Long  Island,  and  two  days  later  the 
Maryland  regiment,  then  at  Fort  Putnam,  was  designated 
by  Washington  to  cover  his  retreat  into  the  lines  below 
Fort  Washington.  The  impetuosity  of  Colonel  Small- 
wood  prevented  him  from  distinguishing  between  covering 
a  retreat  and  making  a  charge,  and  he  had  the  red  coats  on 
the  run  when  Washington  was  forced  to  send  a  messenger 
after  him  and  have  his  troops  recalled. 

Colonel  Smallwood  was  not  a  humane  leader.  The  sacri- 
ficing of  men  was  to  him  a  matter  of  little  concern.  In 
many  of  the  engagements  in  which  his  command  took  part 
the  passing  of  the  smoke  of  battle  revealed  the  sorrowful 
fact  that  the  majority  of  his  men  had  been  slain.  But  he 
knew  no  such  word  as  retreat,  and  with  something  like  the 
unconcern  of  a  god  he  could  see  the  lines  about  him  crumble 
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away  without  for  an  instant  changing  his  purpose  of  stand- 
ing firm.  For  example,  at  the  battle  of  White  Plains,  after 
Brooks'regiment  had  "fled  in  confusion  without  more  than 
a  random  scattering  fire"  when  the  British  appeared,  and 
the  artillery  followed,  Smallwood's  regulars  and  Reitzman's 
regiment  of  New  Yorkers  held  their  ground  as  unconcerned 
as  if  they  constituted  the  entire  Continental  forces  instead 
of  a  very  small  part  of  it.  Although  deserted  on  all  sides, 
they  stood  like  a  rock  in  the  midst  of  the  conflict  and 
"finally,  cramped  for  room,  they  sullenly  retired  down 
the  north  side  of  the  hill. "  The  troops  who  then  rejoined 
the  Continental  forces  comprised  but  a  minority  of  the 
two  regiments,  more  than  half  of  Smallwood's  soldiers 
having  been  left  dead  upon  the  field  while  the  daring  com- 
mander himself  was  carried  off,  disabled  by  two  wounds 
received  in  the  last  moments  of  the  struggle.  On  October 
*3 1  1776,  Smallwood  was  commissioned  brigadier-general, 
and  his  regiment  was  in  the  battles  of  Fort  Washington 
on  November  16,  1776;  Trenton,  December  26,  1776;  and 
Princeton,  January  3,  1777,  and  of  its  performance  Wash- 
ington recorded:  "Smallwood's  troops  had  been  reduced 
to  a  mere  handful  of  men,  but  they  took  part  in  the  engage- 
ment with  their  usual  gallantry  and  won  great  renown." 
At1  Germantown,  October  4,  1777,  the  Maryland  Line 
retrieved  the  day  and  captured  part  of  the  British  camp. 
During  the  war  General  Smallwood  developed  to  a  remark- 
able degree  the  faculty  of  being  a  disagreeable  man.  When 
his  quarrels  with  those  who  were' supposed  to  be  striving 
for  the  same  purpose  as  himself  are  noted  there  arises  a 
question  whether  he  was  less  agreeable  to  encounter  on|the 
field  of  battle  or  in  the  barracks.  He  was  strongly  opposed 
to  the  appointment  of  foreigners  as  officers  in  the  Continental 
army,  and  as  a  consequence  he  had  several  disagreements 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WILLIAM   SMALLWOOD  23 

with  distinguished  warriors  who  had  come  from  other  lands 
to  America's  aid.  The  first  encounter  of  this  kind  occurred 
in  June,  1778,  when  Count  Pulaski  took  up  his  headquar- 
ters in  Baltimore  and  began  to  enlist  men  for  "The  Pulaski 
Legion."  When  Smallwood  observed  that  men  who  should 
have  come  to  him  were  drifting  to  Count  Pulaski,  he  pro- 
tested to  the  council.  But  the  council — fearing  to  hurt  the 
count's  feelings  and  not  daring  to  ruffle  Smallwood's — 
plead  lack  of  jurisdiction.  In  1780  the  Maryland  Line 
marched  to  the  south,  and  here  for  some  time  persevered  under 
General  Gates.  Although  the  operations  in  the  south 
were  not  altogether  successful  from  the  American  stand- 
point, congress  was  prompted,  on  October  14,  1780,  form- 
ally to  thank  Brigadiers  Smallwood  and  Gist  and  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Maryland  and  Delaware  lines  "for 
their  bravery  and  good  conduct  displayed  in  the  action  of 
the  1 6th  of  August  last,  near  Camden,  in  the  state  of  South 
Carolina."  But  Camden  was  the  burial  ground  of  the  fame 
of  Genera]  Gates,  and  he  was  deposed,  while  General  Greene 
assumed  command  of  the  southern  army.  In  September, 
1780,  Smallwood  was  made  a  major-general  and  some  of  his 
fellow-officers  intimated  that  he  was  honored  only  because 
he  had  left  no  stone  unturned  in  his  fight  for  self-advance- 
ment. "At  Salisbury,"  writes  Colonel  Williams,  "120  or 
130  miles  from  the  scene-of  the  late  action,  Smallwood  took 
time  to  dictate  those  letters  which  he  addressed  to  congress 
and  in  which  he  intimated  the  great  difficulties  he  had 
encountered  and  the  great  exertions  he  had  made  to  save 
a  remnant  of  General  Gates'  army — letters  which,  with  the 
aid  of  those  he  addressed  to  his  friends  in  power,  procured 
him,  it  is  generally  believed  in  the  line,  the  rank  of  major- 
general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  which  prob- 
ably promoted  the  resolution  of  congress  directing  an 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  General  Gates." 
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Upon  the  death  of  Baron  de  Kalb,  which  occurred  several 
days  after  the  battle  of  Camden,  General  Smallwood  was 
promoted  to  command  a  division.  But  the  removal  of 
Gates  brought  him  under  Baron  Steuben,  and  once  more 
he  found  himself  at  odds  with  his  fellow-officers.  Small- 
wood  refused  to  serve  as  subordinate  to  the  foreigner  and 
also  demanded  of  congress  that  his  own  commission  be  dated 
two  years  back,  upon  penalty  of  losing  him  as  an  officer  in 
the  Continental  forces  if  his  request  was  not  complied 
with.  Washington  went  on  record  with  an  expression  of 
displeasure  at  Smallwood's  endeavor  to  engage  Steuben  in  a 
controversy,  while  congress  flatly  refused  to  comply  with 
Smallwood's  demand;  and  yet  he  continued  to  serve, 
remaining  in  the  army  until  November  15,  1783. 

Smallwood  was  elected  to  congress  in  1785,  but  before  he 
could  begin  his  duties  in  that  body  he  was  chosen,  i?  No- 
vember of  the  same  year,  to  succeed  William  Para  as  state 
executive,  and  he  served  three  terms  of  one  year  each  as 
governor.-  During  Smallwood's  administration  the  country 
reached  its  low  water  mark  as  an  independent  nation.  The 
colonies,  had  granted  very  small  power  to  the  central  gov- 
ernment, and  even  this  little  authority  was  not  respected. 
The  country  was  in  a  chaotic  state,  and  throughout  the 
provinces  pessimism  was  widespread.  The  success  of  the 
American  colonies  as  independent  and  republican  states 
was  regarded^as  a  visionary  thing,  a  bubble  that  had  been 
punctured.  Ylt  was  during  Smallwood's  administration 
that  the  colonies  were  finally  influenced  to  accept  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  A  few  weeks  after  the  ques- 
tion of  adopting  the  constitution  was  submitted  to  the 
people  of  the  several  states  by  congress,  Smallwood  con- 
vened the  assembly,  November  5,  1787,  and  while  that  body 
was  in  session  the  delegates  to  the  constitutional  convention 
were  invited  to  appear  before  it  and  report.    There  was  a 
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strong  opposition  in  the  state  against  the  constitution,  led 
by  Luther  Martin,  but  finally,  on  April  28,  1788,  the  consti- 
tution was  accepted.  Smallwood's  administration  also 
witnessed  the  beginning  of  the  work  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Potomac,  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
British  creditors  and  the  devising  of  methods  of  paying  the 
national  debt. 

Governor  Smallwood  was  succeeded  in  1788  by  Gen. 
John  Eager  Howard,  ^another  Revolutionary  hero,  and 
retired  to  his  estate  in  southern  Maryland.  As  to  his  home 
life  little  can  be  said,  since  a  bachelor  is  not  supposed  to 
have  any  home  life,  and  Smallwood  was  never  married. 
He  died  at  Mattawoman,  on  Febuary  14,  1792.  He 
requested  that  no  stone  should  mark  his  grave,,  and  it 
may  have  been  due  as  much  to  his  unpopularity  in  certain 
quarters  as  to  any  intention  to  respect  his  wish  that  up  to 
a  few  years  ago  his  final  resting  place  was  practically  un- 
marked. A  chestnut  tree — sprung,  it  was  claimed,  from 
a  nut  that  had  been  put  into  the  soft  mound  of  his  freshly 
made  grave — was  for  more  than  a  century  all  that  indicated 
where  the  body  of  Governor  Smallwood  lay.  Button  July 
4, 1898,  the  Maryland  Society,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, erected  a  plain  granite  block,  five  feet  high  and  nearly 
square,  over  the  warrior's  grave  in  Charles  county.  No 
more  appropriate  symbol  could  have  been  chosen  for  the 
man. 
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During  the  years  of  the  Revolution  there  were  practically 
no  political  parties  of  pronounced  doctrine  in  America,  since 
no  reason  appeared  for  their  existence.  Everybody — except 
of  course,  the  tories— was  supposed  to  belong  to  the  party 
which  was  opposing  England,  and  it  was  not  until  after  the 
independence  of  the  American  states  had  been  fully  assured 
that  the  former  subjects  of  England  living  in  the  provinces 
began  to  shift  about  for  some  form  of  political  faith.  It 
must  not  be  inferred  that  none  of  them  had  previously 
entertained  views  upon  government,  nor  must  it  be  sup- 
posed that  certain  forms  of  government  had  not  already 
been  devised;  but  how  highly  speculative  were  these  still 
imperfect  political  faiths  is  shown  by  the  custom,  prevail- 
ing in  the  first  years  under  the  constitution,  which  counte- 
nanced a  member  of  each  of  the  two  leading  political  par- 
ties becoming,  at  the  command  of  congress,  bedfellows,  one 
as  president  and  the  other  as  vice-president.  At  the  close 
of  the  Revolution  the  outlook  in  America  was  serious, 
because  the  several  commonwealths  were  suspicious  of  one 
another,  and  therefore  in  no  frame  of  mind  to  delegate  to 
the  representatives  of  other  states  any  considerable  voice  in 
the  conduct  of  their  own  affairs,  while  a  large  part  of  the 
American  people  was  favorable  to  a  policy  which  should 
reserve  to  each  commonwealth  its  individuality  as  a  sover- 
eign state.  This  led  to  the  formation,  in  1787,  of  a  party 
known  as  the  federalist,  which  had  as  its  aim  the  support 
of  the  proposed  constitution  of  the  United  States.  There 
also  sprang  up  the  anti-federalist  party  which  was  dis- 
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trustful  of  the  expediency  of  placing  in  the  hands  of  any 
central  government  large  authority  over  the  several  states. 
The  story  of  these  two  parties  naturally  concerns  the 
reader  who  would  follow  the  history  of  Maryland  past  the 
administration  of  Governor  Smallwood.  The  first  four 
state  executives  were  men  of  no  party;  they  may  have  had 
views  upon  government — they  did,  indeed,  cultivate  very 
decided  views — but  the  opportunity  for  a  man  being  a 
party  politician  did  not  arrive  until  about  the  close  of 
Smallwood's  administration,  or  in  1788,  when  Colonel 
Howard,  a  federalist,  was  elected  to  the  executive  office. 
John  Eager  Howard  was  born  at  Belvedere,  in  Balti- 
more county,  June  4,  1752,  the  son  of  Cornelius  and  Ruth 
(Eager)  Howard.  He  was  one  of  a  vast  army  of  young  men, 
coming  to  maturity  toward  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution, 
who  had  been  trained  simply  for  a  life  of  ease.  Private 
tutors  hadbeen  provided  for  him  by  an  indulgent  and  well-to- 
do  father,  and  frtftn  these  he  learned  what  he  wanted  to  know 
and  declined  to  study  what  did  not  appeal  to  him.  When 
the  first  shot  of  the  war  was  fired  many  of  the  wealthy 
young  men  of  the  country,  who  were  ready  always  for  a  fox 
hunt  or  a  skirmish,  hied  themselves  to  the  scene  of  activity, 
and  among  them  was  young  Howard.  He  had  only  a  few 
years  before  reached  maturity  and  was  still  but  a  stripling. 
It  is  recorded,  that  he  expressed  to  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  a  desire  that  he  be  permitted  to  join  the 
rebels,  and  that  friend  promptly  secured  for  him  a  commis- 
sion as  colonel.  Anecdotes,  especially  of  the  Revolutionary 
period,  should  be  taken  with  more  than  a  grain  of  salt,  and 
yet  the  subsequent  acts  of  Mr.  Howard  seem  to  give  some 
plausibility  to  the  rest  of  the  story,  which  says  that  he  con- 
fessed a  distrust  of  his  ability  to  fill  the  office  of  colonel,  and 
insisted  on  being  assigned  instead  to  the  position  of  captain. 
At  all  events  when  the  "Flying  Camp"  moved  northward 
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Howard  set  forth  to  try  his  worth  as  a  warrior.  He  was 
at  the  battle  of  White  Plains  on  October  28, 1776,  and  in 
'  other  smaller  engagements.  In  December,  when  his  term 
of  service  expired,  he  re&nlisted,  taking  rank  as  a  major  in 
the  Fourth  Maryland.  At  the  battle  of  Germantown, 
October  4,1777,  Howard  assumed  command  of  the  regiment 
upon  the  disabling  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hall.  In  June, 
1779,  he  was  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel,  his  commission 
dating  from  March  11.  He  accompanied  the  Maryland 
troops  when  they  started  for  the  Carolinas,  in  1780,  and  was 
present  at  the  disastrous  battle  of  Camden. 

Throughout  these  years  Mr.  Howard  advanced  steadily; 
and  succeeded  in  attracting  to  himself  some  attention  as  an 
officer  of  considerable  ability,  but  it  was  not  until  1781,  or 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  Revolution,  that  he  really  won 
fame.  His  name  is  linked  inseparably  with  the  story  of  the 
battle  of  Cowpens,  for  it  was  there  that  an  apparent  Amer- 
ican defeat  was  turned  to  an  American  victory,  and  the  Mary- 
lander  was  the  man  who  did  the  turning.  Victories  were 
needed  to  cheer  the  hearts  of  the  discouraged  colonists,  and 
for  the  cheer  which  Howard's  feat  sent  forth  the  people  were 
quick  in  according  gratitude. 

On  January  17,  1781,  the  British  under  Tarleton  engaged 
the  Continentals  under  General  Morgan,  including  Howard's 
regiment.  Morgan,  observing  that  by  the  movement  of 
the  British  army  Howard's  right  was  being  exposed,  ordered 
the  latter  to  retreat.  But  before  Howard  could  execute  the 
order  Tarleton  began  a  charge.  Colonel  Howard  seeing  the 
enemy  advance  toward  his  regiment  and  feeling  at  his  heart 
a  twitching  to  be  courteous  and  meet  him  halfway,  disre- 
garded his  orders,  turned  his  men  about  and  fired  upon  the 
enemy.  Tarleton's  men  were  unprepared  for  the  shot  which 
was  poured  in  upon  them  and  wavered  in  their  advance. 
Their  hesitancy  was  fatal,  for  General  Howard,  seeing  them 
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falter,  commanded  his  men  to  charge  with  fixed  bayonets 
the  line  from  which  he  had  been  ordered  to  protect  himself 
by  a  retreat.  The  enemy  was  hung  almost  to  a  man  upon 
the  American's  bayonets;  Cowpens  was  a  victory  and  How- 
ard thenceforth  a  hero.  General  Morgan  rode  up  to  his 
daring  subordinate  and  said:  "You  have  done  well,  for  you 
are  successful;  had  you  failed  I  should  have  shot  you." 
Upon  which  Howard  calmly  responded:  "Had  I  failed 
there  would  have  been  no  need  of  shooting  me." 

A  writer  of  the  time  is  authority  for  the  statement  that 
Howard  at  that  moment  held  in  his  hand  the  swords  of 
seven  British  officers  who  had  surrendered  to  him.  But, 
of  all  the  records  of  the  affair  there  is  none  which  wins 
as  high  admiration  for  the  hero  as  a  story  which  he  himself 
related.  It  certifies  that  Howard,  as  daring  as  Smallwood 
while  in  action,  possessed  a  depth  of  humanity  that  spoke 
of  a  heart  even  bigger  than  his  courage.  "  My  attention, " 
wrote  Howard,  "was  now  drawn  to  an  altercation  of  some 
of  the  men  with  an  artilleryman,  who  appeared  to  make  it  a 
point  of  honor  not  to  surrender  his  match.  The  men, 
provoked  by  his  obstinacy,  would  have  bayoneted  him  on 
the  spot  had  I  not  interfered  and  desired  them  to  spare  the 
life  of  so  brave  a  man.     He  then  surrendered  his  match." 

In  the  battle  of  Eutaw  Springs,  September  8,  1781,  How- 
ard's regiment  was  reduced  to  thirty  men  while  Howard, 
toward  the  close  of  the  struggle,  fell,  severely  wounded.  A 
few  months  later  Howard  set  out  for  his  home  and  of  the 
departing  Marylander  General  Greene  wrote:  "My  own 
obligations  to  him  are  great — the  public's  still  more  so.  He 
deserves  a  statue  of  gold,  no  less  than  the  Roman  and  Gre- 
cian heroes."  Colonel  Howard  retired  to  his  home  in 
Baltimore  county,  but,  like  many  of  the  soliders  who  found 
their  occupation  gone,  he  soon  turned  to  politics  as  a  means 
of  employing  his  talents.     He  was  a  member  of  the  Conti- 
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nental  congress  in  1787  and  1788,  and  in  the  latter  year  was 
elected  governor  of  Maryland  to  succeed  General  Small- 
wofod. 

*  Mr.  Howard  appeared  as  the  standard-bearer  of  a  politi- 
cal body,  which  had  not  been  the  case  with  his  predecessors 
in  the  executive  office.  He  was  very  much  a  federalist  and 
held  to  the  principles  of  that  party  even  up  to  the  time  when 
it  opposed  the  second  war  with  England.  He  served  three 
terms  of  one  year  each  as  governor,  being  reelected  in 
1789  and  1790.  During  this  period  the  state  of  Maryland 
cast  her  six  electoral  votes  for  Washington  as  the  first 
president.  Governor  Howard's  administration  also  wit- 
nessed preparations  for  the  founding  of  a  national  capital, 
the  Maryland  assembly,  voting,  December  23,  1788,  in 
favor  of  ceding  a  tract  of  land  10  miles  square  for  the  seat 
of  the  central  government.  When  the  legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia undertook  to  make  a  loan  to  the  federal  government 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  governmental  buildings,  the 
state  of  Maryland,  1789,  provided  for  the  sale  of  public 
lands  to  the  amount  of  $72,000,  the  proceeds  to  he  lent  to 
the  national  government  for  the  same  purpose.  I/At  the 
close  of  his  administration  Colonel  Howard  retired  to  pri- 
vate life.  In  1794  he  was  offered  a  position  in  the  regular 
army  with  the  rank  of  major-general,  but  declined  it.  The 
following  year  he  was  elected  state  senator  and  in  1796 
he  was  chosen  as  the  successor  of  Richard  Potts  in  the 
United  States  senate.  The  unexpired  term  to  which  Howard 
was  chosen  was  for  one  year,  and  at  the  termination  of  this 
short  service  he  was  reelected  for  a  full  term  of  six  years, 
serving  until  1803.  Howard  had  been  invited  by  Washing- 
ton in  1795  to  become  a  member  of  his  official  family  by 
accepting  the  portfolio  of  war,  but  was  constrained  to 
decline  the  office. 

Despite  his  natural  inclination  toward  a  military  career 
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and  his  political  activities,  Howard  was  a  man  who  loved 
best  the  moments  he  spent  at  his  own  fireside.  He  had 
married,  on  May  18,  1787,  Miss  Margaret  Chew  of  Phila- 
delphia. The  Howards  had  five  sons — almost  all  of  whom 
won  distinction  in  their  state — and  four  daughters.  Four 
of  the  boys,  including  the  one  named  after  Governor  How- 
ard, were  in  the  War  of  181 2-1 5,  taking  part  in  the  battle  of 
North  Point.  His  grandson,  also  bearing  his  name,  was  in 
the  Mexican  War,  while  George  Howard,  another  son,  was 
elected  governor  of  Maryland.  In  1814,  while  the  British 
were  occupying  Washington,  there  was  talk  in  Baltimore  of 
capitulation.  At  this  time  Governor  Howard  organized 
a  regiment  of  veterans,  and,  placing  himself  at  their  head, 
took  the  field,  although  he  was  not  afforded  opportunity  to 
see  much  active  service.  Colonel  Howard  was  a  prominent 
figure  in  the  councils  of  the  federalist  party  until  18 16, 
when  that  organization  named  him  for  vice-president. 
But  the  federalists'  stand  in  the  War  of  181 2-15  had  been 
their  undoing  and  Howard  and  his  fellow  candidates  on  the 
federal  ticket  were  defeated.  After  that  Colonel  Howard 
was  less  active  in  public  affairs.  He  spent  his  days  in  a 
quiet,  peaceable,  uneventful  sort  of  life  at  Belvedere.  Mrs. 
Howard  died  in  1824,  and  thereafter  the  old  warrior  and 
statesman  was  little  seen  in  public.  Early  in  October, 
1827,  he  contracted  a  severe  cold,  and  died  on  the  twelfth  of 
that  month.  His  funeral  was  attended  by  a  host  of  high 
dignitaries,  including  President  Adams. 
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Since  "all  the  world's  a  stage,"  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
assume  that  even  history  in  many  parts  is  only  a  record  of 
the  performance  of  those  who  make-believe.  Yet,  though 
history's  pages  generally  be  filled  with  tales  of  the  heroic  and 
the  sensational,  here  and  there  is  found  evidence  of  the  pres- 
ence of  humbler  creatures,  who  seem  to  be  there  chiefly  to 
afford  a  background  for  their  less  retiring  contemporaries. 
Occasionally  the  reader  in  the  Revolutionary  period  of 
American  history  finds  a  page  across  which  flits,  as  if  by  the 
merest  chance,  one  of  these  modest  historical  personages; 
but  instead  of  being  offended  because  of  the  apparently  un- 
warranted intrusion,helearns  to  welcome  itwith  morewarmth 
than  is  given  the  appearance  of  many  of  the  chief  actors. 
And  these  quiet,  unassuming  men  have  their  historic  value. 
First  of  all,  they  bring  home  to  him  who  surveys  those  times 
the  fact  that  not  all  men  were  then  conventional  heroes. 
These  commonplace  characters  serve,  too,  as  ballast  for  a 
story  that  threatens  sometimes  to  take  on  the  aspect  of 
myth.  But  to  speak  of  one  of  the  chief  magistrates  of 
Maryland  as  a  commonplace  man  is,  perhaps,  to  give  offense ; 
and  therefore  the  critical  biographer  of  Governor  Howard's 
successor  is  apt  to  be  offensive.  Not  that  Mr.  Plater  was  an 
incapable  man,  nor  that  as  a  statesman  he  revealed  small 
ability;  but  the  even  tenor  of  his  life  and  the  absence  of  any- 
thing notable  in  a  career  that  had  so  many  opportunities 
for  notable  service,  cause  his  public  record  to  be  completely 
overshadowed  by  the  lives  of  most  of  the  leaders  of  his  day. 
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George  Plater  was  born  at  Sattorly,  near  Leonardtown, 
St.  Mary's  county,  November  8,  1735.  He  was,  therefore, 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  one  of  the  more  mature  citi- 
zens of  the  province  as  compared  with  the  youths  of  John 
Eager  Howard's  stripe.  His  father,  Colonel  George  Plater, 
had  held  among  other  public  offices  that  of  member  of 
Lord  Baltimore's  council  of  state.  The  son  was  trained  for 
the  legal  profession,  but  preparatory  to  taking  up  the  study 
of  lawwas  graduated  from  William  and  Mary  College  (1753). 
As  a  lawyer  he  did  not  possess  that  passion  for  debate 
and  appreciation  of  the  spectacular  that  caused  his  fellows, 
of  no  greater  mental,  caliber  than  he,  to  forge  ahead  of  him. 
But  his  mind  was  well  developed  and  he  reverenced  the 
law  with  a  reverence  that  was  little  short  of  worship. 
Entering  the  political  arena  at  Annapolis  at  a  time  when  the 
public  voice  was  beginning  to  be  tinged  with  accusations 
and  denunciations  of  England,  Mr.  Plater  was  almost 
bound  to  become  infected  with  the  germs  of  "opposition." 
A  lawyer  in  the  decade  or  so  preceding  the  war  for  independ- 
ence had  no  surer  way  of  informing  the  people  that  he  was 
prepared  to  receive  clients  than  by  taking  the  stump  in 
more  or  less  intelligent  discussion  of  England's  disregard 
of  the  colonies'  rights.  But  George  Plater  was  never  one 
of  the  violent  fire-eaters. 

Early  in  his  public  career,  from  1767  to  1773,  he  filled 
acceptably  the  position  of  naval  officer  at  Patuxent,  in 
which  capacity  his  father  had  served  before  him.  He  was 
elected  as  a  representative  of  his  county  in  the  convention 
that  assembled  at  Annapolis  on  May  8,1776,  and  that  invited 
Governor  Eden,  the  representative  of  the  English  crown,  to 
vacate.  A  few  weeks  later,  May  26,  he  was  appointed  one 
of  the  council  of  safety,  and  he  was  elected  a  delegate  from 
his  county  to  the  convention  which  met  at  Annapolis  on 
August  14,  1776.    While  it  has  been  inferred   that   Mr. 
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Plater  was  a  commonplace  man,  it  was  rather  with  the  aim 
to  stress  his  quiet  demeanor  in  filling  the  public  offices  given 
him,  as  opposed  to  the  gallery  play  of  many  men  of  his  time, 
than  to  discredit  him  or  belittle  his  intrinsic  worth.  He  was 
not  a  man  of  large  creative  ability;  he  was  not  a  legislator 
of  extensive  influence,  nor  did  he  possess  an  individuality 
of  marked  distinction ;  but  withal  he  was  a  reliable  represen- 
tative of  the  people  as  long  as  the  atmosphere  in  which  he 
existed  was  legal  or  constitutional.  His  value  as  a  lawyer 
and  a  lawmaker  came  to  be  fully  appreciated  by  both  his 
constituents  and  the  representatives  at  Annapolis,  and  on 
August  17,  1776,  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee chosen  "to  prepare  a  declaration  and  charter  and  a 
form  of  government"  for  the  state.  He  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Continental  congress  in  1778,  serving  consecu- 
tively until  1 781.  After  his  service  in  the  Continental  con- 
gress he  was  repeatedly  chosen  as  the  representative  of  St. 
Mary's  in  the  upper  house  of  the  general  assembly  and  on 
several  occasions  was  president  of  the  senate.  When  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  was  submitted  to  the 
several  commonwealths  for  ratification,  Mr.  Plater  was  a 
member  of  the  Maryland  convention  elected  to  vote  upon 
the  document  This  body,  which  finally  ratified  the  consti- 
tution on  April  28,  1788,  was  presided  over  by  him. 

It  is  doubtful  just  how  much  Mr.  Plater  contributed  to 
the  defeat  of  the  enemies  of  the  constitution,  but  it  is  cer- 
tain that  by  his  intelligent  and  just  direction  over  a  body 
of  men  which  was  somewhat  easily  influenced  he  helped  to 
win  favor  for  the  instrument  which  was  designed  to  bind 
together  the  thirteen  states.  William  Paca  was  anxious  to 
have  the  convention  adopt  certain  amendments  to  the  con- 
stitution, and  was  requested  to  prepare  a  series  of  proposed 
changes;  but  when  Mr.  Paca  rose  to  present  his  amendments, 
he  was  informed  that  the  convention  had  been  assembled 
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not  to  amend  the  constitution,  but  to  vote  for  its  ratifica- 
tion. A  significant  testimonial  to  Mr.  Plater's  guidance  of 
the  deliberations  of  the  body  is  found  in  the  record  that, 
after  the  remarks  of  William  Paca  upon  his  proposed  amend- 
ments, the  convention  offered  a  vote  of  thanks  to  its  presi- 
dent and  then  adjourned  without  acting  upon  Paca's  sugges- 
tion. In  1789  Mr.  Plater  appeared  as  a  candidate  for  presi- 
dential elector  on  the  federalists  ticket,  and  cast  his  vote 
for  George  Washington  for  president 

^At  the  close  of  Mr.  Howard's  administration  it  seems  that 
gubernatorial  material  was  scarcef^The  legislature  had 
become  discouraged  in  the  matter  of  electing  governors, 
since  it  was  a  common  occurrence  for  a  citizen,  after  having 
been  chosen  governor  of  the  state,  upon  being  notified  of 
his  election  by  a  committee  of  the  legislature,  to  inform  it 
that  he  could  not  serve.  For  this  reason  the  legislators 
learned  to  train  their  gaze  for  available  timber  just  a  little 
lqw^thari  they  had  at  first  been  accustomed  to  do.  ^In 
^i79?/?&3r  invited  George  Plater  to  serve  as  governor  of 
Marytand,  and  Mr.  Plater  accepted,  becoming  the  sixth 
governor  of  the  state.  Governor  Plater's  administration, 
however,  was  short.  His  health  soon  became  impaired 
and  early  in  the  year  following  his  election  he  died,  breath- 
ing his  last  on  February  10,  1792.  He  was  buried  at  his 
birthplace,  Sattorly.  His  brief  service  as  chief  magistrate 
of  Maryland  contains  no  single  event  of  great  moment  out- 
side of  the  locating  of  the  national  capital — an  affair  in 
which  Maryland  had  a  deep  concern. 

Mr.  Plater  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  who  had 
been  Miss  Hannah  Lee,  died  in  1763.  His  second  wife  was 
Elizabeth  Rousby,  a  granddaughter  of  Ann  Rousby,  the 
widow  of  the  first  George  Plater — Governor  Plater's  grand- 
father. This  second  marriage  was  solemnized  on  July  10, 
1764. 
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Toward  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century  Maryland 
stood  sorely  in  need  of  a  constructionist  for  governor.^ 
Some  of  the  earlier  state  executives  had  been  constructionist 
to  a  slight  extent,  but  they  were  constructive  legislators,  not 
executives.  Mr.  Johnson,  for  instance,  was  not  anxious 
to  resume  the  administration  of  the  state's  affairs,  because 
he  had  come  to  believe,  that  in  the  legislative  halls  or  on  the 
bench  were  open  the  only  opportunities  to  blaze  the  way  for 
more  perfect  government,  and  that  in  the  executive  office 
there  was  presented  little  chance  to  do  more  than  represent 
the  commonwealth  socially.  But  with  all  his  far-sighted- 
ness, Governor  Johnson,  among  other  leaders  of  his  day, 
failed  to  see  that  the  gubernatorial  office  was  denied  the 
right  to  become  constructive  only  because  no  large  man 
assumed  the  lead  in  imparting  to  the  office  this  power. 
These  leaders  did  not  seem  to  realize  the  fact  that  the  proper 
man  with  the  proper  spirit  might  broaden  the  dignity  and 
prerogatives  of  the  gubernatorial  office  until  its  social  side 
should  become  secondary  and  its  political  power  advance 
it  to  the  first  office  in  the  state.  It  was  not  until  after  the 
second  administration  of  Governor  Lee  that  there  was  called  to 
the  executive  chair  a  man  who  fully  realized  the  needs  of  the 
occasion — who,  too,  possessed  daring  and  originality  enough 
to  experiment,  and  was  endowed  with  tact  sufficient  to 
avoid  giving  offense.  This  man,  elected  in  1794,  was 
Governor  Stone.  v 

John  Hoskins  Stone  was  born  in  Charles  county,  Mary- 
land, in  1745.    On  his  paternal  side  he  was  a  descendant 
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of  William  Stone,  who,  toward  the  close  of  the  first  half  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  was  appointed  governor  of  Mary- 
land by  Lord  Baltimore.  His  father  was  David  Stone  and 
his  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Jenifer.  Young  Stone 
was  trained  for  a  legal  career.  He  received  at  the  private 
schools  of  Charles  county  what  was  then  considered  a  liberal 
education  and  obtained  the  finishing  touches  to  his  profes- 
sional training  by  being  brought  in  contact  with  the  lead- 
ing legal  lights  of  the  day.  When  the  American  Revolution 
became  inevitable  Mr.  Stone  had  reached  the  age  of  thirty 
years  and  had  already  won  a  fair  amount  of  attention  as  a 
lawyer,  both  in  his  own  county  and  at  Annapolis.  In  No- 
vember, 1774,  he  had  been  chosen  to  serve  on  the  committee 
from  Charles  county  which  was  to  carry  out  the  resolutions  of 
congress.  He  was  a  member  of  the  committee  of  corre- 
spondence and,  in  1775,  a  member  of  the  Association  of 
Freemen  of  Maryland.  Like  many  a  young  political  leader 
of  his  day,  he  was  prompt  in  answering  the  call  to  arms. 
Even  before  his  native  state  had  sanctioned  a  declaration  of 
independence  he  mounted  his  war  horse  to  fight  for  separa- 
tion. On  January  14,  1776,  he  was  elected  a  captain  in 
Colonel  Smallwood's  First  Maryland  Battalion  and  served 
with  sufficient  distinction  to  receive  a  promotion  to  a 
colonelcy  by  the  following  December.  But  the  military 
ability  of  Mr.  Stone  must  always  remain  an  unknown 
quantity,  for  when  he  had  attained  to  a  position  where  he 
would  best  be  able  to  show  the  stuff  of  which  he  was  made, 
misfortune  interposed  herself  between  him  and  opportunity. 
It  is  recorded  that  he  fought  with  distinction  at  the  battles 
of  Long  Island,  White  Plains,  Princeton  and  Germantown, 
but  at  none  of  these  places  did  he  win  greater  praise  than 
was  accorded  many  of  his  fellow-officers.  At  the  engage- 
ment of  Germantown,  however,  he  received  a  severe  wound, 
which  not  only  disabled  him  from  further  military  service 
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but  crippled  him  for  life.  For  some  time  he  clung  to  a  vain 
hope  that  he  would  be  able  to  resume  service  with  the  Conti- 
nental forces,  but  finally,  on  August  i,  1779,  he  resigned  his 
commission  and  again  became  a  private  citizen  of  Maryland. 
Mr.  Stone's  misfortune  succeeded  in  diverting  his  ambi- 
tion from  the  military  to  the  political  field,  and  in  November 
of  the  year  1779  he  resumed  his  position  in  the  council 
chambers  of  Maryland,  and  was  named  as  a  member  of  the 
executive  council  chosen  to  advise  Thomas  Sim  Lee,  then 
governor.  Two  years  later  in  1781,  Mr.  Stone  became  a 
clerk  in  the  office  of  Robert  Livingston,  who  was  secretary 
of  foreign  affairs  under  the  articles  of  confederation.  He 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  house  of  delegates  in  1786,  and 
was  named  as  one  of  the  committee  to  prepare  instructions 
for  commissioners  to  the  Philadelphia  convention,  which 
framed  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  For  a  period 
of  several  years  thereafter  Mr.  Stone  dropped  somewhat 
from  the  public  eye,  but  in  1794,  when  he  was  chosen  gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Maryland,  he  assumed  a  position  of 
much  importance  in  both  the  affairs  of  Maryland  and  of 
the  nation.  He  had  been  a  hearty  supporter  of  the  federal 
party,  and  it  was  as  a  federal  candidate  that  he  was  chosen 
governor^'The  newly  elected  executive  realized  first  of  all, 
that  the  office  of  chief  magistrate  in  Maryland  was  not  as 
important  as  it  should  be,  and  he  devised  means  for  aug- 
menting its  dignity.  He  seemed  indisposed  to  let  the  legis- 
lators not  only  pass  the  laws,  but  create  them,  while  the 
governor  devoted  his  time  to  basking  in  the  smiles  of  fash- 
ionable society.  h  The  means  which  suggested  itself  to  him 
as  opening  up  a  new  avenue  of  influence  for  the  guber- 
natorial office,  was  the  outlining  by  the  executive  of  the 
affairs  of  moment  which  to  his  mind  were  deserving  of  the 
consideration  of  the  legislature.  With  the  purpose  of 
thus  enlarging  the  influence   of   his   office,  the    governor 
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addressed  a  message  to  the  legislature  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  in  which  he  called  attention  to  those  duties  that  he 
thought  confronted  it.  The  members  of  the  assembly  were 
pleased  with  the  innovation  of  a  governor's  message. 
"Although  not  sanctioned  by  precedent,"  they  wrote  him, 
"or  enjoined  by  the  constitution,  such  communications 
certainly  have  their  use,  and  we  wish  that  future  governors 
may  follow  the  laudable  example  whenever  it  may  seem 
expedient  to  submit  to  the  legislature  such  matters  as  they 
shall  judge  deserving  its  attention." 

•The  inauguration  of  the  practice  of  sending  a  message 
from  the  executive  mansion  to  the  legislature  at  the  begin- 
ning of  a  session  is  the  greatest  monument  of  Governor 
Stone's  constructive  administration.  Another  accomplish- 
ment, though  of  less  importance,  was  the  aid  which  he, 
and  the  legislature  at  his  instigation,  rendered  the  national 
government  in  the  matter  of  erecting  buildings.  After 
the  city  of  Washington  had  been  laid  out  and  everything 
was  in  readiness  to  begin  construction,  it  was  found  that 
the  available  funds  would  not  go  far  toward  defraying  the 
necessary  expense.  An  effort  was  made  to  float  a  foreign 
loan,  but  it  proved  futile.  As  a  last  resort  Washington 
wrote  a  personal  appeal  to  Maryland  to  aid  the  federal 
government  in  its  endeavors  to  house  the  machinery  of  the 
central  government.  In  response. to  Washington's  appeal 
Maryland,  toward  the  end  of  1796,  lent  the  national  govern- 
ment $100,000.  This  amount  was  subsequently  increased 
on  two  occasions,  making.it  $250,000. 

Another  feature  of  Governor  Stone's  administration 
was  the  hearty  support  that  was  given  by  Maryland  to 
Washington  during  that  period  when  his  enemies  were 
making  bitter  attacks  upon  him.  The  Maryland  assembly, 
on  November  25,  1795,  went  on  record  as  being  fully  in 
accord  with  Washington  upon  all  the  affairs  of  his  admin- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


40 


GOVERNORS   OP   MARYLAND 


istration  and  entirely  opposed  to  those  who  sought  to  dis- 
credit him.  The  first  president  was  again  subjected  to 
attacks  in  1796,  and  in  December  of  that  year  the  legisla- 
ture once  more  expressed  by  resolution  its  full  faith  in 
Washington.  Governor  Stone  wrote  Washington,  under 
dateof  December  16, 1796:  "I  consider  it  the  most  agreeable 
and  honorable  circumstance  of  my  life  that  during  my  admin- 
istering the  government  of  Maryland  I  should  have  been 
twice  gratified  in  communicating  to  you  the  unanimous 
and  unreserved  approbation  of  my  countrymen  of  your 
public  conduct,  as  well  as  their  gratitude  for  your  eminent 
services."  1  Mr.  Stone  was  twice  reelected  governor,  bring- 
ing to  an  end  his  three  terms  of  one  year  each  in  1797.  V^ 
After  his  retirement  from  the  executive  mansion,  he  con- 
tinued to  live  in  Annapolis  with  Mrs.  Stone,  who  had  been 
a  Miss  Couden  before  her  marriage,  and  their  daughter. 
But  he  gradually  withdrew  from  public  affairs.  He  died 
October  5,  1804. 
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JOHN  HENRY 

Prom  the  very  beginning  of  America's  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence the  several  states  were  violently  and  unreservedly 
opposed  to  sectional  control.  If  it  had  been  announced 
in  the  closing  years  of  the  eighteenth  century  that  England 
contemplated  attempting  to  resubjugate  her  American 
colonies,  it  is  probable  that  the  states  in  a  leisurely  sort  of 
way  would  have  appointed  delegates  to  go  to  the  mother- 
country  and  seek  to  convince  her  of  the  uselessness  of  such 
an  attempt.  But  if  a  rumor  had  crept  into  anyone  of  the 
commonwealths  that  some  state  or  states  of  another  section 
contemplated  assuming  rule  over  it,  or  even  meditated  a 
course  that  would  give  them  a  small  control  in  that  particu- 
lar commonwealth's  administration,  every  man,  woman 
and  child  of  the  state  conspired  against  would  have  risen 
up  instantly  and  armed  for  stubborn  resistance.  It  is  not 
strange,  therefore,  that  in  the  childhood  days  of  the  United 
States  the  Eastern  Shoreman  of  Maryland  should  have 
taken  issue  with  his  fellow-statesman  on  the  western 
banks  of  the  Chesapeake  and  declared  that  the  Western 
Shoreman  should  not  have  one  whit  more  authority  in  the 
direction  of  the  commonwealth's  affairs  than  he.  It  was 
the  spirit  of  all  Americans  that  was  manifesting  itself, 
for  the  citizen  of  the  United  States  regarded  as  poison  the 
attempt  of  any  body  of  men  to  control  because  of  their 
geographical  position.  And  in  the  ardent  support  which 
was  accorded  Mr.  Henry  as  senatorial,  gubernatorial  and 
presidential  candidate  there  is  found  at  least  a  tracing  of 
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the  determination  of  the  Eastern  Shoreman  to  divide  evenly 
between  the  two  sections  control  of  Maryland's  affairs. 

John  Henry  was  born  at  Weston,  the  Henry  home 
stead,  in  Dorchester  county  in  the  month  of  November, 
1750.  His  father,  Colonel  John  Henry,  represented  his 
county  in  the  legislature.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
Colonel  Rider,  an  Englishman,  who  came  to  America  in 
the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  settled  in  Dor- 
chester county.  Young  Henry  was  sent  to  the  West  Not- 
tingham Academy,  in  Cecil  county,  where  he  prepared  for 
college.  He  then  entered  the  College  of  New  Jersey  (sub- 
sequently Princeton),  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1769. 
He  continued  his  studies  in  New  Jersey  and  later  went  to 
England,  where  he  took  up  law  in  the  Temple.  In  England 
he  mingled  freely  in  the  best  society,  and  while  the  war 
clouds  were  gathering  in  his  native  land,  joined  in  merry 
debate  with  the  youths  of  Britain  upon  the  subjects  that 
were  being  considered  very  seriously  by  his  fellow-country- 
men at  home.  Mr.  Henry  sailed  for  America  the  year  pre- 
ceding the  rupture  with  England  and  immediately  upon  his 
arrival  began  to  entertain  his  fellow-countians  with  the 
feats  of  argument  which  he  had  performed  while  engaged 
in  mental  battles  with  the  young  men  across  the  sea.  The 
manner  of  the  speaker  and  his  culture  soon  won  him  the 
favor  of  Eastern  Shoremen,  and  he  was  sent  to  represent 
his  county  in  the  council  hall  of  Maryland. 

John  Henry  was  elected  delegate  to  the  Continental  con- 
gress in  1777  and  served  in  that  body  from  1778  to  1781. 
He  was  again  elected  in  1784  and  continued  a  member  until 
1787.  He  was  appointed  in  1787  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee which  was  to  prepare  an  ordinance  for  the  North- 
west Territory.  During  his  first  term  in  congress  Mr.  Henry 
was  a  warm  champion  of  the  men  who  were  carrying  on  the 
conflict  in  the  fields  and  also  a  rather  severe  critic  of  the 
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merchantmen  who  sought  to  reap  a  golden  harvest  through 
the  pressing  needs  of  the  people.  He  was,  first  of  all,  a  fear- 
less critic,  and  both  the  mercenaries,  who  were  striving  to 
amass  fortunes  by  overcharging  the  people,  and  the  legis- 
lators, who  showed  little  wisdom  in  the  management  of 
the  country's  affairs,  came  in  for  blunt  judgment  at  his 
hand. 

The  close  of  Mr.  Henry's  service  in  the  Continental  con- 
gress witnessed  an  increase  of  the  strife  between  the  people 
of  the  Eastern  and  Western  Shores  of  Maryland  as  to  the 
division  of  power  which  should  hold  under  the  federal 
constitution.  The  chief  concern  of  the  people  at  this  time 
centered  upon  the  question  of  the  election  of  two  United 
States  senators.  On  December  9,  1788,  members  of  the 
state  senate  and  of  the  house  met  in  joint  convention  for 
the  election  of  senators  and  the  absence  of  unity  in  the 
state  of  Maryland  was  again  manifested,  for  the  Eastern 
Shore  members  carried  a  resolution  which  required  that 
"one  senator  should  be  a  resident  of  the  Western  Shore  and 
the  other  of  the  Eastern  Shore."  John  Henry  and  George 
Gale  from  the  Eastern  Shore  and  Charles  Carroll  of  Carroll- 
ton  and  Uriah  Forrest  from  the  Western  Shore  were  named. 
Several  ballots  were  taken  before  any  one  candidate 
received  the  required  number  of  the  votes  cast,  and  then 
John  Henry,  having  polled  forty-two  tickets,  was  declared 
to  have  been  elected.  Mr.  Henry  was,  therefore,  the  first 
senator  elected  by  Maryland  to  a  seat  in  congress.  The  body 
then  adjourned  until  the  following  day,  when  the  names  of 
Charles  Carroll  and  Uriah  Forrest  were  put  in  nomination  for 
the  Western  Shore  senatorship,  and  Mr.  Carroll  was  elected. 
The  terms  for  which  the  first  senators  were  elected  were 
unequal,  one  being  for  six  years  and  the  other  for  only  two 
years.  The  senators-elect  drew  for  the  terms  which  should 
fall  to  each  and  Mr  Henry  secured  the  six-year  slip.     At 
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the  close  of  his  first  term,  in  1795,  he  was  reelected  for 
four  years  additional,  but  did  not  complete  the  second 
term,  resigning  to  accept  the  governorship. 

In  the  election  of  Mr.  Henry  as  executive  of  Maryland 
there  is  presented  further  evidence  of  the  struggle  between 
Marylanders  on  the  eastern  side  of  the' bay  against  any 
endeavor  of  the  Western  Shoremen  to  control  the  affairs  of 
the  state.  General  Smallwood,  an  Eastern  Shoreman,  who 
served  as  state  executive  many  years  before  Mr.  Henry,  was 
not  chosen  to  office  because  of  his  political  faith  nor  the 
section  of  his  birth;  but  solely  upon  his  military  record. 
He  represented  the  sentimental  candidate,  and  as  far  as 
political  affairs  were  concerned  was  a  nonentity.  But 
when  Mr.  Henry  was  nominated  in  the  closing  days  of  1797, 
his  candidacy  appealed  to  some  people  most  forcibly  be- 
cause he  represented  a  section,  and  had  been  selected  by 
the  voters  upon  the  Eastern  Shore  as  a  fit  subject  upon 
whom  to  bestow  the  greatest  honor  at  their  command.  He 
had,  however,  long  been  a  prominent  laborer  in  the  fed- 
eralist party.  When  the  country  was  called  upon  to  elect 
a  successor  to  President  Washington  in  1795  the  name  of 
John  Henry  was  mentioned  for  that  office,  and  he  polled 
two  votes  in  the  electoral  college;  the  same  number  that 
was  given  to  Washington,  who,  however,  had  some  time 
before  declared  that  tinder  no  circumstances  would  he 
become  a  candidate  for  reflection. 

^  John  Henry  was  elected  the  successor  of  Governor  Stone 
on  November  13,  1797,  on  the  joint  ballot  of  the  two  houses.  ^ 
But  he  was  not  altogether  to  the  liking  of  the  entire  body 
of  legislators,  and  some  daring  opponent  of  his  moved 
that  the  words  "unanimously  elected,"  customarily  entered 
upon  the  record  when  a  candidate  was  unopposed,  be 
stricken  from  the  minutes.  In  other  words,  the  election 
was  not  unanimous;  but  the  majority  of  the  members  of 
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the  legislature  decided  that  it  should  be  entered  as  "unani- 
mous" and  refused  to  grant  the  requested  change  in  the 
journal  of  the  legislature.  Governor  Henry  was  in  office  for 
but  one  year.  Because  of  failing  health  he  declined  to 
stand  for  reelection.  His  administration  was  marked  by 
a  thorough  reorganization  of  the  militia  of  the  stated  At 
this  time  the  country  was  putting  on  its  war  paint  prepara- 
tory to  doing  battle  with  its  late  ally,  France.  It  was  stirred 
to  its  depths  with  hatred  for  the  nation  to  which  it  had 
sworn  a  lasting  friendship.  Washington,  but  lately  retired 
from  public  affairs,  was  called  out  of  his  seclusion  and 
directed  once  more  to  lead  the  American  army  into  action 
as  its  commander-in-chief.  The  people  in  Maryland  and 
throughout  the  Union  began  to  build  fortifications  and  to 
prepare  generally  for  a  conflict.  And  then,  when  there 
had  been  as  much  excitement  as  could  have  been  gotten 
out  of  an  actual  war,  the  bubble  was  pricked,  the  war  clouds 
dispersed,  and  America  extended  the  hand  of  friendship  to 
France.  ^  On  November  12,  1798,  Thomas  Sim  Lee  was 
elected  governor  of  Maryland  as  successor  to  Mr.  Henry. 
He  declined  to  serve,  however,  and  two  days  later  Benjamin 
Ogle  was  chosen  in  his  stead.  ^c 

John  Henry  had  been  married  in  1787,  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet Campbell,  of  Caroline  county,  by  whom  he  had  two 
sons.  Like  Governor  Lee,  he  left  no  portrait  of  himself. 
He  died  at  Weston,  December  16,  1798,  after  having 
spent  a  little  more  than  one  month  in  retirement  from 
the  executive  mansion.  He  was  buried  in  the  old  family 
burial  ground  at  Weston.  In  1908  his  body  was  removed 
to  Christ  Episcopal  Cemetery,  Cambridge,  Md.,  and  over 
his  grave  a  fitting  memorial  monument  was  erected  by 
his  descendants. 
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When  the  legislature,  in  1798,  undertook  to  provide  a  suc- 
cessor to  Governor  Henry,  its  choice  first  fell  upon  Thomas 
Sim  Lee,  who  had  already  had  two  administrations  of 
three  and  two  years,  respectively.  Governor  Lee  was  at 
this  time  the  strongest  federalist  that  Maryland  afforded, 
but  he  declined  to  serve  again  as  the  executive  of  the  state. 
The  legislature  had  several  times  been  forced  to  accept  a 
declination  from  one  who  had  been  chosen  to  the  high  office 
of  governor,  and  invariably  after  one  of  these  humiliating 
experiences  it  sought  out  a  less  conspicuous  citizen  upon 
whom  to  bestow  the  honor.  On  November  14,  1798,  there- 
fore, the  senate  and  house  in  joint  session  presented  the 
names  of  two  men  who  had  not  won  great  fame  theretofore 
in  the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth,  and  Benjamin  Ogle  and 
Nicholas  Carroll  were  nominated  for  the  office  of  governor. 
The  interest — or  lack  of  it — that  was  manifested  by  others 
than  the  assembly  members  and  the  two  candidates  in  the 
result  of  this  election  is  indicated  by  an  item  in  the  federal 
Gazette  of  Baltimore,  Thursday,  November  15,  1798,  in 
which  announcement  is  made  that:  "A  gentleman  from 
Annapolis  has  politely  handed  us  the  following  correct  elec- 
tions by  the  general  assembly  of  governor  and  council — 
Benjamin  Ogle,  governor;  Messrs.  Shaaf,  Davidson,  Thomas, 
Brice  and  Wilmer,  council. " 

Benjamin  Ogle,  the  successful  candidate,  was  a  son  of 
Samuel  Ogle,  whose  name  occupies  much  space  in  the  colo- 
nial history  of  Maryland,  where  he  is  recorded  as  one  of 
the  proprietary  governors  and  a  man  of  much  independence 
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and  courage.  Benjamin  Ogle  was  born  at  Annapolis  on 
February  7,  1746.  He  had  not,  however,  reached  an  age 
when  the  great  drama  being  acted  before  his  eyps  would  be 
intelligible  to  him  when  death  brought  to  a  close  his  father's 
participation  in  American  affairs.  Although  his  grand- 
father, Benjamin  Tasker,  succeeded  to  the  direction  of  the 
state's  government,  young  Ogle  was  early  sent  to  England 
to  receive  his  education,  and  in  this  way  was  denied  any 
part  in  the  bitter  discussions  that  tore  asunder  the  people 
of  America  and  the  representatives  of  the  English  authori- 
ties just  before  the  Revolution.  When  he  returned  to 
America  he  immediately  began  to  play  a  part,  though  a 
modest  one,  in  the  affairs  of  Maryland.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  council  and  also  served  upon  a  county  com- 
mittee of  observation,  but  he  attracted  no  great  amount 
of  attention  through  either  position.  During  the  years  of 
the  Revolution  he  occupied  a  rather  inconspicuous  place 
in  Maryland  affairs,  generally  holding  aloof  from  the  stir- 
ring events  of  those  stirring  years.  He  first  came  into  real 
prominence  in  the  government  of  the  commonwealth  when 
he  was  elected  state  executive  in  1798. 
I/The  feature  of  Governor  Ogle's  administration  that 
assumed  the  greatest  importance  was  the  widening  of  the 
chasm  between  federalists  and  republicans.  *^Mr.  Ogle's  gov- 
ernorship did  not  witness  a  pitched  battle  between  these  two 
political  forces,  except  in  so  far  as  the  legislature  selected 
as  his  successor  one  who  was  allied  with  the  republican 
party.  But  the  years  during  which  Benjamin  Ogle  was 
executive  witnessed  a  disastrous  blow  to  the  political  adher- 
ents of  the  federalistic  faith  in  the  loss  of  Washington.  It 
has  been  asserted  that  but  for  the  large  influence  of  Washing- 
ton the  constitution  of  the  United  States  would  not  have 
been  adopted  by  Maryland.  The  assertion  is,  perhaps,  a 
bit  extravagant;  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  no  other  man 
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inspired  the  people  of  Maryland  and  of  the  other  states  with 
confidence  in  the  proposed  constitution  to  such  an  extent 
as  did  Washington.  The  name  of  Washington  was  the 
watchword  of  the  federal  party.  His  death,  therefore,  was 
an  enormous  misfortune  to  the  members  of  his  political 
faith.  As  long  as  the  party  leaders  had  his  name  to  parade 
before  the  people  when  the  public's  confidence  wavered, 
so  long  were  they  able  to  cope  with  the  attacks  of  their 
enemies.  But  when  the  influence  of  Washington's  name 
as  a  political  factor  was  lost,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
strength  of  the  republicans  began  to  assert  itself  more  posi- 
tively, then  the  people  of  the  country  generally — except,  of 
course,  the  more  optimistic  republican  leaders — became 
greatly  alarmed.  From  one  end  of  the  nation  to  the  other 
the  people  lost  confidence,  and  the  preparations  of  the  repub- 
licans to  strive  after  control  of  affairs  in  states  and  nation 
were  regarded  as  presaging  the  downfall  of  the  American 
republic. 

When  the  death  of  Washington  was  announced,  Governor 
Ogle,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  general  assembly, 
issued  a  proclamation,  December  18,  1799,  suggesting  that 
"the  eleventh  day  of  February  next  be  observed  through- 
out this  state  as  a  day  of  mourning,  humiliation  and  prayer 
for  the  deceased ;  that  the  citizens  on  that  daygo  into  mourn- 
ing and  abstaining,  as  far  as  may  be,  from  their  secular 
occupation,  devote  the  time  to  the  sacred  duties  of  religion; 
that  they  call  to  mind  the  virtues,  public  services  and  un- 
shaken patriotism  of  the  deceased,  and  admiring,  endeavor 
to  emulate  them;  that  they  implore  the  Most  High  God  to 
supply  his  loss  by  inspiring  them  with  a  love  of  true  liberty 
and  pure  religion,  and  by  dispensing  the  blessing  of  peace 
and  knowledge  throughout  the  land;  and  that  He  would 
grant  to  the  people  of  this  and  the  United  States,  that  the 
wisdom  and  virtues  of  a  Washington  may  never  cease  to 
influence  and  direct  our  public  councils. " 
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Maryland's  history  in  the  closing  years  of  the  eighteenth 
century  reflects  in  no  uncertain  way  the  conflict  which  was 
on  between  the  federalists  and  the  republicans,  and  the 
alarm  caused  by  the  latter's  doctrine  that  the  people  should 
not  regard  as  paramount  in  a  man's  fitness  to  direct  public 
affairs  the  question  of  either  birth  or  wealth. r  This  con- 
flict did  not  reach  its  full  blossom  until  the  early  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  but  the  years  that  were  covered  by  the 
administration  of  Governor  Ogle  witnessed  preparation  for 
battle,  the  alignment  of  opposing  forces;  it  was  the  eve  of  a 
political  war  in  America  for  advancement  along  republican 
lines  in  government.  *>" 

Governor  Ogle  was,  in  a  way,  the  last  of  the  old-time 
federalist  executives.  He  held  office  while  the  republican 
forces  under  Jefferson  were  striving,  and  with  success,  to 
oust  the  federalists  from  control  of  national  affairs.  He 
was  in  office  while  the  leaders  of  Maryland  were  assembling 
their  followers  for  a  like  struggle  within  the  state.  But 
he  was  unmolested  by  either  conflict.  ^He  represented  the 
federal  party,  yet  his  administration,  while  not  noteworthy 
for  any  advancement  which  he  sought  or  helped  to  engineer, 
was  sufficiently  conservative  to  be  inoffensive  to  the  legis- 
lature, no  matter  how  its  political  complexion  might  be 
changing.  The  greatest  praise,  perhaps,  that  can  be  ac- 
corded him  as  state  executive  is  that  of  having  held  office 
for  three  years  without  permitting  the  rancor  that  was  ram- 
pant throughout  the  country  to  reach  the  garments  of  the 
chief  magistrate  f^and,  when  the  bitterness  and  excite- 
ment of  the  period  is  borne  in  mind,  this  accomplishment 
need  not  be  regarded  as  insignificant.  After  the  close  of 
Ogle's  administration,  in  1801 — when  he  was  no  longer 
eligible  for  reflection  because  of  the  constitutional  proviso 
which  restricted  the  state  executive  to  three  terms  of  one 
year  each — he  retired  to  his  estate,  Belair,  where  he  spent 
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his  remaining  days.  Governor  Ogle  was  twice  married, 
Miss  Rebecca  Stilley  and  Miss  Henrietta  Margaret  Hill  being 
his  first  and  second  wives,  respectively.  He  died  on  July  6, 
1809,  in  his  sixty-fourth  year. 
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It  is  a  common  practice  of  American  historians  to  trace 
the  downfall  of  the  federalist  party  to  a  host  of  contribu- 
tory causes,  all  of  which  are  made  to  appear  fairly  plausible, 
but  none  of  which  is  absolutely  conclusive.  The  weak 
spot  of  the  federal  party  was  not  its  political  doctrines 
so  much  as  its  social  decrees;  and  when  the  enemies  of  the 
federalists  beheld  the  vulnerable  spot  in  their  opponents' 
defense  they  threw  their  whole  strength  against  it  and  won 
success.  In  the  Maryland  constitution,  as  adopted  in  1776, 
the  right  to  vote  was  confined  to  those  who  were  above 
the  age  of  twenty-one  and  possessed  real  or  personal 
property  to  a  specific  amount.  A  candidate  for  member  of 
the  house  of  delegates  was  not  eligible  unless  he  owned 
property  to  the  value  of  £500 ;  a  candidate  for  the  state 
senate  had  to  possess  at  least  £1,000  in  his  own  right, 
and  the  office  of  governor  was  not  open  to  those  who  were 
not  independently  rich.  The  struggle  of  the  republicans 
(the  f ounders  of  the  present  democratic  party)  against  the 
federalists  was  for  a  complete  revision  of  this  method  of 
prescribing  who  should  enjoy  the  elective  franchise  and 
hold  public  office.  In  1801  the  leaders  who  were  striving 
for  reforms,  for  a  winning  of  America  from  aristocracy — 
toward  which  it  was  trending — to  republicanism — for  which 
they  felt  the  blood  of  her  sons  had  been  spilled — succeeded 
in  gaining  control  of  the  executive  mansion,  and  with  the 
beginning  of  republican  rule  in  Maryland  was  inaugurated 
a  campaign  against  these  unrepublican  laws  in  the  matter 
of  governing  the  commonwealth.     But  the  election  of  a 
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republican  governor  to  succeed  Mr.  Ogle  represents  more 
than  a  turning  from  aristocratic  principles;  it  is  significant 
as  showing  how  the  political  leaders  of  the  state  were  sub- 
stituting for  a  blind  reverence  of  all  things  federalists  a 
practical  appreciation  of  things  meritorious.  The  feder- 
alists, in  the  day  of  their  glory,  scornfully  cast  out  those 
who  were  not  of  their  way  of  thinking.  The  proposed 
federal  constitution  had  not  pleased  all  the  intellectual 
giants  of  the  land;  but  it  pleased  the  majority,  and  this 
majority  arrogantly  ignored  the  views  of  the  minority. 
Mr.  Mercer,  the  new  chief  magistrate,  however,  was  not 
only  a  man  who  at  the  time  of  his  election  stood  for 
republican  doctrines,  but  one  who,  in  the  days  before  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  had  strongly  opposed  that 
instrument. 

John  Francis  Mercer  was  born  at  Marlborough,  Stafford 
county,  Va.,  on  May  17,  1759.  He  was  the  son  of  Robert 
and  Ann  (Roy)  Mercer  and  grandson  of  Robert  Mercer,  Sr., 
who  emigrated  to  Virginia  in  1740.  He  received  what  in 
those  days  was  considered  a  liberal  academic  education, 
being  graduated  from  William  and  Mary  College  in  1775. 
His  father  planned  to  have  him  prepare  for  the  legal  pro- 
fession; but  the  oncoming  storm  that  was  to  free  the  colo- 
nies interfered.  As  soon  as  war  became  inevitable,  young 
Mercer  cast  aside  his  books  and  sought  an  opportunity  to 
take  up  arms  against  England.  Early  in  the  year  1776 
he  announced  his  intention  of  joining  the  Revolutionary 
forces,  and  on  February  26,  1776,  was  commissioned  lieuten- 
ant in  the  Third  Virginia  Regiment.  He  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Brandy  wine  on  September  11,  1777,  when  he  was 
slightly  wounded.  In  the  same  month  he  was  promoted  to 
captain,  his  commission  dating  from  June  27,£and  the 
following  year  he  became  attached  as  aide-de-camp  to  the 
staff  of  the  ill-fated  and  ill-humored  Charles  Lee. 
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Under  Lee  he  was  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  June  28, 
1778,  when  his  chief  willfully  disobeyed  the  orders  of 
Washington  and  by  his  conduct  left  the  commander-in- 
chief  no  alternative  but  to  have  him  court-martialed. 
Despite  the  disgrace  of  General  Lee,  Mr.  Mercer  stood 
faithfully  by  him,  and  when  the  former  was  suspended  for 
a  year  and  finally  deprived  of  his  commission  his  aide  in 
sympathy  surrendered  his  own  commission  and  returned  to 
his  home  in  Virginia.  But  Mercer  did  not  long  remain  in 
retirement.  Upon  his  return  to  his  native  state  he  set  about 
recruiting  a  regiment  of  horse  soldiers,  which  he  equipped  at 
his  own  expense,  and  then  offered  their  services  to  the  Con- 
tinental army.  He  was  commissioned  lieutenant-colonel  and 
his  regiment  was  joined  to  the  brigade  commanded  by  Gen. 
Robert  Lawson.  In  this  command  Colonel  Mercer  saw 
service  at  Guilford,  N.  C,  as  well  as  in  other  engagements 
during  the  dismal  southern  campaign.  He  later  joined 
Lafayette,  with  whom  his  regiment  remained  until  the 
termination  of  hostilities. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Mercer  returned  to  Marlborough 
and  began  to  study  law.  While  studying  he  came  in  close 
relations  with  one  who  in  later  years  exerted  a  remarkable 
influence  over  his  career.  His  preceptor  was  Thomas 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  feet  of  the  founder  of  democratic 
principles  in  America  Mr.  Mercer  learned  not  only  law,  but 
also  the  true  meaning  of  republicanism  as  differentiated 
from  that  policy  of  aristocracy  which  at  first  shaped  affairs 
in  the  United  States,  and  throughout  his  life  he  continued 
a  faithful  disciple  of  Jefferson.  In  1782  Mercer  was  elected 
a  delegate  from  Virginia  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  served  in  that  body  until  1785.  At  this  time  a  new 
influence  came  into  his  life,  which  was  responsible  for  chang- 
ing the  scene  of  his  activity  from  the  Old  Dominion  to 
Maryland.     Miss  Sophia  Sprigg,  the  daughter  of  a  promi- 
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nent  resident  of  Anne  Arundel  county,  became  Mrs.  Mercer, 
and  the  couple  "set  up  house"  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
Cedar  Park  on  West  river. 

Mercer  was  not  long  in  Maryland  before  he  found  a  loop- 
hole through  which  to  effect  an  entrance  into  the  political 
circles  of  the  state.  He  had  attained  sufficient  prominence 
by  a  little  more  than  a  year's  residence  in  the  county  to  be 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  convention  which  framed  an  instru- 
ment for  the  government  of  the  states  to  supersede  the 
unsuccessful  articles  of  confederation.  This  was  in  1787; 
Mr.  Mercer,  however,  with  other  opponents  of  a  centrali- 
zation of  governmental  authority,  fought  bitterly  against 
the  proposed  constitution.  When  these  opponents  found 
their  voice  did  not  prevail  and  that  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  convention  ignored  their  protests,  they 
withdrew  from  the  convention.  With  the  bolters,  besides 
Mr.  Mercer,  were  Luther  Martin,  of  Maryland,  and  George 
Mason,  of  Virginia.  Martin,  as  the  attorney-general  of 
Maryland,  appeared  before  the  state  convention  appointed 
to  consider  the  proposed  federal  constitution,  and  in  an 
eloquent  speech  set  forth  all  the  weak  points  of  the 
instrument.  But  despite  the  protests  of  Martin  and  Mercer, 
Maryland,  in  1788,  ratified  the  constitution.  Although 
Mercer  had  opposed  the  constitution,  he  appeared  as  a 
candidate  for  the  national  house  of  representatives  in  the 
first  election  held  under  that  instrument.  In  this  election, 
held  in  January,  1789,  Mr.  Mercer  was  not  announced  as  a 
republican — for  the  republican  party  had  not  then  been 
formed — but  came  before  the  voters  as  an  anti-federalist. 
As  was  to  have  been  expected,  all  the  successful  candidates 
were  supporters  of  the  recently  ratified  constitution,  but 
Mercer  did  not  make  as  unfavorable  a  showing  as  plight 
have  been  expected  when  his  action  in  the  constitutional 
convention  is  borne  in  mind. 
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Three  years  later,  1792,  Mr.  Mercer  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  state  legislature,  and  shortly  afterward  he  was  sent 
to  congress,  being  named  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
Representative  William  Pinkney,  resigned.  He  served  in 
the  house  of  representatives  from  February  6,  1792,  to  April 
13,  1794.  From  this  latter  date  up  to  the  beginning  of  the 
nineteenth  century  Mr.  Mercer  did  not  occupy  official  posi- 
tion, but  labored  faithfully  in  Maryland  in  the  interests  of  a 
reform  in  the  governmental  system.  The  federal  party 
continued  in  control  of  the  state's  affairs  until  1801, 
though  for  many  years  every  inch  of  its  way  was  contested. 
Finally,  the  republican  party  succeeded  in  gaining  a  foot- 
hold in  the  house  of  delegates  and  a  large  enough  represen- 
tation in  the  state  senate  to  elect  John  Francis  Mercer  as 
governor,  November  9,  1801.  Governor  Mercer  served 
two  terms  of  one  year  each,  being  reelected  in  1802.  His 
administration  is  noteworthy  for  radical  reforms  in  the 
governmental  institutions  of  Maryland.  But  the  chief  of 
these  reforms  must  of  necessity  lose  much  of  its  significance 
to  the  reader  of  today,  who  has  been  reared  in  an  atmosphere 
where  the  vote  of  the  poor  man  is  supposed,  at  least,  to 
equal  that  of  the  citizen  of  wealth  in  the  choosing  of  legis- 
lators. The  day  when  only  aristocrats  were  the  voters  and 
office-holders  and  custom-takers  are  so  far  removed  that  in 
the  distance  nearly  all  of  the  detail  is  lost.  But  it  was  that 
political  organization  whose  representative — Mercer — was  in 
the  executive  chamber  which  first  gave  to  Marylanders  real 
equality. 

;In  1 80 1  the  same  general  assembly  which  elected  a  re- 
publican governor  passed  a  bill — originating  in  the  strongly 
republican  house — by  which  the  right  to  vote  was  given  to 
"every  free  white  male  citizen  of  this  state  *  *  *  above 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  having  resided  twelve  months  in 
the  county  next  preceding  the  election  at  which  he  offers 
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to  vote."  This  law  opposed  the'  practice  of  confining  the 
elective  franchise  to  those  citizens  who  possessed  freeholds 
of  at  least  fifty  acres  of  land.  This  one  attainment  of  the 
Mercer  administration  so  completely  overshadows  all  other 
things  that  it  assumes  the  aspect  of  being  the  one  feature  of 
importance. 

Governor  Mercer  was  succeeded  in  1803  by  Robert  Bowie, 
another  republican,  and  returned  to  his  estate,  Cedar  Park. 
For  some  years  thereafter  he  lived  in  retirement,  looking 
after  his  personal  interests.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
served  on  several  occasions  in  the  state  legislature.  When 
the  agitation  for  a  second  war  with  England  was  in  progress, 
Mr.  Mercer  sided  with  the  federalist  party,  inasmuch  as  he 
was  opposed  to  the  conflict.  He  framed  a  petition  calling 
upon  congress  to  use  its  influence  to  prevent  an  outbreak  of 
hostilities  arid  secured  thereto  many  signatures,  but  the 
paper  never  reached  the  hands  for  which  it  had  been  in- 
tended. The  ex-governor  went  to  Philadelphia  in  182 1  to 
consult  with  physicians  there,  regarding  an  affliction  from 
which  he  was  suffering.  But  the  journey  proved  futile. 
He  died  in  Philadelphia  on  Aftgust  20,  182 1,  while  under 
treatment. 
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Certain  apologists,  performing  for  a  season  the  duties 
of  historians,  have  sought  to  read  into  the  early  state  history 
of  Maryland  naught  but  what  is  admirable,  patriotic  and 
sublime.  While  the  sentiments  which  actuated  them  are 
undoubtedly  noble,  their  performances  have  frequently 
done  less  to  excite  favorable  regard  than  would  have  been 
the  case  had  they  been  critical  instead  of  worshipful.  It  is 
possible,  for  instance,  for  the  highly  imaginative  to  see  in 
Maryland's  partial  opposition  to  the  second  war  with  Eng- 
land only  an  all-controlling  love  of  peace  and  concord;  but 
it  is  more  in  accord  with  the  facts  to  remember,  when 
approaching  that  period  of  the  state's  history  which  paral- 
lels the  war  of  1812-15,  that  many  of  the  leaders  who 
denounced  the  conflict  did  not  love  peace  and  concord  one- 
half  so  much  as  they  did  their  own  pet  theories,  which  they 
were  trying  to  saddle  upon  the  people.  Again,  it  is  pos- 
sible for  the  apologist  to  find  certain  credulous  followers 
when  he  explains  away  the  several  mob  outbreaks  at  this 
time  by  charging  them  to  a  foreign  and  ruffian  element; 
but  the  Baltimore  mob,  which  gave  evidence  of  the  crim- 
inal extremes  to  which  uncontrolled  patriotism  may  go,  was 
in  truth  very  representative  of  a  large  portion  of  the  pop- 
ulation of  Maryland  in  the  closing  years  of  the  eighteenth 
century  and  in  the  first  part  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
These  men  in  their  day  indulged  in  public  ceremonies,  which, 
if  practiced  today,  would  create  considerable  doubt  as  to  the 
sanity  of  the  participants.  Publicly  to  burn  effigies  and 
portraits  of  those  who  had  fallen  under  the  people's  dis- 
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pleasure  was  a  common  practice,  then  given  all  the  form- 
ality of  a  state  ceremony;  and  the  same  men  whom  some 
historians  seek  to  make  so  serious  and  lofty-purposed  went 
further,  and  took  part  in  the  public  interment  of  the  ashes 
of  such  effigies  and  likenesses  after  they  had  burned  them. 
This  lack  of  proper  restraint  is  not  dwelt  upon  to  dis- 
parage the  people  of  Maryland  of  a  century  ago,  but  rather 
as  a  means  toward  understanding  fully  the  actions  of  cer- 
tain leaders  of  that  time.  It  intensifies  the  light  which 
existing  chronicles  throw  upon  the  life  of  the  first  Governor 
Bowie,  for  without  the  background  of  excessively  enthusi- 
astic partisans  and  of  the  general  wild  delirium  of  his  time 
Mr.  Bowie  might  be  unjustly  discounted  because  of  some 
peculiar  traits  which  he  displayed  on  certain  occasions  and 
which  were  really  characteristic  of  his  time. 

Robert  Bowie,  third  son  of  Capt.  William  and  Margaret 
(Sprigg)  Bowie,  was  born  at  Mattaponi,  near  Nottingham, 
Prince  George's  county,  in  March,  1750.  He  attended  suc- 
cessively the  schools  of  Rev.  Mr.  Eversfield,  near  his  own 
home,  and  of  Rev.  Mr.  Cradock,  near  Baltimore.  But  in 
his  youth  he  gave  first  thought  to  romance  and  things  ro- 
mantic, and  was  daring  enough  to  put  his  visionary  theories 
into  practice  early  by  eloping  with  the  daughter  of  Gen. 
James  John  Mackall,  Priscilla,  who,  when  young  Bowie 
discovered  her  attractions,  was  not  yet  fifteen  years  of 
age,  while  her  impulsive  swain  was  just  past  nineteen. 
With  the  rashness  of  youth  they  married  immediately; 
the  union  fortunately  revealed  in  later  years  the  uncon- 
scious wisdom  of  the  principals.  Bowie's  father  pre- 
sented him  a  house  and  lot  in  Nottingham  and  also  a  farm 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  village,  and  in  1791,  when  the  elder 
Bowie  died,  the  son  inherited  the  paternal  estate  of 
Mattaponi,  where  he  usually  spent  his  summer  months. 

Bowie  was  twenty-four  years  of  age  when  the  Freeholders' 
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convention  at  Upper  Marlboro,  in  November,  1774,  placed 
him  on  a  committee  to  carry  into  effect  the  resolutions  of  the 
Continental  congress.  On  September  12,  1775,  he,  with 
certain  others  of  his  fellow-countians,  was  instructed  to 
enroll  a  company  of  "minute  men,"  and  early  in  1776  Mr. 
Bowie  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant  of  a  company  of 
militia  organized  in  Nottingham.  He  was  promoted  to 
a  captaincy  on  June  21,  1776,  and  accompanied  the 
Maryland  forces  when  they  joined  Washington  in  his  early 
campaign  near  New  York.  Captain  Bowie  took  part  in 
several  of  the  important  battles  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and,  although  he  won  no  great  glory,  he  always  displayed 
good  judgment  and  courage.  When  a  treaty  of  peace  was 
patched  up  between  England  and  her  former  colonies,  Mr. 
Bowie  returned  to  his  county  and  sought  fresh  excitement 
in  politics.  Despite  his  long  absence,  he  soon  won  enough 
support  to  be  sent  to  the  house  of  delegates.  On  October 
XS»  1785,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  lower  house  of  the 
general  assembly,  and  he  was  reelected  five  times  consecu- 
tively. 

Then  there  was  a  break  of  ten  years  in  Bowie's  political  ser- 
vice, during  which  time,  however,  he  filled  the  post  of  major 
of  militia  and  also  that  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  Prince 
George's  county.  When  Maryland  began  to  experiment  with 
things  democratic,  Mr.  Bowie  was  again  given  a  place  in  the 
council  halls,  being  in  the  lower  house  of  the  general  assembly 
from  1 801  to  1803.  During  this  period  Governor  Mercer, 
the  first  republican  state  executive,  directed  the  affairs  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  his  administration  witnessed  a 
breaking  away  from  those  old  ideas  which  denied  to  a  man 
who  had  not  been  born  in  a  silk-stocking  or  fat-pursed 
family  the  capacity  for  thinking  or  acting  upon  affairs  of 
government.  But  the  pendulum  of  public  sentiment  was 
not  to  pause  halfway  between  the  extremes  of  federalism 
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and  democracy.  Mercer  was  not  radical  enough  for  the 
masses  who  then,  for  the  first  time,  were  feeling  the  effects  of 
equality  theories  which  they  had  freely  imbibed  until  they 
were  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  Mercer  was  democratic, 
but  he  was  not  radically  democratic,  and  therefore  the 
people  clamored  for  someone  who  should  stand  for  radi- 
calism and  Mr.  Bowie  seemed  the  man. 

On  November  17,  1803,  the  general  assembly  cast  a 
majority  of  its  votes  in  favor  of  Mr.  Bowie  as  successor  to 
Governor  Mercer.  At  this  time  fie  was  a  member  of  the 
general  assembly,  but  on  the  following  day  he  presented  his 
resignation  to  the  house  of  delegates  that  he  might  assume 
charge  of  the  gubernatorial  office.  Governor  Bowie  was 
reelected  for  a  one  year  term  in  1804  and  again  in  1805, 
which  made  his  first  administration  cover  the  period  from  the 
fall  of  1803  to  the  fall  of  1806,  the  full  three  years  for  which  he 
was  eligible.  The  first  Bowie  administration  was  noteworthy 
on  account  of  two  national  events  of  moment.  The  one 
was  the  reelection  of  Thomas  Jefferson  The  other  was 
the  beginning  of  foreign  interference  with  American  com- 
merce. While  the  European  nations  had  been  engaged 
generally  in  waning  with  one  another,  the  maritime  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States  had  grown  considerably,  until 
the  new  nation  came  to  assume  a  position  of  no  little  impor- 
tance in  the  commerce  of  the  world.  As  soon,  however, 
as  England  and  France  laid  aside  their  weapons  of  war  long 
enough  to  realize  that  a  commercial  competitor  had  arisen, 
there  was  born  a  determination  to  crush  the  shipping 
industry  of  the  United  States  by  whatever  means  would 
produce  most  quickly  the  desired  results.  Thus  began  the 
depredations  of  the  mother  country  upon  the  commerce  of 
her  late  colonies,  and  on  this  hinged  the  War  of  1812-1815, 
as  well  as  the  bitter  conflict  to  the  death  between  the  feder- 
alists and  the  republicans.-  Although  the  full  effect  of  this 
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conflict  between  the  two  political  bodies  that  came  to  pose 
as  the  "war  party"  and  the  "  peace  party"  was  not  felt  until 
some  years  after  the  close  of  Bowie's  first  administration, 
nevertheless  the  widening  of  the  gap  between  these  two 
organizations  bore  fruit  during  his  initial  service  as  gover- 
nor in  a  struggle  which  resulted  in  the  impeachment  of 
Judge  Samuel  Chase — as  strictly  partisan  a  bit  of  work  as 
the  bringing  to  trial  of  Andrew  Johnson  at  the  close  of  the 
Civil  War,  and  fully  as  undignified  a  proceeding. 

After  his  retirement  in  1807,  Governor  Bowie  was  ap- 
pointed a  justice  of  the  peace.  The  following  year  he  was 
named  as  a  member  of  the  levy  court  of  his  county,  and 
he  was  a  presidential  elector  in  1809,  for  Madison.  But  it 
was  not  until  the  year  181 1 — the  eve  of  the  second  war 
with  England — that  .he  once  more  came  into  prominence 
as  the  state  champion  of  the  republican  party  of  Maryland. 
The  federalists  were  then  fighting  bitterly  against  the 
advocates  of  war  with  England,  and  the  federalists,  while 
not  in  control  of  the  state  affairs,  were  still  a  considerable 
factor  in  Maryland  politics.  The  party  was  strong  enough 
to  defeat  Bowie  when  he  was  brought  forward  as  a  candi- 
date for  senatorial  elector,  but  the  republicans  had  a  strong 
hand  in  the  general  assembly  and  succeeded,  on  November 
11,  181 1,  in  again  electing  him  chief  magistrate.  At  this 
time  there  were  practically  only  two  political  divisions  in 
the  state  and  the  distance  between  the  two  was  vast.  The 
federalists  were,  with  few  exceptions,  against  a  declaration 
of  hostilities  with  England.  The  republican  party,  almost 
unanimously,  was  for  war. 

In  June,  181 2,  congress  declared  war,  and  the  news, 
reaching  Annapolis,  fired  the  heart  of  the  "war"  executive. 
The  Annapolis  Gazette  of  that  date  records  that  "the  Gov- 
ernor was  so  rejoiced  when  he  heard  the  news  that  he  did 
not  wait  for  his  hat,  but  proceeded  through  the  streets 
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bareheaded  to  the  state  house,  where  he  congratulated  the 
leaders  upon  the  welcome  news. "  When  the  governor  of 
the  state  could  show  such  uncontrolled  enthusiasm,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  less  cultured  people  of  the 
state  who  were  of  his  own  political  faith  should  also  have 
been  deeply  stirred.  Throughout  Maryland  the  supporters 
of  Bowie  were  aroused  to  a  high  pitch  of  excitement.  Unfor- 
tunately, at  this  very  moment  the  editor  of  a  Baltimore 
paper  was  indiscreet  enough  to  print  an  article  that 
angered  those  against  whom  it  was  directed.  It  was  a 
red  rag  cast  before  the  face  of  an  already  maddened  bull,  and 
the  bull,  true  to  his  nature,  gored  the  tormentor.  The 
people  of  the  city  turned  out  and  killed  a  few  federalists  and 
beat  a  few  others,  and  then  returned  home  to  gloat  over  the 
fact  that  the  nation  had  actually  entered  upon  a  foreign 
war. 

It  was  this  excess  of  the  republicans  that  did  most  at 
that  time  to  take  from  them  their  lately  acquired  power  in 
Maryland  affairs.  Since  the  governor  was  a  republican 
and  the  members  of  the  Baltimore  mob  were  republicans, 
the  inference  was  made  that  the  deeds  of  violence  per- 
formed were  not  altogether  distasteful  to  the  state's  execu- 
tive. Bowie  was  requested  to  apprehend  the  instigators 
of  the  riot,  and  because  he  failed  the  federalists  accused  him 
of  shielding  criminals.  Whatever  blame  was  chargeable 
to  Bowie,  either  for  the  uprising  against  the  federalists  or 
for  the  escape  of  their  assailants,  he  was  made  to  suffer 
greatly  for  the  affair.  The  most  positive  result  was  the 
terminating  of  his  political  career,  for  thereafter,  although 
all  his  energies  were  concentrated  upon  a  series  of  endeavors 
to  regain  his  former  hold  upon  the  political  machinery  of 
the  state,  he  was  not  a  considerable  factor  in  Maryland. 
At  the  close  of  his  term  he  was  succeeded  by  a  federalist, 
Levin  Winder. 
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From  181 2  until  his  death  Mr.  Bowie  fought  to  be 
returned  to  the  executive  chair,  and  in  his  endeavors 
he  was  ably  seconded  by  the  unbroken  rank  of  the  republi- 
can party.  In  1813  and  again  in  1814  he  opposed  Winder 
and  181 5  and  in  181 6,  he  was  the  republican  candidate 
against  Ridgely,  federalist,  but  at  all  of  these  elections 
his  followers  were  unable  to  count  enough  ballots  to 
bring  him  the  coveted  vindication.  In  181 7  an  effort  was 
made  to  elect  him  United  States  senator,  but  once  more  the 
labors  of  his  followers  were  futile.  He  was  a  man  of  remark- 
able determination,  as  is  shown  by  his  unceasing  struggle 
to  regain  his  authority  in  the  state,  and  he  was  a  man  who 
held  unwaveringly  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-men,  as  is 
attested  by  the  continued  support  of  his  followers  despite  re- 
peated defeats.  What  his  tenacity  and  the  hearty  support 
of  his  friends  might  have  finally  accomplished  for  Bowie 
must  forever  remain  an  unsolved  problem,  for  in  the  winter 
of  181 7  he  was  attacked  by  pneumonia,  which  resulted  in 
his  death  on  January  8,  1818. 
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A  source  of  no  little  bewilderment  to  the  average  reader 
of  early  national  history  is  the  almost  endless  array  of 
"great"  statesmen  who  then,  administered  the  affairs  of 
federal  and  state  governments.  Every  commonwealth, 
according  to  the  chroniclers  of  its  early  state  history,  would 
appear  to  have  contributed  an  amazingly  large  quota  of 
masters  in  the  art  of  statecraft,  so  that  it  may  seem  as  if 
the  bulk  of  genius  for  statesmanship  that  has  been  cultured 
by  American  soil  was  concentrated  in  the  half  century  begin- 
ning about  1765.  But  this  apparent  disproportionateness 
between  the  ratio  of  "great"  statesmen  to  the  population 
a  hundred  or  more  years  ago  and  today  does  not  really  extend 
beneath  the  surface  of  things.  The  reader  who  follows  his- 
tory as  a  pastime  rather  than  as  a  study  must  keep  fully 
in  mind  two  conditions  which  have  tended  to  give  undue 
prominence  to  the  labors  of  the  early  participants  in  public 
affairs  in  Maryland  and  the  other  sections  of  the  United 
States.  The  first  of  these  conditions  is  the  result  of  a 
practice  of  American  historians  in  general,  which  may  be 
regarded  as  either  a  crime  or  a  virtue  according  to  the  views 
of  the  individual,  of  stressing  unduly  all  early  history  and 
slighting  indiscriminately  all  later  history.  The  second 
condition  which  has  tended  to  exaggerate  the  importance 
of  national  and  state  laborers  of  early  years  in  American 
affairs  is  a  natural  one.  The  extent  of  the  nation  from  north 
to  south  was  almost  as  great  in  those  years  as  it  is 
today,  while  the  borders  stretched  far  to  the  westward. 
At  the  same  time  there  had  not  been  introduced  any  modes 
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of  rapid  transportation,  and,  therefore,  figuratively  speak- 
ing, the  expanse  of  the  United  States  was  greater  a  century 
ago  than  in  1908,  for  in  the  mind  of  the  average  early  citizen 
Boston  was  farther  removed  from  Baltimore  than  is  San 
Francisco  today.  In  addition  to  this,  the  land  was  sparsely 
populated,  and  these  two  natural  circumstances  were  bound 
to  dilate  in  the  eyes  of  the  masses  the  importance  of  any 
residents  in  their  own  neighborhood  who  attained  to  even 
a  small  degree  of  prominence  in  strictly  local  affairs. 

Some  readjustment  of  the  standards  of  measurement  is 
essential  before  approaching  the  public  career  of  Governor 
Wright,  who  succeeded  Robert  Bowie,  so  that  the  true  worth 
of  his  services  to  state  and  nation  can  be  ascertained. 
Mr.  Wright  was,  first  of  all,  a  man  free  of  shams  and  one  who 
did  not  indulge  in  heroics  for  the  applause  of  the  gallery. 
He  was,  at  the  proper  time,  as  much  a  cavalier  as  any  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  and  countenanced  the  meeting  of  two  men 
upon  a  field  of  honor  to  engage  in  shooting  at  one  another's 
anatomy.  He  was  also,  at  the  proper  time,  as  ready  as  any 
of  his  fellow-citizens  to  engage  in  popular  discussions  of  the 
day,  but,  not  altogether  in  keeping  with  the  majority  of 
his  fellows,  he  made  such  debate  a  battle  of  arguments  and 
well-thought-out  conclusions  instead  of  a  word-juggling 
exhibition  with  flowers  of  speech  and  mock  sentiments.  He 
was,  nevertheless,  both  a  rhetorician  and  an  orator.  In 
brief  Mr.  Wright  possessed  to  a  very  considerable  degree  the 
qualities  of  a  statesman,  though  it  were  wrong  to  class  him 
as  a  "great"  statesman  both  for  truth's  sake  and  the  fact 
that  the  term  has  been  so  long  abused  in  connection  with 
those  not  richly  endowed,  that  it  means  decidedly  less  than 
simply  statesman. 

Robert  Wright  was  the  son  of  Judge  Solomon  Wright, 
whose  ancestors  for  several  generations  back  had  been  prom- 
inent in  the  affairs  of  Queen  Anne's  county  and  the  Eastern 
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Shore  of  Maryland.  Judge  Solomon  Wright  served  his 
county  in  the  Maryland  conventions  which  met  during  the 
period  from  17  71  to  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  first  court  of  appeals  of  the  state,  and 
so  continued  till  his  death.  Robert  Wright  was  born  on 
November  20,  1752.  He  received  his  preparatory  training 
at  such  schools  as  his  native  county  afforded,  while  the  finish- 
ing touches  to  his  academic  education  were  obtained  at 
Washington  College.  Subsequently  he  studied  for  the  bar, 
and  was  about  to  set  up  as  an  attorney  in  Chestertown  when 
the  American  colonies  took  up  arms  against  the  mother 
country.  He  promptly  joined  Capt.  James  Kent's  com- 
pany of  Queen  Anne's  "minute  men,"  and  took  part  in  a 
short  campaign  against  Lord  Drummond's  legion  of  tones  in 
Virginia.  Subsequently  he  was  commissioned  second  lieu- 
tenant in  the  militia,  and  later  by  resolution  of  congress 
was  made  a  captain  in  the  Continental  army,  in  which  capa- 
city he  served  at  Brandywine,  Paoli,  and  other  battlefields. 
That  his  military  performances  were  creditable  may  be 
taken  for  granted,  since  the  later  career  of  the  man  proved 
his  spirit  of  thinking  no  duty  too  small  to  be  performed 
well;  but  had  he  been  dependent  upon  his  military  exploits 
alone  for  fame,  his  name  would  have  been  honored  by  no 
greater  recognition,  perhaps,  than  that  of  being  printed  upon 
the  carefully  guarded  and  seldom  read  records  of  the  Con- 
tinental forces.  Although  Mr.  Wright  was  not  a  signal 
success  as  a  military  leader,  he  had  coursing  through  "his 
veins  that  old  spirit  of  militarism  which  fostered  the  duello. 
On  one  occasion  he  had  a  disagreement  with  Edward  Lloyd, 
who  in  after  years  became  prominent  as  a  legislator  and  was 
elected  as  Wright's  successor  in  the  gubernatorial  office. 
The  disagreement  led  to  a  challenge.  In  the  duel  which  fol- 
lowed, neither  principal,  fortunately,  was  fatally  wounded, 
but  Mr.  Wright  for  some  time  thereafter  limped  in  public 
and  in  private  nursed  a  bullet  hole  in  his  toe. 
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Governor  Wright  began  his  political  career  early  in  the 
eighties.  About  this  time  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
De  Courcy,  the  daughter  of  Col.  William  De  Courcy ,  a  man  of 
prominence  in  colonial  days.  From  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tion up  to  the  first  year  of  the  nineteenth  century  Mr.  Wright 
was  several  times  called  upon  to  serve  his  county  in  the  general 
assembly.  In  accordance  with  the  required  qualifications, 
of  candidates  for  the  legislature  he  was  presented  by  his 
father  with  250  acres  of  land,  which  remained  in  his  pos- 
session throughout  his  lifetime.  This,  together  with  some 
1750  additional  acres  of  his  landed  property  was  skillfully 
managed  by  him,  for  he  was  a  student  of  agriculture  and  a 
breeder  of  the  thoroughbred  horse  and  other  animals. 
V  Governor  Wright's  services  as  a  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture were  sufficiently  meritorious  to  win  for  him  a  seat  in 
the  senate  of  the  United  States  in  1801.  It  was  at  the  time 
of  the  republican  upheaval,  and  Mr.  Wright  won  office  as 
one  of  the  forerunners  of  the  great  republican  party,  which 
in  later  years  was  changed  in  name  if  not  in  principle 
and  became  the  democratic  party  of  the  United  States. 
The  term  for  which  he  was  elected  senator  was  for  six  years, 
or  from  1801  to  1807.  It  was,  however,  while  serving  in 
the  upper  house  of  the  national  legislature  that  he  was  chosen 
governor  of  Maryland.  This  was  on  November  10,  1806, 
and  he  promptly  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate.  *V 

In  accepting  the  gubernatorial  office  Wright  sketched 
-as  comprehensively  as  possible  his  stand  upon  great  national 
issues  during  the  years  that  he  had  been  in  congress.  "I 
have  most  cordially  codperated, "  he  said,  "  with  a  virtuous 
administration  in  promoting  the  best  interests  of  our  com- 
mon country;  in  repealing  such  laws  as  imposed  odious  and 
unnecessary  taxes  on  our  fellow-citizens;  in  restoring  the 
national  judiciary  to  the  state  it  had  obtained  in  the  time 
of  our  Washington;  in  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  and  there- 
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fore  extending  to  our  western  brethren  the  great  advan- 
tages of  the  important  port  of  Orleans,  and  the  navigation 
of  the  Missouri,  with  all  its  tributary  streams;  in  the  meas- 
ures adopted  to  acquire  the  Floridas  that  the  American 
empire  might  be  consolidated  and  a  risk  of  collisions  with  a 
colony  of  Spain  avoided;  in  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  of 
peace  with  all  our  foreign  relations,  with  temper  and  good 
faith;  in  an  honest  neutrality  with  all  the  belligerent  powers, 
and  in  aji  exact  discharge  of  every  duty  imposed  on  us  by 
existing  treaties  or  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  in  the  laudable 
attention  that  has  been  paid  to  our  native  brethren,  the 
savage  tribes,  in  instructing  them  in  the  culture  of  the  soil 
and  domestic  manufactures,  and  thereby  inducing  them  to 
convert  their  scalping  knives  into  pruning  hooks  and  their 
tomahawks  into  implements  of  husbandry,  and  both  by 
precepts  and  examples  teaching  them  to  prefer  the  pacific 
olive  to  the  bloody  laurel. " 

*  The  affairs  of  the  state  executive  department  were  di- 
rected by  Governor  Wright  for  almost  three  years.  He  was 
elected  in  November,  1806,  and  reelected  in  1807  and  1808. 
During  this  period  the  most  important  task  performed  by 
the  executive  office  was  the  preparation  of  the  state  for  the 
conflict  with  England,  which  was  then  threatened.  The 
governor  stood  firmly  by  the  administration  of  President 
Jefferson,  and  when  the  founder  of  democracy  declined  to 
become  a  candidate  for  a  third  term  Governor  Wright, 
with  other  followers  of  the  president,  sought  to  influence 
him  to  reconsider  the  matter.  During  the  third  year  of 
Governor  Wright's  administration  a  judicial  post  that  he 
had  long  coveted  became  vacant,  and  in  the  hope  of  being 
elected  judge  he  resigned  the  governorship.  Early  in  May, 
1807,  James  Butcher  issued  a  proclamation  as  acting  gov- 
ernor, in  which  announcement  was  made  of  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  Wright  on  May  6,  and  a  session  of  the  legislature  was 
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called  for  the  election  of  a  successor.  Governor  Wright 
was  entitled  to  serve  until  November  of  the  year  in  which 
he  resigned,  but  realizing  that  he  would  then  be  ineligible 
for  reelection,  and  hoping  to  obtain  the  desired  judgeship, 
he  let  go  the  bird  in  hand  for  the  two  in  the  bush.  But 
the  latter  were  not  captured  then,  though  many  years  later 
Mr.  Wright  was  appointed  an  associate  judge  in  the  dis- 
trict of  which  his  friends  had  hoped  to  make  him  chief 
judge. 

In  1 8 10  Mr.  Wright  was  elected  to  congress,  this  time 
serving  in  the  lower  house,  where  he  continued  until  March 
3,  1817.  He  was  again  elected  in  1820,  to  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives and  served  for  one  term  of  two  years.  It  was 
then  that  he  finally  gained  an  appointment  as  judge  of  the 
district  court  for  the  second  judicial  district  of  Maryland, 
which  gave  him  jurisdiction  over  Cecil,  Kent,  Queen  Anne's 
and  Talbot  counties.  In  this  position  he  continued  until 
his  death.  Governor  Wright  was  married  twice,  the  second 
Mrs.  Wright  having  been  a  Miss  Ringgold,  of  Kent  county, 
by  whom  he  had  one  child,  who  was  named  after  Lafayette. 
Governor  Wright  died  at  Blakeford,  on  September  7, 1826, 
and  was  buried  at  Chestor-on-Wye,  a  homestead  of  the 
De  Courcy  family  from  different  branches  of  which  came 
respectively  his  paternal  grandmother  and  his  first  wife. 
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For  the  first  thirty  years  of  Maryland's  statehood  the 
executive  mansion  was  filled  by  citizens  who  had  witnessed 
the  American  colonies'  struggle  for  independence.  These 
governors  had  nearly  all  taken  some  part  in  the  Revolution. 
Such  men  as  Johnson,  Paca  and  Lee,  had  not  only  followed 
the  rupture  between  the  mother  country  and  the  colonies 
from  its  beginning,  but  had  also  taken  part  many  years  be- 
fore the  Revolution,  in  those  contests  which  presaged  serious 
trouble  for  England  should  she  persistin  ignoring  the  rights 
of  the  colonies.  Of  course  not  all  of  the  state  governors 
during  these  first  thirty  years  had  played  as  large  a  part  in 
Maryland's  last  years  as  a  colony  as  did  Johnson,  Paca  and 
Lee,  but  their  lives  extended  well  back  into  colonial  times, 
and  they  had  come  to  be  looked  upon  by  the  people  as  char- 
ter members  of  the  commonwealth  of  Maryland.  For  this 
reason  when  the  reader  turns  from  the  administration  of 
Robert  Wright  to  that  of  his  successor  he  feels  that  he  has 
advanced  well  into  the  life  of  the  American  Republic,  and 
that  Maryland  in  1809  was  no  longer  in  its  infancy  as  a 
state,  ^r.  Lloyd,  who  followed  Governor  Wright  in  office, 
was  not  a  Revolutionary  character,  for  it  was  not  until 
well  into  the  struggle  that  he  was  born.  He  is,  therefore, 
the  initial  member  of  a  new  class  in  the  gallery  of  Mary- 
land governors. 

Edward  Lloyd — the  fifth  of  that  name  in  Maryland  his- 
tory— was  born  at  Wye  House,  Talbot  county,  July  22, 
1779.  At  that  time  the  American  Revolution  had  entered 
upon  its  fourth  year,  while  the  state  government  of  Mary- 
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land  had  been  in  existence  for  almost  as  many  years  and 
Governor  Johnson  was  bringing  to  a  close  the  first  admin- 
istration. Although  the  ancestry  of  the  average  man  may 
not  be  of  as  much  importance  as  the  genealogically  inclined 
would  make  believe,  the  family  connection  of  Governor 
Lloyd  is  of  considerable  moment  in  a  study  of  his  public 
career,  since  it  was,  perhaps,  due  more  to  the  family  that  he 
represented  than  to  himself  that  he  was  so  early  in  life 
afforded  an  opportunity  to  enter  the  public  service.  The 
father  of  the  governor  had  been  active  in  Maryland  affairs 
during  the  years  preceding  the  War  of  Independence,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  body  which  framed  for  the  state  its 
first  constitution.  The  Lloyds  were  typical  of  the  old 
southern  landed  families  which  during  colonial  and  early 
state  years  exerted  almost  dictatorial  authority  in  the  state. 
The  family  in  intellectual  equipment  was  far  above  the 
average  and  in  addition  was  possessed  of  the  means  which 
gave  it,  in  the  regard  of  the  less  fortunate  citizens,  the  right 
to  direct. 

Edward  Lloyd — the  governor — was  given  such  early 
training  as  could  be  provided  for  the  sons  of  the  better  class 
of  Marylanders.  He  went  to  a  private  school  and  studied 
under  tutors  until  he  had  acquired  sufficient  knowledge  to 
begin  his  public  career.  The  real  training  of  the  man, 
however,  was  gained  not  at  school  nor  from  books,  but  by 
coming  in  contact  with  thinking  men  and  in  pondering  over 
questions  of  public  import.  Mr.  Lloyd  was  practically 
reared  in  public  life.  He  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  state 
legislature  in  1800.  At  that  time  he  was  just  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  or  barely  within  the  borders  of  the  constitutional 
requirements.  He  served  in  the  house  of  delegates  from 
1800  to  1805,  and  during  that  period  his  labors  developed 
his  talents  and  widened  his  popularity  in  his  own  section. 
His  supporters  determined  to  enlarge  the  scope  of  his  ser- 
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vices  and  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Joseph  Hopper 
Nicholson,  who  had  resigned  upon  bteing  appointed  judge 
of  the  Maryland  courts  of  appeals.  Mr.  Lloyd's  services  in 
the  lower  house  of  the  national  legislature  began  in  1806  in 
the  ninth  congress.  He  was  reelected  a  member  of  the 
tenth  congress,  but  his  congressional  career  was  brought 
to  a  close  by  his  election  as  the  successor  of  Governor  Wright, 
who  had  resigned  the  governorship  in  the  hope  of  being 
ejected  chief  district  judge  of  Maryland.  -  Governor  Wright, 
gave  up  his  office  in  May,  1809,  and  the  general  assembly, 
which  was  convened  in  extra  session  to  choose  a  new  execu- 
tive, elected  Mr.  Lloyd  governor  on  Monday,  June  5,  1809. 
The  election  was  for  the  unexpired  portion  of  Governor 
Wright's  term — to  November,  1809.  And  ifr.  Lloyd  was 
twice  reelected  for  one  year  terms  in  November,  1809,  and 
November,  18 10. 

His  occupancy  of  the  gubernatorial  office  witnessed  the 
repeal  of  the  embargo  act,  which  had  been  passed  while 
Governor  Lloyd  was  a  member  of  congress.  During  his 
administration  a  notable  victory  was  scored  for  republican- 
ism. This  triumph  was  the  granting  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise to  the  people  regardless  of  the  question  whether  or  not 
they  were  possessed  of  real  estate  or  personal  property  to  a 
considerable  extent.  The  free  ballot  act,  which  repealed 
all  property  qualifications,  was  confirmed  by  an  act  of  1809 
— the  first  year  in  which  Mr.  Lloyd  was  executive  of  the 
state.  During  Governor  Lloyd's  administration  the  two 
leading  political  parties  seem  to  have  been  fairly  well 
divided  in  Maryland.  The  balance  of  power — although  the 
republicans  had  for  some  time  controlled  the  gubernatorial 
office — did  not  seem  to  remain  long  with  either  party,  and 
it  was  around  the  beginning  of  the  second  decade  of  the 
nineteenth  century  that  the  federalists  regained  direction 
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of  the  state  machinery  and  held  it  for  several  years.  At 
almost  the  same  time  that  Mr.  Lloyd,  a  strong  republican, 
was  chosen  as  the  successor  of  Governor  Wright,  Levin 
Winder,  who  subsequently  became  the  federalists'  governor 
of  Maryland,  was  elected  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates. 
This  difference  in  sentiment  between  the  legislative  body 
and  the  executive  department  upon  the  leading  question 
of  the  day  suggests  in  a  measure  how  far  from  harmonious 
were  the  public  affairs  of  Maryland  during  the  years  that 
Governors  Lloyd  and  Bowie  were  in  office. 

At  the  close  o(  Mr.  Lloyd's  governorship  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  state  senate.  In  that  body  he  heartily 
supported  the  administration  of  President  Madison,  and 
was  bitter  in  his  opposition  of  all  measures  conciliatory 
toward  England.  He  was  a  presidential  elector  in  the  cam- 
paign of  181 2,  and  cast  his  vote  for  James  Madison  for  a 
second  term.  The  republicans,  after  having  been  out  of 
power  for  several  years  in  Maryland,  were  able  to  resume 
control  of  affairs  toward  the  close  of  the  second  decade  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  One  of  their  first  moves  was  the 
election  of  Edward  Lloyd  as  a  member  from  Maryland  to 
the  United  States  senate.  Mr.  Lloyd  was  elected  in  1818 
for  a  term  of  six  years,  and  at  the  close  of  this  term,  or  in 
1824,  he  was  reelected  for  a  like  period.  This  would  have 
carried  his  services  in  the  senate  over  from  1819,  when  his 
term  began,  until  1831.  In  1826,  however,  he  resigned  his 
seat  and  retired  to  private  life.  But  in  the  same  year  he 
was  elected  to  the  state  senate  and  served  in  that  body  from 
1826  to  1 83 1,  part  of  the  time  as  president.  He  died  at 
Annapolis  on  June  2,  1834,  in  the  fifty-sixth  year  of  his  age. 
He  was,  according  to  the  Baltimore  Patriot  "as  remark- 
able for  the  munificence  of  his  private  hospitality  as  for  his 
public  spirit." 

In  his  home  life  Governor  Lloyd  was  the  typical  Mary- 
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land  gentleman.  He  had  been  married  on  November  30, 
1797 — when  just  eighteen  years  of  age — to  Miss  Sally 
Scott  Murray,  daughter  of  an  Annapolis  physician,  and 
with  advancing  years  the  home  circle  was  enlarged,  for 
Mrs.  Lloyd  bore  her  husband  a  large  and  distinguished 
family.  In  his  native  district  Mr.  Lloyd  was  held  in 
high  esteem  by  his  neighbors,  and  he  lived,  amid  luxurious 
surroundings,  the  life  of  a  manor  lord.  And  yet  of  his  whole 
life  the  most  noteworthy  feature,  perhaps,  is  that,  despite 
his  birth  and  wealth,  he  was  ever  severely  democratic. 
Republicanism  in  those  days  threatened  to  mean  a  curtail- 
ment of  the  power  of  the  gentleman  of  the  manor,  neverthe- 
less this  interesting  representative  of  one  of  Maryland's 
most  celebrated  families  stood  firmly  for  the  republican 
party  and  its  creed  of  equal  voice  in  the  government  to  rich 
and  poor,  landed  and  unlanded. 
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American  patriotism — and  ignorance — for  long  decreed 
that  no  man  ought  even  to  intimate  that  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  possessed  as  much  as  one  little  flaw.  To 
its  authors  was  generally  given  credit  for  having  produced 
a  perfect  governmental  document.  With  all  due  respect, 
however,  to  fastidious  patriots  and  early  American  states- 
men, it  must  be  confessed  that  the  constitution  at  first 
possessed  very  little  of  the  strength  which  subsequent  events 
and  the  American  character  have  given  it.  Between  the 
lines  of  the  document  have  been  written,  by  a  hundred  and 
some  years  of  national  growth,  decidedly  more  than  is  to 
be  found  in  the  lines  themselves.  When  first  the  consti- 
tution was  submitted  to  the  several  states,  Luther  Martin 
gave  all  his  ability  and  his  energy  in  a  mighty  effort  to 
defeat  the  attempt  to  have  Maryland  ratify  it.  He  saw 
the  weak  points  of  the  instrument,  and  warned  Marylanders 
that  under  its  authority  the  central  government  would  be 
able  to  discriminate  against  the  weaker  commonwealths  in 
favor  of  the  stronger  ones.  But  the  people  heeded  not,  and 
the  constitution  was  ratified.  During  the  second  war  with 
England,  however,  Maryland  suddenly  became  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  her  former  attorney-general's  words. 

The  national  administration  in  181a  was  republican; 
Maryland,  however,  was  in  a  rather  uncertain  mind,  the 
republicans  and  federalists  being  almost  equally  strong. 
The  determiner  of  political  control  in  Maryland  was  a  riot 
in  Baltimore  in  1812,  in  which  the  republicans,  who  had 
taken  offense  at  an  anti-war  editorial  in  a  federalist  paper, 
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attacked  the  paper's  editor  and  engaged  in  battle  with  some 
of  his  federalist  friends,  killing  a  few  and  wounding  others. 
This  riot  proved  a  boomerang.  The  federalists  regained 
control  of  the  state  machinery  because  of  disapproval,  out- 
side of  Baltimore,  of  the  republicans'  violence,  and  the 
federal  government,  displeased  with  the  turn  of  affairs  in 
Maryland,  ignored  the  demands  of  the  state  for  the  general 
government's  assistance  in  defending  American  soil  against 
the  invasion  of  America's  common  enemy.  Both  the  Mary- 
land federalists,  who  had  opposed  the  war,  and  the  Mary- 
land republicans,  who  had  advocated  it,  were  forced  to 
bear  the  burden  of  the  nation's  war,  as  far  as  Maryland  was 
concerned,  without  any  aid  from  the  central  government. 
The  historical  index  to  the  change  of  affairs  in  Maryland 
which  was  to  result  in  the  national  government's  unjust 
treatment  of  the  commonwealth  is  found  in  the  election  of 
a  successor  to  Gov.  Robert  Bowie,  whose  second  admin- 
istration in  Maryland  extended  from  1811  to  1812  and  wit- 
nessed the  beginning  of  hostilities  with  England.  The  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Winder,  who  succeeded  Governor  Bowie,  wias 
the  "political  disobedience"  referred  to  in  the  declaration 
of  the  federalists  of  1812-1814,  who,  after  soliciting  in 
vain  the  national  government's  aid  when  Maryland  was 
subjected  to  attacks  by  the  English, cried:  "Virginia  has 
but  to  ask  and  she  receives;  but  Maryland,  for  her  political 
disobedience,  is  denied. "  f 

Levin  Winder  was  born  in  Somerset  county  on  Septem- 
ber 4,  1757,  the  son  of  William  and  Esther  (Gillis)  Winder. 
He  was  destined  by  his  parents  for  the  legal  profession,  and 
immediately  after  the  completion  of  his  academic  training 
began  reading  law.  In  common  with  many  candidates  for 
the  legal  profession,  however,  the  youth,  when  the  Revo- 
lutionary War  began,  forsook  the  dusty  tomes  of  his  legal 
library  and  joined  the  army.     He  was  appointed,  January 
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14,  1776,  first  lieutenant  in  the  forces  under  Colonel  Small- 
wood.  A  little  more  than  a  year  later,  having  seen  various 
services,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  and  at  the 
end  of  the  conflict  held  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel. 
With  the  return  to  their  native  sections  of  the  host  of  law- 
yers, who  for  a  season  had  forsaken  their  profession  for  the 
glory  of  war,  the  country  seemed  overrun  with  attorneys 
and  counselors.  It  may  have  been  this  excess  that  prompted 
Mr.  Winder  to  look  to  agriculture  for  an  occupation  in  pref- 
erence to  the  profession  for  which  he  had  been  trained. 
At  all  events,  he  became  a  planter  on  a  large  scale  on  his 
estate  near  Princess  Anne. 

The  attractions  of  the  plantation  were  not  strong  enough, 
however,  to  hold  his  thoughts  from  the  life  for  which  he  had 
been  fitted  both  by  natural  endowment  and  training.  It 
was,  therefore,  not  long  before  Mr.  Winder  appeared  as  a 
candidate  for  the  legislature,  and  he  was  several  times  elected 
by  his  county  as  a  member  of  the  general  assembly.  While 
Governor  Lloyd — who  administered  state  affairs  from  1809 
to  181 1 — was  in  office,  representing  the  choice  of  the  repub- 
licans, Mr.  Winder,  a  federalist,  was  chosen  speaker  of  the 
house  of  delegates,  thus  indicating  the  close  division  of 
political  influence  in  Maryland.  Ex-Governor  Bowie  was 
reelected  governor  in  the  fall  of  181 1,  and  his  administra- 
tion extended  through  the  opening  months  of  the  War  of 
1812-1815.  These  months  were  marked  by  the  Baltimore 
riot,  and  when  the  time  for  the  next  election  of  members  to 
the  Maryland  general  assembly  arrived  the  federalists 
lost  no  opportunity  to  impress  upon  the  people  the  fact  that 
all  republicans  were  ruffians  and  murderers — witness  the 
Baltimore  riots — and  therefore  not  safe  people  to  be  in- 
trusted with  public  offices.  This,  however,  was  not  the 
only  source  of  strength  to  the  federal  party  in  Maryland  in 
181 2.     The  counties  and  Baltimore  were  not  in  agreement 
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regarding  the  amount  of  influence  which  the  latter  should 
be  permitted  to  exert  upon  the  administration  of  state 
affairs.  The  counties  had  begun  to  feel  some  apprehensions 
lest  the  city  of  Baltimore  succeed  ultimately  in  gaining 
complete  control  of  the  state  machinery,  and  it  was,  per- 
haps, as  much  because  of  the  countians'  distrust  of  Balti- 
more as  of  their  displeasure  with  the  republican  rioters  that 
the  federalist  forces  turned  out  in  full  force  in  the  legisla- 
tive election  of  1 8 1 2 .  The  house  of  delegates  was  naturally 
more  sensitive  to  popular  sentiment  than  the  upper  branch 
of  the  legislature,  and  by  the  elections  of  181 2  it  was  made 
strongly  federalist.  The  senate  continued  republican, 
but  it  did  not  control  sufficient  ballots  to  overcome  the 
strength  of  the  lower  house.  After  the  legislature  was 
organized,  in  the  fall  of  181 2,  it  balloted  for  a  successor  to 
Governor  Bowie.  Mr.  Winder  received  52  votes,  as  against 
29  for  the  incumbent,  and  the  former  was  declared  elected. 
Governor  Winder  began  his  administration  while  the 
United  States  was  at  war  with  England.  He  and  the  party 
which  he  represented  had  been  and  still  were  opposed  to  the 
conflict.  .  This  state  of  affairs  under  ordinary  circumstances 
would  doubtless  have  led  to  a  lack  of  harmony  between  the 
federal  government  and  that  of  the  commonwealth,  but 
Mr.  Winder's  governorship  witnessed  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances. The  central  government  had  been  chagrined 
at  the  turn  which  political  affairs  had  taken  in  Maryland, 
and,  partly  because  of  curtailed  resources  and  partly  be- 
cause of  resentment,  it  ignored  Maryland's  claim  to  be 
accorded  protection  from  the  invasion  of  a  common  enemy. 
The  fact  remains  that  Mr.  Winder,  an  anti-war  governor, 
inaugurated  during  the  conflict,  rendered  herculean  services 
on  behalf  of  a  defensive  war.  When  he  learned  that  the 
national  government  would  not  give  Maryland  the  requested 
aid,  he  called  together  the  legislature  in  extra  session  and 
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asked  that  it  take  such  action  as  would  place  in  his  hands 
the  means  of  securing  the  defense  of  the  state.  The  legis- 
lature appropriated  sufficient  funds  to  defray  expenses 
already  incurred  and  to  provide  for  subsequent  military 
operations.  Both  Baltimore  and  Annapolis  were,  in  con- 
sequence, garrisoned  at  the  expense  of  Maryland. 

While  the  governor  was  struggling  with  the  means  at 
hand  to  afford  Maryland  ample  protection,  the  time  for 
another  gubernatorial  election  arrived.  There  was  a  con- 
test in  the  election  of  the  members  from  Allegany  county, 
and  when  the  vote  was  taken  for  governor  a  number  of  the 
legislators,  because  of  what  they  held  to  be  an  unjust  ruling 
on  the  part  of  the  federalists,  refused  to  vote.  The  repub- 
licans had  made  repeated  attempts  to  organize  the  house 
before  the  Allegany  delegates  could  be  admitted,  but  their 
maneuvering  was  futile,  and  they  were  defeated  at  each  fresh 
move  to  gain  their  point.  A  vote  was  taken  for  governor, 
and  Mr.  Winder  was  declared  reelected,  despite  the  pro- 
tests of  his  political  opponents  and  many  assertions  to  the 
effect  that  his  supporters  had  pursued  dishonest  methods. 

The  second  year  of  Governor  Winder's  administration 
was  marked  with  the  glorious  Repulsion  of  the  English  when 
they  sought  to  take  Baltimore  captive.'  The  British  had 
made  an  invasion  of  the  national  capital,  and  before 
their  advance  the  Americans  fled,  leaving  the  city  ripe 
for  the  enemy's  torch.  When  the  British  turned  from 
the  burnt  national  capital  toward  Baltimore  a  few  faint- 
hearted citizens  suggested  capitulation.  But  the  major 
portion  of  the  Marylanders,  who  had  been  judged  unworthy 
by  the  government  of  its  protection,  scornfully  put  aside  the 
suggestion  of  doing  aught  but  meeting  the  approaching 
enemy  half  way.  The  story  of  this  meeting — one  of  the 
most  inspiring  and  heroic  to  be  f  ound  in  the  pages  of  Ameri- 
can history — must  forever  stand  as  a  reproof  of  the  attitude 
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of  the  central  government,  and  as  the  brightest  spot  in 
Governor  Winder's  administration.  And  he,  although  he 
was  unconditionally  opposed  to  the  conflict,  deserves  a 
large  share  of  the  glory  of  Maryland's  victory  at  North  Point 
and  Fort  Mc  Henry.  1 

Levin  Winder  was  again  reelected  in  1814,  receiving  48 
votes  as  against  24  for  ex-Governor  Bowie.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  his  third  term,  in  1815,  he  retired  to  his  farm.  A 
year  later,  however,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  state 
senate.  He  died  on  July  1,  1819,  leaving  a  widow  who  was 
*  formerly  Miss  Mary  Sloss,  and  three  children. 

Hardly  secondary  to  Winder's  claim  to  fame  because  of 
his  administration  of  state  affairs  are  his  relations  with  the 
Masonic  order.  Always  active  in  the  interests  of  this  influ- 
ential secret  order,  he  filled  the  office  of  grand  master  of 
Masons  in  18 14  and  1815.  His  name  occupies  a  position^f 
large  importance  in  the  story  of  this  organization  in  Amer- 
ica, and  much  of  its  early  success  was  the  result  of  his  faith- 
ful and  untiring  labors  in  its  behalf. 
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CHARLES  CARNAN  RIDGELY 

Viewed  retrospectively,  the  second  war  with  England 
seems  to  have  been  a  necessary  preliminary  to  the  United 
States'  growth  into  a  great  nation.  The  Revolution  won 
America's  freedom,  but  the  federation  of  states  to  which  it 
gave  birth  was  not  one  to  inspire  reverence  at  home,  much 
less  abroad.  The  world  powers  were  not  disposed  to  accept 
as  a  full-fledged  nation  the  lately  freed  colonies;  it  re- 
quired some  feat  of  arms  to  convince  the  European  govern- 
ments that  the  Americans  were  a  powerful  people;  and  this 
second  war  with  England  afforded  the  opportunity  for  the 
feat.  After  the  conflict  was  over,  the  individual  states 
were  in  a  much  better  position  to  go  ahead  with  internal 
improvements,  and  thus  it  is  that  there  dates  from  the  close 
of  the  war  of  1812-15  a  period  of  considerable  progress  in, 
most  of  the  American  commonwealths.  But  the  fact  remains 
that  the  administration  in  Maryland  which  witnessed  the 
people's  turning  from  a  successful  war  to  the  matter  of  inter- 
nal improvement  was  federalists  in  complexion,  and  the 
federalists  had  been  passionate  opponents  of  the  war. 
Owing  to  a  strictly  local  turn  of  affairs  in  Maryland, 
which  brought  the  republicans  into  disrepute  because  of 
their  connection  with  the  Baltimore  riot,  the  federalist  party 
was  given  control  of  the  state  machinery  during  the  war 
by  the  administration  of  Governor  Winder,  and  also  during 
the  first  period  of  recuperation  and  internal  improvement 
by  the  administration  of  Governor  Ridgely. 

Charles  Carnan  Ridgely  had  not  always  been  known  by 
that  name.  In  his  early  youth  he  was  called  Charles  Ridgely 
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Carnan,  being  the  son  of  John  and  Acsah  (Ridgely)  Carnan. 
He  was  born  in  Baltimore  county  on  December  6, 1760,  and 
grew  up  to  manhood  under  the  name  of  Carnan.  The  death 
of  his  father  while  the  boy  was  still  in  infancy  put  upon  his 
mother's  shoulders  the  responsibility  of  providing  for  his 
education.  Although  he  learned  the  necessity  of  shifting 
much  for  himself,  as  is  usual  with  fatherless  boys,  he 
received  a  fair  education,  and  the  loss  of  his  father  was  partly 
made  up  by  the  affection  entertained  for  the  lad  by  his 
uncle,  Captain  Charles  Ridgely.  Captain  Ridgely  was  a 
man  of  large  means,  and  his  wealth  was  freely  employed  in 
later  years  for  the  political  advancement  of  his  nephew. 
While  still  known  by  the  name  of  Charles  Carnan,  the  gov- 
ernor had  been  married,  October  17,  1782,  to  Miss  Priscilla 
Dorsey,  of  Howard  county,  and  the  young  couple  spent 
much  time  under  the  roof  of  Captain  Ridgely.  Shortly  after 
Carnan  had  attained  his  majority  he  made  his  appearance 
in  the  political  world.  He  served  as  one  of  his  county's 
representatives  in  the  lower  house  of  the  legislature  from 
1790  to  1795,  and  also  rounded  out  five  years  in  the  state 
senate  (1796-1800).  He  took  some  interest  in  military 
affairs — being  influenced,  perhaps,  by  his  uncle,  who  knew 
and  loved  the  smell  of  powder — and  by  gradual  promotion 
reached,  in  1794,  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  of  the 
Eleventh  Maryland  Brigade. 

Prior  to  this,  arrangements  had  been  made  whereby  such 
fame  as  might  be  won  by  the  son  of  John  Carnan  should 
rebound  to  the  glory  of  the  Ridgely  family.  Captain  Charles 
Ridgely  was  childless,  but  he  was  not  content  that  his  family 
name  should  fall  into  disuse  as  soon  as  he  made  his  exit  from 
this  world.  He,  therefore,  offered  to  name  his  nephew  as  his 
chief  heir  provided  the  promising  relative  would  adopt  his 
name  also.  The  beautiful  Ridgely  estate  of  Hampton  and  a 
large  part  of  the  f  ortune  which  Captain  Ridgely  had  acquired 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHARLES   CARNAN    RIDGE LY  83 

were  to  be  bequeathed  to  Mr.  Carnan  upon  the  condition 
that  henceforth  he  be  known  as  Ridgely.  The  condition 
was  accepted,  and  upon  the  death  of  his  uncle,  in  1790,  Mr. 
Carnan  became,  by  special  act  of  the  legislature,  Charles 
Carnan  Ridgely,  and  thus  he  is  known  to  history.  An 
interesting  feature  of  the  relationship  of  Captain  Ridgely 
and  his  nephew  is  the  additional  tie  between  them  which 
resulted  from  their  marriages.  The  master  of  Hampton 
was  wedded  to  Miss  Rebecca  Dorsey;  the  governor  chose 
for  his  wife  Miss  Priscilla  Dorsey,  sister  to  Rebecca,  and 
thus  he  became  the  brother-in-law  of  his  uncle.  Mr. 
Ridgely's  political  activity  prior  to  the  time  when  he  was 
elected  governor  had  been  confined  to  the  legislative  halls 
of  the  state  and  the  local  councils  of  Baltimore  county.  He 
had  been  active  in  political  affairs  as  a  federalist;  and,  as 
a  large  landowner  and  planter,  he  had  been  a  strong  advo- 
cate of  internal  improvement  and  the  construction  of  ave- 
nues for  transportation;  but  his  public  services  were  usually 
in  offices  of  limited  responsibility.  '  His  nomination  for  the 
gubernatorial  office  was  his  first  appearance  as  more  than  a 
strictly  local  politician  upon  the  political  stage  of  Maryland. 
Although  the  federalists  had  felt  some  little  uneasiness 
before  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  early  in  December, 
1815,  lest  by  some  trick  the  republicans  should  gain  control 
of  the  executive  office,  there  were  no  developments  to  justify 
such  fears.  The  election  for  governor  was  close,  but  the 
federalists  had  a  small  majority  and  elected  Mr.  Ridgely  over 
ex-governor  Bowie,  the  republicans'  nominee.'  Governor 
Ridgely's  years  in  office  were,  in  a  measure,  witnesses  of  an 
awakening  of  Maryland  and  other  states  to  a  realization  of 
the  Union's  larger  possibilities.  Prom  the  close  of  the  war 
the  states  on  the  Atlantic  seacoast  began  to  devote  their 
energies  to  the  development  of  their  resources  to  a  much 
larger  degree  than  they  had  done  theretofore.    The  subject 


Digitized  by 


Google 


84  GOVBRNORS   OP  MARYLAND 

of  internal  improvement  was  not  a  new  one,  but  now  the 
American  states  found  themselves  better  prepared  to  give 
their  undivided  attention  to  the  needs  of  their  respective 
sections.  The  people — freed  for  a  time  from  the  danger  of 
further  molestation  by  foreign  countries — came  to  appre- 
ciate the  fact  that  they  were  capable  of  becoming  much 
more  than  merely  a  series  of  independent  states  joined  into 
one  federation;  they  recognized  the  fact  that  the  govern- 
ment which  the  several  commonwealths  formed  might 
assume  a  position  of  importance  in  the  family  of  great 
nations. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Ridgely's  induction  into  the  gubernatorial 
office  he  suggested  to  the  legislature  that  the  central  govern- 
ment be  called  upon  to  reimburse  Maryland  for  the  expense 
to  which  she  had  been  put  during  the  war  of  1812-15  by 
reason  of  the  national  administration's  failure  to  provide 
adequate  protection  to  the  property  of  Marylanders.  The 
legislature  accordingly  authorized  the  governor  to  appoint 
someone  to  treat  with  the  federal  government  regarding 
the  state's  claims,  and  Congressman  Robert  H.  Golds- 
borough,  who  was  commissioned  to  perform  this  task, 
devoted  much  of  his  time  endeavoring  to  obtain  for  Mary- 
land a  settlement.  Though  his  efforts  were  not  altogether 
successful,  nevertheless  the  state  did  receive  from  the 
national  treasury  at  least  a  part  of  the  amount  which  she 
had  spent  during  the  war. 

During  Governor  Ridgely's  administration  the  state 
turned  over  to  the  national  government  two  forts — Port 
McHenry,  which  had  played  an  important  part  in  the  late 
conflict,  and  Port  Washington.  About  this  time  was  brought 
up  the  question  of  readjusting  the  legislative  divisions  of 
the  state,  so  that  every  section  would  have  an  equitable 
representation  in  the  general  assembly.  This  matter  of 
disproportionate  representation,  although  it  was  somewhat 
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warmly  discussed  during  Governor  Ridgely's  administration, 
was  not  finally  settled  until  after  he  had  relinquished  the 
gubernatorial  office.  Ridgely  was  reelected  governor  in 
1816  and  again  in  1817,  thus  giving  him  the  full  three  years 
in  office  that  were  permitted  by  the  constitution.  Politi- 
cally the  state  remained  unsettled  throughout  this  period, 
and  it  was  a  difficult  task  for  the  federalists  to  hold  suffi- 
cient votes  in  the  legislature  to  continue  to  fill  the  execu- 
tive mansion.  The  feature  which  favored  them  was  the 
law  by  which  state  senators  were  elected  for  five  years, 
thus  requiring  a  very  considerable  lapse  of  time  before  the 
people  could  change  the  political  complexion  of  the  upper 
house.  In  1 8 1 8,  Governor  Ridgely  was  succeeded  by  another 
federalist,  Charles  Goldsborough. 

At  the  close  of  his  administration  Mr.  Ridgely  retired  to 
Hampton,  where  he  devoted  himself  to  the  task  of  look- 
ing after  his  property.  At  home  he  represented  the  typical 
aristocrat  of  his  day.  He  had  the  fortune  that  enabled 
him  to  live  like  a  prince,  and  he  also  had  the  inclination. 
Hampton  was  cultivated  by  hundreds  of  slaves  of  whom 
Mr.  Ridgely  was  absolute  master;  although  the  governor 
by  his  will  manumitted  these  serfs.  Some  idea  of  the 
extent  of  his  plantation  and  the  manner  of  its  cultivation 
may  be  obtained  from  the  fact  that  when,  on  July  17, 1829, 
Charles  Carnan  Ridgely  died,  there  were  freed  more  than 
400  negoes  who  had  been  his  personal  property. 
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By  grace  of  fate,  rather  than  by  the  wish  of  the  people, 
the  federal  party  was  permitted  to  continue  in  control  of 
Maryland's  affairs  some  time  after  it  had  fallen  under  the 
disapprobation  of  the  voters  elsewhere  in  America.  tAn 
unjust  election  law,  which  may  have  been  good  enough  ip 
the  beginning  but  became  evil  with  advancing  years,  fav- 
ored the  federal  party  in  retaining  its  power  in  Maryland, 
despite  the  fact  that  its  opponents  were  in  the  majority. 
There  were  in  Maryland  at  this  time  twelve  counties  that 
were  federal  in  political  complexion.  These  counties  boasted  a 
total  population  of  131,165  white  inhabitants,  and  paid  the 
state  upon  direct  tax  $68,404.  The  democratic  portion  of 
the  state  comprised  seven  counties  which  supported  a 
free  white  population  of  140,209  and  contributed  in  taxes 
the  stun  of  $83,222.  And  yet,  the  twelve  counties  which 
contributed  45.1  per  cent  of  the  state  taxes  and  contained 
48.3  per  cent  of  the  free  white  inhabitants  were  given,  under 
the  unjust  scale  of  representation,  60  per  cent  of  the  total 
membership  in  the  lower  house  of  the  general  assembly, 
while  every  attempt  to  equalize  the  representation  of  the 
several  counties  according  to  population  was  fought  tooth 
and  nail  by  the  federalists. 

Instead  of  pursuing  a  peaceable  policy,  and  thus  neu- 
tralizing in  part  the  antagonism  which  existed  against 
it,  the  leaders  carried  the  party  arrogantly  to  the  .place 
where  it  was  to  meet  destruction.  Even  Mr.  Goldsborough, 
who  was  called  upon  to  succeed  Mr.  Ridgely  in  the  execu- 
tive office,  did  not  fully  appreciate  the  needs  of  his  peculiar 
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?itu^tion,  and  performed  his  duties  in  much  the  same 
spirit  that  he  had  pursued  in  the  national  legislature. 
In  consequence  there  came  not  only  concerted  opposi- 
tion to  the  prevailing  method  of  allotting  representation 
in  the  general  assembly,  but  what  meant  even  greater 
injury  to  the  federal  party — a  demand  that  the  governor 
of  Maryland  henceforth  be  elected  by  popular  vote  instead 
of  by  the  legislature.  To  give  the  people — the  common 
people — a  direct  voice  in  the  election  of  governor  meant 
certain  death  to  the  federalist  party,  and  Mr.  Goldsborough's 
brief  administration  as  governor  was  responsible  for  the 
first  concerted  demand  from  the  democrats  that  the  state 
executive  be  chosen  by  the  people  upon  their  direct  vote. 
Charles  Goldsborough  was  born  at  Hunting  Creek  on 
July  15,  1760.  His  early  years  were  such  as  to  incline  him 
toward  the  federal  party  when  that  body  should  become 
opposed  to  republicanism.  His  father,  Charles  Goldsbor- 
ough, Sr.,  and  his  mother,  who  before  her  marriage  had  been 
Miss  Anna  Maria  Tilghman,  were  both  of  gentle,  birth,  and 
their  son  was  bred  in  an  atmosphere  which  nourished  the 
belief  that  the  landed  families — among  them  the  Golds- 
boroughs — were  very  superior  to  the  general  run  of  mankind, 
and  that  a  man  who  had  not  been  born  in  a  family  of  high 
social  position  must  necessarily  be  void  of  those  qualities 
which  work  for  wise  self-government.  After  Goldsborough 
had  received  his  preparatory  schooling  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood,  he  entered  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
from  which,  in  1784,  he  received  the  degree  of  bachelor  of 
arts.  Three  years  later  the  master's  degree  was  conferred 
upon  him.  On  September  22,  1793,  he  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Goldsborough  of  Myrtle  Grove,  Talbot  county.  His 
wife  was  the  daughter  of  Judge  Robert  and  Mary  Emerson 
(Trippe)  Goldsborough.  She  died,  leavin'g  two  daughters, 
and  her  widower  married  on  May  22,  1804,  Miss  Sarah  Yer- 
bury  Goldsborough  of  Horn's  Point. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


88  GOVERNORS   OF   MARYLAND 

Up  to  the  time  of  his  second  marriage,  Governor  Golds- 
borough  was  in  a  formative  stage  politically.  He  was 
acquiring  the  sentiments  and  the  prejudices  which  in  later 
days  became  the  stock  in  trade  of  the  federal  party.  Active 
in  political  affairs  generally,  he,  nevertheless,  did  not  win 
prominence  until  later  years.  He  had  reached  the  age  of  forty 
when  he  became  his  party's  candidate  for  congress.  The 
federal  party  at  that  time  was  in  an  uncertain  state  in  Mary- 
land. The  republicans  had  wrested  control  of  the  execu- 
tive mansion,  and  they  were  accomplishing  large  results 
throughout  the  state.  In  Mr.  Goldsborough's  home  dis- 
trict, however,  the  federalists  had  a  stronghold,  and  their 
candidate  for  the  lower  house  of  the  national  legislature  was 
elected. 

Mr.  Goldsborough  began  his  congressional  career  on 
December  2,  1805,  and  served  his  district  without  interrup- 
tion thereafter  until  March  3,  181 7.  During  these  years 
the  bitter  opposition  of  the  federalists  to  the  republicans — 
or  democrats — developed,  and  Congressman  Goldsborough, 
as  a  champion  of  his  party,  was  in  the  thick  of  the  warfare. 
His  terms  in  the  lower  house  of  congress  witnessed  the 
beginning  of  the  battle  between  the  war  party  and  the  anti- 
war party;  they  witnessed  the  second  conflict  with  Eng- 
land, and  they  witnessed  the  closing  days  of  the  federal 
party,  when  that  organization  had  lost  its  control  in  most 
states  of  the  Union  and  was  on  the  decline  in  Maryland  also. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  in  course  of  years  Mr.  Golds- 
borough cultivated  a  spirit  of  combativeness,  which  was 
necessary  in  carrying  on  the  struggle  for  the  sustaining 
of  his  party.  But  this  training,  while  advantageous  to  one 
in  the  legislative  hall,  was  not  a  valuable  asset  to  the  man 
called  upon  by  a  somewhat  discredited  party  to  become  its 
representative  in  the  executive  mansion  at  Annapolis. 
After  the  completion  of  Governor  Ridgely's  administration, 
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the  federalists  in  the  general  assembly  elected  Charles  Golds- 
borough  as  his  successor.  Early  in  his  governorship  a  bill 
was  presented  in  the  legislature  to  increase  the  representa- 
tion of  Baltimore  in  the  house  of  delegates  from  two  mem- 
bers to  four.  By  the  manner  of  its  opposition  to  this  prop- 
osition the  federal  party  made  a  serious  blunder.  Later 
there  came  a  suggestion  to  confer  the  franchise  upon  Jews, 
and  again  the  federalists  through  a  false  conception  of  self- 
preservation  blundered  into  opposing  the  measure.  This 
shortsightedness  of  the  federalists  leaders  during  Mr. 
Goldsborough's  administration  was  such  as  must  work  to 
the  injury  of  the  party's  position  in  the  state.  One  humane 
accomplishment,  however,  stands  to  the  credit  of  the  legis- 
lature during  Governor  Goldsborough's  term  in  office,  and 
that  is  the  repeal  of  the  law  which  countenanced  imprison- 
ment for  debt. 

It  is  possible  that  Governor  Goldsborough  and  his  advis- 
ers had  hoped  to  hold  on  to  the  gubernatorial  office  because 
of  the  federalist  complexion  of  the  state  senate.  By  the 
generally  arrogant  conduct  of  the  federal  party  during  1818 
and  1 81 9,  however,  the  people  had  become  sufficiently  dis- 
satisfied to  rise  in  their  might  in  the  fall  of  181 9  to  destroy 
completely  the  power  of  federalism  in  Maryland.  The 
election  took  place  on  October  4  and  was  marked  by  excite- 
ment and  bitterness.  Each  party  accused  the  other  of  dis- 
honesty and  bribery;  and  judging  from  the  evidence,  the 
truth  of  the  whole  affair  doubtless  is  that  both  federalists 
and  republicans  bribed  and  received  bribes,  repeated  and 
harbored  repeaters,  lied  and  sustained  liars — in  other  words, 
that  they  set  a  very  TX>or  example,  as  far  as  pure  politics  are 
concerned,  for  their  descendants.  And,  on  December  16, 
1 81 9,  when  the  general  assembly  met  in  joint  session  and 
began  to  transact  its  official  business,  it  was  found  that  the 
republicans  had  a  majority  of  the  members  and  Governor 

\ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  LC 


90  GOVERNORS    OF    MARYLAND 

Goldsborough's  public  services  were  brought  to  a  close, 
Samuel  Sprigg  being  elected  his  successor.  Upon  his  retire- 
ment from  the  executive  mansion  Mr.  Goldsborough  returned 
to  his  Eastern  Shore  plantation,  where  he  passed  the  remain- 
ing years  of  his  life  His  death  occurred  on  December  13, 
1834,  at  Shoal  Creek,  near  Ca&bridge. 
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In  1819  the  Maryland  republicans,  who  had  been  more 
or  less  in  retirement  after  the  beginning  of  the  second  war 
with  England,  succeeded  in  regaining  control  of  the  state 
government.  No  sooner  had  the  election  of  a  republican 
governor  been  announced,  than  the  federal  leaders  and  the 
newspapers  supporting  the  federal  party  devoted  much 
time  to  listing  all  the  evils  that  would  result  from  the  repub- 
lican victory.  The  republicans,  in  a  measure,  exceeded  the 
most  direful  predictions  of  their  opponents;  for  from  one 
end  of  the  state  to  the  other  federalist  office-holders  were 
removed  to  make  way  for  republicans.  This  liberality 
in  patronage  was  almost  sure  to  lead  to  a  reaction  against 
the  party  lately  come  into  power — but  it  was  not  quite  sure. 
Truth  is,  that  the  republicans  had  chosen  as  governor — and 
therefore,  in  a  way,  the  distributer  of  the  party's  patron- 
age— a  man  who  was  exceptionally  well  fitted  for  the  pecu- 
liar and  exacting  position.  Most  men  would  have  given 
offense;  would  have  caused  fresh  wounds  or  paved  the  way 
for  their  party's  later  defeat.  But  Mr.  Sprigg,  strict  parti- 
san that  he  was,  managed  to  be  conciliatory  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  state  affairs;  he  bound  up  the  old  wounds  which 
had  long  kept  the  people  restless,  and  prepared  the  way  for 
his  party  to  make  more  secure  its  position  in  the  common- 
wealth. 

Samuel  Sprigg  was  probably  born  in  Prince  George's 
county,  although  authentic  data  concerning  his  early  years 
are  not  plentiful.  His  father,  Joseph  Sprigg,  was  several 
times  married.     His  first  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1760, 
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was  Mrs.  Hannah  Lee  Bowie.  He  subsequently  married  a 
second  time,  and  it  is  possible  he  took  to  himself  also  a 
third  wife;  of  either  the  second  or  third  marriage  came 
Samuel,  who  was  probably  the  son  of  Margaret  Elzey 
(Weems)  Sprigg.  The  boy  was  but  one  in  a  large  family, 
for  each  of  the  wives  of  Mr.  Sprigg  had  brought  to  him  as 
dower  a  family  of  children,  and  therefore  it  is  not  strange 
that  his  advent  was  regarded  as  a  somewhat  commonplace 
occurrence.  As  a  consequence,  it  is  necessary  to  speculate 
as  to  the  date  of  his  birth ;  but  it  probably  occurred  1782-83. 
The  youth  of  Mr.  Sprigg  is  also  veiled  in  obscurity,  and 
it  is  not  known  how  much  opportunity  was  given  him  for 
acquiring  an  education.  The  elder  Mr.  Sprigg  died  in  1800, 
and  his  death  must  have  disrupted  the  family  circle,  for 
Samuel  was  adopted  by  his  uncle,  Mr.  Osborn  Sprigg,  from 
whom  he  inherited  the  Prince  George's  county  estate  of 
Northampton. 

Samuel  Sprigg  reached  maturity  about  the  time  when  the 
federal  party  was  waging  its  bitterest  warfare  upon  the 
republicans.  This  was  a  struggle  between  the  believers  in 
aristocracy  and  the  advocates  of  democracy,  and  in  a  con- 
test of  this  kind  it  is  no  wonder  that  Mr.  Sprigg  should  have 
cast  his  lot  with  the  republicans.  He  was  well-born,  and 
the  federal  party  would  doubtless  have  taken  him  up  gladly, 
but  it  would  scarcely  have  been  willing  to  advance  him  to 
high  position  when  it  had  so  many  supporters,  better- 
known  than  he,  who  were  anxious  to  serve  the  state  with 
glory  to  themselves.  The  republican  party,  however,  was 
hungry  for  young  men  who  could  be  roused  to  passion;  for 
its  doctrines  sounded  best  when  expounded  in  passion;  it 
needed  able  men  from  the  mass  of  the  people,  for  its  creed 
was  based  upon  democracy;  ?nd  it  needed  men  of  daring, 
for  those  who  took  part  in  the  strife  could  hope  for  no  suc- 
cess unless  they  fought  courageously.  Mr.  Sprigg  possessed 
all  of  these  requirements.     He  was  young,  with  the  world  all 
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before  him.  He  was  of  the  people  and  had  his  little  family 
to  provide  for,  having  been  married  on  January  i,  1811, 
to  Miss  Violetta  Lansdale,  daughter  of  Thomas  Lancaster  and 
Cornelia  (Von  Home)  Landsale  by  whom  he  had  two  children. 
Mr.  Sprigg  was  elected  governor  by  the  general  assembly 
on  December  13,  1819,  his  opponent  being  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  who  was  then  serving  as  governor  of  the  state.  The 
fact  that  up  to  this  time  he  had  won  no  considerable  fame 
is  not  a  matter  for  surprise.  He  not  only  was  young  when 
chosen  to  the  gubernatorial  office,  but  up  to  the  time  of  his 
election  his  party  had  been  very  much  in  forced  retire- 
ment throughout  the  state.  One  phase  of  the  adminis- 
tration that  was  thus  inaugurated  has  already  been  hinted 
at  in  the  reference  to  the  dismissal  of  officeholders  who 
were  federalists  and  the  putting  into  their  places  of  repub- 
licans. Although  this  change  did  not  cause  the  discon- 
tent that  might  have  been  anticipated  from  it,  there 
were  other  features  to  Governor  Sprigg's  administration 
that  aroused  feelings  of  much  bitterness.  For  instance,  the; 
republican  agitation  for  a  revision  of  the  constitution- 
looking  to  an  increase  of  Baltimore's  representation  in  the 
legislature — and  also  that  for  the  election  of  state  executives 
by  direct  vote  of  the  people  were  pointed  out  by  the  federa- 
lists as  very  dangerous  proposals,  and  their  call  to  the  coun- 
ties to  protect  themselves  against  the  threatened  usurpa- 
tion of  the  cities  succeeded  in  reducing  the  republican 
majority  in  the  next  legislature,  although  the  general 
assembly  was  sufficiently  republican  to  reelect  Mr.  Sprigg 
that  year,  1820,  and  in  1821  he  was  chosen  governor  for  a 
third  term.  Both  of  these  movements — first,  for  giving 
Baltimore  a  more  proportionate  representation  in  the  legis- 
lature and,  second,  for  electing  governors  by  popular  vote 
— were  efforts  to  bring  about  a  more  republican  form  of 
government;  and  although  both  were  then  defeated,  they 
paved  the  way  for  a  later  victory. 
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In  the  sphere  of  industry  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Sprigg  was  also  somewhat  notable/  Much  attention  was 
given  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century  to  the 
channels  through  which  development  was  to  be  carried  to 
the  interior.  This  embraced  the  construction  of  roadways 
and  the  digging  of  canals;  both  having  as  their  object  the 
shortening  of  distance  between  commercial  cities  or  between 
cities  and  agricultural  sections  for  the  expansion  of  com- 
merce. IJnder  the  governorship  of  Mr.  Sprigjg  the  state 
gave  financial  support  to  the  projection  of  the  Washington 
Turnpike  Company,  and  the  enterprise  that  had  been  started 
under  the  -Potofnat  Company  was  given  new  life  by  trans- 
ferring the  rights  to  a  new  concern.  A  joint  commission 
wa^s  appointed  by  Maryland  and  Vir^ini|t  to  investigate  the 
manner  in  which  the  Potomac  Company  had  fulfilled  its 
promises  to  these  commonwealths ;  and  upon  the  recommend- 
ation of  this  commission  the  Potomac  Company's  charter 
was  cancelled,  while  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  was 
the  outcome  of  the  transfer  of  the  Potomac  Company's 
privileges  ttf  a  new  'concern.  Even  after  the  close  of  his 
administration,  Mr.  Sprigg  continued  a  hearty  advocate 
of  all  measures  which  had  as  their  object  internal  improve- 
ments in  Maryland,  although  he  never  again  entered  public 
office.  He  served  as  president  of  the  canal  board  and 
labored  faithfully  for  the  construction  of  the  waterway 
s  that  was  to  mean  so  much  to  the  commercial  prosperity 
of  the  state.  Governor  Sprigg  died  April  21,  1855,  at  an 
advanced  age.  His  body  was  interred  in  St.  Barnebas 
churchyard,  but  later  (1865)  was  removed  to  Oak  Hill 
Cemetery,  Georgetown. 
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SAMUEL  STEVENS,  JR. 

An  impetuous  French  youth  of  noble  birth,  whose  blood 
ran  hot  with  a  love  of  liberty,  fled  from  his  native  land  in 
1777  to  join  the  humble  forces  then  fighting  for  freedom  in 
the  American  colonies.  Almost  half  a  century  later  that 
same  Frenchman,  still  dearly  loving  the  cause  of  liberty, 
revisited  the  land  for  whose  freedom  he  had  so  valiantly 
striven.  There  could  have  been  no  more  fitting  ceremony 
upon  the  occasion  of  this  second  visit  than  that  the  shackles 
which  held  the  last  religious  bondman  in  the  state  of  Mary- 
land should  be  broken.  But  not  as  a  tribute  to  Lafayette 
was  the  political  embargo  against  the  Jews  in  Maryland 
raised;  the  concurrence  of  the  two  events  was  accidental. 
The  coincident  is  not  uninteresting,  however,  in  that  it  shows 
how  partial  was  the  liberty  afforded  at  the  close  of  the  Revo- 
lution, since  religious  discrimination  in  the  Old  Line  state 
was  only  destroyed  half  a  century  later.  The  war  for  inde- 
pendence had  been  completely  forgotten  by  this  time;  how 
completely  is  shown  by  a  little  anecdote  related  of  a  state 
official,  who  received  Lafayette  on  behalf  of  Maryland. 
The  Marylander  was  much  confused,  according  to  report, 
and,  after  assuring  the  distinguished  Frenchman  of  the  state's 
welcome  and  wishing  him  a  pleasant  sojourn  in  the  new 
world,  he  asked,  by  way  of  entering  upon  less  formal  con- 
versation: "General,  is  this  your  first  visit  to  America?" 

Samuel  Stevens,  Jr.,  in  whose  administration  occurred 
the  Lafayette  visit  and  the  enfranchisement  of  the  Jews, 
was  born  in  Talbot  county,  1778,  the  son  of  John  Stevens, 
a  large  landowner.     Young  Stevens  attended  the  school 
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of  Rev.  John  Bowie,  but  did  not  receive  a  college  educa- 
tion, due  to  the  fact  that  his  uncle,  who  became  his  guardian 
upon  the  death  of  his  father,  was  opposed  to  sending  him  to 
an  institute  of  higher  learning.  After  the  close  of  his  school 
days,  Mr.  Stevens  engaged  in  business  for  a  short  time  in 
Philadelphia,  but  upon  attaining  his  majority  returned  to 
his  Eastern  Shore  home.  Soon  after  reaching  manhood,  he 
became  an  active  worker  in  the  democratic  party,  and  for 
a  number  of  years,  with  an  occasional  break  now  and  again, 
he  represented  his  county  in  the  lower  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature. He  was  married  on  June  2,  1804,  to  Miss  EUza 
May,  of  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  within  a  few 
years  thereafter  he  made  his  initial  appearance  in  the 
general  assembly.  Mr.  Stevens  was  first  elected  a  delegate 
from  Talbot  county  in  1807.  He  was  repeatedly  reelected 
to  the  same  office,  and  took  part  in  the  deliberations  of 
the  house  in  the  sessions  of  1808,  1809,  1811,  1813,  1817, 
1819  and  1820.  In  1819  the  Maryland  democrats  won,  a 
signal  victory,  and  Mr.  Sprigg  was  made  governor.  The 
hold  of  the  democrats  at  the  close  of  Governor  Sprigg's 
administration  was  more  secure  than  it  had,  ever  before 
been  in  the  state,  and  so  another  representative  democrat, 
Mr.  Stevens,  was  chosen  as  his  successor. 

By  the  nomination  and  election  of  Mr.  Stevens  more 
could  be  done  to  arouse  the  masses  throughout  the  state 
and  prompt  them  to  join  the  democratic  ranks  than  by  the 
selection  of  a  more  radical  democrat  to  the  executive  man- 
sion; and  so  Mr.  Stevens  was  honored  with  the  nomination. 
He  was  elected  for  one  year  in  1822,  and  was  reelected  in 
1823  and  1824.  Early  in  his  administration,  the  report  of 
a  commission  which  had  been  appointed  during  the  term 
of  Governor  Sprigg  to  report  upon  the  Potomac  Company 
was  completed  and  submitted  to  the  legislature.  The 
investigation  had  shown  that  the  Potomac  Company  had 
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not  made  any  noticeable  progress  in  the  construction  of  the 
canal  which  it  had  undertaken  to  build  with  the  state's 
help;  and  as  a  consequence  the  company's  charter  was 
transferred  to  other  interests  and  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  Company  was  organized.  Although  there  was  oppo- 
sition in  Maryland  to  the  canal  at  first,  because  the  artificial 
waterway  did  not  promise  to  benefit  Baltimore,  in  time  the 
source  of  this  opposing  attitude  was  removed,  and  the 
legislatures  of  Maryland,  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  took 
favorable  action  upon  the  proposition  to  build  "a water- 
way from  the  tidewater  of  the  Potomac,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  to  Cumberland  or  the  mouth  of  Savage  Creek, 
and  thence  across  the  Alleghany  Mountains  to  some  con- 
venient point  of  navigation  on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  or 
its  tributary  streams. " 

The  most  notable  accomplishment  of  Governor  Stevens' 
administration,  however,  from  the  standpoint  of  politics 
was  the  enfranchisement  of  the  Jews.  There  had  been 
made  prior  to  this  time  many  attempts  to  give  the  Jew  the 
same  right  to  vote  in  Maryland  that  was  enjoyed  by  citi- 
zens of  other  faiths:  These  attempts,  however,  had  inva- 
riably met  with  bitter  antagonism.  The  greatest  opposition 
to  the  proposal  came  from  the  counties,  which  somewhat 
illogically  opposed  everything  that  would  give  Baltimore 
a  larger  voice  in  the  direction  of  state  affairs,  and  every 
increase  in  population  was  regarded  as  a  threat  of  harm 
from  this  direction.  The  Jew,  however,  with  his  character- 
istic tenacity,  continued  to"  appeal  to  the  state's  sense  of 
justice  as  to  whether  or  not  he  should  be  forever  barred 
from  rights  which  were  granted  to  every  other  man.  A 
bill  to  remove  the  disqualification  from  the  Jew  had  actually 
passed  the  legislature  in  1822,  but  before  it  could  become 
a  law  it  was  necessary  that  it  be  approved  by  a  subsequent 
legislature*    At  the  session  of  1823  the  members  of  the 
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general  assembly  from  the  counties  had  been  too  strongly 
impressed  with  the  countians'  disfavor  of  the  measure  to 
dare  approve  it,  and  they  therefore  refused  to  vote  for  the 
bill.  In  the  next  session,  however,  that  of  1824,  the  ques- 
tion was  again  brought  up,  as  it  had  been  in  many  previous 
sessions,  and  was  finally  passed,  February  26,  1825. 

The  administration  of  Mr.  Stevens  was  brought  to  a  close 
in  1825,  after  he  had  served  the  full  three  years  permitted 
by  the  constitution.  He  was  succeeded  by  Joseph  Kent. 
Mr.  Stevens  continued  active  in  the  cause  of  Maryland 
democracy  after  his  retirement  and  throughout  the  remain- 
ing days  of  his  long  life.  He  never  again,  however,  came 
prominently  in  the  public  eye,  and  except  for  his  governor- 
ship of  three  years  his  life  was  an  uneventful  one.  He  died 
at  his  home  near  Trappe,  Maryland,  in  i860,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-one. 
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What  is  known  in  politics  as  a  mugwump  was  once  aptly 
defined  as  a  human  ferryboat,  traveling  from  side  to  side, 
but  never  remaining  long  at  any  mooring.  During  the 
first  years  of  the  American  republic  there  were  lacking  in 
the  political  world  such  qualities  as  are  essential  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  men  of  this  class,  but  in  the  years  that  wit- 
nessed the  great  disintegration  of  American  political  parties 
incident  to  the  demise  of  the  federal  party  and  the  forma- 
tion of  new  organizations,  certain  inducements  were  pre- 
sented to  the  shrewd  honor-seeker  to  become  a  mugwump. 
There  were  lightning  changes  in  the  political  complexion 
of  many  sections,  and  he  who  could  anticipate  these  changes 
might  prepare  for  himself  a  future  berth  with  a  party  yet 
unborn  while  occupying  an  office  under  the  organization  to 
which  at  the  time  he  acknowledged  allegiance.  And  it 
must  be  confessed  that  in  Maryland  there  was  being  devel- 
oped a  very  fine  specimen  of  mugwump,  who  was  in  time 
to  be  honored  with  the  office  of  governor — Dr.  Joseph  Kent. 
His  political  sentiment  was  acrobatic  and  took  many  a 
turn,  but  it  always  landed  its  owner  upon  his  feet,  and 
usually  in  office,  and  yet,  by  the  feats  which  Mr.  Kent  per- 
formed, Mr.  Kent  was  not  only  the  gainer,  but  his  native 
state  was  each  time  made  richer.  Had  he  lacked  the  abil- 
ity to  read  the  future,  had  he  resisted  the  temptation  to  be 
guided  by  his  reading,  Maryland  would  have  lost  much  more 
than  Mr.  Kent  ever  gained. 

Joseph  Kent,  the  son  of  Daniel  Kent,  was  born  in  Calvert 
county  January  14,  1779.     He  was  afforded  the  best  oppor- 
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tunity  in  early  youth  to  obtain  a  thorough  education,  and 
by  the  time  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty  was  able  to 
secure  a  license  to  practice  medicine.  This  was  in  May,  1 799. 
He  then  formed  a  connection  with  a  Dr.  Parran,  of  Lower 
Marlboro.  The  partnership  lasted  only  for  two  years,  and 
in  September,  1801,  Dr.  Kent  began  to  practice  on  his  own 
account.  Perhaps  because  the  medical  prof ession  was  not 
sufficiently  remunerative  or  perhaps  because  the  neighbors 
were  too  healthy  to  demand  much  of  Dr.  Kent's  time — 
possibly  because  of  both — the  future  governor  determined 
to  change  the  scene  of  his  activity  and  at  the  same  time 
take  up  farming.  He  moved  to  Blandersburg  in  1807, 
where  he  was  sometimes  physician  and  sometimes  farmer. 
He  entered  the  service  of  the  state  government  as  surgeon's 
mate  and  rose  steadily,  becoming  surgeon,  major,  lieutenant- 
colonel  and  finally  colonel  of  cavalry. 

His  versatility  must  have  impressed  Dri  Kent  himself 
in  early  years,  and  it  was  therefore  but  natural  that  he 
should  soon  become  convinced  that  his  peculiar  qualities 
might  prove  of  more  worth  in  politics  than  in  either  agri- 
culture or  medicine.  At  all  events,  Dr.  Kent  became  a  can- 
didate for  office  in  the  first  year  of  the  second  decade  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  and  as  a  federalist  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  lower  branch  of  congress.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
term  he  was  reelected.  His  service  covered  the  period  from 
November,  181 1,  to  March,  1815.  During  this  period  the 
great  evil  in  the  eyes  of  federalism  was  the  threatened  sec- 
ond war  with  England,  and  Congressman  Kent  was  a  feder- 
alist. But  when  the  time  came  to  vote  for  war  or  against 
war,  Dr.  Kent,  on  June  18,  181 2,  joined  the  republicans  with 
a  vote  for  war.  As  a  prospective  mugwump  he  acted  with 
great  judgment,  for  it  was  apparent  that  the  time  must 
soon  come  when  the  federal  party  in  Maryland  should  go 
into  decline.    When  the  time  for  a  presidential  election 
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came  around,  in  1816,  Dr.  Kent  appeared  as  a  candidate 
for  elector  on  the  republican  ticket,  and  in  the  electoral  col- 
lege of  which  he  became  a  member  he  cast  his  vote  for 
James  Monroe  for  president.  He  was  thus  by  this  time  a 
confirmed  republican,  or  latter-day  democrat.  It  was  not 
long  before  Dr.  Kent,  as  a  democratic  leader  in  his  sec- 
tion.was  being  thought  of  and  talked  of  as  a  fit  man  to  send 
to  congress.  The  successful  termination  of  the  war  of 
1812-15  had  put  a  quietus  upon  the  federal  party  generally, 
though  in  Maryland  it  held  on  for  several  years  after  the  close 
of  the  conflict.  Ex-Congressman  Kent,  however,  appeared 
as  a  congressional  candidate  at  the  proper  time,  when,  in 
1 8*9,  the  final  retirement  of  the  federal  party  was  taking 
place.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  1 7th,  18th  and  19th 
congresses  serving  from  1821  to  1826. 

.While  still  representing  Maryland  in  the  lower  house  of 
the  national  legislature  Mr.  Kent  was  chosen  governor  of 
the  state  to  succeed  Samuel  Stevens,  Jr., -and  he  resigned 
his  seat  as  a  congressman  in  the  early  part  of  1826  and  took 
up  the  direction  of  affairs  in  the  gubernatorial  office.  Many 
important  though  not  momentous  pieces  of  legislation  were 
either  endorsed  or  else  suggested  by  Mr.  Kent  during  the 
three  years  he  was  governor.  He  advocated  a  change  in  the 
election  law  by  which  president  and  vice-president  of  the 
United  States  were  chosen.  He  suggested  that  the  Mary- 
land legislature  dispose  of  its  holdings  of  United  States  3 
per  cent  stock  and  put  the  proceeds  in  a  sinking  fuhd.  He 
impressed  upon  the  national  government  the  desirability 
of  Maryland  securing  her  share  of  the  public  lands  to  be 
devoted  to  educational  development.  But  the  feature  of 
his  administration  that  stands  out  in  greatest  relief  against 
the  minor  events  is  the  establishment  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad.  Governor  Kent's  predecessors  in  office,  as 
well  as  he  himself,  had  been  concerned  with  the  building  of 
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a  canal  which  should  connect  Washington  with  the  waters 
of  the  Ohio  river.  Since'  this  canal  could  offer  no  special 
commercial  advantage  to  Baltimore  the  people  of  the  city- 
had  from  the  first  been  opposed ,  to  it  unless,  a  scheme  was 
devised  whereby  the  canal  could  be  continued  to  Baltimore. 
This,  led  to  the  suggestion  that  a  connecting  link  be  built 
between  Georgetown — the  Washington  terminus  of  the  pro- 
posed Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal — and  Baltimore.  Upon 
investigation  such  a  connecting  canal  was  found  to  be  im- 
practicable. 

When  the  unfavorable  report  upon  the  proposed  canal 
between  Georgftown  and  Baltimore  was  made,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  build  a  railway  between  Baltimore  and  the  Ohio, 
over  which  box  cars  loaded  with  freight  might  be  hauled 
by  Horses  and  mules.  Governor  Kent  had  presided  at  the 
Washington  meeting  which,  in  1823,  planned  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal,  and  he  was  for  some  years  a  director 
in  the  company  constructing  this  waterway.  He  now  took 
an  active  part  in  the  building  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio, 
and  the  broad-mindedness  of  the  man  is  shown  in  his  appeal 
to  the  people  not  to  oppose  either  project  in  favor  of  the 
other,  but  with  both  heart  and  soul  to  sustain  the  rival 
movements  that  were  to  result  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad.  The  meeting 
at  which  plans  for  building  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  were 
finally  put  into  shape  was  held  in  Baltimore,  February  12, 
1827.  The  committee  appointed  to  perfect  plans  reported 
a  week  later  that  it  approved  of  measures  being  taken  "to 
construct  a  double-track  railroad  between  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore and  some  point  on  the  Ohio  river  by  the  most  eligible 
and  direct  route."  Governor  Kent,  Charles  Carroll  of 
Carrollton  and  ex-Governor  Ridgely  were  on  the  committee 
which  petitioned  the  Maryland  legislature  for  a  charter  for 
the  proposed  railroad,  and  the  legislature  within  a  very  few 
days  granted  the  requested  privilege. 
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Governor  Kent  was  now'  preparing  for  another  change 
in  political  faith.  His  administration  was  brought  to  a 
close  in  1828.  About  this  time  there  began  a  war  in  the 
republican  party  between  the  Adams  men  and  the  Jackson 
faction.  The  party,  at  this  time  called'  the  republican- 
democratic,  was  disrupted,  the  loyal  ones  becoming  the 
democrats.  Mr.  Kent  and  a  host  of  others  returned  to 
somewhat  the  principles  of  the  old  federal  party  and  became 
known  as  the  national  republicans,  who  in  time  were  to  be 
the  whigs.  In  December,  1831,  the' national  republicans 
held  a  meeting  in  Baltimore  and  elected  Joseph  Kent  vice- 
president  of  the  organization.  The  ex-governor  entered 
the  war  upon  his  old  associates  with  all  the  vigor  which  he 
usually  displayed,  and  in  a  very  bitter  contest  succeeded 
in  winning  for  himself  sufficient  support  to  be  sent  to  the 
United  States  senate.  He  was  elected  for  six  years — from 
1833  to  1839.  Before  his  term  had  expired,  however,  he 
died,  November  24,  1837,  at  his  residence,  Rose  Mount, 
near  Bladensburg.  He  had  been  married  twice.  His  first 
wife  was  Miss  Eleanor  Lee  Wallace,  daughter  of  Dr.  Michael 
and  Eleanor  (Contee)  Wallace,  by  whom  he  had  five  children. 
The  first  Mrs.  Kent  died  in  1 826.  Dr.  Kent's  second  wife  was 
Miss  Alice  Lee  Contee,  of  Charles  county,  who  left  no  issue. 
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DANIEL  MARTIN 

When  new  political  parties  are  formed  by  a  general  dis- 
integration of  the  body  politic,  there  is  apt  to  prevail  for  at 
least  a  portion  of  the  period  of  evolution  much  vagueness 
concerning  political  boundary  lines.  Take,  for  example, 
the  years  intervening  between  the  death  of  the  federal  and 
the  birth  of  the  whig  parties,  and  in  the  presidential  cam- 
paign of  1824  there  appear  four  candidates  for  the  presi- 
dency under  the  standard  of  the  republican-democratic 
party;  and  the  chief  mark  of  distinction  between  them,  as 
far  as  party  name  is  concerned,  is  that  John  Quincy  Adams, 
for  instance,  was  known  as  an  anti-Jacksonian,  while  Andrew 
Jackson  naturally  was  a  strictly  Jackson  candidate.  An 
accompaniment  to  this  groping  in  national  politics  is  found 
in  the  local  affairs  of  Maryland  at  about  the  same  time. 
While  the  several  divisions  of  the  republican-democratic 
party  were  seeking  for  doctrines  to  incorporate  into  their 
beliefs,  Maryland  wavered  from  one  to  the  other.  The 
state  would  elect  a  legislature  favorable  to  Adams  this 
year,  but  the  next  general  assembly  would  be  radically 
Jacksonian.  This  constant  shifting  of  sentiment  is  respon- 
sible for  the  piecemeal — and  therefore  unimpressive — 
administration  of  Governor  Martin.  He  was  elected  to 
office  and  gave  every  promise  of  rendering  the  state  good 
service;  but  the  one-year  term  for  which  governors  were 
then  chosen  did  not  afford  him  opportunity  to  put  into 
practice  his  policies  before  a  Jackson  governor  succeeded 
him  and  ended  his  experiment.  Within  another  twelve 
months,   however,    Mr.    Martin    was  again   elected   state 
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executive,  but  this  time  death  interrupted  his  direction  of 
Maryland's  affairs,  and  consequently  the  state's  history 
records  only  two  fragments  of  administration  which  are  as 
unsatisfying  as  fragments  usually  are. 

Daniel  Martin,  third  son  of  Nicholas  and  Hannah  (Old- 
ham) Martin,  was  born  at  The  Wilderness,  near  Easton,  in 
1780.  The  boy  was  given  a  liberal  education  and,  be- 
cause of  his  father's  business  at  Annapolis,  gained  the  addi- 
tional benefit  of  being  thrown  with  men  of  consequence.  His 
primary  training  was  acquired  in  part  in  his  home  county 
and  part  at  Annapolis.  After  the  completion  of  his  pre- 
paratory schooling,  he  matriculated  at  St.  John's  College, 
Annapolis,  where  he  received  his  academic  training.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  at  Annapolis  Mr.  Martin  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Miss  Mary  Clare  Maccubbin,  of  that  city,  who  in 
1816,  became  his  wife..  After  leaving  college  Mr.  Martin 
devoted  his  time  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  for  some  time 
held  aloof  from  public  life,  although  he  was  ever  active  in 
the  political  councils  of  his  county.  His  initial  appear- 
ance as  a  legislator  was  made  about  the  time  of  the  feder- 
alists' final  defeat.  In  1819  Daniel  Martin  was  sent  to 
Annapolis  with  Mr.  Samuel  Sprigg,  who  shortly  thereafter 
became  governor,  as  Talbot's  representative  in  the  house 
of  delegates.  Martin  remained  in  the  legislature  until 
1 8a  1 ,  after  which  year  he  was  lost  for  some  time  to  the  public 
eye.  He  was  a  man  to  whom  the  management  of  his  farm 
made  a  strong  appeal,  and  a  large  part  o(  his  time  during 
the  period  intervening  between  his  service  in  the  legislature 
and  his  administration  of  affairs  in  the  executive  mansion 
was  devoted  to  farming. 

In  the  decade  from  i8ao  to  1830  one  of  the  chief  themes 
upon  the  stump  in  national  and  state  campaigns  was  the 
question  of  internal  improvements.  An  experiment  with 
a  canal  in  New  York  had  revealed  the  means  by  which  the 
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commerce  of  the  country  was  to  attain  marvelous  develop- 
ment, and  everywhere  the  talk  was  of  cutting  canals  and 
building  railroads.  In  Maryland  the  matter  of  internal 
improvements  was  especially  stressed.  When  the  legisla- 
ture met  to  elect  a  successor  to  Joseph  Kent,  who  had  been 
a  herald  of  internal  improvements,  there  were  two  candi- 
dates presented  by  the  two  factions  of  the  republican- 
democratic  party.  Daniel  Martin,  of  Talbot  county,  was 
chosen,  and  assumed  office  January  15,  1829.  His  term 
expired  the  next  year,  by  which  time  the  Jackson  elements 
had  succeeded  in  gaining  control  of  the  legislature  and, 
instead  of  reelecting  Governor  Martin,  Thomas  King  Carroll, 
a  Jackson  supporter,  was  chosen.  Governor  Carroll  was  in 
office  from  January  15,  1830,  to  January  13,  183 1,  by  which 
time  the  legislature  had  again  become  anti- Jackson,  and 
ex-Governor  Martin  was  once  more  chosen  state  executive. 
His  term,  beginning  in  the  opening  days  of  183 1,  continued 
only  until  July  of  the  same  year,  when  his  death  put  to  a 
close  an  administration  that  was  both  conservative  and 
progressive. 

This  fragmentary  service  as  chief  magistrate  does  not 
present  an  opportunity  to  draw  a  final  conclusion  as  to  the 
executive  abilities  of  Governor  Martin,  but  his  utterances 
while  in  office  and  his  public  acts  give  no  uncertain  indica- 
tion of  what  his  administration  would  have  been,  had 
there  been  afforded  him  ample  opportunity  for  the  dis- 
play of  his  ability.  His  chief  characteristic — which  made 
him  unalterably  antagonistic  to  President  Jackson  per- 
sonally, even  though  he  might  have  been  favorable  to  the 
political  principles  of  Jackson's  supporters  generally — was 
an  abhorrence  of  political  patronage.  General  Jackson,  on 
the  other  hand,  was  the  high  priest  of  the  doctrine  of  polit- 
ical favors  in  the  shape  of  public  offices.  All  the  predeces- 
sors of  Jackson  in  the  presidential  office  had  to  their  crtdit 
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a  total  of  74  removals  from  public  office  because  of  the  polit- 
ical faith  of  those  dismissed.  When  "Old  Hickory,"  how- 
ever, came  to  the  executive  mansion  he  dismissed  during 
the  first  year  of  his  administration  between  iooo  and  2000 
office-holders  that  his  own  adherents  might  become  public 
employees.  This  was  the  beginning  of  what  is  known  as  the 
"spoils  system"  in  America,  which  is  based  upon  the  theory 
that  to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils  of  public  office. 

Governor  Martin  was  decidedly  a  virtuous  politician, 
and  whatever  doctrines  he  either  devised  or  supported  were 
eminently  moral.  He  was  opposed  to  anything  approach- 
ing a  "spoils  system,"  and  declared  that  as  soon  as  the  par- 
ties should  become  thoroughly  instilled  with  the  notion 
that  offices  were  simply  rewards  for  political  workers  there 
would  follow  a  desire  to  increase  the  number  of  public 
offices;  and  Governor  Martin  was  an  avowed  advocate  of 
such  governmental  organization  as  would  call  for  few 
officers  in  the  state  departments.  Although  conservative 
in  this  particular,  he  was  primarily  a  progressive  man.  He 
devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  consideration  of  internal 
improvements  then  going  on.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  of  which  he 
was  a  charter  member,  and  gave  his  support  to  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal  project.  He  was  untiring  in  his 
endeavors  to  have  the  educational  institutions  of  the  state 
increased  in  numbers  and  brought  up  to  a  higher  standard 
of  efficiency.  He  also  advanced  weighty  arguments  in 
favor  of  the  employment  of  convicts  confined  in  penal 
institutions  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  goods,  the 
profits  from  which  should  considerably  reduce,  if  not  com- 
pletely offset,  the  expense  attendant  upon  their  incarcera- 
tion. 

While  Governor  Martin  had  had  limited  opportunity 
during  his  first  administration  of  one  year's  duration  to 
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display  his  ability  as  an  executive  and  his  purity  of  pur- 
pose as  a  citizen,  it,  was  from  his  second  administration 
that  the  greatest  accomplishments  were  expected.  His 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  state  executive  during  the  term 
1829-30  received  hearty  indorsement  by  his  reflection  as 
governor  after  a  break  of  a  single  year  by  the  Carroll  ad- 
ministration: Further,  the  ranks  of  his  supporters  in  the 
state  had  beeii  strengthened,  and  there  was  every  reason 
to  believe  that  he  would  be  retained  in  office  for  the  full 
two  additional  years  to  which  he  was  eligible  under  the  con- 
stitution. For  both  the  state,  therefore,  and  for  Mr.  Martin 
himself  the  outlook  was  promising,  but  death  interposed, 
and  what  would  have  been  the  record  of  his  subsequent 
administration  of  Maryland  affairs,  had  he  lived,  remains 
a  matter  for  speculation.  He  was  taken  ill  on  Friday,  July 
8,  1 83 1,  and  died  at  his  Talbot  county  estate  on  the  follow- 
ing Monday,  July  11,  at  3  o'clock.  Two  days  later  he  was 
buried  near  his  home,  on  the  Choptank  river. 
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THOMAS  KING  CARROLL 

Modesty  and  diffidence  are  not  common  traits  in  the  aver- 
age politician.  Indeed,  it  would  appear  little  short  of  im- 
possible for  a  man  with  a  markedly  retiring  disposition  to 
win  large  political  honors.  But  in  the  gallery  of  Maryland's 
governors  there  hangs  the  picture  of  one  executive  who  was 
preeminently  modest  and  quiet.  His  life  began  when  the 
federation  of  the  American  states  under  the  constitution 
was  still  in  an  experimental  stage.  He  took  part  in  the 
early  political  affairs  of  the  state  and  witnessed  America's 
development  along  democratic  lines.  He  was  in  the  heat 
of  the  slavery  discussion,  saw  the  conflict  which  sought  to 
solve  the  negro  problem,  and  watched  over  his  native  com- 
monwealth when  she  joined  in  the  task  of  binding  up  the 
wounds  inflicted  by  war.  And  yet,  through  it  all,  Governor 
Carroll  appears  more  as  a  spectator  than  a  principal,  not 
because  he  only  looked  on,  but  because  he  labored  quietly 
for  the  causes  which  he  favored.  He  joined  the  company 
of  governors  so  modestly,  he  remained  in  office  so  brief  a 
period,  and  his  retirement  from  the  executive  mansion  was 
so  quiet,  that  somehow  he  seems  mingled  with  the  crowd 
rather  than  the  leaders. 

Thomas  King  Carroll  was  born  at  Kingston  Hall,  Somer- 
set county,  April  29,  1793.  He  was  descended  from  Capt. 
Henry  Carroll,  the  proprietor  of  Susquehanna  in  St.  Mary's 
county,  who  died  shortly  before  the  outbreak  of  the  Revo- 
lution. Captain  Carroll's  eldest  son  was  Col.  Henry  James 
Carroll,  who  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Barnes  King,  the 
only  daughter  of  Col.  Thomas  King,   of   Kingston   Hall, 
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Somerset  county.  Somerset  was  then  a  stronghold  of  the 
Presbyterians,  and  when  announcement  was  made  of  an 
engagement  between  Miss  King,  a  Presbyterian,  and  Colonel 
Carroll,  a  Roman  Catholic,  there  followed  considerable 
excitement  in  the  county,  and  posters  were  distributed 
denouncing  the  marriage  of  a  King  and  a  Catholic.  Upon 
his  marriage  Colonel  Carroll  and  his  wife  took  up  their  resi- 
dence at  Kingston  Hall,  and  there  Thomas  King  Carroll, 
their  eldest  son,  was  born.  The  home  in  which  his  boy- 
hood was  passed  furnished  fertile  soil  for  the  development 
of  a  refined  and  cultured  character,  and  Governor  Carroll, 
despite  his  support  of  the  democratic  party,  was  in  a  num- 
ber of  his  ways  a  typical  aristocrat  of  his  day.  Many  of  the 
old  English  customs  were  retained  at  Kingston  Hall — all 
the  servants  wore  livery,  and  when  the  family  traveled  it 
was  in  a  coach  and  four  with  outriders. 

Young  Carroll  commenced  his  academic  studies  at  Char- 
lotte Hall  School,  in  St.  Mary's  county.  In  1802  he  entered 
Washington  Academy,  Somerset  county,  where  he  continued 
for  the  following  eight  years,  leaving  that  institution  in  1810. 
He  then  became  a  member  of  the  junior  class  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  181 1. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  began  to  study  law  in  the  officfe 
of  Ephraim  King  Wilson,  in  Snow  Hill,  where  he  continued 
until  1 81 3.  He  then  entered  the  office  of  Gen.  Robert 
Goodloe  Harper,  of  Baltimore,  and  completed  his  law 
studies,  qualifying  at  the  bar  of  Somerset  county  in  June, 
1814.  He  had  determined  to  practice  law  in  Baltimore, 
but  the  sudden  death  of  his  father  upset  his  plans  and 
changed  considerably  the  course  of  his  life.  When  the 
elder  Carroll  died  Thomas  King  Carroll  abandoned  law, 
and  returning  to  Kingston  Hall  undertook  the  manage- 
ment of  his  father's  large  estate. 

The  year  18 14  was  an  eventful  one  in  Mr.  Carroll's  life 
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for  other  reasons  than  that  it  witnessed  his  admission  to  the 
bar.  On  June  23  of  that  year,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Juli- 
anna  Stevenson,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Henry  Stevenson,  of 
Baltimore.  Dr.  Stevenson  was  one  of  the  most  widely 
known  and  distinguished  physicians  of  his  day  and  is  hon- 
ored in  both  medical  and  civic  annals.  Another  important 
event  in  the  early  life  of  Carroll  was  his  entrance  into  the 
Masonic  order,  of  which  he  was  throughout  the  remaining 
years  of  his  life  an  active  member.  Shortly  after  having 
arrived  at  maturity  Mr.  Carroll  was  elected  without  opposi- 
tion a  member  of  the  house  of  delegates,  where  he  served  for 
two  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  "jury"  court  and  sub- 
sequently judge  of  thtf  orphans'  court,  which  office  he  held 
at  the  time  of  his  election  as  governor  of  the  state.  He  also 
served  twice  as  an  elector  of  the  senate  of  Maryland. 

In  the  fall  of  1829  Thomas  King  Carroll  was  elected  gov- 
ernor over  Daniel  Martin,  who  was  then  in  the  executive 
mansion,  and  he  was  inaugurated  on  January  15, 1830.  The 
legislative  elections  in  the  state,  however,  changed  the  com- 
plexion of  the  general  assembly,  and  when  the  two  houses 
were  ready  to  ballot  for  a  governor  in  the  fall  of  1830  the 
democrats  were  in  the  minority,  and  so  Daniel  Martin  was 
reelected.  In  consequence  the  term  of  Governor  Carroll 
covered  only  twelve  months,  and  he  relinquished  the  guber- 
natorial office  to  Martin  on  January  13,  1831'.  Like  Gov- 
ernor Martin,  Mr.  Carroll  was  hindered  because  of  the  brief 
period  in  which  he  was  in  office  from  accomplishing  any- 
thing of  great  moment  as  a  monument  to  his  administration 
He  was  the  advocate  of  certain  theories  and  principles,  how 
ever,  which  somewhat  distinguish  the  governor,  if  not  the 
governorship. 

Mr.  Carroll  was  much  opposed  to  the  prevailing  tend- 
ency toward  military  display.  In  this  he  showed  himself 
democratic,  and  at  the  same  time  gave  evidence  of  being  a 
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practical  man,  for  his  chief  complaint  against  the  thing 
deplored  was  that  it  drew  large  crowds  from  their  labor 
and  resulted  in  dissipation.  And  yet  Mr.  Carroll  personally 
was  not  democratic.  He  was  a  proud  and  sensitive  man 
who  was  ceremonious  even  in  his  family  circle  and  had  a 
dignity  of  carriage  which  called  forth  the  greatest  considera- 
tion and  deference  wherever  he  appeared.  He  was  intel- 
lectual and  patriotic,  and  in  all  that  he  did  or  sought  to 
do  his  intellectuality  and  patriotism  were  revealed ;  but  he 
lacked  woefully  the  aggressiveness  and  self-seeking  of  the 
average  politician.  It  is  said  that  certain  leaders  in  the 
legislature  were  conferring  with  a  view  to  placing  Mr.  Car- 
roll in  nomination  for  the  United  States  senate,  when  a 
supposed  friend  took  it  upon  himself  to  declare  that  Mr. 
Carroll  would  not  accept  the  honor.  There  was  but  one 
man  who  could  have  resurrected  the  matter  thereafter,  but 
that  one  chose  rather  to  be  silent. 

Governor  Carroll  gave  much  thought  to  the  subject  of 
education.  He  joined  the  movement  to  improve  the  aca- 
demic department  of  the  University  of  Maryland,  and  he  was 
an  advocate  of  an  educational  system  in  Maryland.  He  was 
also  a  man  who  appreciated  the  worth  of  history,  and  sug- 
gested to  congress  that  provision  be  made  for  copying  such 
Revolutionary  records  as  were  in  the  English  libraries.  He 
labored  in  behalf  of  the  veterans  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
aiding  them  in  their  efforts  to  receive  much-needed  assist- 
ance from  the  federal  government.  He  also  gave  much 
thought  to  the  question  which  was  soon  to  prove  a  pitfall 
to  the  American  nation,  and  his  studies  of  slavery  led  him  to 
join  those  who  favored  a  policy  which  would  colonize  the 
negroes  and  free  the  states  of  their  black  burden.  Shortly 
after  his  retirement  as  governor  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  state  senate,  but  declined  to  accept  the  office.  Al- 
though he  had  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  Jackson,  he  after- 
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ward  differed  with  "Old  Hickory."  and  in  consequence  of 
their  rupture  joined  the  supporters  of  Henry  Clay. 

Ex-Governor  Carroll  retired  to  Kingston  Hall  at  the 
close  of  his  administration,  where  he  lived  until  1840,  when 
he  removed  to  Dorchester  county,  taking  up  his  residence 
on  a  large  estate  near  Church  Creek.  Governor  Pratt,  who 
became  governor  of  Maryland  in  the  forties,  appointed  Mr. 
Carroll  a  lottery  commissioner  for  Maryland,  and  when 
General  Taylor  became  president  in  1849,  he  appointed 
Mr.  Carroll  naval  officer  of  the  port  of  Baltimore.  Mr.  Carroll 
died  at  an  advanced  age  on  October  3, 1873. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XXII 

GEORGE  HOWARD 

Because  of  the  great  defect  in  Maryland's  early  constitu- 
tion; which  made  possible  a  yearly  change  of  governors, 
the  state  experienced  within  the  period  from  January,  1829,, 
to  January,  1833,  four  separate  administrations.  Daniel 
Martin,  a  legislator  of  large  promise,  entered  the  executive 
mansion  in  January,  1829,  and  inaugurated  a  poljpy  which 
might  have  made  his  administration  memorable;  but  the 
constitution  permitted  Mr.  Martin's  removal  after  he  had 
served  only  one  year.  He  was  succeeded  by  Thomas  King 
Carroll,  a  deep  thinker  and  a  wise  counselor;  but  again  the 
constitution  opened  up  a  way  for  denying  the  state  much 
good  from  Carroll's  administration.  The  federalists,  hav- 
ing again  won  control  of  the  legislature,  turned  Governor 
Carroll  from  office  at  the  close  of  his  first  term  and  Mr. 
Martin  was  reinstated.  For  the  next  change  of  adminis- 
tration the  constitution  was  not  responsible.  Martin  died 
in  the  first  year  of  his  second  administration,  and  left  open 
the  way  for  a  new  governor.  George  Howard,  his  successor, 
was  the  least  promising  governor  of  the  three  who  occupied 
the  executive  mansion  during  these  four  short  administra- 
tions. Consequently,  by  his  retirement  the  state,  to  all  ap- 
pearances, lost  less  because  of  its  constitutional  weaknesses 
than  when  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  Martin  failed  of  reelection. 
Governor  Howard  did  not  lack  the  ability  to  make  an  able 
executive,  nor  did  he  lack  the  morality  to  give  the  people  a 
clean  administration;  his  greatest  fault  was  his  disinclina- 
tion to  be  governor  and  as  soon  as  his  conscience  would  per- 
mit it,  he  stepped  out  of  the  governor's  office  back  into 
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private  life,  where  he  continued  with  only  occasional  and 
slight  interruptions  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

George  Howard  was  born  the  son  of  a  governor  of 
Maryland.  His  father,  John  Eager  Howard,  had  served 
with  great  distinction  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  was 
elected  chief  magistrate  of  Maryland  the  year  before  his 
governor-son's  birth.  General  Howard  had  married  Miss 
Margaret  Chew,  and  to  them  was  born,  November  21,  1789, 
George  Howard.  By  his  schooling,  as  well  as  by  his  dis- 
position, young  Howard  seemed  destined  for  a  private 
rather  than  a  public  career;  he  was  not  possessed  even  in 
a  small  way  of  that  ambition  to  lead  which  characterized 
his  more  famous  brother,  Benjamin  Chew  Howard.  He 
received  his  education  from  private  tutors  at  his  father's 
estate  of  Belvedere,  in  Baltimore  county,  where  he  spent 
his  early  years.  Through  his  association  with  General 
Howard,  who  was  a  hearty  supporter  of  the  federal  party, 
it  was  but  natural  that  he  should  imbibe  federalists 
doctrines,  and  he  became  an  uncompromising  federalist. 
His  father  had  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Anne  Arundel 
county  near  Woodstock,  which  was  later  incorporated  into 
Howard  county,  and  this  place  was  presented  to  the  son, 
who,  on  December  26,  181 1,  married  Miss  Prudence  Gough 
Ridgely,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Carnan  Ridgely,  of  Hamp- 
ton. They  took  up  their  residence  at  Waverly,  Anne 
Arundel  county,  where  a  large  family  was  reared.  His 
children  were  a  deep  concern  to  Mr.  Howard,  who,  upon 
being  elected  governor  of  Maryland  in  1832,  asked  the 
legislature  to  be  lenient  with  him  as  to  the  time  when  he 
should  appear  to  qualify,  as  he  was  detained  at  home  by 
the  indisposition  of  his  family. 

During  the  years  that  the  Howards  lived  at  Waverly 
they  do  not  seem  to  have  become  prominent  in  public 
affairs  to  any  marked  extent.     In  fact,  practically  the  first 
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appearance  of  any  moment  which  the  future  governor  made 
in  public  life  was  when  he  became  a  member  of  the  coun- 
cil named  to  advise  Governor  Martin.  This  council  was 
elected  a  few  days  after  Daniel  Martin  was  chosen  governor 
and  began  its  service  in  January,  1831.  Howard  was  a 
great  admirer  of  Martin  and  it  is  possible  that  his  friendship 
for  the  governor  was  the  greatest  inducement  in  the  way 
of  persuading  him  to  become  a  state  official.  Governor 
Martin  died  early  in  July,  and  Mr.  Howard  was  suddenly 
brought  into  considerable  prominence.  At  the  meeting 
of  the  executive  council,  on  July  22,  1831,  he  was  called 
upon  to  assume  the  robe  of  his  fallen  chief,  and  it  was  with 
every  evidence  of  sincerity  that  he  declared  he  accepted 
the  office  solely  because  the  death  of  Martin  imposed  upon 
him  public  duties  from  the  due  exaction  of  which  he  did 
not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  retire.  The  short  governor- 
ship which  followed,  covering  the  period  from  July  22,  183 1, 
to  January  17,  1833,  presents  an  administration  which 
is  somewhat  different  from  that  of  any  other  Maryland 
governor.  Mr#  Howard  at  no  time  during  his  occupancy 
of  the  executive  mansion  seemed  quite  able  to  under- 
stand fully  that  the  governor  of  Maryland  and  himself  were 
one  and  the  same  man.  He  was  forever  standing  aloof, 
surveying  his  administration  more  as  a  disinterested  specta- 
tor than  as  the  chief  actor.  He  constantly  brought  to  mind 
of  others  the  fact  that  he  had  merely  taken  up  the  reins  of 
government  because  the  chosen  chief  had  let  them  drop 
from  his  hands  and  he  did  not  often  seek  to  impress 
his  individuality  upon  state  affairs.  What  others  had 
started  he  continued,  but  always,  confessedly,  as  he  thought 
they  would  have  continued  it;  and  not  infrequently  he 
refrained  from  giving  expression  to  his  own  sentiments  upon 
the  plea  that  his  predecessors  in  office  had  given  expression 
to  about  the  same  sentiments.     He  was  in  truth  the  pilgrim 
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governor,  never  for  one  moment  losing  sight  of  the  fact 
that  his  governorship  was  transient. 

There  were,  of  course,  times  when  his  individuality  asserted 
itself.  He  was  bitter,  for  instance,  in  his  public  denounce- 
ments of  President  Jackson  because  the  latter  did  not 
approve  of  certain  improvements  which  the  general  govern- 
ment was  requested  to  make  in  Maryland.  But  Governor 
Howard  was  greatly  influenced  in  his  attitude  toward  "Old 
Hickory"  by  the  difference  in  their  respective  political 
faiths.  Then,  too,  Mr.  Howard  was  an  uncompromising 
foe  of  lotteries,  by  which,  in  the  name  of  charity,  the  people 
gambled  legally.  Churches  were  built,  colleges  endowed, 
and  monuments  raised  through  the  proceeds  of  public 
lotteries.  He  favored  an  entire  suppression  of  lotteries, 
that  "constitute  a  system  of  gambling,  which,  although 
licensed,  is  extremely  prejudicial."  Himself  a  large  slave- 
holder, he  was  a  hearty  supporter  of  such  legislation  as 
would  secure  to  the  owner  of  bondmen  full  enjoyment  of 
their  property.  He  was,  however,  favorable  to  the  move- 
ment which  had  as  its  purpose  a  colonization  of  the  negroes 
in  Africa,  and  hoped  that  some  day  it  might  succeed  in 
"the  restoration  of  the  whole  of  our  colored  population  to. 
the  land  of  their  forefathers."  In  the  early  forties  Mr. 
Howard  was  instrumental  in  bringing  slaveholders  of  Mary- 
land into  an  organized  body  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that 
the  fugitive  slave  law  was  enforced. 

The  unexpired  term  of  Governor  Martin,  which  was  filled 
by  Mr.  Howard,  terminated  in  January,  1832,  and  on  the 
second  day  of  that  month  the  legislature  nominated 
George  Howard  for  governor,  and  he  was  chosen  by  a  much 
larger  majority  than  had  been  given  his  predecessor.  Of 
"the  82  ballots  cast  Mr.  Howard  received  64;  5  were  given  to 
Nicholas  Brewer,  and  13  blanks  were  voted.  During  this 
full  term  Governor  Howard  received  from  the  legislature 
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of  South  Carolina  certain  documents  bearing  upon  that 
state's  proposed  course  of  nullification.  He  had  been 
taught  from  childhood  not  to  shrink  from  responsibility 
in  the  expression  of  his  opinion,  whenever  such  opinion 
seemed  to  be  called  for,  and  he  went  after  the  leaders  of 
South  Carolina  with  a  right  good  will.  "The  spirit  of 
insubordination"  which  showed  itself  in  "the  deluded 
people"  of  a  sister  state  he  labeled  as  a  wickedness  which 
could  be  thought  of  only  "by  desperate  men  or  unfortunate 
maniacs." 

As  was  natural  for  a  man  brought  up  in  the  way  that 
George  Howard  had  been,  he  was  somewhat  impulsive  and, 
consequently,  frequently  forced  to  change  his  views  upon 
public  questions  after  giving  the  subject  less  passionate 
and  more  reasonable  consideration.  He  was  first  opposed 
to  the  state  bank  as  a  substitute  for  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  Jackson  refused  to  recharter,  but  subse- 
quently he  became  a  hearty  supporter  of  this  institution.  - 
He  discussed  the  subject  of  public  education,  but  in  his 
haste  advocated  that  the  state  endow  a  few  colleges,  as  if 
that  would  supply  the  need  for  general  free  schools.  At 
the  close  of  the  term  for  which  Governor  Howard  was  elected 
he  declined  to  stand  for  another  term,  and  James  Thomas 
was  chosen  state  executive  in  January,  1833. .  Mr.  Howard 
subsequently  appeared  as  a  presidential  elector  in  1836 
and  1840  in  support  of  Harrison,  the  whig,  for  president. 
He  also  took  part  in  the  slavery  agitation  in  the  late  thirties 
and  the  forties.  But  his  life  after  his  retirement  from 
the  executive  mansion  was  in  general  quite  as  uneventful 
as  it  had  been  before  his  governorship,  and  was  brought 
to  a  peaceful  end  at  Waverly,  on  August  2,  1846. 
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In  making  a  word-picture  of  some  public  men  an  outline 
of  their  ancestry  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but  detrimental, 
for  it  weakens  the  effect  of  the  character  studied.  This  is 
natural,  since  many  distinguished  personages  have  sprung 
from  commonplace  parentage,  and  many  more  have  had 
as  their  most  marked  traits  characteristics  that  were  not 
apparent  in  the  make-up  of  their  forebears.  In  like  manner, 
when  producing  a  word-portrait  of  some  public  men  an 
account  of  their  early  environment  is  not  requisite,  because 
their  development  from  ordinary  into  extraordinary  char- 
acters seems  altogether  independent  of  any  contribution 
from  their  childhood  surroundings.  But  these  rules  are 
not  applicable  to  a  biographical  sketch  of  James  Thomas. 
He  was  descended  from  the  Calverts.  He  was  born  and 
reared  in  staid  old  St.  Mary's  county.  And  viewed  without 
the  desirable  background  of  ancestry  and  early  environ- 
ment, Mr.  Thomas  may  seem  in  his  public  career  less  pro- 
gressive and  advanced  than  some  of  the  public  men  of  his 
time.  Include,  however,  this  background,  and  his  person- 
ality becomes  reminiscent  of  the  more  distinguished  of 
Maryland's  statesmen  in  colonial  days. 

James  Thomas,  son  of  William  and  Catherine  (Boarman) 
Thomas,  was  born  at  De  la  Brooke  Manor,  St.  Mary's 
county,  on  March  n,  1785.  On  his  maternal  side  he  was 
related  to  Commander  Robert  Brooke,  the  adventurer, 
who  came  to  America  in  1650,  and  built  the  mansion  in 
which  the  governor  was  born.  Young  Thomas  was  entered 
at  Charlotte  Hall  Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
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in  1804.  He  later  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  studied 
medicine,  receiving  his  doctor's  degree  in  1 807 .  Dr.  Thomas 
then  returned  to  his  native  county,  where  he  began  to 
practice  his  profession,  and  early  the  next  year  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Coates.  For  some  years  there- 
after he  devoted  his  attention  chiefly  to  his  chosen  profes- 
sion, and  his  practice  made  substantial  gains  in  extent. 
Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  second  war  with  England,  how- 
ever, Dr.  Thomas  left  his  fireside  to  take  up  arms  in  his 
country's  cause,  and  was  commissioned  major  in  the  Fourth 
Maryland  Cavalry.  Because  of  meritorious  service  he  was 
subsequently  brevetted  major-general. 

After  the  war — say  1815  to  1820 — Dr.  Thomas  was  chiefly 
a  practitioner,  but  his  daily  journeyings  about  the  country 
afforded  him  opportunity  for  studying  the  political  field  of 
his  own  county,  and  he  finally  determined  to  enter  politics. 
In  1820  he  appeared  as  a  candidate  for  the  general  assembly. 
This  appearance  as  a  political  factor  marked  the  broadening 
of  his  activities,  since  for  many  years  thereafter  he  was  more 
or  less  constantly  in  public  life.  Dr.  Thomas  was  elected 
to  the  house  of  delegates  in  1820,  and  was  several  times 
reelected,  so  that  his  membership  in  the  lower  branch  of  the 
legislature  continued  from  1820  to  1826.  He  closed  his 
career  as  delegate  to  enter  upon  the  more  important  duties 
of  state  senator,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  five  years. 

Throughout  the  legislative  career  of  Dr.  Thomas,  the 
country  generally  and  Maryland  particularly  were  con- 
cerned with  the  subject  of  internal  improvement.  The 
people  had  gone  mad  about  canal  cutting  and  railway  build- 
ing, and  Dr.  Thomas  had  been  an  ardent  champion,  in  the 
house  and  in  the  senate,  of  all  measures  that  looked  for 
state  aid  to  transportation  lines  either  begun  or  planned. 
It  was,  perhaps,  as  much  his  record  as  a  supporter  of  inter- 
nal improvement  enterprises  as  anything  else  that  recom- 
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mended  him  to  the  legislature  for  governor  of  the  state 
when  George  Howard,  in  the  opening  month  of  1833, 
refused  to  stand  for  reelection.  Mr.  Thomas  was  elected 
governor  in  1833,  and  he  was  reelected  in  1834  and  1835. 
No  special  significance,  as  far  as  he  is  concerned,  attaches 
itself  to  the  fact  that  at  the  time  of  his  first  reflection — 1834 
— his  majority  was  very  meager.  That  the  whigs  were  able 
to  give  their  nominee  but  48  votes  out  of  a  total  of  95  was 
due  to  a  temporary  disfavor  of  whiggish  principles  rather 
than  to  any  fault  with  the  state  executive,  and  a  year  later — 
1835 — Governor  Thomas  received  67  out  of  83  votes. 

It  is  in  the  governorship  of  Mr.  Thomas  that  the  back- 
ground of  both  his  ancestry  and  his  early  training  are  most 
essential.  In  his  demeanor  there  was  a  touch  of  formality, 
a  ceremoniousness  that  in  years  gone  by  distinguished  the 
landed  gentleman  from  his  less  prosperous  fellowmen. 
And  in  his  thoughts,  his  utterances,  and  his  doctrines  there 
come  to  the  surface,  now  and  again,  suggestions  of  the 
academic  statesman.  In  short,  the  historical  student  will 
occasionally  be  led  to  believe  that  Governor  Thomas  gained 
his  views  upon  life  from  books  rather  than  through  intimate 
association  with  his  fellowmen.  The  real  points  of  impor- 
tance, however,  in  his  administration— extending  from  Jan- 
uary 17, 1833,  to  January  14, 1836 — arehinged  uponmatters 
of  internal  improvement.  Some  of  these  matters  are  com- 
mendable, some  are  censurable,  but  all  were  doubtless 
inspired  by  the  desire  of  developing  the  agricultural  and 
commercial  possibilities  of  the  land,  and  thereby  enriching 
the  people. 

First  credit  in  the  Thomas  governorship  must  be  given 
to  the  termination  of  the  war  between  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal  interests  and  those  back  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad.  The  administration  was  influential  in 
bringing  about  this  peace,  which  meant  much  to  the  success 
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of  the  railway  undertaking,  at  least.  There  had  sprung 
up  a  rivalry  between  the  two  enterprises,  and  the  canal 
people  did  everything  in  their  power  to  block  the  way  of 
the  railroad.  Without  resorting  to  the  harsh  measures 
that  had  been  suggested  by  Governor  Howard  as  being 
necessary  to  compel  the  canal  interests  to  comply  with  the 
instructions  of  the  legislature,  an  amicable  condition  was 
brought  about  which  made  it  possible  for  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  to  shove  its  lines  westward.  Governor  Thomas  was 
also  somewhat  responsible  for  the  state  giving  some  $2,000,- 
000  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio,  and  $1,000,000  to  the 
Susquehanna  railroad  (later  made  part  of  the  Northern 
Central  railway.)  The  first  contribution  bore  the  state  no 
benefit,  though  of  course  this  could  not  be  foreseen  at  that 
time;  but  the  general  cause  for  which  both  subscriptions 
were  made  was  later  to  prove  beneficial  to  Maryland. 
Dr.  Thomas  persistently  advocated,  both  as  a. member  of 
the  general  assembly  and  as  governor,  a  more  extended 
and  a  more  efficient  system  of  public  education.  It  was 
during  his  administration  that  the  first  geological  work  in 
Maryland  was  started  and  the  map  produced  at  that  time 
possesses'considerable  historical  value  inasmuch  as  it  restored 
the  original  names  to  many  places  whose  historical  identity 
had  very  nearly  been  lost. 

Like  his  whig  predecessors  and  successor  in  office,  Dr. 
Thomas  was  a  political  foe  of  President  Jackson.  He  advo- 
cated liberal  internal  improvement  at  the  expense  of  the 
state  or  nation,  "frhile  Jackson  opposed  the  employment  of 
public  funds  for  building  transporation  lines  for  private 
corporations.  ^President  Jackson  and  Governor  Thomas 
also  differed  upon  the  question  of  banks;  and  here  a  passing 
word  should  be  said  regarding  the  failure  of  the  Bank  of 
Maryland  during  the  Thomas  administration.  The  stock 
of  this  institution  was  quoted  at  $500  a  share — although  its 
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par  value  was  tut  $300 — up  to  the  very  eve  of  its  failure. 
The  collapse  of  the  bank  disclosed  the  fact  that  its  securities 
had  been  manipulated  at  the  expense  of  the  people;  yet 
for  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  failure  the  small  creditors 
waited  patiently  for  an  accounting.  At  last  the  populace 
took  matters  into  its  own  hands,  and,  beginning  on  August 
6,  1835,  there  were  several  days  of  rioting  and  mob-rule  in 
Baltimore.  The  houses  of  those  held  responsible  for  the 
bank's  downfall  were  broken  into  and  the  torch  was  applied 
to  both  furnishings  and  buildings.  Finally  .Governor 
Thomas  called  upon  the  United  States  government  for 
troops  with  which  to  end  the  riot,  and  the  rioters  were  dis- 
persed, but  not  until  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  dollars* 
worth  of  property  had  been  destroyed.  This  incident 
prompted  Governor  Thomas  to  take  measures  toward 
having  a  reliable  state  militia  established. 

Governor  Thomas  was  succeeded  in  1836  by  Thomas  W. 
Veazey,  the  last  of  the  whig  governors.  He  retired  to  his 
home  at  Deep  Falls,  St.  Mary's  county,  where  he  passed 
the  remaining  years  of  his  life.  He  died  on  Christmas  Day, 
1845- 
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Maryland's  first  state  constitution  was  adopted  in  1776 — 
the  same  year  in  which  the  colonies  declared  their  inde- 
pendence of  England — and  continued  in  force  until  1851, 
when  the  second  constitution  was  adopted.  In  the  mean 
time,  however,  the  earlier  governmental  instrument  under- 
went radical  modification,  notably  by  a  more  liberal  grant- 
ing of  the  elective  franchise  to  the  free  citizens  and  by  an 
amendment  which  took  the  election  of  governor  and  state 
senators  from  the  legislature  and  electoral  college,  respec- 
tively, and  gave  it  to  the  voters  as  a  whole.  To  whom 
honor  for  this  latter  move  toward  republicanism  properly 
belongs  is  uncertain:  the  democrats,  then  known  as  repub- 
licans, had  advocated  such  a  change  long  before  it  was 
effected;  but  on  the  other  hand,  thewhigs — opponents 
generally  of  any  move  toward  liberal  democracy  in  govern- 
ment— were  the  ones  who  actually  accomplished  the 
change  in  1838.  That  they  were  forced  to  accede  to  the 
general  clamor  for  some  such  reform  is  but  a  half  truth, 
although  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  public  demand  was 
never  so  insistent  as  at  the  time  when  the  reform  act, 
which  brought  about  the  new  order,  was  adopted.  The 
apparent  paradox  of  the  situation — the  foes  of  republican- 
ism granting  the  state  a  more  republican  government — 
is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  whig  who  was  state 
executive  at  that  time  was  a  strategist,  for  it  was  solely  by 
strategy  that  Governor  Veazey,  born  enemy  that  he  was 
of  real  democracy,  succeeded  in  writing  himself  down  as 
a  patron  of  truly  democratic  government. 
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Long  before  the  state  had  thrown  off  her  allegiance  to 
England  the  Veazeys  had  become  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland.  The  immigrant  progeni- 
tor of  the  family  was  John  Veazey,  originally  from  Essex 
county,  England,  who  came  to  America  and  finally  settled 
in  Cecil  county,  where  he  purchased  in  1687  what  is  known 
as  Cherry  Grove.  Edward  Veazey,  father  of  the  governor, 
was  a  planter  of  Cecil  county,  who  served  as  colonial  high 
sheriff  from  1751  to  1753,  but  otherwise  remained  in  private 
life.  His  youngest  son,  Thomas  Ward  Veazey,  was  born 
on  January  31,  1774.  The  father  died  while  the  boy  was 
in  his  childhood;  and  his  mother,  who  before  marriage  had 
been  Miss  Elizabeth  De  Coursey,  also  died  before  he  had 
attained  his  majority. 

Mr.  Veazey  received  his  primary  education  in  Cecil  county, 
but  later  went  to  Washington  College,  where  he  completed 
his  studies.  Upon  leaving  college  he  returned  to  his 
home  and  becattle  a  planter.  From  early  manhood  he 
took  an  active  part  in  the  public  matters  of  his  section 
and,  with  increasing  years,  his  interest  in  matters  of  public 
concern  expanded  so  as  to  include  the  affairs  of  both  the 
state  and  the  nation.  In  1808  and  again  in  181 2  Mr. 
Veazey  was  a  presidential  elector.  In  181 1  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  house  of  delegates  from  Cecil  county  and 
in  the  following  year  was  reelected.  During  the  second 
war  with  England,  however,  he  forsook  the  general  assem- 
bly that  he  might  take  part  in  the  conflict,  and  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  forces  which  engaged  in  the  defense  of  Frederick- 
town,  Cecil  county,  when  that  place  was  attacked  by  the 
British.  He  served  later  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
Forty-ninth  Maryland  Regiment.  After  the  close  of  hos- 
tilities Mr.  Veazey  was  not  much  in  the  public  eye  until 
1833,  when  he  again  assumed  a  place  in  the  council  halls  of 
the  state.    At  this  time  he  was  chosen  as  a  member  of  the 
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council  of  James  Thomas,  governor  of  Maryland,  and  was 
reelected  to  the  council  in  1834. 

At  the  close  of  Governor  Thomas's  administration,  the 
whigs  of  the  legislature  named  Mr.  Veazey  as  candidate 
for  governor,  and  the  Cecil  countian  received  53  of  the 
total  of  76  ballots  cast,  the  remaining  23  tickets  being 
blanks.  The  first  impression  made  by  the  Veazey  adminis- 
tration was  favorable.  The  eight-million-dollar  bill,  intro- 
duced in  the  legislature  in  1835,  was  passed  ut  a  special 
session  of  the  legislature  in  June  of  1836,  and  upon  its 
passage  the  people,  unconscious  of  the  bankruptcy  which 
was  to  follow  the  state's  reckless  contribution  to  private 
enterprises,  engaged  in  jollification  throughout  the  common- 
wealth. The  governor  was  feted  and  toasted,  and  every- 
body thought  that  a  most  notable  thing  had  been  accom- 
plished because  Maryland  gave  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio, 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  and  several  other  companies  sums 
aggregating  $8,000,000  that  were  not  in  the  treasury. 

Just  three  days  thereafter,  however,  or  on  June  6, 
1836,. the  so-called  reform  convention  met  in  Baltimore 
and  discussed  the  necessity  of  changing  the  state  con- 
stitution. Among  the  resolutions  passed  was  one  recom- 
mending the  people  of  the  counties  and  cities  friendly  to 
amending  the  constitution  to  elect  at  the  next  October 
election  delegates  pledged  to  introduce  and  support  a  bill 
to  provide  for  taking  the  sense  of  the  people  on  the  question 
of  such  reform.  That  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Maryland 
desired  a  change  in  the  constitution  is  certain;  that  that 
majority  was  then  able  to  secure  such  a  change  is,  never- 
theless, questionable,  because  of  the  manner  of  electing 
state  senator,  who  were  not  chosen  directly  by  the  peo- 
ple, but  by  an  electoral  college.  Representation  in  this 
college  was  not  in  accord  with  the  population  of  the  various 
sections.    Each  county  had  the  privilege  of  choosing  two 
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electors  of  state  senators,  while  Baltimore  city  was  per- 
mitted to  name  only  one  member  and  a  like  privilege  was 
also  granted  to  the  small  city  of  Annapolis.  As  a  result 
of  this  inequitable  arrangement  a  majority  of  the  least 
populous  counties  of  the  state  could  by  combination  name 
the  entire  state  senate,  which  was  elected  for  five  years. 
In  the  election  of  1836  for  members  of  the  senatorial  col- 
lege there  were  chosen  21  whigs  and  19  democrats.  The 
21  whigs  represented  85,179  constituents,  while  the  19 
democrats  represented  205,922.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  representatives  of  a  little  more  than  one-fourth  of  the 
people  had  a  majority  in  the  electoral  college;  the  whigs 
however,  lacked  enough  votes  to  have  absolute  control,  as 
it  was  required  that  at  least  24  ballots  should  constitute 
a  quorum  in  the  electoral  college.  Frederick  county  had 
instructed'  its  electors  that  unless  they  could  get  the  whig 
members  to  agree  to  name  out  of  the  fifteen  men  for  state 
senators  at  least  eight  who  were  favorable  to  constitutional 
reform,  they  should  refuse  to  go  into  session,  provided,  of 
course,  they  could  get  the  other  democratic  members  to  act 
with  them.  The  whigs  refused  to  concede  to  this  demand, 
and  in  consequence  the  democrats  returned  to  their  homes, 
without  having  gone  into  session,  believing,  as  they  did, 
that  they  had  prevented  the  creation  of  a  general  assembly 
and  hoping  by  some  general  convention  to  oust  the  whigs 
from  power.  But  Governor  Veazey  calmly  announced 
that  since  the  electoral  college  had  failed  to  elect  a  new 
senate,  the  old  senate  constituted  the  senate  of  Maryland, 
and  that  it  should  continue  to  do  so  until  its  successor  was 
lawfully  elected.  At  the  same  time  he  instructed  the  old 
state  senators  to  assemble  at  Annapolis  to  discharge  their 
duties  until  they  should  be  superseded. by  legally  elected 
successors. 

This  was  Governor  Veazey's  masterstroke.     A  man  with 
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less  courage  than  he  would  have  faltered;  a  man  with  more 
passion  would  have  gone  too  far*.  He  went  just  far  enough 
to  rouse  the  people  of  the  state  to  his  support.  Realizing 
that  they  had  blundered,  the  bolting  democrats  returned 
to  Annapolis;  the  electoral  college  went  into  session  and  a 
new  state  senate  was  elected.  At  this  postponed  election 
Mr.  Veazey  made  his  second  masterstroke  when  he  himself 
suggested  to  the  legislature  that  the  constitution  be 
changed.  Upon  the  reassembling  of  the  electoral  college 
fifteen  whig  senators  were  chosen,  and  thus  the  general 
assembly  became  even  more  strongly  whig  than  it  had  been 
at  the  beginning  of  Governor  Veazey's  administration. 

At  the  annual  election  for  state  executive  on  January  2, 
1837,  Mr.  Veazey's  name  was  the  only  one  presented. 
Of  the  81  votes  cast  he  received  70.  During  the  second 
year  of  his  administration,  however,  the  people  of  the  state 
returned  to  their  earlier  political  faith,  and  although 
Governor  Veazey  was  reelected  in  1838,  he  received  only 
52  votes  of  the  81,  while  24  members  of  the  legislature 
voted  blanks  and  5  votes  were  for  other  candidates.  The 
gubernatorial  election  in  1838  marked  the  last  time  that 
the  general  assembly  elected  a  governor  for  a  full  term. 
In  the  fall  of  1838,  in  accordance  with  the  amendment  to 
the  constitution  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  state  was 
chosen  directly  by  the  people.  The  state  senate  was  also 
reorganized,  there  being  one  senator  from  each  county  and 
one  from  Baltimore  city,  and  the  senators  were  chosen 
directly  by  the  people,  while  the  senatorial  electoral  college 
and  fhe  governor's  council  were  both  abolished. 

The- administration  of  Governor  Veazey  was  brought  to 
a  close  in  the  opening  days  of  January,  1839,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  William  Grason.^  -He  retired  to  his  Cecil 
county  plantation,  where  he  passed^  the  closing  years  of 
his  life.     He  had  been  married  three   times,  and  a  large 
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family  was  sheltered  under  his  roof  in  the  latter  part  of  his 
life.  His  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  wedded  in  1794  was 
Miss  Sarah  Worrell,  of  Kent  county,  who  died  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  leaving  to  his  care  a  little  daughter.  His  second 
wife  was  Miss  Mary  Veazey,  the  governor's  first  cousin; 
she  died  in  1810,  leaving  a  family  of  children.  In  1812  Mr. 
Veazey  married  Miss  Mary  Wallace,  of  Elkton,  by  whom 
he  was  the  father  of  five  children.  The  public  question 
in  which  Governor  Veazey  was,  perhaps,  most  interested 
was  calling  forth  heated  discussion  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  July  1,  1842.  Had  he  lived  longer  he 
would  doubtless  have  played  an  important  part  in  the  ante- 
bellum strife  of  debaters,  for  he  was  a  large  slaveholder, 
an  uncompromising  foe  of  abolition  and  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  doctrine  of  states'  rights. 
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Of  all  the  sorts  of  men  that  go  to  make  up  the  human 
family,  there  is  none  more  discredited,  less  loved,  or  as  much 
abused  as  the  clan  of  Jeremiahs.  Their  office  of  lamenting 
strikes  no  responsive  note  in  the  average  bosom,  for  they 
see  only  the  ills  of  the  world,  while  the  people  are  striving 
to  forget  that  there  is  aught  of  unpleasantness  in  life.  The 
ordinary  man  finds  a  mountainous  argument  in  favor  of 
optimism  in  the  mere  fact  that  it  is  more  cheerful  than 
pessimism ;  and  therefore  the  painstaking  being  who  has 
smoked  his  glasses  that  he  may  see  the  truth  clearly  is  either 
shoved  to  one  side  by  the  masses  or  greeted  with  derision, 
while  he  who  wears  the  rose-tinted  spectacles  has  ever  at  his 
heels  a  respectable  mob.  The  people  of  Maryland  in  the 
first  half  of  the  last  century  were  chiefly  optimists,  although 
the  course  which  public  affairs  were  taking  then  was  des- 
tined to  lead  to  financial  disaster.  It  seems  inconsistent, 
therefore,  that  they  should  have  chosen  as  their  first  popular 
governor  a  pessimist,  for  Mr.  Grason  throughout  his  admin- 
istration seldom  emerged  from  the  r61e  of  a  political  Jere- 
miah. The  fondest  delusions  of  the  people  he  shattered  as 
easily  as  one  might  prick  a  bubble,  and  the  thing  which  had 
for  years  been  worshiped  as  prosperity  he  labeled  "failure," 
As  governor,  at  least,  Mr.  Grason  was  a  destructionist; 
but  the  result  of  his  efforts  along  this  line  were  more  bene- 
ficial to  Maryland  in  the  long  run  than  many  times  as  much 
constructive  work  of  his  predecessors. 

William  Grason  was  born  at  Eagle's  Nest,  on  the  Wye  river, 
in  1786.     His  father,  Richard  Grason,  was  a  farmer.     The 
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boy  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  neighboring 
schools  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  but  later  was  sent  to  Annap- 
olis, where  he  entered  St.  John's  College.  His  intimacy 
with  the  sea  during  boyhood  had  developed  in  the  youth  an 
inclination  for  the  life  of  a  sailor,  and  after  completing  his 
course  at  St.  John's,  Mr.  Grason  entered  the  United  States 
navy  as  a  midshipman.  His  connection  with  the  navy, 
however,  did  not  continue  for  long,  and  he  soon  returned  to 
his  home,  with  his  back  forever  turned  upon  the  career 
of  a  sailor.  In  1 812  Mr.  Grason  was  married  to  Miss  Susan 
Orrick  Sulivane,  daughter  of  James  Bennett  Sulivane,  of 
Cambridge,  and  the  young  couple  settled  near  the  Dorches- 
ter county  home  of  the  bride.  After  two  or  three  years, 
however,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grason  returned  to  the  native  county 
of  the  future  governor,  and  here  were  spent  the  remaining 
years  of  his  life,  except  when  his  gubernatorial  or  legislative 
duties  carried  him  to  Annapolis.  Mr.  Grason  was  very, 
much  of  a  home  man.  Although  he  filled  a  number  of  public 
offices  and  showed  a  disposition  to  fill  more,  he  neverthe- 
less was  happiest  when  amid  home  surroundings.  He 
followed  the  rather  unpretentious  calling  of  a  farmer; 
but  in  manners  and  in  intellectual  development  he  was  as 
far  from  the  common  conception  of  the  old-time  farmer  as 
"Log-cabin  and  Hard-cider"  Harrison  was  from  the  things 
which  were  associated  with  his  name  in  his  presidential 
campaign. 

In  early  years  Mr.  Grason  had  been  a  member  of  the 
federalist  party,  and  in  later  years  one  of  the  arguments 
used  against  him  as  democratic  candidate  was  the  fact 
that  he  had  been  with  the  federalists  in  their  opposi- 
tion to  the  war  of  1812-15.  But  the  charge,  although 
partly  admitted,  did  not  accomplish  his  defeat.  Indeed, 
his  ardent  advocacy  of  the  chief  doctrines  of  President  Jack- 
son was  able  to  overcome  all  doubts  as  to  his  right  to  appear 


Digitized  by 


Google 


132  GOVERNORS  OP  MARYLAND 

under  a  democratic  standard.  The  two  legislative  tickets 
in  Queen  Anne's  in  1828  were  made  up  of  Jackson  and  anti- 
Jackson  candidates  respectively.  Upon  the  former  was 
included  the  name  of  William  Grason,  and  in  the  election 
this  candidate  received  the  greatest  number  of  ballots  of  any 
of  the  members  chosen  to  the  lower  house  of  the  general 
assembly.  In  the  following  year  he  was  again  nominated, 
and  once  more  outdistanced  his  fellow  candidates.  Mr. 
Grason  was  chosen  an  elector  of  state  senators  in  183 1,  and 
two  years  later  he  appeared  as  a  candidate  for  nomination 
for  congressman.  When  the  democratic  delegates  of  the 
several  counties  met  to  nominate  a  candidate,  the  Queen 
Anne's  members  were  for  Mr.  Grason;  but  the  other  dele- 
gates gave  preference  to  John  T.  Reese,  of  Kent,  and  the  lat- 
ter was  named.  Before  the  election,  however,  Dr.  Reese, 
died ,  and  another  convention  had  to  be  called .  Queen  Anne's 
delegation  had  now  deserted  Mr.  Grason,  for  Richard  B. 
Carmichael,  who  was  nominated  and  elected.  Mr.  Grason 
was  the  nominee  for  congress  of  the  Jacksonian  party  in 
1835,  but  was  defeated  by  the  whig  candidate,  James  A. 
Pearce,  who  .was  elected  by  a  majority  of  123  ballots. 
Nothing  daunted  by  his  failure  first  to  get  the  congressional 
nomination  and  then  to  win  the  election,  Mr.  Grason 
appeared  in  1837  as  a  candidate  for  the  state  legislature, 
and  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes  of  the  four  suc- 
cessful candidates  in  his  county. 

The  state  constitution  as  amended  by  the  reform  act, 
provided  that  the  governor  should  be  chosen  by  the  people 
instead  of  the  legislature,  after  1838 ;  and  the  term  was  to  be 
for  three  years,  which  had  come  to  be  the  customary  time 
in  office  of  most  governors  elected  under  the  one-year  term 
provision.  The  state  was  divided  into  three  gubernator- 
ial districts:  the  Eastern  Shore;  Baltimore  city  and  the 
southern  counties;  and  Harford,  Baltimore  and  the  western 
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counties;  and  each  of  £hese  districts  was  to  have  a  turn  in 
naming  the  candidates.  In  the  spring  of  1838  the  democrats 
nominated  William  Grason  for  governor,  while  the  whigs 
named  John  Nevett  Steele,' of  Dorchester  county,  thus  mak- 
ing the  first  popular  gubernatorial  candidates  representatives 
of  the  Eastern  Shore  district.  The  contest  was  one  of  excess- 
ive bitterness  and  vilification,  and  throughout  the  campaign 
charges  of  dishonesty  and  fraud  and  corruption  were  lodged 
against  anybody  and  everybody  who  chanced  to  get  into 
the  contest.  Mr.  Grason  was  elected  by  a  sca'nt  majority 
of  311  votes  in  the  entire  state,  and  was  inaugurated  on 
January  7,  1839.  But  the  legislature  was  slightly  whiggish 
in  complexion. 

From  inauguration  day  until  his  term  expired,  Governor 
Grason's  voice  gave  expression  to  one  endless  jeremiad.  First 
of  all,  the  people  of  Maryland  had  engaged  recklessly  in  appro- 
priating  public  funds,  which  had  to  be  raised  by  loans,  for  in- 
ternal improvements,  and  they  had  never  for  a  moment  con- 
sidered that  there  would  come  a  time  when  both  interest  and 
principal  would  have  to  be  paid.  The  people  had  known 
only  a  light  taxation  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  mere  suggestion  of  imposing  a  tax  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  care  of  the  obligations  thus  unwisely  incurred 
aroused  the  masses. to  a  state  of  bitter  opposition.  As 
his  initial  greeting  to  the  legislature  Governor  Grason 
took  up  what  he  said  would  be  the  problem  demanding  the 
general  assembly's  most  earnest  thought — Maryland's 
pecuniary  embarrassment.  He  pointed  out  how  the  public 
debt  had  been  increased,  and  how  it  promised  to  continue 
to  grow  unless  a  radical  change  of  policy  was  made,  and  he 
called  attention  to  the  necessity  of  guarding  against  "an 
increase  of  existing  evils,  and  of  providing,  if  possible,  for 
the  gradual  redemption  of  the  public  debt."  He  combated 
the  arguments  of  those  who  favored  repudiation  rather 
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than  tax  an  unwilling  people,  by  declaring  that  the  debt 
had  "been  contracted,  and  confirmed  by  successive  legis- 
latures sanctioned  by  the  people  themselves,  in  the  contin- 
ued reelection  of  representatives  who  were  most  prominent 
in  creating  it,  and  the  obligations  of  the  state  are  in  the  hands 
of  men  who  relied  upon  good  faith,  and  whose  borrowed 
money  has  been  expended  on  her  works.  It  is  impossible  to 
question  the  validity  of  the  debt,  and  unreasonable  to 
plead  inability  without  first  making  an  effort  to  discharge 
it." 

There  was  no  more  unpleasant  truth  that  Governor  Gra- 
son  could  have  uttered  to  the  people  of  Maryland,  who 
were  seeking  to  devise  some  means  by  which  to  escape  the 
large  public  debt  which  had  been  accumulated.  When  the 
people  suggested  that  the  national  government  turn  over 
certain  moneys  obtained  from  public  lands,  he  showed  how 
unreasonable  and  unconstitutional  such  a  course  would  be 
and  advised  that,  instead  of  planning  to  escape  their  obli- 
gations, the  people  of  Maryland  should  meet  them  bravely 
and  promptly.  In  his  message  of  December,  1840,  Governor 
Grason  sets  forth  in  some  detail  the  way  in  which  the  finan- 
cial troubles  then  oppressing  the  state  had  been  brought 
about,  and  also  how  they  might  in  his  opinion  be  removed. 
And  finally,  while  the  words  in  praise  of  the  amended  consti- 
tution, uttered  by  Governor  Veazey,  were  still  echoing 
through  the  state,  Governor  Grason  made  the  rather  melan- 
choly observation  that  "  No  one  can  tell  what  the  constitu- 
tion is,  or  where  it  is  to  be  found." 

He  repeatedly  arraigned  the  whigs  for  the  burden  they 
had  brought  upon  Maryland,  and  the  fact  that  the  legisla- 
ture was  whiggish  never  suggested  to  him  the  need  of  con- 
cealing his  displeasure  at  the  blunders  of  his  political  oppo- 
nents. After  his  retirement  on  January  3, 1842,  Mr.  Gmson 
returned  to  his  Queen  Anne's  farm.     In  1850,  he  was  nomi- 
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nated  by  the  democrats  of  Queen  Anne's  for  the  constitu- 
tional convention  and  helped  to  frame  the  constitution  of 
1851.  In  that  year,  1851,  ex-Governor  Grasonwas  nomi- 
nated for  the  state  senate  and  he  once  more  showed  his 
popularity  in  his  home  county  by  polling  more  votes  than 
any  of  the  other  candidates  voted  for  at  the  election.  Six 
years  later  he  was  again  candidate  for  the  upper  house  of 
the  general  assembly,  but  was  defeated  by  the  know- 
nothing  nominee,  Stephen  J.  Bradley.  Queen  Anne's 
county  became  much  wrought  up  over  the  presidential  cam- 
paign of  i860,  and  when  Lincoln's  election  was  announced, 
the  countians  began  to  discuss  means  of  self-protection. 
How  strongly  the  county  was  against  the  republican  candi- 
date is  shown  by  the  fact  that  Lincoln  received  not  one  vote 
in  all  Queen  Anne's.  A  delegation  was  appointed  by  the 
county  to  take  part  in  a  conference  of  leading  Marylanders, 
to  be  held  in  Baltimore  in  January,  1861,  to  determine 
what  course  Maryland  should  pursue  in  the  "emergency," 
and  Mr.  Grason  was  one  of  this  delegation.  He  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention,  but  was  unable  to  preside.  Gov- 
ernor Grason  was  now  getting  well  on  in  years,  and  his  ill 
health  prevented  him  from  taking  the  active  part  in  public 
affairs  which  he  had  taken  when  a  young  man.  He  spent 
the  closing  years  of  his  life  on  his  Queen  Anne's  farm,  dying 
on  July  2,  1868,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 
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Caesar,  Brutus,  Antony — each  in  turn  sways  the  masses, 
and  under  the  momentary  spell  of  his  influence  what  the 
people  said  and  thought  and  did  yesterday  is  made  of  no 
effect  by  what  the  same  people  say  and  think  and  do  today. 
It  has  always  been  so;  it  is  so  now;  and  it  ever  will  be  so — 
public  sentiment  is  as  restless  as  a  fluttering  humming-bird. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  whig  administration  of  Governor 
Veazey,  a  few  senatorial  electors  sought,  by  somewhat 
revolutionary  methods,  to  accomplish  a  reform  for  which 
three-fourths  of  the  people  were  clamoring.  But  Mr.  Veazey 
— really  a  representative  of  the  remaining  one-fourth — 
by  a  fine  bit  of  strategy  brought  many  of  his  political 
enemies  to  his  support,  and  led  the  people  generally  in  a 
charge  upon  the  very  leaders,  who  a  short  time  before  had 
been  their  champions.  And  Governor  Veazey  triumphed 
and  was  reelected,  while  the  once-favorite  electors  were 
labeled  as  revolutionists  and  dangerous  men.  This  occurred 
in  1837-38;  but  just  a  few  years  later,  1841,  the  chief 
of  the  discredited  leaders  of  the  former  revolt  came  before 
the  people  for  their  votes,  offering  neither  justification  nor 
apology  for  his  earlier  action,  and  straightway  the  masses 
flocked  to  his  standard  and  made  him  governor  of  the  state. 
With  this  election  there  entered  the  company  of  Maryland's 
chief  magistrates  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  who  has 
been  honored  by  the  commonwealth  with  public  offices 
— Francis  (or  Frank)  Thomas. 

Francis  Thomas  was  born  in  Frederick  county  on 
February  3,  1799,  the  seventh  child  of  Francis  and  Nelly 
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(Magill)  Thomas.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he  became  a  student 
at  St.  John's  College,  Annapolis,  where  he  continued  for  some 
time,  although  he  was  not  graduated.  He  later  prepared 
himself  for  the  legal  profession  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  Maryland  in  1820.  Mr.  Thomas  set  up  an  office  as  a 
counselor-at-law  at  Frederick  and  succeeded  in  acquiring  a 
large  and  profitable  clientele  in  the  Western  Maryland  coun- 
ties. Just  about  two  years  after  his  admission  to  the 
bar  he  appeared  as  a  democratic  candidate  for  the  house 
of  delegates.  Although  the  people  of  the  western  counties 
were  perhaps  inclined  to  the  federalist,  or  whiggish,  doc- 
trines on  most  points,  rather  than  to  the  democratic  creed, 
it  was  at  this  time  that  some  little  importance  was  being 
attached  to  the  question  of  readjusting  the  apportionment 
of  representatives  in  the  general  assembly.  The  federalists 
were  unfavorable  to  a  policy  which  would  regulate  legis- 
lative representation  according  to  the  population,  because 
that  would  give  the  cities  too  much  power,  while  the  demo- 
crats were  advocates  of  just  such  a  readjustment  of  rep- 
resentation. As  Frederick  county  was  one  of  the  divisions 
which  would  profit  most  by  a  change  in  the  apportionment, 
it  readily  fell  into  the  democratic  ranks.  Francis  Thomas 
was  strongly,  even  violently,  in  favor  of  cutting  down  the 
existing  power  of  the  federalists,  and  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  house  of  delegates. 

He  again  appeared  as  a  candidate  for  the  legislature  in 
1827  and  in  1829  and  was  successful  in  both  campaigns. 
During  his  last  term  in  the  house  Mr.  Thomas  served  as 
speaker  and  in  the  following  year  he  was  nominated  for  con- 
gress and  elected.  Four  times  thereafter  did  he  come  be- 
fore the  people  of  Western  Maryland  as  a  candidate  for  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  each  time  he  was  chosen  to  the 
coveted  office.  This  gave  him  an  unbroken  service  in  the 
lower  branch  of  the  national  legislature  from  December  5, 
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1831,  when  he  took  his  seat,  to  March  3,  1841.  During  a 
short  part  of  this  time,  from  1839  to  1840,  Mr.  Thomas  was 
president  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company.  It 
was  also  during  his  congressional  career  that  he  led  the 
electors  who  revolted.  The  senatorial  electoral  college 
was  made  up  at  that  time  of  21  whigs  and  19  democrats. 
Frederick  county  had  instructed  its  members  not  to  go  into 
session  for  electing  state  senators  unless  the  whigs  would 
previously  agree  that  at  least  8  of  the  15  senators  to  l>e 
chosen  were  men  known  to  be  favorable  to  constitutional 
reform.  Congressman  Thomas  took  charge  of  the  demo- 
cratic electors,  but  the  plan  miscarried  and  the  men  who 
had  sought  to  carry  out  the  people's  wishes  were  labeled 
revolutionists  and  unsafe  agitators.  The  movement,  how- 
ever, was  succeeded  by  amendments  to  the  constitution, 
reorganizing  the  executive  and  legislative  departments  of 
the  government. 

When  the  democratic  state  convention  met  in  1841  to 
nominate  a  candidate  for  governor  to  succeed  William  Gra- 
son,  Francis  Thomas  was  named.  He  was  the  second  dem- 
ocratic gubernatorial  nominee  under  the  amended  state 
constitution,  and  his  opponent,  according  to  the  provision 
of  the  constitution  which  gave  to  each  of  the  three  guber- 
natorial districts  of  the  state  a  turn  in  naming  the  candi- 
dates, also  came  from  Western  Maryland,  or  the  north- 
western district,  and  was  William  Cost  Johnson.  In  the 
election  Mr.  Thomas  was  chosen  governor  by  a  majority 
of  62 1  votes.  He  was  inaugurated  at  Annapolis  on  January 
3,  1 84  2— his  term  to  continue  for  three  years  thereafter. 
Around  this  period  of  Thomas'  career  clusters  the  greatest 
activity  of  his  life.  First  of  all,  his  nomination  was  in  every 
sense  an  opportunity  for  promotion,  and  the  nominee 
regarded  it  as  the  biggest  battle  of  his  political  career.  He 
went  into  it  with  a  vim  and  determination  that  were  not 
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common,  and  he  electioneered  throughout  the  state.  In 
Hagerstown  he  encountered  William  Price,  a  distinguished 
fellow  member  of  the  bar,  and  the  pair  had  a  heated  dis- 
cussion upon  the  political  issues.  The  impetuosity  of 
Governor  Thomas  is  here  somewhat  revealed  by  the  fact 
that  as  a  result  of  a  disagreement  the  candidate  for  gov- 
ernor felt  called  upon  to  engage  his  opponent  in  a  duel. 

Contemporaneous  with  Mr.  Thomas'  nomination,  election, 
and  inauguration  as  chief  magistrate  of  Maryland  were 
his  ill-advised  venture  into  matrimony,  disturbed  honey- 
moon and  his  rupture  with  his  bride  of  a  few  weeks.  The 
story  of  this  domestic  tragedy  has  been  preserved  in  minute 
detail  by  Governor  Thomas,  who  in  a  frenzy  of  anger  pub- 
lished a  pamphlet,  in  1845,  in  which  he  laid  bare  with  unpar- 
donable brutality  his  relations  with  the  woman  who  had 
been  his  wife.  The  unfortunate  alliance  had  been  the 
result  of  an  unusual  wooing  between  the  Maryland  states- 
man and  Miss  Sally  McDowell,  a  daughter  of  Governor 
James  McDowell,  of  Virginia.  Miss  McDowell  was  a  girl  of 
fifteen  when  Mr.  Thomas,  then  a  member  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, met  her  in  Washington,  while  he  was  thirty-seven 
years  of  age.  In  vindication  of  his  subsequent  conduct, 
when  he  later  exposed  every  detail  of  his  relations  with  the 
girl  both  as  sweetheart  and  as  wife,  h^  sought  to  make  it 
appear  that  he  had  been  influenced  into* marrying  her;  such 
a  defense,  however,  was  altogether  to  his  discredit.  At  all 
events,  on  June  8, 1841,  when  Mr.  Thomas  was  forty-two  he 
married  Miss  McDowell,  aged  twenty.  But  within  a  few 
days  he  began  to  entertain  very  uncomplimentary  sus- 
picions of  his  wife.  He  seems  to  have  been  constantly 
upbraiding  her  for  either  frivolity  or  greater  offenses,  and 
he  was  ever  ready  to  demand  that  she  return  to  her  home 
until  her  old  bachelor  husband  might  become  convinced 
that  she  was  everything  that  he  hoped.     This  mere  sug- 
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gestion  was  as  unusual  as  it  was  insulting,  and  yet  Mr. 
Thomas  never  seemed  to  be  able  to  understand  why  Mrs. 
Thomas  would  not  comply  with  his  demands.  Finally  her 
relatives  came  and  took  her  under  their  protection,  and  then 
Mr.  Thomas  began  a  long  struggle  to  regain  possession  of 
his  wife.  Subsequently,  Mrs.  Thomas  obtained  a  divorce 
and  became  the  wife  of  Reverend  Mr.  Miller,  an  esteemed 
Presbyterian  minister  of  Philadelphia. 

During  the  three  years  that  Francis  Thomas  administered 
the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth  he  was,  of  course,  laboring 
under  the  worry  and  cares  that  his  estrangement  had  natur- 
ally imposed,  but  these  trials  did  not  cause  him  to  shirk 
in  the  smallest  degree  the  duties  which  his  election  had 
placed  upon  him.  He  appreciated  the  fact  that  the  people 
of  Maryland  had  chosen  him  as  their  governor,  and  he  strove 
constantly  and  successfully  to  show  himself  a  big  enough 
man  to  act  faithfully  in  that  capacity,  despite  his  domestic 
troubles  and  delusions.  Governor  Grason,  who  preceded 
him,  had  throughout  this  administration  sounded  warnings 
to  the  people  that  the  course  which  public  affairs  had  been 
permitted  to  take  would  terminate  in  financial  disaster. 
Governor  Thomas  was  likewise  opposed  to  the  reckless  em- 
ployment of  state  funds  for  private  or  semi-public  enter- 
prises and  continued  the  work  of  lamenting  where  Mr.  Gra- 
son had  left  off. 

Governor  Thomas  acknowledged  the  endeavors  of  the 
immediately  preceding  administration  to  remedy  exist- 
ing evils,  and  yet  he  could  only  report  that  the  means 
devised  had  proved  inadequate.  He  suggested  certain 
ways  in  which  he  believed  that  the  burden  which  had  been 
placed  upon  the  state  might  be  lightened  and  possibly  event- 
ually removed,  and  he  did  much  toward  saving  the  common- 
wealth from  falling  prey  to  the  temptation  of  repudiation. 
The  legislature,  realizing  that  something  had  to  be  done  to 
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prevent  the  enormous  debt  of  the  state  from  increasing 
further  by  the  accumulation  of  arrear  interest,  levied  a  tax 
upon  the  people.  But  the  people  to  a  large  extent  refused 
to  pay  the  tax.  As  the  state  was  unable  to  pay  interest 
on  her  bonds,  Mr.  Thomas  suggested  as  a  remedy,  that 
the  coupons  upon  state  bonds  be  accepted  as  currency. 
This  course  was  to  work  to  advantage  for  the  owner  of  bonds 
— who  otherwise  would  have  been  compelled  either  to  hold 
his  coupons  indefinitely  or  to  sell  them  at  a  very  great  sac- 
rifice— as  it  placed  in  his  hands  a  reasonably  good  nego- 
tiable paper.  At  the  same  time  it  opened  up  for  circulation 
in  payment  of  public  debts  a  large  amount  of  governmental 
paper.  But  in  1842  Maryland  was  forced  to  suspend 
payment  on  its  bonds,  and  this  gave  rise  to  a  somewhat 
marked  agitation  for  repudiation.  Although  neither  Gra- 
son  nor  Thomas  can  be  regarded  as  other  than  the  most 
pronounced  enemies  of  repudiation,  it  was  not  until  the 
administration  of  Governor  Pratt — the  whig  successor  of 
Mr.  Thomas — that  the  idea  of  repudiation  was  finally  dis- 
posed of  in  Maryland  and  the  state's  creditors  were  given 
assurance  that  the  commonwealth  would  honor  her  every 
obligation.  Thomas,  in  his  message  to  the  legislature, 
asserted  that  "the  debt  of  Maryland,  however  unwisely 
contracted,  was  created  by  the  representatives  of  her  peo- 
ple. This  being  the  case,  every  principle  of  honor  as  well 
as  of  justice,  makes  it  the  imperious  duty  of  the  people 
to  essay  every  effort  to  meet  the  obligations  which  their 
own  agents  have  imposed." 

Governor  Thomas  retired  from  the  executive  mansion  on 
January  6,  1845,  and  then  went  to  his  Frederick  county 
home,  from  which  he  issued  a  few  weeks  later  his  remark- 
able attack  on  Mrs.  Thomas  and  her  friends.  He  lived  very 
much  to  himself  for  the  remaining  years  of  his  life,  which 
covered  the  rather  long  period  from  1845  to  1876.     At  times 
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he  was  almost  a  recluse,  but  occasionally  he  took  part  in 
public  affairs.  Late  in  the  forties  he  became  an  active 
advocate  for  constitutional  reform  and  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  convention  which  sat  from  November,  1850,  to 
May,  1851,  and  devised  the  constitution  of  1851.  In  this 
convention  he  fought  with  his  old  time  fire  for  a  more  equit- 
able apportionment  of  representation,  and  also  combated 
the  endeavors  of  the  slave-holding  counties  to  gain  any 
additional  power.  But  when  his  services  here  ended,  he 
again  sought  retirement.  It  was  not  until  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities  in  1 86 1  that  he  came  into  prominence  again.  He 
then  raised  a  regiment  of  3000  soldiers  to  fight  for  the 
north.  Mr.  Thomas  was  once  more  elected  a  member  of  the 
lower  house  of  congress,  in  which  body  he  served  from  1863 
to  1869.  Although  he  had  been  a  democrat  till  1861, 
he  now  became  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party.  He 
was  active  throughout  the  remaining  years  of  the  war, 
though,  with  the  succession  of  Johnson  after  Lincoln's 
death,  Mr.  Thomas  became  an  opponent  of  the  "tailor" 
president. 

Radical,  even  revolutionary,  as  Governor  Thomas  was  as 
a  leader,  he  rendered  Maryland  greater  service,  perhaps  in 
republicanizing  the  form  of  government  given  the  people 
than  did  any  other  state  governor.  His  organization  of 
the  revolt  in  1836,  although  it  brought  him  into  momen- 
tary disrepute,  was  the  direct  cause  of  the  reform  act,  which 
made  the  governor  and  state  senators  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  instead  of  the  representatives  of  the  legisla- 
ture and  of  the  electoral  college.  He  was  largely  responsible 
for  the  constitutional  convention  of  1850,  and  when  he 
realized  how  far  short  that  movement  fell  of  its  purposes 
he  fought  untiringly  for  a  new  convention.  Upon  his  retire- 
ment from  congress,  Francis  Thomas  was  appointed,  in  April, 
1870,  collector  of  internal  revenue  for  the  Cumberland  dis- 
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trict.  He  resigned  this  position  in  March,  1872,  to  accept 
the  post  of  minister  to  Peru.  He  remained  in  the  South 
American  republic  until  the  summer  of  1875,  when  he  retired 
from  public  life  and  resumed  his  practice  of  the  law  in  West- 
ern Maryland. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  much  interested  in  his  estate  at  Frank- 
ville  and  planned  to  make  extensive  improvements  upon 
the  place,  which  he  purposed  to  occupy  during  the 
remaining  years  of  his  life.  While  superintending  these 
improvements  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1876,  Mr.  Thomas 
was  run  down  by  a  locomotive  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  near  Frankville  and  instantly  killed,  January  23, 
1876.  Several  days  later  he  was  buried  in  the  cemetery 
belonging  to  St.  Mark's  Episcopal  Church,  near  Petersville. 
Over  the  grave  was  erected  a  stone  bearing  the  inscription 
which  the  deceased  himself  had  penned  for  his  tombstone: 
"The  author  of  the  measure  which  gave  to  Maryland  the 
constitution  of  1864  and  thereby  gave  freedom  to  90,000 
human  beings." 
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Greater  men  than  Governor  Pratt — more  patriotic,  more 
intellectual,  more  daring  men — have  been  chief  magis- 
trates of  Maryland  doubtless,  but  not  many,  if  any,  out- 
rival him  in  the  homage  paid  by  the  people  and  the  his- 
tories of  the  state  to  his  memory.  Of  him  it  has  been  said — 
not  once,  but  time  and  time  again — that  he  did  more  than 
any  other  man  to  save  proud  old  Maryland  from  the  shame 
of  repudiation.  He  appears  in  the  light  of  one  who  dis- 
coursed to  his  fellow-statesmen  upon  the  beauties,  the  peace- 
fulness,  the  tranquillity  of  the  path  of  virtue,  and  after  clos- 
ing his  discourse  took  down  the  lash  and  vigorously,  almost 
brutally,  drove  the  people  of  the  state  into  that  path 
whose  attractions  he  had  extolled.  It  must,  however,  be 
admitted  that  the  method  he  employed  was  in  all  proba- 
bility the  only  one  that  would  have  been  effective.  But  while 
Mr.  Pratt  is  confessedly  remembered  for  having  reestab- 
lished Maryland's  credit,  there  was  another  transaction  in 
his  public  life  which,  perhaps,  did  almost  as  much  to  secure 
his  fame  among  his  contemporaries:  thereis,  in  deed,  a  pos- 
sibility that  although  he  was  canonized  in  later  years  for 
his  gubernatorial  administration,  his  labor  to  redeem 
Maryland's  honor  was  probably  at  times  but  a  cloak  under 
which  lay  the  real  cause  of  many  people's  affection — Gov- 
ernor Pratt's  bold  support  of  the  Confederacy  during  the 
Civil  War. 

Thomas  George  Pratt  was  born  in  Georgetown,  District 
of  Columbia,  on  February  i8,  1804.  Although  not  a  native 
of  Maryland  by  birth,  his  ancestors  had  been  prominent 
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residents  of  Prince  George's  county  and  in  early  manhood 
the  future  governor  became  a  Marylander.  His  parents 
afforded  him  every  opportunity  to  acquire  a  liberal  educa- 
tion, and  sent  him,  after  the  elementary  courses  had  been 
completed,  to  Georgetown  College  and  later  to  Princeton. 
He  early  determined  to  enter  the  legal  profession,  and  while 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  read  law  in  the  office  of  Richard 
S.  Coxe.  In  1823  he  moved  to  Prince  George's  county, 
and  subsequently  practiced  his  profession  in  the  town  of 
Upper  Marlboro.  In  taking  up  his  residence  in  Prince 
George's,  Mr.  Pratt  became  a  fellow-countian  of  Joseph  Kent, 
who  a  few  years  later,  in  1825,  was  chosen  governor  of  Mary- 
land. There  sprang  up  an  intimacy  between  the  two  men 
and  between  the  younger  man  and  the  family  of  Governor 
Kent,  particularly  Miss  Adelaide  Kent;  and  the  young  law- 
yer firmly  cemented  the  friendly  relations  of  the  two  families 
by  marrying  Miss  Kent.  From  the  time  of  the  marriage 
of  the  couple  until  the  death  of  Governor  Pratt,  their  home 
was  famed  for  its  hospitality  and  the  character  of  the  guests 
entertained  at  the  family  board. 

Mr.  Pratt  made  his  debut  as  a  legislator  early  in  the  thir- 
ties when  in  the  closing  years  of  George  Howard's  admin- 
istration he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  house  of  dele- 
gates. He  served  in  the  lower  branch  of  the  legislature  from 
1832  to  1835.  He  was  a  member  of  the  state  electoral 
college  of  1836,  that  famous  body  in  which  occurred  the 
revolt  of  the  "glorious  19"  democrats.  In  the  same  year 
he  was  named  as  president  of  the  governor's  council  and 
continued  in  the  council  during  the  administration  of 
Governor  Veazey.  In  1837  he  appeared  as  a  presidential 
elector  and  cast  his  vote  for  Martin  Van  Buren. 

At  the  close  of  his  service  as  president  of  the  governor's 
council,  Mr.  Pratt  was  elected  to  the  Maryland  senate  and 
remained  in  that  body  consecutively  from  1838  to  1843. 
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This  was  a  critical  period  in  Maryland's  history  and  the  men 
who  sat  in  the  legislative  halls  at  Annapolis  were  closely 
watched  by  the  voters  of  the  state.  The  various  sections 
of  the  state  were  greatly  agitated  because  of  the  gloomy 
financial  outlook.  Maryland  was  burdened  with  debt  and 
there  was  not  sufficient  money  which  which  to  pay  the  interest 
on  that  debt,  let  alone  any  attempt  to  diminish  the  amount 
of  indebtedness.  Taxes  had  been  levied,  but  the  govern- 
mental officials  had  been  unable  to  collect  them,  and  through- 
out the  commonwealth  was  talk  of  repudiation.  Mr.  Pratt, 
during  the  period  that  he  sat  in  the  state  senate,  had  shown 
himself  a  man  with  decided  views  upon  the  sub  jeqt  of  repudia- 
tion with  courage  to  express  his  views.  He  was  decidedly 
the  strongest  candidate  whom  the  whigs  could  find  in  the 
middle  gubernatorial  district  in  1844  and  the  convention 
placed  his  name  at  the  head  of  its  state  ticket.  The  demo- 
crats named  James  Carroll,  of  Baltimore.  Mr.  Pratt's  demand 
in  the  campaign  was  that  the  state  should  pay  its  debt,  and 
upon  this  he  won  the  election  for  his  party,  though  by  a  nar- 
row majority  of  548  votes.  It  must  not  be  supposed  that 
Governor  Pratt  alone  reestablished  Maryland's  credit,  as  is 
sometimes  intimated.  There  were  many  men  in  the  state 
equally  zealous  of  Maryland's  honor,  but  circumstances 
favored  him.  For  instance,  both  William  Grason  and  Francis 
Thomas — Pratt's  immediate  predecessors — were  as  firm  as  he 
in  declaring  that  the  people  must  pay  their  debts ;  but  while 
they  administered  the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth  business 
was  at  a  standstill  and  currency  almost  out  of  circulation  : 
when  Governor  Pratt  reestablished  the  state's  credit  busi- 
ness had  improved  and  money  was  easier.  In  his  first 
message  to  the  legislature  he  asserted:  "From  an  abundant 
harvest  now  at  hand  this  is  the  time  to  pay  our  debts." 

This  change  from  commercial  stagnation  to  business  pros- 
perity was  an  enormous  factor  in  favor  of  saving  Mary- 
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land  from  the  temptation  of  repudiation,  although  with  a 
chief  executive  of  less  firmness  than  Mr.  Pratt  the  common- 
wealth, despite  its  prosperity,  might  still  have  neglected  the 
unloved  state  debts.  But  even  after  deducting  from  Governor 
Pratt's  account  the  excess  credit  which  has  occasionally  been 
accorded  him,  there  remains  enough  to  give  him  distinction 
among  the  statesmen  who  have  made  history  in  Maryland. 
He  was  inaugurated  governor  on  January  6,  1845,  and  his 
term  expired  on  January  3, 1848.  During  these  three  years 
he  was  untiring  in  his  endeavors  to  have  Maryland  resume 
her  interest  payments,  which  had  been  passed  continuously 
since  1842,  and  within  a  few  days  of  his  retirement  from 
the  gubernatorial  office  the  state  did  resume  these  payments. 
U nder  his  administration  the  taxes  were  collected,  for  whether 
the  people  favored  repudiation  or  not  made  little  difference 
to  the  determined  governor,  who  charged  Maryland's  failure 
in  1842  to  pay  her  maturing  obligations  to  the  neglect  of 
governmental  officials  in  the  matter  of  enforcing  the  laws. 
During  Governor  Pratt's  administration  occurred  the  Mex- 
ican War,  and  he  promptly  declared  that  "the  sons  of  Mary- 
land have  always  obeyed  the  call  of  patriotism  and  duty, 
and  will  now  sustain  the  honor  of  the  state."  His  proph- 
ecy was  fulfilled.  His  governorship  also  witnessed  much 
difficulty  regarding  an  enforcement  of  the  law  regulating 
slave  property,  and  this,  perhaps,  more  than  anything  else, 
made  Pratt  the  whig  over  into  the  democratic  Pratt  of 
later  years.  Several  slaves  had  escaped  frm  Maryland  into 
Pennsylvania  and  the  governor  made  out  requisitions  upon 
the  executive  of  the  Quaker  state  for  their  return,  but  the 
governor  of  Pennsylvania  refused  in  both  cases  to  gratify 
the  demand,  and  accompanied  one  of  his  refusals  with  the 
opinion  of  the  attorney-general  of  that  state,  declaring  that 
the  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland  of  1838  was 
deemed  unconstitutional  by  the  authorities  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Somewhat  later  other  slaves  escaped  into  Pennsylvania  and 
their  owners  went  thither  and  under  a  provision  of  an  act 
of  congress  proved  their  property  and  started  for  Maryland 
when  they  were  set  upon  by  residents  of  the  Quaker  state, 
the  slaves  released  and  in  the  conflict  one  of  the  Maryland- 
ers — Mr.  Kennedy — was  killed.  Finally  a  negro  owned 
by  Alexander  Somerville,  of  Calvert  county,  attempted  to 
kill  his  master  and  then  fled  into  Pennsylvania,  where^  he 
was  arrested,  and,  after  a  protracted  trial  before  a  Philadel- 
phia court,  ordered  delivered  to  the  Maryland  authorities. 
But  immediately  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  issued  by  some 
other  tribunal  than  that  before  which  the  case  had  been  tried 
and  the  criminal  was  rescued  by  the  populace.  These 
several  violations  of  the  law  concerning  slave  property  made 
Governor  Pratt  an  uncompromising  supporter  of  slavery. 
After  his  retirement  from  the  executive  mansion  Mr. 
Pratt  resumed  his  law  practice  in  Annapolis.  He  had  taken 
up  his  residence  permanently  in  the  state  capital,  having 
purchased  the  colonial  residence  of  Governor  Ogle.  He  was 
not,  however,  permitted  to  remain  in  private  life  for  any 
great  length  of  time.  Reverdy  Johnson  had  accepted  the 
portfolio  of  attorney-general  of  the  United  States  from 
President  Taylor  on  March  8,  1849,  and  consequently 
resigned  his  seat  in  the  United  States  senate.  The  legisla- 
ture of  the  state  named  Mr.  Pratt  as  Senator  Johnson's 
successor  for  the  remaining  year  of  his  term  and  also  elected 
him  for  a  full  term  of  six  years  additional.  He  took  his 
seat  in  the  upper  house  of  congress  on  January  4,  1850,  and 
continued  there  until  March  3,  1857.  During  these  seven 
years  he  represented  his  state  with  credit  and  honor, 
though  his  senatorial  career  was  not  marked  with  such  note- 
worthy distinction  as  his  gubernatorial  administration. 
The  whig  party  had  now  passed  from  national  politics,  and 
in  1856  John  C  Fremont  appeared  as  the  first  presidential 
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nominee  of  the  republicans,  while  James  Buchanan  was  the 
democratic  standard-bearer.  Mr.  Pratt  supported  the 
latter,  and  was  even  more  radical  than  Buchanan  in  his 
attitude  toward  the  question  of  slavery  and  secession. 
Indeed,  at  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  between  north  and 
south,  Governor  Pratt  was  regarded  with  considerable  fear 
by  the  governmental  officials,  and  was  arrested  in  1861  and 
held  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Monroe  for  several  weeks.  Although 
he  did  not  join  the  secession  forces  himself,  he  gave  to  the 
confederate  army  his  moral  support  throughout  the  contest 
and  the  services  of  his  son. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  congressional  service,  in 
1857,  Mr.  Pratt  returned  to  his  Annapolis  home,  where  he 
remained  until  1864,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Baltimore.  In  1864  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Chicago 
national  convention,  and  in  1866  he  attended  the  union 
convention  at  Philadelphia  as  a  delegate.  He  appeared 
as  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  senate  in  1867,  but 
received  only  meager  support  in  the  election  which  resulted 
in  the  selection  of  William  T.  Hamilton.  This  was  about 
his  last  public  appearance  of  note,  and  two  years  later,  on 
November  9,  1869,  he  died  at  his  home  in  Baltimore. 
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Among  some  of  the  less  advanced  peoples  a  man's 
vocation  is  determined  hereditarily,  and  as  a  consequence 
there  has  sprung  up  a  powerful  system  of  caste  founded 
upon  occupation.  A  butcher  is  not  tempted  to  squander 
his  money  sending  his  boy  to  college,  for  the  inevitable  law 
of  the  land  is  that  the  son  must  be  a  butcher  also;  and  the 
daughter  of  a  baker  is  not  prompted  to  make  personal 
sacrifices  because  of  social  ambitions — she  is  destined  by 
a  barbarian,  though  not  unwise,  law  to  remain  in  the  baker 
class.  A  parallel  of  this  custom  is  found  in  many  of 
the  more  civilized  countries  of  the  world,  although  the 
system  of  heredity  there  is  more  arbitrary  in  certain 
professions  than  in  the  business  calling  of  the  offspring. 
In  America  the  religious  persuasions  and  the  political 
faith  of  the  sire  are  reflected  in  the  son.  A  Methodist 
brings  up  a  Methodist,  a  Baptist  rears  a  household  of  little 
Baptists.  So  far  this  is  natural  and  harmless.  But  when 
the  son  is  a  republican  because  his  father  is,  or  when  a 
youth  becomes  an  adherent  of  democracy  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  his  parent  votes  the  democratic  ticket, 
there  is  ground  for  suspicion  that  the  younger  citizen 
selects  his  political  creed  sentimentally  rather  than  intellec- 
tually. This  phase  of  heredity  has  become  so  thoroughly 
imbued  in  the  national  mind  that  there  is  invariably  a 
raising  of  the  eyebrows  when  the  son  of  a  republican 
joins  the  ranks  of  the  democrats,  or  vice  versa.  Bearing 
this  in  mind,  and  with  it  the  fact  that  seventy-five  or 
a  hundred  years  ago  there  was  in  many  sections  of  Maryland 
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a  social  distinction  between  the  two  leading  political 
parties,  it  seems  very  surprising,  indeed,  that  the  son  of  a 
well-connected  Talbot  county  federalist  should  have 
adopted  the  cause  of  democracy  in  that  district  of  aris- 
tocracy. But  the  conversion  of  Governor  Thomas  when  a 
young  man  to  democracy  was  only  a  promise  of  even 
more  surprising  spectacles  to  which  he  should  treat  his 
fellow-countians  in  after  years. 

Philip  Francis  Thomas  was  born  at  Easton,  Talbot 
county,  on  September  12,  1810.  His  father,  Dr.  Tristram 
Thomas,  practiced  medicine  on  the  Eastern  Shore  for 
more  than  fifty  years;  his  mother  before  her  marriage 
had  been  Miss  Maria  Francis.  Young  Thomas  was  early 
entered  at  the  academy  at  Easton,  where  he  received 
his  elementary  schooling.  Later  he  was  sent  to  Carlisle,  Pa. , 
where  he  became  a  student  at  Dickinson  College.  For 
two  years  he  labored  at  Dickinson,  sometimes  over  his 
books  and  at  other  times  striving  to  concoct  schemes 
whereby  he  might  relieve  his  high-strung  spirits.  The 
detection,  however,  of  one  of  his  youthful  indiscretions 
resulted  in  his  suspension  from  Dickinson,  and  he  returned 
to  Easton.  He  then  became  a  law  student  in  the  office 
of  William  Hayward,  and  in  November,  1831,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  It  was  not  long  before  Mr.  Thomas  began 
to  make  a  name  for  himself  as  an  attorney.  He  was, 
however,  regarded  by  both  relatives  and  friends  as  a  man 
of  most  erratic  temperament,  because  he  did  not  pursue 
the  precepts  which  others  laid  down  for  him  arbitrarily, 
and  occasionally  dealt  fogyism  and  excess-respectability 
some  rather  telling  blows.  His  father  had  been  an  ardent 
federalist,  and  upon  the  death  of  the  federalist  party  he 
became  an  even  more  ardent  whig.  Nearly  all  the  other 
Thomases  were  of  like  political  conviction.  And  Talbot 
county,  the  home  place  of  the  Thomases,  was  not  only 
whig,  but  overwhelmingly  whig. 
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When  Philip  Francis  Thomas  declared  himself  a  demo- 
crat, consternation  spread  through  the  social  circles  in 
which  his  relatives  moved.  Not  only  did  it  appear  to  the 
whiggish  friends  that  he  had  committed  a  grave  blunder, 
but  they  felt  convinced  that  he  could  never  thereafter 
hope  for  any  official  recognition  from  the  people,  when 
ultimately  he  should  seek  admission  to  the  fold  of  the 
whig  party.  But  Mr.  Thomas  had  no  intention  of  recant- 
ing. He  pulled  together  the  fragments  of  a  party  which 
in  Talbot  county  responded  to  the  name  democracy  and 
he  ran  for  the  legislature  in  1834,  and  was  defeated  badly. 
But  his  defeat  accomplished  nothing  in  the  way  of  taming 
the  youth.  Two  years  later,  in  1836,  he  again  appeared 
as  a  candidate  and  had  the  audacity  to  espouse  the  move- 
ment for  a  constitutional  convention  which  should  accom- 
plish a  reapportionment  of  the  state.  Nothing  could  have 
been  selected  to  arouse  the  ire  of  the  Talbot  cou&tians 
more,  and  as  an  evidence  of  the  people's  displeasure  Mr. 
Thomas  received  200  votes  less  than  his  opponent.  The 
following  year  he  disregarded  the  advice  of  his  counselors 
and  again  ran  for  office,  and  this  time  was  defeated  by 
only  17  votes.  At  this  time  the  state  constitution  was 
so  amended  as  to  make  the  election  of  governor  a  matter 
for  direct  vote  by  the  people.  Thomas  was  a  delegate  to 
the  democratic  convention  which  met  in  Baltimore  in 
1838  and  nominated  William  Grason  for  governor,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  boldly  pledged  Talbot  county  to  Mr.  Grason, 
and  carried  out  his  pledge.  In  Talbot  the  democratic 
gubernatorial  candidate  received  a  majority  of  130  votes, 
while  Mr.  Thomas,  who  was  a  candidate  for  the  legislature, 
had  190  majority. 

This  final  success  as  a  legislative  candidate  moved  Mr. 
Thomas  to  attempt  greater  things,  and  he  became  the 
nominee  of  the  democratic  party  for  congress  in  1839,  run- 
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ning  against  James  Alfred  Pearce,  the  Kent  county  whig, 
who  had  been  representing  the  district  in  the  national 
legislature  since  1831.  The  democrat's  candidacy  was 
at  first  treated  as  a  jest  by  the  whigs  and  not  a  few  mem- 
bers of  Mr.  Thomas'  own  party,  but  the  morning  after 
election  revealed  the  startling  fact  that  the  whigs  carried 
only  one  county,  Kent,  while  the  congressional  district 
gave  Mr.  Thomas  a  majority  of  188  votes. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  committee 
on  elections  shortly  after  his  entrance  into  the  national 
legislature.  The  contested  election  cases  before  the  com- 
mittee at  that  time  were  so  engrossing  that  the  members 
were  excused  from  attending  the  meetings  of  the  house 
and  spent  all  their  time  taking  testimony.  While  the 
services  performed  by  the  Talbot  county  congressman  in 
this  connection  were  important,  they  were  not  of  a  charac- 
ter to  make  for  him  much  reputation  as  a  parliamentarian 
or  a  legislator.  At  the  close  of  his  term  as  representative, 
Congressman  Thomas  was  renominated  by  his  party, 
but  declined  to  enter  the  campaign,  and  Mr.  Pearce,  the 
whig,  was  elected  without  opposition.  Mr.  Thomas 
resumed  his  law  practice,  though  later  he  accepted  the 
office  of  judge  of  the  land  office  court  for  the  Eastern 
Shore.  In  1843  ^e  was  prevailed  upon  to  become  a  candi- 
date for  the  house  of  delegates,  and  was  elected.  In 
the  state  legislature  he  proved  himself  a  powerful  foe  of 
those  who  sought  to  deceive  the  people  regarding  the 
state's  finances. 

In  1845  Mr.  Thomas  once  more  appeared  as  the  candidate 
for  the  state  legislature  and  was  elected.  He  served 
with  such  signal  success  in  the  session  of  1846  that  his 
name  was  generally  mentioned  as  the  prospective  demo- 
cratic nominee  f or  governor  long  before  the  time  set  for 
state  conventions.-  At  the  democratic  state  convention, 
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June  24,  1847,  Mr.  Thomas  received  the  nomination  for 
governor.  William  Tilghman  Goldsborough  was  the  nomi- 
nee of  the  whig  party.  The  whigs  charged  Mr.  Thomas, 
who  had  been  a  strong  advocate  of  paying  the  public  debt, 
with  being  favorable  to  repudiation,  and  hoped  thereby 
to  accomplish  his  defeat.  But  the  democrat  frankly  met 
the  charge  and  explained  to  the  voters  every  feature  of 
his  course  in  matters  of  both  internal  improvement  legisla- 
tion and  the  state's  debts.  The  election  was  held  on  Octo- 
ber 6,  1847 ;  but  all  the  returns  were  not  received  until  the 
fifth  day  thereafter,  and  then  it  was  learned  that  Mr. 
Thomas  had  been  chosen  by  a  majority  of  709  votes. 

Of  the  many  noteworthy  features  of  Thomas'  administra- 
tion, the  most  important  one,  perhaps,  was  the  resumption 
by  the  state  of  interest  payments  upon  bonds.  This  occurred 
just  about  the  time  that  Governor  Pratt's  term  closed, 
and  chief  credit  is  due  to  the  retiring  executive,  although 
Thomas  had  been  active  in  working  for  the  resumption  of 
these  payments.  With  his  induction  into  office  Governor 
Thomas  started  a  campaign  for  constitutional  reform, 
and  in  his  inaugural  address  on  January  3,  1848,  he  pointed 
out  the  defects  in  the  seventy-year-old  constitution  under 
which  Marylanders  were  then  living,  and  stressed  the  need 
of  calling  a  convention  to  devise  a  new  instrument  for 
government.  During  the  closing  months  of  his  three- 
year  term  as  governor  such  a  convention  was  held,  and  it 
completed  its  work  in  the  first  year  of  the  administration  of 
Governor  Thomas'  successor. 

Under  the  new  constitution  there  was  created  the  office  of 
comptroller,  and  after  the  close  of  Thomas'  administration, 
in  1851,  he  was  chosen  as  the  first  incumbent  of  this  office. 
Early  in  the  fifties  Franklin  Pierce  was  elected  president 
of  the  United  States,  and  immediately  after  his  inaugura- 
tion began  his  endeavors  to  coax  Mr.  Thomas  into  accepting 
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some  office  under  him.  He  first  offered  Mr.  Thomas  the  port- 
folio of  the  navy,  but  the  latter  declined  it  for  the  reason 
that  the  salary  was  insufficient  to  maintain  the  dignity 
of  the  position,  and  he  had  no  private  income  to  help  it  out. 
President  Pierce  became  insistent  that  Governor  Thomas 
accept  some  federal  patronage  in  the  shape  of  an  office, 
and  the  latter  finally  consented  to  become  the  collector 
of  customs  of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  for  which  purpose 
he  resigned  as  comptroller  of  the  state  in  1853.  At  the 
close  of  the  Pierce  administration,  when  President  Buch- 
anan appointed  anew  collector  of  Baltimore,  Mr.  Thomas 
went  west  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  land  of  golden  promise. 
He  took  up  his  residence  in  St.  Louis  and  began  the  practice 
of  law  there,  but  was  unable  to  become  reconciled  to  his 
absence  from  Maryland.  During  the  Mormon  war  President 
Buchanan  invited  him  to  become  governor  of  the  territory 
of  Utah,  and  when  he  declined  the  president  proffered  him 
the  post  of  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  but  again  Mr. 
Thomas  refused.  Finally  he  was  invited  to  serve  as  com- 
missioner of  patents,  and  accepted  the  office  on  February  16, 
i860.  In  December  of  the  same  year,  when  Howell  Cobb 
resigned  the  portfolio  of  the  treasury,  President  Buchanan 
prevailed  upon  Mr.  Thomas  to  become  Cobb's  successor,  and 
he  was  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  one  month,  entering 
the  cabinet  on  December  10,  i860,  and  retiring  therefrom 
on  January  11   1861. 

Governor  Thomas'  sympathies  were  with  the  south 
during  the  war,  although  he  spent  the  years  of  conflict 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Talbot  county.  He  had 
while  governor  advised  the  legislature  "to  make  the 
solemn  declaration  in  advance  of  the  unalterable  deter- 
mination of  this  state,  in  case  of  the  passage  of  the  'Wilmot 
proviso'  or  any  similar  scheme,  to  make  common  cause  with 
the  south."    When  the  sectional  conflict  finally  began,  he 
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did  not  join  the  warring  elements,  but,  like  Governor 
Pratt,  permitted  his  son  to  enlist  in  the  Confederate  army. 
At  the  close  of  hostilities,  Mr.  Thomas  appeared  as  a  can- 
didate for  the  state  legislature  in  1866,  and  was  elected. 
This  session  was  called  upon  to  elect  a  successor  to  John 
A.  J.  Creswell  in  the  United  States  senate.  Governor 
Swann  was  chosen,  but  declined  to  serve;  and  the  general 
assembly  then  elected  Mr.  Thomas.  He  had  always  been 
desirous  of  representing  his  state  in  the  upper  house  of 
congress,  and  when  he  was  chosen  senator,  on  March  12, 
1867,  his  ambition  seemed  about  to  be  realized.  But 
congress  was  then  dominated  by  the  most  radical  of  the 
south-hating  republicans,  and  Governor  Thomas  was 
refused  admission  on  the  ground  of  "having  given  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  rebellion."  He  was  constitutionally  eligible, 
and  the  judiciary  committee  of  the  senate  reported  favor- 
ably upon  his  credentials,  but  by  a  vote  of  27  to  20  he 
was  refused  permission  to  enter  the  senate  chamber. 
The  technical  charge  against  the  senator-elect  was  that 
he  had  supplied  his  son  with  clothing  and  money,  and  that 
son  had  fought  with  the  Confederate  forces.  There  was 
a  disposition  among  Mr.  Thomas'  friends  to  reelect  him 
United  States  senator,  but  he  discountenanced  the  pro- 
posal and  advised  that  a  successor  be  chosen  who  would 
be  acceptable.  It  was  especially  desirable  at  this  time 
to  fill  the  vacancy,  as  the  trial  of  President  Johnson  was 
under  way  and  every  possible  democratic  vote  was  needed 
in  his  behalf.  Consequently,  on  March  6,  1868,  George 
Vickers,  of  Kent  county,  was  elected  to  the  senate  and  he 
took  his  seat  in  time  to  vote  at  the  trial  of  Johnson. 

In  1874  Mr.  Thomas  was  a  successful  congressional 
candidate  and  took  his  seat  in  1875,  just  35  years  after 
the  termination  of  his  first  term  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives.   He  was  in  the  lower  house  of  congress  until 
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1877,  and  the  next  year  was  chosen  to  represent  Talbot 
county  in  the  state  legislature.  Governor  Thomas  appeared 
as  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  senate  again  in  1877 
and  1884,  but  Governor  Groome  and  Ephraim  E.  Wilson 
respectively  defeated  him  in  the  caucuses.  He  presided 
at  the  state  convention  in  1883,  when  Robert  M.  McLane 
was  nominated  for  governor,  and  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  Maryland  legislature  in  the  elections  of  that  year. 

Governor  Thomas  died  in  Baltimore,  where  he  had  gone 
for  medical  treatment,  on  October  2,  1890,  in  his  eighty- 
first  year.  He  was  survived  by  the  second  Mrs.  Thomas, 
who  had  been  Mrs.  Clintonia  May,  widow  of  Captain  May 
of  the  United  States  navy,  and  daughter  of  Governor 
Wright,  of  Maryland.  His  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  1835,  was  Miss  Sarah  Maria  Kerr. 
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On  the  morn  of  the  Civil  War,  when  Maryland  was  torn 
asunder  by  the  divided  sentiment  of  her  people,  a  native 
poet  wrote  a  patriotic  hymn  which  has  since  become  almost 
a  classic.  His  heart  was  with  the  southland;  his  plea  was 
for  the  cause  of  the  so-called  cotton  states;  and  his  purpose 
was  to  stir  the  passion  of  Marylanders  so  that  they  would 
rally  to  the  support  of  the  Confederacy.  In  the  song  with 
which  James  R.  Randall  sought  to  rouse  the  people  of 
Maryland  he  dwelt  upon  the  glory  of  the  state's  particular 
heroes;  and  no  more  convincing  proof  of  the  esteem  in  which 
Governor  Lowe  was  then  held  by  his  fellow-statesmen  can 
be  found,  than  that  his  name  was  one  of  those  used  by  the 
poet  in  order  to  stir  the  people's  hearts: 

Come!  't  is  the  red  dawn  of  the  day, 

Maryland!     My  Maryland! 
Come!  with  thy  panoplied  array, 

Maryland !     My  Maryland ! 
With  Ringgold's  spirit  for  the  fray, 
With  Watson's  blood  at  Monterey, 
With  fearless  Lowe  and  dashing  May, 

Maryland!     My  Maryland! 

In  the  story  of  Maryland's  part  in  the  war  several  men 
who  had  earlier  served  as  governor  occupy  positions  of 
importance.  Some  of  these  former  state  executives  were 
with  the  south;  at  least  one  was  in  sympathy  with  the 
north;  but  none  excelled,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  any  equalled 
Mr.  Lowe  in  devotion  to  the  cause  which  each  espoused. 
Mr.  Grason,  the  first  popularly  elected  governor,  was  an 


Digitized  by 


Google 


X 


ENOCH  LOUIS  LOWE 

1S51    1S54 


Digitized  by 


Google 


\ 


!  f        ' 


^    : 


i  / 


«  ki    -.     -•'  ».i  ,ii   /•>■*>!  ♦    .  •  t  : 


^.'.  »  v. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COPYRIOHT.    10O*.   BY  H.   K.   BUCHHOLZ. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THC. 


•".Y  , 


UuJ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ENOCH    LOUIS    LOWE  1 59 

ardent  supporter  of  slavery  and  a  friend  of  the  south.  His 
successor,  Francis  Thomas,  was  one  of  the  bitterest  oppo- 
nents of  the  Confederacy .  The  next  two  governors — Thomas 
G.  Pratt  and  Philip  Francis  Thomas — were  sentimentally 
inclined  toward  the  southern  cause  and,  although  neither 
took  part  in  the  conflict,  each  gave  to  the  Confederate  army 
the  service  of  a  son.  Mr.  Lowe,  the  last  governor  under 
the  constitution  of  1776,  went  further  than  any  of  his  imme- 
diate predecessors.  When  the  war  began,  he  took  his  way 
to  the  southland,  and  there  gave  moral  and  material  sup- 
port to  the  Confederacy.  If  secession  was  rebellion,  then 
he  was  one  of  the  most  violent  rebels  who  came  out  of 
Maryland;  and  the  final  defeat  of  the  southern  cause  brought 
a  sorrow  to  his  heart  which  never  thereafter  left  it. 

Enoch  Louis  Lowe,  born  August  10,  1820,  was  the  son 
of  Lieutenant  Bradley  S.  A.  and  Adelaide  (Vincendiere) 
Lowe;  Lieutenant  Lowe  was  a  graduate  of  West  Point 
Academy,  The  early  years  of  the  governor  were  passed  at 
the  beautiful  family  estate,  The  Hermitage,  a  tract  of  1000 
acres  in  Frederick  county  upon  the  Monocacy  river.  He 
attended  St.  John's  School  in  Frederick  City,  and  later, 
at  the  age  of  thirteen,  was  sent  abroad  to  complete  his 
studies.  He  was  entered  at  Clongowas  Wood  College,  near 
Dublin,  and  subsequently  studied  at  the  Roman  Catholic 
College  of  Stonyhurst,  where  he  continued  for  three  years. 
After  completing  his  academic  studies,  1839,  Mr.  Lowe 
made  an  extensive  tour  of  Europe,  and  upon  his  return  to 
America  traveled  about  the  states  for  a  year  before  return- 
ing home  to  take  up  seriously  the  work  of  life.  He  then 
became  a  student  of  law  under  Judge  Lynch,  of  Frederick, 
and  in  1842,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  was  admitted  to  the 
bar. 

Although  Mr.  Lowe  formed  a  law  partnership  with  John 
W.  Baughman  at    Frederick,  and  gave  much  thought  to 
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building  up  for  himself  a  reputation  in  his  chosen  profes- 
sion, he  did  not  for  long  keep  a  single  eye  to  the  law,  but 
early  evinced  a  desire  for  a  part  in  the  political  affairs  of 
his  section.  In  1845  he  appeared  as  a  candidate  on  the 
democratic  ticket  for  the  state  legislature,  and  his  campaign 
resulted  in  two  things — his  election  to  the  house  of  delegates 
and  the  winning  of  more  than  a  little  reputation  as  an  able 
stump  speaker.  Mr.  Lowe  became  prominent  as  an  advo- 
cate for  constitutional  reform  in  Maryland  and  through  this 
advocacy  his  fame  had  spread  so  far  by  1850  that,  when  the 
democratic  state  convention  met  in  that  year,  he  was  chosen 
upon  a  "reform"  platform  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his 
party.  The  whigs  nominated  for  governor  William  B. 
Clarke,  of  Washington  county,  and  the  two  aspirants  for 
the  gubernatorial  chair  had  several  public  debates  during 
the  campaign.  Mr.  Lowe's  personal  popularity  in  Balti- 
more won  for  him  the  election.  His  majority  throughout 
the  state  was  just  1492  votes,  but  Baltimore — which 
gave  a  whig  candidate  for  mayor  a  majority  of  777  votes — 
gave  Mr.  Lowe,  the  democratic  gubernatorial  candidate, 
amaiority  of  2759. 

Mr.  Lowe  was  but  twenty-nine  years  old  when  nomi- 
nated for  governor,  although  he  satisfied  the  constitutional 
requirement  by  arriving  at  the  age  of  thirty  before  election 
day.  Much  was  made  of  his  youth,  and  upon  one  occasion 
a  would-be  detractor  interrupted  him  while  he  was  making 
a  speech  by  asking:  "  How  old  are  you?"  But  the  demo- 
cratic candidate  flashed  back  the  magnificent  reply:  "A 
wife  and  four  children."  He  had  been  married,  May  29, 
1844,  to  Miss  Esther  Winder  Polk,  daughter  of  Colonel 
James  Polk,  of  Princess  Anne.  Mrs.  Lowe  bore  her  hus- 
band eleven  children,  seven  qi  whom  with  the  mother  sur- 
vived the  governor. 

Governor  Lowe  was  inaugurated  January  6,  1851,  and 
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continued  in  office  until  January  1 1 ,  1854.  His  administra- 
tion, therefore,  witnessed  the  change  in  the  state  govern- 
ment from  the  old  constitution  of  1776  to  the  constitution 
of  1851.  At  a  special  election  in  May,  1850,  the  people  of 
Maryland  had  declared  for  a  constitutional  convention,  and 
at  an  election  held  in  the  following  September  delegates  to 
this  convention  were  chosen.  The  body  thus  elected  was 
only  slightly  whiggish  in  complexion,  and  the  document  it 
devised — during  its  session  from  November  4,  1850,  to  May 
13, 1851 — was  largely  made  up  of  compromises  between  the 
two  opposing  elements.  The  greatest  gain  for  the  people 
was  that  the  constitution  of  1776,  burdened  with  amend- 
ment upon  amendment,  was  superseded  by  a  governmental 
document  that  at  least  expressed  clearly  the  things  that  it 
treated.  Before  the  proposed  constitution  could  be  fully 
digested  by  the  people,  it  was  placed  before  them  for  ratifi- 
cation, and  was  given  a  small  majority  at  a  special  election 
on  June  4,  1851. 

During  Governor  Lowe's  administration  the  state  fully 
recovered  from  the  financial  depression  that  had  resulted 
some  yearp  earlier  in  the  advocacy  of  repudiation  of  pub- 
lic debts.'  Governor  Thomas,  who  preceded  Mr.  Lowe,  had 
warned  the  people  against  reducing  the  amount  of  taxa- 
tion, and  declared  that  such  a  reduction,  despite  the  cheer- 
ful outlook,  would  be  a  dangerous  step.  But  Governor 
Lowe  boldly  advised  the  very  thing  against  which  Mr. 
Thomas  had  warned,  and  in  1853  the  people  of  Maryland  were 
required  to  pay  but  15  cents  on  the  $100,  whereas  in  the 
several  years  prior  thereto  the  annual  tax  rate  for  the  state 
had  been  25  cents.  Another  notable  feature  of  the  Lowe 
administration  was  the  completion  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  to  the  Ohio  river,  which,  according  to  the 
original  plans  of  the  promoters,  was  to  have  been  the 
western  terminus  of  the  line. 
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During  the  administration  of  Mr.  Lowe,  General  Kossuth, 
the  Hungarian  patriot,  visited  America  and  was  the  guest 
of  Maryland's  chief  magistrate  for  several  days.  Although 
Mr.  Lowe  was  heartily  in  sympathy  with  the  foreigner  and 
the  cause  he  represented,  he  was  unable  to  accord  either 
any  aid  from  the  state  government.  Mr.  Lowe  was  named 
as  minister  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  to  China 
by  President  Pierce,  but  declined  the  post. 
v  After  the  close  of  his  administration  Mr.  Lowe  assumed 
a  much  more  prominent  r61e  in  national  politics  than  he 
had  taken  before  his  governorship.  He  became  one  of 
the  great  figures  among  those  who  took  up  the  cause  of 
the  south,  not  for  office  nor  for  personal  advantage,  but 
solely  because  of  a  love  for  the  land  and  the  people  south  of 
the  Mason  and  Dixon  Line.  He  helped  to  win  for  Buchanan 
the  democratic  nomination  for  president  in  1856,  and  was 
active  in  the  campaign  which  resulted  in  Buchanan's 
election.  Mr.  Lowe  was  active  in  the  presidential  cam- 
paign of  i860,  supporting  John  C.  Breckinridge  even  more 
heartily  than  he  had  supported  Buchanan. 

When  the  war  began,  Mr.  Lowe  remained  in  Baltimore 
long  enough  to  serve  the  south  to  the  fullest  extent  of  his 
ability  in  his  native  state.  He  was  a  man  without  fear, 
and  what  he  did,  he  did  openly.  While  others  tried  to 
evade  answering  the  question  as  to  their  allegiance,  Gover- 
nor Lowe  stood  up  fearlessly  for  the  cause  of  the  south. 
Later  he  went  to  Virginia,  where  he  became  the  guest  of 
honor  of  the  legislature  of  the  Old  Dominion.  His  address 
delivered  before  the  legislature  was  regarded  by  that  body 
as  of  sufficient  moment  to  warrant  its  publication  and  dis- 
tribution by  the  state. 

Governor  Lowe  wanted  Maryland  to  secede,  and  he 
believed  that  the  state  would  ultimately  join  the  Confed- 
eracy.    "God  knows,"  he  declared,  "Marylanders  love  the 
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the  sunny  south  as  dearly  as  any  son  of  the  Palmetto  State. 
They  idolize  the  chivalric  honor,  the  stern  and  refined  idea 
of  free  government,  the  social  dignity  and  conservatism 
which  characterize  the  southern  mind  and  heart,  as  enthusi- 
astically as  those  of  their  southern  brethren  who  were  born 
where  the  snows  never  fall."  He  was  bitter  in  his  denun- 
ciations of  Mr.  Hicks  who  "had  purposely  left  her  [Mary- 
land] in  a  defenseless  condition,  in  order  that  he  might  with- 
out peril  to  himself  deliver  her  up  at  the  suitable  time  to  be 
crucified  and  receive  his  thirty  pieces  of  silver  as  the  price 
of  his  unspeakable  treachery." 

Mr.  Lowe  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  voluntary  exile 
in  the  south  in  Augusta  and  in  Milledgeville,  Georgia.  After 
the  war  Governor  Lowe  returned  to  Maryland,  where  he 
lived  from  November,  1865,  until  May,  1866,  when  he  moved 
with  his  family  to  New  York.  It  was  not  only  the  iron- 
clad oath — which  his  self-respect  would  not  permit  him  to 
take — that  sent  Mr.  Lowe  out  of  his  native  state;  but 
Baltimore  at  that  time  did  not  seem  to  offer  him  the  means 
of  supporting  his  large  family  by  his  professional  work  in 
the  way  that  he  was  accustomed  to  providing  for  it.  He 
had  lost  heavily  through  the  war,  and  in  Brooklyn,  where 
he  was  to  take  up  his  residence,  he  saw  a  large  enough  field 
for  practice  to  insure  him  a  considerable  income.  His 
leaving  Baltimore  with  his  family  to  go  to  a  strange  city  is 
but  another  evidence  of  the  wonderful  courage  of  the  man. 

For  some  time  after  removing  to  New  York,  Mr.  Lowe 
was  in  much  demand  as  a  lecturer.  He  was  several  times 
solicited  to  enter  the  political  circles  of  the  Empire  state. 
Except  for  his  brief  activity  in  the  Hancock-Garfield  cam- 
paign, however,  he  remained  in  comparative  retirement. 
He  was  for  a  while  counsel  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company, 
but  upon  the  death  of  James  Fiske  this  relationship  was 
dissolved. 
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A  newspaper  correspondent,  writing  from  Brooklyn  at 
the  time  of  Governor  Lowe's  death,  asserted  that  he  had 
"lived  a  very  retired  life,  and  outside  of  the  immediate  circle 
of  his  family  friends  was  hardly  ever  seen  or  heard  of.  It 
was  often  regretted  here  that  Mr.  Lowe  did  not  take  the 
public  place  his  abilities  and  career  warranted,  but  he 
seemed  to  care  only  for  the  peace  and  quiet  of  his  family 
and  home,  and  thus  occupied  himself  out  of  the  sight  and 
bustle  of  the  busy  world."  Governor  Lowe  died  on  August 
23,  1892,  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  where  he  had  undergone 
an  operation  which  proved  unsuccessful.  His  body  was 
removed  to  Frederick,  and  was  privately  interred  on  August 
25,  Governor  Lowe  having  requested  that  no  funeral  sermon 
be  preached  at  his  burial. 
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Although  the  contemporaries  of  a  historical  personage 
cannot  arbitrarily  impose  upon  posterity  their  own  estimates 
of  his  character,  they  generally  can  shape  the  opinions  of 
other  men  by  erecting  historical  guideposts  which  point  in 
the  direction  of  their  own  opinion.  Here,  then,  is  a  key  to 
the  enigma  of  Governor  Ligon's  position  in  the  hall  of  fame 
of  Maryland.  In  the  days  of  his  governorship  the  body 
politic  had  forgotten  that  it  ever  had  been  virtuous  and 
seemed  fairly  to  glory  in  its  vileness.  To  teach  an  infant 
nation  to  be  pure  in  its  political  affairs  would  have  been  mere 
child's  play  compared  to  the  task  of  reforming  the  state's 
dominant  political  force,  or  even  of  convicting  it  of  wicked- 
ness. Yet  Mr.  Ligon  fearlessly  undertook  this  labor,  and 
for  this  his  glory  should  have  been  great.  But  he  was  a  man 
without  the  frills  and  ruffles  of  the  conventional  type  of 
early  state  executives,  and  his  homespun  methods  proved 
offensive  to  many  of  his  contemporaries. 

Thomas  Watkins  Ligon  is  one  of  the  several  native  Virgin- 
ians who  have  served  Maryland  as  governor.  The  son  of 
Thomas  D.  Ligon,  and  the  grandson  on  his  maternal  side 
of  Col.  Thomas  Watkins,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  he  was 
born  in  1812  in  Prince  Edward  county,  Virginia.  His 
father,  a  farmer,  died  when  the  governor  was  a  lad,  and 
upon  the  mother  devolved  the  responsibility  of  providing 
for  her  two  sons.  After  completing  his  primary  studies, 
Thomas  Ligon  was  sent  to  Hampden-Sidney  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduate4  witl*  extinction.     He  then  entered 
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the  University  of  Virginia  and  later  attended  Yale  Law 
School,  where  he  prepared  for  the  profession  which  he  had 
determined  to  pursue.  Upon  his  return  to  Virginia,  he 
was  examined  for  admission  to  the  bar  and  authorized  to 
practice  law;  but  the  home  county  of  Mr.  Ligon  did  not 
present  many  inducements  for  an  ambitious  lawyer,  and 
the  young  man  began  to  look  about  for  a  promising  town 
in  which  to  open  an  office.  In  1833, at  the  ageof  twenty-one, 
he  came  to  Baltimore,  where  in  a  very  modest  way  he  made  it 
known  that  he  was  bent  upon  practicing  law  and  desired 
clients. 

In  1840  Thomas  Ligon  was  married  to  Miss  Sallie  Dorsey, 
of  that  portion  of  Baltimore  county  which  later  was  in- 
cluded in  Howard  county,,  and  thereafter  he  had  his 
residence  at  Ellicott's  Mill — now  known  as  Ellicott  City — 
although  he  continued  his  law  practice  in  Baltimore.  Mr. 
Ligon's  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Charles  Worthington  Dorsey, 
and  after  her  death  the  governor  was  married  to  Mary 
Tolly  Dorsey,  another  daughter  of  the  Marylander,  an(J  a 
sister  to  the  first  Mrs.  Ligon.  Several  years  after  his  .first 
marriage  Mr.  Ligon  made  his  initial  appearance  as  an  office- 
seeker.  He  had  been  invited  in  184 1  to  accept  the  nomina- 
tion for  member  of  the  legislature,  but  declined  the  honor. 
Two  years  later,  however,  he  consented  to  become  a  candi- 
date and  was  elected.  Mr.  Ligon's  success  prompted  his 
fellow-democrats  to  nominate  him  in  1844  as  the  party's 
candidate  for  congress,  to  which  body  he  was  elected  by 
a  fair  majority,  which  was  somewhat  increased  two  years 
later  when  he  appeared  for  reelection.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  twenty-ninth  and  thirtieth  congresses,  serving  from 
December  1,  1845,  to  March  3,  1849. 

Early  in  the  fifties  there  came  into  being  the  know- 
nothing,  party  which,  though  short-lived,  was  very  strong 
in  Maryland.     In  the  gubernatorial  campaign  of  1853  the 
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know-nothing  party  nominated  Richard  J.  Bowie,  of  Mont- 
gomery county;  the  democrats  named  as  standard-bearer 
ex-Congressman  Ligon.  The  election  was  bitterly  con- 
tested and,  although  Mr.  Ligon  was  chosen  by  a  small 
majority,  the  opponents  of  the  democrats  were  given  a  con- 
siderable majority  in  both  the  state  senate  and  the  house 
of  delegates.  When  Mr.  Ligon,  therefore,  was  inaugurated 
governor  of  Maryland,  on  January  n,  1854,  he  was  well 
aware  of  the  fact  that  the  executive  department,  if  it  pur- 
sued a  partisan  course,  would  be  pitted  against  the  legisla- 
tive branch  of  the  government.  Knowing,  as  he  did,  the 
great  odds  against  him  upon  a  partisan  vote,  and  also 
realizing  how  bitterly  the  know-nothing  party,  with  its  aim 
at  secrecy,  would  defend  its  position  against  any  hostile 
demonstration  from  the  almost  helpless  state  executive, 
the  new  governor  nevertheless,  almost  immediately  after 
his  assumption  of  the  executive  duties,  began  his  war  upon 
his  political  enemies. 

The  antagonism  of  Governor  Ligon  to  the  know-nothing 
party  did  not  bear  immediate  fruit.  In  the  state  election  of 
1855 — the  year  following  his  inauguration — the  know- 
nothing  candidates  won  a  complete  victory,  and  for  several 
years  thereafter  they  ruled  the  state,  though  in  much  the 
same  way  that  bandits  govern  a  wild  or  desert  country. 
In  time,  however,  the  labor  of  Governor  Ligon  began  to 
show  results,  and  a  reform  movement,  which  had  as  its 
object  the  casting  off  of  the  yoke  of  ruffian  rule,  made  its 
appearance,  and  once  more  political  affairs  in  the  state  were 
separated  from  crime.  When  Governor  Ligon  in  his  message 
of  January,  1856,  called  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the 
existence  of  a  secret  political  organization  founded  upon 
religious  prejudice,  and  warned  them  of  the  dangers  of  poli- 
tics based  on  race  or  sect,  the  general  assembly  appointed 
a  committee  to  investigate  the  charges.     Although  the 
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majority  of  this  committee  refused  to  serve,  because  it 
thought  such  an  investigation  would  be  an  insult  to  the 
intelligence  of  a  large  majority  of  the  people,  the  minority 
reported :  "  That  there  arose  in  this  state  and  country  within 
the  last  two  or  three  years  a  political  society  *  *  *  binding 
its  members  by  forms  of  oaths  to  proscribe  from  all  offices 
by  their  votes  or  otherwise,  if  possessed  of  political  power, 
all  persons  not  of  native  birth,  and  all  members  of  the 
Catholic  religion." 

The  stronghold  of  the  know-nothing  party  was  in  Balti- 
mbre,  where  for  several  years  the  members  of  this  organi- 
zation ran  things  in  a  reckless  way.  The  voters  of  other 
political  faith  were  intimidated,  waylaid,  and  even  killed, 
so  that  election  day  became  a  time  for  ruffian  warfare.  At 
the  presidential  election  of  1856,  eight  men  were  killed  or 
mortally  wounded,  while  more  than  250  people  were  reported 
wounded.  And  as  an  indication  of  the  extent  to  which 
ruffianism  succeeded  in  disfranchising  by  force  those  hold- 
ing opposite  views,  the  sworn  returns  in  the  Baltimore 
election  of  1857  record  11,896  know-nothing  votes  to 
2830  democratic  ballots,  or  a  majority  of  9066;  whereas 
in  the  previous  election  for  mayor  the  know-nothing  party 
had  been  given  a  majority  of  but  1567  ballots. 

The  know-nothing  leaders  had  over-estimated  their  ability 
to  block  the  governor's  endeavors  to  free  the  common- 
wealth from  its  burden  of  ruffianism.  They  were  able 
to  oppose  Mr.  Ligon  in  the  legislature,  and  never  thought 
that  he  would  step  outside  of  the  conventional  office  of  chief 
magistrate  and  assume  the  position  of  actual  executive  of 
the  entire  state.  The  outcome  of  the  city  election  of  Balti- 
more in  1857  caused  Governor  Ligon  much  uneasiness 
regarding  the  state  election  which  was  to  be  held  shortly 
thereafter.  He  went  to  Baltimore,  and  on  October  27, 
1857,  wrote  Mayor  Swann  a  letter  inviting  him  to  co6perate 
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with  the  governor  in  endeavoring  to  have  the  approaching 
election  kept  free  of  the  disgrace  and  rowdyism  which  had 
characterized  the  several  preceding  ones.  But  Mr.  Swann 
was  not  altogether  pleased  with  the  governor's  move  toward 
interference  and  replied  that  as  mayor  of  Baltimore  he 
held  his  commission  directly  from  the  people,  and  was 
accountable  to  them  for  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged 
his  trust. 

In  his  determination  that  the  election  should  be  fair, 
Governor  Ligon  then  issued  a  proclamation  in  which  he 
announced  that  the  city  of  Baltimore  would  be  placed 
under  military  guard  on  the  approaching  election  day. 
This  announcement  caused  great  excitement,  and  imme- 
diately efforts  were  made  to  have  the  proclamation  recalled. 
The  know-nothing  leaders  advised  Mr.  Ligon  that  arrange- 
ments would  be  made  for  ample  police  service  in  the  city 
on  election  day.  Upon  this  the  governor  was  persuaded 
to  issue  another  proclamation  in  which  he  declared  that 
he  did  not  contemplate  the  use  upon  election  day  of  the 
military  force  which  he  had  ordered  enrolled  and  organized. 
The  truth,  however,  is  that  the  arrangements  were  by  no 
means  adequate,  and  the  election  was  but  a  repetition  of 
its  predecessors.  The  same  overwhelming  know-nothing 
majority  was  won  by  force  of  fists  and  firearms,  and  Mr. 
Hicks,  the  know-nothing  nominee  for  governor,  was  elected. 

When  the  legislature  convened  at  Annapolis,  Governor 
Ligon  had  the  boldness  to  write  in  his  annual  message:  "I 
record  my  deliberate  opinion  that  the  election  was  fraudu- 
lently conducted;  that  in  the  exclusion  of  thousands  of 
people  from  the  polls,  there  has  been  no  expression  of  the 
popular  will,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  returns  from  that 
city  are  vicious,  without  a  decent  claim  to  official  recogni- 
tion anywhere,  and  in  all  their  character,  a  gross  insult  to 
our  institutions  and  laws,  and  a  most  offensive  mockery 
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of  the  great  principle  of  political  independence  and  popu- 
lar suffrage."  The  legislature  declared  the  message  an 
insult  to  its  highly  honorable  members  and  voted  to  refuse 
to  receive  it;  and  a  short  while  thereafter,  or  on  January  13, 
1858,  Governor  Ligon  surrendered  the  executive  office  to 
Mr.  Hicks,  and  retired  to  his  Howard  county  estate  of  Chat- 
ham. 

For  the  remaining  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Ligon  lived  in  retire- 
ment, taking  no  active  part  in  politics.  He  farmed  his 
land  and  passed  his  days  in  peaceable  meditation,  and 
lived  to  see  the  seed  he  had  sown  spring  up  in  a  reformation 
of  the  political  affairs  of  the  state  and  of  Baltimore  city. 
He  did  not  resume  his  law  practice  in  Baltimore,  which  had 
been  discontinued  at  the  time  of  his  election  in  1853,  but 
occasionally  he  emerged  from  his  farmer  life  to  take  part  in 
the  deliberations  of  certain  boards  concerned  in  the  manage- 
ment of  charitable  and  educational  institutions,  in  a  number 
of  which  he  was  interested.  He  died  on  January  12,  188 1, 
and  was  buried  on  January  14  from  St.  John's  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  near  EUicott  City.  No  sermon  was 
preached,  nor  were  there  any  flowers  or  other  display,  all 
ostentation  being  distasteful  to  Mr.  Ligon,  as  evidenced  in 
his  life,  which  was  marked  by  severe  simplicity,  both  as  a 
public  official  and  as  a  Jprivate  citizen. 
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THOMAS  HOLLIDAY  HICKS 

When  considering  the  Civil  War  period  of  Maryland 
history,  before  an  attempt  is  made  to  draw  conclusions  as  to 
the  worth  of  this  public  official  or  of  that,  full  account  must 
be  taken  of  the  peculiar  conditions  which  existed  in  the 
Old  Line  state  in  ante-bellum  days  and  during  the  first 
months  of  the  conflict.  Part  of  the  population  was  prepared 
to  support  the  southern  cause,  should  the  problems  which 
were  agitating  the  nation  be  brought  to  an  issue  of  arms, 
and  an  equal  number  of  Marylanders  were  unconditionally 
with  the  north.  Both  of  these  elements  were,  according 
to  their  conscience,  in  the  right,  and  Maryland  has  honored 
each  alike  for  the  course  which  it  pursued.  Francis  Thomas, 
who  served  his  state  as  chief  magistrate,  responded  to  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumter  by  raising  a  regiment  of  3000  soldiers 
and  offering  its  service  to  Lincoln.  On  the  other  hand 
Enoch  Louis  Lowe,  who  also  served  as  governor,  openly 
advocated  that  Maryland  should  secede  and  join  the  Con- 
federacy. Had  Francis  Thomas  been  governor  of  Maryland 
in  1 86 1,  the  state  might  have  known  the  sway  of  a  second 
Parson  Brownlow;  or  had  Mr.  Lowe  been  chief  magistrate, 
then  Governor  Letcher,  of  Virginia,  would  possibly  have 
had  an  official  co-laborer  for  secession  in  the  borderland. 
But  Mr.  Hicks,  who  at  best  was  a  temporizer,  was  state 
executive. 

In  approaching  Hick's  life  the  bitterness  with  which 
certain  of  his  contemporaries  judged  his  course  must  not 
influence  too  greatly  the  student's  judgment;  nor  must  the 
excessive  flattery  which,  for  obvious  reasons,  was  poured 
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forth  by  northern  orators  at  the  time  of  his  death  be 
accepted  at  its  face  value.  Mr.  Hicks  was  governor  of  Mary- 
land during  the  most  critical  days  of  the  state's  history  and 
he  had,  in  a  greater  measure  than  was  ever  accorded  another 
chief  magistrate  of  the  state,  an  opportunity  to  engrave 
in  glorious  and  indelible  letters  his  name  upon  the  com- 
monwealth's history  as  well  as  upon  that  of  the  nation  at 
large.  But,  at  a  time  when  to  falter  was  to  blunder  fatally, 
Hicks  faltered.  Although  his  early  sentiments  seemed 
favorable  to  secession,  it  is  possible  that  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  he  was  opposed  to  the  cause  of  the  south;  never- 
theless, when  called  upon  to  decide  on  which  side  be  stood, 
Hicks  revealed  what  might  be  termed  a  border  allegiance, 
and  permitted  the  militia  of  the  federal  government  to 
assume  the  r61e  of  converting  him,  by  force,  into  a 
unionist.  Posterity  has  less  cause  to  find  fault  with  him 
for  this  than  he  himself  might  have  had  to  regret  his  action. 
If  he  was  as  strongly  unionist  as  he  later^professed,  then 
by  having  uttered  the  same  sentiments  before  Butler  came 
to  Baltimore  that  he  did  after  the  arrival  of  that  Union 
general,  he  might  have  vied  with  Mr.  Andrew,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, for  the  place  of  first  honor  among  the  Union  "  war 
governors." 

Thomas  Holliday  Hicks  was  almost  sixty  years  of  age 
when  he  became  governor.  He  was  born  on  September  2, 
1798,  the  eldest  boy  in  the  large  family  reared  by  Henry 
C.  and  Mary  (Sewell)  Hicks,  who  lived  on  a  farm  in  Dor- 
chester county  several  miles  from  East  New  Market.  Hicks 
attended  a  subscription  school  in  the  neighborhood  of  his 
home  until  he  had  reached  an  age  when  he  desired  to  go  out 
into  the  world  for  himself .  He  made  his  initial  appearance 
as  a  public  official  in  the  humble  capacity  of  town  constable. 
But  that  he  filled  this  position  satisfactorily  would  seem 
to  receive  certification  from  the  fact  that  in  1824,  at  the  age 
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of  twenty-five,  Mr.  Hicks  was  elected  sheriff  of  his  county. 
Later  he  purchased  a  farm  on  the  Choptank  river  and  sub- 
sequently abandoned  the  plow  and  removed  to  the  southern 
part  of  the  county,  where,  in  1833,  he  entered  upon  a  mer- 
cantile career  at  Vienna. 

Mr.  Hicks  was  a  member  of  the  1836  senatorial  electoral 
college — that  famous  body  made  up  of  the  so-called  "glori- 
ous 19  Van  Buren  electors"  and  21  whigs — he,  of  course, 
being  among  the  latter.  In  the  same  year  he  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  general  assembly;  and  the  legislature,  in 

1837,  named  him  and  Mr.  Pratt  as  members  of  the  last 
governor's  council  in  Maryland.  In  the  next  year,  when 
the  council  was  abolished  by  the  reform  act,  Mr.  Hicks  was 
appointed  register  of  wills  for  Dorchester  county.     From 

1838,  when  he  became  register,  until  185 1,  when  under  the 
new  constitution  the  office  was  made  elective,  he  served  by 
successive  appointments  in  this  position.  In  1850  he  was 
one  of  the  representatives  from  Dorchester  county  to  the 
constitutional  convention  which  was  to  devise  a  new 
form  of  government  for  the  commonwealth.  He  again 
assumed  the  duties  of  register  of  wills  in  1855,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  office  until  his  election  as  governor. 

Mr.  Hicks  was  the  American  or  know-nothing  candidate 
for  governor  in  1857.  The  democrats  nominated  as  their 
standard-bearer  John  C;  Groome.  Under  the  arbitrary 
rule  of  the  know-nothings,  however,  the  democratic  can- 
didate had  little  chance  of  success,  since  Baltimore  was 
overwhelmingly  against  him.  Although  Ligon  had  been 
assured  that  everything  would  be  done  to  prevent  any 
conflict  between  the  voters,  the  election  was  but  a  repetition 
of  the  earlier  disgraceful  affair  when  municipal  officers  were 
chosen.  And  not  only  did  the  know-nothing  party  carry 
the  city  for  Hicks,  but  the  state  also  gave  him  a  majority, 
and  the  general  assembly,  as  a  result  of  the  election,  was 
strongly  know-nothing. 
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Mr.  Hicks  became  governor  on  January  13,  1858.  His 
administration  witnessed  the  period  of  preparation  for  the 
Civil  War  and  the  beginning  of  that  conflict;  and  his  own 
service  to  the  state  is  remembered  chiefly  in  so  far  as  Mary- 
land affairs  were  affected  by  the  seccession  movement.  Had 
Governor  Hicks  sincerely  and  fearlessly  opposed  secession, 
not  even  the  southern  historian  could  find  fault  with  his 
anti-secession  sentiments:  or  had  he  been  favorable  to  the 
south,  he  would  have  needed  no  apologies  for  his  choice. 
The  questions,  however,  arise — and  upon  their  solution  must 
depend  the  regard  in  which  Marylanders  generally  will 
hold  Mr.  Hicks — whether  his  professions  throughout  were 
insincere  and  if,  at  the  crucial  moment,  he  was  guilty 
of  cowardice,  no  matter  what  his  real  convictions.  Al- 
though he  was  opposed  to  any  move  which  would  precip- 
itate the  nation  into  a  sectional  conflict,  he  gave  expression 
on  December  6,  i860,  in  a  letter  to  a  Prince  George's  coun- 
tian,  to  the  following  secessionist  sentiments:  "If  the 
Union  must  be  dissolved  let  it  be  done  calmly,  deliberately 
and  after  full  reflection  on  the  part  of  the  united  south. 
*  *  *  After  allowing  a  reasonable  time  for  action  on  the 
part  of  the  northern  states,  if  they  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
observe  the  plain  requirements  of  the  constitution,  then, 
in  my  judgment,  we  shall  be  fully  warranted  in  demanding  a 
division  of  the  country."  Governor  Hicks  was  in  Baltimore 
when  the  Massachusetts  troops,  passing  through  the  city 
on  April  19,  1861,  were  set  upon  by  the  people  of  the  city. 
After  the  close  of  that  day  of  violence  and  bloodshed  the 
state  executive  and  Mayor  Brown  of  Baltimore  were  visited 
by  Marshal  Kane  and  ex-Governor  Lowe,  who  wished  to 
have  the  railroad  bridges  leading  into  Baltimore  burned, 
that  they  might  thereby  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  day's 
tragedy,  should  the  federal  government  seek  to  send  the 
several  thousand  troops  then  reported  near  Cockeysville 
through  Baltimore. 
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Governor  Hicks,  Lowe  recorded  in  his  report  of  the 
interview,  said:  "  'Well,  I  suppose  it  must  be  done,'  or 
words  of  precisely  that  import,  to  which  the  mayor  replied, 
substantially:  'Governor,  I  have  no  authority  to  act  be- 
yond the  city  limits,  and  can  do  nothing  in  this  matter 
except  by  your  direction.  Shall  the  bridges  be  destroyed?' 
Governor  Hicks  emphatically  and  distinctly  replied  in  the 
affirmative." 

But  in  later  days,  when  Governor  Hicks  wished  to  clear 
himself  of  the  charge  of  having  countenanced  a  burning  of 
the  bridges,  he  denied  absolutely  the  testimony  of  Lowe, 
Kane  and  Mayor  Brown,  and  sought  to  make  himself  out  a 
good  and  unconditional  Union  man.  And  yet  he  left  proof  of 
how  closely  he  approached  an  approval  of  secession,  for  in 
his  communication  to  Lincoln,  April  22,  1861,  he  wrote:  "I 
feel  it  my  duty  most  respectfully  to  advise  you  that  no 
more  troops  be  ordered  or  allowed  to  pass  through  Maryland, 
and  that  the  troops  now  off  Annapolis  be  sent  elsewhere; 
and  I  most  respectfully  urge  that  a  truce  be  offered  by  you 
so  that  the  effusion  of  blood  may  be  prevented.  I  respect- 
fully suggest  that  Lord  Lyons  be  requested  to  act  as  mediator 
between  the  contending  parties  of  our  country." 

This  was  in  April,  i86i,and  in  October,  1863,  Mr.  Hicks, 
in  a  letter  to  Governor  Bradford  could  find  the  courage  to 
pen  the  words :  "  My  God!  How  unfortunate  it  is  that  men 
in  high  places  should  say  one  thing  one  day  and  another  the 
next  day.  *  *  *  Oh!  what  unfortunate  times  we  have 
fallen  on,  and  yet  amid  our  perplexity  we  must  not  relax 
our  efforts  to  do  good.  I  feel  sometimes  like  giving  it  up, 
but  then  I  know  it  is  what  these  unprincipled  men  desire 
and  I  determine  anew  that,  if  fall  I  must,  I  will  fall  fighting 
for  the  right.  I  publicly  and  privately  proclaim  myself  for 
an  emancipationist.  I  am  honestly.  My  judgment  is  so 
—policy  leads  to  it.     I  am  in  favor  of  putting  the  slaves  in 
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the  army,  but  cannot  approve  of  their  mode  of  doing  it.  I 
am  in  favor  of  letting  everything  but  principle  go  to  save  the 
Union  by  crushing  out  the  accursed  rebellion  that  brought 
all  our  national  and  individual  woes  upon  us."  And  this 
from  a  man  who,  according  to  Ex-Governor  Lowe,  "went 
into  Monument  Square  on  the  afternoon  of  the  memorable 
nineteenth  of  April  last  [1861],  while  the  blood  of  the  heroic 
youths  of  Baltimore  *  *  *  was  still  fresh  upon  the  pave- 
ments, and  there  called  God  to  witness  his  loyalty  to  the 
south,  and  prayed  that  his  right  arm  might  rot  from  the 
socket  if  he  ever  raised  it  against  his  southern  brethren." 
The  members  of  the  legislature,  and  influential  men  in 
the  state  generally ,  requested  Governor  Hicks  time  and  time 
again  to  call  the  legislature  in  extra  session  that  the  state 
might  go  on  record  as  opposed  to  secession,  but  still  dis- 
satisfied with  the  attitude  of  the  north  toward  the  southern 
states.  After  the  encounter  between  the  people  of  Balti- 
more and  the  Massachusetts  troops  GoveAior  Hicks  called 
a  special  session  of  the  legislature  at  Annapolis,  but  later 
changed  the  place  of  meeting  to  Frederick.  In  an  address 
to  the  people  of  Maryland,  this  legislature,  declared:  "We 
cannot  but  know  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  citizens  of 
Maryland  have  been  induced  to  believe  that  there  is  a  prob- 
ability that  our  deliberations  may  result  in  the  passage  of 
some  measure  committing  this  state  to  secession.  It  is, 
therefore,  our  duty  to  declare  that  all  such  fears  are  with- 
out just  foundation.  We  know  that  we  have  no  consti- 
tutional authority  to  take  such  action.  You  need  not 
fear  that  there  is  a  possibility  that  we  will  do  so."  And 
this  address  was  unanimously  adopted.  Nevertheless,  the 
federal  government,  without  opposition  or  protest  from  Mr. 
Hicks,  assumed  an  attitude  toward  Maryland's  general 
assembly  similar  to  that  which  it  might  have  assumed  toward 
the  legislature  of  Mississippi.     Simon  Cameron,  Lincoln's 
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secretary  of  war,  wrote  on  September  n,  1861,  that  "the 
passage  of  any  act  of  secession  by  the  legislature  of  Mary- 
land must  be  prevented.  If  necessary,  all  or  any  part  of 
the  members  must  be  arrested."  And  every  member  or 
employee  of  the  legislature  who  was  not  heart  and  soul  with 
every  feature  of  the  republican  administration  was  arrested. 
The  administration  of  Governor  Hicks  came  to  a  close 
on  January  8,  1862,  when  Mr.  Bradford  was  inaugurated. 
The  new  executive  appointed  his  predecessor  United  States 
senator  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  James  Alfred  Pearce, 
and  Mr.  Hicks  was  later  elected  by  the  legislature  to  fill 
the  senatorial  term  which  expired  March  8,  1867.  Before 
he  had  completed  the  term  to  which  he  was  elected,  how- 
ever, he  died,  at  the  Metropolitan  Hotel,  Washington, 
February  13,  1865.  He  had  been  three  times  married — 
first  to  Miss  Anna  Thompson,  of  Dorchester  county;  his 
second  wife  was  Miss  Leah  Raleigh,  of  the  same  county;  and 
the  third  Mrs.  Hicks,  who  survived  her  husband,  had  been 
Mrs.  Mary  Wilcox,  the  widow  of  Hicks'  cousin.  The  funeral 
of  Senator  Hicks  was  attended  by  a  host  of  public  officials. 
President  Lincoln  and  his  cabinet,  the  members  of  the 
supreme  court,  Governor  Bradford  of  Maryland  and  Mayor 
Chapman  of  Baltimore — both  accompanied  by  delegations, 
and  a  large  number  of  senators  and  representatives 
attended  the  services  held  in  the  capitol  at  Washington. 
The  body  was  first  placed  in  a  vault  in  the  national  capital, 
but  later  it  was  interred  at  the  old  Hicks  farm  in  Dorchester 
county,  and  finally  removed  to  Cambridge  Cemetery,  where 
the  state  erected  a  monument  over  the  remains  in  1868. 
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While  two  separate  gubernatorial  administrations  were 
experienced  by  the  people  of  Maryland  during  the  con- 
flict between  the  north  and  south,  Mr.  Bradford  is  by 
common  consent  accepted  as  the  war-governor.  The 
greater  portion  of  Mr.  Hicks'  governorship  was  passed  in 
the  stormy  days  immediately  preceding  the  conflict,  al- 
though the  tail-end  of  his  term  reached  into  the  opening 
months  of  the  war.  But  when  Mr.  Bradford  came  into  office 
the  struggle  between  the  north  and  the  slave  states  had 
settled  down  to  a  business  basis.  The  harmless  spectacle 
of  earlier  petty  encounters  had  given  place  to  the  grim 
realities  of  war  and  with  the  progress  of  hostilities  there 
was,  naturally,  a  counter-advance  toward  positiveness  in 
the  political  affairs  of  the  state.  The  governmental  ma- 
chinery, adapted  to  its  newer  requirements,  was  no  longer 
run  experimentally  as  it  had  been  in  the  days  of  Gov- 
ernor Hicks,  but  a  Union  governor  and  a  Union  legislature 
were  seeking  to  run  the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth  in  a 
way  that  would  stress  the  political  and  soften  the  military 
aspect  of:  government  in  Maryland.  For  four  years  Mr. 
Bradford  governed  Maryland,  and  the  one  feature  of  his 
administration  which  stands  out  in  strongest  relief  is  the 
courage  with  which  he  upheld  the  dignity  of  the  state's  gov- 
ernment. In  times  such  as  those  between  1861  and  1865, 
and  in  a  commonwealth  like  Maryland,  upon  the  border- 
land'o'f  eonflict,  there  was  bound  to  occur  almost  constantly 
friction  between  the  military  forces  representing  the  United 
States  and  the  political  forces  representing  the  authority 
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of  the  commonwealth.  Although  there  are  incidents  in  the 
public  career  of  Maryland's  war  governor  which  invite  crit- 
icism, still  there  is  no  denying  that  for  the  particular  needs 
of  his  time  he  was  admirably  equipped  to  direct  state  affairs. 

Augustus  Williamson  Bradford  was  born  at  Belair,  Har- 
ford county,  January  9,  1806,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Jane 
(Bond)  Bradford.  He  received  his  elementary  training  at 
the  academy  conducted  by  Rev.  Reuben  H.  Davis  in  his 
home  town,  and  it  is  probable  that  during  the  early  years  of 
his  school  life  he  was  attracted  to  the  profession  of  civil 
engineering.  At  all  events,  he  soon  showed  a  liking  for  cer- 
tain branches  of  this  calling,  and  before  finally  entering  upon 
a  legal  profession  he  found  employment  for  a  time  as  sur- 
veyor. Shortly  after  completing  the  courses  at  the  Belair 
Academy,  Mr.  Bradford  came  to  Baltimore  to  pursue  his 
studies  at  St.  Mary's  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1824.  He  then  returned  to  his  native  town,  where  he 
began  to  study  law,  and  in  1826  was  authorized  to  practice 
at  the  bar  of  Maryland.  During  the  first  years  of  his  career 
as  an  attorney  he  continued  a  resident  of  Harford  county, 
but  as  his  ability  developed  with  experience  and  he  came 
to  realize  how  necessarily  limited  was  the  field  afforded  by 
the  little  village  of  Belair,  he  determined  to  cast  his  lot  in  a 
more  promising  territory  and  turned  his  face  toward  the 
city  in  which  he  had  for  several  years  been  a  student.  Mr. 
Bradford  came  to  Baltimore  in  183 1,  and  the  next  50  years 
of  his  life  were  passed  in  the  Maryland  metropolis. 

Shortly  after  his  coming  to  Baltimore  Mr.  Bradford 
became  interested  in  the  whig  party,  and  for  some  years  he 
gave  that  political  organization  a  considerable  portion  of 
his  time.  In  the  presidential  campaign  of  1844  he  was  a 
warm  supporter  of  Henry  Clay,  being  a  presidential  [elector 
for  the  Kentuckian.  The  defeat  of  his  hero  cooled  his  polit- 
ical ardor,  and  for  some  time  thereafter  he  retired  from 
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politics,  refusing  to  go  upon  the  stump  and  abstaining  from 
attendance  upon  political  meetings.  During  this  season  of 
retirement  Mr.  Bradford  gave  himself  over  to  two  pursuits — 
his  development  as  a  lawyer  and  the  building  of  a  home. 
As  a  lawyer  he  came  to  occupy  a  fair  but  not  distinguished 
position  in  his  profession.  He  was,  however,  a  speaker  of 
no  mean  ability,  and  he  possessed  a  broad  knowledge  of 
law.  He  had  married,  in  1835,  Miss  Elizabeth  Kell,  daughter 
of  Judge  Thomas  Kell,  of  Baltimore;  and  in  the  home  which 
the  Bradfords  set  up  in  Baltimore  the  governor  passed  the 
pleasantest  days  of  his  life.  In  1845  Governor  Pratt  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Bradford  clerk  of  Baltimore  county,  which 
position  he  retained  for  the  next  six  years.  But  from  1851 
to  1 86 1  he  did  not  take  much  part  in  public  affairs. 

Just  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war  there  were  held  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  a  number  of  conferences  which 
had  as  their  purpose  a  settlement  of  the  differences  between 
north  and  south  without  a  resort  to  secession  or  arms. 
To  the  peace  conference  held  in  Washington  in  the  spring 
of  1 86 1  Mr.  Bradford  was  sent  by  Governor  Hicks  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  Maryland,  and  his  speech  there  in  favor  of 
the  Union  doubtless  won  for  him  the  gubernatorial  nomina- 
tion ;  for  when  the  union  party  was  formed  in  Maryland  in 
the  following  summer  it  named  Mr.  Bradford  as  candidate 
for  chief  magistrate  of  the  state.  The  democrats  nominated 
Gen.  Benjamin  C.  Howard. 

The  manner  of  Bradford's  election  is  perhaps  the  least 
satisfactory  feature  of  his  entire  career,  private  and  pmblic. 
That  he  had  aught  to  do  with  the  way  in  which  the  cam- 
paign was  managed  is  doubtful,  but  that  he  had  knowledge 
of  the  way  in  which  his  success  had  been  brought  about  is 
past  doubting.  The  only  fault  to  be  found  with  him,  there- 
fore, is  his  pretension  that  he  had  been  chosen  by  the  free 
vote  of  the  people.     It  need  not  be  assumed  that  without 
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the  aid  of  the  military  he  would  have  been  defeated.  The 
only  vital  fact,  as  far  as  the  moral  aspect  of  the  thing  is  con- 
cerned^ that  an  enormous  proportion  of  his  vote  was  secured 
by  intimidation  and  through  the  unlawful  use  of  soldiery. 
The  extent  of  this  proportion  must,  of  course,  always  remain 
an  unknown  quantity.  A  number  of  precautions  were 
taken  by  the  federal  administration  and  its  representatives 
stationed  in  Maryland  to  prevent  the  people  from  voting  for 
any  candidates  but  those  on  the  union  ticket  at  this 
election.  The  military  officials  had  been  authorized  to 
suspend  the  habeas  corpus  and  to  arrest  and  hold  in  con- 
finement till  after  the  election  those  who  fell  under  sus- 
picion. And  by  this  course  the  union  gubernatorial 
candidate  received  in  Baltimore  17,922  votes  on  Novem- 
ber 6,  1 86 1,  while  General  Howard  was  credited  with 
only  3347.  Nevertheless,  when  Mr.  Bradford  assumed 
office,  January  8,  1862,  he  declared  that  the  spectacle  of  his 
inauguration  seemed  "to  call  to  mind  the  value  and  suc- 
cess of  republican  institutions  in  recognizing,  as  it  were, 
the  power  of  the  people  peacefully  to  select  and  inaugurate 
their  political  rulers  by  the  simple  expression  of  the  voice 
of  the  majority." 

The  opening  of  his  administration  inaugurated  a  marked 
change  in  the  way  that  affairs  were  conducted  in  Maryland. 
The  governor,  beginning  with  his  inaugural,  condemned 
severely  the  creed  of  secession  and  the  authors  of  that 
creed.  He  used  all  his  energy  in  an  untiring  and  unceasing 
endeavor  to  have  Maryland  and  Baltimore  support  with 
both  money  and  volunteers  the  arm  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment. But  he  opposed  with  courage  the  efforts  of  the  mili- 
tary to  continue  those  practices  in  Maryland  by  which  he 
himself  had  been  carried  into  office.  He  also  assumed  the 
championship  in  Maryland  of  those  opposed  to  slavery, 
although  at  no  time  did  he  display  the  violent  reason — 
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or  unreason — of  abolitionism.  He  declared  that  slavery 
was  wrong  morally,  but  he  declared  with  greater  emphasis 
that  it  was  unwise  economically.  Out  of  his  suggestion,  to 
some  extent,  grew  the  constitutional  convention  of  1864, 
»  which  undertook  to  frame  a  new  constitution  for  Maryland. 
The  document  devised  by  the  convention  of  1864  accom- 
plished the  emancipation  of  the  negro  and  the  disfranchise- 
ment of  all  who  fought  for  or  aided  the  confederacy.  It 
was,  however,  in  some  respects  an  unsatisfactory  instru- 
ment, due  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  produced  and  also 
to  the  general  excitement  of  the  times. 

It  was  in  1863  that  Governor  Bradford  had  his  most 
serious  disagreement  with  the  military  forces  in  Maryland. 
This  was  his  notorious  encounter  with  Major-General 
Schenck,  who  had  issued  an  order  that  the  military  officers 
were  to  be  on  hand  at  the  election  to  arrest  suspicious  per- 
sons. "This  extrafirdinary  order,"  Bradford  declared  in  a 
proclamation  under  date  of  November  2,  1863,. "has  not 
only  been  issued  without  any  notice  to  or  consultation  with 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  state,  but  at  a  time  and 
under  circumstances  when  the  condition  of  the  state  and 
the  character  of  the  candidates  are  such  as  to  preclude  the 
idea  that  the  result  of  that  election  can  in  any  way  endanger 
either  the  safety  of  the  government  or  the  peace  of  the 
community,"  and  he  announced  fearlessly  that  "it  is  the 
judgment  of  the  judges  of  election  alone,  founded  upon  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  state, 
that  must  determine  the  right  to  vote  of  any  person  offering 
himself  for  that  purpose. "  The  presumption  of  a  mere 
state  governor  countermanding  by  proclamation  the  orders 
of  a  military  commander  came  as  a  bomb  in  the  camp  of 
General  Schenck. 

During  Governor  Bradford's  administration  Baltimore 
was  several  times  threatened  by  invasion  by  the  Confed- 
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erates.  On  the  last  of  these  occasions  Mr.  Bradford's 
mansion  was  destroyed.  The  governor  was  not  at  home 
and  so  escaped  arrest,  or  whatever  would  have  been  the 
outcome  of  an  encounter  between  him  and  the  Confederates. 
His  beautiful  mansion,  however,  his  furniture  and  his  entire 
library  were  given  to  the  flames.  At  the  election  under  the 
constitution  of  1864,  Thomas  Swann  was  chosen  governor. 
He  took  the  oath  of  office  and  read  his  inaugural  address  on 
January  11,  1865,  thus  qualifying  himself  as  Bradford's 
successor,  although  he  did  not  become  governor  de  facto 
until  January  10,  1866,  when  Mr.  Bradford's  term  expired. 
In  1867  President  Johnson  appointed  Mr.  Bradford  sur- 
veyor of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  but  when  General  Grant  was 
inaugurated  president  in  1869  he  removed  him  from  the 
surveyor's  office.  Three  years  later,  however,  when  Grant 
was  repairing  his  political  fences  preliminary  to  his  appear- 
ance for  reflection,  he  announced  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Bradford,  without  the  latter's  consent  or  knowledge,  for 
the  office  of  appraiser-general  in  the  Baltimore  custom- 
house. But  the  ex-governor  promptly  and  emphatically 
refused  to  consider  the  appointment,  declaring  that  the 
position  called  for  one  who  had  had  experience  as  a  mer- 
chant, which  hejacked.  ' '  To  accept  would  make  me  entirely 
dependent  upon  deputies  and  assistants,  which  would  be 
utterly  repugnant  to  my  notions  of  official  qualification  or 
responsibility. "  The  governor's  last  appearance  in  public 
life  was  as  presidential  elector  on  the  Greeley  ticket  in  1872. 
He  held  no  office  after  his  removal  as  surveyor  in  1869,  but 
devoted  his  time  to  his  family  and  his  practice  during  the 
closing  years  of  his  life.  He  died  in  the  city  of  Baltimore 
March  1,  1 881,  in  the  seventy-sixth  year  of  his  life. 
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Four  times  has  the  Old  Dominion  supplied  a  man  for 
Maryland's  executive  mansion,  and  each  time  it  would 
appear  the  native  son  of  Virginia  made  more  than  an 
ordinary  record  in  the  history  of  the  state  of  his  adoption. 
Mercer,  who  had  seen  service  as  soldier  and  legislator  be- 
fore he  left  his  native  state  to  try  his  fortunes  in  Maryland, 
won  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  republican  governor 
elected  under  the  constitution  of  1776.  Ligon,  after  him, 
set  a  remarkable  example  of  a  state  executive  possessed 
of  absolute  fearlessness,  who  did  not  hesitate  to  make  war 
not  only  on  the  legislature,  but  upon  the  municipal  officials 
of  Baltimore  as  well.  The  final  of  the  four  Virginians,  Lloyd 
Lowndes,  was  born  in  Clarksburg,  which  is  now  in  West 
Virginia.  So  far  he  has  been  the  only  republican  governor 
elected  in  Maryland  since  the  close  of  the  Civil  War.  But 
of  the  Virginians  who  have  crossed  the  Potomac  to  win 
their  way  to  Maryland's  executive  mansion,  none  pre- 
sented a  more  picturesque  personality  nor  made  a  more 
lasting  impression  upon  the  state  than  he,  who  in  point 
of  time,  is  third — Thomas  Swann.  He  came  to  the  Old 
Line  state  to  engage  in  business,  and  under  his  presidency 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  obtained  a  new  lease  on 
life,  and  its  lines  were  carried  westward  over  rivers  and 
under  mountains  to  new  and  rich  fields.  He  deserted  the 
railway  office  to  enter  politics,  and  as  mayor  of  Baltimore 
accomplished  more  for  the  city's  beauty  and  the  citizens' 
convenience  than  any  city  executive  before  or  after  him. 
He  became  governor  at  a  time  when  the  majority  of  voters 
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had  been  deprived  of  the  ballot,  and  he  promptly  unloosed  - 
the  shackles  that  a  military-reinforced  minority  had  riveted 
upon  the  majority.  Finally,  he  sacrificed  his  own  dearest 
ambition — to  be  United  States  senator —  in  order  that  he 
he  might  save  from  hazard  of  undoing  the  labors  which  he 
had  performed  on  the  people's  behalf. 

Thomas  Swann  was  born  in  Alexandria,  Virginia,  in  1805 
or  1 806.  He  would  never  tell  the  exact  date  of  his  birth,  but 
a  close  relative  asserted  at  the  time  of  his  death  that  he 
was  then  seventy-seven.  Governor  Swann  came  of  one  of 
the  very  first  families  of  the  Old  Dominion.  His  father,  • 
also  Thomas  Swann,  was  a  lawyer  of  considerable  promi- ■ 
nence,  practicing  chiefly  in  Washington,  where  he  filled  the 
office  of  United  States  attorney  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Mrs.  Swann,  the  governor's  mother,  had  been  Miss  Jane 
Byrd  Page,  a  descendant  of  the  famous  William  Byrd, 
at  one  time  receiver-general  of  the  colonies.  The  youth  of 
Thomas  Swann,  Jr.,  was  passed  among  such  surroundings 
as  would  inculcate  into  a  receptive  mind  all  the  polish  and 
refinement  of  manners  that  characterized  the  official  circles 
at  the  national  capital.  He  was  entered  at  Columbian 
College,  Washington,  and  subsequently  attended  the  Uni- 
versity of  Virginia.  Upon  the  completion  of  his  college 
career,  he  entered  his  father's  office  as  a  law  student,  and 
there  fitted  himself  for  the  legal  profession.  When  Presi- 
dent Jackson  appointed  the  United  States  commission  to 
Naples,  Mr.  Swann  was  chosen  secretary  of  that  body,  serv- 
ing in  this  capacity  until  the  work  of  the  commission  was 
finished. 

In  November,  1834,  Mr.  Swann  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Gilmor  Sherlock,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Sherlock;  and  as  a  consequence  of  this  marriage  there 
occurred  a  change  in  both  the  scene  and  character  of  his 
subsequent  activity.     First,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Balti- 
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more,  the  home  of  his  bride;  and  then,  with  his  coming  to 
the  Maryand  town,  he  made  his  appearance  as  a  railroad 
official.  He  acquired  considerable  stock  in  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  of  which  company  he  was  chosen  a 
director.  Upon  the  retirement  of  President  Louis  McLane 
in  1847,  Mr.  Swann's  was  elected  Mr.  McLane's  successor, 
and  with  his  induction  into  this  office  began  a  period  of 
determined  advance  in  the  "history  of  the  railroad.  After 
severing  his  connection  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohioin  1853, 
Mr.  Swann  assumed  the  presidency  of  the  Northwestern 
Virginia  Railroad  Company,  and  while  serving  as  presi- 
dent of  this  latter  enterprise  made  an  extensive  tour  of 
Europe. 

Upon  his  return  to  America,  he  appeared  to  have  lost  his 
ambition  to  be  a  railroad  builder  in  the  more  absorbing 
passion  for  political  honors.  At  all  events,  in  1856  Mr. 
Swann  announced  his  candicacy  for  mayor  of  Baltimore,  and 
was  elected  for  a  term  of  two  years.  He  was  reelected  for 
a  like  term  in  1858,  thus  serving  four  years  in  this  office ;  and 
it  would  be  difficult  to  overestimate  the  importance  which 
attaches  to  these  years  in  the  chronicles  of  Baltimore's 
growth.  The  primary  accomplishment  of  the  mayoralty 
administration  of  Mr.  Swann  was  the  establishment  of  a 
streetcar  service.  In  securing  this  modern  convenience  for 
the  people  of  the  city  he  at  the  same  time  planned  carefully 
and  wisely  that  the  municipality  should  receive  from  those 
favored  with  the  privilege  of  laying  tracks  and  operating 
cars  on  the  streets  an  equitable  return.  Thus  there  was 
devised  the  park-tax  system,  which  required  the  railway 
company  or  companies  to  pay  to  the  city  a  certain  percent- 
age of  their  earnings.  This  source  of  revenue  was  designed 
to  afford  the  means  for  developing  the  city  artistically, 
and  Mayor  Swann  had  it  specified  that  moneys  received  from 
the  car  lines  should  be  devoted  to  purchasing  and  maintain- 
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ing  land  as  public  parks.  He  was  responsible,  in  this  con- 
nection, for  the  acquisition  of  Druid  Hill  Park,  the  city's 
most  notable  public  pleasure  ground.  It  was  during  his 
administration,  too,  that  the  inadequate  volunteer  fire 
companies  were  superseded  by  a  municipal  fire  department 
and  the  old  fashioned  pumps  gave  way  to  steam  fire  engines. 

The  one  unfortunate  feature  of  Governor  Swann's  official 
relations  with  Baltimore  is  the  fact  that  he  appeared 
as  the  standard-bearer  of  the  know-nothing  party.  The 
first  municipal  election  in  which  he  was  a  candidate  was 
that  of  October  8,  1856;  and  in  certain  particulars  this 
election  filled  respectable  Baltimoreans  with  apprehension. 
There  was  dishonesty  in  voting,  there  was  violence  and 
bloodshed  around  the  polls,  and  there  was  on  the  part  of 
the  know-nothing  leaders  an  absolute  disregard  of  public 
morality. 

As  the  time  approached  for  the  gubernatorial  election  of 
1857  Governor  Ligon  became  uneasy  lest  the  ballot-box 
be  made  a  mockery  by  the  lawlessness  of  the  know-nothing 
politicians.  He  entered  into  communication  with  the  city 
officials,  looking  to  an  honest  election,  but  his  advances  were 
not  kindly  received  in  the  city.  Mr.  Ligon,  however,  was 
not  a  timid  man,  and  when  he  learned  of  the  officials' 
disinclination  to  cooperate  with  him  in  having  a  decent 
election  in  Baltimore,  he  promptly  gave  some  hint  of  his 
determination  to  down  rowdyism  as  a  political  factor  by 
issuing  a  proclamation  in  which  he  announced  that  Balti- 
more would  be  put  under  military  rule  on  election  day. 
The  proclamation  caused  much  excitement,  and  leading 
citizens  of  Baltimore  prevailed  upon  the  state  executive  to 
reconsider  his  purpose,  as  they  feared  a  conflict  between  the 
soldiery  and  the  people.  Mayor  Swann  then  declared  that 
every  precaution  would  be  taken  to  have  the  election  orderly, 
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provided  the  proclamation  was  superseded  by  another  can- 
celling the  order  for  military  rule. 

Despite  the  mayor's  assurance  the  same  reign  of  terror  and 
violence  marked  theelection,  and  Mr.  Hicks,  the  know-nothing 
candidate,  was  reported  to  have  polled  a  majority  of  9036 
votes  in  Baltimore.  There  were  repeated  efforts  at  this  time 
to  inaugurate  some  sort  of  reform  in  Baltimore  politics,  but 
the  movement  was  too  feeble  to  accomplish  its  object. 
Mayor  Swann  appeared  for  reflection  in  1858,  and  some 
idea  of  how  things  were  run  is  given  in  the  attitude  of  his 
opponent,  Mr.  A.  P.  Shutt.  About  noon  of  election  day 
Mr.  Shutt  advised  his  friends  to  make  no  further  effort  to 
cast  ballots  for  him,  declaring  that  their  ballots  would  be 
lost  anyway  and  that  any  effort  to  vote  other  than  a  know- 
nothing  ticket  meant  the  endangering  of  the  life  of  the  voter. 
The  majority  for  Mr.  Swann  was  declared  to  be  19,149. 
Up  to  i860  the  political  activities  of  Thomas  Swann  had 
been  confined  almost  entirely  to  Baltimore.  In  that  year 
however,  the  know-nothing  party  lost  its  hold  in  Maryland, 
while  elsewhere  in  the  nation  it  had  ceased  to  exist  some 
time  before.  The  conflict  incident  to  the  Civil  War  was  bring- 
ing about  a  change  in  the  political  complexion  of  the  nation, 
and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  know-nothing  follow- 
ing became  union,  and  later  republican;  while  part  of  the 
organization  attached  itself  to  the  democratic  party  either 
before  the  opening  of  the  war  or  shortly  thereafter.  Mr. 
-  Swann  early  took  a  decided  stand  against  secession.  When 
the  conflict  began  he  joined  the  forces  of  the  union  party 
and  labored  with  that  organization  during  the  four  years  of 
hostilities,  but  he  subsequently  became  a  democrat.  His 
speeches  during  the  period  from  1861  to  1864  focused 
upon  him  the  attention  of  the  union  party's  leaders  in 
Maryland,  and  when  the  state  convention  was  assembled 
on  October  18,  1864,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for 
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governor.  Under  the  constitution  of  1864,  which  was  in 
force  only  during  Governor  Swann's  administration,  a 
lieutenant-governor  was  provided  for,  and  the  uncondi- 
tional union  party  named  for  this  position,  as  Mr.  Swann's 
running  mate  Christopher  C.  Cox.  Swann  and  Cox  were 
elected,  and  Mr.  Swann  took  the  oath  of  office  on  January  1 1 , 

1865,  although  he  did  not  become  governor  de  facto  until  a 
year  later,  January  10,  1866. 

When  Mr.  Swann  assumed  the  reins  of  state  government 
in  1866  he  gave  his  fellow-citizens  every  reason  to  believe  - 
that  he  would  pursue  the  course  begun  by  his  predecessor, 
and  that  he  would  hold  steadfast  to  the  principles  of  the  union 
party.  But  when  that  party  turned  radical,  and  sought 
to  retain  power  in  states  where  its  adherents  were  few  by 
withholding  from  its  political  opponents  the  elective  fran- 
chise, Swann  refused  to  follow  it.  Almost  immediately 
after  his  induction  into  office,  Governor  Swann  gave  his  ear 
to  those  who  were  laboring  for  the  restoration  of  Maryland 
to  its  rightful  majority.  When  a  petition  bearing  more  than 
20,000  names  was  presented  to  the  general  assembly, 
asking  it  to  restore  to  Marylanders  the  elective  franchise, 
the  governor  sustained  the  petitioners,  but  the  legislature 
did  not  see  fit  to  grant  the  request. 

The  real  tug  of  war  came  later,  when  it  was  alleged  that 
the  police  commissioners  of  Baltimore  had  been  guilty  of 
partisan  conduct  in  the  municipal  election  on  October  10, 

1866.  The  commissioners  were  subject  to  removal  for 
.misconduct  by  the  legislature,  but  during  a  recess  this 

judicial  authority  devolved  upon  the  state  executive. 
Governor  Swann,  consequently,  advised  the  commissioners 
that  charges  had  been  made  against  them,  and  that  he 
would  sit  in  judgment  over  them;  but  the  commissioners 
denied  the  governor's  authority.  Nevertheless,  the  charges 
were  investigated  and  Governor  Swann  announced,  Novem- 
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ber  i,  1866,  that  Commissioners  Wood  and  Hindes  were 
found  guilty  and  dismissed,  while  Thomas  Valant  and 
James  Young  were  appointed  as  their  successors.  The 
old  commissioners  issued  warrants  for  the  arrest  of  their 
successors,  and  had  them  detained  in  jail  because  they 
refused  to  g"ve  bond  that  no  effort  would  be  made  to  sup- 
p'ant  the  men  whom  Governor  Swann  had  dismissed. 
Although  the  disagreement  between  the  state  executive 
and  the  old  commissioners  became  so  serious  that  Mr. 
Swann  requested  assistance  from  the  federal  government, 
a  fairly  peaceable  election  was  held  on  November  6,  when 
the  supporters  of  radical  disfranchisement  measures  met 
with  defeat. 

The  general  assembly  on  January  25, 1867,  elected  Gover- 
nor Swann,  on  the  eighth  ballot,  as  the  successor  of  John  A. 
J.  Creswell  in  the  United  States  senate.  After  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  for  the  inauguration  of  Mr.  Cox 
as  governor,  certain  leaders  of  the  democratic  party  pre- 
vailed upon  Swann  not  to  surrender  the  office  to  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor, who  was  a  radical,  for  fear  that  he  would 
undo  the  things  Swann  had  accomplished  in  restoring  the 
elective  franchise  to  Maryland's  democrats.  At  the  same 
time  word  came  from  Washington  that  the  senate  might 
refuse  the  credentials  of  the  senator-elect  on  the  ground 
that  he  had  been  too  liberal  toward  friends  of  the  southern 
cause.  This  latter  explanation  was  used  as  an  excuse  by 
Governor  Swann  in  declining  at  the  last  minute  to  resign. 
He  continued  as  governor  until  January  1869,  but  com- 
pensated Cox  for  his  disappointment  by  having  him  ap- 
pointed to  a  foreign  post. 

In  November  preceding  his  retirement  as  governor  Mr. 
Swann  appeared  as  a  candidate  for  congress  from  the 
fourth  district  and  was  elected,  despite  the  violent  opposi- 
tion of  the  republicans.     He  took  his  seat  in  the  house 
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of  representatives  in  1869,  and  after  serving  an  initial 
term  was  four  times  reelected,  carrying  his  congressional 
career  through  to  1879.  It  is  probable  that  as  a  member  of 
congress  he  found  the  most  congenial  public  office  to 
which  he  had  been  called  during  his  busy  life.  He  was  not 
a  great  public  speaker,  for  his  voice  lacked  the  volume  essen- 
tial to  effective  oratory;  nor  was  he  formidable  in  debate, 
since  he  had  too  deeply  ingrained  in  him  a  courtesy  of  man- 
ner that  left  his  adversary  unharmed;  but  as  an  executive 
he  was  far  above  most  of  the  men  with  whom  he  was  thrown 
in  public  affairs.  His  executive  ability  won  for  him  a  place 
upon  the  house's  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  and  during 
his  ten  years  in  congress  he  continued  a  member  of  this 
body.  In  this  connection  he  exerted  much  influence  in  the 
national  legislature.  The  position,  moreover,  brought  him 
in  intimate  relations  with  the  most  distinguished  foreigners 
in  Washington.  He  entertained  generously  and  was  enter- 
tained lavishly  in  return. 

Very  late  in  life,  Governor  Swann  made  a  second  venture 
into  matrimony.  On  June  20,  1878,  when  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  seventy-one  or  seventy-two,  he  married  Mrs. 
John  R.  Thompson,  a  social  leader  of  the  national  capital, 
who,  as  Miss  Josephine  Ward,  had  been  a  famous  belle  in 
New  York  society.  The  marriage  did  not  bring  much  joy 
to  the  aged  statesman  and  the  couple  soon  separated.  Gov- 
ernor Swann,  who  had  become  a  resident  of  Baltimore  in  the 
thirties,  removed  toJhis  old  home,  Morven  Park,  near  Lees- 
burg,  Va.,  after  the  close  of  his  congressional  career,  and  it* 
was  there  that  he  died  on  July  24,  1883.  Although  a  native 
of  the  Old  Dominion,  his  body  was  brought  for  burial  to  the 
city  and  state  that  he  had  adopted  as  his  own.  He  lies 
buried  in  Greenmount  Cemetery,  Baltimore. 
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A  certain  sentimental  interest  attaches  itself  to  the  first 
born.  This  is  so  not  only  in  the  family,  or  in  the  social 
world,  but  in  the  world  political  as  well,  for  just  as  seniority 
is  no  little  factor  in  determining  the  consideration  to  be 
shown  those  born  of  woman,  so  also  a  large  amount  of  honor, 
based  solely  upon  the  fact  of  priority  in  office,  is  given  to 
the  first  child  of  a  political  parent.  For  instance,  had 
Thomas  Johnson  lacked  the  discernment  essential  to  a 
successful  statesman  or  the  wisdom  necessary  to  a  capable 
legislator,  he  would  still  find  a  place  of  peculiar  distinction 
in  the  pages  of  Maryland  history  as  the  first  governor 
created  under  the  constitution  of  1776.  Following  after 
him  William  Grason,  regardless  of  the  intrinsic  worth  which 
he  so  largely  possessed,  would  have  been  set  down  as 
entitled  to  some  recognition  from  posterity  on  account  of 
having  been  the  first  state  executive  chosen  by  the  direct 
vote  of  the  people.  And  still  later  there  appears  Oden 
Bowie,  to  whose  name  attaches  considerable  interest  because 
he  was  the  first  governor  under  the  constitution  of  1867. 
It  must  not  be  supposed,  of  course,  that  Governor  Bowie 
is  dependent  upon  so  trivial  a  thing  as  his  position  in  the 
line  of  state  executives  for  fame.  Within  his  body  there 
was  housed  a  personality  that  would  have  won  for  him  dis- 
tinction independent  of  all  such  external  aids.  There  is, 
nevertheless,  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  contemplating  the 
Prince  George's  countian  as  the  initial  one  of  Maryland's 
truly  representative  governors. 
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Oden  Bowie  was  born  in  Prince  George's  county  on  No- 
vember 10,  1826,  the  eldest  son  of  Colonel  William  D.  and 
Mary  Eliza  (Oden)  Bowie.  His  father,  who  had  served 
in  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  farmed  the  1000-acre  estate 
of  Fairview  where  the  governor  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life.  Young  Bowie  studied  at  home  under  a  private 
tutor  until  his  tenth  year,  when,  upon  the  death  of  his 
mother,  he  was  sent  to  the  preparatory  school  attached  to 
St.  John's,  Annapolis.  He  remained  there  for  three  years, 
and  then  entered  St.  Mary's  Seminary,  Baltimore,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1845.  Shortly  after  leaving 
college  the  difficulties  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
fired  his  patriotism  and  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  battal- 
ion contributed  by  Baltimore  and  Washington  to  the  army 
of  invasion.  During  his  stay  in  the  south  he  took  part 
in  several  of  the  more  important  encounters.  For  his 
bravery  at  Monterey  he  was  promoted  to  a  lieutenancy,  and 
subsequently  waft. commissioned  a  captain  in  the  Voltigeur 
Regiment.  The  climate  of  Mexico,  however,  put  an  end  to 
Mr  Bowie's  military  career,  for  his  services  in  the  army, 
begun  under  such  auspicious  conditions,  were  brought  to  a 
unexpected  close  by  sickness.  Captain  Bowie  was  forced 
to  resign  his  commission  and  returned  home  before  the 
war  had  been  brought  to  its  successful  close. 

Immediately  upon  his  arrival  in  Prince  George's,  Mr. 
Bowie  appeared  as  a  candidate  for  member  of  the  house  of 
delegates.  His  opponents  made  much  of  the  youth  of  the 
warrior-candidate,  who  was  not  yet  of  age,  although  he 
would  have  attained  his  majority  before  being  called  upon 
to  assume  his  seat  if  elected;  and  in  consequence  of  the 
doubt  as  to  his  eligibility  Mr.  Bowie  was  defeated,  but  by  ten 
votes  only.  In  1849  he  once  more  came  before  the  people 
as  a  candidate  for  the  lower  branch  of  the  general  assembly, 
and  was  elected.    Two  years  later.  December  3,  1851,  he 
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was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Carter,  daughter  of  Charles  H. 
Carter — a  fellow-countian.  The  Bowies  lived  at "  Fairview," 
the  ancestral  estate  of  the  governor.  While  Mr.  Bowie 
devoted  much  time  thereafter  to  his  business  interests  in 
Baltimore,  and  also  to  politics,  he  managed  to  maintain 
his  Prince  George's  county  estate  as  "home."  He  lived 
there,  and  while  business  might  call  him  away  through 
the  day,  evening  invariably  found  him  back  on  the  farm. 

Although  Mr.  Bowie  served  in  both  the  house  of  dele- 
gates and  the  state  senate  prior  to  i860,  it  was  not  until  after 
that  time  that  he  loomed  up  big  in  the  public  affairs  of  his 
native  state.  In  i860  he  was  chosen  president  of  the 
recently  organized  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad,  and 
his  energy  and  good  management  were  largely  instrumental 
in  the  success  of  carrying  to  completion  this  line.  He  met 
with  serious  opposition  from  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  and 
had  to  war  with  this  company  unceasingly  to  prevent  it 
from  succeeding  in  its  efforts  to  keep  its  prospective  rival 
from  finishing  the  work  undertaken.  After  the  Baltimore 
and  Potomac  had  become  a  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  sys- 
tem Mr.  Bowie  was  retained  as  its  president.  The  office, 
however,  had  become  merely  a  nominal  one,  and  the  Mary- 
lander  was  continued  as  a  means  of  showing  the  company's 
appreciation  for  the  great  service  he  had  rendered  and  the 
interest  he  had  shown  in  the  building  of  the  line,  for  the 
actual  management  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Philadelphia 
office  of  the  railway  company. 

Oden  Bowie  appeared  as  a  candidate  for  the  state  senate 
from  Prince  George's  county  in  1861.  He  was  a  "peace" 
democrat,  but  certain  defeat  was  read  for  his  campaign 
by  the  interference  of  the  federal  forces  in  the  state  elec- 
tion. Although  an  ardent  democrat  and  also  a  warm 
sympathizer  with  the  south,  he  was  opposed  to  the  radical 
course  of  the  secessionists.     He  was  chairman  of  the  state 
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central  committee  during  the  war  and  was  a  delegate  to  the 
democratic  national  convention  of  1864,  which  nominated 
General  McClellan  for  president.  The  state  constitution 
of  1864  provided  for  a  governor  and  lieutenant-governor, 
and  in  the  election  under  the  operation  of  this  governmental 
instrument  Mr.  Bowie  was  named  as  the  democratic  nomi- 
nee for  the  second  position  on  the  ticket.  Mr.  Cox,  the 
union  candidate  for  lieutenant-governor,  who  had  the 
war  forces  with  him,  polled  in  Maryland  41,828  votes  as 
against  32,178  for  Mr.  Bowie.  Mr.  Bowie  was  elected 
to  the  state  senate  in  1867,  where  he  served  upon  several 
important  committees,  including  that  upon  federal  rela- 
tions. Early  in  this  year  began  the  agitation  for  a  constitu- 
tional convention,  and  when  the  people  of  Maryland  who 
were  then  eligible  to  vote  were  asked  to  decide  if  a  conven- 
tion should  be  called,  out  of  the  58,718  votes  cast  on  the 
13th  of  April,  34,534  were  for  a  convention  and  24,136 
against  it. 

The  convention  met  on  May  8,  1867,  and  continued  in 
session  until  August  17,  and  the  document  which  it  devised 
was  submitted  to  the  people  of  Maryland  on  September  18, 
1867,  when  it  was  adopted  by  a  small  majority.  This  con- 
stitution restored  to  thousands  of  disfranchised  Maryland- 
ers  the  right  to  vote,  and  at  the  state  election  on  November 
5,  1867,  the  democrats  carried  everything  before  them. 
Mr.  Bowie,  who  had  been  largely  instrumental  in  bringing 
about  the  change,  was  the  nominee  for  governor  on  the 
democratic  ticket  and  of  the  85,744  votes  cast  63,694  were 
given  to  him,  while  the  legislature  chosen  for  the  following 
year  presented  the  unusual  spectacle  of  a  general  assembly 
without '  an  opposition — every  member  elected  being  a 
democrat. 

Under  the  constitution  of  1867  the  first  state  executive 
elected  was  to  serve  for  only  three  years,  but  all  subse- 
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quent  governors  were  to  be  chosen  for  a  four-year  term. 
Mr.  Bowie  qualified  as  Swann's  successor  on  January  8, 
1868,  although  he  did  not  become  governor  de  facto  until 
a  year  later,  or  January  13, 1869.  He  remained  in  office 
until  January  10,  1872. 

The  greatest  task  of  Mr.  Bowie's  administration  was  the 
readjustment  of  a  host  of  state  affairs  after  the  disarrange- 
ment consequent  upon  the  troubled  times  of  the  conflict 
between  the  North  and  South.  By  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution  under  which  he  served  as  governor  the  polit- 
ical machinery  of  the  state  had  been  restored  to  the  proper 
authority  and  Governor  Bowie  was,  therefore,  little  troubled 
with  political  affairs.  To  him  came  rather  the  great  business 
problems  of  the  commonwealth,  such  as  a  settlement  of 
the  dispute  with  Virginia  regarding  oyster  beds,  the  collec- 
tion of  arrears  from  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and 
adjustment  of  Maryland's  war  claims  against  the  federal 
government  and  kindred  subjects.  He  courageously 
opposed  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  in  its  endeavors 
to  block  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad;  he  exerted  a 
great  influence  upon  the  management  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  which  began  to  fulfill  promises 
which  had  been  made  for  it  in  the  days  when  it  was  first 
projected;  he  took  the  initiative  in  providing  for  Maryland 
a  general  improvement  of  its  roads,  and  he  was  active  in 
the  interest  of  public  education. 

With  the  close  of  his  administration,  when  he  retired  from 
politics,  began  his  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  Baltimore 
City  Passenger  Railway.  Mr.  Bowie  was  elected  president 
of  the  street  railway  company  in  1873,  when  its  stock,  with 
a  par  value  of  $25,  was  selling  at  $14;  when  no  dividends 
had  been  paid  for  several  years,  and  tf hen  the  city  held  a 
claim  against  it  for  $100,000  for  park  tax  arrears .  Further- 
more, the  equipment  and  trackage  were  in  wretched  condi- 
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tion.  Under  his  management  the  city's  claim  was  paid, 
the  horse-car  lines  operated  by  the  company  were  changed 
to  rapid  transit  and  the  stock  was  greatly  enhanced  in 
value.  Governor  Bowie's  presidency  of  the  company  con- 
tinued until  his  death  in  1894,  and  it  was  through  his  efficient 
management,  in  a  large  measure,  that  the  great  strides  made 
by  the  City  Passenger  Railway  were  accomplished. 

In  1870  Mr.  Bowie  became  president  of  the  Maryland 
Jockey  Club,  which  was  organized  about  that  time,  and  in 
whose  formation  he  was  active.  It  was  to  him  that  chief 
credit  was  due  for  the  acquisition  of  the  Pimlico  racetrack  by 
the  Maryland  Jockey  Club.  His  own  stables  were  renowned 
throughout  the  land  and  his  colors  were  seen  upon  every 
racetrack  of  note  in  the  country,  while  his  horses — among 
them  Crickmore,  Compensation,  Oriole  and  Belle  d'Or — 
brought  to  their  breeder  both  pleasure  and  wealth.  At  his 
Prince  George's  county  home  Mr.  Bowie  had  a  three-quar- 
ter mile  racetrack,  and  here  he  exercised  the  thorough- 
breds that  found  shelter  in  his  five  stables.  In  1890  Mr. 
Bowie  had  a  nervous  breakdown,  and  the  physician  whom 
he  consulted  declared  it  imperative  that  he  immediately 
cease  his  attendance  upon  races  and  also  sell  his  horses. 
Governor  Bowie  thereupon  retired  from  the  turf,  but  he 
frankly  admitted  that  the  greatest  sorrow  that  his  life  had 
known,  or  ever  could  know,  was  that  moment  when  he  con- 
cluded to  part  with  his  thoroughbreds.  He  died  December 
4,  1894,  at  Fairview,  and  his  body  was  placed  at  rest  in 
the  family  burial  plot  but  a  short  distance  from  the  home  in 
which  he  had  passed  most  of  his  life. 
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There  is  need  to  enter  protest  occasionally  against  the 
practice  of  crediting  all  virtues  to  ages  past,  a  practice  aris- 
ing from  an  unconscious,  though  harmful,  pessimism.  Cer- 
tain phrases  that  are  in  daily  use  by  the  people — such,  for 
instance,  as  "gentleman  of  the  old  school"  when  applied 
to  a  man  who  is  courteous  in  manner,  dignified  in  bearing, 
and  upright  in  life — are  so  employed  as  to  intimate  that 
in  the  dim  days  of  yesteryear  a  better  race  of  citizens  was 
developed  than  is  possible  under  existing  conditions.  Igno- 
rance is  generally  responsible  for  the  blunders  along  this 
line.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  righteous  man  is  not  good 
because  his  times  are  good,  but  because  his  conscience 
is  untrammeled;  the  wise  man  does  not  procure  breadth  of 
mind,  he  develops  it ;  and  the  truly  brave  man  is  not  depend- 
ent upon  those  about  him  for  courage  to  abide  by  the  right. 
Commonplaceness  in  natural  endowments,  in  conduct  and 
in  accomplishments  may  be  general;  but  greatness  invari- 
ably is  individual.  Mr.  Whyte  was  constantly  written  down : 
41 A  democrat  of  the  old  school, "  a  term  which  not  only  did 
the  distinguished  statesman  a  wrong,  but  was  grossly  unfair 
to  modern  democracy.  The  democratic  party  of  the  forties 
and  fifties  was  not  better,  indeed,  it  was  not  as  good  as  the 
democratic  party  of  the  twentieth  century,  and  the  same 
is  true  of  the  organization  which  late  in  the  fifties  assumed 
the  name:  republican.  There  was  more  wickedness  and 
less  righteousness  in  politics  in  those  years,  than   at   the 
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present  time;  and  whatever  distincton  has  been  won  by 
men  in  the  class  with  Governor  Whyte,  came  to  them,  not 
because  of  the  times  in  which  they  were  reared,  but  rather 
because  they  themselves  were  in  large  measure  out  of  tune 
with  their  times. 

William  Pinkney  Whyte  was  born  in  Baltimore,  August 
9,  1824,  the  son  of  Joseph  White  and  Isabella  Pinkney 
White.  On  his  father's  side  he  was  a  grandson  of  Dr.  John 
Campbell  White,  who  in  1798  came  to  America  as  the  result 
of  the  failure  of  the  Irish  rebellion  in  which  he  had  taken 
part;  on  his  maternal  side  Governor  Whyte  was  a  grandson 
of  William  Pinkney,  who  served  Maryland  with  much  dis- 
tinction, and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a  member  of  the 
United  States  senate.  A  disagreement  upon  a  business 
matter  between  the  father  of  Governor  Whyte  and  his 
two  uncles  caused  two  of  the  former's  sons  to  make  such 
changes  in  their  names  as  would  distinguish  them  from 
their  uncles'  branches  of  the  family:  Governor  Whyte  sub- 
stituted the  "y"  in  his  surname  in  place  of  "i,"  but  his 
brother  became  Campbell  White  Pinkney. 

Although  Governor  Whyte  received  a  thorough  elemen- 
tary education,  the  need  of  earning  his  own  living  prevented 
him  from  going  beyond  the  secondary  schools.  He  was  a 
student  for  some  years  at  the  school  which  R.  M.  McNally 
— sometime  in  the  personal  service  of  the  great  Napoleon — 
conducted  in  Baltimore  after  the  downfall  of  the  French 
monarch;  but  in  1842,  when  Mr.  Whyte  was  eighteen  years 
of  age,  he  was  forced  to  leave  the  studies,  in  which  he  was 
considerably  engrossed,  to  take  a  position  in  the  commercial 
world,  for  which  he  entertained  no  special  affection.  His 
first  position  was  with  the  banking  house  of  Peabody,  Riggs 
and  Company — founded  by  George  Peabody — where  he 
remained  for  two  years.  He  then  decided  to  study  law, 
and  resigned  his  position  with  the  banking  house,  1843, 
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to  enter  the  office  of  the  law  firm  of  Brown  and  Brune.  He 
read  law  here  for  a  year,  and  later  entered  Harvard  Law 
School  at  Cambridge.  Mr.  Whyte  returned  to  Baltimore 
in  1845,  and  for  the  next  year  continued  his  studies  under 
Judge  John  Glenn.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1846. 
At  this  time  he  also  made  his  appearance  as  a  political 
factor,  being  one  of  the  five  democratic  candidates  for  the 
house  of  delegates  from  Baltimore.  In  the  fall  of  that  year 
he  was  elected,  beginning  his  service  in  January,  1847. 
This  small  experience  whetted  Mr.  Whyte's  appetite  for 
larger  things  and  he  entered  the  congressional  primaries 
two  years  later  against  John  Nelson,  former  attorney- 
general  of  the  United  States.  Although  Mr.  Whyte  won 
the  nomination,  he  was  unable,  in  the  election,  to  overcome 
the  predominance  of  whig  sentiment  in  the  district  and 
his  chief  gain  from  the  campaign  was  the  glory  of  having 
made  a  good  fight.  For  several  years  thereafter  he  gave 
his  time  to  his  legal  practice,  declining  a  renomination  for 
state  delegate,  but  early  in  the  fifties  he  was  named  for 
comptroller  and  elected.  He  served  for  the  one  term  of 
two  years  during  the  first  half  of  Governor  Ligon's  admin- 
istration, but  refused  to  allow  his  name  to  be  put  up  for 
another  term  in  1856. 

It  was  somewhat  in  a  spirit  of  patriotism  that  Mr.  Whyte 
once  more  made  a  fight  for  election  to  congress  in  1857.  At 
this  period  know-nothingism  was  supreme  in  the  Monu- 
mental city,  and,  while  it  required  courage  to  be  the  sup- 
porter of  an  opponent  of  the  know-nothing  party,  it  called 
for  absolute  fearlessness  to  be  such  a  candidate-opponent. 
But  the  friends  of  good  government  persuaded  Mr.  Whyte 
that  by  going  into  the  contest,  although  his  defeat  was 
assured,  he  would  be  able  to  aid  reform  matters  in  Mary- 
land. J.  Morrison  Harris,  the  know-nothing  candidate, 
was  declared  elected  by  Governor  Hicks,  himself  a  violent 
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know-nothing;  but  Mr.  Whyte,  who  had  entered  the  cam- 
paign for  the  purpose  of  purifying  politics,  did  not  allow  the 
matter  to  rest  here,  and  he  contested  the  seating  of  his 
opponent.  Although  the  congressional  committee  which 
investigated  the  matter  reported  in  favor  of  the  unseating 
of  Mr.  Harris,  certain  leaders  in  congress  succeeded  upon 
a  purely  partisan  vote  in  having  the  report  laid  upon  the 
table. 

From  i860  to  1868  Mr.  Whyte  was  not  much  in  the  public 
eye.  In  sympathy  with  the  south,  his  physical  condition 
at  that  time  was  not  such  as  to  permit  him  to  bear  arms; 
and  drafted  for  military  service  on  one  occasion  by  the 
federal  troops  he  was  declined  as  "unfit"  by  their  medical 
examiner.  With  many  another  noncombatant  he  was 
deprived  of  his  rights  as  a  citizen  in  the  reign  of  the  more 
bitter  ^constructionists,  and  during  this  period  of  tem- 
porary disenfranchisement  he  visited  Europe  with  his  sons. 
Upon  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  1867,  however, 
Mr.  Whyte  was  once  more  enabled  to  take  a  leading  part 
in  both  state  and  national  affairs.  He  was  a  delegate  to 
the  national  democratic  convention  of  1868,  and  in  the 
same  year  received  his  first  appointment  as  a  member  of 
the  United  States  senate.  When  Reverdy  Johnson  resigned 
his  seat  in  the  upper  house  of  congress  that  he  might  accept 
from  President  Johnson  the  appointment  of  minister  to 
the  court  of  St.  James,  Governor  Swann  named  Mr.  Whyte 
to  fill  the'unexpired  term  from  July  10,  1868,  till  the  fol- 
lowing year,  when  William  T.  Hamilton,  who  had  been 
elected  to  the  United  States  senate  by  the  legislature 
prior  to  Mr.  Whyte's  appointment,  took  his  seat.  Brief 
as  was  that  period,  in  it  Senator  Whyte  found  opportunity 
not  only  to  distinguish  himself,  but  to  render  a  signal  ser- 
vice in  upholding  the  constitution.  Congress  was  then 
at  odds  with  the  president,  and  when,  on  December  9,  1868, 
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his  annual  message,  in  which  he  roundly  scored  his  ene- 
mies, was  received,  the  radicals  interrupted  its  reading  and 
moved  to  have  it  placed  upon  the  table.  Senator  Whyte, 
one  of  a  handful  of  congressmen  who  had  not  been  infected 
with  hatred  for  Andrew  Johnson,  calmly  and  fearlessly 
pointed  out  to  his  colleagues  that  the  constitution  instructed 
the  president  to  send  at  prescribed  periods  a  message  to 
congress,  and  for  congress  to  refuse  to  receive  it  would  be 
a  violation  of  the  constitution,  and  the  message  was  read. 

Mr.  Whyte  was  named  on  the  democratic  ticket  for  gover- 
nor in  the  spring  of  187 1,  and  in  the  campaign  was  opposed 
by  Jacob  Tome,  republican.  The  campaign  has  interest 
outside  of  its  general  aspect  inasmuch  as  it  was  the  first 
•  Maryland  state  election  in  which  the  negro  was  permitted 
to  exercise  the  elective  franchise.  This  departure  accounts 
for  the  falling  off  from  40,000  majority  given  Governor 
Bowie  in  1867  to  a  little  more  than  15,000  for  Mr.  Whyte 
in  1 87 1.  Mr.  Whyte  was  inaugurated  governor  on  January 
10,  1872,  and  for  a  little  more  than  two  years  thereafter,  he 
administered  the  affairs  of  the  executive  office.  *  His  admin- 
istration was  efficient  and  fulfilled  the  most  sanguine  hopes 
of  his  supporters,  and  yet  there  was  not  much  of  distinction 
about  it.  Were  his  services  as  a  legislator  less  conspicuous, 
it  is  possible  that  the  governorship  of  Mr.  Whyte  might 
appear  to  greater  advantage;  but  as  a  lawmaker  his  life 
had  been  so  eventful,  while  as  executive  his  administration 
was  cast  in  a  time  so  bare  of  incident,  that  Governor  Whyte 
seems  completely  overshadowed  by  Senator  Whyte.  Fur- 
thermore, when  the  legislature  which  met  in  the  early 
part  of  1874  undertook  to  provide  a  successor  for  Senator 
Hamilton,  its  choice  fell  upon  Governor  Whyte,  and  thus 
was  brought  to  a  premature  end  his  career  as  chief  magis- 
trate of  Maryland. 

Governor  Whyte,  upon  being  elected  United  States  sena- 
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tor,  immediately  laid  before  the  legislature  his  resignation 
as  governor,  although  the  term  for  which  he  was  chosen 
was  not  to  begin  until  full  twelve  months  later.  This 
course  was  taken  in  order  that  the  legislature  might 
duly  select  a  successor.  James  Black  Groome  having  been 
chosen  for  the  unexpired  term  as  governor,  Mr.  Whyte 
relinquished  the  office  on  March  4,  1874,  and  devoted  the 
months  until  March  4,  1875,  when  he  entered  congress, 
to  his  legal  practice  and  private  affairs.  During  this  period 
he  served  his  state  as  special  counsel  in  the  boundary-dis- 
pute case  between  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and,  due  to  his 
energetic  prosecution  of  the  Old  Line  state's  claim,  his 
native  commonwealth  gained  a  signal  victory. 

From  March  4,  1875, to  March  3,  1881,  Mr.  Whyte  rep- 
resented Maryland  in  the  United  States  senate,  and  those 
six  years  mark,  perhaps,  the  most  brilliant  period  of  his 
public  career.  He  had  stepped  out  of  the  executive  man-  ^ 
sion  to  don  the  toga,  and  it  was  not  long  before  evidence  was 
given  of  the  wisdom  which  prompted  the  change.  In  his 
earlier  short  term  in  the  senate,  Mr.  Whyte  had  been  called 
to  perform  vastly  different  service  from  what  was  now 
required  of  him.  To  war  against  popular  prejudice,  to 
champion  an  unloved  president,  was  the  most  that  he  then 
could  do;  but  his  second  term  in  the  senate  found  the  nation 
at  that  period  of  its  life  when  the  democratic  party  could 
become  constructive  once  more;  when  it  could,  even  though 
in  the  minority  in  congress,  exert  a  mighty  influence  in 
the  nation's  affairs. 

This  term  in  the  senate  from  1875  to  1881  is  marked  by 
three  chapters  of  unusual  brilliancy:  these  are  Senator 
Whyte's  championship  of  sound  currency,  at  a  time  when 
the  congress  of  the  United  States  was  being  tempted  to 
adopt  a  false  financial  policy;  his  determined  opposition  to 
a  course  in  the  presidential  election  of  1876  that  lost  to 
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Tilden  his  undoubted  victory  over  Hayes  through  the  action 
of  the  national  legislature;  and  his  devising  a  form  of  gov- 
ernment for  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  the  last  of  these 
services  Senator  Whyte  made  the  greatest  personal  con- 
tribution to  the  nation's  welfare,  for  he  labored  individ- 
ually to  a  larger  extent  than  in  either  of  the  other  two 
causes. 

It  was  in  1880  that  the  rupture  between  Senator  Whyte 
and  Mr.  Gorman  occurred.  The  legislature  of  that  year 
was  called  upon  to  select  a  successor  to  Senator  Whyte,  who 
had  some  time  previously  announced  that  he  would  not  be 
a  candidate  for  reelection.  Subsequently,  however,  cer- 
tain leading  democrats  declared  that  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Whyte  from  the  United  States  senate  would  be  an  irrep- 
arable loss  to  both  state  and  nation,  and  they  prevailed 
upon  him  to  alter  his  purpose.  Mr.  Whyte  had  on  more 
than  one  occasion  accepted  the  decree  of  other  friends  of 
good  government  in  preference  to  his  personal  judgment, 
and  he  followed  a  like  course  now.  But  in  the  meantime 
Mr.  Gorman,  who  had  previously  disclaimed  any  intention 
of  seeking  senatorial  honors,  listened  to  the  siren  voices  of 
those  who  would  make  him  Whyte's  successor,  and  his 
professed  determination  was  changed  almost  simultane- 
ously with  that  of  Senator  Whyte.  As  a  consequence  the 
supporters  of  the  two  candidates  engaged  in  a  bitter  con- 
test for  the  senatorship,  and  the  Gorman  element,  having 
had  a  slight  advantage  in  point  of  preparation,  won  out. 

The  same  year  that  Senator  Whyte  retired  from  congress, 
the  Old  Line  democrats  of  Baltimore  inaugurated  their 
movement  for  reform  within  the  party  lines.  They  named 
Mr.  Whyte  as  their  candidate  for  mayor,  and  the  regular 
or  organization  democrats,  finding  themselves  too  weak 
for  warring  on  both  the  reform  candidate  and  the  repub- 
licans, also  named  Mr.  Whyte  for  first  place  upon  the  regular 
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democratic  ticket.  Then  the  republicans,  duly  impressed 
with  the  former  senator's  strength,  declined  to  name  an 
opposing  candidate,  and  so  it  was  that  Mr.  Whyte  was 
elected  mayor  of  Baltimore  without  opposition,  in  1881. 
Although  he  found  his  new  duties  somewhat  irksome,  he 
held  faithfully  to  the  office  to  which  he  had  been  elected; 
and  in  some  matters,  such  as  the  question  of  the  water 
department,  he  succeeded  in  improving  the  service  given 
the  residents  of  the  municipality.  It  was  not  long,  however, 
before  he  once  more  found  himself  in  conflict  with  Senator 
Gorman.  In  1882  the  so-called  "new  judge"  movement 
occurred.  Several  judges  were  to  be  elected  in  Baltimore, 
and  a  ticket  of  men  already  on  the  bench — all  known  to  be 
kindly  disposed  personally  to  Mr.  Whyte — was  regularly 
named  by  the  democrats.  Then  the  Gorman  democrats, 
who  did  not  favor  Whyte's  influence  in  city  politics,  started 
a  revolt.  The  war-cry  was,  that  Mayor  Whyte  was  seeking 
to  be  dictator  in  Baltimore's  public  affairs;  new  candidates 
for  judges  were  named  and  the  assertion  made  that  this 
second  ticket  was  brought  into  the  field  solely  because  of 
the  need  for  reform  in  the  judiciary.  The  Gorman  forces, 
aided  considerably  by  republicans,  defeated  the  so-called 
"Whyte  judges,"  and  the  next  year,  1883,  at  the  close  of 
the  mayoralty  term  for  which  Mr.  Whyte  had  been  elected, 
he  retired  from  politics  and  for  four  years  thereafter  gave 
his  entire  time  to  his  legal  practice. 

The  democratic  state  convention  of  1887,  which  nomi- 
nated E.  E.  Jackson  for  governor,  called  Senator  Whyte 
once  more  into  the  political  arena  by  naming  him,  without 
his  permission  or  knowledge,  for  attorney-general  of  Mary- 
land, an  office  to  which  his  grandfather,  William  Pinkney, 
had  been  elected  eighty-two  years  before.  Mr.  Whyte 
was  successful  in  the  campaign  and  for  the  next  four  years 
directed  the  affairs  of  the  attorney-general's  department 
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with  ability  and  justice.  In  the  year  that  he  terminated 
his  attorney-generalship,  Senator  Whyte  was  wedded  to 
Mrs.  Raleigh  Thomas,  a  widow  who  had  formerly  been 
Miss  Mary  McDonald.  This  marriage,  which  was  solem- 
nized on  April  22,  1892,  was  Mr.  Whyte's  second.  His 
first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  December  7,  1847,  was 
Miss  Louisa  D.  Hollingsworth,  of  Baltimore,  who  died  in 
1884. 

Mr.  Whyte  was  a  member  of  the  commission  appointed 
by  Mayor  Malster,  upon  authority  accorded  by  the  legis- 
lature of  1896,  to  frame  a  new  charter  for  Baltimore,  and 
was  chairman  of  this  body.  The  work  to  be  accomplished 
was  monumental;  the  time  at  the  commission's  disposal 
was  unfortunately  scant;  but  the  charter  commission  per- 
formed its  work  judiciously  and  promptly.  President 
Benjamin  Harrison  appointed  Senator  Whyte,  in  1889,  a 
delegate  to  the  congress  of  American  nations,  but  because 
of  pressing  public  duties  the  Marylander  had  to  decline 
the  honor. 

Appointed  city  solicitor  in  1900,  Senator  Whyte  performed 
the  duties  of  this  office  for  three  years.  Senator  Whyte 
retired  as  city  solicitor  in  1903,  and  for  the  three  years  there- 
after gave  his  time  chiefly  to  his  legal  practice.  But  in 
1906,  upon  the  death  of  Senator  Gorman,  he  was  once  more 
called  into  public  service.  Governor  Warfield  appointed 
Mr.  Whyte  to  the  vacant  senatorship  until  the  legislature 
should  in  due  form  elect  another.  The  commission  bore 
date  of  June  8,  1906.  In  the  first  democratic  senatorial 
primary  in  Maryland,  held  in  the  fall  of  1907,  Mr.  Whyte 
was  the  sole  candidate  to  be  his  own  successor  for  the 
remaining  portion  of  Mr.  Gorman's  unexpired  term,  and 
he  was  given  a  very  flattering  vote.  He  died  before  the 
completion  of  his  term,  March  17,  1908. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


■    I  r  "Y 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COPYRIGHT     1»0«.    BY  H.   E.   IUCHHOLZ. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1       »     i    .  ■ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JAMES  BLACK  GROOME 
1874-1876 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XXXVI 

JAMES  BLACK  GROOME 

Because  a  people  live  tinder  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment is  not  conclusive  evidence  that  all,  or  for  that 
matter  that  any  of  them  are,  as  far  as  political  views  are 
concerned,  positively  republican;  no  more  than  can  citi- 
zenship in  a  kingdom  or  principality  be  finally  accepted  as 
the  badge  of  royalism.  Indeed,  many  a  royalist  is  streaked 
with  republican  theories,  which  he  seeks  to  down  because 
he  fears  they  may  undermine  his  royalist  faith;  seldom,  if 
ever,  does  the  despot  believe  absolutely  in  despotism;  and 
the  professing  democrat  is  frequently  democratic  in  just 
so  much  as  suits  his  worldly  purpose.  In  brief,  within  a 
nation  whose  political  doctrines  have  been  produced  by 
natural  evolution  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  pure  type  of  any 
particular  class  of  political  believer.  The  masses,  of  course, 
are  not  generally  positive  in  their  convictions  as  are  the 
leaders — or,  at  least,  those  who  stand  forth  in  strong  relief 
against  the  background  of  the  average,  but  even  the  pro- 
fessions of  these  conspicuous  ones  are  distressingly  often 
at  variance  with  their  conscious  opinion.  Thus,  for  exam- 
ple, when  colonial  word- jugglers  cried:  "Give  us  liberty 
or  give  us  death,"  the  majority  had  in  mind  as  the  attain- 
ment of  the  former  simply  a  continuance  of  monarchical 
rule  under  home-made  rulers.  On  the  other  hand  many 
a  self-styled  republican  is  unable  to  distinguish  the  auto- 
cratic demagogue  from  the  true  democrat. 

When,  however,  the  historical  student  approaches  the 
life  of  Governor  Groome  and  lays  bare  the  most  secret 
Recesses  of  his  public  and  private  career,  he  is  tempted  to 
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write  him  down — a  democrat  pure  and  undefiled.  By  so 
doing  he  may  err,  but  it  will  be  an  excusable  transgression, 
for  the  record  left  by  the  man  who  succeeded  Governor 
Whyte  in  the  executive  mansion  is  deeply  impressed  with 
the  tracings  of  a  remarkably  democratic  spirit.  A  demo- 
crat, in  the  broader  sense,  is  "  one  who  believes  in  or  adheres 
to  democracy  as  a  principle  of  government  or  of  organized 
society;  one  who  believes  in  political  and  natural  equality; 
an  opponent  of  arbitrary  or  hereditary  distinction  of  rank 
and  privilege."  A  man  who  champions  the  masses  and 
opposes  the  classes  is  too  often  accorded  the  credit  of  being 
democratic,  but  he  is  no  more  democratic  in  truth  than  one 
who  favors  the  few  and  is  antagonistic  to  the  mass.  The 
real  democrat  is  he  who  is  able  to  be  friendly  to  the  many 
and  the  few  simultaneously,  who  will  not  oppose,  instinc- 
tively or  otherwise,  the  proud  nor  the  humble,  the  strong 
nor  the  weak,  the  rich  nor  the  poor;  one  who  will  not  dis- 
criminate in  favor  of  any  class  because  of  its  class — and 
such  a  man  was  Mr.  Groome.  The  first  claim  of  Governor 
Groome  to  posterity's  recognition  rests  upon  the  fact  that 
he,  to  an  extent  never  before  equaled  by  a  chief  magis- 
trate of  Maryland,  was  possessed  of  a  broad  and  undiluted 
democracy.  Governor  Groome,  according  to  a  very  sane 
editorial  in  his  home  paper  at  the  time  of  his  death,  "was 
everybody's  friend.  *  *  *  The  humblest  could  approach 
him  without  a  sense  of  restraint,  but  none  were  so  mighty 
as  to  feel  disposed  to  trifle  with  him. " 

James  Black  Groome,  born  on  April  4,  1838,  at  Elkton, 
Maryland,  had  his  early  life  cast,  in  an  atmosphere  of  cul- 
ture and  refinement.  His  father,  Col.  John  Charles  Groome, 
was  a  man  of  considerable  prominence.  A  lawyer  by  pro- 
fession, he  occasionally  took  a  hand  in  political  affairs,  and 
in  the  exciting  times  when  the  know-nothings  held  Mary- 
land in  a  grip  of  steel  opposed  Thomas  H.  Hicks  for  the 
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governorship,  but  was  defeated.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Black) 
Groome,  the  governor's  mother,  was  the  daughter  of 
Judge  Black,  of  New  Castle,  Delaware.  When  an  infant, 
James  Black  Groome  met  with  an  accident  that  resulted 
in  physical  injuries  from  which  he  never  fully  recovered,  and 
throughout  his  life  he  had  to  fight  constantly  against  sick- 
ness. When  a  youth  he  entered  Tennent  School,  at  Harts- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  to  prepare  for  Princeton  College,  but 
his  eyesight  failed  him  and  he  was  forced  to  abandon  his 
purpose  of  taking  a  collegiate  course.  He  made  the  best 
of  his  misfortune,  returned  home  and  studied  law  under 
his  father,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Maryland  in  1861. 
Unable  to  take  active  part  in  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Groome 
set  himself  the  task  of  watching  over  the  interests  of  those 
who,  because  their  bodies  were  stronger,  took  up  arms,  and 
as  soon  as  the  conflict  had  been  ended  he  worked  faithfully 
to  repair  the  injured  political  fabric.  Active  among  those 
who  favored  the  calling  of  a  constitutional  convention,  he 
was  a  delegate  from  Cecil  county  to  the  gathering  which, 
in  1867,  framed  the  present  constitution  of  Maryland. 
Under  the  operation  of  the  new  constitution,  Mr.  Groome 
labored  untiringly  for  the  success  of  the  democratic  party 
in  his  own  county,  though  he  did  not  appear  for  some  time 
as  a  candidate  for  office.  It  was  not  until  187 1  that  he 
asked  his  neighbors  to  honor  him  by  sending  him  to  the 
lower  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  in  the  election  he  was 
successful.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  house  of  dele- 
gates in  the  session  of  1872.  During  this  term  evidence  of 
Mr.  Groome's  popularity  among  the  Eastern  Shore  members 
was  shown  when  the  general  assembly  met  to  elect  a  United 
States  senator,  for,  although  not  able  to  marshal  enough 
votes  to  make  him  a  very  hopeful  aspirant,  he,  nevertheless, 
had  sufficient  support  for  the  senatorship  to  show  that  he 
was  highly  regarded  by  those  who  knew  him  best. 
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Mr.  Groome  stood  for  reelection  in  1873  and  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  legislature  which  met  in  the  following  year. 
Early  in  the  session  the  general  assembly  elected  William 
Pinkney  Whyte,  then  governor  of  Maryland,  to  a  seat  in  the 
United  States  senate;  and,  while  the  term  for  which  Mr. 
Whyte  was  chosen  did  not  begin  until  1875,  he  immediately 
placed  his  resignation  as  chief  magistrate  of  Maryland  before 
the  legislature  in  order  that  that  body  might  elect  his  suc- 
cessor. Of  the  many  aspirants  for  the  honor,  Mr.  Groome 
had  the  heartiest  support,  and  he  was  elected  governor  for 
the  unexpired  term  of  Mr.  Whyte.  The  latter  relinquished 
the  executive  office  on  March  4,  1874,  and  Mr.  Groome, 
who  assumed  the  duties  upon  that  occasion,  served  Mary- 
land as  its  executive  until  January  12,  1876,  when  his  suc- 
cessor, John  Lee  Carroll,  was  inaugurated. 

When  Mr.  Groome  became  governor  he  was  just  thirty- 
five  years  of  age,  and,  therefore,  one  of  the  youngest  chief 
magistrates  in  the  history  of  Maryland.  His  administra- 
tion, especially  at  its  close,  witnessed  much  bitter  feeling 
and  passion  in  Maryland,  part  of  which  found  expression 
in  the  contest  of  the  election  of  several  leading  state  offi- 
cials. A  notable  incident  in  this  connection  was  the  effort 
of  S.  Teackle  Wallis,  the  unsuccessful  candidate  for  attorney- 
general  in  the  election  of  1875,  to  prevent  the  governor 
from  issuing  a  certificate  of  election  to  his  opponent,  Charles 
J.  M.  Gwinn.  Governor  Groome's  position  was  one  of  ex- 
treme delicacy;  here  was  a  political  enemy  calling  upon  him 
to  sit  in  judgment  over  an  election  that  had  been  declared 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Gwinn,  whom  the  governor,  if  he  pursued 
a  strictly  partisan  course,  must  naturally  favor.  Through- 
out this  controversy,  Mr.  Groome  showed  that  same  absolute 
independence  of  partisan  bias  which  characterized  his  course 
generally  in  administering  the  affairs  of  the  state.  Gwinn 
was  successful  in  the  contest  but  every  opportunity  was 
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given  Mr.  Wallis  to  prove  his  claim.  Indeed,  Mr.  Groome 
went  so  far  as  to  choose  as  his  own  representative  in  the 
case  Wallis'  attorney,  explaining  afterwards  that  he  "knew 
that  this  selection  of  counsel  would  be  misunderstood  by- 
many  and  would  bring  upon  me  their  temporary  censure, 
but  I  knew,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances,  that  it  was 
eminently  the  proper  one  to  make,  and  I  made  it. " 

The  month  following  his  retirement,  Mr.  Groome  was 
married,  February  29,  1876,  to  Miss  Alice  L.  Edmondson, 
of  Talbot  county.  The  first  years  of  their  married  life 
were  passed  at  the  governor's  boyhood  home  in  Elkton; 
later  six  years  were  spent  in  Washington,  and  upon  the  close 
of  Mr.  Groome's  official  business  in  the  national  capital 
he  purchased  a  house  in  Baltimore,  where  he  passed  most 
of  his  remaining  years.  The  legislature  that  met  in  1878 
was  called  upon  to  elect  a  United  States  senator,  and  al- 
though he  had  as  his  opponents  such  men  as  ex-Governor 
Philip  Francis  Thomas,  Montgomery  Blair — postmaster- 
general  under  Lincoln,  and  Robert  M.  McLane,  Mr.  Groome 
was  chosen  for  the  six  years  beginning  March  4,  1879. 
The  full  term  that  Senator  Groome  was  in  congress  ran 
concurrently  with  the  closing  two  years  of  Senator  Whyte's 
term  and  the  opening  four  years  of  Mr.  Gorman's  term  in 
the  senate,  and  he  did  not  measure  up  spectacularly  to  the 
activity  in  the  national  legislature  of  either  of  these  Mary- 
landers.  He  was,  however,  no  pygmy  among  the  con- 
gressional giants;  he  helped  to  make  up  the  conscience  of 
the  senate,  he  contributed  much  toward  the  sound  reason- 
ing of  the  upper  house,  and  he  served  his  state  faithfully  in 
the  position  to  which  he  had  been  chosen.  His  record  in 
the  senate  might  have  been  a  somewhat  prouder  one 
though  it  could  not  have  been  cleaner,  had  not  ill  health 
at  times  prevented  him  taking  the  part  he  was  well  equipped 
to  play. 
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Senator  Groome's  term  in  the  senate  terminated  on 
March  3,  1885,  and  on  February  17,  in  the  year  following, 
he  was  appointed  by  President  Cleveland  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  the  port  of  Baltimore.  This  position — the  last 
public  office  he  held — he  filled  for  the  next  four  years. 
The  remaining  years  of  his  life  were  mostly  passed  in  his 
Baltimore  home,  where  he  died,  October  4,  1893.  His 
body  was  interred  in  the  Presbyterian  cemetery  at  Elkton. 
No  more  fitting  eulogy  could  be  penned  regarding  Governor 
Groome  than  a  certain  passage  which  he  himself  wrote 
when  making  his  final  address  as  governor  of  Maryland  to 
the  legislature  in  January,  1876:  "I  cannot  but  recall  with 
pleasure,  not  unmixed  with  pride,  the  fact  that  all  times 
during  my  term  in  office  *  *  *  I  have  freely  granted  a 
hearing  to  every  resident  of  Maryland,  however  humble, 
who  had  a  petition  to  present,  a  grievance  to  be  redressed 
or  a  suggestion  in  regard  to  any  public  matter  to  make. 
*  *  *  As  to  all  matters  of  public  interest,  I  desired 
the  whole  people  of  the  state  to  consider  themselves  my 
counselors.  If,  then,  the  state  has  been  the  loser  by  the 
fact  that  any  portion  of  her  citizens  did  not  aid  me  by  their 
advice  in  reaching  a  correct  conclusion  upon  any  important 
matter,  the  fault  was  with  those  citizens,  and  not  with  me. 
But  while  in  season  and  out  of  season  all  who  desired  it  have 
had  free  access  to  me,  none  has  been  permitted  to  obtain 
a  controlling  influence.  The  whole  responsibility  for  the 
mistakes  of  my  administration,  whatever  they  may  be, 
must  rest,  therefore,  upon  me,  for  all  my  official  acts  had 
the  approval  of  my  own  judgment." 
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Back  in  the  seventies  of  the  nineteenth  century,  when 
times  were  hard  and  money  scarce,  business  generally 
became  depressed.  To  be  able  to  eke  out  a  modest  living 
for  his  family  satisfied  the  average  business  man,  while  the 
big  corporations,  which  were  large  employers  of  labor, 
found  it  a  matter  for  careful  calculation  to  make  good  their 
reduced  payrolls.  The  railroads  especially  felt  the  full  bur- 
den of  the  commercial  sluggishness,  and  they  were  forced  to 
take  immediate  steps  looking  toward  a  lessening  of  operat- 
ing expense.  This  end  was  obtainable  by  one  of  two 
methods:  the  reduction  of  the  working  forces,  which  meant 
that  a  portion  of  the  employees  would  be  deprived  of  their 
entire  incomes,  or  a  decrease  in  the  scale  of  wages,  by  which 
the  working  corps  could  be  kept  intact.  The  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad,  among  others,  determined  upon  the  latter 
course.  But  when  the  announcement  of  this  plan  was  pub- 
lished there  resulted  some  muttering  among  the  workers 
to  be  affected,  particularly  among  the  firemen  and  brake- 
men.  This  leaven  of  dissatisfaction  spread  until  it  had 
aroused,  even  more  violently  than  the  men  most  concerned 
in  the  reduction,  a  host  of  disinterested  laborers,  who  sym- 
pathized with  the  railroad  men  chiefly,  perhaps,  because 
the  general  stagnation  of  business  had  brought  them  to  the 
point  of  ready  irritation.  A  strike  was  instituted;  the 
strikers  were  replaced  by  substitutes;  then  violence  followed 
and  the  men  who  refused  to  work  sought  to  prevent  more 
willing  ones  from  performing  their  duties.  This  initial 
uprising  was  mild,  but  it  was  sufficient  to  fire  the  hearts  of 
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thousands  upon  thousands  of  workmen  of  all  grades  and 
of  idlers  who,  as  one  body,  moved  to  usurp  the  authority  of 
law  in  Baltimore  and  in  other  parts  of  Maryland  and  to  in- 
augurate a  season  of  riot  rule. 

This  crucial  moment  in  the  history  of  Maryland  supplies 
an  appropriate  background  for  the  study  of  one  of  the 
commonwealth's  governors,  because  the  strike  afforded  him 
an  opportunity  for  displaying  those  traits  which  his  other- 
wise tranquil  life  had  concealed.  Inactivity  on  the  part  of 
state  officials  at  this  stage  was  certain  to  encourage  the 
rioters  in  their  unlawful  course;  but  on  the  other  hand  rash 
activity  was  equally  sure  to  incite  the  uprising  mobs — 
which  at  times  numbered  as  many  as  15,000  men  and  boys 
— to  greater  violence.  When  the  Baltimore  riot  assumed 
gigantic  proportions  there  entered  the  arena  the  chief 
magistrate  of  Maryland.  He  set  up  his  executive  office 
in  Baltimore  and,  entering  the  very  thickest  of  the  fight, 
he  pronounced  his  courageous  and  unalterable  decree: 
The  law  was  to  be  obeyed ;  if  any  man  had  suffered  wrong  his 
redress  must  be  through  lawful  channels,  for  whoever 
sought  to  disobey  or  disregard  the  law — whether  he  had 
been  wronged  or  not — would  find  the  state  powerful  and 
ready  to  punish  him  as  a  public  enemy.  There  was  neither 
class  favoritism  nor  unkindness  in  his  words,  but  behind 
the  utterance  was  an  irresistible  determination  and  also  a 
hint  of  that  same  righteous  fearlessness  that  had  prompted 
Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  one  hundred  years  before, 
to  sign  the  Declaration  of  Independence — for  this  chief 
magistrate  of  Maryland  was  a  descendant  of  the  illustrious 
signer:  he  was  Governor  Carroll. 

John  Lee  Carroll  was  born  on  September  30,  1830,  at 
Homewood,  the  old  Carroll  property  on  Charles  Street 
avenue  above  Thirty-first  street.  If  noble  deeds  and  vir- 
tuous living  can  put  their  stamp  upon  the  blood  of  those 
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who  perform  the  one  and  practice  the  other,  then  in  the 
veins  of  the  boy  there  coursed  the  best  colonial  blood  of 
Maryland.  He  was  a  son  of  Col.  Charles  and  Mary  Digges 
(Lee)  Carroll ;  the  former  a  grandson  of  perhaps  the  most 
famous  public  character  that  Maryland  has  produced — 
Charles  Carroll,  the  signer — and  the  latter  a  granddaughter 
of  Thomas  Sim  Lee,  who  in  the  early  days  of  Maryland's 
independence  twice  served  his  native  state  as  its  chief 
magistrate.  The  infant  days  of  John  Lee  Carroll  were 
passed  at  Homewood  but  when  he  had  reached  the  age 
of  three  his  father  removed  to  Doughoregan  Manor,  a 
much  more  expansive  estate  of  the  Carroll  family,  situated 
about  six  miles  from  Ellicott  City.  The  boy's  elementary 
studies  were  pursued  under  the  guidance  of  private  tutors 
at  the  manor;  but  in  1840,  when  ten  years  old,  he  was  sent 
to  Mount  St.  Mary's  College,  at  Emmitsburg,  where  he 
remained  for  two  years.  He  studied  for  a  brief  period 
thereafter  at  Georgetown  College  prior  to  his  entrance  at 
St.  Mary's  College,  Baltimore. 

During  the  three  years  that  Mr.  Carroll  spent  in  academic 
studies  at  St.  Mary's  he  decided  to  enter  the  legal  profession, 
and  with  this  end  in  view  he  went  to  Cambridge,  Mass., 
where  for  two  terms  he  attended  the  lectures  at  Harvard 
Law  School.  Upon  returning  to  Baltimore  he  entered  the 
law  office  of  Brown  and  Brune  as  a  student,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  upon  attaining  his  majority  in  1851. 
Before  beginning  his  professional  career,  however,  he  made 
a  trip  to  Europe  and  traveled  extensively  about  the  conti- 
nent. It  was  in  1854  that  he  settled  down  to  practice  law 
in  his  native  state,  and  the  following  year  he  was  named  by 
the  democratic  party  for  the  legislature,  but  was  defeated  by 
his  know-nothing  opponent.  About  this  time  Mr.  Carroll, 
while  en  a  visit  to  New  York,  met  Miss  Anita  Phelps, 
daughter  of  New  York's  famous  merchant,  Royal  Phelps, 
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and  he  was  married  to  her  on  April  24,  1856.  This  matri- 
monial venture  of  the  Marylander  threatened  to  deprive 
his  native  state  of  his  citizenship,  for,  although  he  continued 
his  law  practice  in  Baltimore  until  1858,  in  that  year,  upon 
the  solicitation  of  his  father-in-law,  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Mrs.  Carroll's  home  city. 

Upon  removing  to  New  York,  Mr.  Carroll  accepted  a 
position  as  deputy  clerk  and  United  States  commissioner 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  United  States  district  court, 
his  motive  being  to  gain  a  wide  legal  acquaintance  before 
setting  up  his  practice  in  that  city.  But  the  declining 
health  of  the  elder  Mr.  Carroll  and  the  gathering  of  war  clouds 
prompted  the  son  to  return  home  in  1861,  and  thereafter 
he  remained  a  constant  Marylander,  although  frequently 
leaving  his  home  for  foreign  shores.  With  his  return  to 
the  manor,  the  management  of  -the  estate  fell  largely  upon 
his  shoulders,  and  the  great  plantation,  with  its  200  slaves, 
was  no  light  burden  in  those  troubled  times.  In  1862  the 
senior  Mr.  Carroll  died,  naming  John  Lee  Carroll  as  his 
executor.  It  required  the  next  three  years  to  wind  up 
the  affairs  of  his  father.  By  this  settlement  Doughoregan 
became  the  property  of  Governor  Carroll's  brother,  Charles, 
from  whom,  however,  he  purchased  it  in  1867,  and  there- 
after made  it  ids  home.  The  estate  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
Maryland.  The  mansion  has  attached  to  it  a  chapel  in* 
which  the  neighbors  worship,  and  here  under  the  altar,  rests 
the  body  of  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton. 

Upon  the  completion  of  his  labors  as  his  father's  executor, 
Mr.  Carroll  once  more  ventured  into  the  field  of  politics. 
This  was  in  1867,  when  he  received  the  democratic  nomina- 
tion for  the  state  senate,  and  Was  elected  for  a  term  of 
four  years.  At  the  expiration  of  his  senatorship  he  appeared 
for  reelection,  and  was  once  more  successful.  During  this 
second  term,  Mrs.  Carroll  died,  1873,  and  the  master  of 
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Doughoregan  began  preparations  for  going  abroad,  in  order 
that  he  might  place  his  children — his  family  consisted  of 
five  sons  and  four  daughters — in  French  schools.  He 
remained  in  America,  however,  to  attend  the  session  of  the 
legislature  in  the  opening  months  of  1874,  and  was  elected 
president  of  the  senate  during  this  session.  After  having 
entered  his  sons  in  the  Jesuits  College  and  his  daughters 
in  the  Convent  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  near  Paris,  Senator 
Carroll  returned  to  America  in  the  early  part  of  1875,  aQd 
several  months  after  his  arrival  he  became  the  democratic 
nominee  for  governor  of  Maryland.  The  campaign  was 
one  of  the  bitterest  in  the  history  of  the  state.  Mr. 
Carroll  was  opposed  by  J.  Morrison  Harris,  who  in  earlier 
years  had  been  prominent  in  the  know-nothing  party, 
and  much  was  made  by  the  republican  spellbinders  of  Mr. 
Carroll's  devotion  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  The 
democratic  ticket  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  about  10,- 
000  out  of  a  total  of  157,984  votes;  but  immediately  the 
defeated  candidates  made  claims  of  fraud  and  intimidation 
on  the  part  of  the  democrats.     Mr.  Carroll's  election  was 

„  contested  before  the  legislature,  although  the  contestants 
were  not  able  to  substantiate  their  claims;  and  he  was 
inaugurated  on  January  12,  1876.  ] 

The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  strike — already  referred 

.  to — was  the  event  of  greatest  moment  in  the  Carroll  admin- 
istration. It  was  on  July  1 1, 1877,  that  the  company  issued 
its  notice  of  a  reduction  of  10  per  cent  in  the  wages  of  all 
men  receiving  more  than  $1  a  day.  In  making  the  announce- 
ment attention  was  called  to  the  general  business  depression 
and  the  necessity  of  a  more  economical  management  of  the 
company;  and  the  president  added : "  It  is  hoped  and  believed 
that  all  persons  in  the  service  of  the  company  will  appreciate 
the  necessity  of  and  concur  cordially  in  this  action."  The 
brakemen  and  firemen  did  not,  however,  "concur  cordially." 
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On  the  day  set  for  the  reduction  to  go  into  effect,  July  16, 
there  was  a  concerted  refusal  on  their  part  to  work.  The 
vacancies  thus  created  by  the  strikers  were  filled  with  sub- 
stitutes, and  then  the  strikers  became  violent.  The  strike 
fever,  which  was  general  throughout  the  Eastern  state?, 
was  stirred  to  white  heat  in  Maryland;  and  on  July  20,' 
Governor  Carroll  concluded  to  send  the  Fifth  and  Sixth 
Regiments  to  Cumberland,  where  the  strikers  were  doing 
considerable  damage  to  property.  But  the  announcement 
of  this  intention  created  wild  excitement  in  Baltimore. 
The  regiments,  due  partly  to  sympathy  with  the  strikers, 
especially  among  the  members  of  the  Sixth,  were  slow  in 
reporting  at  their  respective  armories.  The  military  call 
was  then  rung  from  the  City  Hall,  but  this  only  increased 
the  general  excitement;  and  for  several  days  thereafter 
vast  mobs  of  men  and  boys  and  women  crowded  about 
Camden  station  determined  to  oppose  the  departure  of  the 
militia. 

By  the  time  the  regiments  had  been  marched  to  Camden 
station,  on  July  20,  the  city  was  in  such  a  frenzy  that  Gover- 
nor Carroll,  who  was  personally  directing  affairs,  did  not 
dare  to  send  away  the  soldiery  that,  to  all  indications,  would 
be  needed  for  the  protection  of  law-abiding  citizens  of 
Baltimore  and  for  policing  the  city.  The  mob  reached 
such  proportions  that  the  governor  made  an  urgent  request 
of  President  Hayes  for  aid  from  the  federal  government, 
and  he  received  assurance  that  the  required  troops  would  be 
hurried  to  the  city.  In  the  meantime,  however,  the  heroic 
efforts  of  Baltimore's  police  and  the  hearty  support  of  part 
of  the  militia  enabled  the  state  executive  to  suppress  the 
riot  spirit  before  the  federal  troops  arrived.  The  mob  had 
at  most  been  only  temporarily  quieted;  there  were  still 
threats  of  a  fresh  outbreak;  and  yet  at  this  stage  of  the 
trouble  Governor  Carroll  revealed  somewhat  of  his  courage 
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and  solicitude  for  the  people  who  had  entrusted  their  lives 
in  his  hands,  by  seeking  to  divert  to  Cumberland  the  aid 
promised  by  the  Washington  government  to  Baltimore. 
On  Saturday,  July  21,  Camden  station  was  set  on  fire  and 
other  buildings  were  given  to  the  flames  by  the  rioters. 
fTfoops  began  to  arrive  from  the  various  federal  forts, 
*  despite  Governor  Carroll's  cancellation  of  his  request  for 
such  aid,  and  these  established  themselves  in  the  city  with 
headquarters  at  Barman's  Hotel,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the 
governor.  Again  on  the  twenty-second  an  attack  was  made 
on  Camden  station,  but  on  this  occasion  the  forces  under 
Governor  Carroll  surrounded  the  rioters  and  drove  several 
hundred  of  them  into  the  building,  where  they  were  cap- 
tured, bound  and  carted  off  to  jail — and  the  backbone  of 
the  uprising  in  Baltimore  was  practically  broken.  By 
the  next  day  the  riot  was  dead,  although  the  labor  conflict 
continued  for  some  time  thereafter  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  notably  around  Pittsburg. 

Early  in  his  administration  was  held  the  Centennial 
Exposition,  in  Philadelphia,  and  Governor  Carroll,  who 
attended  with  his  staff,  was  given  a  notable  reception. 
While  in  the  executive  mansion,  Governor  Carroll  made  his 
second  matrimonial  alliance,  his  bride  being  Miss  Mary 
Carter  Thompson,  daughter  of  Judge  Lucas  Thompson,  of 
Staunton,  Virginia,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  April,  1877. 
Mrfc.  Carroll  died  in  1899.  After  the  close  of  his  administra- 
tion, Mr  Carroll  contented  himself  with  supervising  his 
Howard  county  plantation  and  with  looking  after  his  other 
business  and  his  social  engagements.  Although  asked  on 
several  occasions  to  become  a  candidate  for  public  service, 
he  declined  to  re-enter  the  political  field  as  an  aspirant  for 
office,  but  he  frequently  served  other  candidates  upon 
the  stump.  In  the  first  Cleveland  campaign  he  was  espe- 
cially active,  and  spoke  for  the  democratic  national  ticket 
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throughout  the  state.  Had  Governor  Carroll  done  no  more 
than  pilot  the  state  safely  through  the  troubled  sea  of  labor 
disturbances  in  1877,  he  would  still  be  entitled  to  a  large 
share  of  fame.  But  he  accomplished  other  things  of  per- 
manent value;  he  did  enough  outside  of  his  settlement  of  ^ 
the  labor  riots  "to  cause  endless  regret  that  his  services  for 
the  state  should  have  covered  so  brief  a  period.  From  his 
entrance  into  office  as  a  member  of  the  legislature,  in  1868 , 
to  the  close  of  his  administration,  in  1880,  was  just  twelve 
years;  while  the  span  of  his  life  has  so  far  stretched  over 
seventy-eight  years.  The  shorter  period,  marked  with  its 
brilliant  public  service,  however,  does  not  overshadow  the 
longer  period,  with  the  equally  meritorious  contribution  of 
John  Lee  Carroll  to  the  weal  of  the  nation  in  his  rdle  of  a 
model,  public-spirited  citizen. 
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Economy,  if  not  actuated  by  selfishness,  is  a  praiseworthy 
attribute;  when  prudence,  and  not  avarice,  inspires  the 
economist,  he  practices  an  admirable  virtue,  and  one  most 
difficult  to  cultivate.  It  matters  not  whether  the  field  of 
his  activity  be  in  the  home  or  in  the  outside  world,  the 
righteous  economist  deserves  a  wreath  of  roses — or  if  he  pur- 
sues his  practice  in  the  political  world,  a  halo,  for  the  world 
politic  is  not  the  place  best  adapted  for  introducing  eco- 
nomic doctrines.  With  the  subject  of  political  adminis- 
tration there  is  strongly  associated  in  the  public  mind  an 
idea  of  necessary  extravagance  with  public  funds  and  a 
disregard  of  the  return  received  for  salaries  paid  to  public 
servants,  whose  employment  is  looked  upon  as  part  of  the 
patronage  falling  to  political  workers.  For  this  reason, 
while  the  theoretical  economist  makes  an  admirable  candi- 
date, the  practical  economist,  if  given  office,  is  apt  to  prove 
disappointing  to  the  "spoils-seekers"  of  his  party.  The 
men,  as  a  rule,  who  most  heartily  support  a  man  for  an 
elective  office  carrying  with  it  some  patronage  in  the  form 
of  appointments,  look  to  that  candidate,  if  successful,  for 
favors.  Since  the  days  of  President  Jackson  the  motto  of 
political  parties  in  the  United  States  has  been:  "To  the 
victor  belong  the  spoils" — and  "spoils"  here  is  synony- 
mous with  everything  but  the  elective  office  itself. 

Bearing  this  in  mind,  it  is  not  difficult  to  see  that  a  party 
man,  if  elected  by  his  organization  to  an  office  rich  in  patron- 
age, would  soon  fall  into  disfavor  if  he  not  only  refused  to 
regard  public  offices  as  "spoils"  but  immediately  upon 
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entering  office  sought  to  reduce  the  number  of  public  posi- 
tions to  be  filled.  Herein  is  found  an  explanation  for 
Governor  Hamilton's  falling  out  with  the  so-called  "lead- 
ers" of  his  party  and  for  the  opposition  which  he  encoun- 
tered in  the  closing  years  of  his  life  from  party  workers 
who  had  once  labored  for  his  success.  Mr.  Hamilton  was 
a  political  economist,  or,  more  properly,  he  was  an  economi- 
cal politician.  The  ruling  passion  of  his  life  was  to  lighten 
the  people's  burden  of  taxation.  But  light  taxation  is  not 
to  be  obtained  unless  there  is  economical  administration, 
and  economical  administration  is  impossible  without  honest 
administrators,  while  honest  administrators  cannot  win 
office  unless  the  ballot  is  maintained  undefiled — so  his 
endeavor  led  him  to  support  a  series  of  reforms  all  of  which 
were  distasteful  to  a  large  part  of  his  political  bedfellows. 
Born  at  Hagerstown,  September  8,  1820,  the  infancy  and 
early  childhood  days  of  William  Thomas  Hamilton  were 
passed  at  Boonsboro,  the  parental  homestead.  Deprived 
of  his  mother  at  the  age  of  six  years,  and  two  years  later  of  his 
father,  Henry  Hamilton,  he  was  placed  under  the  guard- 
ianship of  his  three  uncles.  These  relatives — the  brothers 
of  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  had  been  Anna  Mary 
M.  Hess — were  engaged  in  farming,  and  also  conducted  a 
mill  and  general  merchandise  store.  The  lad,  thus  inti- 
mately associated  with  business  men,  early  developed  those 
traits  which  characterized  him  in  after  years — self-reliance, 
an  indomitable  will,  and  the  spirit  of  combativeness  which 
readily  comes  to  a  boy  thrown  upon  his  own  resources.  The 
elementary  training  of  the  boy  was  acquired  from  James 
Brown,  a  happy  mixture  of  pedagogue  and  politician;  and 
from  this  preceptor  the  youth  doubtless  received  his  taste 
for  politics.  He  received  his  college  preparatory  training 
at  Hagerstown  Academy,  and  studied  for  four  years — 
1836:1840 — at  Jefferson  College,  Cannonsburg,  Pa.     Upon 
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his  return  to  Hagerstown,  he  entered  the  office  of  John 
Thomson  Mason  as  a  law  student,  and  in  1843  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  Although  Mr.  Hamilton  developed  into  a  cap- 
able attorney,  the  legal  profession  was  with  him  a  secondary 
pursuit,  for  throughout  his  career  he  centered  his  interest 
on  politics.  It  was  not,  however,  for  selfish  motives  that 
Mr.  Hamilton  slighted  other  matters  for  public  service; 
indeed  it  is  doubtful  if  any  man  gave  less  thought  to  the 
emoluments  that  were  to  be  obtained  from  public  office. 
It  was  rather  an  affection  for  the  great  body  of  the  common 
people  that  prompted  him  to  seek  service  as  their  servant, 
and  that  ever  guided  his  course  while  performing  the  duties 
of  their  representative.  In  the  legislative  campaign  of  1846, 
Mr.  Hamilton  was  elected  a  member  of  the  house  of  dele- 
gates upon  the  democratic  ticket,  and  during  the  session 
which  followed  he  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  Governor 
Pratt  in  his  fight  against  a  repudiation  by  Maryland  of  her 
debts.  Pratt  was  a  whig,  and  it  was  perhaps  largely  due  to 
Hamilton's  support  of  the  enemy  of  his  party  that  he  met 
with  defeat  when  he  appeared  for  reflection  in  1847. 

The  next  year  (1848)  Mr.  Hamilton  made  his  appearance 
in  national  politics  as  a  presidential  elector  for  Lewis  Cass, 
the  opponent  of  Zachary  Taylor;  and  in  1849  he  was  the 
nominee  of  his  party  for  the  house  of  representatives.  The 
tariff  question  was  at  this  time  agitating  the  American 
people  and  the  eyes  of  the  nation  were  upon  Maryland,  to 
which  the  democratic  party  looked  for  the  deciding  senti- 
ment which  should  mean  democracy's  ascendancy  or  de- 
cline. Mr.  Hamilton  made  the  slogan  of  his  campaign: 
"Tariff  for  revenue  only,"  a  doctrine  which  he  must  have 
known  would  be  distasteful  to  a  large  portion  of  the  people 
of  whom  he  asked  support ;  he  was,  nevertheless,  elected  and 
during  his  first  term  in  congress  became  a  staunch  follower 
of  Henry  Clay.     Congressman  Hamilton  was  reelected  in 
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1851,  and  toward  the  close  of  this  second  term  he  announced 
his  intention  of  retiring  from  the  house.  He  was,  how- 
ever, prevailed  upon  again  to  be  a  congressional  candidate, 
and  had  as  his  opponent  the  fiery  Francis  Thomas,  who 
filled  many  public  offices,  including  that  of  governor  of 
Maryland.  Mr.  Thomas,  although  originally  a  democrat,  ran 
as  an  independent  candidate,  and  the  contest  between  him 
and  Mr.  Hamilton  was  a  spirited  one;  the  latter,  however, 
gained  the  victory.  This  third  term  in  congress  witnessed  Mr. 
Hamilton  as  the  champion  of  President  Franklin  Pierce. 

Congressman  Hamilton  again  asked  to  be  relieved  of  office 
in  1855,  but  once  more  he  was  persuaded  to  enter  the  cam- 
paign because  he  was  regarded  as  the  strongest  available 
democrat  to  do  battle  with  the  know-nothing  candidate. 
But  know-nothingism  was  then  all-powerful  in  Maryland, 
and  Mr.  Hamilton  was  defeated  for  congress  in  1855.  With 
the  termination  of  his  third  term  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives he  retired  from  political  life  and  it  was  some  years 
later — indeed,  not  until  after  the  adoption  of  the  state 
constitution  of  1867 — before  he  was  again  prevailed  upon  to 
seek  public  office.  He  had  been  married  in  September  8, 
1850,  to  Miss  Clara  Jenness,  a  daughter  of  Richard  Jenness 
of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  After  his  marriage  the  care  of  a 
family  demanded  much  of  his  time  and  proved  an  incentive 
to  choose  such  occupations  as  would  permit  him  to  remain 
in  Hagerstown  or  at  his  country  home  nearby,  and,  although 
he  was  solicited  to  become  a  candidate  for  the  governor- 
#  ship  in  1 86 1,  he  refused  to  allow  his  friends  to  present  his 
name  to  the  convention.  During  these  years  of  retire- 
ment Mr.  Hamilton  devoted  his  entire  time  to  the  law 
partnership  which  he  had  formed  with  Richard  H.  Alvey, 
later  judge  of  the  court  of  appeals. 

Mr.  Hamilton  made  his  reappearance  as  a  political  factor 
in  1868,  when  he  came  out  as  an  aspirant  for  senatorial 
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honors.  The  ballot  of  the  general  assembly,  taken  on  Jan- 
uary 17,  1868,  gave  Mr.  Hamilton  56  votes;  Thomas  Swann, 
46,  and  William  M.  Merrick,  7.  Hamilton  thus  received 
just  enough  to  be  elected,  and  he  served  in  the  United  States 
senate  from  March  4,  1869,  until  March  3,  1875.  During 
this  period  he  wrote  himself  down  as  a  mighty  foe  of  admin- 
istrative extravagance.  When  the  so-called  "salary  grab" 
was  attempted  none  fought  it  more  determinedly  than  did 
he.  It  was  in  March,  1873,  that  congress  undertook  a  gen- 
eral increasing  of  the  nation's  payroll  for  the  Washington 
officials.  The  president's  salary  was  raised  from  $25,000 
to  $50,000  a  year;  the  pay  of  members  of  the  bench  of  the 
supreme  court  and  cabinet  officials  was  increased  $2000  a 
year  and  the  salaries  of  senators  and  representatives  was 
changed  from  $5000  to  $7000.  But  congress,  in  its  very 
generous  mood,  decreed  that  its  own  increase  should  date 
from  1 87 1,  or  two  years  before  the  increase  was  actually 
authorized.  Senator  Hamilton  not  only  fought  the  bill, 
but  when  it  had  finally  been  passed  he  refused  to  accept 
the  back  salary  which  it  declared  him  entitled  to  draw. 
It  was  his  action  and  that  of  a  few  other  equally  honest 
members  of  congress  that  cleared  the  way  for  that  public 
condemnation  which  necessitated  congress,  because  of 
adverse  sentiment,  to  repeal  all  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
except  those  concerning  the  salaries  of  the  president  and 
members  of  the  supreme  bench. 

Mr.  Hamilton  also  cast  his  influence  for  righteous 
legislation  by  his  hearty  and  unwavering  support  of  all 
measures  tending  to  civil  service  reform.  At  the  termina- 
tion of  his  senatorial  service,  in  1875,  Mr.  Hamilton  appeared 
as  candidate  for  the  gubernatorial  nomination.  He  had 
some  little  strength  in  the  convention,  but  his  economical 
views  were  not,  perhaps,  too  much  relished  by  the  leaders, 
and  John  Lee  Carroll  became  the  party's  nominee.    In  the 
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democratic  state  convention  of  1879,  Senator  Hamilton, 
however,  was  unanimously  nominated  for  governor.  He 
was  opposed!  by  James  A.  Gary,  who  subsequently  served  as 
a  member  of  President  McKinley's  official  family.  In  the 
election  the  democratic  candidate  was  chosen  by  a  major- 
ity of  more  than  22,000  votes. 

The  keynote  of  the  administration  of  the  state  executive 
office  for  the  next  four  years,  from  January  14, 1880,  to  Jan- 
uary 9,  1884,  was  "  reform.' '  Throughout  his  term  as  gov- 
ernor, Mr.  Hamilton  was  constantly  an  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  those  members  of  the  legislature  who  pursued  ^  corrupt 
practices  or  indulged  in  extravagant  legislation.  This  nat- 
urally brought  him  in  conflict  with  the  legislative  branch 
of  the  government,  which  was  in  a  measure  inclined  toward 
liberal  patronage,  and  also  in  conflict  with  state  leaders, 
who  were  behind  that  particular  portion  of  the  legislature 
which  Governor  Hamilton  opposed.  The  addresses  of  the 
chief  magistrate  to  the^general  assembly  were  frank  arraign- 
ments of  those  who  sought  to  spend  the  commonwealth's 
money  recklessly  or  dishonestly.  He  exposed  certain  meth- 
ods by  which  public  officers  of  the  state  endeavored  to 
create  the  impression  that  the  treasury  was  in  better  Con- 
dition than  was  actually  the  case.  The  effort  to  make 
up  the  state's  deficiency  by  taking  money  from  the  school 
taxes  was  held  up  to  condemnation;  the  creation  of  certain 
useless  offices  carrying  large  salaries  and  the  maintenance 
of  others  equally  useless  were  fearlessly  denounced. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  find  in  all  this  ground  for  a  growing 
dissatisfaction  with  Governor  Hamilton  on  the  part  of  those 
leaders  of  his  own  party  who  received  the  brunt  of  his  criti- 
cism, and  therefore  it  is  not  surprising  that  before  his  term 
as  state  executive  should  have  expired  he  was  in  more  or 
less  disfavor  with  those  whose  reprehensible  methods  he 
refused  to  wink  at.     It  is  not  really  hazardous  to  write 
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down  the  clean  administration  of  Mr.  Hamilton  as  his  fare- 
well appearance  as  a  large  figure  in  Maryland  politics;  nor 
is  it,  perhaps,  any  more  hazardous  to  credit  the  termina- 
tion of  his  activity  in  state  politics  to  his  break  with  the 
democratic  leaders  because  of  his  honest  economic  policies. 
Nevertheless,  he  served  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  presi- 
dential election  of  1884,  which  was  in  the  fall  following  his 
retirement  as  governor,  and  in  Washington  county  he  never 
lost  his  prestige.  He  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  more 
dearly  loved  and  more  generally  looked  up  to  by  his  neigh- 
bors than  at  any  eariler  period  in  his  life.  When  he  breathed 
his  last,  on  October  26,  1888,  the  town  of  Hagerstown,  and 
the  county  of  which  it  is  the  governmental  pivot  were  both 
brought  under  a  shadow;  the  citizens  felt  that  a  personal 
and  a  public  friend  had  been  lost.  On  the  day  of  the  funeral 
of  the  Maryland  statesman  business  was  suspended  while 
the  people  of  Hagerstown  followed  the  body  to  Rose  Hill 
Cemetery.  To  Mr.  Hamilton,  Hagerstown  is  largely  in- 
debted for  its  new  charter,  for  its  improved  streets,  electric 
lights,  waterworks  and  other  municipal  improvements. 

In  his  native  city  Mr.  Hamilton  Jeft  many  monuments 
to  his  ability  and  public  spirit.  In  his  own  state  he  wrote 
an  inspiring  record  of  honest  and  economical  administration 
of  state  affairs.  But  perhaps  in  the  book  of  the  nation  he 
left  the  most  pleasing  account  of  his  high  ideals  as  a  public 
official.  The  man  who  stood  for  "administrative  economy, 
low  tariff  taxes  and  honest  methods  in  politics,"  made  a 
unique  record  on  the  pages  of  the  history  of  the  United 
States  congress.  At  no  time  in  his  public  career  did  he  rise 
higher  than  when  he  refused  to  obey  a  law  which  had  been 
enacted  to  enable  his  colleagues  to  rob  the  nation  and,  by 
that  refusal,  forced  his  less  righteous  fellow-senators  to 
return  to  the  national  treasury  their  ill-gotten  booty. 
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ROBERT  MILLIGAN  McLANE 

Three  general  divisions  are  necessary  for  a  proper  classifi- 
cation of  Maryland's  governors.  In  the  first  of  these  are 
comprised  those  chief  magistrates  whose  public  services 
at  no  time  gave  their  political  activities  more  than  a  strictly 
local  aspect.  The  second  division  takes  in  such  execu- 
tives as  have  at  some  time  in  their  public  careers  exerted 
an  influence  upon  national  affairs.  These  men  may  have 
served  in  congress,  or  they  may  have  exercised  their  talents 
for  the  nation's  good  in  other  channels — in  the  cabinet, 
on  the  bench,  or  in  the  army  or  navy.  Finally,  there  is  a 
third  class — the  men  who  assumed  the  dignity  of  being 
factors  in  world  politics.  Of  these  there  are  naturally  very 
few — that  occasional  public  character  whose  labors  bore 
results  in  lands  outside  the  United  States,  who  left  his  stamp 
upon  the  history  of  the  entire  world — and  among  the  few  in 
this  division  there  is  no  name  more  deserving  of  inclusion 
than  that  of  Governor  McLane. 

Robert  Milligan  McLane  was  born  in  Wilmington,  Del., 
on  June  23,  1815.  His  father,  Louis  McLane,  had  been 
frequently  and  greatly  honored  by  the  state  of  Delaware 
and  the  federal  government,  but  in  1837  he  withdrew  from 
public  affairs  and  came  to  Baltimore  to  assume  the  presi- 
dency of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  Through  his 
maternal  ancestry,  however,  the  state  of  Maryland  has 
greater  claim  to  Governor  McLane  than  that  acquired  by 
this  change  of  residence,  for  Mrs.  Louis  McLane,  who 
before  her  marriage  had  been  Miss  Catherine  Mary  Milli- 
gan, was  a  resident  of  Cecil  county,  Maryland.    The  initial 
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schooling  of  young  McLane  was  acquired  under  the  tutor- 
age of  John  Bullock,  a  Quaker  who  conducted  an  academy 
in  Wilmington.     Mr.  McLane  continued  at  this  institution 
until  1827,  when  he  entered  St.  Mary's  College,  Baltimore. 
Two  years  later  Mr.  McLane,  Sr.,  was  appointed  United 
States  minister  at  the   Court  of  St.  James,  and   his  son 
accompanied  him  abroad,  although  he  separated  from  his 
father  and  went  to  Paris,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  at 
the  College  Bourbon.     The  McLanes  remained  in  Europe 
until    1 83 1,  when    the    elder   McLane  was  called  back  to 
America  to  accept  the  treasury  portfolio  under  President 
Jackson.     At   the  same  time  his  son  was  appointed  by 
the  president  to  a  cadetship  at  the  United  States  Military 
Academy,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1837. 
Upon  leaving  West  Point  Mr.  McLane  was  commissioned 
second  lieutenant  in  the  First  Artillery,  and  went  to  Florida, 
where  he  saw  service  under  General  Jessup.     In  the  follow- 
ing year  he  was  placed  in  the  army  commanded  by  General 
Scott,  and  took  part  in  the  Cherokee  campaign.     In  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  1838,  however,  Mr.  McLane  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  newly  organized  corps  of  topographical  en- 
gineers.   The  secretary  of  war,  in  January,  1841,  com- 
missioned Lieutenant  McLane  and  a  fellow-officer  to  go  to 
Holland  and  Italy  to  examine  officially  the  dykes  and  drain- 
age, respectively,  of  these  two  countries  and  to  make  a 
detailed  report  on  them  to  the  government.     During  this 
expedition  Mr.  McLane  entered  into  a  matrimonial  alliance. 
The  bride  was  Miss  Georgine  Urquhart,  daughter  of  David 
Urquhart,  a  merchant  of  Louisiana,  and  the  marriage  was 
solemnized  in  Paris  on  August  2,  1841.     This  change  in 
the  domestic  life  of  the  officer  unquestionably  proved  the 
final  incentive  to  his  breaking  away  from  a  profession  for 
which  his  affection  had  waned  somewhat  in  the  years 
immediately   preceding  his  marriage,     Mr.   McLane  bad 
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during  his  military  service  prepared  himself  for  the  bar 
and  had  been  admitted  to  practice  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia early  in  the  forties.  After  his  return  to  America,  he 
continued  with  the  army  for  two  years,  supervising  engi- 
neering work  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Orleans  and  elsewhere. 
In  the  meantime,  however,  he  was  planning  to  make  a 
change  of  profession,  and  in  October,  1843,  resigned  his 
commission  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Baltimore,  where 
he  began  to  practice  law. 

Mr.  McLane  did  not  conceal  for  long  his  real  motive  in 
taking  up  law  in  Maryland.  In  the  year  following  his  resig- 
nation from  the  army,  when  Henry  Clay  was  opposing  Mr. 
Polk  for  the  presidential  chair,  he  gave  liberally  of  his  time 
and  ability  to  the  cause  of  the  democrats,  and  during  the 
campaign  made  a  strong  impression  in  Maryland  through 
both  the  manner  of  delivery  and  the  substance  of  his  politi- 
cal addresses.  In  the  year  1845  he  received  the  democratic 
nomination  as  one  of  Baltimore's  representatives  in  the 
house  of  delegates,  and  was  elected.  When  the  legisla- 
ture convened  he  became  a  champion  of  Governor  Pratt 
in  his  honest  financial  plan  for  Maryland's  debts.  He  was 
also  hearty  in  his  advocacy  of  constitutional  reform — a 
matter  in  which  Baltimore  especially  was  interested — and 
upon  his  legislative  record  generally  he  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing, a  year  later,  the  democratic  nomination  for  congress. 

Thus  in  the  very  morning  of  his  political  career  Mr.  Mc- 
Lane cast  off  the  lines  of  strictly  local  affairs  and  stood  ready 
to  take  up  his  position  among  the  legislators  of  the  nation. 
In  the  ensuing  campaign  he  came  out  boldly  in  support  of 
the  administration  regarding  Texas  and  Mexico,  and  was 
elected  over  the  whig  candidate.  Upon  his  entrance  into 
the  house  of  representatives  he  continued  his  champion- 
ship of  President  Polk's  course  in  connection  with  the  repub- 
lic to  the  south  of  the  United  States.     Mr.  McLane  was 
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reelected  to  congress  in  1849.  In  l8Sx  ^e  was  engaged  as 
counsel  for  a  large  mining  concern  which  was  experiencing 
some  difficulty  over  its  property  in  California,  and  his  pro- 
fessional duties  necessitated  a  trip  to  the  Pacific  Coast. 
The  business  was  less  easily  settled  than  had  at  first  been 
anticipated,  and  it  was  not  until  185a  that  the  lawyer  was 
able  to  return  to  the  East.  Nevertheless,  he  appeared  as 
elector  for  Franklin  Pierce  in  the  presidential  campaign  of 
185a  and  upon  the  induction  of  the  latter  into  the  presiden- 
tial office  the  Marylander  began  his  career  as  a  diplomat. 

China  was  weighed  down  with  religious  revolution,  and 
the  relations  between  the  empire  of  the  East  and  the  more 
advanced  western  nations  was  thrown  into  something  like 
chaos.  As  things  went  from  bad  to  worse,  England,  France 
and  America  became  greatly  alarmed  over  the  situation. 
President  Pierce  appointed  Mr.  McLane  commissioner  to 
China,  with  power  of  minister  plenipotentiary,  and  accred- 
ited him  at  the  same  time  to  Japan,  Siam,  Korea  and  Cochin 
China.  He  gave  him  as  an  escort  a  rather  formidable  collec- 
tion of  boats,  and  told  him  to  go  and  settle  the  trouble  with 
the  Chinese.  He  was  called  upon  to  perform  the  difficult 
feat  of  remaining  on  friendly  terms  with  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment and  at  the  same  time  treating  officially  with  the 
revolutionists,  who  were  the  enemies  of  the  imperial  ad- 
ministration; and  he  accomplished  this  feat  with  much 
credit.  As  soon  as  Mr.  McLane  had  become  convinced  that 
his  presence  in  the  East  was  no  longer  required,  he  requested 
his  government  to  recall  him,  and  was  relieved  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1855. 

Mr.  McLane  returned  to  America  in  time  to  take  part  in 
the  preliminaries  of  the  presidential  campaign  of  1856.  He 
was  active  in  organizing  the  convention  which  placed 
James  Buchanan  in  nomination,  and  he  rendered  much 
service  to  the  national   democratic  ticket.    For  the  next 
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few  years  legal  engagements  kept  him  from  public  service, 
but  he  was  called  upon  by  President  Buchanan  in  1859  to 
perform  another  dedicate  diplomatic  mission  for  the  gov- 
ernment. In  June,  1858,  friendly  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico  were  rudely  terminated,  and 
Envoy  Forsyth  was  instructed  by  the  state  department  to 
demand  his  passport  of  the  Mexican  government.  The 
nations  nursed  a  feeling  of  bitter  hostility  from  that  time 
until  early  in  1859,  when  Mr.  McLane  was  sent  as  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Mexico,  to 
seek  to  protect  the  property  of  American  citizens  and  con- 
summate some  deal  whereby  order  might  be  brought  out  of 
the  disturbed  and  anarchical  state  of  affairs  in  the  republic. 
He  was  honored  with  the  rather  unusual  "discretionary 
authority  to  recognize  the  government  of  President  Juarez, 
if,  on  his  arrival  in  Mexico,  he  should  find  it  entitled  to  such 
recognition,  according  to  the  established  practice  of  the 
United  States."  And  he  did  recognize  the  government, 
on  April  7,  1859,  and  thereby  threw  not  a  little  moral  sup- 
port to  the  administration  of  Juarez,  which  shortly  there- 
after became  more  firmly  established. 

Mr.  McLane  dealt  with  the  Mexican  government  more 
than  a  year,  and  succeeded  in  gaining  desirable  concessions 
for  the  people  of  the  United  States.  A  treaty  which  was 
drawn  and  signed  by  him  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
met  with  the  hearty  approval  of  the  government  at  Wash- 
ington. Before  its  final  ratification,  however,  there  had 
come  about  the  change  in  the  administration  from  Buchanan 
to  Lincoln.  Anticipating  the  approach  of  a  serious  rupture 
between  north  and  south,  and  realizing  the  uselessness 
of  further  endeavor  in  Mexico  at  that  time,  Mr.  McLane 
requested  the  government  to  relieve  him  of  the  Mexican 
post,  and  he  returned  to  Baltimore  in  December,  i860. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  Maryland,  Mr.  McLane  immediately 
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assumed  his  part  in  the  agitation  that  was  then  distressing 
the  nation.  He  was  unreservedly  opposed  to  the  coercion 
of  a  state,  but  he  was  by  no  means  a  believer  in  the  right 
of  secession,  and  throughout  the  troubled  days  of  1861-65 
he  labored  for  an  adjustment  of  the  differences  between 
the  north  and  south.  Before  the  iron  grip  of  the  military 
had  been  finally  fastened  upon  Maryland  the  legislature 
appointed  a  commission  to  go  to  Washington  and  protest 
against  the  unconstitutional  proceedings  of  the  federal 
troops  in  the  Old  Line  state.  Mr.  McLane  was  named  as  a 
member  of  this  body,  which  by  its  report  was  largely  influ- 
ential in  preventing  any  legislative  move  at  that  time  toward 
secession.  During  the  years  of  the  conflict  Mr.  McLane  was 
considerably  occupied  by  his  legal  duties.  He  entered  the 
service  of  the  Western  Pacific  Railroad  Company  in  1863, 
and  this  post  necessitated  his  traveling  frequently  between 
New  York,  the  Pacific,  and  Paris.  After  the  war  he  con- 
tinued to  devote  his  time  almost  exclusively  to  his  legal 
practice,  and  it  was  not  until  1876  that  he  once  more  assumed 
the  position  of  prominence  which  he  had  held  in  national 
affairs  up  to  the  outbreak  of  hostilities.  In  1 876  he  appeared 
in  the  democratic  convention  which  nominated  Samuel  J. 
Tilden.  The  next  year  he  received  the  democratic  nomi- 
nation for  the  state  senate  and  was  elected.  In  1878  he 
was  named  for  congress  and  was  chosen  again  to  the 
ower  branch  of  the  national  legislature.  He  came  before 
the  people  for  reelection  in  1880  and  was  chosen  for  a  sec- 
ond term,  thus  giving  him  for  a  second  time  two  full  terms 
in  congress. 

There  were  exciting  days  in  congress  when  Mr.  McLane 
represented  his  state  for  a  second  time,  and  in  the  midst  of 
the  excitement  was  generally  found  the  Marylander,  who 
had  no  superior  as  a  ready  debater  or  a  fearless  champion. 
The  cause  he  represented  was  that  of  a  minority  which  was 
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capable  during  much  of  the  time  of  doing  little  more  than 
holding  the  republicans  in  check.  Corruption  in  public 
office  was  widespread,  graft  was  the  order  of  things  then; 
but  through  it  all  Congressman  McLane  stood  up  for  clean 
politics  and  efficient  administration  of  public  affairs.  His 
service  in  congress  extended  from  1879  to  1883. 

In  1883  Mr.  McLane  was  nominated  by  the  democrats  for 
governor  and  was  elected  in  the  fall.  He  was  inaugurated 
governor  on  January  8, 1884,  but  within  a  little  more  than  a 
year — which  had  not  been  eventful  in  Maryland  affairs — 
he  was  offered  the  post  of  minister  to  France  by  President 
Cleveland,  and  surrendered  the  executive  mansion  that 
he  might  accept  the  foreign  mission.  On  March  27,  1885, 
Governor  McLane  resigned  the  gubernatorial  chair  to 
State  Senator  Henry  Lloyd — who,  as  president  of  the  senate, 
was  entitled  to  become  acting  governor — and  went  abroad. 
He  served  as  minister  to  France  throughout  President  Cleve- 
land's administration.  After  his  successor  had  been  named 
he  continued  to  reside  in  the  French  capital,  which  he  chose 
as  his  residence  for  the  remaining  years  of  his  life.  He 
died  in  Paris  on  April  16, 1898,  but  his  remains  were  brought 
to  America,  and  interred  in  the  family  burial  lot  at  Green- 
mount  Cemetery,  Baltimore. 
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When  Governor  Whyte  was  elected  United  States  sena- 
tor in  1874,  he  immediately  tendered  the  general  assembly, 
then  in  session,  his  resignation  as  chief  magistrate  of  Mary- 
land in  order  that  that  body  might  at  once  provide  a  suc- 
cessor, and  Mr.  Groome  was  elected  governor  for  the  unex- 
pired term.  When  Governor  McLane,  however,  deter- 
mined in  1885  to  relinquish  his  office  to  accept  the  post  of 
United  States  minister  to  France,  conditions  were  not 
favorable  for  so  prompt  a  filling  of  the  vacancy  in  the  execu- 
tive mansion.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  McLane's  appointment 
as  minister  to  France  the  legislature  was  not  in  session, 
nor  was  it  scheduled  to  meet  for  nearly  a  year.  As  a  con- 
sequence there  began  with  the  retirement  of  Governor 
McLane  practically  an  unfilled  vacancy  in  the  executive 
mansion,  for  the  temporary  successor  provided  by  the  con- 
stitution was  merely  acting-governor.  Thus,  for  instance, 
in  early  state  days  the  president  of  the  governor's  council 
became  acting-executive  in  event  of  the  disability  or  dis- 
qualification of  his  chief,  serving  until  another  governor 
was  duly  elected.  When  George  Plater  died  in  1792,  James 
Brice  became  acting-governor,  and  again  when  Robert 
Wright  resigned  in  1809,  James  Butcher  was  made  acting- 
governor;  yet  neither  is  entitled  to  inclusion  among  the 
governors  of  Maryland.  When  Governor  McLane  retired 
as  chief  magistrate  of  Maryland,  the  duties  of  his  office  fell 
upon  the  shoulders  of  the  president  of  the  state  senate, 
Henry  Lloyd,  who  became  acting-governor.  Between  the 
status  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  however,  and  that  of  Mr.  Brice  and  Mr. 
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Butcher  there  was  this  difference:  the  earlier  constitution 
directed  the  acting-governor  immediately  to  issue  a  call 
for  the  legislature  to  meet  in  extra  session  and  elect  a  new 
governor,  while  the  later  constitutional  provision  entitled 
the  acting-governor  to  serve  as  such  until  the  legislature, 
if  not  in  session,  should  regularly  assemble  for  its  next 
session. 

With  the  retirement,  therefore,  of  Governor  McLane  in 
1885  Mr.  Lloyd  became  acting-executive  and  thus  entered 
the  class  to  which  belong  Brice  and  Butcher  in  Maryland 
history;  but  when  the  legislature  met  early  in  1886  it  added 
its  confirmation  to  a  selection  which  had  been  in  a  measure 
the  result  of  chance  and  elected  Mr.  Lloyd  governor  for  the 
remaining  portion  of  Mr.  McLane's  unexpired  term,  which 
was  to  extend  to  January  11,  1888.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
find  two  men  more  unlike  than  Mr.  McLane  and  his  suc- 
cessor. The  former — the  native  son  of  another  state — 
seemed  ever  on  the  alert  for  some  public  service  which 
should  carry  him  into  foreign  fields,  while  Governor  Lloyd 
is  the  typical  Eastern  Shoreman,  believing  that  the  strip 
of  land  stretching  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Chesa- 
peake is  the  only  bit  of  country  which  the  destructive 
floods  of  Noah's  days  never  reached;  that  he  inhabits  the 
exclusive  remnant  of  Eden  undefiled.  Again,  Mr.  McLane 
was  a  born  combatant  and  the  scent  of  battle  was  as  a 
sweet  fragrance  in  his  nostrils,  while  his  successor  is  a  peace- 
loving  man,  who  bears  rather  the  olive  branch  than  the 
ultimatum  and  who  apparently  rejoices  most  in  triumphs 
won  far  from  the  scene  of  conflict. 

Henry  Lloyd  was  born  at  Hambrooke,  near  Cambridge, 
on  February  21,  1852.  His  father,  Daniel  Lloyd,  was  a 
son  of  the  second  Governor  Edward  Lloyd  and  a  native 
of  Talbot,  but  removed  to  Dorchester  county.  On  his 
paternal  side  Henry  Lloyd  is  descended  from  the  Edward 
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Lloyd  who  settled  in  Maryland  in  1649,  and  from  whom 
sprang  two  namesakes  who  served  as  chief  magistrates  of 
Maryland — one  in  1709  and  the  other  in  1809.  On  his 
maternal  side,  too,  Mr.  Lloyd  inherited  the  blood  of  a 
Maryland  governor,  his  mother,  Mrs.  Kitty  Henry  Lloyd, 
having  been  a  granddaughter  of  Governor  John  Henry. 
Mr.  Henry  Lloyd  acquired  at  the  schools  of  Cambridge  his 
elementary  training,  and  later  entered  the  Cambridge  Acad- 
emy, from  which  he  was  graduated  at  the  age  of  nineteen. 
He  then  took  up  the  profession  of  pedagogue  and  joined 
the  faculty  of  his  alma  mater — a  connection  which  remained 
intact  for  some  years  after  he  had  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  law.  Under  the  guidance  of  his  uncle,  Congressman 
Daniel  M.  Henry,  and  that  of  Judge  Charles  F.  Goldsbor- 
ough,  another  relative,  Mr.  Lloyd  upon  the  close  of  his 
student  days  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  April,  1873,  although  the  volume  of  his  legal 
business  did  not  necessitate  an  immediate  relinquishment 
of  his  post  as  instructor  in  the  academy. 

Several  years  after  his  admission  to  the  bar,  Mr.  Lloyd 
began  his  career  as  an  officeholder;  this  was  in  1875  when 
he  was  appointed  auditor  of  the  court.  Although  this 
initial  public  post  was  not  one  of  large  importance,  it  is  of 
interest  because  it  indicates  Mr.  Lloyd's  leaning  toward 
the  judiciary  rather  than  the  legislative  office.  It  was  not 
until  1 88 1,  or  eight  years  after  he  had  been  authorized  to 
practice  law,  that  the  future  governor  appeared  as  a  candi- 
date for  elective  office.  He  aspired,  however,  at  this  time 
to  an  office  of  some  importance,  asking  his  fellow-countians 
to  send  him  to  the  state  senate.  Mr.  Lloyd,  nevertheless, 
had  not  aspired  too  high,  for  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  upper  branch  of  the  state  legislature  for  the  sessions  of 
1882  and  1884.  During  the  earlier  session,  although  a 
novice  at  law-making,  he  created  a  good  impression  by  his 
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discretion  and  executive  ability,  and  when  the  legislature  met 
early  in  1884  his  name  was  mentioned  for  the  presidency  of 
the  state  senate.  Another  candidate  for  the  same  posi- 
tion was  Mr.  Edwin  Warfield,  of  Howard  county,  who 
shared  with  Mr.  Lloyd  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the 
two  strongest  aspirants  for  the  chair.  It  is  related  that 
these  two  candidates  met  and  Mr.  Lloyd  requested  his  rival 
from  Howard  county  to  defer  for  a  session  his  ambition, 
reasoning  that  Mr.  Warfield  had  just  been  elected  for 
another  full  term,  while  he,  Mr.  Lloyd,  was  in  the  closing  * 
year  of  his  term  and  not  too  sanguine  of  being  returned. 
At  all  events,  Mr.  Warfield  withdrew  and, Mr.  Lloyd  was 
chosen  executive  of  the  senate,  and  by  virtue  of  his  office 
he  became  shortly  thereafter,  upon  the  resignation  of  Gov- 
ernor McLane,  acting  governor,  only  to  be'  elected  gover- 
nor at  the  next  subsequent  meeting  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Lloyd  became  acting-governor  on  March  27, 1885,  and 
he  continued  as  such  for  nearly  a  year.  When  the  legis- 
lature met  in  January,  1886,  he  sent  to  it  the  customary 
message  from  the  executive  mansion,  and  in  this  he  set 
forth  the  change  that  had  taken  place  in  the  state  adminis- 
tration; he  pointed  out  to  the  general  assembly  its  need  of 
electing  a  successor  to  Governor  McLane;  and  he  also  dwelt — 
though  apparently  rather  because  the  governor's  message 
was  expected  to  do  so  than  from  any  wish  to  appear  desirous 
of  influencing  legislation — upon  certain  matters  of  public 
concern  which  he  thought  required  attention.  There  is  at 
least  one  point  in  this  message  deserving  of  more  than 
passing  notice.  The  acting  governor  gave  his  unreserved 
endorsement  to  a  desired  constitutional  reform  that  had 
been  advocated  for  many  years  before,  namely;  that  the 
governor  of  Maryland  should  be  accorded  the  power  to 
veto  a  single  item  upon  any  general  appropriation  bill. 
The  practice  among  highwaymen-legislators  of  tacking  a 
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dishonest  appropriation  to  some  general  bill,  thus  making 
it  a  part  of  a  measure  that  was  favored  by  honest  states- 
men and  leaving  them  no  choice  between  passing  the  dis- 
honest appropriation  or  destroying  the  good  measure,  met 
with  no  favor  at  his  hand. 

As  soon  as  the  legislature  of  1886  had  been  organized, 
a  vote  was  taken  for  a  successor  to  Governor  McLane. 
"But  two  candidates  were  named,  Mr.  Robert  B.  Dixon,  of 
Talbot  county,  and  Mr.  Lloyd.  Of  the  114  ballots  cast  the 
latter  received  100  and,  having  been  declared  elected  gover- 
nor of  Maryland,  he  was  formally  inaugurated  the  follow- 
ing day,  January  ax,  1886.  The  next  two  years,  or  until 
Governor  Lloyd  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Jackson  on  January 
11,  1888,  were. not  momentous  ones  in  the  history  of  Mary- 
land; that  is,  there  was  a  general  run  of  prosperity;  the 
wheels  of  the  government  moved  smoothly;  and  the  state, 
except  in  one  or  two  isolated  cases,  was  spared  from  those 
agitations  which  are  apt  to  occur  when  business  is  depressed 
or  the  people  become  discontented  under  some  unjust  or 
burdensome  tax.  When  Governor  Lloyd  was  about  to 
retire  from  office  he  very  modestly  declared:  "While  I 
cannot  take  any  special  credit  to  myself  for  these  happy 
results,  it  is,  nevertheless,  gratifying  to  know  that  these 
circumstances  exist  when  I  surrender  the  trust  confided  to 
me."  There  is  no  reason  for  supposing  that  Governor 
Lloyd  regretted  the  absence  of  momentous  events  which 
meant  that  in  most  respects  his  administration  should 
assume  an  aspect  of  the  commonplace  in  history,  for,  as 
has  already  been  inferred,  peace  is  preferable  to  the  Dor- 
chester countian  to  war  with  its  more  sensational  glories. 
But  at  the  same  time  his  judicious  course  in  subsequent 
years  while  on  the  bench  leave  no  room  for  doubting  how 
Mr.  Lloyd  would  have  measured  as  governor  in  an  emer- 
gency calling  for  courage  and  energy. 
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Upon  the  termination  of  his  term  as  governor,  Mr.  Lloyd 
resumed  his  legal  practice  in  his  native  town  of  Cambridge. 
But  in  1892  he  was  afforded  an  opportunity  of  entering 
public  service  again,  without,  however,  being  required  to 
forsake  the  legal  atmosphere  that  appealed  to  him  more 
strongly  than  service  in  the  legislative  or  the  administra- 
tive departments.  In  that  year  his  uncle  and  former  pre- 
ceptor, Judge  Charles  F.  Goldsborough,  died  and  Mr.  Lloyd 
was  appointed  by  Governor  Brown  to  fill  temporarily  the 
vacancy  caused  by  his  death,  until  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict should  elect  another  judge  at  a  regular  election.  In 
the  following  fall,  Judge  Lloyd  was  named  for  a  full  term 
of  fifteen  years  upon  the  bench  of  the  first  judicial  circuit 
and  was  elected.  His  course  during  the  many  years  of  his 
career  as  a  judge  has  been  wise  and  impartial,  and  his 
decisions  have  been  uniformly  well  rendered  both  as  con- 
cerns equity  and  law.  He  has  done  his  full  share,  also,  in 
raising  to  its  present  high  standard  the  judiciary  of  the 
state.  Mr.  Lloyd's  services  on  the  bench  were  brought  to 
a  close  in  1908,  when,  through  the  workings  of  a  newly 
passed  retiring  bill,  he  was  relieved  from  active  service. 

With  the  beginning  of  his  career  as  a  member  of  the  bar, 
Governor  Lloyd  entered  upon  his  service  in  connection 
with  the  Masonic  order.  He  was  initiated  into  the  frater- 
nal organization  in  1873,  3n^  has  ever  since  been  promi- 
nent in  its  affairs,  having  served  in  1885  and  again  in  1886 
as  senior  grand  warden  of  the  lodge.  During  the  first  year 
of  his  governorship,  or  on  October  18,  1886,  Mr.  Lloyd  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Stapleforte,  daughter  of 
William  T.  and  Virginia  A.  Stapleforte,  of  Dorchester 
county.  Since  his  appointment  to  the  bench,  Judge  Lloyd's 
activity  has,  of  course,  been  confined  largely  to  the  Eastern 
Shore.  In  his  home  county,  and  especially  in  Cambridge, 
he  has  taken  a   leading  part   in   strictly   local    affairs, 
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having  been  president  of  the  Dorchester  National  Bank 
since  it  was  organized  in  1889.  He  has  also  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  Christ  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
at  Cambridge.  This  concern  of  Judge  Lloyd  in  the  local 
affairs  of  the  Eastern  Shore  is  responsible  to  a  considerable 
degree  for  the  fact  that  he  has  failed  in  later  years  to  assume 
the  position  in  state  affairs  which  might  be  regarded  as  his 
by  right  of  the  earlier  promises  his  public  labors  gave.  For 
this  reason  the  histories  of  Maryland  yet  to  be  written  may 
slight  him,  since,  in  truth,  his  legislative  service  and  his 
short  administration  were  not  noteworthy  as  regards  the 
spectacular.  The  native-born  historian  of  the  Eastern 
Shore,  however,  will  always  write  Governor  Lloyd  down  as 
a  worthy  offspring  of  those  early  pioneers  of  the  state  who 
founded  one  of  the  most  distinguished  colonial  families 
of  Maryland;  and  of  that  family  of  Lloyds  which  has  often 
written  its  name  upon  the  pages  of  Maryland's  history 
Judge  Lloyd  is  a  distinguished  member. 
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Shortly  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  the  democratic 
party  of  Maryland  was  returned  to  power  by  the  same 
movement  practically  which  resulted  in  the  constitution  of 
1 867 .  The  party's  formidable  strength  from  then  on  seemed 
to  stamp  out  even  as  a  remote  possibility  the  hope  of  the 
republicans  winning  back  the  state  machinery.  This 
prompted  the  democratc  leaders  now  and  then  to  indulge 
in  plays  that  were  more  profitable  than  virtuous,  and  so  in 
due  course  the  party  fell  into  ill-favor,  not  only  with  its 
political  opponents,  but  with  the  more  righteous  members 
of  its  own  belief.  Both  the  party  leaders  of  the  better 
sort  and  the  party  press  became  active  toward  the  approach 
of  the  state  convention  of  1887  in  a  campaign  to  free  the 
controlling  organization  in  Maryland  from  the  features  which 
had  not  unjustly  called  forth  condemnation*  And  in  the 
convention  of  that  year  there  is  seen  the  beginning  of  an 
era  when  the  individual  candidate,  if  he  carried  with 
him  enough  popular  favor,  could  demand  from  the  organi- 
zation a  certain  amount  of  recognition.  Although  in  the 
early  part  of  the  convention  which  was  to  name  the  state 
ticket,  each  section  presented  its  particular  candidate,  the 
convention  ended  with  all  party  members  in  perfect  har- 
mony, and  the  people  of  Maryland  were  permitted  to  view 
a  political  meeting  in  which  neither  scheming  nor  trickery 
was  the  order  of  the  day,  but  a  sane  consideration  of  the 
good  of  the  party.  The  gubernatorial  candidate  chosen 
was  one  whose  primary  claim  to  the  confidence  of  the  people 
was  his  commercial  success  and  his  business  reputation. 
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When  Mr.  Jackson  was  named  for  governor  the  greatest 
appeal  that  could  be  made  in  his  behalf  was  his  business 
ability.  When  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  state  executive 
it  is  probable  that  his  business  ability  was  still  accepted  by 
the  voters  as  his  chief  recommendation.  And  in  reviewing 
the  administration  of  the  Eastern  Shoreman — indeed,  in  a 
review  of  his  entire  life — the  one  dominant  note  must  be 
"business.'' 

Elihu  Emory  Jackson  was  born  near  Salisbury  on  Novem- 
ber 3 » 1 83  7 .  His  father,  Hugh  Jackson,  was  a  hard-working 
man,  but  his  home  was  not,  perhaps,  as  humble  as  some 
stump  speakers  of  the  later  eighties  painted  it.  Elihu 
Emory  Jackson,  who  was  the  eldest  of  seven  children, 
received  as  good  an  education  as  the  country  school 
of  his  neighborhood  afforded.  For  some  time  after  clos- 
ing his  school  career,  he  aided  his  father  in  the  manage- 
ment and  cultivation  of  the  farm,  but  there  was  ever 
present  with  him  the  desire  to  cut  free  from  the  home 
ties — not  because  of  their  restraint,  but  because  they  meant 
limitation  of  commercial  possibilities — and  to  make  a 
shift  in  the  great  big  world  for  himself.  During  the  period 
of  preparation  he  hoarded  up  as  much  money  as  he  could 
earn,  and  finally,  with  sufficient  capital  to  warrant  a  venture 
on  his  own  account,  he  left  for  Delmar  where  he  engaged  in 
business.  This  was  in  1859,  shortly  after  Mr.  Jackson  had 
attained  his  majority,  and  he  chose  the  town  of  Delmar  as  the 
scene  of  his  venture  because  it  was  then  the  terminus  of  the 
Delaware  railroad.  For  four  years  he  continued  at  Delmar 
building  up  for  himself  a  reputation,  increasing  his  capital 
and  adding  rapidly  to  his  business  experience.  In  1863, 
after  the  railroad  had  been  extended  to  Salisbury,  he  moved 
his  business  there.  He  opened  a  general  merchandise  and  dry 
goods  establishment,  and  also  handled  both  lumber  and 
grain.     His  father  and  his  eldest  brother  were  admitted  into 
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the  partnership  with  him  at  the  time  of  his  removal  to 
Salisbury,  and  as  his  other  brothers  reached  manhood  they 
also  were  taken  into  the  business,  which  was  conducted 
under  the  firm  name  of  E.  E.  Jackson  &  Co.  A  history  of 
this  firm  is  the  story  of  Governor  Jackson's  advance  from 
the  position  of  a  very  modest  merchant  to  that  of  one  of  the 
largest  lumber  dealers  in  the  country. 

The  officeholding  period  of  Mr.  Jackson's  career  covered  a 
comparatively  small  part  of  his  whole  life,  although  immed- 
iately upon  becoming  a  voter  he  manifested  much  interest 
in  political  affairs.  His  excursion  into  the  doubtful  field  of 
candidacy  for  office,  however,  was  to  all  appearances  but  a 
brief  interruption  to  a  life  which  had  been  devoted  primarily 
to  great  lumber  interests;  while  his  concern  in  state  polit- 
ical affairs  found  a  close  second  to  his  interest  in  the  muni- 
cipal affairs  of  his  home  town,  Salisbury.  It  was  in  1882, 
when  Mr.  Jackson  was  a  man  of  forty-five,  that  he  first 
received  at  the  hands  of  the  people  among  whom  he  had  so 
long  been  prominent  in  the  world  of  business  the  nomination 
for  an  elective  office.  In  that  year  he  was  elected  to  the 
house  of  delegates ;  and  two  years  later,  at  the  next  legislative 
election,  he  was  returned  to  the  legislature,  though  this 
time  he  was  sent  to  the  upper  branch  of  the  general  assem- 
bly. At  the  close  of  the  session  of  1886,  when  Edwin  War- 
field  resigned  as  president  of  the  senate  in  order  to  accept 
the  post  of  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  Mr.  Jackson 
was  elected  his  successor. 

The  rise  of  Mr.  Jackson  as  a  political  factor  from,  the  time 
of  his  first  election  to  the  legislature,  in  1882,  to  the  time  set 
for  the  state  convention  of  1887  was. remarkable.  From  a 
great  and  influential  business  man  who  manifested  some 
interest  in  political  affairs  he  grew  to  be  the  strongest 
candidate  whom  the  Eastern  Shoremen  could  offer  the  con- 
vention as  their  choice  for  the  gubernatorial  nomination. 
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The  delegates  from  Western  Maryland  were  in  favor  of  Mr. 
L.  Victor  Baughman,  while  the  section  in  between — which 
comprised  Baltimore  city  and  the  surrounding  counties — 
was  for  Mayor  Hodges  of  Baltimore,  who  was,  however,. a 
bone  of  contention  in  a  measure  even  among  the  people  of 
his  own  section.  For  some  time  a  deadlock  seemed  threat- 
ened, but  on  the  sixth  ballot  the  Baltimore  county  delega- 
tion threw  its  support  to  Mr.  Jackson,  and  its  lead  was 
promptly  followed  by  all  the  Hodges'  supporters,  giving 
Mr.  Jackson  the  nomination  before  the  spectators  could 
fully  realize  the  drift  in  his  direction  Harmony  was  the 
cry  of  the  leaders  among  the  delegates,  and  General  Baugh- 
man himself  moved  to  make  Mr.  Jackson's  choice  unani- 
mous. At  the  election,  on  November  8,  1887,  Elihu  E. 
Jackson  defeated  Walter  B.  Brooks,  the  republican  candi- 
date for  governor. 

Governor  Jackson,  during  the  four  years  that  he  directed 
state  affairs,  made  a  good  record  for  efficient  and  business- 
like administration.  First  of  all,  there  was  his  constant  solic- 
itude for  the  rights  of  the  people  in  their  dealings  through 
the  state  government  with  corporations.  With  remarkable 
business  foresight  he  directed  the  attention  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  the  need  of  prohibiting  any  railroad  company  from 
consolidating  with  another  railway  company,  and  also  of 
forbidding  the  assignment  of  a  railroad's  charter  to  another 
company  without  specified  permission  in  each  instance  from 
the  legislature.  In  other  words,  he  sought  in  that  day  to 
put  up  a  barrier  which  should  prevent  widespread  consoli- 
dation of  railroad  interests.,  because  of  the  twofold  danger 
of  them  becoming  too  formidable  factors  in  state  affairs  and 
of  stifling  competition.  Governor  Jackson  endeavored  to 
have  the  railroad  companies  and  other  large  corporations 
bear  a  more  equitable  share  of  the  burden  of  taxes,  and  he 
favored  taxing  foreign  corporations  doing  business  in  the 
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state  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  business  they  trans- 
acted in  the  commonwealth.  Side  by  side  with  this  constant 
endeavor  to  have  the  big  corporations  do  their  share  in 
supporting  the  state  government  was  an  unceasing  cam- 
paign for  decreasing  the  taxes  of  the  common  citizen. 

Mr.  Jackson  made  no  secret  of  his  wish  to  be  sent  to  the 
United  States  senate,  and  during  his  administration  he 
labored  industriously  to  make  possible  a  realization  of  this 
ambition.  He  first  appeared  as  a  formidable  candidate  in 
1890,  but  in  the  heat  of  the  contest  disclosures  were  made 
concerning  the  defalcations  of  State  Treasurer  Stevenson 
Archer;  and  this  unfortunate  affair,  for  which  Governor 
Jackson  was  in  no  wise  to  blame,  put  an  end  for  a  time  to  his 
candidacy.  Two  years  later  he  again  appeared  as  an  aspir- 
ant for  senatorial  honors,  but  Senator  Gorman  and  the 
democratic  leader  of  Baltimore  worked  against  him  and 
he  was  defeated. 

After  the  close  of  his  administration,  Governor  Jackson 
resumed  the  position  in  the  business  world  from  which 
public  office  had  called  him,  and  thereafter  he  gave 
chie'  thought  to  his  commercial  affairs.  His  enormous 
lumber  interests  and  his  connection  with  the  Salisbury 
National  Bank  and  the  Sussex  National  Bank — the  latter 
at  Seaford,  Delaware — took  much  of  his  time.  He  bore  an 
active  part  in  the  state  campaign  of  1895,  when  many  of  the 
old  democratic  leaders  met  with  defeat.  At  that  time 
he  was  a  candidate  for  the  state  senate  and  was  one  of  the 
few  successful  democrats.  At  the  session  of  1896  Mr. 
Jackson  served  as  chairman  of  the  finance  committee, 
accomplishing  several  meritorious  reforms;  and  in  the  ses- 
sion of  1898  he  was  also  a  useful  member.  His  democratic 
friends  sought  to  have  him  become  a  congressional  can- 
didate in  1900  against  his  brother,  William  H.  Jackson, 
who  had  gone  over  to  the  republican  party  when  the  demo- 
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crats  first  advocated  "free  silver;"  but  Governor  Jackson 
could  not  be  persuaded  to  enter  the  contest.  In  1902  and 
in  1904  he  was  again  spoken  of  for  congress;  and  in  the 
latter  year  the  convention  even  went  so  far  as  to  nominate 
him  without  his  consent,  but  he  declined  the  honor.  Finally 
in  1907,  Mr.  Jackson  played  an  important  part  in  the  con- 
vention which  named  Austin  L.  Crothers  for  governor,  and 
he  was  largely  responsible  for  the  movement  which  gave  the 
deciding  votes  to  Mr.  Crothers  instead  of  to  Henry  Williams. 
In  the  days  when  Governor  Jackon  was  fighting  hardest 
for  success  in  the  business  world  he  put  into  practice  the 
theory  that  two  heads  are  better  than  one,  and  married. 
Mrs.  Jackson,  who  was  Miss  Nannie  Rider,  daughter  of  Dr. 
William  H.  Rider,  of  Salisbury,  was  the  close  companion  of 
the  governor  in  all  his  affairs  from  the  time  of  their  marriage, 
in  1869  They  made  their  home  in  the  beautiful  mansion 
which  Mr.  Jackson  erected  in  Salisbury  in  1885,  and  their 
greatest  interests  were  centered  in  the  Eastern  Shore  town. 
When  Salisbury  was  visited  by  a  disastrous  fire  in  1885, 
Governor  Jackson  contributed  generously  of  his  means  to 
the  rebuilding  of  the  place.  He  was,  of  course,  a  mighty 
force  in  the  commercial  affairs  of  his  home  town,  where  his 
own  business  constituted  so  large  a  source  of  activity. 
He  was  also  active  in  the  church  and  social  circles  of  the 
county  seat  of  Wicomico.  He  died  in  Baltimore,  on  Decem- 
ber 27,  1907. 
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There  is  a  wide  range  in  the  motive  that  inspires  differ- 
ent political  leaders  and  aspirants.  Upon  the  point  of 
ethics,  for  instance,  there  are  politicians  working  side  by- 
side — working  under  the  same  standard  and  apparently  for 
the  same  object — whose  characters  are  antithetical.  Thus, 
in  the  matter  of  morals,  there  stands  in  the  center  the  man 
who  makes  of  politics  a  business,  whether  for  monetary 
or  social  advantage;  and  the  pendulum  in  its  full  swing 
reaches  on  its  one  extreme  the  citizen  who  sees  in  politics 
a  form  of  religion;  and  on  the  other  the  schemist  who  makes 
of  it  a  species  of  crime.  The  business  politician  is  not  neces- 
sarily wicked — indeed,  it  were  unwarranted  to  assert  that 
he  is  to  any  great  extent  wicked — just  as  the  religiously 
righteous  politician  is  not  always  a  capable  or  a  profitable 
public  servant ;  the  criminal  politician  is,  of  course,  a  crim- 
inal. But  to  classify  under  these  three  heads  the  many 
officials  who  have  held  important  positions  under  Mary- 
land's state  government  would  be  a  task  impossible  of 
accomplishment,  for  the  true  motive  of  many  a  politician 
is  hidden  from  view.  There  are,  however,  numerous  cases 
in  which  this  condition  of  concealment  does  not  exist.  •  For 
example:  no  one  would  believe  that  Governor  Brown  is  in 
politics  as  a  means  of  worship,  and  he  himself  would  un- 
doubtedly be  the  first  to  protest,  were  he  written  down  as  a 
man  who  made  of  politics  a  religion.  A  man  of  large  busi- 
ness acumen,  his  political  ventures  have  been  conducted 
upon  the  same  business  principle  as  a  dozen  or  more  other 
large  undertakings  of  his  in  a  strictly  commercial  field. 
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And,  rejecting  the  fallacy  that  an  office-seeker  should  neces- 
sarily be  inspired  only  with  patriotism,  there  will  be  found 
in  his  political  career  not  a  little  to  admire,  whether  it  be  in 
his  business  methods  of  making  himself  governor,  or  of  carry- 
ing to  a  successful  close  the  campaigns  of  other  candidates. 
Frank  Brown  was  born  August  8,  1846,  at  Brown's  In- 
heritance, an  estate  in  Carroll  county  that  had  been  the 
homestead  of  several  of  his  ancestors.  His  father,  Stephen 
T.  Cockey  Brown,  was  a  grandson  of  Abel  Brown,  who 
emigrated  from  Dumfries,  Scotland,  to  Maryland  in  the 
early  half  of  the  eighteenth  century.  His  mother  had  been, 
before  her  marriage,  Miss  Susan  A.  Bennett,  daughter  of 
a  Carroll  county  farmer.  The  elder  Mr.  Brown  intended 
that  his  son  should  be  an  agriculturist.  Although  the  lad 
was  given  a  thorough  schooling,  being  entered  at  various 
educational  institutions  in  Carroll,  Howard  and  Baltimore 
counties,  his  father  stressed  that  portion  of  his  education 
which  had  to  do  with  the  management  of  a  farm.  But, 
while  farming  as  a  hobby  has  always  interested  Mr.  Frank 
Brown,  as  an  occupation  it  did  not  present  fascination 
enough  to  withhold  from  him  the  temptation  to  seek  a 
field  of  activity  in  less  isolated  territory,  and  early  in  his 
youth  he  came  to  Baltimore  and  entered  the  employ  of 
R.  Sinclair  and  Company,  dealers  in  agricultural  imple- 
ments. Subsequently  he  made  his  appearance  in  a  semi- 
political  position  when,  in  1870,  he  was  appointed  to  a 
clerkship  in  one  of  the  state  tobacco  warehouses.  Here 
the  Carroll  countian  continued  for  the  next  six  years,  serv- 
ing under  the  administrations  of  Governors  Bowie,  Whyte, 
and  Groome.  During  this  period  he  was  ever  busy  in 
building  up  for  himself  the  foundation  of  a  political  career; 
and  by  1875  he  had  grown  sufficiently  in  public  esteem  to  be 
the  successful  candidate  in  his  county  for  membership  in 
the  house  of  delegates. 
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In  this  instance — which  is  of  interest  because  it  marks  the 
initiation  of  the  future  governor  into  elective  office — there 
is  shown  Mr.  Brown's  method  of  laying  plans  well  in  advance 
of  a  contest  for  a  public  position.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  session  of  1876  as  well  as  that  of  1878,  having 
been  reelected  in  1877.  •  His  political  career  was  then  given 
a  pause  by  the  death  of  both  his  father  and  his  uncle,  a  dual 
loss  which  placed  upon  his  shoulders  the  responsibility  of 
managing  a  considerable  estate.  Although  these  new  cares 
kept  Mr.  Brown  out  of  the  legislative  race  in  1879,  just  one 
year  later,  in  1880,  he  made  his  initial  appearance  as  a  big 
public-spirited  character.  It  was  in  this  year  that  he 
accepted  the  presidency  of  the  Maryland  State  Agricul- 
tural and  Mechanical  Society,  and  it  was  not  long  before  he 
gave  evidence  of  remarkable  ability  as  an  organizer  and 
executive.  He  put  new  spirit  into  the  state  fairs  held  under 
the  society's  auspices,  and  few  public  movements  were 
started  thereafter  which  did  not  enlist  his  hearty  support. 
With  his  freedom  from  legislative  duties,  Mr.  Brown  also 
became  a  more  prominent  figure  in  the  political  affairs  of 
the  state  at  large,  being  particularly  active  in  the  presi- 
dential campaign  of  1884,  when  Mr.  Grover  Cleveland  was 
elected.  In  the  campaign  of  1885,  Mr.  Brown  was  treasurer 
of  the  democratic  state  central  committee.  Early  in  the 
Cleveland  administration  circumstances  arose  which  led  to 
a  vacancy  in  the  postmastership  at  Baltimore.  Mr.  Parker 
Veazey,  the  then  incumbent,  offered  his  resignation  and  the 
president  at  the  same  time  that  he  sent  this  to  congress 
presented  the  name  of  Mr.  Frank  Brown  as  Mr.  Veazey's 
successor.  Mr.  Brown  was  confirmed  and  became  post- 
master of  Baltimore  in  1886.  His  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  this  important  branch  of  the  federal  government 
continued  for  almost  four  years,  and  was  marked  by  several 
progressive  innovations.    Thus,  under  Postmaster  Brown 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PRANK   BROWN  25 1 

there  were  created  sub-stations  to  the  post  office  in  Balti* 
more,  the  system  of  postal  parcel  and  newspapers  boxes 
was  established,  and  mail  collection  by  carts  was  inaugu- 
rated. 

While  serving  as  postmaster,  Mr.  Brown  appeared  as  a 
candidate  for  the  democratic  gubernatorial  nomination. 
This  was  in  1887,  when  five  candidates  in  all  contested  for 
the  nomination.  Though  Mr.  Brown  controlled  but  twenty 
votes  in  the  convention,  he  was  unable  to  hold  even  these 
to  the  very  end,  and  after  Mr.  Jackson  had  been  named  for 
governor,  Mr.  Brown  announced  that  he  would  be  a  can- 
didate again  four  years  later.  This  shows  something  of 
Mr.  Brown's  business  method  in  politics.  It  was  a  very 
natural  thing  for  a  candidate  who  had  been  unsuccessful  to 
announce  that  he  would  make  another  contest;  but  in  the 
disappointed  Carroll  countians'  declaration  there  was  much 
more  than  a  wish  to  escape  gracefully  from  defeat.  For  the 
next  four  years,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  he  worked 
systematically  and  persistently  in  the  interest  of  his  own 
candidacy,  with  the  result  that  by  189 1  he  had  strengthened 
his  position  so  much,  that  the  leaders  opposed  to  him  were 
unable  to  withhold  the  coveted  nomination.  Mr.  Frank 
Brown  was  named  by  the  democratic  state  convention  in 
the  summer  of  1891,  and  the  republican  party  placed  in 
nomination,  as  his  opponent,  Mr.  William  J.  Vannort,  of 
Chestertown.  At  the  election,  held  November  3,  of  that 
year,  the  Carroll  countian  was  elected.  He  succeeded  Gov- 
ernor Jackson  on  January  13,  1892,  and  continued  as  gov- 
ernor until  January  8,  1896. 

Governor  Brown's  administration  was  characterized  by 
several  spectacular  public  events,  in  all  of  which  he  assumed 
a  conspicuous  part.  These  incidents,  generally,  afforded 
him  an  opportunity  for  the  display  of  his  business  ability 
and  of  his  power  to  take  the  initiative  at  critical  moments. 
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Especially  is  this  true  regarding  the  Frostburg  coal  strike 
of  1894.  This  labor  trouble  between  the  soft  coal  owners 
and  the  miners  was  but  part  of  a  general  dissatisfaction 
among  the  bituminous  coal  miners  in  the  eastern  states. 
A  strike  had  been  anticipated  by  the  governor,  who  for 
some  time  prior  to  its  materialization  had  had  the  disturbed 
mining  section  under  surveillance.  At  11  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  June  5,  he  received  a  telegram  that  the  strike 
had  so  far  advanced  in  the  Frostburg  district  that  the 
sheriff  was  helpless  to  guard  property.  The  governor's 
plans  had  all  been  so  well  laid,  that  by  4  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  same  day  he  had  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  regi- 
ments ready  to  send  to  Frostburg.  Special  trains  were 
provided  and  before  daylight  of  the  morrow  the  militia 
had  been  transported  to  the  scene  of  disturbance.  Instead 
of  first  issuing  his  proclamation  to  the  strikers  to  disperse 
and  then  waiting  to  see  how  far  they  would  obey,  Governor 
Brown  had  the  militia  march  upon  the  heels  of  the  agents 
who  were  deputized  to  post  copies  of  his  proclamation. 
When  Frostburg  awoke  on  the  morning  of  July  6,  it  found 
the  town  posted  with  the  governor's  orders  that  the  strikers 
refrain  from  violence;  but  it  also  found  the  streets  of  the 
town  occupied  with  soldiers  whose  mission  was  to  see  that 
the  orders  were  obeyed.  Governor  Brown  then  went  per- 
sonally to  Frostburg,  where  he  conferred  with  the  strike 
leaders,  with  the  result  that  in  Maryland  there  was  no  vio- 
lence, no  conflict  between  the  strikers  and  the  troops,  no 
destruction  of  property;  all  due  to  the*  care  with  which  the 
chief  magistrate  had  perfected  his  plans  for  meeting  the 
threats  of  mob-rule,  and  to  the  promptness  with  which 
those  plans  were  put  into  execution. 

Another  instance  of  Governor  Brown's  discretion  in  deal- 
ing with  the  people  at  a  time  of  unusual  excitement  was 
furnished  by  thfe  Hill  murder  case,  in  which  he  exercised 
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executive  clemency  in  commuting  the  sentence  of  four 
youthful  negro  murderers  from  capital  punishment  to  life 
imprisonment.  Dr.  Hill,  of  Chestertown,  had  been  mur- 
dered by  some  negroes  of  a  party  of  eight — men  and  boys. 
All  eight  negroes  were  arrested,  tried,  and  sentenced  to 
be  hung.  Governor  Brown  was  later  appealed  to  on  behalf 
of  four  of  the  negroes,  who  not  only  were  very  young,  but 
who  were  shown  to  have  been  drawn  into  the  affair  by  the 
older  men.  At  the  time,  however,  feeling  ran  high  against 
the  accused  men,  and  the  governor  had  to  exercise  great 
secrecy  in  investigating  the  case,  lest  some  rumor  of  his 
purpose  should  incite  the  neighbors  of  the  murdered  man 
to  resort  to  violence.  Governor  Brown  visited  the  boys 
in  person,  he  looked  fully  into  the  evidence  in  the  case,  and 
then  he  had  a  boat  go  secretly  by  night  to  Chestertown  to 
take  the  four  prisoners  aboard  and  bring  them  to  Baltimore; 
after  which  he  commuted  their  sentence.  For  a  time  the 
Eastern  Shoremen  were  bitter  against  the  governor  for 
his  interference,  and  threatened  to  lynch  the  remaining 
four  negroes;  but  better  judgment  prevailed,  and  the  law 
was  permitted  to  take  its  course  in  the  matter  of  hanging 
the  men  who  had  been  solely  responsible  for  the  crime. 
During  his  governorship  Mr.  Brown  had  also  to  deal  with 
the  once-famous  but  now  almost  forgotten  Coxey's  army, 
which,  after  its  ejection  from  the  national  capital,  camped 
for  a  while  on  Maryland  soil.  Backing  up  the  good  legal 
advice  of  the  attorney-general  with  his  own  business  judg- 
ment, he  succeeded  in  trapping  the  remnant  of  this  army 
of  tramps  in  such  a  manner  that  its  members  only  too 
gladly  accepted  his  invitation  to  leave  the  commonwealth 
by  a  special  train,  and  thus  the  state  was  freed  from  an 
element  which  was  both  undesirable  and  dangerous.  Not 
an  unimportant  feature  of  Governor  Brown's  administra- 
tion was  his  "tax  convention."    The  state  executive  was 
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not  in  agreement  with  certain  legislative  leaders  regarding 
a  proposed  assessment  bill.  Although  Governor  Brown 
favored  this  piece  of  legislation  in  parts,  he  opposed  it  as  a 
whole,  because  in  its  submitted  form  it  threatened  the 
people  with  double  taxation.  The  bill,  nevertheless,  was 
passed  by  the  session  of  1892,  but  did  not  become  a  law 
because  the  governor  withheld  his  signature  from  it.  It 
was  resurrected  in  the  session  of  1894;  but  met  with  defeat 
in  the  house  of  delegates.  At  this  time  Governor  Brown 
called  together  the  leading  public  men  of  the  state  to  attend 
his  somewhat  unique  nonpartisan  "tax"  convention,  at 
which  the  subject  of  taxation  was  thoroughly  discussed, 
to  the  general  enlightenment  of  the  public.  Mr.  Brown  was 
married,  1879,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Preston,  widow  of  Horatio 
Preston,  of  Boston,  and  daughter  of  David  Ridgely,  of 
Baltimore.  Since  the  death  of  Mrs.  Brown,  which  occurred 
in  1895,  the  ex-governor  has  taken  little  interest  in  his 
Carroll  county  homestead,  spending  most  of  his  time  in 
Baltimore  or  abroad. 

Shortly  after  his  retirement  from  the  executive  mansion, 
Governor  Brown  was  elected  president  of  the  Baltimore 
Traction  Company;  and  during  the  two  years  that  he  held 
this  position  he  wrought  great  improvement  in  the  finan- 
cial and  operating  departments  of  the  street  railway.  He 
came  into  prominence  in  the  municipal  campaign  of  1899, 
when  he  selected  Mr.  Thomas  G.  Hayes  as  the  most  avail- 
able candidate  for  mayor  in  the  democratic  party,  and 
his  management  was  the  greatest  contribution  to  the  suc- 
cess of  Mr.  Hayes'  campaign.  In  the  same  manner  he 
became  the  sponsor  for  Mr.  J.  Barry  Mahool  for  mayor  of 
Baltimore  in  1907,  and  he  managed  the  campaign  which 
resulted  in  Mr.  Mahool's  election.  The  new  city  executive 
appointed  Mr.  Brown  city  collector,  and  by  his  acceptance 
of  the  office  he  returned,  after  many  years  of  retirement 
to  public  service. 
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LLOYD  LOWNDES 

*  In  the  closing  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  people  of 
Maryland  became  dissatisfied  with  the  political  methods 
employed  in  the  conduct  of  state  affairs.  The  impression 
obtained  that  the  body  politic  needed  an  emetic  and  that 
the  season  was  ripe  for  reform  or  an  attempt  at  an  improve- 
ment of  things  political.  At  this  opportune  moment  the 
republican  party  of  Maryland,  which  was  in  the  minority, 
brought  forth  as  its  candidate  one  of  the  most  representative 
business  men  of  the  state  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  dissatisfied 
democrats  of  the  state,  elected  him.  Governor  Lowndes 
administered  the  affairs  of  Maryland  for  four  years,  during 
which  time  he  inaugurated  numerous  reforms  which  the 
better  element  of  both  parties  had  thought  necessary  and  to 
which  he  had  pledged  himself,  and  his  entire  course  while 
state  executive  won  commendation  from  the  members  of 
both  parties;  and  yet,  at  the  close  of  his  administration, 
when  he  appeared  for  reflection,  he  met  with  defeat.  'His 
failure  to  be  continued  in  office,  however,  is  not  surprising 
in  view  of  the  facts  that  people  do  not  long  remember  the 
services  of  their  faithful  servants,  and  that  Maryland,  except 
in  the  campaign  when  Mr.  Lowndes  was  elected  governor, 
had  chosen  only  democratic  state  executives  for  a  period  of 
forty  years. 

Lloyd  Lowndes  was  born  in  Clarksburg,  in  what  is  now 
West  Virginia,  on  February  21,  1845.  His  father,  Lloyd 
Lowndes,  was  descended  from  Benjamin  Tasker,  who  admin- 
istered the  affairs  of  Maryland  during  colonial  days,  and 
Edward  Lloyd,  who  was  governor  of  the  state  in  the  early 
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part  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  mother  of  Governor 
Lowndes  had  been  Miss  Marie  Moore  before  her  marriage. 
Lloyd  Lowndes  attended  the  local  academy  of  Clarksburg 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  Wash- 
ington College,  Washington,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  until 
1863.  Later  he  went  to  Allegheny  College,  Meadville,  Pa., 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1865.  Subsequently  he 
entered  the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  graduated  in  law  in  1867. 

The  elder  Mr.  Lowndes  had  taken  up  his  residence  in 
Cumberland,  Md.,  where  he  engaged  in  business,  and  as 
soon  as  his  son  had  completed  his  studies  he  joined  his  father 
in  the  Western  Maryland  city.  He  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  law  in  Cumberland,  set  about  informing  himself  upon 
matters  of  general  public  interest  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  also  entered  the  matrimonial  state.  The  wife  of  the 
governor  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Tasker  Lowndes,  his  first 
cousin.  Mr.  Lowndes  soon  after  his  marriage  abandoned 
law  for  more  congenial  fields,  and  during  the  greater  portion 
of  his  business  life  he  was  interested  in  financial  and  mining 
enterprises,  and  in  politics. 

In  the  Grant-Greeley  campaign  of  1872,  Mr.  Lowndes 
received  the  republican  nomination  for  congress.  He  had 
as  his  opponent  John  Ritchie,  who  was  then  representing 
the  Sixth  district  in  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
defeated  the  congressman.  When  Mr.  Lowndes  entered 
the  forty-third  congress  he  had  the  distinction  of  being  its 
youngest  member,  aged  twenty-eight.  During  the  ses- 
sion the  civil  rights  bill  was  brought  up  for  consideration 
by  the  republicans,  who  planned  through  it  to  punish 
further  the  southern  states.  The  measure  was  one  that 
every  republican  was  expected  to  support;  but  Mr.  Lowndes, 
despite  his  tender  years  and  the  certainty  of  disaster 
which  was  sure  to  follow  the  course,  courageously  opposed 
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the  unjust  measure,  and  he  and  five  other  republicans  in 
the  house  voted  with  the  democrats  against  it.  This  sin- 
gle feature  of  Governor  Lowndes'  congressional  career  is 
sufficient  to  indicate  the  kind  of  man  he  was  in  the  national 
legislature.  He  served  during  his  two-year  term  on  several 
important  committees  and  accomplished  an  enormous 
amount  of  labor,  for  he  was  among  the  laborers  rather  than 
the  talkers.  But  in  pursuing  the  course  ordered  by  his  con- 
science he  had  signed  his  own  death  warrant  as  a  congress- 
man. In  1874  he  appeared  as  a  candidate  for  reflection, 
but  was  defeated  by  William  Walsh,  democrat.  His  failure 
in  the  election  of  1874  put  an  end,  apparently,  to  Mr. 
Lowndes'  ambition  for  political  honors,  and  for  twenty-two 
years  thereafter  he  refrained  determinedly  from  seeking 
office.  During  this  period,  however,  he  was  active  in  the 
ranks  of  his  party,  and  exerted  an  enormous  influence  upon 
the  plans  and  battles  of  the  republican  party,  not  only  in 
his  own  section  of  Maryland,  but  throughout  the  state. 

Mr.  Lowndes  was  the  owner  or  part  owner  of  extensive 
coal  lands,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  management  of 
the  companies  operating  these  lands.  In  addition  to  his 
coal  interests,  he  was  more  or  less  intimately  connected 
with  the  management  of  several  financial  institutions.  He 
entered  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Second  National  Bank 
of  Cumberland  in  early  manhood,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  was  elected  its  president.  He  was  also  on  the  execu- 
tive board  of  the  International  Trust  Company  and  a  director 
of  the  Fidelity  and  Deposit  Company,  both  of  Baltimore. 
He  owned  the  Cumberland  Daily  News,  and  gave  to  it  more 
or  less  of  his  personal  attention,  and  he  managed  to  spare 
a  little  time  from  his  active  life  for  supervising  the  farming 
of  his  large  Allegany  county  estate.  His  wealth  afforded 
Mr.  Lowndes  the  means  of  engaging  largely  in  charitable 
work,  and  in  this  he  had  the  constant  cooperation  of  Mrs. 
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Lowndes.  He  was  devoted  to  his  church,  Emmanuel 
Episcopal  of  Cumberland,  and  was  in  his  later  years  the 
senior  warden  of  its  vestry.  He  was  the  delegate  from  his 
parish  to  the  diocesan  conventions  for  about  twenty-five 
years  consecutively. 

With  all  these  drains  upon  his  time,  however,  Mr.  Lowndes 
found  ample  opportunity  for  taking  an  interest  in  polit- 
ical affairs.  He  was  throughout  the  period  beginning  with 
his  retirement  from  congress  and  terminating  with  his 
nomination  for  governor  of  Maryland,  a  faithful  laborer 
for  his  party's  success  and  a  liberal  contributor  of  financial 
ammunition  to  its  committees.  In  1880  he  was  a  delegate 
to  the  national  republican  convention.  He  was  solicited 
in  1 89 1  to  make  the  fight  for  governor  of  Maryland,  but  he 
refused.  Four  years  later,  however,  at  the  instance  of  his 
more  faithful  adherents  in  the  republican  party  and  certain 
friends  in  the  democratic  organization,  he  permitted  his 
name  to  be  used  for  first  place  upon  the  republican  state 
ticket.  He  had  as  his  opponent  John  E.  Hurst,  a  prominent 
merchant  of  Baltimore  and  a  faithful  supporter  of  the  demo- 
cratic organization.  The  campaign  in  the  fall  of  1895  ^as 
marked  by  a  general  desertion  of  the  independent  demo- 
crats to  the  support  of  the  republican  candidate,  and  Mr. 
Lowndes  was  elected  governor  of  Maryland  by  a  majority 
of  more  than  18,000. 

He  succeeded  Mr.  Frank  Brown  on  January  8,  1896,  and 
during  the  next  four  years  the  affairs  of  the  executive  office 
were  administered  in  a  manner  that  at  no  time  justified 
reproach,  but  constantly  warranted  the  warmest  praise  for 
the  first  republican  elected  chief  magistrate  of  Maryland  in 
almost  thirty  years.  At  the  same  time  the  governor  was 
handicapped  somewhat  by  a  legislature  which  was  not  as 
pure  in  motives  or  as  conscientious  in  conduct  as  was  the 
state  executive.    But,  despite  contention  and  friction,  Gov- 
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ernor  Lowndes  was  able  to  fulfill  every  promise  made  by 
him  while  campaigning,  so  far  as  reform  was  concerned. 
Thus  the  Reform  League  election  law,  the  general  assess- 
ment law  and  the  new  Baltimore  City  Charter  law  were 
passed  during  his  term  in  office.  He  gave  proof  of  his  con- 
cern in  the  general  welfare  of  his  state  by  his  support  of 
measures  which  aimed  to  encourage  immigration  to  the 
sparsely  settled  sections  of  the  state.  His  administration 
witnessed  the  Spanish-American  War,  and  he  promptly 
responded  to  the  president's  call  by  sending  to  the  front  a 
part  of  Maryland's  militia. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  Governor  Lowndes  might 
have  been  able  to  effect  his  election  to  the  United  States 
senate  while  governor,  had  he  so  willed,  and  it  is  certain 
that  he  was  eager  to  serve  his  state  in  the  upper  branch  of 
congress.  During  his  administration  two  senators  were 
chosen,  and  in  both  cases  they  were  republican.  Governor 
Lowndes,  however  much  he  might  have  coveted  the  prize 
on  either  occasion,  was  dissuaded  from  using  his  power  to 
bring  to  him  the  office.  He  was  willing  to  forego  the  attain- 
ment of  his  greatest  ambition  politically  for  what  he  believed 
at  the  time  was  the  good  of  his  party  and  the  state  generally, 
regardless  of  party  affiliation. 

The  republican  party,  when  it  met  in  convention  in  1899, 
again  nominated  him  for  first  place  on  the  state  ticket.  This 
nomination  was  an  unusual  compliment  in  Maryland,  where 
political  parties  have  not  been  accustomed  under  the  con- 
stitution adopted  in  1867  to  give  a  governor  a  renomination. 
The  democratic  party  named  John  Walter  Smith,  of  Wor- 
cester county,  and  in  the  election  held  on  November  7, 
1899,  the  latter  was  given  a  majority  of  12,123  votes.  The 
defeat  of  Governor  Lowndes  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  state  was  normally  democratic.  Then,  too,  there  was 
disaffection  among  the  republicans. 
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Although  after  his  retirement  Mr.  Lowndes  was  forced 
to  make  war  upon  certain  factions  of  his  own  party,  he 
continued  to  exert  a  large  influence  upon  its  affairs  in  the 
state.  He  was  upon  intimate  terms  with  President  Roose- 
velt, a  source  of  much  strength  to  him,  and  generally  was 
held  as  the  leader  of  his  party  in  Maryland,  though  an 
occasional  defeat  was  administered  to  him  by  the  McComas 
element  in  Maryland  republican  circles.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  however,  he  was  by  many  odds  the  biggest  figure 
in  his  party  and  was  regarded  as  the  logical  candidate  for 
governor  in  the  approaching  state  election.  When  his  future 
seemed  to  promise  most,  Governor  Lowndes  was  suddenly 
stricken  down,  and  died  almost  without  warning  on  the 
morning  of  January  8,  1905. 
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JOHN  WALTER  SMITH 

In  the  smaller  towns  and  country  districts  political 
aspirants  are  not  generally  put  into  public  service  as 
young  as  they  are  in  the  more  thickly  populated  cen- 
ters; the  country  politician  must  bide  his  time,  working 
slowly  upward,  if  he  hopes  to  become  the  holder  of  an 
important  elective  office.  He  must,  as  a  rule,  be  well  known 
among  the  people  he  wishes  to  convert  into  his  constituents; 
and  usually  a  reputation  for  success  in  business  will  prove 
his  strongest  recommendation  to  the  rural  voter.  Farmers 
have  a  strong  leaning  toward  successful  business  men  as 
candidates  for  public  office;  in  this  respect  they  show  a 
superiority  over  the  city  voter,  who  can  be  tempted  to  give 
his  support  to  an  unsuccessful  lawyer  in  preference  to  a 
man  who,  though  he  can  neither  orate  nor  gesticulate  grace- 
fully, has  a  head  full  of  business  sense. 

These  prevailing  conditions  of  the  rural  section  supply  an 
index  to  the  political  rise  of  Governor  Smith.  He  gave  the 
best  energy  of  his  early  manhood  to  the  commercial  enter- 
prises in  which  he  became  interested,  although  in  the  mean- 
while he  devoted  a  portion  of  his  time  to  political  affairs. 
While  he  was  attaining  prominence  as  a  man  of  large  com- 
mercial pursuits,  he  labored  quietly  but  persistently  for 
the  success  of  the  democratic  party  in  the  lower  Eastern 
Shore;  and  gradually  not  only  won  for  himself  a  wide 
circle  of  acquaintances  among  the  neighboring  leaders,  but 
he  became  favorably  known  to  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
voters.  In  time  he  acquired  a  remarkable  hold  upon  polit- 
ical affairs  in  his  own  section,  where  he  had  made  for  himself 
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a  big  reputation  as  a  successful  business  man;  but  he  was  no 
longer  a  stripling  when  the  time  arrived  to  seek  political 
honors,  for  he  had  reached  the  age  of  forty-four  before 
making  his  initial  appearance  as  a  candidate. 

John  Walter  Smith,  the  son  of  John  Walter  Smith  and 
Charlotte  (Whittington)  Smith,  was  born  at  Snow  Hill  on 
February  5,  1845.  In  ^e  county  of  which  his  native  town 
is  the  governmental  seat  the  ancestors  of  the  governor  had 
been  residents  for  several  generations  back;  and  not  a  few 
of  them  had  won  some  little  distinction  in  public  life.  His 
grandfather,  on  the  maternal  side,  William  Whittington — 
a  large  landowner  of  Worcester — was  chosen  one  of  the 
early  judges  in  what  is  now  the  first  judicial  district;  and 
his  great  grandfather,  Samuel  Handy,  was  a  member  of 
the  Association  of  the  Freemen  of  America.  Through  the 
misfortune  of  being  early  orphaned,  John  Walter  Smith, 
the  younger,  came  under  the  influence  of  one  who  played 
an  important  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  Maryland.  Shortly 
after  the  boy's  birth  his  mother  died,  and  when  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  five  he  lost  his  father.  He  then  became 
the  ward  of  Ephraim  K.  Wilson,  who  was  twice  honored  by 
being  elected  to  the  United  States  senate,  and  this  guar- 
dianship had  much  to  do  with  the  early  development  of 
Mr.  Smith's  political  ambition. 

Mr.  Smith  attended  the  primary  schools  and  Union 
Academy  of  Snow  Hill.  His  school  days,  however,  were 
brought  to  a  close  in  1863,  when  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
began  his  business  career.  He  was  employed  as  a  clerk 
in  the  store  of  George  S.  Richardson  and  Brother.  He 
subsequently  became  a  partner  of  this  firm,  which  is  con- 
tinued today  as  Smith,  Moore  and  Company.  Mr.  Smith 
is  a  representative  business  man  of  the  type  produced  by 
the  smaller  towns  of  Maryland;  his  commercial  interests 
grew  steadily  and  soon  exceeded  the  narrow  confines  of  his 
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own  native  town,  but  he  has  ever  maintained  first  affection 
for  the  old  homeplace,  and  his  business  success  has  also  been 
the  business  success  of  Snow  Hill  as  well  as  of  Worcester. 
He  was  active  in  the  organization  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Snow  Hill  in  1887,  in  which  institution  he  retains 
a  large  interest.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  landowners  of  his 
own  county  and  is  prominent  in  many  of  the  local  indus- 
tries— his  business  energy  having  lead  him  into  concerns  of 
greatly  varied  complexion,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  oyster 
industry,  lumbering,  canning,  farming,  finances  and  insur- 
ance. He  is  vice-president  of  the  Surry  Lumber  Company 
and  the  Surry,  Sussex  and  Southampton  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  he  is  connected  with  many  other  institutions  in 
Snow  Hill,  Baltimore  and  other  parts  of  the  state. 

The  early  appearance  of  Mr.  Smith  in  the  business  life 
of  Snow  Hill  had  also  its  bearing  upon  his  home  life.  After 
he  had  been  admitted  as  a  junior  member  to  the  firm  of 
George  S.  Richardson  and  Brother,  he  was  married,  when 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  to  Miss  Mary  Frances  Richard- 
son, a  sister  of  the  senior  partner  of  the  house.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  have  always  retained  their  home  residence  in 
Snow  Hill,  although  there  have  been  times  when  Mr.  Smith's 
official  duties  have  necessitated  a  temporary  residence 
either  at  Annapolis  or  Baltimore.  The  home  circle  for 
many  years  consisted  of  the  parents  and  two  daughters. 
One  of  the  girls,  Miss  Charlotte  Whittington  Smith,  died 
some  years  ago,  while  the  other  daughter,  Mrs.  Arthur  D. 
Foster,  has  resided  in  Baltimore  since  her  marriage.  Al- 
though with  the  breaking  of  the  family  circle  the  Smith 
home  may  have  lost' some  of  its  former  life,  it  retains  its 
reputation  of  being  the  center  for  true  Eastern  Shore  hos- 
pitality. Even  the  most  violent  political  enemies  of  the 
ex-governor  admit  that  for  courteous  manners  and  hospit- 
able instincts  the  Worcester  countian  has  no  superiors,  and 
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nowhere  are  these  characteristics  seen  to  better  advantage 
than  when  Mr.  Smith  is  the  host  of  his  friends  in  his  Snow 
Hill  home. 

Although  Mr.  Smith  did  not  appear  as  a  candidate  for 
office  until  1889,  when  he  was  a  man  of  forty-four,  he  had 
been  a  considerable  factor  in  Eastern  Shore  politics  a  long 
time  before  that.  It  was  in  1889  that  he  determined  to 
enter  the  campaign  to  represent  Worcester  county  in  the 
state  senate,  and  not  only  was  he  elected  state  senator  in 
that  year,  but  he  was  reelected  for  full  four-year  terms  in 
1893  anc*  in  I^97*  Early  in  his  career  as  state  senator,  he 
experienced  the  first  of  two  great  political  disappointments, 
both  resulting  from  his  defeat  as  a  candidate  for  the 
United  States  senate.  Ephraim  K.  Wilson,  Mr. "  Smith's 
former  guardian,  had  been  chosen  to  the  upper  branch  of 
congress  in  1885  for  six  years,  and  in  1891  was  reelected 
for  the  term  to  expire  in  1897.  This  second  election  wit- 
nessed Mr.  Smith  as  the  especial  champion  of  Senator  Wil- 
son, and  when  the  latter  died,  on  February  24,  1891,  before 
having  begun  his  second  term,  State  Senator  Smith  an- 
nounced himself  as  candidate  for  the  seat  made  vacant  by 
Senator  Wilson's  death.  Mr.  Charles  H.  Gibson,  however, 
was  more  acceptable  to  the  leaders  of  the  Western  Shore, 
and  Mr.  Smith  had  to  forego  for  a  time  his  ambition  to 
serve  in  the  upper  branch  of  congress. 

At  the  session  of  the  legislature  in  1894,  which  marked  the 
beginning  of  Mr.  Smith's  second  term  in  the  state  senate, 
he  was  elected  president  of  that  body.  In  the  election 
of  1896,  the  democratic  party  had  lost  the,  first  con- 
gressional district,  and  two  years  later  Mr.  Smith  was 
prevailed  upon  to  become  a  candidate  for  the  lower  house 
of  congress  in  the  hope  that  his  large  following  would  make 
possible  a  recovery  of  the  lost  territory.  Although  the 
republicans  bitterly  contested  the  election,  Mr.  Smith  was 
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successful,  but  before  he  began  his  service  in  congress,  he 
was  placed  in  nomination  for  governor  of  Maryland  by  the 
democratic  state  convention  that  met  in  the  summer  of 
1899.  At  the  previous  gubernatorial  election,  Maryland 
had,  on  account  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  methods  of  the 
democratic  leaders,  elected  a  republican  chief  magistrate 
for  the  first  time  since  the  Civil  War.  Governor  Lowndes, 
the  republican  in  question,  appeared  for  reelection  in  oppo- 
sition to  Mr.  Smith  in  1899,  but  was  defeated. 

The  most  prominent  feature  of  Governor  Smith's  admin- 
istration, extending  from  January  io,  1900,  to  January  13, 
1904,  was  his  call  for  an  extra  session  of  the  legislature  in 
1 901.  It  must  not  be  supposed  that  his  term  in  the  execu- 
tive mansion  was  so  void  of  important  events  that  this  inci- 
dent should  be  regarded  as  the  only  one  of  great  moment; 
but  for  his  course  in  convening  in  extra  session  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  Governor  Smith  was  more  bitterly  attacked 
and  more  ardently  supported  than  for  any  other  act  of  his 
governorship.  Early  in  Governor  Smith's  administration 
reports  were  sent  to  the  executive  mansion  that  frauds 
had  been  perpetrated  in  the  census  returns  for  the  decade 
of  1900,  which,  if  they  remained  uncorrected,  would  result 
in  allowing  an  unjust  representation  in  the  house  of  dele- 
gates to  the  republican  counties.  The  governor,  therefore, 
on  February  13,  1901,  issued  a  proclamation,  instructing 
members  of  the  legislature  to  meet  in  special  session  at 
Annapolis  on  March  6,  1901,  and  in  explanation  of  his 
course  he  pointed  out:  (1)  That  errors  in  the  enumera- 
tion by  the  United  States  census  of  the  population  of  the 
state,  if  not  corrected  by  an  enumeration  under  state  author- 
ity, would  give  to  the  same. section  of  the  state  a  dispro- 
portionate representation  in  the  house  fit  delegates,  (a) 
The  urgent  need  for  legislation  to  reform  manifest  and  great 
abuses  in  the  state's  election  law.     (3)  A  demand  from  the 
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mayor  and  city  council  of  Baltimore  for  additional  power 
in  connection  with  sewerage  of  the  city,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  its  sanitary  condition.  The  legislature  met  on  the 
day  prescribed  ^nd  continued  in  session  until  March  28, 
1 90 1.  The  particular  business  for  which  it  had  been  called 
was  discharged:  the  sewer  bill  was  passed;  provision  was 
made  for  taking  a  state  census,  which  proved  the  correct- 
ness of  Governor  Smith's  charge  that  frauds  had  been  per- 
petrated ;  a  new  election  law  was  passed ;  and  the  re- warding 
of  Baltimore  city  was  ordered. 

During  his  term  as  governor,  Mr.  Smith  either  took  the 
initiative  or  else  contributed  liberally  of  his  energy  in  many 
movements  for  the  public  good.  He  was  active  in  starting 
a  public  campaign  against  tuberculosis,  urging  the  legis- 
lature in  1902  to  create  a  commission  to  investigate  the 
disease  with  a  view  to  preventing  its  spread,  and  he  has 
served  upon  the  commission  which  was  created  in  response 
to  his  request.  He  labored  untiringly  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  county  schools,  and  the  marvelous  advance 
made  in  public  education  in  the  rural  districts  since  the 
creation  of  a  state  superintendency  of  public  education  is 
largely  due  to  him.  Early  in  his  legislative  career  he  had 
introduced  the  free  school  bill,  which  he  pressed  for  passage 
in  subsequent  sessions  until  1896,  when  the  bill  became  a 
law;  and  during  his  term  as  governor  he  secured  the  revi- 
sion of  the  public  school  law  governing  the  appointment  of 
school  commissioners  so  as  to  provide  for  bi-partisan  rep- 
resentation in  all  the  counties  in  order  to  divorce  the  school 
system  from  political  influence.  \ 

-  During  the  legislative  session  di  1904,  Mr.  Smith  made  his 
second  contest  for  a  seat  in  the  United  States  senate.  After 
a  prolonged  fight,  which  assumed  the  aspect  of  an  unbreak- 
able deadlock,  Mr.  Isidor  Rayner  was  eventually  elected, 
and  Mr.  Smith  suffered  the  second  of  his  great  political 
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defeats.  Instead,  however,  of  becoming  discouraged,  the 
Worcester  countian  prepared  himself  for  a  fresh  effort. 
Theretofore  he  had  looked  to  certain  political  leaders  to 
aid  him  in  realizing  his  greatest  political  ambition,  and 
these  leaders  had  deserted  him.  Now  he  set  about  to  build 
up  a  political  following  throughout  the  state  in  which  he 
need  be  dependentupon  the  caprice  of  no  man,  but  in  which 
he  should  have  the  deciding  voice.  How  wisely  he  organ- 
ized his  forces  was  shown  in  the  democratic  primary  election 
in  the  fall  of  1907,  when  Mr.  Smith  was  named  by  an  over- 
whelming majority  as  the  party's  nominee  for  the  six-year 
term  in  the  United  States  senate  beginning  on  March  4, 
1909;  and,  in  accordance  with  this  popular  nomination, 
he  was  elected  senator  by  the  legislature  early  in  the  ses- 
sion of  1908.  He  was  elected  to  the  seat  which  Senator 
Whyte,  had  he  lived,  would  have  vacated  in  1909.  Upon 
the  death  of  Senator  Whyte  before  the  completion  of  his 
term,  Governor  Anith  was  elected  by  the  general  assembly, 
in  the  spring  of  1908,  to  serve  the  unexpired  portion  of 
Senator  Whyte's  term,  and  he  immediately  qualified  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  United  States  senate. 
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Throughout  certain  classic  forms  of  musical  composition 
there  is  one  dominant  strain.  This  primary  idea  may  at 
times  disappear  in  a  haze  of  variations;  it  may  be  lost  in  a 
whirl  of  melody  that  drowns  the  central  theme;  and  yet, 
throughout  the  composition,  it  will  appear  again  and  again 
until  it  has  been  impressed  indelibly  upon  the  mind  of  the 
auditor.  In  much  the  same  way,  in  the  life  of  a  man  of 
big  personality  there  is  usually  found  one  dominant  strain. 
This  something  need  not  necessarily  protrude  above  the 
surface  of  the  general  make-up;  indeed,  it  may  sometimes 
seem  lost  in  a  whole  company  of  stressed  strains;  still  upon 
close  scrutiny  it  will  be  found,  in  varied  form  perhaps  or 
modified  in  volume,  but  forever  dominating.  For  instance, 
while  there  were  many  admirable  traits  in  the  character  of 
Governor  Pratt,  one  stood  out  in  such  strong  relief  that 
all  the  others  became  merely  background  to  it,  and  that 
one  was  his  honesty — honesty  for  state  as  well  as  for  man, 
honesty  in  spirit  no  less  than  in  word.  In  like  manner  the 
life  of  Governor  Hamilton  solved  itself  into  one  prevailing 
theme:  administrative  economy — a  curtailment  of  the  cost 
of  running  the  government  in  order  that  the  real  burden- 
bearers  of  the  nation,  the  small  taxpayers,  might  be  freed 
from  oppression.  And  in  approaching  the  life  of  Governor 
Warfield,  the  student  is  soon  impressed  with  the  theme  of 
personal  responsibility.  Mr.  Warfield's  patriotism,  his  ad- 
vocacy of  clean  politics,  his  support  of  the  merit  system, 
and  every  other  marked  feature  of  his  administration  as 
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governor  and  of  his  teachings  as  a  political  leader,  one  and 
all  rest  upon  this  dominant  strain. 

Edwin  Warfield  was  born  at  Oakdale,  Howard  county, 
on  May  7 , 1 848.  The  place  of  his  birth  proved  an  important 
factor  in  the  shaping  of  his  character.  For  several  genera- 
tions his  ancestors  had  owned  and  tilled  the  great  expanse  of 
lands  upon  which  his  eyes  early  learned  to  feast,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  he  came  to  feel  that  the  old  Warfields, 
though  long  since  dead,  still  lingered  about  the  place.  Of  the 
deeds  which  these  progenitors  performed  and  of  the  virtues 
for  which  they  are  reputed  Mr.  Warfield  is,  indeed,  exceed- 
ingly proud.  But  he  is  not  a  pensioner  on  the  past; 
rather  he  has  ever  regarded  the  accomplishments  of  his 
forebears  as  placing  an  increased  responsibility  upon  him, 
rather  of  freeing  him  entirely  from  any  requirement  for 
individual  effort.  His  father  was  Albert  G.  Warfield,  of 
aline  of  Warfields  who  for  several  hundred  years  had  been 
prominent  in  the  "affairs  of  the  Old  Line  State,  winning 
distinction  in  time  of  war  and  of  peace.  Mrs.  Warfield,  the 
Governor's  mother,  was  a  daughter  of  Col.  Gassaway  Wat- 
kins,  who  served  as  a  member  of  the  Maryland  Line  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  was  president  of  the  Maryland 
Society  of  the  Cincinnati  at  the  time  of  his  death,  1840. 

Mr.  Warfield  acquired  his  elementary  training  at  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Howard  county  and  also  at  St.  Timothy's  Hall, 
Catonsville.  With  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  however, 
and  the  subsequent  emancipation  of  negro  slaves,  affairs 
at  Oakdale  took  on  a  somewhat  different  aspect,  and  he 
had  to  close  his  books  that  he  might  bear  his  share  of  the 
farm  labor  and  also  contribute  to  the  family  income  during 
those  months  when  the  fields  needed  least  attention.  It 
was  in  1866  that  Mr.  Warfield,  then  just  eighteen  years  of 
age  and  with  no  special  training  as  a  teacher,  determined 
to  look  to  the  profession  of  pedagogy  for  a  livelihood.     He 
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found ,  some  four  or  five  miles  from  his  own  home,  a  not  greatly 
coveted  little  country  school  house,  which  happened  to  be 
without  a  teacher,  and  he  set  about  obtaining  an  appointment 
to  this  charge.  He  approached  the  school  commissioners  and 
asked  to  be  appointed  a  probationary  teacher.  He  frankly 
confessed  that  he  was  not  then  able  to  pass  the  required 
examination  but  gave  his  word  that  if  appointed  he  not 
only  would  keep  well  ahead  of  his  classes,  but  the  following 
spring  would  take  and  pass  the  teacher's  examination. 
He  was  appointed,  and  when  the  teacher's  examination  was 
held  in  the  spring  of  1867,  Mr.  Warfield  made  good  his 
promise  that  he  would  pass  it.  In  consequence  he  was  pro- 
moted from  a  probationary  to  be  a  regular  teacher,  and 
continued  in  the  work  of  the  county  schools  for  some  years 
thereafter,  at  the  same  time  reading  law.  He  was  later 
admitted  to  the  bar. 

Throughout  this  time  he,  like  the  Warfields  who  had 
preceded  him,  took  a  large  interest  in  public  affairs.  He 
worked  in  his  own  immediate  neighborhood,  talked  for  and 
against  candidates  and  issues,  and  acquired  some  reputation 
as  a  speaker.  It  was  in  1874  that  he  abandoned  the  pro- 
fession of  teaching  to  accept  a  public  office.  The  office  of 
register  of  wills  in  Howard  County  became  vacant  through 
the  death  of  the  duly  elected  register,  and  Mr.  Warfield  was 
named  to  fill  the  unexpired  term.  In  the  next  year  he 
announced  that  he  would  be  a  candidate  for  a  full  term  of 
six  years  and  was  given  a  larger  majority  at  the  election 
than  any  other  candidate  on  the  ticket.  This  post  was 
remunerative  as  contrasted  with  the  modest  salary  received 
as  a  county  school-teacher,  and  it  was  also  congenial  to 
Mr.  Warfield.  As  the  time  approached  for  a  new  election, 
however,  he  announced  that  he  would  not  ask  for  another 
term,  and  so,  in  1881,  set  the  precedent  that  he  has  ever 
since  followed — not  to  ask  the  people  to  return  him  to  any 


Digitized  by 


Google 


EDWIN    WARFIELD  27 1 

office  in  which  he  has  just  finished  serving  a  full  term  by 
election. 

While  Mr.  Warfield  declined  to  make  another  contest  for 
the  registership,  he  showed  no  intention  of  retiring  from 
public  life.  In  fact,  he  coupled  with  his  declination  an 
announcement  that  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  represent 
Howard  county  in  the  upper  branch  of  the  general  assem- 
bly. There  was  at  the  time  a  vacancy  in  the  senate  for  the 
unexpired  term  of  Arthur  Pue  Gorman,  who  had  resigned  a 
state  senatorship  to  accept  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
senate,  and  it  was  the  remaining  two  years  of  Mr.  Gor- 
man's term  in  the  upper  branch  of  the  legislature  that  Mr. 
Warfield  coveted,  and  that  he  got  in  the  election  of  1881. 
Two  years  later  he  appeared  as  a  candidate  for  a  full  term  in 
the  state  senate  and  was  elected  for  the  four  years,  from  1883 
to  1887.  With  his  appearance  as  a  member  of  the  general 
assembly  in  188 1,  Mr.  Warfield  set  up  a  law  office  in  Ellicott 
City,  where  he  looked  after  the  interests  of  those  who  were 
willing  to  become  his  clients.  Shortly  after  he  reached  out 
in  his  endeavor  to  be  an  influential  citizen  by  purchasing  the 
Ellicott  City  Times,  which  paper  he  owned  and  edited  from 
1882  to  1886.  The  latter  year  saw  him  the  originator  and 
one  of  the  organizers  o:  the  Patapsco  National  Bank  of 
Ellicott  City,  a  financial  institution  with  which  he  main- 
tained official  relations  until  1890. 

Mr.  Warfield  took  an  important  part  in  the  presidential 
campaign  of  1884,  when  the  success  of  the  democratic  ticket 
carried  Mr.  Grover  Cleveland  into  the  White  House,  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  democratic  party  numerous 
important  and  well-paying  offices  that  required  the  services 
of  competent  and  honest  men.  When  the  time  came  for 
appointing  a  successor  to  the  retiring  republican  surveyor 
of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  the  president,  naturally  feeling 
Jcindly  toward  Mr.  Warfield  for  his  contribution  to  the  party's 
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success,  decided  to  nominate  him  for  the  post,  although  no 
application  had  been  made  for  it  by  Mr.  Warfield.  He  was 
at  this  time  still  serving  in  the  state  senate,  of  which  he  had 
been  chosen  president  at  the  session  of  1886.  His  appoint- 
ment as  surveyor  was  made  on  April  5,  1886,  and  he  was 
apprised  of  his  selection  at  about  the  time  the  general 
assembly  was  preparing  to  adjourn.  In  order,  therefore, 
to  provide  for  a  president  of  the  senate  in  event  of  an  extra 
session  or  of  other  emergency  Mr.  Warfield  resigned  as 
excutive  of  the  upper  branch  of  the  legislature  within  half 
an  hour  of  the  close  of  the  session.  Upon  accepting  the 
post  of  surveyor  of  the  port  Mr.  Warfield,  in  deference  to 
the  known  views  of  President  Cleveland  regarding  the  active 
participation  of  his  appointees  in  politics,  severed  his  con- 
nection with  the  democratic  state  central  committee,  of 
which  he  had  been  a  member  since  1878.  He  qualified  as 
surveyor  on  May  1,  1886,  and  continued  in  office  exactly 
four  years,  or  until  May  1,  1890.  At  about  the  time  of  his 
appointment  as  surveyor,  Mr.  Warfield  was  married  to  Miss 
Emma  Nicodemus,  a  daughter  of  the  late  J.  Courtney 
Nicodemus  of  Baltimore.  During  part  of  his  term  as 
surveyor  the  couple  resided  in  Baltimore,  although  their 
later  years  have  been  passed  chiefly  at  Oakdale,  the  beauti- 
ful Warfield  homestead  in  Howard  county. 

During  the  years  that  Mr.  Warfield  was  surveyor  the 
fortunes  of  war  went  against  his  party  in  national  affairs, 
and  when  he  stepped  from  office  he  found,  so  to  speak, 
that  he  was  out  of  paying  politics.  It  was  then  that  the 
idea  of  organizing  the  Fidelity  and  Deposit  Company 
occurred  to  him,  and  he  founded  the  Baltimore  financial 
institution  at  the  corner  of  Charles  and  Lexington  streets, 
of  which  he  has  ever  since  been  president.  For  the  decade 
from  1889  to  1899  Mr.  Warfield  abstained  almost  totally 
from  activity  in  politics  and  devoted  his  energy  chiefly 
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to  building  up  the  concern  with  whose  success  or  failure 
was  to  be  linked  his  own  fortune.  There  was  a  break,  how- 
ever, in  his  cessation  from  political  activity,  in  1896,  when 
he  was  chosen  a  delegate-at-large  to  the  democratic  national 
convention  which  nominated  Mr.  Bryan. 

In  the  year  1899  Mr.  Warfield  broke  away  from  his 
apparent  purpose  to  keep  out  of  politics,  and  uncovered  a 
secret  ambition  to  be  honored  with  a  higher  political  office 
than  had  up  to  that  time  been  given  him.  Before  consult- 
ing either  the  political  leaders  of  his  party  or  sounding  public 
sentiment  to  learn  what  his  chances  were  for  being  nomi- 
nated or  elected  governor,  he  conferred  with  the  directorate 
of  his  company  regarding  the  advisability  of  announcing 
himself  as  a  gubernatorial  candidate.  Winning  the  favor- 
able indorsement  of  his  directors,  he  announced,  somewhat 
unconventionally,  that  he  was  desirous  of  being  his  party's 
nominee  for  state  executive.  Although  Mr.  Warfield  did 
not  get  the  nomination  in  1900,  he  came  out  of  the  contest 
with  something  of  value.  He  learned,  first  of  all,  that  the 
people  generally  liked  him  and  had  faith  in  him  and  that 
with  a  longer  primary  campaign  he  would  have  been  able 
to  show  greater  support.  He  had  his  determination  to  be 
governor  reinforced,  and  he  acquired  a  lot  of  experience  in 
campaigning.  Four  years  later  he  again  appeared  as  a 
candidate  for  the  gubernatorial  nomination,  and  when  the 
state  convention  was  assembled  he  showed  how  much 
sentiment  he  had  built  up  for  himself  during  the  interval, 
and  was  nominated  by  acclamation.  The  election  held  on 
November  3,  1903,  resulted  in  his  victory  with  a  plurality 
of  ,12,625  over  Mr.  S.  A.  Williams,  the  republican  candidate. 

The  administration  of  Edwin  Warfield  began  in  January 
1904,  when  he  succeeded  John  Walter  Smith — his  successful 
rival  for  the  gubernatorial  nomination  in  1 899— and  continued 
until  January  8,  1908,  when  he  surrendered  the  executive 
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mansion  to  Austin  L.  Crothers.  This  period  is  marked 
with  events  of  importance  in  the  history  of  Maryland.  The 
issue  upon  which  greatest  interest  centers  is  that  of  the 
campaign  for  the  so-called  Poe  amendment — a  proposal  to 
change  the  constitution  of  Maryland  so  as  to  disfranchise 
the  less  desirable  class  of  negroes.  Mr.  Warfield  had 
declared  in  favor  of  such  restriction,  but  he  had  from  the 
first  been  insistent  that  the  amendment  to  win  his  support 
must  not  be  vague,  and  that  the  constitution  as  amended 
should  not  be  negative  in  asserting  who  was  not  to  vote, 
thus  leaving  the  matter  to  the  caprice  of  individual  election 
judges.  But  the  legislature  was  not  in  entire  accord  with 
the  governor,  and  it  devised  an  amendment  which  was  at 
variance  with  his  views.  Mr.  Warfield  was  completely 
ignored  not  only  in  the  drafting  of  the  "bill,  but  in  the  busi- 
ness of  submitting  it  to  the  people  for  their  vote.  »  He, 
however,  promptly  and  fearlessly  pointed  out  to  the  voters 
its  danger  points,  which  would  hazard  the  rights  of  many 
white  voters  if  the  judges  in  any  particular  instance  were 
disposed  to  prevent  them  from  voting.  He  opposed  the 
amendment  and,  more  than  any  other  man,  defeated  it  at 
the  polls 

Mr.  Warfield's  creed  of  personal  responsibility  inspired 
him  in  this  instance  to  protect  the  rights  of  those  who  had 
placed  him  in  office,  and  this  same  influence  is  found  in  his 
inauguration  of  the  so-called  pardon-courts.  During  his 
administration,  Governor  Warfield  took  occasion  to  announce 
that  he  was  the  governor  of  all  the  people.  He  declared 
that  although  a  party  had  elected  him,  it  did  not  follow  that 
he  was  therefore  that  party's  governor,  but  that  he  had 
been  chosen  to  govern  the  people  without  regard  to  party 
affiliation.  Before  he  became  chief  magistrate,  executive 
clemency  in  Maryland  was  exercised  whenever  it  was  favor- 
ably importuned  and  wherever  the  governor  might  chance 
to  be  when  a  request  for  pardon  won  his  approval.     But 
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Mr.  Warfield  began  the  practice  of  hearing  petitioners  at  a 
regularly  appointed  time.  This  court,  through  the  news- 
'  papers,  was  open  to  the  people,  and  they  were  given  an 
opportunity  to  voice  sentiments  either  for  or  against  a 
requested  pardon.  None  was  so  mighty  that  he  could 
enter  by  a  private  passage,  and  none  so  humble  that  he 
would  find  the  doors  closed  to  him. 

To  MrAWarfield,too,  more  than  to  any  other  Marylander  is 
due  credit  for  popularizing  primary  nominations  not  only 
for  high  state  officials,  but  also  for  United  States  senator. 
In  the  democratic  state  convention  of  1907,  Mr.  Warfield 
advocated  primary  nominations  of  candidates  for  the  upper 
branch  of  congress;  and  he  appeared  as  a  candidate  for 
United  States  senator,  in  the  fall  election  of  1907,  despite 
the  certainty  of  defeat  under  existing  conditions,  in  order 
that  he  might  give  stability  to  his  plan. 

At  least  passing  mention  must  be  made  of  Governor  War- 
field's  patriotism.  No  recent  official  of  Maryland  has  done 
more  for  the  spirit  of  patriotism  within  the  commonwealth 
than  he.  *  He  has  never  tired  of  telling  of  the  great  things 
that  Marylanders  of  bygone  days  have  done;  he  has  lost 
no  opportunity  to  impress  upon  men,  women  and  children, 
the  priceless  heritage  which  they  gain  through  being  natives 
of  the  Old  Line  state.  His  object  has  been  to  create  a 
pride  for  the  record  of  the  past,  upon  the  belief  that  such 
pride  must  necessarily  inspire  rising  generations  to  write  as 
noble  a  record  in  the  future.  If  there  is  one  appropriate 
epitaph  that  might  be  placed  as  a  memorial  to  Governor 
Warfield  in  the  old  senate  chamber  at  Annapolis,  which 
through  his  effort  was  restored  to  the  state  in  which  it  was 
at  the  time  when  Washington  there  resigned  his  commission 
as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army,  itis:  "  Edwin  Warfield — 
a  governor  of  Maryland,  who  sowed  a  patriotism  that 
taught  men,  by  recalling  the  glory  of  their  ancestors,  them- 
selves to  become  glorious." 
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On  the  whole  Maryland  has  escaped  from  such  dishonest 
and  extravagant  administration  of  public  affairs  as  too 
often  in  American  political  life  characterizes  the  manner 
in  which  governmental  officials  spend  the  peopled  money. 
There  have,  to  be  sure,  been  periods  of  legislative  and 
administrative  prodigality  in  the  state,  but  these  periods 
have  usually  been  brief,  while  the  reigns  of  economical  ad- 
ministration have,  happily,  been  more  or  less  extended. 
Maryland  has  been  fortunate  indeed  in  electing  to  the  gov* 
ernorship  on  more  than  one  occasion  men  who  were  pre- 
eminently economical  as  public  officials.  For  instance, 
such  names  as  Ligon  and  Hamilton  suggest  primarily  a 
faithful  guardianship  of  public  funds.  And  the  state  execu- 
tive who  at  present  directs  the  administrative  affairs  of  the 
commonwealth  promises  fair  to  win  a  place  among  those 
public  servants  whose  greatest  ambition  has  been  to  hus- 
band the  people's  money.  Although  Mr.  Crothers  has  been 
in  office  too  short  a  time  to  warrant  conclusions  as  to  how 
his  entire  administration  will  appear  upon  the  records, 
he  has  already  made  a  very  decided  impression  as  a  man 
who  will  render  the  state  a  faithful  account  of  his  and  his 
subordinates'  stewardship  of  public  funds. 

Austin  Lane  Crothers,  the  son  of  Alpheus  and  Margaret 
Aurelia  (Porter)  Crothers,  was  born  near  Conowingo,  Cecil 
county,  on  May  17,  i860.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  and  the 
life  of  the  agriculturist  is  not  unknown  to  the  governor, 
though  he  was  early  attracted  to  a  professional  career  rather 
than  to  life  on  the  farm.     He  studied  at  the  Cecil  county 
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public  school,  and  later  attended  West  Nottingham  Acad- 
emy; but  hand  in  hand  with  the  development  of  his  mind 
came  a  growth  of  the  body  such  as  healthy  farm  labor  best 
produces.  When  Mr.  Crothers  had  reached  manhood,  he 
was  about  six  feet  tall  and  possessed  of  a  fine  physique. 
At  the  same  time  he  had  given  sufficient  time  to  his  studies 
to  justify  his  appointment  as  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  Cecil  county. 

The  promisesof  a  pedagogical  career  were  not  strong  enough 
to  hold  Mr.  Crothers,  and  he  turned  from  teaching  to  a  study 
of  law,  and  was  graduated  in  1890  from  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Maryland.  Upon  being  admitted 
to  the  bar,  he  began  to  practice  law  in  Elkton,  the  county- 
seat  of  Cecil.  At  the  same  time  he  took  a  larger  interest 
in  the  political  affairs  of  his  immediate  neighborhood, 
where  he  had  already  won  a  footing  as  a  political  factor  in 
democratic  circles.  Within  a  year  after  graduation,  he 
was  nominated  and  elected  state's  attorney  for  Cecil  county, 
and  served  in  that  office  from  1 891  to  1895.  In  1897  Mr. 
Crothers  was  elected  to  the  state  senate  to  succeed  his 
brother,  the  late  Charles  C.  Crothers.  His  appearance  as  a 
legislative  candidate  was  at  the  time  when  the  democratic 
party  generally  met  defeat  in  Maryland,  but  Mr.  Crothers 
was  successful. 

Upon  his  entrance  into  the  state  senate,  early  in  1898, 
Mr.  Crothers  assumed  a  position  of  prominence  among  the 
democratic  members  of  the  upper  branch  of  the  general 
assembly.  By  the  time  the  next  session  of  the  legislature 
was  held,  1900,  the  democrats  had  succeeded  in  gaining 
control  of  the  two  houses,  and  Mr.  Crothers  once  more  be- 
came a  central  figure.  His  leadership,  however,  had  been 
changed  from  that  of  the  minority — in  which  he  had  had 
the  aid  of  John  Walter  Smith  and  Joshua  W.  Hering — to 
that  of  a  majority — in  which  he  was  more  or  less  alone, 
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since  Mr.  Smith  had  retired  from  the  legislature  to  become 
governor  and  Mr.  Hering  had  been  chosen  comptroller  of 
the  state. 

In  the  years  during  which  Mr.  Crothers  was  filling  his  term 
in  the  state  senate  there  arose  differences  among  the  factions 
of  the  party  in  his  district,  and  although  he  succeeded  in 
1 90 1  and  again  in  1905  in  winning  the  nomination  for  state 
senator,  in  both  elections  he  met  with  defeat.  He  had, 
however,  by  this  time  succeeded  in  establishing  beyond 
dispute  his  leadership  of  the  party's  forces  within  his  sec- 
tion, and  he  was  the  acknowledged  democratic  leader  of 
Cecil  county.  Meanwhile  he  steadily  advanced  in  his  chosen 
profession,  and  made  for  himself  a  large  reputation  as 
an  attorney.  Upon  the  death  of  Judge  Edwin  H.  Brown, 
on  March  28,  1906,  Governor  Warfield  appointed  Mr.  Cro- 
thers associate  judge  of  the  second  circuit  for  the  unexpired 
term  extending  to  1908.  Shortly  after  he  took  his  seat 
upon  the  bench,  Judge  Crothers  announced  that  he  would 
not  be  a  candidate  for  reflection. 

Up  to  this  time  Mr.  Crothers  had  not  been  largely  in  the 
limelight.  His  legislative  career,  which  had  been  brought 
to  a  close  in  190 1,  had  been  somewhat  forgotten  by  the  peo- 
ple, while  his  subsequent  political  activities  did  not  spread 
his  name  far  past  his  own  territory,  except  perhaps  among 
political  leaders.  His  duties  on  the  bench,  or  course,  were 
of  such  a  character  as  not  to  afford  him  opportunity  to 
engage  much  in  political  affairs.  He  was,  however,  brought 
prominently  before  the  people  of  Maryland  by  the  democra- 
tic state  convention  which,  on  August  8,  1907,  named  him 
as  its  nominee  for  governor. 

The  campaign  which  followed  was  noteworthy  for  two 
things.  The  first,  that  when  Judgg  Crothers  was  notified  of 
his  nomination  at  the  Lyric,  September  19,  he  had  come 
from  a  bed  of  sickness  to  attend  the  meeting,  and  within  a 
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short  while  thereafter  was  stricken  with  typhoid  fever, 
which  kept  him  from  active  participation  in  the  campaign. 
The  other  feature  was  the  personal  attacks  made  by  his 
opponents  upon  his  character  and  record — attacks  which, 
because  disproved,  did  much  to  win  for  him  support  from 
those  who  might  otherwise  have  taken  but  a  negative  inter- 
est in  the  campaign.  -  On  November  5,  1907,  Mr.  Crothers 
was  elected  by  a  majority  of  about  8,000  votes  over  George 
R.  Gaither,  republican;  and  he  succeeded  Governor  Warfield 
as  chief  magistrate  of  Maryland  on  January  8,  190& 

In  stpking  contrast  to  Governor  Crothers' forced  inactivity 
during  the  campaign  that  resulted  in  his  election,  was  his 
unusual  industry  in  winning  for  the  state  certain  desirable 
measures  during  the  legislative  session  which  attended  the 
opening  of  his  administration.  Bearing  in  mind  his  early 
life  and  association  with  agriculturists,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  the  two  things  that  have  become  to  him  practically 
"hobbies"  are  features  that  appeal  first  of  all  to  the  farmer. 
Economy  in  administration  is  the  strongest  recommenda- 
tion that  can  be  made  for  a  candidate  to  the  rural  voter. 
To  the  agriculturist  taxes  mean  much  more  than  they  do  to 
the  city  man,  and  whoever  is  able  and  willing  to  see  that 
public  funds  are  not  squandered  by  extravagance  on  the 
part  of  governmental  officials  is  sure  to  win  the  farmer's 
support.  And  next  in  importance  to  the  voter  of  the  farm 
is  the  question  of  good  roads. 

Governor  Crothers  has  long  been  an  advocate  of  liberal 
investment  by  the  state  in  beneficial  internal  improvements. 
He  supported  the  good  road  clause  in  the  party's  platform  in 
1907 ;  he  stressed  it  on  the  occasion  of  accepting  the  nomi- 
nation for  governor,  and  during  the  session  of  the  legislature 
in  the  opening  months  of  1908  he  fought,  bravely  and  suc- 
cessfully, for  a  bill  that  would  give  the  state  a  high  class  of 
public  highways.    As  aresult  there  was  appropriated  $5,000,- 
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ooo  for  the  improvement  of  public  roads  in  Maryland,  and 
of  this  expenditure  the  farmer  will  be  the  greatest  benefici- 
ary. But  while  Governor  Crothers  has  favored  a  bill 
setting  aside  $5,000,000  for  good  roads,  he  has  been  con- 
stantly alert  since  taking  the  oath  of  office  to  see  that 
the  various  departments  of  the  state  government  practice 
strictest  economy  in  spending  the  people's  money,  and  the 
opening  months  of  his  governorship  appear  as  the  forerun- 
ner of  a  reform  movement  that  shall  correct  the  negligence 
in  money  matters  which  usually  characterizes  the  manage- 
ment of  governmental  departments  and  public  institutions. 
Mr.  Crothers  is  unmarried.  While  his  official  residence 
during  his  term  in  office  must  be  Annapolis,  his  occupancy 
of  the  executive  mansion  has  so  far  been  only  nominal. 
He  has  established  an  office  in  Baltimore,  where  he  transacts 
much  of  the  state's  business,  and  he  also  maintains  head- 
quarters in  Elkton,  where  he  makes  his  home. 
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GUBERNATORIAL  ELECTIONS  IN  MARYLAND 

Method.  Candidates  with  vote  for  each. 

No.        Date.  [Legislative or  rAT    ..    ,  ,  .        ...  .  , 

popular  vote].  t  Indicates  successful  candidate]. 

1.  Feb.    13,  1777  Leg.       *Thos.  Johnson,  40— 8.  Chasb,9— M.Tilghman, 

1— Obo.  Plater,  1-Wm.  Paca,-  1. 

2.  Nov.  10,  1777  "  *Thos.  Johnson — unanimous. 

3.  Nov.     9,  1778  "  •Thos.  Johnson — opponents  not  named. 

4.  Nov.     8,  1779  "  *T.  8.  Lee — Col.  Edward  Lloyd. 

5.  Nov.   13,  1780  "  *T.  8.  Lbb — unanimous. 

6.  Nov.  19,  1781  "  *T.  8.  Lbb— unanimous. 

7.  Nov.  15,  1782  «  *Wn.  Paca— Danl.  of  St.  Thos.  Jenifer. 

8.  Nov.  22,  1783  "  *Wn.  Paca— unanimous. 

9.  Nov.  24,  1784  «  »Wm.  Paca— unanimous. 

10.  Nov.  17.  1785  "  »Wm.  Sm allwood — Danl.  of  St.  Thos.  Jenifer. 

11.  Nov.  30,  1780  "  *Wm.  Small  wood — unanimous. 

12.  Nov.  22,  1787  *  •Wm  Smallwood — unanimous. 

13.  Nov.  10,  1788  "  *Tho6.  Johnson    [declined  to  serve]. — John    E. 

Howabd. 

14.  Nov.  21,  1788  "  *John  E.  Howabd — opponents  not  named. 

15.  Nov.  16,  1789  "  •John  E.  Howard — unanimous. 

16.  Nov.     8,  1790  "  »John  E.  Howard — unanimous. 

17.  Nov.  14,  1791  •  *Geo.  Platbb — unanimous  [died  in  office]. 

18.  Apr.     4,  1792            "  *T.  8.  Lbb — Bbnj.  Ogle — Nicholas  Carroll. 
"  *T.  8.  Lbb — unanimous. 
"  *T.  8.  Lbb — unanimous. 
"  »J.  H.  Stonb — LeviN  Winder. 
"  *J.  H.  Stonb — unanimous. 
"  »J.  H.  Stonb — unanimous. 
41  *John  Hbnrt — unanimous. 

25.  Nov.   12,  1798  "  *T.  8.  Lbb — unanimous  [Declined  to  serve]. 

26.  Nov.  14,  1798  "  •Benj.  Ogle — Nicholas  Carroll. 

27.  Nov.  18,  1799  "  •Bbnj.  Oolb — unanimous. 

28.  Nov.  10,  1800  "  *Bbnj.  Oglb — unanimous. 

29.  Nov.     9,  1801  «  *J.  M.  Mbrcbr,  59— James  Murray,  26. 

30.  Nov.     8.  1802  "  *J.  M.  Mbrcbr,  53— Jambs  Murray,  22. 

31.  Nov.  14,  1803  *  *Robt.  Bowib — unopposed. 

32.  Nov.  20,  1804  "  »Robt.  Bowib— unopposed. 

33.  Nov.  11,  1805  "  *Robt.  Bowib — unopposed. 

34.  Nov.  10,  1806  "  »R.   Wrioht,  59— Chas.  Carroll,  11— John  E. 

Howard,  3 — T.  Johnson,  1. 
85.  Nov.    9,  1807  "  ♦R.  Wrioht,  56— Chas.  Carroll,  7— J.  E.  Howard 

7— Wrioht,  1. 


19. 

Nov. 

4.  1792 

20. 

Nov. 

15,  1798 

21. 

Nov. 

17,  1794 

22. 

Nov. 

9,  1795 

23. 

Nov. 

15,  1796 

24. 

Nov. 

13,  1797 
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No.        Date.  Method.               Candidates  with  vote  for  each. 

36.  Nov.  14.  1808  Leg.  *R.  Wright— unopposed  [resigned  May  6, 1809). 

87.  June,    5,  1809  "  ♦Edwabd  Lloyd — unopposed. 

38.  Nov.  13,  1809  "  ♦Edwabd  Llotd — unopposed. 

39.  Nov.  19,  1810  "  »Edward  Llotd — unopposed. 

40.  Nov.  11,  1811  •  »Robt.  Bo  win— John  E.  Howard. 

41.  Nov.  12,  1812  M  *Lbvin  Winder,  52— Robt.  Bowni,  29. 

42.  Dec    14,  1813  "  *Lbvin  Windbr,  48— Robt.  Bowib,  28. 

43.  Deo.    12,  1814  "  *Lbvin  Windbr,  48— Robt.  Bowib,  23. 

44.  Deo.    11,  1815  m  *Chab.  Ridorlt,  47— Robt.  Bowtb,  45. 

45.  Deo.     9,  1816  "  *Chab.  Ridorlt,  62— Robt.  Bowib,  17. 

46.  Dec.     8,  1817  "  •Char.  Ridorlt— unopposed. 

47.  Dec    14,  1818  "  *C.  Goldbbobouoh,  49 — Fbisbt  Ttlohman,    4. 

48.  Dec    13,  1819  "  *Saml.  Spriqo,  49— Char.  Goldbbobouoh.  36. 

49.  Dec    11,  1820  "  *Saml.  Sprioo,  48— Chab.  Goldbbobouoh,  46. 

50.  Dec     8,  1821  "  *Saml.  Sprioo — unopposed. 

51.  Dec     9,  1822  "  *8aml.  Stbvrnb,  Jb,  63— Jar.  B.  Robins,  16. 

52.  Dec     8,  1823  "  *Saml.  Stbvbns,  Jr. — unopposed. 

53.  Dec    13,  1824  "  *Saml.  Stbvrnb.  Jr. — unopposed. 

54.  Jan.      2,  1826  "  *J.  Kbnt— Wm.  Ttlrr. 

55.  Jan.      1,  1827  "  *J.  Kbnt,  84 — opponents  not  named. 

56.  Jan.      7,  1828  "  *J.  Krnt,  80— Brnrdiot  L  Shmmrs.1— Blanks,  3. 
67.  Jan.      5,1829  *  *D.  Martin,  52— Gro.  E.  Mitchrll.  38. 

58.  Jan.      4,  1830  "  *T.  K.  Carroll.  50— D.  Martin.  43. 

59.  Jan.      3,  1831  -  *D.  Martin,  50— Wanks  32  [died  in  office]. 

60.  Jan.      2.  1832  "  ♦Gbo.  Howard.  64— Nich.  Brbwrr,5— blanks  13. 

61.  Jan.      7,  1833  "  *Jsc  Thomas,  62— John  8.  Stoddart,  2,  John  (?) 

Thomas.  1— blanks.  21. 

62.  Jan.      4,  1834  «  *Jas.  Thomas.  48— Ed.  Llotd,  46— W.  H.  ICar- 

riott,  1. 

63.  Jan.      5.  1835  "  *  Jar.  Thomas,  67— Job.  Wrabt,  1— Joshua  Jonbb. 

2— blanks  13. 

64.  Jan.      4,  1836  "  «T.  W.  Vrasrt,  53— blanks,  23. 

65.  Jan.      2,  1837  «  *T.  W.  Vrairt,  70— blanks,    9— scattering.  2. 

66.  Jan.      1,  1838  m  *T.  W.  Vrasrt,  52— blanks,  24— scattering,  5. 

67.  Oct.      3,  1838  Pop.  *Wm.Grason.27,720— John  Nrvitt  &tbblrv27.409 

68.  Oct.      6,  1841  "  *Francdj  Thomas,  28,988— Wm.  Cobt  Johnson, 

28.321. 

69.  Oct.      4.  1844  "  «T.  G.  Pratt,  35,038— Jab.  Carroll.  34.492. 

70.  Oct.      6,  1847  u  *P.  F.  Thomas,  34,388— Wm.  T.  Goldbbobouoh, 

33,679. 

71.  Oct.      2,  1850  •  *E.  L.  Lows.  36,292— Wm.  B.  Clabrb.  33.800. 

72.  Nov.     2,  1853  «  *T.  W.  Lioon,  38,730— Rich.  J.  Bowib.  34,557. 

73.  Nov.     4,  1857  "  *T.  H.  Hicrb.  44,762— John  C.  Gboomb.  36.127. 

74.  Nov.     6,  1861  *  *A.  W.  Bradford,   67,501— Bru.    C.  Howard. 

26.070. 

75.  Nov.    8,  1864  "  *Thos,  Swann,  40,579— Eirxirl  P.  Chambers. 

32.068. 

76.  Nov.     5.  1867  m  *Oden  Bowib.  63.602— Hugh  L.  Bond,  21.890. 

77.  Nov.     7.  1871  •  *Wm.   P.   Whttr,   73.903— Jacob  Tomb,  58^15 

[Gov.  Whyte  resigned  in  1874]. 
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No.        Date.  Method.  Candidates  with  vote  for  eaeh. 

78.  Feb.     4,  1874  Leg.      *J.  B.  Grooms,  75— John  E.  Smith,  18. 

79.  Nov.     2,  1875  Pop.      *J.   L.  Carroll,  85,454— J.   Morrison  Harris. 

72,530. 

80.  Nov.     4,  1879  «  *W.  T.  Hamh/ton,  90,771— Jab.  A.  Gary,  68.809. 

81.  Nov.     6,1883  -  •R.  M.  MoLanb,  92,694— Hart  B.  Holton,  80,707 

[Gov.  McLaoe  resigned  in  18851. 

82.  Jan.    20,  1886  Leg.       *Ht.  Llotd,  100— Robt.  B.  Dixon,  14. 

83.  Nov.     8,  1887  Pop.      *E.   E.   Jackson,  99,038— Walter  B.   Brooks, 

86,622— Summerfield  Baldwin,  4,416. 

84.  Nov.     3,  1891  •  *Fbank  Brown,  108,530— Wm.  J.  Vannort,  78.388 

— Edwin  Hiooins,  6,120. 
86.  Nov.     5,  1895  «  ♦Llotd    Lowndes,    124,936— John    E.    Hurst, 

106,169 — Joshua  Lbverino,  7,719 — H.  Frank- 
lin Andrbw,  1,281. 
86.  Nov.     7,  1899  •  »J.  W.  Smith.  128,409— L.  Lowndes,  116,286— 

Jab.  Swann,  5,275 — John  A.  Rugembb,  420 — 
Levin  T.  Jones.  432— Wm.  N.  Hill,  367. 
87    Nov.     3,  1903  •  *Edwin  Warfibld,    108,548— S.    A.   Williams, 

95,923 — Wm.  Gisriel  2,913 — Silas  M.  Cbabill 
1.302. 
88.  Nov.     5,  1907  *  *A.  L.  Cbothers,  102,051— G.  R.  Gaithbr.  94,- 

300  Jas.  W.  Friubll,  3,776— Ira  Culp,  1,310 
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ADMINISTRATIONS  IN  MARYLAND  1777-1908. 


No.  Governor  or  acting  governor. 


Duration 


14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
80 
31 
82 
83 
84 


1777 
1779 
1782 
1785 
1788 
1791 
1792 
4792 


k794 
ll797 
J1798 
ll801 
11803 
Tl806 
[1809 
[1800 


Thomas  Johnson 

Thomas  Sim  Lee  (1) 

William  Paea 

William  Smalhrood 

John  Eager  Howard 

George  Plater 

6a  James  Briee 

[Acting-governor  pending  the  election  of  a  suoceesor 

to  Governor  Plater.]  7M 

Thomaa  Sim  Lee  (2) rUjm 

John  Hoskina  Stone 

John  Henry 

Benjamin  Ogle 

John  Francis  Mercer 

Robert  Bowie  (1) 

Robert  Wright 

13a  James  Butcher 

[Acting-governor  pending  the  election  of  a  sue 

to  Governor  Wright.]  1  ^^ 

Edward  Lloyd fl^ 

Robert  Bowie  (2) 

Levin  Winder 

Charles  Carnan  Ridgely 

Charles  Goldsborough 

Samuel  Sprigg 

Samuel  Stevens,  Jr 

Joseph  Kent 

Daniel  Martin  (1) 

Thomas  King  Carroll 

Daniel  Martin  (2) 

George  Howard 

James  Thomas 

Thos.  Ward  Veesey 

William  Grason 

Francis  Thomas 

Thomas  George  Pratt 

Philip  Francis  Thomas 

Enoch  Louis  Lowe 

Thomas  Watkins  Ligon 

Thomas  Holliday  Hicks 


1811 
1812 
1816 
1819 
1819 
1822 
1826 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1831 
1833 
1836 
1839 
1842 
1845 
1848 
1851 
tl854 
1858 
-1862 


of  Administration. 
(March  21) 
(November  12) 
(November  22) 
(November  26) 
(November  24) 
(November  14) 
(February  13) 
(April  5) 

(April5) 
(November  14) 
(November  17) 
(November  14) 
(November  10) 
(November  15) 
(November  12) 
(May  6) 
(June  9) 

(June  9) 
(November  16) 
(November  25) 
(January  2) 
(January  8) 
(December  201  • 
(December  16) 
(January  9) 
(January  15) 
(January  15) 
(January  13) 
(July  22) 
(January  17) 
(January  14) 
(January  7) 
(January  3) 
(January  6) 
(January  3) 
(January  6) 
(January  11) 
(January  13) 
(January  8) 
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No.  Governor  or  acting  governor. 


Duration  of  Administration. 


35 
30 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 


45 
46 

47 
48 
49 


Augustus  W.  Bradford 

Thomas  Swann 

Oden  Bowie 

Wm.  Pinkney  Whyte 

Jas.  Black  Groome 

John  Lee  Carroll 

Wm.  Thos.  Hamilton 

Robert  Milligan  MoLane 

Henry  Lloyd 

[Acting-governor  from  March  27, 1885,  to  January  21, 
1880,  when  he  was  inaugurated  governor  after  hav- 
ing been  elected  successor  to  Governor  McLane,]         -  __- 

1892 


1862 
>1866 
1809 
1872 
1874 
1870 
1880 
1884 
1885 
1888 


Elihu  Emory  Jackson . 

Frank  Brown 

Lloyd  Lowndes 

John  Walter  Smith. . . . 

Edwin  Warfield 

Austin  LaneCrothers. 


1890 
1900 
1904 
1906 


(January  8) 
(January  10) 
(January  13) 
(January  10) 
(March  4) 
(January  12) 
(January  14) 
(January  9) 
(March  27) 
(January  11) 


(January  11) 
(January  13) 
(January  8) 
(January  10) 
(January  13) 
(January  8) 
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1  Thomas  Johnson 

2  !  Thomas  Sim  Lee 

3  i  William  Paca 

4  |  William  Smallwood 
6  '  John  Eager  Howard 

6  i  George  Plater 

7  I  John  Hoskins  Stone 

8  !  John  Henrv 

9  Benjamin  Ogle 

10  John  Francis  Meroer 

11  Robert  Bowie 

12  Robert  Wright 

13  Edward  Lloyd 

14  Levin  Winder 

15  ,  Charles  Caraan  Ridgely 

16  Charles  Goldsborougn 

17  '  Samuel  Sprigg 

18  ,  Samuel  Stevens,  Jr. 

19  Joseph  Kent 
20 ,  Daniel  Martin 

21  I  Thomas  King  Carroll 

22  '  George  Howard 

23  -  James  Thomas 

24  Thomas  Ward  Veasey 

25  William  Grason 

26  I  Francis  Thomas 

27  Thomas  George  Pratt 

28  Philip  Francis  Thomas 

29  Enoch  Louis  Lowe 

30  Thomas  Watkins  Ligon 

31  Thomas  Holliday  Hicks 

32  I  Augustus  Williamson  Bradford 

33  '  Thomas  Swann 

34  i  Oden  Bowie 

35  William  Pinkney  Whyte 

36  James  Black  Groome 

37  John  Lee  Carroll 

38  I  William  Thomas  Hamilton 

39  Robert  Milligan  McLane 

40  '  Henry  Lloyd 

41  Elihu  Emory  Jackson 

42  I  Frank  Brown 

43  ]  Lloyd  Lowndes 

44  John  Walter  Smith 

45  I  Edwin  Warfield 

46  i  Austin  Lane  C  rot  hers 


Oct. 


June 
Nov. 


Feb. 


May   17, 

Mar. 

Nov.  20. 
July  22. 
Sept.  4, 
Dec.  6, 
July   15. 

1782  or 
July  13, 
Jan.    14, 

Apr.  29, 
Nov.  21, 
Mar.  11, 
Jan.   31, 


4,  1732  Thos.  and  Dorcas  (Sed* 
29,  1745  |  Thos.  and  Christiana  (Si 


31,  1740 

1732 

4,  1752 

8,  1735 

1745 

1750 

7,  1746 


1759 
1750 
1752 
1779 
1757 
1760 
1760 

1783 
1778 
1779 
1780 
1793 
1789 
1785 
1774 


John  and  Elisabeth  P. 
Bayne  and  Priscalla  (Hel 
Cornelius  and  Ruth  (Ea 
Geo.  and  Rebecca  (Adc 
David  and  Elisabeth  (J 
John  and  Dorothy  (Rid 
Samuel  and  Ann  (Tacke 

Robert  and  Ann  (Roy) 
Wm.  and  Margaret  (Spr 
Solomon  and  Mary  (Tidi 
Edward  and  Elisabeth 
Wm.  and  Esther  (Gilli? 
John  and  Acsah  (Ridge 
Chas.  and  Anna  Maris 

Jos.  and  (?)  Margaret  1 
John  and  Elisabeth  (Coi 

Daniel  and K. 

Nicholas  and  Hannah  ',< 
Hy.  Jas.  and  Elizabeth 
John  Eager  and  Margsrt 
Wm.  and  Catherine  (Ba 
Edward  and  Elisabeth  I 


1786 !  Rich,  and G. 

Feb.  3.  1799 1  Francis  and  Nellie  (W 
Feb.  18,  1804  '  Thos.  and  Eleanor  (Ma* 
Sept.  12.  1810 1  Tristram  and  Maris  (Fn 
Aug.   10,   1820   Bradley  S.  A.  and  Adelf 

1812   Thos.  D.  and  (Wstkins 
Sept.     2,  1798 !  Hy.  C.  and  Mary  (Sewel 

Jan.  9,  1806  j  Samuel  and  Jane  (Bond 
1805    or    1806 !  Thos.  and  Jane  Byrd  0 


Nov. 
Aug. 


10,   1826 
9.   1824 


Wm.  D.  and  Mary  EB» 
Jos.  and  Isabella  Finks' 


Apr.  4.  1838  John  Charles  and  Eli*! 
Sept.  30,  1830  Chas.  and  Mary  Digged 
Sept.  8,  1820  Henry  and  Anna  Mary 
June  23,  1815  Louis  and  Catherine  M. 
Feby.  21.  1852  Daniel  and  Kitty  (Heni 
Nov.  3,  1837  I  Hugh  and  Sally  (McBnd 
Aug.  8,  1846  Stephen  T.  Cockey  and 
Feby.  21,  1845  Lloyd  and  Marie  (Moore 
Feby.  5,  1845 1  John  Walter  and  Chs* 
May  7,  1848  Albert  G.  and  Margard 
May,   17,   1860   Alpheus  and  MargngW 
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Mahkiaok 

Dncn 

6 

Ana   Jennings 

Oct.    26,    1819 

1 

Mary  Digge* 

fl J  Wary  Llayd,  (2)  Anne  Harrison 

Nov.    9,    1819 
1799 

2 
3 

Bachelor 

Feb.    14,    1792 

4 

Mttrcnri't    Chew 

Oct.    12,    1827 

5 

flj  Hannah  L<*\  i'2)  lli^iboth  Rousby 

Feb.    10,   1792 

6 

(T>  C'ouden 

Oct.      5.    1804 

7 

Margaret  Campbell 

CD  Rebecca  Still*  v.                rietta  Margaret 

Dec.   16,   1798 

8 

Mill 

July     6,    1809 

9 

Sop  Ida  Sprigs 
PrisriUa  MacUll 

Aug.  20,   1821 

10 

Jan.      8,    1818 

11 

(1 )  Sarah  de  Courcy,  (2 }  Miss  Ringgold 
Sally  S*ott  Murray 

Sept.     7,  1826 

12 

June     2,   1834 

13 

Mary  Sloes 

July      1,    1819 

14 

Priscilla    Dortey 

(1)  Elitabeih  Goldsborough,  (2)  Sarah  Yer- 
hury  Goldjiboroiigli 

July    17,    1829 

15 

G. 

Dec.   13,    1834   16 

ns)  S. 

Violet  te  Landaale 

Apr.   21,    1855    17 

Eliza  May 

Feb.     7,   1860   18 

(1 )  Eleanor  Lee  Wallace,  (2)  Alice  Lee  Contee 

Nov.  24,   1839 ,  19 

Mnrj'  Clare   M  arm  bin 

Jan.    11,    1831    20 

). 

Johanna  Stevenson 

Oct.     3,    1873   21 

. 

Pi  ij'ifricf"  i  lough  Ridgely 

Aug.     2,   1846  '  22 

Eli*nbeth   Coat  en 

Dec.   25,    1845   23 

')  V. 

tl)  Sarali  Worrell,  (2 ) Mary  Veaaey,  (3)  Mary 

Wallace 

July     1,    1842   24 

Susan  Orrick  Sulivane 

July     2,    1868   25 

Sally  McDowell 
Adelaide  Kent 

Jan.    23,    1876126 

Nov.     9,   1869 

27 

(1 )  Sarah  Maria  Kerr,  (2)  Mrs.  Clintonia  May 
Esther  Winder  Polk 

Oct.      2,    1890 

28 

unere)  L. 

Aug.  23,   1892 

29 

(1)  Sallie  Dorsey,  (2)  Mary  Tolly  Dorsey 
(1)  Anna  Thompson,  (2)  Leah  Raleigh,     (3) 

Mrs.  Mary  Wilcox 
Elizabeth  Kell 

Jan.    12,    1881 

30 

Feb.    13,   1865 

31 

Mar.     1,   1881   32 

(1)  Elizabeth  Gilmor  Sherlock,  (2)  Mrs.  John 

R.  Thompson 

July   24,    1883   33 

Alice   Carter 

Dec.     4,   1894  34 

( lJLouisa D. Hollingswortb,   (2) Mrs. Raleigh 
Thomas 

Mar.   17.   1908!  35 

c)  0. 

Alice  L.  Edmondson 

Oct.      4,    1893   36 

(1)  Anita  Phelps,  (2)  Mary  Carter  Thompson 

37 

H. 

Clara  Jenness 

Oct.    26.    1888 

38 

McL. 

Georgine  Urquhart 

Apr.    16,    1898 

39 

Mary  Elizabeth  Stapleforte 

40 

Nannie  Rider 

Dec.   27,   1907 

41 

Bennett)  B. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Ridgely)  Preston 
Elizabeth  Tasker  Lowndes 

42 

Jan.     8,    1905 

43 

ngt<m)S. 
tins)  W. 

Mary  Frances  Richardson 

|  44 

Emma  Nicodemus 

45 

rter)  C. 

Bachelor 

<46 
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Acting-governor,  235.  236.  238.  284  |6a, 

284|13a. 
Addison  (Plater).  Rebecca,  286  16. 
Adams,  Pre*.  John,  opinion  of  Governor 

Johnson,  3;  mentioned,  4. 
Adams,  Pies.  John  Q.,  attends  Governor 

Howard's  funeral,  31. 
Ahrey.  Rich.  H..  224. 
Allegheny  College  attended  by  Governor 

Lowndes,  26*. 
American  Party.      (See  Know-nothing.) 
Annapolis  (1774)  Convention,  4. 
Andrew.  H.  Franklin,  283  |85. 
Anti-federalist  party,  26. 
April  19  (186lfriot,  174-176. 
Apportionment    in     legislature — dispute 

over,  77-78;  agitation  for  reform,  03; 

readjustment  of,  137. 
Archer,  Stevenson,  defalcation,  246. 
Articles  of  Confederation,  81. 
Assessment  bill  defeated,  264. 

Bank  of  Maryland  failure,  122;  riot,  122- 
123. 

Baughman,  John  W.,  160. 

Baughman,  L.  Victor,  245. 

Baker  (Johnson),  Mary,  3. 

Baldwin.  Summerfield.  283  183. 

BAL/rmoBB.  Riot  of  1812:  62,  75-76; 
misinterpreted,  57;  effect  upon  repub- 
lican party,  62,  81:  Governor  Bowie 
and,  65;  threatened  by  British,  31,  70; 
agitation  to  increase  representation, 
89;  Bank  of  Maryland  riot,  122-123; 
Know-nothing  riots,  187-188;  Massa- 
chusetts soldiers  mobbed,  174-176. 
Thomas  Swann,  mayor:  accomplish- 
ments of  administration,  184,  186; 
street  railway  inaugurated,  186;  public 
parks,  186;  fire  department,  186;  police 
commissioners  removed,  180-100.  Wil- 
liam Pinkney  Whyte  mayor:  204-205; 
"New  Judge"  movement,  205;  water 
(department  improved,  205.  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  strike:  213-214,  217- 
210;  Camden  station  fired.  210.  Frank 
Brown  postmaster,  250-251;  postal  ser- 
rice  improved,  250-251;  Baltimore 
fraction  Company,  254:  new  sewerage, 
265-266:  city  rewarded.  266;  charter 
Dommission,  206.  Thomas  G.  Hayes, 
mayor,  254.    J.  Barry  Mahool,  mayor, 

B Jlttmom  and  Ohio  Railroad.      Rea- 
i  for  projecting,  102;  original  plans 
for  locomotion,  102;  favored  by  Gover- 


!     J 


nor  Kent,  101;  meeting  of  projectors, 
102;  charter  granted,  102;  Governor 
Martin  interested,  107:  Maryland's 
financial  aid,  126;  completed  to  Ohio 
river,  161;  collection  of  state  arrears. 
106;  opposition  of  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal,  121-122;  opposition  to  Bal- 
timore and  Potomac,  104-106;  strike 
of  1877,  213-214,  217-210;  Louis  Mo- 
Lane  president,  228;  Thomas  Swann 
president,  184. 186. 

Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad.  Oden 
Bowie  president.  104:  opposition  of 
Baltimore  and  Ohio,  104. 

Baltimore  City  Passenger  Railway,  106- 
107. 

Bennett  (Brown  ),  Su*an  A.,   240,  296  142. 

Black  (tlroome),  Elimbcth,  20G,  286  fatk 

Blair.  Montgomery,  211. 

B carman  (Thomas),  Catherine.  110,  286 
|23. 

Band,  Hugh  L.t  282  J76. 

Bond  (Bradford),  Jane,  179,  236  $32. 

Bordley.  Stephen,  3,15. 

Boston,  con  press  for  relief  of.  16. 

Boundary  dispute  between  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  203. 

Bowie,  Hannah  Lee,  01. 

Bonie,  Revt  John,  school  of,  06. 

Bowib,  Oden  tJfetfcA,  102-107;  (first  gover- 
nor tinder  constitution  ot  1867,  192, 
1 W5-196;  ancestry  and  education.  103; 
in  Mexican  war,  103;  defeated  for  Ken- 
em)  assembly.  193;  elected  to  legbia- 
lure,  103;  marriage.  193-194;  home 
Life.  194.  197;  and  Baltimore  and  Poto- 
mac Rail  road .  194,  defeated  for  lieuten- 
ant governor  19ft;  advocates  eon*titu> 
tjonal   reform   195,   governor,  195-196; 

Ctident     Baltimore    City    Paasenger 
I  way,    196-197;    Maryland    Jockey 
Club,    197;   deatb.  197).     202,  282  476, 


285  |37.  286  134, 

1  J.,  167  T  282  472. 
Bowis,  Robert,  sketch*  67^63   fcharacter- 


Bowie,  Richard  J.,  167T  282  I 


is  tics,  58;  birth,  58;  romantic  marriage, 
58;  activities  before  Revolution,  58-59; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  59;  elected  to 
legislature.  59;  governor,  00-61;  second 
administration.  61-62;  favor*  war  with 
England,  61-02;  Baltimore  riot  and, 
62;  defeated  for  governor,  62-63;  deatb, 
63.  Mentioned.  6ft;  second  administra- 
tion, 76,  77H  281  |31,  |32,  J33.  282  1 40. 
&41+  142,  }43,  |44.  M5;  284  |l2r  |15; 
286  |ll. 
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Bowie,  Captain  William.  58,  286  §11. 

Bowie.  Col  Wm.  D.,  19&,  286  |34. 

Boyle,  Edmeralda,  quoted  8. 

Bradfobd,  Augustus  Williamaon,  sketch, 
178-183  (boyhood,  179:  support*  Clay. 
179-180;  marriage,  180;  union  speech 
of,  180;  election  as  governor.  180-181; 
labor*  to  preserve  union,  181-182;  con- 
flict with  federal  troops,  182;  mansion 
burned,  183;  surveyor  of  port  of  Balti- 
more, 183;  death,  183).  Hicks'  letter 
to,  175;  appoints  Hicks  to  U.  8.  senate, 
177;  282J74.  286  135,  286  132. 

Bradford,  Samuel.  179.  286  §32. 

Bradley.  Stephen  J.,  135. 

Brandywine,  battle  of:  Governor  Wright 
and.  66:  Governor  Mercer  and,  52. 

Breckinridge.  John  C,  162. 

Brewer,  Nicholas,  117,  282  |00. 

Brlee,  James,  acting-governor,  235-236; 
284  |6a. 

Brooke,  Commander  Robert.  119. 

Brooks,  Walter  B.,  245.  283  §83. 

Brown,  Abel.  249. 

Brown  and  Brune,  199. 215. 

Brown,  Judge  Edwin  H.,  278. 

Bbown,  Frank,  sJbeft*.  248-254  (boyhood, 

249.  election  to  house  of  delegates.  249: 
legislative  career,  250:  postmaster  of 
Baltimore,  250;  elected  governor,  251; 
administration,  251-254;  marriage,  254; 
political  activities,  1895-1908,  254). 
Appoints  Governor  Lloyd  judge,  240, 
283184,  286  J45;  286  §42. 

Brown,  Mayor  George  Wm.,  174-176. 

Brown,  James,  222. 

Brown,  Stephen  T.  Cockey,  249;  death  of, 

250.  286  §42. 
Bryan.  Wm.  J.,  273. 
Buchanan,  Pres.  James,  149, 162;  appoints 

Gov.  P.  F.  Thomas  commissioner  of  _ 

? stents,  155,  and  secretary  of  treasury,  D| 

55;    election    of,    231-232;    appoints  ft 

Governor  McLane  minister  to  Mexico,  if 

235-236. 
Butcher,  James,  acting-governor,  68,  235- 

236;  284  |13a. 
Butler,  General  B.  F.,  172. 
Byrd.  William,  185. 

Calverts,  Gov.  James  Thomas,  descended 
from,  119. 

Cameron,  Simon,  176-177. 

Camden,  battle  of,  28;  Gates  retirement, 
23. 

Camden  Station,  fired.  219. 

Campbell  (Henry),  Margaret,  45,  287  |8. 

Carmiohael,  Rich,  B.,  132. 

Carnan.  Charles  Ridgely.     (See  Governor  , 
Ridaely.) 

CarnanVJohn,  82,  286  §15. 

Carroll.  Charles.  281  §34,  §35. 

Carroll.  Chas.,  brother  of  Gov.  J.  L.  Car- 
roll. 216. 

Carroll.  Col.  Chas..  215.  216.  286  §37. 

Carroll  of  Carrol  I  ton,  Chas..  17;  elected 
U.  S.  senator,  43;  favors  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad.   102;  mentioned,   214; 


Maryland's  most  famous  oitisen,   215; 
buried  at  Doughoregan,  216. 

Carroll.  Capt.  Hy.,  109. 

Carroll,  Hy.  Jas.,  109-110:  286  |21 

Carroll,  James,  146.  282  |69. 

Carroll,  John  Lee,  sJbsfea,  213-220  (ohi< 
feature  of  administration,  213—214; 
birth  and  ancestry.  214-215;  education 
215;  marriage,  215-216;  defeated  foj 
legislature,  215;  residenoe  in  New  York 
216;  legislative  career.  216-217;  elected 
governor,  217;  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
strike,  213-214;  217-219:  second  mar-> 
riage,  219;  later  years,  220).  Succeeds 
Groom*.  210;  defeats  Hamilton,  for 
nomination,  225-226;  283  |79;  285  |40; 

286  §37. 
Carroll,  Nicholas,  46,  281  §18.  426. 
Carroll,  Thomas  King,  afcete*.  109-113, 

(ancestry  109-110;  education.  110; 
admitted  to  bar,  110;  marriage.  111; 
Masonic  order,  111;  in  legislature.  111: 
governor.  111:  personality,  112;  and 
U.  S.  senator-ship,  112;  declines  seat  in 
state  senate.  112;  naval  officer  at  Balti- 
more. 112:  death.  113).  114,  282  §58. 
284  |23,  286  §21. 

Carter  (Bowie).  Alice,  194,  287  §34. 

Carter,  Chas.  H..  194. 

Cass,  Lewis.  223. 

Census  frauds  of  1900.  265-266. 

Centennial  Exposition,  219. 

Chambers.  EseJdel  F..  282  §75. 

Charter  Committee  of  Maryland  (1776), 
17. 

Charter,  new,  Baltimore.  259. 

Chase,  Saml.,  4;  candidate  for  governor,  5; 
Wm.  Pace  and.  15:  arms  continental 
soldiers,  16;  impeached,  61;  281  11. 

Chrbapeau  and  Omo  Canal:  Super- 
sedes Potomao  Co.,  94.  97;  original 
>lans  for,  97:  opposed  by  Baltimoreani. 
02;  proposal  to  build  link  to  Baltimore. 
102;  Governor  Martin  favors.  107:  con- 
flict with  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
121-122;  receives  aid  from  state,  123. 
126:  Francis  Thomas  president,  13ft; 
begins  to  fulfil  promise,  196.  t 

Chew  (Howard) ,  Margaret  31 , 1 15, 286  |2U 

287  §5.  ' 
China,  Governor  Lowe  named  as  minis    * 

to,  162:  religious  revolution,  231;  Gc    * 
eraor  McLane,  minister  to,  231. 
Civil  Service  reform,  225. 
Civil  Rights  bill.  256-257.  *  1 

Civil  War.     Francis  Thomas  and.  14  11 
Governor  Lowe  and.  158-159;  162-16  fl 
Maryland's    divided    sentiment,     IT 
Massachusetts  soldiers  mobbed  in  B 
timore,  174-176;  Hicks  proposes  tru 
175;  attitude  of  legislature,  176;  mez 
bers  of  legislature  arrested,  177;  me< 
ings  to  prevent,  180;  peace  conferen 
at  Washington,    180;   intimidation 
Bradford's   election.    180-181;    oonfli 
in  Maryland  between  state  and  feder 
authorities.  181-182;  invasion  of  Mai 
land  by  confederate   army,  183;  Mar 
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land  Committee  protests  to  president, 
233;     political    parties    and,    188-189. 
(See  also  Secearum.) 
Clarke,  Wm.  B.,  160,  282  §71. 
,  Clay,  Henry,  179-180;  Governor  Hamilton 

and.  223. 
1  Cleveland,  Grover,  appoints  Governor 
Groome  collector  of  customs,  212;  ap- 
points Governor  McLane  minister  to 
France,  234;  elected  president,  250, 271; 
appoints  Governor  Brown  postmaster, 
260;  appoints  Governor  Warfield  sur- 
veyor of  port,  271-272]  views  regarding 
office-holders  and  politics,  272. 
Clongowas   Wood  College,   attended  by 

Governor  Lowe,  159. 
Coal  strike  at  Frostburg,  252. 
Coates  (Thomas),  Elisabeth,  120. 287  §23. 
Cobb,  Howell,  155. 
College,  Bourbon,  attended  by  Governor 

McLane,  229. 
Columbian  College,  attended  by  Governor 

Swann,  185. 
Comptroller  of  Maryland — office  created, 

154. 
Confederacy,  opposed  by   Gov.    Francis 

Thomas,  159.     (See  C\vU  War.) 
Congress  and  "salary  grab,"  225. 
Congress,  continental,  protests  to  king,  4. 
Connolly  (Stevens),  Elisabeth,  286  118. 
Constitution,  U.  S.  convention  (1787) 
and,  54;  opponents  of    centralisation 
and,  54;  development  of,  75;  opposition 
to,  54,   75;  accepted  by  colonies,  24; 
adopted  by  Maryland,  22;  opposition  to 
in  Maryland,  24-25;  Governor  Paoa's 
attempt   to   amend,  34-35;   Governor 
Plater  presides  at  ratifying  convention, 
34;  State  (1776),  5,  124;  burdened  with 
amendments,  161.— State  (1851),  124; 
convention  and,  161;    Governor  Hicks 
a  delegate,     173;     Governor     Francis 
Thomas  and,  142;  creates  office  of  comp- 
troller, 154;  Gov.  P.  F.  Thomas  and,  154; 
Governor  Grason,  and,  135;  ratified,  161; 
benefits  of,  161.— State  (,1864),  188-189, 
provisions  of,  195;  election  under,  195. 
State  (1867).  195;  provisions  of,  195- 
196;  Governor  Groome  and,  209. 
Contee  (Kent),  Alice  Lee,  103,  287  819. 
\       Couden  (Stone).  Miss,  40,  287  f  7. 
\       Cox,  Christopher  C.  Maryland's  only  lieu- 
tenant-governor, 189;  election  ox,  195; 
fails  to  succeed  Governor  Swann,  190. 
[   Core,  Rich.  S.,  145. 
\  Coxey's  army,  253. 
1  Cowpens,  battle  of ,  28-29. 
fc  Grabill,  Silas  M.,  283  ,87. 
\      Cradock,  Rev.  Thomas,  school,  58. 
/  Creswell,  John  A.  J.,  156,  190. 

Crothera,  Alpheus,  276,  286  §46. 
1  Cbothbrb,  Austin  Lane,  sketch,  276-280; 
(political  economist,  276;  youth,  276- 
277;  teaches  school,  277;  enters  politics, 
277;  state  senator,  277;  judge,  278; 
nominated  for  governor,  278;  campaign. 
278-279;  elected.  279;  favors  good 
roads    and    administrative    economy. 


279-280;  home  life,  280).  Governor 
Jackson  and,  247;  succeeds  Governor 
Warfield,  273-274,  283  |88,  285  |49, 
286|46. 

Crothers,  Charles  C,  277. 

Culp.  Ira,  263  188. 

Cumberland,  Maryland,  and  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  strike,  218-219. 

Declaration  of  Independence  signed,  6. 
DeCourcy  (Wright),  Sarah,  67,  287  |12. 
DeCourcy,  William,  67;  homestead  of,  69. 
DeCoursey  (Veasey),  Elisabeth,  125,286 

Dekalb,  Baron  Johann,  death  of,  23. 

Democratic  party,  103. 

Dickinson  College,  attended  by  Gov.  P.  F. 
Thomas,  151. 

Digges  (Lee),  Mary,  13, 287  |2. 

Disfranchisement  in  Maryland  after  seces- 
sion, 189. 

District  of  Columbia,  government  for, 
203-204. 

Divorce  of  Gov.  Francis  Thomas  and  SalHe 
McDowell,  139-141. 

Dixon,  Robert  B.,  239,  283  |82. 

Dorsey,  Chas.  Worthington,  166. 

Dorsey  (Ligon),  Mary/Tolly  166.  287  §30. 


Dorsey  (Ridgely),  Priscilla,  82.  287  §15. 
Dorsey  (Ridgely),  Rebecca,  83. 
Dorsey  (Ligon).  SaJlie.  166,  28* 
Doughoregan  Manor,  215,  216. 


Druid  Hill  Park,  187. 

Duel  between  Governor  Wright  and  Gov- 
ernor Lloyd,  66;  between  Governor 
Francis  Thoams  and  Wm.  Price,  139. 

Eager  (Howard),  Ruth,  27,  286  §5. 

Eden,  Gov.  Root.,  4. 

Edmondson  (Groome),  Alice  L.,  211,  287 

§36. 
Election:     Military  interference  with,  in 

1861,    180-181,  under   constitution   of 

1864,  183;  popular  for  governor,  87; 

contested— White  vs.  Harris,  200-201; 

Wallis    vs.    Gwinn,    210-211;    under 

Know-nothing  rule,  166-170.  187-188; 

senatorial  primary  in  Maryland,  267, 

275. 
England,    Reverdy   Johnson,  appointed 

minister   to,  201.     (See  also  War     of 

181&-16.) 
Eutaw  Springs,  battle  of,  29. 
Eversfield,  Rev.,  school  of,  58. 

Federal  party  formed,  26;  how  kept  in 
power,  86;  oppose  second  war  with  Eng- 
land, 61;  struggle  between  republican 
party,  47-49,  cause  of  strength  in  Mary- 
land &815-18),  85. 

Flying  Camp  joins  Washington,  5;  Gov. 
J.  E.  Howard  and,  27. 

Fort  McHenry,  bombardment  of,  79-80; 
granted  to  U.  S.  government,  84. 

Fort  Putnam,  21. 

Fort  Washington,  21;  Governor  Small- 
wood  and,  22;  granted  to  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, 84. 
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Franoe  interferes  with  Amerinn  commerce, 

00;  threatened  war  with,  46;  Governor 

McLane  minister  to.  234. 
Francis  (Thomas)  Maria,  151.  286  §28. 
Frederick,   Maryland,    legislature    meets 

at.  176. 
Free  Ballot  act.  72. 
Freeholders'  Convention,  58. 
"Free  Silver"  and  W.  fa.  Jackson,  246- 

247. 
Fremont.  Gen.  John  C,  148. 
Frissell,  Jas.  II..  283  |88. 
Frostburg  coal  strike,  252. 

Gaither,   George  R.,  279,  283  (88. 

Gale,  Geo.,  43. 

Gary.  Jas.  A.,  226.  283  (80. 

Gates,  Gen.  Horatio  at  Camden,  23;  super- 
seded. 23;  Smallwood  and,  23;  men- 
tioned, 24. 

Geological  work,  first  in  Maryland,  122. 

Georgetown  College,  attended  by  Gover- 
nor Pratt,  145;  Gov.  J.  L.  Carroll,  215. 

Germantown,  battle  of,  and  Gov.  J.  E. 
Howard,  28;  and  Maryland  line,  22, 
and  Gov.  J.  H.  Stone,  37. 

Gibson,  Senator,  Chas.  H.,  264. 

Gillis  (Winder),  Esther,  76,  286  814. 

Gisriel.  Wm.,  283  187. 

Gist,  Gen.  Mordecal.  23. 

Glenn.  Judge  John,  200. 

"Glorious  19"  electors,  127-128,  137-138, 
173. 

Goldbbobouoh,  Charles,  sketch,  86-90; 
(birth,  87;  education  and  youth,  87; 
marriages,  87-88;  in  congress,  88:  gov- 
ernor, 89;  administration,  90).  Elected 
governor.  85;  defeated  by  Saml.  f 


93;  282  §47,  §48,  §49;  284  §18:  286  II 

Goldsborough,  Chas.,  Sr.,  87,  286.  §16. 

Goldsborough,  Judge  Chas.  F.,  237;  death 
of.  240. 

Goldsborough  (Goldsborough),  Elisabeth, 
87.  287  §16. 

Goldsborough,  Judge  Robert,  87. 

Goldsborough,  Congressman  Robert  H., 
84. 

Goldsborough  (Goldsborough),  Sarah  Yer- 
bury,  88,  287J16. 

Goldsborough,  Wm.  TUghman,  154,  282 
§70.  ^^ 

Good  roads  favored  by  Governor  Crothers, 
279-280,  bill  passed,  279-280. 

Gorman,  Arthur  Pue,  in  U.  S.  senate,  203, 
211,  271;  opposes  Governor  Jackson 
for  senator,  245;  in  conflict  with  Gover- 
nor Whyte,  203,  205;  death  of,  206. 


Governor  of  Maryland  in  early  years,  10: 
term  for  one  year,  114,  disadvantages  01 
short  term,  114;  early  powers  of,  36; 


first  governor's  message  to  legislature, 
38-39;  method  of  electing  changed,  124; 
Reform  Act,  132;  first  popular  election 
for,  128.  Council  of,  abolished,  128. 
(See  Acting-governor.) 

Grason,  Richard,  130.  286  §25. 

Grabon,  William,  tketch,  130-135  (a  de- 
structionist,  130;  birth,  130;  youth,  131; 


marriage,  131;  in  navy,  131:  in  1 
assembly,  132;  governor,  133;  c 
repudiation,  133-134;  criticises  consti- 
tution, 134;  retires,  134;  in  state 


ate,  135:  opposes  abolition,  135.  death, 
—       J  *    ~  u        r.  128; 

ported  by^Jov7^\ ~YrTbanu*t  152; 


CW,    Up|MOOD    MIWMUU,    1WV,    UUBIld,  J 

135).    Succeeds  Governor  Veasey,  128;    f 
warns  of  financial  dangers,  140; 


slavery  and,  169;  282  §67,  284  §28, 
285  125. 

Grant.  Gen.  U.  8.,  removes  Governor  Brad- 
ford as  surveyor,  183;  unsuccessful 
efforts  to  reconcile  Governor  Bradford, 
183. 

Greene,  Gen*  Nathans*]  praises  Gov.  J.E. 
Howard ,  29;  succeeds  General  Gates,  23. 

Groou£.  James  Black,  tkttek,  207-212; 
j democratic  spirit  of,  207-208;  boyhood, 
20S-209,  in  legislature.  209j_koVernor 
2 10-2  M;  rontroversy  of  Wains  wm. 
Gwinn,  210-211;  marriage,  211;  in  U. 
3.  senate,  211-212;  death,  212).  De- 
feats Gov,  P.  F.  Thomas  for  U.  8.  sen- 
ate, 157;  elected  governor.  203.  283  §78. 
2&5,  |39.  286  J<*6. 

Groom*.  John  Chas.,  defeated  f or  gover- 
Qar,    l».    208-2QG,  2*2  §73,  286  §36. 

Guilford  (N,  C.)+  battle  of,  53;  Governor 
Mercer  and,  53. 

Gwinn-  Chas.  J.  M..  ejection  contested, 
210-211. 

Hagerstown  and  Governor  Hamilton,  227, 
Hamilton,  Henry.  222.  286  J38. 
Hamilton,  William  Thomas.  tfeefca,  221- 


22?  t political  economist,  222;  opposed 
by  leaders,  222;  birth  and  early  »ui> 
Foundings,  222;  education.  222-223; 


legislature.  223;  in  congress.  223;  con* 
Rresainnal  and  senatorial  career,  223- 
225;  marriage.  224;  governor,  226;  Ha- 
gentown  and,  227;  death,  227 U  201. 
202;  chief  characteristic,  268,  283  §80. 
285  §41,  286  43ft. 

Hamprlen-Sidney  College  attended  by 
Governor  Ligcn,    165. 

Hancock-Garfield    r  impugn.    163. 

Handy,  Samuel,  262. 

Harper,  Geo.  RobU  Ooodloe,  110* 

Harris  J.  Morrison,  defeats  Governor 
Whyta  for  congress.  200:  election  con- 
tested, 200-201;  defeated  for  governor, 
2L7.  283  $70. 

Harrison  (Paca),  Anne,  19,  281  J3+ 

Harrison-  President  Benjamin  appoint* 
Governor  Whyte  to  Congress  of  Ameri- 
can Nations.  206, 

Harvard  Law  School,  attended  by  Gover- 
nor Whyie.  1  ©0-200;  by  Governor  J,  L- 
Carroll,  215. 

Hsye*.  President  R<  B,.  made  president. 
203;  Baltimore  and  Ohio  etfike  and, 
218-219. 

Hayes,  Thomas  G.,  254. 

Hayward,  William,  151. 

Heberd  (Smallwood).  PriscUla,  20,  286 
84. 

Henry,  Danl.  M.,  in  congress,  237. 
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Hxnbt,  John,  iketch,  41-45  (youth  and  ed- 
ucation, 42;  in  Continental  congress,  42- 
43;  U.  8.  senator,  43;  elected  governor, 
42-43;  short  administration,  44;  features 
of  governorship,  45;  marriage,  45;  death, 
45;.  Gov.  Hy.  Lloyd  descended  from, 
237;  281  §24,  284  f9,  285  18. 

Henry,  Col.  John,  42;  286  §8. 

Henry  (Lloyd).  Kitty,  237,  286  |40. 

Henry,  Patrick,  4. 

Hering,  Joshua  W.  in  state  senate,  277; 
comptroller,  278. 

Hess  (Hamilton),  Anna  Mary  M.,  222, 
286  138. 

Hicks,  Henry  O.  172,  286  §31. 

Hicks,  Thomas  Holliday,  sfefca,  171-177. 
(a  temporiser,  171;  wavers  at  critical 
time,  172;  birth,  172;  minor  political 
positions,  172-173;  register  of  wills 
and  state  legislator,  172;  candidate  for 
governor,  173;  manner  of  election,  173: 
views  on  secession,  174-175;  April  10 
(1861),  and,  174-176;  bridge-burning 
and,  174-175;  proposes  truce  between 
north  and  south,  175:  attitude  toward 
legislature,  176-177;  in  U.  S.  senate, 
\fj;  marriages,  177;  death,  177).  De- 
nounced by  Governor  Lowe,  163;  how 
elected  governor,  160-170;  defeats  John 
C.  Groome,  208-200;  282  §73,  284  |34, 
286  J31. 

Higgins.  Edwin,  283  |84. 

HUnOgle),  Henrietta,  50.  287  |0. 

Hill  murder  case,  252-253. 

Hill,  William  N.,  283  186. 

Hodges,  Mayor  Jas.,  245. 

Holungsworth  (Whyte),  Louisa  D.,  206, 
287135. 

Holton,  Hart  D.,  283  (81. 

Howard,  Beni.  Chew,  115:  defeated  for 
governor,  180-181 :  282  174. 

Howard,  Cornelius,  286  }5. 

Howabd,  George,  $ketch,  114-118  (dis- 
inclined to  be  governor,  114;  birth  and 
early  years,  115;  marriage,  115;  home 
life,  115;  member  of  governor's  council, 
116;  governor,  116;  differs  from  Presi- 
dent Jackson,  117;  opposed  to  lotteries, 
117;  views  on  slavery,  117;  oem 
South  Carolina,  118;  death,  118)  1 
tioned,  31;  refuses  reelection,  121: 
suggestions  in  regard  to  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  and  Chesapeake  and  Ohio,  122. 
282  f60,  284  125.  286  §22. 

Howard,  John  Eager,  sketch,  26-31  (early 
years,  27;  joins  Continental  army,  27; 
military  services,  28-20,  hero  of  Cow- 
pens,  28;  retort  to  General  Morgan,  20; 
General  Greene's  opinion  of,  20;  Conti- 
nental congress,  20;  governor,  30;  state 
senator,  30;  U.  S.  senator,  30:  declines 
portfolio  of  war,  30;  distinguished  sons, 
31;  in  war  of  1812-15,  31;  candidate  for 
vioe-president,  31;  death,  31)  son  be- 
comes governor,  115;  281  113.  (14,  (15, 
116,  (34,  (36;  282,  (40;  284  (5;  286  (5, 
(22. 

Hurst,  John  E.,  258, 283  (85. 


Internal  improvement,  04;  Potomac  Com- 
pany and  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal, 
06-07;  beginning  of.  83-84;  era  of,  10; 
Governor  Kent  and,  106;  reckless  in- 
vestment in,  133;  Gov.  Jas.  Thomas 
and,  120;  Maryland's  liberal  contribu- 
tion to,  126. 

Interest  payments  resumed  in  Maryland, 

Irish  rebellion,  100. 

Japan,  Governor  Mr  Lane  minister  to.  231. 

Jackson,  President  Andrew  and  "spoils" 
system,  106- J 07.  221;  appoints  Louis 
McLano  secretary  of  treasury,  229, 

Jackson,  Elihu  Emory,  thtch.  242-247. 
f birth.  243;  business  career,  243-244* 
246;  in  legislature.  244;  nominated  for 
governor,  245 ;  administration,  245-246; 
marriage,  247:  dealb.  247).  Nomi- 
nated, 205,  25];  succeeds  Hy*  Lloyd, 
239;  micceeded  by  Frank  Brown ,  215; 
28a  £83,  285  $44.  26©  |41. 

Jackson,  E*  E.  and  Company,  244* 

Jackson.  Hugh,  243,  28tt  |4L 

Jackson,  ft'm.  H,,  246.  247. 

Jefferson  College  attended  by  Governor 
Hamilton,  222. 

Jefferson,  Thoe.  elected  president.  00; 
disfavors  third  term*  68;  Governor 
Mercer  student  of,  A3. 

Jenifer,  Danl.h  37. 

Jenifer,  Panl,  of  St.  John.  15,  281  |7f  fl0+ 

Jenifer  (Stanch  ElUabeth,  37;  28fl  |7. 

Jenneea  (Hamilton).  Clara.  224,  2S7  (38. 

Jennesa,  Rich.,  224, 

Jennings  (Johnson)*  Ann.  5,  287  |1. 

Jews  of  Maryland,  effort  to  get  franchises. 
89;  enfranchised,  95.  97-08. 

Johnson,  President  Andrew,  impeach- 
ment of.  61;  opposed  by  Gov.  Franri* 
Thomas,  142;  Meryl  and  vacant  *enn- 
torahip  and.  156;  votes  of  Maryland 
senators  for,  15ot  conflict  with  congress 
201-202;  championed  by  Gov.  Whyte. 
201-202;  congress  and  Johnson  ■  annual 
message.  201-202. 

Johnson,  Eeveniy.  appointed  attorncy- 
genera]  of  U.  3.,  148;  rasifrwi  from  IL  &* 
senate,  201 ;  appointed  minister  to  Eng- 
land, 201-  succeeded  by  Governor 
Whyte,  301. 

Johnson,  Thomas,  aketeh,  1-8  (ancestry 
and  early  life,  3;  President  Adam's 
opinion  of,  3;  member  of  continental 
congress,  4,  5, 6,  7;  nominates  George 
Washington  commander-in-chief  of 
army,  4;  commands  "Flying Camp,"  5, 
election  and  inauguration,  5;  marriage- 
6;  votes  for  Declaration  of  Independ; 
ence.  6;  twice  reelected  governor,  6; 
chief  judge  of  general  court,  7:  associate 
judge  supreme  court,  7:  declines  port- 
folio of  state  under  Washington,  7: 
death,  8).  Advocates  declaration  of 
independence,  17;  a  jurist,  20;  281  §1, 
2f,  f8Tjl3,  §34;  284  (1;  286  |1. 

Johnson,  Thomas,  8r„  3;  286  §1. 
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Johnson.  Wm.  Cart,  138,  282  |68. 
Jones,  Joshua,  282  §63 
Jones.  Levin  T.,  283  f86. 
Jusres,  Benito,  recognised  by  U.  S.  minis- 
ter to  Mexico.  232. 
Judge-retiring  bill  of,  1008, 240. 

Kell  (Bradford),  Elisabeth,  180.  287  §32. 

Kell,  Judge  Thomas,  180. 

Kent  (Pratt),  Adelaide,  145,  287  §27. 

Kent,  Danl.,  00,  286  §10. 

Kent,  Capt.  Jaa.,  "minute  men,"  66. 

Kbnt,  Joseph,  •ketch.  00-103  (youth,  99- 
100;  practices  medicine,  100;  member 
of  congress,  100-101;  elected  governor, 
101;  administration  101-102;  petitions 
legislature  to  charter  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad,  102;  elected  to  U.  8. 
senate,  103;  marriage,  103;  death.  103.) 
Internal  improvement  and,  106;  daugh- 
ter marries  Governor  Pratt,  145;  282  §54, 
§55,  §56. 284  §21 ;  286  §  10. 

Kerr  (Thomas),  Sarah  Maria,  157, 287  §28. 

King  (Carroll),  Elisabeth  Barnes,  100, 110, 
287  J21. 

King,  Col.  Thomas,  100. 

Know-nothing  party  in  Maryland,  166- 
170;  methods  of  winning  elections  173- 
187;  supports  Thos.  Swann  for  mayor, 
187;  conflict  with  Governor  Logon,  187; 
supremacy  in  Baltimore,  200;  strength 
of  in  Maryland.  224. 

Korea,  Governor  McLane  minister  to,  231. 

Kossuth,  Gen.  Louis  visits  Maryland,  162. 

Lafayette,  Marquis  de,  aided  by  Governor 
Lee,  1 1 ;  joined  by  Governor  Mercer;  53; 
mentioned,  60;  returns  to  America,  05; 
anecdote  concerning  visit  to  Annapolis, 

LansdaJe  (Sprigs),  Violette.  03, 287  §17. 
Lansdale,  TnosTLancaster,  03. 
Lawson,  Gen.  Robert.  53. 
Lee,  Gen.  Chas.,  dismissed  from  army,  62- 

Lee  (Plater),  Hannah,  35,  287  §6. 

Lee,  Mary  (Digges),  wife  of  Gov.  T.  S.  Lee, 
13;  renders  aid  to  Continental  army,  13, 
287  §2. 

Lee,  Mary  Digges,  mother  of  Gov.  J.  L. 
Carroll,  215r$86  §37. 

Lee,  Rich.,  10. 

Lee,  Rich  Hy.,  433. 

Lee,  Thos.,  10.  286  §2. 

Lkb,  Thomas  Sim,  sketch,  0-13  (election  as 
governor,  0;  ancestry  and  early  years 
10;  first  public  service,  10;  cooperate 
with  Washington  and  Lafayette,  11-12; 
commended  by  legislature,  12;  in  Con- 
tinental congress,  12;  second  adminis- 
tration. 12;  "Whiskey  insurrection*' 
and,  12^  reorganises  militia,  12;  estab- 
lishes winter  home  in  Georgetown.  13; 
declines  seat  in  U.  S.  senate,  13;  refuses 
third  administration  as  governor,  13; 
marriage,  13;  death,  13).  Mentioned. 
6,  20738,  45,  46,    Gov.  J.  L.  Carroll 


descended  from,  215: 281  §4.  §5.  §6.  §18, 
§10.  §20.  §25;  284  §4.  §7;  286  §2. 

Legislature  in  extra  session  in  War  of 
1812-15,  78-70;  refuses  to  receive  Gov- 
ernor's message,  170;  meets  in  Fred- 
erick, 176;  declaration  concerning  seces- 
sion, 176;  members  arrested,  177;  peti- 
tioned to  restore  franchises  to  Maryland 
democrats,  180;  extra  session  of  1001, 
265-266. 

Levering,  Joshua,  283  §85. 

Lexington,  battle  of,  21. 

lieutenant-governor  under  constitution 
of  1864,  180. 105;  Maryland's  only  lieu- 
tenant governor,  180. 

Ligon.  Thus,  D„  I6S,  286  §30. 

LrooNr  Thomas  WatkinB,  *ketch.  165-170 
(youth,  165;  education.  165-166;  re- 
moval to  Maryland,  166;  marriage*.  166; 
member  of  legislature  and  of  congress, 
106:  election  as  governor,  167:  conflict 
with  know  -nothing  party,  167-170; 
legislature  refusee  to  receive  message, 
170;  Later  year?  and  death,  170.)  Fear- 
letwrjesa  off  184;  conflict  with  know- 
nothing  party  in  Baltimore.  187-188; 
282  $72;  284  (33;  286  |30. 

Lincoln.  President  Abraham,  receives  one 
vote  in  Queen  Anne1*,  135;  effect  of 
tier  Lion  in  Maryland*  135;  attends 
Governor  Hick*   funeral,  177. 

Livingston.  Robert,  38. 

Lloyd.  Beni.  Chew,   16. 

Lloyd,  Danl,  336,  286  J40. 

Lloyd,  Edward  I.,  immigrant,  336-337. 

Lloyd.  Col.  Edward  IV,  candidate  for 
governor,  0;  281  J4,  286  f  13. 

Lloyd h  Edward  V,,  *k*tehr  70-74  (birth, 
70;  early  life,  71;  elected  to  legislature 
at  age  of  twenty-one,  71;  sent  to  con- 
gress, 72;  elected  governor.  72;  admin- 
istration. 73;  U,  3,  senator  73:  presi- 
dent state  senate,  73  ;  death,  73;  mar- 
riage, 74;  democratic  spirit,  74),  Duel 
with  Governor  Wright,  66;  mentioned. 
236;  Governor  Lowndes  descended  from, 
265;  2S2  §37, 138.  139;  284  J14;  286 f  13. 

Lloyd,  Edward  VI.  282  162. 

Lloyd  family  in  Maryland  71.  241. 

Lloyd.  Henry  tkrtch,  235-241  {succeed* 
Governor  McLane,  236)  birth  and  edu- 
cation, 236-237;  admitted  to  bar,  237; 
in  state  senate,  237-238;  p  real  dent  sen- 
ate, 238;  acting-govern  or.  238;  gover- 
nor, 210;  administration.  230;  judge, 
240;  Mojion.  240;  marriage.  240;  home 
life,  24 L)  Become*  acting- governor. 
234:  188  $82;  2£5  §43;  286  140. 

Lloyd  CPaca),  Mary.  15;  2S7  S3. 

Long  Island,  battle  of,  21;  Governor  Stone 
and,  37, 

Lotteries  opposed  by  Gov,  Geo,  Howard. 
117. 

Lowe,  Lt.  Bradley  8.  A.,  graduate  of  Weet 
Point.  159.  286 129. 

LowsJEnoch  Louis,  a*efe*.158-164  (named 
in  "Maryland.  My  Maryland/'  158:  Con- 
federacy and,  159;  birth,  159;  elected 
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governor,  160;  defends  his  youth,  160; 
marriage,  160;  administration,  160-161; 
favors  low  taxes,  161;  entertains  Kos- 
suth, 162;  declines  post  of  minister  to 
China,  162:  wants  Maryland  to  secede, 
162-163;  denounces  Governor  Hicks, 
163;  Civil  War  and,  163;  moves  to 
Brooklyn,  163;  death,  164.)  Advo- 
cates secession,  171;  April  19  (1861)  and, 
174,  175-176.  282  §71;  284  |32;  286 
§29. 

Lowndes  (Lowndes),  Elisabeth,  256,  257- 
258,  287  143. 

Lowndes,  Lloyd,  father  of  Governor 
Lowndes,  255,  256,  286  143. 

Lowndes,  Lloyd,  9ketch,  255-260  (birth, 
255;  college  career,  256;  practices  law, 
256:  elected  to  congress,  256;  opposes 
Civil  Rights  bill,  256-257;  defeated  for 
congress,  257;  business  interests,  258; 
elected  governor,  258;  administration, 
258-259:  declines  to  use  office  for  elec- 
tion to  U.  S.  senate,  259;  defeated  for 
governor,  259;  death,  260).  Distinc- 
tion among  governors.  184;  defeated  by 
Gov.  J.  W.  Smith,  265;  283  |85,  |86; 
285  f46;  286  §43. 

Maooubbin  (Martin),  Mary  Clare,  105, 
287  120. 

Mackall.  Gen.  Jas.  John,  ^8. 

MackallJBowie),  PrisdUa,  58,  287  §11. 

MagUl  (Thomas),  Nellie,  136-137,  286  §26. 

Magruder  (Pratt),  Eleanor,  286  §27. 

Mahool,  J.  Barry,  254. 

Malster.  William  T.,  206. 

Marriott,  W.  H.,  282  §62. 

Martin,  Daniel,  sketch,  104-108  (early 
years,  105;  marriage,  106;  initial  appear- 
ance in  politics,  105;  twice  elected  gov- 
ernor, 106;  opposed  to  Jackson's  "  spoils" 
system,  106-107;  death,  108);  defeated 
by  Gov.  T.  K.  Carroll,  111:  misfortune 
because  of  short  term,  114;  Gov.  Geo. 
Howard  and,  116;  282  §57  §58,  §59; 
284  221.  124;  286  §20. 

Martin,  Luther,  opposes  Constitution  of 
U.  8.,  25,  75;  withdraws  from  conven- 
tion, 54. 

Martin,  Nicholas,  105,  286  §20. 

Maryland.  Earliest  independent  gov- 
ernment, 2:  legislature  warns  Governor 
Eden,  4;  delegates  in  congress  permitted 
to  vote  for  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, 4;  opposition  to  articles  of  con- 
federation, 7;  opposition  to  Declaration 
of  Independence,  16;  U.  S.  constitution 
ratified,  25;  aid  to  Continental  army 
acknowledged  by  Washington,  12; 
legislature  expresses  confidence  in 
Washington,  29;  grants  District  of 
Columbia  to  government,  30;  lends 
money  for  federal  buildings,  39,;  neg- 
lected by  federal  government  in 
War  of  1812-15,  76,  78-79;  repeals 
property  qualifications  for  voters,  55- 
56,  72;  charters  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  102;  gives  elective  franchise 


to  Jews,  95;  97-98:  divided  into  three 
gubernatorial  districts,  132-133;  de- 
faults interest  payments,  141,  147: 
repudiation  and,  140-141;  causes  of 
financial  embarrassment,  126;  re- 
sumes interest  payments,  154;  agita- 
tion for  proportionate  representation 
in  general  assembly,  126-127;  137-138, 
142;  readjustment  of  apportionment, 
137;  attitude  of  legislature  regarding 
secession,  176;  oommittee  protests 
against  action  of  federal  troops,  233. 
(See  also  Constitution  and  Legislature.) 

Maryland  Jockey  Club.  197. 

Maryland  Line  at  German  town,  22;  com- 
mended by  congress,  23. 

"Maryland,  My  Maryland*'  quoted,  158, 
referenoe  to  Governor  Lowe,  158. 

Maryland  Society  Sons  of  American  Revo- 
lution erects  monument  to  Governor 
Smallwood,  25. 

Maryland  State  Agricultural  and  Mechan- 
ical Society.  250. 

Maryland- Virginia  boundary  dispute,  203. 

Mason,  George,  54. 

Mason.  John  Thomson,  223. 

Masonic  Order,  Governor  Winder  and, 
80;  Gov.  Hy.  Lloyd  and,  240. 

Massachusetts  soldiers  mobbed  in  Balti- 
more, 174-176. 

May  (Thomas)  Clintonia,  157,  287  §28. 

May  Stevens),  Elisa.  96,  287  118. 

McBride  (Jackson),  Sally,  286  §411. 

McDonald,  Mary.  (See  Mrs.  Raleigh 
Thomtu.) 

McDowell,  Gov.  James,  of  Virginia,   139. 

McDowell  (Thomas),  Sal  lie  marriage,  to 
Gov.  Francis  Thomas.  133;  separation 
from.  139-140;  divorce  from*  140;  sec- 
ond marriage,  141;  Gov.  Thomas  pam- 
phlet concerning,  141.  287  §26. 

McKinley,  President  Wm,  and  Jas*  A* 
Gary,  226, 

Mo  Lane,  LouLi,  228;  public  service  in 
Delaware,  228;  connection  wUb  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  Railroad.  228;  IL  8- 
minister  to  England,  229;  secretary  of 
treasury,  229;  resigns  from  Baltimore 
and  Ohio.  180.  288  J39. 

Mc La* is,  Robert  Mil U pan,  sJfcrfeA,  228-234; 
(parentage.  228-229;  education,  220; 
military  earner,  229-230;  marriage,  22»j 
legislative  career.  230;  member  of  con- 
gress, 230-23],  233-234;  minister  to 
China.  Japan,  etc.,  231;  minister  Ut 
Mexico,  232;  Civil  War  and.  233;  min- 
ister to  France.  234;  death  of*  234). 
Gov.  P.  F,  Thomas  and,  157;  resign* 
as  governor,  235.  238;  appointed  min- 
ister to  France,  23fi-236;  desire  for 
foreign  service.  230:  fond  of  debate, 
236;  defeated  for  U.S.  senate.  211;  283 
(Bl;  285  §42;  288  |30. 

MeNaJly,  R.  M..  1&9. 

M£fti:tfl,  John  Francis,  ifccttA.  51-56 
(youth,  52;  in  Continental  army,  52; 
aide  to  Gen,  Cbaa.  Lee,  52;  resign*.  63; 
re-commissioned,  53;  in   southern  eam- 
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paign,  63;  Jefferson  and,  63;  in  Virginia 
legislature,  53;  marriage  and  removal 
to  Maryland,  53-64;  delegate  to  con- 
stitutional convention.  54;  opposed  U. 
8.  constitution,  54;  defeated  for  con- 
gress, 54;  member  of  legislature  and 
congress,  55;  elected  governor,  55;  ad- 
ministration, 54-55,  opposes  War  of 
1*12-15.  66:  death.  56).  Administra- 
tion, 50;  in  Revolution,  184;  first  repub- 
lican governor,  184;  281  |29,  |30;  284 
111;  286  §10. 

Mercer,  Robert,  52,  $86  (10. 

Mercer.  Robert.  Br..  62. 

Merrick,  Wm.  M.,  226. 

Mexico,  war  with.  147;  Gov.  Oden  Bowie 
and,  103:  termination  of  friendly  rela- 
tions with  U.  8.,  232;  President  Juares 
and  U.  8.,  232. 

Militia  of  Maryland  reorganised,  123. 

MUligan   (McLane),  Catherine/  228.  286 

Mitchell,  Geo.  E..  282  §57. 

Monmouth,  battle  of,  and  Chas.  Lee,  63; 
Governor  Mercer  and,  53. 

Moore  (Lowndes).  Marie,  256,  286  |43. 

Morgan,  Gen.  Dan!,  at  Cowpens.  28;  com- 
mends Gov.  J.  E.  Howard,  20. 

Morris,  Root,  and  Governor  Lee,  11. 

Murray,  Jas.,  281 120, 130. 

Murray  (Lloyd),  Sally  Scott,  74,  287  |13. 

National  republicans.  103. 

Negro,  first  vote  of  in  Maryland.  202; 
effort  to  disfranchise  in  Maryland,  274. 

Nelson,  John,  attorney-general,  200;  de- 
feated for  congress,  200. 

"  New  Judge"  movement,  205. 

Nioodemus  (Warfieid),  Emma,  272,  287 
f45. 

Nioodemus,  J.  Courtney,  272. 

North  Point,  battle  of,  31,  78-80. 

Northern  Central  Railway,  122. 

Oden  (Bowie).  Mary  Elisa,  103,  286  |34. 

Oolb,  Benjamin.  $ketch,  46-60  (parentage, 
46-47;  education,  47;  early  public  ser- 
vice, 47:  governor.  47;  administration, 
47-40:  death  of  Washington  and,  28; 
home  life  and  death,  40-60).     281  |18, 

J 26,  (27,  828;  284  §10;  286  §0. 
e,  Saml.,  proprietary  governor,  46-47, 
286  §0. 
"Old  Line"  democrats.  204. 
Oldham  (Martin),  Hannah,  105.  286  §20. 

Pace.  Elisabeth,  286  13. 

Pace,  John.  15.  286  §23. 

Paca.  William,  tketck,  14-10  (elected  gov- 
ernor, 15;  birth  ana  youth,  15;  opposes 
stamp  act,  15;  in  Continental  congress, 
16;  arms  volunteer  oorpe,  16;  votes  for 
Declaration  of  Independence,  17;  chief 
judge  of  general  court,  17;  administra- 
tion, 18;  labors  for  Revolutionary  sol- 
diers, 18;  judge  of  U.  8.  court  of  Mary- 
land, 10  Washington  College  and,  10; 
marriages.  10;  personal  appearance,  10). 
Mentioned,  4,  21;  candidate  for  gover- 


nor, 5;  a  jurist,  £0;  attempt  to  amend 

lh  S.  constitution  34-35;  2§1  §1,  §7.  §8. 

J9.  2&4  §3;  286  J3, 
Paife  Itiwatanh  Jane  Byrd,  1&5.  286  §33. 
Paoti,  batilfl  of.  06, 
i'ardcmi],  how  granted,  in  Maryland,  274- 

275;  Govfinof  Warfieid  ana,  275. 
Paris  treaty  of  peace.  IS. 
Park  Tai  in  Baltimore.  18& 
Peabody,  Geo,.  199. 
Fciiree.  Jama  AUred  elected  to  congress. 

132.  153;  defeated  by  Gov,  C.  F.  Thomas 

152-153;  succeeded  by  Governor  Hicks, 

177. 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  slaves,  147- 

Pennsytvania  Railway  and  Baltimore  and 
Pittsburg  RailioaX  104. 

Peru,  Gov.  Francis  Thomas,  minister  to, 
143. 

Phelps  (Carroll).  Anita.  215-216;  death. 
of.  216:  2S7  §37, 

Phelps,  Royal,  215-210. 

Pierce.  Freaideat  Franklin,  election  of, 
1&4:  appoints  Gov,  P.  F.  Thomas,  col- 
lector. 155;  names  Governor  Lowe 
minister  to  ChineT  162;  appoints  Gov- 
em  or  McLane  minister  to  Japan  and 
Chins.  231;  mentioned,  224, 

Pinko ey,  Campbell  White,  109* 

Pinlmey  (White).  Isabella,  199,   286  |35. 

Pinkney,  Wm.,  service  to  Maryland,  199; 
resign*  from  congress,  56. 

Plater.  Col.  George,  father  of  Governor 
Plater,  33;  member  of  Baltimore's 
council  of  state,  33.  2Sfl  |6. 

Plater,  George.  side*  J32-35  ("birth,  &$: 
early  public  service.  33;  in  legislature, 
34;  preside*  at  Maryland  convention  to 
ratify  1.7.  3-  constitution,  34;  presiden- 
tial elector,  35;  elected  qwernor,  35; 
administration,  35;  married  life,  35; 
death.  35).  Candidate  for  governor. 
5:  succeeded  by  Govt  Tt  S.  Lee,  12; 
death  of,  235, 281  I I,  *17;  2o4*6;  330  |0. 

Poo  omen  dm  cut,  274. 

Police  commissioners  of  Baltimore  and 
Governor  3frann,  18^-190;  removal  of. 
189-190;  con  met  with  successors,   190. 

Polk  (Lows),  Esther  Winder.  160,  287  J2i». 

Polk,  Col.  Jast,  160, 

Polk,  Pres.  Jas.  K.,  and  Governor  McLane, 
23a 

Porter  (Crothers),  Margaret  Aurena,  170, 
286  840. 

Potomac  Company,  legislative  report  upon, 
96-97;  superseded  by  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  Company,  94-97. 

Potts,  Rich.,  80. 

Pratt,  Thomas,  286  f 27. 

Pbatt,  Thomas  George,  sJbefc*.  144-149 
(birth,  144:  marriage,  145;  legislative 
career,  145-146;  attitude  concerning 
repudiation,  146;  elected  governor,  140; 
defeats  repudiation,  140-147;  conflict 
with  Pennsylvania  over  slave  property, 
147-148:  becomes  enemy  of  abolition, 
140;  United  States  senator,   148;   ar- 
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ratted  at  outbreak  of  Civil  War,  140; 
death,  140).  Appoints  Governor  Brad- 
ford clerk  of  Baltimore  County,  180; 
Repudiation  and,  141:  sustained  by 
Governor  Hamilton,  223;  and  Governor 
McLane,  230;  sympathises  with  south, 
159;  son  of  in  Confederate  army,  150: 
chief  characteristic,  208.  282  |00,  284 
§30.  280.  §27. 

Preston,  Horatio,  254. 

Preston  (Brown),  Mary  Ridgely,  254,  287 
142. 

Price,  Wm.,  duel  with  Gov.  Francis 
Thomas,  130. 

Primary  nominations  in  Maryland,  275; 
for  United  States  senator.  200.  207, 
275;  Governor  Warfield  and,  275. 

Princeton,  battle  of  and  Governor  Small- 
wood,  22;  Governor  Stone  and,  37. 

Princeton  College  attended  by  Governor 
Pratt,  145;  by  Governor  Henry,  42. 

Property  qualifications  for  officeholders 
in  Maryland,  51;  war  against,  51-52. 

Pulaski,  Count  Casinni  in  Baltimore,  23: 
conflict  between  Governor  Smalrwood 
and,  23. 

Railroad  combinations  opposed  by  Gov- 
ernor Jackson,  245. 

Raleigh  (Hicks),  Leah,  287  §31. 

Randal],  Jas.  R.,  158T 

Randolph.  Edmund,  7. 

Rayner,  Isidor,  elected  United  States 
senator.  200. 

Reese,  John  T.,  nominated,  132. 

Reform  Act,  124:  Governor  Veasey  and, 
124;  makes  gubernatorial  election  pop- 
ular. 132. 

Reform  League  election  law,  250. 
lean-democratic 


Republican-* ,___. 

Republicans  favor  War  of 


do  party  spate,  103. 

Nar  of   181»-15,  01; 

Baltimore  riot  and.  02. 


Repudiation  in  Maryland  and  Gov.  Fran- 
cis Thomas,  140-141;  Governor  Pratt 
and,  140;  cause  of  repudiation  agita- 
tion,  133,  140;  reason  of  defeat,  140- 
147. 

Revolt  of  1830,     O3eeM0Ierume  10.") 

Richardson,  Geo.  S.  and  Brother,  202- 
203. 

Richardson  (Smith),  Mary  Francis,  202, 
287  144. 

Rider  (Henry)  Dorothy.  42,  280  |8. 

Rider  (Jackson).  Nannie,  247,  287  §41. 

Rider.  Wm.  H..  247. 

Udgely,  Acsah,  82.  280  J 15. 

Ridgblt,  Charles  Carnan,  afcefc*,  81-85 
(birth  and  parentage,  82;  changes  name. 
62-83;  marriage,  82;  early  political 
activity,  82;  nominated  for  governor 
83;  election,  83;  internal  improvement 
and,  84;  administration,  94-85;  life 
at  Hampton,  85;  death,  85).  Defeats 
Gov.  Root.  Bowie.  63:  favors  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad.  102;  daughter  mar- 
ries Gov.  George  Howard,  115;  282  $44, 
(45,  (40;  284  117;  280  J15. 


Captain  Chas.»  uncle  of  Gover- 
nor ttEdeely.  82-83. 

Biditcly,  David.  254, 

Ridgely  (Brown),  Mary.  (See  Afrt.  Mary 
PtemLq  a,) 

Ridgely  (Howard),  Prudence Gough,  115, 

Ringgold  '(Wright),  Miaa,  287  (12. 

Riota,      ^See  Baltimore.) 

Ritchie,  John,  250, 

Rudds.     (See  Irtitntal  improvement*.) 

Robins,  Ju,  B,.  282  551, 

Rousby  (PI liter},  I-Jliutbeth,  35.  287  (0. 

Roy  (Mercer),  Ann,  72,  280  §10. 

Rugemer,  John  A..  283  {80. 

Rutledge*  Judge  John,  7, 

Salisbury,  fire,  247. 

"Salary  Grab"  defeated,  22&. 

St-  Johns  College  attended  by  Governor 
Martin,  105;  Governor  Grasoti,  131; 
Gov,  Frsnda  Thomau,  137, 

St.  Mary's  attended  by  Governor  Brad* 
lord,  179;  Gov.  Oden  Bowie,  193;  Gov. 
J.  L,  Carroll.  215;  Governor  McLane, 
220. 

Sehenek,  Major-general,  R.  C,  182. 

Seeession,  Governor  Lowe  and,  150,  171; 
Governor  Hicks  and,  172,  174-175; 
Maryland  legislature  and,  170;  Gover- 
nor Bradford  and,  181;  Governor  Swann 
and,  188:  Governor  McLane  and,  233. 
(Bee  OpU  War.) 

Second  War  with  England.  (See  War  of 
1819-16.) 

Sectional  antagonism  in  Maryland,  41,  43, 

Sedgewiek  (Johnson),  Dorcas,  3,  280  (1. 

Semmes,  Benedict,  282  f  50. 

Senate,  U.  S.  votes  against  seating  Gov. 

P.  F.  Thomas,  150. 
Senate  chamber  at  Annapolis  restored, 

275. 
Sena^nmfromMaryl^dtocnngres.. 

Senatorial  electoral  college  abolished,  128; 
first  primary  nominaoon  in  Maryland, 
200. 

8eweU  (Hicks),  Mary.  172;  280  §31. 

Sheriock  (Swann),  Elisabeth,  185-180, 
287|33. 

Shutt,  A.  P..  188. 

Sim  (Lee).  Christiana,  10,  280  82. 

Slavery:  difficulty  to  enforce  laws,  147; 
escaped  slaves  sided  by  Pennsylvania, 
147-148;  Gov.  T.  K.  tiarroll  and,  112; 
Got.  Geo.  Howard  and,  117;  Governor 
Grason  and,  150;  Governor  Bradford 
and,  182. 

Sloss  (Winder),  Mary.  80,  287  f  14. 

Smalrwood,  Bayne.  20,  280  14. 

Smaixwooo,  William,  afceJc*.  20-25  (mil- 
itary fame,  20;  parentage,  20;  early 
years  and  education.  21  •  in  French  and 
Indian  wars,  21:  under  Washington,  21; 
characteristics,  21-22;  services  in  1770- 
77,  22;  disputes  with  fellow-officers,  23; 
major-general,  23;  displeases  Washing- 
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ton.  24;  elected  governor,  24;  adminis- 
tration, 2 4- 25;  death,  25;  monument, 
25.)  Mentioned,  27.  30;  military  can- 
didate, 44s  Governor  Winder  and.  77; 
281  110,  ill.  *12;  284  |4;  286  |4+ 

Smith,  Charlotte  Whittington,  262, 

8mith+  John  E  .  283  (78, 

Smith,  John  Walter,  father  of  Governor 
Smith,  202.  286  |44. 

Smith,  John  Waiter,  *kttckk  261-267  (bus- 
iness mean  261;  early  years,  262; 
marriage.  263;  first  candidacy.  264;  in 
legislature,  264.  defeated  for  Untied 
Stare*  senate,  264;  elected  to  confess, 
264-265;  governor,  20o;  adniiniatra- 
lion,  265-266;  elected  United  States  sen- 
ator, 267),  Defeat*  Governor  Lowndes, 
269;  defeat!  Governor  Warfiold  for 
nomination,  273;  in  itate  senate,  277- 
278;  283  186,  285  §47.  286  444. 

South  Carolina  and  nulli h>al ion,  118. 

Spanish- American  War,  239. 

"Spot la"  system,  President  Jackson  and* 
106.  221, 

SpriRK.  Joseph,  91,  286  §17, 

Spring  (Howie),  Margaret,  58,  286  |ll. 

Sprigg,  O&boru,  92. 

Bern 00.  Samuel  .tkticK  9 l~G4  (accomplish- 
ments of,  91;  birth  and  youth,  91-92; 
qualifi  cations  for  leadership,  92-93; 
home  life.  S3;  governor,  93;  reelected,  03; 
Potomac  Company  and*  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  94;  death, 
94).  Mentioned,  96.;  282)48,1  49,  $50; 
284  £19;  286  117. 

Sprig*  iMercer).  Sophia,  53:  286  ilQ. 

gtapWorte  (Lloyd j,  Mary  Elisabeth,  240, 
2S7  440, 

Stapleforte,  Virginia  A.,  240, 

Staplefarte,  Wm.  T.,  240, 

State  government  in  Maryland  during 
Civil  War,  178-179. 

State  right*.  Governor  Veasey  and,  129, 

State  senators,  first  election  oy  popular 
vote,  128;  how  elected  prior  to  1S38« 
126-127. 

Steele.  John  Nevitt,  133.  282  167. 

Steuben,  Baron  von  Fredericn  and  Gover- 
nor Smallwood.  24. 

Stevens,  John,  95,  286  418. 

Stbvknb,  Samuel,  Jr.,  sketch, 96-98  (birth. 
95 ;|  education,  96;  marriage,  96;  elected 
governor,  96;  Potomac  Company  and 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 
96-97;  enfranchisement  of  Jews,  97; 
death.  98).  282  §51,  §52,  (53;  284 120; 
286  §18. 

Stevenson,  Dr.  Henry,  111. 

Stevenson   (Carroll),  Julianna,  111;   287 

Stflley  (Ogle).  Rebecca.  50.  287  (9. 

Stone,  David,  37.  286  §7. 

Stone.  John  Hoskins,  sketch,  36-40  (birth, 
36;  education,  37;  early  public  career, 
37;  military  services,  37;  wounded  at 
German  town,  37;  retirement,  38;  gov- 
ernor's council,  38;  elected  governor,  38; 
administration.  38-40;  Washington  and, 


39-40:  marriage,  40;  death,  40).  281 
|21, 122, 1237284  §8;  286  |7. 

Stone,  Wm.,  appointed  governor  of  Mary- 
land, 37. 

Stonyhurst  College  attended  by  Governor 
Lowe,  159. 

Strike  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio  employees, 
213-214;  217-219;  Frostburg  strike, 
252. 

Sulivane  (Graaon),  Susan  Orrick,  131, 
287  125. 

Susquehanna  Railway,  122. 

Swann.  James,  283  f  86. 

Swann,  Thos.,  father  of  Governor  Swann, 
185,  286  833. 

Swann,  Thomas,  $ketch,  184-191  (accom- 
plishments of,  184-185:  birth  and  early 
training.  185:  first  official  position,  185; 
marriage  and  home  life,  185-186;  presi- 
dent 01  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  186;  mayor 
of  Baltimore.  186-188;  connection  with 
know-nothing  party,  187-188;  seces- 
sion and,  188;  elected  governor,  189; 
restores  vote  to  democrats,  189;  con- 
flict with  Baltimore  police  commis- 
sioners, 189-190;  elected  United  States 
senator,  190;  declined  senatorahip,  190: 
elected  to  congress,  190-191;  second 
marriage,  191;  death,  191).  United 
States  senatorahip  and.  156;  Governor 
Ligon  and,  168-169:  appoints  Governor 
Whyte  to  United  States  senate,  201; 
defeated  by  Governor  Hamilton,  225* 
282  |75;  285  J36.  286  §33. 

Tarlcton,  Major  Bantutre,  at  Cowpens,28. 

Tasker,  Bcnj..  265;  colonial  governor,  47. 

Tasker  {Ogle;.  Ann.  2&6  J9. 

Tai  convention,  Governor  Brown  "a,  253- 
254+ 

Tayloe  (Lloyd),  Elizabeth,  286  #13* 

Taylor,  President  Zachary,  233. 

Thomas.  Francis,  father  of  Gov,  Francis 
Thomas,  136.  286  fl26. 

Thomas,  Francis,  ifctfcA,  136-143  aeader 
of  revoking  senatorial  electors,  136. 13S; 
birth  and  education,  136-137;  in  legis- 
lature, 137;  congressional  career,  137- 
138.  142;  elected  governor.  13&-139; 
unhappy  marriage  and  separation,  139- 
140;  prints  pamphlet  attacking  wife, 
141;  administration,  140-141;  constitu- 
tion of  1851  and.  142;  constitution  of 
1864  and,  143-  minister  to  Peru,  143; 
accidental  death,  143).  Revolt  *>f 
OLorious  19."  127-128:  repudiation 
and,  146;  opposes  Confederacy,  159; 
rai;Mjn  union  regiment,  171;  defeated  for 
congress,  224.  2H2  $68.  2*4  129,  286  |26. 

Thomas,  James,  a&rfrA,  1 19-123  (ancestry, 
J19;  education,  320;  marriage,  120; 
War  of  1812-15  and,  120;  in  politic*, 
120;  elected  governor,  121;  administra- 
tion, 121;  ctnii  war  between  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  and  Chesapeake  and  Ohio, 
121-122,  Bank  of  Maryland  failure  and. 
122-123;  death,  123).  282  ,61,  JG2.  |63; 
284  ,26;  286  |23. 
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Thomas,  Philip  Francis,  iketeh,  150-157 
(youth,  151;  takes  up  democratic  stand- 
ard, 151-152;  defeated  for  office,  152; 
elected  to  legislature,  152;  elected  to 
congress,  152-153;  congressional  record. 
153;  declines  renomi nation,  153;  elected 
governor,  154;  administration.  154; 
state  comptroller,  154;  member  of  Presi- 
dent Buchanan's  oabinet,  155;  seces- 
sion and.  156-157;  elected  United  States 
senator,  150;  not  admitted  to  senate, 
156;  returned  to  congress,  156-157: 
marriage,  157;  death,  157).  Defeated 
for  United  States  senate.  211;  sympathy 
with  south,  159:  against  reducing  taxes, 
161;  282J70,  284J31,  286  §28. 

Thomas  (Whyte),  Mrs.  Raleigh,  205-206, 
287  §35. 

Thomas,  Dr.  Tristram,  151.  286  f  28. 

Thomas,  William,  119, 286  §23. 

Thompson  (Hicks).  Anna,  177,  287  131. 

Thompson  (Swann),  Mrs.  John  R..  191. 
287  §33. 

Thompson  (Carroll).  Mary  Carter,  219, 
287  §37. 

TUghman  (Ooldsborough),  Anna  Maria, 
87,  286  |16. 

Tllghman,  Frisby,  282  §47. 

Tllghman,  Matthew,  4;  candidate  for  gov- 
ernor, 5;   281   II. 

Tldmarsh  (Wright).  Mary,  286  §12. 

Tilden,  Saml.  X.  loses  presidency,  203. 

Tome,  Jacob,  202,  282  §77. 

Trenton,  battle  of,  22. 

Trippe  (Ooldsborough),  Mary  E.,  87. 

Tuberculosis,  campaign  against,  266. 

Tyler,  Wm.,  282  |54. 

Union  party,  in  Maryland,  188-189;  be- 
comes radical,  189. 

United  States  census  frauds  In  Maryland, 
265. 

United  States  military  academy  attended 
by  Governor  McLane,  229. 

University  of  Maryland  and  Governor 
Crothers,  277. 

University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Governor 
Lowndes,  256;  Gov.  T.  K.  Carroll,  110; 
Governor  Paoa,  15;  Governor  Golds- 
borough,  87. 

University  of  Virginia  and  Governor 
Iigpn,  166;  Governor  Swann,  185. 

Urquhart,  David,  229. 

Urquhart  (MoLane),  Georglne,  229, 
287  139. 

Utah,  Gov.  P.  F.  Thomas  offered  gover- 
norship of,  155. 

Valiant,  Thos.,  190. 

Vannort,  Wm.  J..  251.  283  §84. 

Veasey,   Edward,    colonial   high   sheriff, 

125.  286  §24. 
Veasey,  John.  125. 

Veasey  (Veasey),  Mary,  129,  287  f 24. 
Veasey,  Parker,  250. 
Vbasbt,  Thomas  Ward,  •kttch,  124-129 

(ancestry,  125;  elected  to  house  of  dele- 


gates, 125;  in  -War  of  1812-15,  125: 
elected  governor,  126;  favors  internal 
improvements,  126;  revolt  of  senatorial 
electors  and,  125;  defeats  revolters. 
127-128;  reform  act  and.  128;  reelected 
governor,  126;  home  life,  128-129). 
Reform  act  and,  126:  last  whig  gover- 
nor, 123;  282  |64,  |65,  f 66,  284  |27. 
286  §24. 

Viekers.  Geo.,  156. 

Vinoendiere  (Lowe),  Adelaide,  159,  286 
|29. 

Virginia  legislature  entertains  Governor 
Lowe,  162;  four  Maryland  governors 
from,  184;  dispute  with  Maryland  over 
oyster  beds,  196:  boundary  dispute 
with  Maryland.  203. 

Von  Home,  Cornelia  (Lansdale),  73. 

Wallace  (Kent),  Eleanor  Lee,  103,  287 
|19. 

Wallace  (Veasey).  Mary,  129,  287  f 24. 

WaUis,  S.  Teackle,  contests  Gwinn's  elec- 
tion, 210-211. 

Walsh,  Wm.,  257. 

War  of  1812-15,  78-80;  petition  against, 
56;  misconception  concerning,  75:  causes 
of,  60;  opposed  by  federalists,  61;  fav- 
ored by  republicans.  61;  preparation  for. 
68:  effect  of  abroad,  81;  Maryland  and 
debt  of,  84;  Gov.  James  Thomas  and, 
120;  Governor  Veasey  and,  125;  Gover- 
nor Bowie  and,  61-62. 

Ward,  Josephine,  191. 

Warfield,  Albert  G.,  269.  286 145. 

Warttbld,  Edwin,  iketch,  268-275  (ances- 
try, 268-269;  education  and  early  years, 
260-270;  school  teacher,  269-270;  reg- 
ister of  wills.  270-271;  state  senator. 
271-272;  banker  and  publisher,  271; 
surveyor  of  port  of  Baltimore,  271- 
272;  marriage.  273:  Fidelity  and  Deposit 
Company  and,  272-273;  elected  gover- 
nor, 273;  opposes  Poe  amendment,  274; 
administration,  273-275;  candidate  for 
United  States  senate,  275).  Candidate 
for  president  of  state  senate,  238;  re- 
tires in  favor  of  Gov.  Hy.  Lloyd,  238: 
appoints  Governor  Whyte  to  United 
States  senate,  206:  appoints  Governor 
Crothers  judge,  278:  succeeds  Governor 
Jackson,  244;  president  of  state  senate, 
244:  283  §87.  285  148,  286  f  45. 

Washington  City,  Maryland  grants  land 
for,  30;  occupied  by  British,  31;  79: 
locating  national  capital,  35;  Maryland 
lends  funds  for  buildings.  39. 

Washington  College  attended  by  Gover- 
nor Veasey,  1251  Governor  Wright,  66; 
Governor  Lowndes,  256. 

Washington,  George,  nominated  as  com- 
mander-in-chief by  Governor  Johnson, 
4;  offers  Governor  Johnson  judgeship,  7; 
invites  Governor  Johnson  to  become 
secretary  of  state,  7;  appeals  to  Gover- 
nor Lee  for  assistance,  11:  letters  to 
Governor  Lee,  11,  12;  praises  Small- 
wood's  troops,  22;  Maryland  votes  for 
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30;  invito  Gov,  J,  E.  Howard  to  swept 
portfolio  of  war.  30:  why  elected  presi- 
dent. 20;  order*  Small  wood  to  cover  re- 
treat, 22;  displeased  with  Small  wood. 
24;  appcaja  to  Maryland  for  aid  in 
building  capital.  30;  Maryland  I epa la- 
in rp  expresses  confidence,  Lj3+  20— 40- 
attacked  by  political  enemies,  39^40; 
letters  to  Governor  Johnson  destroyed, 
8;  orders  Geo.  Chaa,  Lee  courttnartialed, 
SBf  declines  third  term,  44;  effect  of 
death  on  federal  party,  47-48;  influence 
in  Maryland  for  rati  nation  of  United 
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Howard,  28;  Governor  Small  wood  and. 
21;  Governor  Stone  and,  37. 

Whittington  (Smith).  Charlotte,  202.  286 


rati 


WThittington,  William,  262. 

Whtti,  William  Pinfcney,  s*efcA,  198-206; 
(ancestry,  109;  early  career,  199;  elected 
to  legislature,  200;  contents  election  of 
Hams,  200-201;  declined  by  Union 
Army  as  unfit.  201;  appointed  United 
State*  senator,  201:  Andrew  Johnson 
and  ,201  -202;  elected  governor,  202;  re- 
ftifcnatri  become  United  States  senator, 
202-203;  senatorial  career.  203-204;  de- 
feated by  Senator  Gorman,  204;  roayor 
of  Baltimore,  204-205;  marriage.  205- 
206;  tiiird  term  in  United  States  aenste, 
206;  death,  206,}  Resigns  as  governor. 
210,  235;  in  United  States  senate,  211; 


succeeded  by  Governor  Smith.  267; 
282  177.  2S5  $38,  286  1,35. 

Wilcou  (Hicks).  Mrs.  Mary,  177,  287  |3S. 

William  and  Mary  College  attended  by 
Governor  Plater,  33;  by  Governor  Mer- 
cer, 52. 

Williams,  Henry,  247, 

Williams,  S.  A..  273.  283  |87, 

Wilson,  EpJiraim  E,.  157. 

Wilson,  Ephraim  King,  110;  guardian  of 
Governor  Smith.  262;  elected  to  United 
States  senate.  264;  death  of.  264. 

Wikdeh,  Levin,  tkelth,  75-80  (struggle  be- 
tween federalists  and  republicans,  75- 
76;  succeeds  Bowie*  76;  birth  and  youth, 
76;  Revolution  and.  76-77;  planter,  77; 
in  legislature.  77;  speaker  of  house.  77; 
elected  governor.  78;  administration,  78- 
80,  battle  of  North  Point  and  Fort  Mc- 
Henry.  79-80;  prominenceas  Mason.  80; 
home  life,  80;  death,  80).  Speaker  of 
house  of  delegates ,  73;  a  federalist.  62; 
defeats  Gov.  Robt.  Bowie,  63;  admin- 
istration, 81,  281  |21;  282  f4i,  §42, 
443;  284  116;  286  414. 

Winder.  William,  76;  268  }H. 

Worrell  {Veasey),  Sarah.  129r  287  f  24- 

Wright.  Robert  iketch,  64HB0  (charac- 
teristics, 65;  birth  and  schooling.  66: 
yoina  army,  66;  duel  with  Edward 
Lloyd,  66;  marriage,  67;  in  legislature. 
67;   United  States  senator,  67;  elected 

fovernor.  67;  in  congress,  87-68;  Thomas 
eUcrson  and,  68;  resigns  as  governor, 
68;  returned  to  congress,  6°;  marriage, 
69;  deatht  69 .)  Resigns  as  governor, 
236;  daughter  marries  Gov,  P.  F. 
Thomas,  167,  281  134.  |36;  282  436 
284(13;  286  |I2 
Wright,  Solomon,  65,  66,  287  fl2. 

Yale  University  attended  by  Governor 

Licon.160. 
Young,  James,  190. 


)oiC|  » 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


V    "W^J 


i 


:ed  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MINUTES 


OF 


THE  COUNCIL 


OF  THE 


DELAWARE  STATE, 

FROM    I776  TO    1792. 


PUBLISHED    BY   AUTHORITY    OF    THE 
GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 


1886: 

JAMES  KIRK  &  SON,  PRINTERS, 
DOVER,  DELAWARE. 

% 


Digitized  by  VLjOOQj tC 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PREFACE. 


At  the  biennial  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Delaware,  convened  and  held  at  Dover  on  the  sixth  day  of 
January,  A.  D.  1885,  being  the  first  Tuesday  of  January  in  the 
aforesaid  year,  the  following  Joint  Resolution  was  duly  adopted, 
viz  : 

Joint  Resolution  in  relation  to  certain  Books  in  the  Library. 

Whereas  there  are  now  in  the  State  Library  of  this  State 
three  volumes  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  this  State,  in 
manuscript,  showing  proceedings  of  said  council  from  the  year 
A.  D.  1776  to  the  year  1792  inclusive ;  and  whereas  said  volumes 
contain  much  valuable  information  which  should  be  preserved, 
and  are  of  much  value  to  the  State,  and  age  has  already  rendered 
much  of  the  writing  imperfect ;  therefore 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Delaware  in  General  Assembly  met,  That  a  com- 
mittee o(  two  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  and  three  on  the  part  of 
the  House  be  appointed  to  have  said  volumes  printed  properly 
for  the  use  of  this  State. 
Adopted  at  Dover,  April  1,  1885. 
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named  members  of  the  respective  houses  were  appointed  as  the 
members  of  the  Joint  Committee  therein  provided  for,  viz  : 

Hon.  Wilson  T.  Cavender, 
Hon.  Hugh  Martin, 

On  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Hon.  Jacob  H.  Adams, 
Hon.  C.  Gundy  Brown, 
Hon.  Enoch  Moore, 

On  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  said  committee,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  the  said  joint  resolution,  met  in  the  State  Library,  at  Dover, 
on  Thursday,  September  3d,  1885. 

Present  —  Senators  Cavender  and  Martin  ;  Representatives 
Brown  and  Moore.     Mr.  Adams,  of  the  House,  being  absent 

The  committee  proceeded  to  organize. 

On  motion  of  Senator  Cavender,  Senator  Martin  was  elected 
Chairman. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  Samuel  D.  Truitt,  State  Librarian, 
was  elected  Secretary. 

The  Chairman  was  authorized  to  have  the  manuscript  copy  of 
the  Minutes  of  the  Council  properly  transcribed  and  arranged, 
preparatory  to  having  the  same  printed,  the  compensation  for 
the  work  to  be  fixed  by  the  committee. 
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Chairman. 

On  Monday,  March  29th,  1886,  the  committee  reassembled  at 
the  call  of  the  Chairman.  Present,  all  the  members  except  Mr. 
Adams,  of  the  House. 

The  transcript  directed  to  be  made  at  the  last  meeting  was 
presented  and  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  it  was  ordered  that  150  copies  of  the 
Minutes  of  the  Council  be  printed  and  bound. 

Senator  Cavender  offered  a  resolution,  which,  on  his  motion, 
was  read,  as  follows  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  be  authorized  to  advertise,  for 
three  issues,  in  one  newspaper  of  each  county  of  the  State,  for 
sealed  proposals  for  printing,  binding  and  delivering  one  hundred 
and  fifty  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  the  State  of 
Delaware,  from  1776  to  1792.  Said  minutes  to  be  printed  on 
fifty  pound  paper,  and  in  accordance  with  Section  4  of  Chapter 
4  of  the  Revised  Code,  and  to  be  bound  in  law  sheep.  Bids  to 
be  received  up  to  Wednesday,  April  21st,  next,  the  Committee 
reserving  the  right  to  reject  any  and  all  bids. 

And,  on  his  further  motion,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  committee  then  adjourned  until  Wednesday,  April  7th, 
next 

On  Wednesday,  April  7th,  the  Committee  reassembled  accord- 
ing to  adjournment 
Present,  all  the  members  except  Senator  Cavender. 
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for  transcribing  minutes. 

Adjourned  subject  to  call  of  Chairman. 

On  Wednesday,  April  21st,  the  committee  met.     Present,  all 
the  members  except  Senator  Cavender. 

The  committee  received  the  proposals  for  printing  and  binding 
the  Minutes  of  the  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  the  contract  was  awarded  to  James 
Kirk  &  Son,  at  88  cents  per  page. 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned. 

SAMUEL. D.  TRUITT, 

Secretary. 
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MINUTKS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


NEW-CASTLE-ON-DELAWARE, 

Monday,  October  28th,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Leg- 
islature for  the  Delaware  State,  it  appears,  by  the  returns  of  tne 
Sheriffs  and  Inspectors  of  the  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  and 
Sussex,  that  on  the  21st  day  of  October,  instant,  at  the  usual 
places  of  election  for  the  said  counties,  the  following  gentlemen 
were  chosen  members  thereof,  with  the  number  of  votes  annexed 
and  following  each  name,  to  wit : 

FOR  NEW  CASTLE  COUNTY. 

George  Read,  with  280  votes. 
Nicholas  Vandyke,  with  246  votes. 
Richard  Cantwell,  with  244  votes. 

FOR  KENT  COUNTY. 

Thomas  Collins,  with  645  votes. 
James  Sykes,  with  642  votes. 
Richard  Bassett,  with  639  votes. 

FOR  SUSSEX  COUNTY. 

John  Wiltbank,  with  542  votes. 
William  Polk,  with  541  votes. 
Daniel  Dingee,  with  541  votes. 

And  the  names  being  called  over,  they  all  appeared  except 
Richard  Cantwell,  Esq. 

Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

2 
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Tuesday,  P.  M.,  October  29th,  1776. 

Council  met  Present  all  the  members,  who  proceeded  to 
the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  when  George  Read  was  unanimously 
chosen. 

The  Speaker  in  the  Chair,  Mr.  Slator  Clay  was  appointed 
Clerk  and  Robert  Booth  Doorkeeper. 

Then  the  Speaker  in  the  Chair,  and  afterwards  all  the  mem- 
bers, took  and  subscribed  the  oath,  etc.,  and  the  declaration 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution  or  system  of  government  formed 
by  the  late  Convention  for  this  State.* 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  a  quorum  of  this  Council  shall  consist  of  five 
members,  including  the  Speaker. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bassett  and  Vandyke  be  a  committee 

*The  oath,  &c,  here  mentioned  is  given  in  a  subjoined  "  Qualification  Book," 
with  the  signatures  of  the  members  appended  thereto,  and  is  as  follows : 

I  [A.  B.l  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Delaware  State,  submit  to  its  Consti- 
tution and  Laws,  and  do  no  act,  wittingly,  whereby  the  freedom  thereof  may  be 
prejudiced. 

I  [A.  B.]  do  profess  faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  Jesus  Christ  his  only  Son, 
and  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  one  God,  blessed  for  evermore ;  and  I  do  acknowledge 
the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  to  be  given  by  Divine  In- 
spiration. 

GEO.  READ,  Speaker. 

NICH'S  VANDYKE. 

R'D  CANTWELL. 

THOS.  COLLINS. 

JAMES  SYKES. 

RICHARD  BASSETT. 

JOHN  WILTBANK. 

WM.  POLK. 

DAN.  DINGEE. 
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Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  October  30th,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Slator  Clay  attended  and  took  and  subscribed  a  qualification 
for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  office  of  Clerk  of  this  Council, 
and  that  he  will  not  disclose  or  reveal  the  secrets  thereof* 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  a  set  of  Rules  for  conduct- 
ing the  business  of  this  Council  brought  in  their  report,  which,  by 
order,  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  follows  in  these  words,  to  wit: 

RULES  TO  BE  OBSERVED  BY  MEMBERS  OF  COUN- 
CIL DURING  THE  SITTING  THEREOF. 

1.  That  all  members  of  Council  shall  appear  at  the  calling 
over  their  respective  names  at  every  adjournment. 

2.  That  no  member  of  Council  shall  be  allowed  to  speak  to 
any  one  matter  or  thing  above  three  times,  without  license  from 
the  Speaker  first  had  and  obtained,  and  that  no  member  pre- 
sume to  speak  in  the  House  sitting,  but  direct  his  discourse  to 
the  Speaker  standing. 

3.  That  no  member  of  Council  shall  presume  to  speak  or  in- 
terrupt any  other  member  whilst  he  is  speaking. 


*The  oath  here  mentioned  is  given  in  the  "  Book  of  Qualifications,"  as  follows : 

I,  Slator  Clay,  do  swear  that  I  will  faithfully,  according  to  the  best  of  my  abil- 
ities, perform  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Council  of  the  Delaware  State,  and  that  I 
will  not  disclose  or  reveal  the  secrets  thereof. 

SLATOR  CLAY. 
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without  leave  first  had  and  obtained. 

5.  That  where  any  question  is  put  in  Council  that  may  cause 
a  debate,  the  names  of  the  members  who  are  for  the  affirmative, 
and  also  those  who  are  for  the  negative,  be  set  down  at  large  on 
the  minutes,  being  first  moved  for  by  one  or  more  of  the  mem- 
bers thereof. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  addressed  from  the  Hon-  * 
orable  John  Hancock,   Esq.,   President  of  Congress,   inclosing 
sundry  resolutions  respecting  the  augmentation  and  reenlistment 
of  the  Continental  army  during  the  war,  which  were  read  and 
laid  on  the  table  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

A  committee  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  were  admitted  and  delivered  the  following  verbal  message, 
to  wit : 

That  the  House  of  Assembly  requested  the  Council  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  their  House  on  the 
subject  matter  of  making  a  Great  Seal  for  this  State,  and  with- 
drew. 

The  Council,  taking  the  same  into  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Sykes  and  Vandyke  be  appointed  a 
committee  from  this  House  to  confer  with  tne  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  of  forming  a  device  and 
making  a  Great  Seal  for  this  State. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
inform  them  of  the  said  appointment 
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of  the  same  appointment 

The  Council  entered  upon  the  consideration  of  the  letter  from 
the  President  of  Congress  and  the  resolutions  inclosed  therewith, 
and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  following  message  be  transcribed,  signed 
by  the  Speaker,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  that  is  to 
say : 

Gentlemen: 

A  letter  from  the  Honorable  Mr.  Hancock,  as  President  of 
the  Congress,  inclosing  sundry  resolutions  of  that  body  respect- 
ing the  augmentation  and  reenlistment  of  the  Continental  army 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  being  laid  before  us,  we  think 
h  our  duty  to  give  you  this  immediate  information  thereof,  send- 
ing herewith  the  letter  and  its  inclosures,  and  as  this  business  is 
of  the  greatest  importance,  we  wish  that  it  might  be  proceeded 
upon  in  the  most  effectual  and  expeditious  way,  and  therefore 
propose  to  your  honorable  House  the  appointment  of  committees 
by  both  houses  to  confer  upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  letter 
and  resolutions  of  Congress,  who  may  severally  report  upon  this 
business. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
this  message  and  the  President's  letter  with  its  inclosures. 

A  committee  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  were 
admitted  and  delivered  the  following  verbal  message,  that  is  to 
say: 

That  Messrs.  McKean,  Cook  and  Robinson  were  appointed  a 
committee  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  confer  with  the  com- 
mittee of  Council  on  the  forming  a  device  and  making  a  Great 
Seal  for  this  State,  and  that  they  were  then  ready  to  attend  the 
conference. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  October  31st,  1776. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Collins  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly and  delivered  the  message  aforesaid,  with  the  President 
of  Congress's  letter  and  its  inclosures,  according  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  a  written  message  from  that  House, 
as  follows,  to  wit  : 

* '  Gentlemen : 

"This  house  has  taken  into  consideration  your  message  relating 
1 '  to  the  inlistment  of  a  Battalion  in  this  State  to  continue  in  the 
' '  service  of  the  United  States  of  America  during  the  present 
"  war,  together  with  the  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Congress 
11  and  its  inclosures,  and  thereupon  appointed  Messrs.  Robinson, 
"  Ridgely  and  McKean  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee 
11  of  your  honorable  House  on  the  subject  matter  thereof,  at  such 
"  time  and  place  as  your  House  shall  appoint." 

And  the  same  being  taken  into  consideration, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Sykes,  Vandyke  and  Collins  be  a  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  the  committee  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  message  aforesaid,  to  meet 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Anderson  this  afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  inform  them  of  this  appointment. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  November  ist,  1776. 

Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly,  according  to  order,  and  informed  them  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  committee  of  Council  as  aforesaid. 

Some  of  the  members  desiring  leave  to  attend  committees, 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


-»  Saturday,  November  2d,  1776. 

Council  met. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  raising  of  a  Battalion  from 
this  State  to  serve  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  of  America 
daring  the  present  war,  upon  the  terms  mentioned  in  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  made  their  report,  which,  by  order,  was  read 
the  first  time. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  of  that 
House  upon  the  report  of  their  committee  respecting  the  raising 
of  the  battalion  aforesaid  to  serve  during  the  present  war,  for  the 
approbation  and  concurrence  of  the  Council,  which,  by  order, 
was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion, 

Bv  special  order,  as  well  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Council 
as  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  aforesaid,  were  read 
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sideration  of  the  same  was  deferred  till  the  afternoon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  As- 
sembly on  the  subject  matter  of  forming  a  device  and  making  a 
Great  Seal  for  this  State,  brought  in  their  report,  which,  by 
order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  application  of  Mr.  Collins  for  leave  of  absence  till  Monday 
afternoon,  the  same  was  granted. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met     Present  all  the  members  except  Mr.  Collins. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that 
House  upon  the  report  of  the  committees  of  conference  respect- 
ing the  forming  of  a  device  and  making  a  Great  Seal  for  this 
State,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion, 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

1  'Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  member  from  each  House 
"be  appointed  to  procure,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  silver  seal  of 
"the  diameter  of  three  inches  and  of  a  circular  form,  and  that 
"there  be  engraven  "Britannia"  on  the  right  side  thereof,  and 
"on  the  left,  opposite  to  her,  "Liberty,"  (in  the  usual  shapes) 
"with  a  label  proceeding  from  Britannia  to  Liberty  in  these 
"words  :  "  Go  to  America  ;"  and  that  there  be  engraven  on  the 
"top,  the  shape  of  a  book,  having  these  words  therein:  "The 
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'  words  tnerem  :  ••  ine  System  oi  Government ;"  ana  tnat  mere 
"shall  be  an  inscription  round  the  same,  near  the  edge  or  ex- 
"tremity  thereof,   in  the  words  following,   in  capital  letters '. 

"'THE  GREAT  SEAL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE,' 

"  with  the  figures  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  Mr.  McKean  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
"  House  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned." 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Sykes  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Council  for  the  carrying  the  resolution  aforesaid  into  execution. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly, 
with  the  concurrence  of  Council  to  their  resolution,  and  inform 
that  House  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Sykes  to  join  with  Mr. 
McKean  in  procuring  the  Great  Seal  for  this  State. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  raising  a  battalion  from  this 
State  to  serve  during  the  war  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein  it  was  deferred  till  Monday 
next 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  November  4th,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs.  Cant- 
well  and  Collins. 

Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly,  according  to  order,  and  informed  them  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Sykes  to  join  Mr.  McKean  in  procuring  a  Great 
Seal  for  this  State. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  raising  a  battalion  from  this 
State  to  serve  during  the  war  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
and  divers  amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  same 
were  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sykes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  resolutions,  and  amendments  proposed  by  this  House, 
for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  November  5th,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Cantwell 
and  Mr.  Collins. 

Mr.  Sykes  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, according  to  order,  with  their  resolutions  respecting  the 
raising  a  battalion  from  this  State,  and  the  amendments  thereto 
proposed  by  this  House  for  Jheir  consideration  and  concurrence. 
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was  admitted  and  returned  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Council  to  resolutions  respecting  the  raising  a  battalion  from  this 
State,  to  all  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly  agreed  except  those 
in  the  4th  resolution,  to  which  that  House  proposed  further 
amendments,  and  the  same  being  taken  into  consideration  were 
acceded  to  by  the  Council. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Vandyke  was  ordered  to  wait  on  the  House 
of  Assembly  with  the  concurrence  of  Council  to  the  said  resolu- 
tions, which  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  one  battalion  be  enlisted  from  this  State 
44  to  serve  during  the  present  war,  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of 
41  Congress  of  the  16th  of  September  last. 

"2.  That  a  member  be  appointed  by  each  House  to  repair 
41  forthwith  to  the  camps  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  and  in- 
"  quire  into  the  condition  of  the  battalions  there  under  the  com- 
14  mand  of  the  Cols.  Hazlet  and  Patterson,  and  obtain  a  list  of 
"  such  officers  in  Col.  Hazlet*  s  Battalion  as  are  willing  to  continue 
"  in  the  service  during  the  present  war  on  the  terms  proposed  by 
"Congress ;  and  also  a  list  of  such  officers  in  Col.  Patterson's 
"Battalion  as  may  be  desirous  of  supplying  vacancies,  if  any 
"such  shall  be. 

4 '3.  That  the  said  two  commissioners  be  instructed  to  consult 
44  and  advise  with  General  Washington  respecting  the  promotion 
44  and  appointments  of  officers  in  the  battalion  to  be  enlisted  as 
4 'aforesaid. 

44  4.  That  the  said  commissioners  be  furnished  with  blank 
4 'commissions  from  Congress,  and  that  they,  having  the  appro- 
"bation  of  General  Washington,  may  fill  up  the  same  with  the 
"names  of  such  officers  as  choose  to  continue  in  the  service, 
"giving  preference  to  the  officers  in  Col.  Hazlet* s  Battalion  of 
"regulars,  deficiencies  to  be  made  up  out  of  the  list  of  officers 
4 'belonging  to  Col.  Patterson's  Battalion. 

"5.  That  the  commissioners  take  the  most  speedy  and  ef- 
"fectual  measures  to  procure  the  enlistment  of  such  non-com- 
"  missioned  officers  and  privates  in  the  two  battalions  aforesaid 
41  as  may  be  willing*  to  engage  in  the  service  during  the  war  on 
"the  terms  proposed  by  Congress. 
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'belonging  to  the  said  battalions,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
' '  General  Assembly  as  soon  as  possible. 

1 '  On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  Col.  Samuel  West  be  appointed  on  the  part 
"  of  this  House  a  commissioner  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.' ' 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  November  6th,  1776. 

Council  met 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  orders  and  resolu- 
tion following,  to  wit : 

1 '  On  motion, 

"  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Lockwood  and  Mr. 
"  Bradley  be  a  committee  to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
"Military  Treasurers  of  the  several  counties  in  this  State,  and 
"report  the  same  to  this  House. 

"On  motion, 

"Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Thompson,  Lockwood  and  Bradley 
"  be  a  committee  to  adjust  and  settle  the  pay  and  accounts  of  the 
"officers  appointed  in  the  [satd]  Third  Battalion  proposed  to 
"  have  been  raised  in  this  State  by  the  late  convention  thereof. 

"Resolved,  That  the  accounts  of  the  signers  of  the  last  emis- 
*  *  sion  of  paper  currency,  and  of  those  persons  who  attended  the 
"press,  etc.,  be  referred  for  adjustment  to  the  above  mentioned 
"committee. 
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4 '  of  the  above  orders  and  resolution  and  propose  to  them  the  ap- 
"pointment  of  a  committee  of  Council  to  join  with  the  committee 
"of  this  House  in  the  business  aforesaid,  if  they  think  proper." 

And  the  same  being  read  and  considered  were  concurred  in, 
and  thereupon  Messrs.  Sykes  and  Dingee  were  appointed  to  join 
the  committee  named  by  the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  settle- 
ments of  the  several  accounts  aforesaid,  and  that  they  report  the 
same  to  this  House. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  one  of  their 
members  to  repair  to  the  camps  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  yesterday,  when  Lieut. -Col.  Col- 
lins was  unanimously  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  a  copy  of  the  appointment  of  Col.  Collins  aforesaid,  and 
also  with  the  concurrence  of  Council  to  the  foregoing  resolution 
and  orders  of  the  House  of  AsseYnbly. 

Mr.  Wiltbank  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  committee  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  were  admitted,  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled 

4 'An  act  to  render  certain  bills  of  credit  a  legal  tender  within 
this  State,  and  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  the  same  and 
other  bills  of  credit. 

Also,  a  "Bill  for  printing  and  emitting  fifteen  thousand  pounds 
on  bills  of  credit  of  this  State,  to  be  let  out  on  loan ;  and  for 
striking  the  further  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  in  such  bills  for 
the  use  of  this  State,  and  for  providing  a  fund  for  sinking  the 
same." 

Which,  by  order,  were  read  the  first  time. 

A  committee  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  were  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
propositions,  to  wit : 
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"On  motion, 

"Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Porter,  Clarke  and  Hill  be  a  committee 
"  to  wait  on  the  Council  and  propose  to  them  the  appointment  of 
"  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress,  by  joint  ballot  of  both 
"Houses,  as  prescribed  by  the  Constitution;  and  also  the  ap- 
' '  pointment  of  a  Council  of  Safety  for  this  State,  to  act  during  the 
"recess  of  the  Legislature." 

And  the  same  being  taken  into  consideration,  the  Council  con- 
curred in  the  first  proposition,  as  to  the  appointment  of  delegates. 
As  to  the  appointment  of  a  Council  of  Safety, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  message  be  transcribed,  signed 
by  the  Speaker,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  viz  : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  propositions  delivered  to  us  by  your  committee  respecting 
the  appointment  of  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress  by  joint 
ballot,  and  also  a  Council  of  Safety,  to  act  during  the  recess  of 
the  Legislature,  were,  taken  immediately  under  our  consideration. 
As  to  the  first,  the  Council  have  concurred ;  as  to  the  last,  to 
wit :  the  appointment  of  a  Council  of  Safety,  we  could  have 
wished  that  some  reason  had  been  assigned  in  the  proposition  to 
show  the  necessity  of  forming  such  a  power  upon  our  own  au- 
thority. We  can  conceive  a  case  that  may  justify  such  a  measure, 
to  wit :  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly  before  the 
appointment  of  a  President  and  Privy  Council  under  the  present 
Constitution.  If  this  should  be  the  intention  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  and  their  reason  for  proposing  the  appointment  of  a 
Council  of  Safety,  we  shall  think  it  our  duty  to  join  in  such  a 
provision  for  the  weal  of  the  State  in  the  recess  of  the  General 
Assembly  ;  therefore  we  wish  to  have  this  business  explained. 

Ordered  that  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
this  message. 

Mr.  Polk  returned  and  made  report  that  he  had  delivered  the 
message  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Thursday,  November  7th,  1776. 

Council  met     Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Cantwell. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  declaration  of  that 
House  of  their  intention  to  adjourn  before  the  appointment  of  a 
President  and  Privy  Council,  and  such  was  their  reason  for  pro- 
posing the  appointment  of  a  Council  of  Safety  in  the  recess  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Whereupon  the  Council  concurred  and  agreed  that  the  election 
of  Delegates  and  a  Council  of  Safety  be  had  to-morrow,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  State  House. 

On  motion, 

By  order,  the  bill  "to  render  certain  bills  of  credit  a  1 
tender  within  this  State,  and  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of 
same  and  other  bills  of  credit,' ' 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and,  after  some  debate,  the  same 
was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  bill  and  inform  them  of  the  concurrence  of  the  Council 
thereto. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Cantwell. 

Mr.  Bassett  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly and  delivered  the  bill  given  him  in  charge  in  the  forenoon, 
with  die  concurrence  of  Council  thereto,  according  to  order. 
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bly  is  now  ready  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  Delegates  from  this 
State  to  Congress,  and  also  a  Council  of  Safety,  agreeable  to  the 
proposition  concurred  in  by  both  Houses. 

The  Council  and  Assembly,  being  met  in  the  State  House, 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  joint  ballot,  which 
being  taken  and  examined,  it  appeared  that 

George  Read,  Esquire, 
John  Dickinson,  Esquire, 
and  John  Evans,  Esquire, 

were  duly  elected.  And  the  ballots  being  taken  for  persons  to 
compose  a  Council  of  Safety  during  the  .next  recess  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  the  same  being  examined,  it  appeared  that 
the  following  persons  were  duly  elected,  to  wit : 

For  New  Castle  County — James  Latimer, 

John  McKinley, 
Abram  Robinson, 
John  Lea, 
Nicholas  Vandyke. 

For  Kent  County — Caesar  Rodney, 

iames  Sykes, 
"nomas  Collins, 
{ohn  Banning, 
lichard  Bassett 

For  Sussex  County — David  Hall, 
Jacob  Moore, 
John  Wiltbank, 

John  Rodney, 
ames  Rencn. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  November  8th,  1776. 

Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  bill  '*  for  printing  and  emitting  fifteen  thousand  pounds  in 
bills  of  credit  of  this  State,  to  be  let  out  on  loan  ;  and  for  striking 
the  further  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  in  such  bills  for  the  use 
of  this  State,  and  for  providing  a  fund  for  sinking  the  same," 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  divers  amendments  were  pro- 
posed and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  CantweD  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  this 
Council  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Cantwell  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

The  resolutions  for  raising  a  battalion  in  this  State  to  serve 
during  the  war,  and  appointment  of  commissioners  to  carry  the 
same  into  execution,  being  transcribed,  were  ordered  to  be  signed 
by  the  Speaker  and  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  commissioners. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door 
with  a  verbal  message,  was  admitted  and  delivered  the  same, 
to  wit: 

That  the  House  of  Assembly  acceded  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  this  Council  to  the  bill  "for  printing  and  emitting 
;£i5,coo  in  bills  of  credit  of  this  State,  to  be  let  out  on  loan,  &c.,' 
and  requests  this  Council  to  nominate  three  persons,  in  addition 
to  those  already  named  in  the  bill,  to  be  signers  of  the  said  bills 
of  credit 

Acceded  to,  and  Mr.  Sykes,  Mr.  Wiltbank  and  Mr.  Jones  are 
appointed  as  signers. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  inform  them  of  the  above  appointments. 
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A  committee  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  were  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair 

A  bill  "for  ascertaining  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  the 
officers  and  persons  herein  mentioned  employed  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  State,  and  for  the  providing  funds  for  the  payment 
thereof.' ' 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 
On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  the  Delegates 
to  the  Congress,  as  chosen  yesterday  in  the  General  Assembly, 
expressing  the  powers  they  are  to  be  invested  with,  be  drawn  up 
and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence  ;  whicn 
being  done  at  the  table  and  transcribed,  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

In  Council,  November  8th,  1776. 

Whereas  George  Read,  John  Dickinson  and  John  Evans, 
Esquires,  have  been  chosen  by  joint  ballot  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Assembly  to  represent  the  Delaware  State  in  Continental  Con- 
gress, 

Resolved,  That  they,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby 
fully  authorized  and  empowered  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  State  to 
concert,  agjee  to,  and  execute  any  measure  which  they,  or  he, 
together  with  a  majority  of  the  Continental  Congress  shall  judge 
necessary  for  the  defense,  security,  interest^  and  welfare  of  this 
State  in  particular  and  America  in  general;  with  power  to  adjourn 
to  such  times  and  places  as  shall  appear  most  conducive  to  the 
public  safety  and  advantage. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  deliver  the  same  for  their  concurrence ;  who,  having  re- 
turned, reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same  according  to 
order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  November  9th,  1776. 

Council  met-     Present  all  the  members. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  As- 
sembly to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Military  Treasur- 
ers of  the  several  counties  in  this  State,  and  to  settle  and  adjust 
the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  officers  appointed  in  the  battalion 
ordered  to  be  raised,  by  the  late  Convention  in  September  last  in 
this  State ;  likewise  the  accounts  of  the  signers  of  the  last  emis- 
sion of  paper  currency,  and  of  those  persons  who  attended  the 
press,  &c-,  brought  in  their  report, 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for 
consideration. 

The  Council  being  informed  that  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  repair  to  the  camps  were  ready  to  proceed  as  soon  as  the 
General  Assembly  should  direct, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dingee  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
a  verbal  message  containing  the  following  quares,  to  wit : 

As  the  commissioners  appointed  to  go  to  the  camps  should  be 
famished  with  some  of  the  printed  resolutions  of  Congress  relat- 
ing to  the  reenlistment  of  the  army,  and  the  blank  commissions 
transmitted  by  the  President  of  Congress  : 

Quare.     If  the  House  of  Assembly  are  not  in  possession  of 
both? 

Quare.     If  the  commissioners  ought  not  to  have  a  sum  of 
money  voted  to  them  for  the  expenses  of  their  journey  ? 

Quare.    If  any  one  person  is  appointed  by  the   House  of 

Assembly  to  collect  aU  the  blankets,  linens  and  woolen  cloth, 

recommended  by  the  Council  of  Safety,  whose  proceedings  are 

before  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  to  carry  the  same  forward  to 

the  camps  and  there  distribute  to  suoh  as  may  want  at  first  cost? 
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fore  avoided  doing  anything  in  it  that  might  interfere  with  what 
the  House  of  Assembly  had  done ;  and  for  this  further  reason, 
that  a  grant  of  money  for  the  carrying  it  into  execution  would  be 
necessary. 

Mr.  Dingee,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  proposed  sundry  amendments  to  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Assembly 
to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Military  Treasurers,  &c. , 
to  wit : 

As  to  Col.  Collins,  nothing  allowed  for  the  transportation,  &c. , 
of  money. 

As  to  Capt.  Porter,  forty  shillings  added,  which  was  omitted 
by  mistake  of  committee. 

As  to  John  Clowes,  40s.  added. 

And  the  same  being  taken  into  consideration, 

Ordered  that  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  following  verbal  message,  to  wit : 

The  Council  having  considered  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  for  Pub- 
lic Accounts,  to  wit : 

The  taking  off  £6  14:0  from  the  allowance  made  to  Colonel 
Thos.  Collins,  for  expenses  attending  the  delivery  of  part  of  the 
bills  of  credit,  lately  signed  by  him  ;  the  addition  of  40s.  to  the 
allowance  made  to  Capt.  Alex.  Porter,  and  the  addition  of  the 
like  sum  to  Mr.  John  Clowes,  for  their  attending  the  printing  of 
the  same  bills  of  credit ;  as  to  the  two  last  amendments  the 
Council  accede  thereto. 

As  to  the  first,  they  apprehend  the  committee  have  misstated 
the  service  for  which  that  allowance  was  made.  The  Council  are 
informed  that  the  greater  part  of  the  charge  arises  for  the  car- 
riage of  the  bills  from  the  press  to  the  house  of  the  signer,  where 


Digitized  by 


Google 


allowed  therefor.  The  remaining  part  of  the  charge  to  Dover, 
it  is  urged,  was  for  that  part  of  the  moneys  belonging  to  the 
office  in  Sussex.  For  these  reasons  the  Council  are  of  the 
opinion  such  a  charge  is  just,  and  submit  it  to  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  House. 

The  Council  propose  an  alteration  in  the  sum  allowed  for  com- 
missions on  the  ^500,  in  the  first  part  of  the  report,  to  Brigadier 
McKinley,  this  sum  being  paid  under  an  order  drawn  by  him, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  New  Castle  County,  on 
CoL  Collins  in  favor  of  Lieutenant  Kamford,  Col.  Collins  being 
allowed  commissions  thereon,  £7  :  10,  the  sum  to  be  deducted. 

Mr.  Bassett  reported  that  he  waited  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  following, 
to  wit: 

"On  motion,  by  order, 

"The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  devise  the  best 
"method  of  supplying  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  with  salt,  was 
"read  the  second  time,  and,  being  debated  and  amended,  was 
"  agreed  to,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"That  they  are  of  opinion  the  most  certain  and  expeditious 
"method  of  procuring  a  speedy  supply  of  salt  would  be  to  au- 
"thorize  and  empower  some  careful  and  prudent  persons  at  the 
"  Town  of  New  Castle  to  purchase  one  or  more  cargo  or  cargoes 
"of  salt  from  on  board  vessels  bound  to  Philadelphia,  or  after 
"  their  arrival  there,  at  the  lowest  prices  for  which  the  same  can 
"be  procured,  and  to  distribute,  to  the  quantities  they  shall  buy, 
"from  time  to  time,  equally  between  the  several  counties  of  this 
"State,  and  cause  the  proportion  for  each  county  to  be  delivered 
"to  some  member  of  the  Council  of  Safety  in  such  county,  who, 
"with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  other  members  of  the  said 
"Council  residing  in  said  counties  respectively,  shall  cause  the 
"same  to  be  delivered  out  to  the  inhabitants  thereof  in  proportion 
"to  their  several  wants. 
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appouueu  iu  uuy  n  uuyiu  iu  ue  &upuucu  wiui  ;£,;*,  ^uu  lur  uuti 
"purpose,  and  that  it  should  be  retailed  out  to  the  inhabitants 
41  at  so  small  an  advance  as  would  be  only  sufficient  to  reimburse 
"the  State. 

"Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Zachariah  V.  Lenvineton  and  Joseph 
"Tatlow,  of  the  Town  of  New  Castle,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
"appointed  commissioners  to  carry  the  foregoing  resolutions  into 
"execution  ;  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  borrow,  from  any 
1  *  person  or  persons  who  will  lend  the  same  on  the  credit  of  this 
"State,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  not  exceeding  ^2,500,  to  be 
"repaid,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  in  three  months. 

"Resolved,  That  certificates,  signed  by  the  said  commissioners, 
1 '  expressing  therein  the  sums  borrowed,  to  be  upon  the  above 
' '  terms  and  for  the  above  purposes,  shall  be  sufficient  vouchers 
"to  entitle  the  lenders  to  the  repayment  thereof  by  this  State. 

"Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  render  an  account  of 
"their  proceedings  in  the  premises  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
"this  State  at  the  next  session.' ' 

Read  and  concurred  in. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  following, 
to  wit : 

*  'Resolved,  That  the  balance  of  public  money  remaining  in  the 
"hands  of  Thos.  Collins,  Esq.,  Military  Treasurer  for  the  County 
"  of  Kent,  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Speaker  of  this  House, 
"whose  receipt  shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge  to  the  said  Military 
"Treasurer  for  the  same ;  and  that  the  Speaker  be  accountable 
"  for  the  disposal  thereof.' ' 

For  the  consideration  and  concurrence  of  the  Council. 

Read  and  concurred  in. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  resolution  of  Council  expressing 
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tfac  concurrence  of  the"  House  of  Assembly  thereto,  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  following  verbal  message,  to  wit : 

"That  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  has  delivered  several  of 
41  the  printed  resolutions  of  Congress  relating  to  the  reenlistment 
"of  the  army,  and  forty  blank  commissions,  received  from  the 
"President  of  the  Congress,  together  with  eight  copies  of  the 
"  Articles  of  War,  to  Col.  Samuel  West,  one  of  the  commission- 
"ers  appointed  to  repair  to  the  army. 

"This  House  will  do  their  part  in  satisfying  the  commissioners 
"for  their  expenses  to  be  incurred  in  the  service  of  the  State. 

"The  Assembly  have  taken  measures  for  securing  the  blank- 
"ets,  linen  and  woolen  cloth,  purchased  in  consequence  of  the 
"directions  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  hope  the  same  may  be 
"sent  to  the  camps  some  time  next  week  ;  to  pay  for  which  they 
"  have  passed  the  resolution  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  concur- 

rence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  concurrence  of  Council  to  their  resolution  respecting  the  most 
certain  and  expeditious  method  of  procuring  a  speedy  supply  of 
salt ;  and  also  their  resolution  respecting  the  payment  of  the 
balance  of  the  public  money  in  the  hands  of  Col.  Collins  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Bassett  returned  and  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  a  verbal  message  that  the  House  of 
Assembly  had  postponed  the  consideration  of  that  part  of  the 
report  made  by  the  Committee  of  Accounts  as  objected  to  by 
the  Council  in  their  message  till  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

To  which  the  Council  agreed. 

Ordered,  That  a  member  of  Council  wait  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly and  inform  them  that  the  Council  concurred  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  report. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ing  tneir  sentiments  as  to  tne  settling  ana  aeiraying  tne  expenses 
of  the  present  session,  and  how  the  same  shall  be  done  ; 

In  answer  to  which,  it  is  proposed  that  the  whole  expenses 
should  be  severally  ascertained  and  defrayed  by  orders,  to  be 
drawn  by  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses,  on  the  several  Trustees 
of  the  Loan  Office  in  this  State. 

And  the  Council  concurred. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  expenses  of  their  ses- 
sion, and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  members  of  Council : 
For  New  Castle  County,   for  personal  expenses  by 

them  incurred,  to  wit :  3  members,  13  days,  .    .    .  ^21  14  10 
To  the  members  of  Kent  County,  for  same,   ....      25  15  11 
To  the  members  of  Sussex  County,  for  same,    ...      27  14  10 
To  Slator  Clay,  Clerk  to  Council,  for  12  days'  attend- 
ance, @  7s.  6, 4  10    o 

To  Robert  Booth,  Doorkeeper,  for  12  days'  attend- 
ance, @  5s., 300 

£**  15    7 


Ordered,  That  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  concurrence,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Orders,  drawn  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  Assembly,  for  the 
amount  of  the  said  expenses  were  delivered  to  the  Chair. 

A  notice,  in  writing,  subscribed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  As- 
sembly, that  that  House  had  adjourned  to  Monday,  the  sixth 
day  of  January  next,  to  meet  at  the  State  House,  in  the  Town  of 
New  Casde,  was  delivered  to  the  Chair. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  6th  day  of  January  next. 
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oi  musters. 

"Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed,  and  that  Mr.  Ridf^ely 
' '  wait  on  the  Council  therewith  and  propose  to  them  the  appoint- 
"  ment  of  a  committee  of  their  House,  to  join  with  the  committee 
''aforesaid,  in  the  business  referred  to  them.M 

And  the  same  being  read,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  con- 
sideration. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  addressed  from  the  Hon- 
orable John  Hancock,  Esq. ,  President  of  Congress,  inclosing 
sundry  resolutions  of  the  nth,  27th,  30th  and  31st  of  December 
last,  which  were  read. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

Whereupon  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Cantwell  and  Sykes  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

The  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  repair  to  the 
camps  and  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  Battalions  under 
Cols.  Haslet  and  Patterson,  and  commission  a  sufficient  number 
of  officers  for  the  battalion  to  be  raised  in  this  State  to  serve  dur- 
ing the  war,  with  sundry  papers  as  vouchers  of  their  proceedings, 
being  presented  to  the  Chair,  by  order,  was  read  and  laid  on  the 
table  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  January  nth,  1777. 
Council  met, 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly  delivered  at  the  Chair 
a  written  paper,  subscribed  with  the  name  of  Jacob  Bennett,  pur- 
porting an  account  of  his  being  taken  by  a  British  ship  of  war  to 
the  southward  of  Cape  Henlopen,  and  that  while  a  prisoner  five 
persons,  supposed  to  be  inhabitants  of  this  State,  came  in  a  boat, 
with  some  live  stock,  on  board  said  ship,  one  of  which  persons 
passed  there  by  the  name  of  Daniel  Dingee ;  and  the  House 
being  informed  that  John  Trip  and  Levi  Potter  were  prisoners  at 
the  same  time  on  board  the  said  ship  ; 

Ordered^  That  the  Speaker  issue  notices,  by  way  of  summons, 
to  Jacob  Bennett  and  John  Trip  and  to  Levi  Potter  to  attend  here 
on  Monday  next,  at  n  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  give  evidence  of  their 
knowledge  of  the  persons  aforesaid  and  their  conduct  on  board 
the  said  ship. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  Honorable  Mr.  Hancock's  letter 
and  resolutions  of  Congress  were  referred,  prayed  further  time 
to  report  thereon,  and  granted. 

Mr.  Polk  desired  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days  to  visit  his 
brother,  dangerously  ill.     Granted. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


Monday,  January  13th,  1777. 

Council  met,  but  there  not  being  a  quorum  to  proceed  on  busi- 
ness, adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Tuesday,  January  14th,  1777. 

Council  met. 

The  Speaker  reported  from  the  chair  that  he  had  issued  no- 
tices requiring  the  attendance  of  Jacob  Bennett,  John  Trip  and 
Levi  Potter,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Saturday. 

It  appearing  to  the  House  that  Jacob  Bennett  and  John  Trip 
were  sick,  their  non-attendance  is  excused  till  their  recovery. 

Mr.  Dingee,  a  member  of  this  House,  not  having  attended 
during  the  sitting  thereof,  and  a  sufficient  reason  not  being  as- 
signed for  his  absence, 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  write  to  Mr.  Dingee  requiring  his 
attendance  in  this  House  forthwith,  and  that  a  messenger  be  sent 
with  such  letter. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  Honorable  Mr.  Hancock's  letter 
and  resolutions  of  Congress  were  referred,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which,  by  order,  was  read  and  referred  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  January  15th,  1777. 

Council  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
yesterday  referred  to  this  day,  which  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  the  Honorable  Mr.  Hancock's  letter 
and  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  nth,  27th,  30th  and  31st  of 
December  last  was  referred,  do  report,  that  they  have  taken  the 
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of  the  nth  of  December  aforesaid,  recommending  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  day  of  solemn  fasting  and  humiliation,  is  highly  proper 
to  be  complied  with,  and  propose  Thursday,  the  27th  of  February 
next,  as  a  proper  day,  and  that  a  proclamation  issue  for  that  pur- 
pose, in  the  following  form,  to  wit : 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  just  war  into  which  the  United  States  of  America 
have  been  forced  by  Great  Britain  is  likely  to  be  still  continued  by 
the  same  violence  and  injustice  which  have  hitherto  animated  the 
enemies  of  American  freedom  ;  and  whereas  it  becomes  all  pub- 
lick  bodies,  as  well  as  private  persons,  to  reverence  the  Provi- 
dence of  God,  and  look  up  to  Him  as  the  Supreme  Disposer  of 
all  events  and  the  Arbiter  of  the  fate  of  Nations  ; 

Therefore  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State  do 
appoint  Thursday,  the  27th  of  February  next,  to  be  observed  by 
all  ranks  of  people  within  the  same  as  a  day  of  solemn  fasting  and 
humiliation,  to  implore  of  Almighty  God  the  forgiveness  of  the 
many  sins  prevailing  among  us,  and  to  beg  the  countenance, 
protection  and  assistance  of  His  Providence  in  the  prosecution 
of  this  just  and  necessary  war,  and  a  happy  and  speedy  conclu- 
sion of  the  same. 

And  it  is  recommended  to  Christians  of  all  denominations 
within  this  State  to  assemble  for  publick  worship  and  to  abstain 
from  servile  labor  and  recreation  on  said  day. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Given  at  New  Castle, of  January,  1777. 

Your  committee  are  also  of  opinion  that  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  27th  of  December,  recommending  the  march  of  the 
new  levies  of  this  State  for  the  Continental  army,  by  companies 
or  parts  of  companies,  be  also  complied  with ;  and  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Delaware  Bat- 
talion to  issue  orders  to  the  respective  captains  thereof  to  march 
their  companies  to  Philadelphia,  to  receive  further  orders  from 
the  commanding  officer  there,  and,  if  not  yet  complete,  to  cause 
so  many  as  may  be  already  enlisted  immediately  to  repair  there, 
under  a  proper  officer  or  officers,  provided  the  number  shall 
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order  to  till  up  the  companies ;  and  that  a  sum  of  money  be  pro- 
vided for  the  subsistence  of  the  companies  so  marching  till  they 
arrive  at  Philadelphia,  which,  your  committee  think,  will  render 
the  appointment  of  a  commissary,  to  proceed  there  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  provisions,  unnecessary. 

Your  committee  are  further  of  opinion  that  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  30th  of  December,  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  bacon,  salted  beef  and  pork,  soap,  tallow,  and  candles,  be  also 
complied  with  and  strictly  observed  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
State,  and  that  the  said  resolution  be  published  within  the  State 
for  their  information. 

Your  committee  do  likewise  recommend  that  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  31st  of  December,  by  which  the  restrictions 
heretofore  imposed  upon  the  exportation  of  staves,  or  other  lum- 
ber, except  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  the  British  Islands,  or 
any  place  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  is  taken  off,  be 
also  published  within  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  of  Council  be  trans- 
cribed and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration 
and  concurrence,  and  that  Mr.  Vandyke  deliver  the  same,  to- 
gether with  the  President's  letter  and  resolutions  of  Congress 
aforesaid. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  and  delivered  the  resolutions  of  this  day,  with  the 
President's  letter,  according  to  order. 
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muuu  ui  uc»   wuc  as  an  excuse  iur  nis  non-aiienuance  mineiro, 
which  was  admitted. 

Mr.  Dingee  being  informed  of  the  contents  of  the  written 
paper,  subscribed  by  Jacob  Bennett  and  delivered  to  this  House 
on  Saturday  last,  wherein  mention  is  made  of  five  persons,  sup- 
posed to  be  inhabitants  of  this  State,  going  on  board  a  British 
ship  of  war  with  live  stock,  one  of  which  persons  passed  there 
by  his  name,  requested  that  the  said  Jacob  Bennett,  and  all  other 
persons  who  had  any  knowledge  of  that  transaction,  might  be 
summoned  before  this  House,  to  give  evidence  thereof,  at  some 
future  day,  and  that  in  the  meantime  his  attendance  in  Council 
be  dispensed  with,  as  he  did  not  choose  to  continue  his  seat  here 
while  under  such  a  suspicion. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Dingee*  s  attendance  in  Council  be  dis- 
pensed with  till  further  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  issue  other  summonses,  directed 
to  Jacob  Bennett,  John  Trip  and  Levi  Potter,  and  summonses  for 
Griffith  Minshall,  Jun.,  John  Marshall  and  Joseph  Poole,  requir- 
ing their  attendance  on  this  House  on  Friday  next,  at  n  o'clock, 
to  give  evidence  of  their  knowledge  of  the  charge  against  Mr. 
Dingee,  at  which  time  he  is  ordered  to  attend. 

The  House  taking  into  consideration  the  condition  of  the 
Militia  of  this  State,  and  it  appearing  that  there  had  been  for 
some  considerable  time  past  almost  a  total  neglect  of  the  attend- 
ance of  associators  on  muster  and  review  days,  and  a  general 
omission  to  levy  the  penalties  and  taxes  imposed  by  the  articles 
and  rules  made  for  the  better  governing  of  the  Militia  by  the  late 
House  of  Assembly,  and  that  the  said  articles  and  rules  required 
some  attention  and  amendments  for  their  more  effectual  execu- 
tion, therefore, 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  more  effectual  establishing  a  Militia  in  this  State.  The 
members  chosen  are :  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Sykes,  Mr.  Cantwell 
and  Mr.  Wiltbank. 

The  House  resuming  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  settle  and  adjust  the  ac- 
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raised  for  the  Flying  Camp,  previous  to  their  being  passed  by 
the  Commissary  of  Musters  ; 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Sykes  and  Vandyke  be  a  committee 
from  this  House,  to  join  with  the  committee  named  by  the  House 
of  Assembly  in  the  business  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  January  16th,  1777. 

Council  met. 

Mr.  Sykes,  one  of  the  persons  appointed  to  procure  a  Great 
Seal  for  this  State,  agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  this  House  of  the 
2d  of  November,  delivered  at  the  table  the  following  report  from 
that  committee,  to  wit : 

41  The  committee  appointed  to  get  a  skillful  engraver  to  make 
"  the  Great  Seal  of  tins  State,  which  was  agreed  upon  by  both 
"  Houses,  now  report  that  they  could  procure  no  person  capable 
"of  executing  the  work  to  undertake  it  at  this  time,  being  en- 
"  gaged  in  other  very  important  business  for  the  safety  of  their 
"country.  That  upon  consulting  an  ingenious  gentleman  in  the 
"  art  of  neraldry,  they  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  Great  Seal 
"agreed  upon  would  be  more  suitable  for  a  medal  than  the  seal 
"of  a  State,  and  therefore  submit  the  same  to  the  consideration 
"of  both  Houses.' ' 

The  House,  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  are  satisfied 
with  the  reasons  assigned  for  not  carrying  the  resolutions  afore- 
said into  execution,  and  resolved  that  the  said  committee  be 
discharged. 
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of  that  House  for  concurrence  of  Council,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Monday,  January  13th. 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  former  vote  respecting  a  Great  Seal  be 
rescinded. 

"  On  motion, 

"  Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Cook,  Robinson  and  McKean  be  a 
"committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Council  on  the  subject 
"matter  of  a  device  for  and  making  of  a  Great  Seal  for  this  State, 
"and  also  to  fix  upon  a  seal  which  shall  be  held  and  deemed  to 
"be  the  Great  Seal  pro  tempore  until  the  Great  Seal  to  be  agreed 
"upon  by  both  Houses  be  made/' 

Which,  being  taken  into  consideration,  was  concurred  in. 

Resolved  therefore,  That  the  resolution  of  the  2d  of  November 
last  respecting  a  Great  Seal  be  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Cantwell  and  Wiltbank  be  a  committee 
from  this  House  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  Assembly  on 
the  subject  matter  of  forming  a  Great  Seal  and  fixing  a  seal  pro 
tempore. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  the  Assem- 
bly with  the  concurrence  and  appointment  aforesaid. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

The  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  repair  to  the  army  to  nominate  officers  for  the  battalion  to  be 
raised  as  the  quota  of  this  State  to  serve  during  the  war,  being 
resumed, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three 
to  report  thereon.  The  members  chosen :  Mr.  Cantwell,  Mr. 
Sykes,  and  M r.  Vandyke. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  January  17th,  1777. 
Council  met. 

The  witnesses  ordered  to  be  summoned  respecting  the  charge 
against  Mr.  Dingee,  a  member  of  this  House,  his  being  on  board 
a  British  ship  of  war  on  or  about  the  30th  of  December  last,  all 
attending  except  Levi  Potter,  who  was  out  of  the  State  and  not 
summoned, 

Ordered^  That  notice  be  given  to  the  Honorable  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  such  of  the  members  thereof  as 
are  in  town,  that  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  is  to  be  had 
forthwith,  that  they  may  be  present  if  they  think  fit. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  with  a  number  of  the  members 
of  that  House,  attending,  were  admitted  accordingly.  Mr.  Din- 
gee  also  attending  by  order. 

•  The  Council  proceeded  to  the  qualifying  and  examining  Jacob 
Bennett,  John  Trip,  Griffith  Minshall,  Jun.,  John  Marshall,  and 

ioseph  Poole,  severally  and  apart,  respecting  their  knowledge  of 
fix.  Dingee*  s  being  one  of  the  five  persons  who  had  come  on 
board  the  Pearl,  ship  of  war,  belonging  to  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
while  they  were  prisoners  there,  all  of  whom  having  deposed  that 
Mr.  Dingee  was  not  one  of  the  persons  aforesaid,  nor  had  been 
on  board  the  said  ship  of  war  dunng  the  time  they  were  prisoners, 
to  their  knowledge  or  belief, 

Thereupon  the  Council  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the 
suspicion  of  Mr.  Dingee* s  being  one  of  the  persons  who  had 
come  on  board  the  British  ship  of  war  aforesaid  during  the  time 
the  witnesses  aforesaid  were  prisoners  is  groundless. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dingee  take  his  seat  as  a  member  of  this 
House. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  a  device  for  and 
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dc  usea  instead  mereoi  pro  tempore,  Drougm  m  uicir  report, 
Which  was  read  and  referred  for  consideration. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  January  18th,  1777. 

Council  met 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  divers  resolutions  of  that 
House  for  concurrence,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Friday,  A.  M.,  January  17th,  1777. 

"Resolved,  N.  CD.,  That  Mr.  McKean  be  a  committee  to 
"employ  skillful  workmen  to  make  a  silver  seal  of  the  diameter 
"of  three  inches  and  of  a  circular  form,  and  that  there  be  en- 
"  graven  thereon  a  Sheaf  of  Wheat  and  an  ear  of  Indian  Corn, 
"and  an  Ox,  in  full  stature,  in  a  shield  with  a  river  dividing  the 
"wheat  sheaf  and  ear  of  Indian  corn  from  the  Ox,  which  is  to  be 
"cut  in  the  nether  part  of  the  shield  below  the  river ;  that  the 
"supporters  be  an  American  Soldier,  under  arms,  on  the  right, 
"and  an  Husbandman,  with  a  Hoe  in  his  hand,  on  the  left,  and 
"  that  a  Ship  be  the  crest ;  and  that  there  shall  be  an  inscription 
"round  the  same,  near  the  edge  or  extremity  thereof,  in  the 
44 words  following,  in  capital  letters:  "THE  GREAT  SEAL 
;C0F  THE  DELAWARE  STATE/'  with  the  figures  7777/ 
4 'which  shall,  from  and  after  the  delivery  thereof  to  the  President 
"  and  Commander-in-Chief,  be  the  Great  Seal  and  deemed  the 
"Arms  of  this  State. 

u  "Resolved,  That  the  Seal  of  the  County  of  New  Castle  shall 
"  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  pro  tern- 
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Which,  being  read,  were  concurred  in. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Sykes  be  appointed,  together  with  Mr. 
McKean,  for  procuring  a  new  Great  Seal  as  aforesaid. 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Thursday,  January  16th,  1777. 

"Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ridgely  and  Mr.  Horsey  be  of  the  Com- 
"  mittee  for  Publick  Accounts,  appointed  at  the  last  sitting  of  this 
*  *  House,  in  the  room  of  Messrs.  Lockwood  and  Bradley,  who 
"  are  absent;  and  that  the  accounts  of  the  Independent  Company 
1 1  and  the  Militia  of  this  State  be  referred  to  the  said  committee.  *  * 

Which,  being  read,  was  concurred  in. 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Friday,  A.  M.,  January  17th,  1777. 

"On  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  ten  several  letters 
"from  the  Council  of  Safety,  the  President  of  the  Congress,  &c, 
"  &c,  were  referred, 

"Resolved,  1,  That  two  chains  of  fire-rafts  be  built  as  soon  as 
"possible  and  laid  up  in  Christiana,  or  some  other  convenient 
"narbor,  from  whence  they  may  be  brought  to  act  against  the 
"ships  of  the  enemy  in  case  they  should  attempt  to  come  up  the 
"Delaware. 

"2.  That  two  hundred  barrels  of  bread,  one  hundred  and 
"forty  barrels  of  beef,  and  sixty  barrels  of  porkr  be  ordered  to 
* '  be  purchased  and  deposited  at  Dover  and  Wilmington,  or  in 
1 1  such  proper  places  as  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief 
"of  this  State  shall  direct,  for  the  use  of  the  Militia  and  Conti- 
nental troops  that  may  be  called  into  action  within  the  same, 
1 '  or  that  may  have  occasion  therefor  on  their  march  elsewhere  ; 
"  and  that  one  ton  of  powder,  two  tons  of  lead,  and  five  hundred 
* '  stand  of  arms,  be  procured  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  secured 
"  in  the  safest  and  most  convenient  places,  by  the  President,  for 
"  the  use  of  this  State. 
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"  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Continent,  and  lay  the  same  before  the 
4  *  respective  Houses. 

"4.  That  Mr.  Speaker  be  directed  to  write  a  circular  letter 
44  to  each  captain  in  the  Delaware  Battalion,  to  transmit  forthwith 
44  to  the  General  Assembly  an  account  of  the  number  of  levies 
4 'recruited  by  them  on  the  new  establishment. 

44  5.  That  Mr.  Speaker  be  directed  to  write  a  letter  to  the 
44  President  of  the  Congress,  informing  him  that  the  persons 
4 'employed  in  Pennsylvania  under  the  Congress  to  buy  clothing 
44  for  the  army  have  purchased  up  almost  all  the  articles  of  that 
44  kind  which  were  to  be  had  in  this  State,  and  therefore  it  is 
"  hoped  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  give  some  direction  for  the 
"speedy  clothing  of  the  Delaware  Battalion,  as  a  single  company 
44 of  them  will  not  be  able  to  march  without  new  clothes." 

Which,  being  also  read,  were  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  their  several  resolutions  aforesaid  agreed  to  by  this  House. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Sykes  and  Vandyke  be  a  committee 
from  this  House  to  join  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
to  state  an  account  of  expenditures  by  this  State  for  and  in  behalf 
of  the  Continent. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  deliver  a  copy  of  this  resolution 
to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  Friday,  the  24th  instant 
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Monday,  January  27th,  1777. 

Council  met  Present  the  Speaker,  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Cant- 
well,  Sykes,  Wiltbank  and  Polk. 

From  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  on  Friday  last,  a  quorum 
of  members  not  attending,  all  business  was  postponed  to  this  day. 

The  Council  being  informed  that  Slator  Clay,  Clerk  of  this 
House,  is  sick,  his  non-attendance  is  excused. 

Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  with  the  sundry  resolutions  of  that  House,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  Council  on  the  18th  instant,  and  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution 
and  order,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"January  27th,  1777. 

"The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  pro- 
"  posed  by  the  Council  to  the  amendments  made  by  this  House 
"  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  for  Publick  Accounts,  and, 

"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  same  be  recommitted  to  the  said  com- 
"  mittee,  and  that  the  Council  be  requested  to  concur  therein. 

"Ordered,  That  the  orders  of  this  House  for  arresting  Boas 
"Manlove  and  Thomas  Robinson,  Esquires,  of  the  County  of 
"Sussex,  together  with  the  return  of"  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
"thereon,  and  the  letter  from  the  said  Thomas  Robinson  to 
"James  Garriger,  Esq.,  be  laid  before  the  Council." 

And  the  member  aforesaid  delivered,  at  the  same  time,  the 
said  orders  of  arrest,  with  their  returns,  together  with  Thomas 
Robinson's  letter,  which  were  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 
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report  on  PuMLk  Accounts,  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
as  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Tuesday,  January  28th,  1777. 
Council  met. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  write  to  Messrs.  Collins  and  Bas- 
sett,  at  the  camp  in  New  Jersey,  desiring  their  attendance  in 
Council,  if  the  service  they  are  in  will  admit 

Several  members  appointed  on  committees  desiring  leave  of 
absence  on  that  account, 

Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Wednesday,  January  29th,  1777. 

Council  met. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  a  messenger  be  dispatched  with  the  letters  wrote 
by  the  Speaker  to  Col.  Coffins  and  (Japt.  Bassett,  members  of  this 
House,  requiring  their  attendance  if  they  may  consistent  with  the 
service  they  are  now  in  in  the  army  under  General  Washington. 

7    • 
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50  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  a  letter  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress,  inclosing  certain  resolutions  of  Congress,  and 
the  following  resolution  formed  thereon,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Tuesday,  A.  M.,  January  28th,  1777. 

"Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  have  passed, 
"at  their  first  meeting  this  session,  a  bill  entitled  'An  act  to 
* '  render  certain  bills  of  credit  a  legal  tender  within  this  State, 
4  *  and  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  the  same  and  other  bills  of 
* 4  credit ;'  And  whereas  Mr.  Speaker  yesterday  laid  a  letter 
"from  the  President  of  the  Honorable  the  Congress  before  the 
"  House,  together  with  certain  resolutions  of  Congress  respecting 
"the  bills  of  credit  heretofore  emitted  by  that  honorable  body, 
"which  are  recommended  to  the  several  Legislatures  of  the 
"Thirteen  United  States  of  America  to  be  enforced  by  laws  ; 

"Resolved,  That  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Stout,  and  Mr.  Lea  be  a 
4  4  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Council  respecting 
4  4  the  contents  of  the  aforesaid  resolutions  of  Congress,  and  to 
"report  certain  additional  clauses  to  the  above  mentioned  bill, 
44  for  the  more  effectual  supporting  the  credit  of  the  Continental 
4  *  currency,  and  also  for  the  preventing  and  punishing  the  coun- 
terfeiting tickets  in  the  Publick  Lottery  set  on  foot  by  Con- 
4  4  gress ;  and  that  the  Council  be  desired  to  appoint  a  committee 
44  to  join  herein,  and  to  make  report  as  soon  as  possible/ ' 

Which,  being  read,  were  referred  for  consideration. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
commissioners  ordered  to  repair  to  camp  was  referred,  now 
brought  in  their  report  thereon,  which  was  read, 

And  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  a  Major  be  appointed 
to  the  Battalion  now  raising  in  this  State  to  serve  during  the 
war,  as  the  same  was  not  done  by  the  commissioners  aforesaid  ; 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  House  of  Assembly  to  join 
with  the  Council  in  such  appointment,  and  that  the  same  be  clone 
by  a  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses. 

Resolved,  That  a  representation  be  made  to  General  Washing- 
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grained  to  reier  jaquei,  as  oldest  2a  j-,ieu lenani  ui  uie  uaiuuion 
aforesaid,  who  ought  to  have  had  a  commission  and  rank  in  the 
said  battalion  as  Fifth  1st  Lieutenant. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Tilton's  commission  as  Surgeon  to 
the  said  battalion,  with  his  letter  of  resignation,  be  transmitted  to 
General  Washington,  that  he  may  appoint  another  in  his  stead. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions,  with  the  report  of  the 
commissioners  aforesaid  and  the  several  papers  delivered  by  them 
to  this  House,  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  con- 
sideration and  concurrence. 

Resolved,  That  the  allowance  to  be  made  to  the  commissioners 
who  repaired  to  camp,  by  order  of  the  General  Assembly,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  Publick  Accounts,  to  wit :  Messrs. 
Sykes,  Dingee,  Thompson,  Ridgely  and  Horsey. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
this  and  the  foregoing  resolutions  for  concurrence. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met 

Mr.  Polk  reDorted  that  he  had  delivered  the  resolutions  and 
papers  given  him  in  charge  this  day  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
according  to  order. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
of  both  Houses  to  report  additional  clauses  to  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  to  render  certain  bills  of  credit  a  legal  tender  within  this 
State,  and  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  the  same  and  other  bills 
of  credit,"  passed  at  their  first  meeting  this  session  agreeable  to 
certain  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  14th  instant, 

And  thereupon 
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Resolved,  That  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly for  carrying  the  resolutions  of  Congress  into  execution  would, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  be  irregular  and  productive  of  con- 
fusion. That  this  business,  as  also  all  other  acts  of  legislation, 
should  take  their  rise  in  the  one  House  or  the  other,  and,  when 
determined  upon,  referred  to  the  other  House  for  consideration 
and  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  message,  drawn  up  at  the  table, 
be  transcribed,  signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  sent  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  that  is  to  say  : 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council  have  taken  into  consideration  the  resolution  of 
your  House  of  yesterday  proposing  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee of  their  body,  to  jom  a  committee  named  by  you,  for  the 
framing  additional  clauses  to  a  bill,  passed  at  our  first  meeting  in 
this  session,  entitled  "An  act  to  render  certain  bills  of  credit  a 
legal  tender  within  this  State,  and  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting 
the  same  and  other  bilk  of  credit/'  in  consequence  of  certain 
resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  14th  instant,  and  though  we  wish 
to  do  everything  on  our  part  to  render  those  resolutions  more 
effectual  within  this  State,  we  apprehend  the  mode  pointed  out 
by  you  for  doing  so  by  a  joint  committee  would  be  irregular  and 
productive  of  confusion.  This  business,  as  also  all  other  acts 
of  legislation,  should  take  their  rise  in  the  one  House  or  the 
other,  and,  when  determined  upon,  be  referred  to  the  other  for 
consideration.  We  therefore  hope  you  will  reconsider  your  reso- 
lution so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  request  that  the  Council 
should  appoint  a  committee  to  join  the  committee  of  your  House 
in  the  first  stage  of  this  business. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  this  message,  and  return  the  resolution  of  that  House,  witn 
the  President  of  Congress's  letter  and  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
referred  to  in  the  message,  and  also  the  concurrence  of  this 
House  to  the  recommitment  of  the  amendments  proposed  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  for  Publick  Accounts. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Council  met 

Mr.  Wiltbank  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  resolutions  of  this  House  of  the 
15th  instant,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to 
all  of  them  except  the  resolve  founded  on  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  27th  of  December,  recommending  the  marching  of 
die  new  levies  of  this  State  by  companies,  and  parts  of  companies, 
which  is  suspended  until  an  answer  is  received  from  Congress  to 
a  letter  wrote  to  them  respecting  the  clothing  of  the  battalion  of 
this  State. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  the 
officers  and  persons  therein  mentioned  employed  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  State,  and  for  the  providing  funds  for  payment 
thereof,  was  read  a  second  time  for  consideration  and  debate, 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  was  referred  till  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met. 

Mr.  Wiltbank,  being  indisposed,  has  leave  of  absence  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  ascertain- 
ing the  salaries,  &c,  .to  officers,  &c,  and  divers  amendments 
being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  same  were  transcribed. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sykes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the 
Council  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  January  31st,  1777. 

Council  met. 

Mr.  Sykes  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  a  bill  * '  to  punish 
"  treasons  and  disaffected  persons,  and  for  the  security  of  the 
"Government." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  February  1st,  1777. 

Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  to 
officers,  &c,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  Council,  to 
all  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly  agreed  except  the  3d  and  4th ; 
and  delivered  a  bill  "of  free  and  general  pardon,  indemnity  and 

"oblivion." 

• 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 
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A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  "for  supporting 
"and  establishing  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by  Congress,  &c." 

By  order  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  February  3d,  1777. 

Council  met. 

Several  of  the  members  attending  on  committees,  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  February  4th,  1777. 
Council  met,  and,  on  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  be  of  the  Committee  for  Publick  Ac- 
counts, appointed  at  the  late  sitting  of  this  House,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  ESngee,  who  is  absent. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  February  5th,  1777. 
Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  resolution  of  this  Council  of  the 
29th  ultimo  for  the  referring  of  the  allowance  to  be  made  to  the 
commissioners  who  repaired  to  camp  to  the  Committee  for  Publick 
Accounts  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto; 
and  also  returned  the  three  resolutions  of  this  Council  of  the  said 
day,  founded  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  said  commissioners  were  referred,  to  all  of  which 
the  House  of  Assembly  dissented,  and  instead  thereof  propose 
the  following  resolution,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  A.  M.,  February  1st,  1777. 

"The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  of 
"  Council  on  the  report  of  their  committee  to  whom  the  report 
"of  the  commissioners  ordered  to  repair  to  the  camp  was  re- 
ferred, and  thereupon 

" Resolved>  That  the  two  Houses  appoint,  by  joint  ballot,  all 
"officers  necessary  to  supply  the  vacancies  in  the  battalion  now 
"  raising  in  this  State  to  serve  during  the  war,  and  that  the  Coun- 
"  cil  be  requested  to  concur  herein. 

Which,  being  read,  was  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 
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Thursday,  February  6th,  1777. 

Council  met 

Mr.  Bassett,  having  returned  from  the  camp  in  New  Jersey, 
appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  sundry  resolutions  of  that 
House,  founded  on  a  petition  from  Col.  John  Jones,  of  Sussex 
County  :  1st,  for  the  loan  of  one  thousand  pounds  for  five  years, 
without  interest,  to  enable  him  to  erect  works  for  manufacturing 
salt  in  this  State ;  2d,  to  take  of  him  ten  thousand  bushels  an- 
nually for  five  years,  at  the  rate  of  five  shillings  per  bushel ;  3d, 
to  bind  Col.  Tones  to  the  delivery  of  three  thousand  bushels  at 
the  least,  ana  not  more  than  the  said  ten  thousand  bushels  annu- 
ally, at  the  rate  aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  the  State ;  4th,  giving 
the  said  Col.  Jones  the  exclusive  right  of  making  salt  for  sale  in 
this  State  for  the  term  aforesaid  on  complying  with  the  above 
conditions ;  5th,  empowering  the  President  of  the  State  to  draw 
for  the  sum  to  be  lent  and  to  take  security  for  the  performance  of 
the  said  conditions,  and  for  the  repayment  of  the  money  lent  at 
the  end  of  any  one  year  wherein  Col.  Jones  may  foil  to  supply 
the  quantity  of  three  thousand  bushels,  as  aforesaid ;  6th,  limit- 
ing the  time  of  applying  for  the  draught  and  giving  the  security; 
to  wit: 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Wednesday,  February  5th,  1777. 

"The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Col. 
"John  Jones,  of  Sussex  County,  on  the  subject  matter  of  his 
"petition,  praying  the  loan  of  a  sum  of  money  to  enable  him  to 
"  carry  into  execution  his  intention  of  erecting  salt  works  in  this 
"State,  &c,  was,  by  order,  read  the  second  time,  and,  being 
"amended,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Resolved %  1.     That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  be  let 

"by  this  State  upon  loan  to  the  said  Col.  John  Jones  (the  better 

"to  enable  him  to  carry  into  execution  his  intention  of  erecting 

"salt  works  in  this  State,  at  or  near  Indian  River,  in  Sussex 
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"County,),  he,  the  said  John  Jones,  giving  bond,  with  sufficient 
4  *  sureties,  for  the  payment  of  that  sum  at  the  expiration  of  five 
4  *  years  from  the  date  of  said  bond. 

44  2.  That  for  the  further  encouraging  the  said  Col.  Jones  in 
"prosecuting  his  intentions  and  erecting  said  works  for  manu- 
* '  factoring  the  useful  article  of  salt,  this  State  should  engage  to 
"purchase  or  take  of  him  the  quantity  of  ten  thousand  bushels 
1  *  of  salt,  at  the  rate  of  five  shillings  per  bushel,  annually  for  the 
4 '  space  or  term  of  five  years,  in  consideration  of  which, 

"Resolved,  3.  That  the  said  Col.  John  Jones  ought  to  engage 
4  4  and  bind  himself,  his  executors  and  administrators,  to  deliver, 
"for  the  use  of  this  State,  to  such  person  or  persons  as  the 
* '  President  shall  appoint,  all  the  salt  that  by  him  shall  be  manu- 
factured or  made  therein  (at  the  place  where  the  salt  works 
"shall  be  erected),  for  the  space  or  term  of  five  years  aforesaid, 
4  *  at  the  rate  of  five  shillings  per  bushel,  so  that  the  quantity  in 
4 4  any  one  year  during  that  term  does  not  exceed  ten  thousand 
*  4  bushels  ;  and  that  he  should  be  bound  and  obliged  to  deliver, 
"in  each  and  every  year  during  the  term  aforesaid,  at  the  manu- 
factory aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  this  State,  the  quantity  of  three 
"thousand  bushels  of  salt,  manufactured  therein  at  the  rate  afore- 
"said. 

* '  4.  That  upon  the  said  Col.  John  Jones  complying  with  the 
* '  conditions  herein  before  expressed  to  be  by  him  entered  into 
"and  performed,  that  he,  the  said  Col.  John  Jones,  his  executors, 
4  *  administrators  and  assigns,  ought  to  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
"making  salt  in  this  State  for  sale  for  and  during  the  last  four 
"years  of  the  term  aforesaid;  and  that  he  may  dispose  of  and  sell 
4 4  to  such  person  or  persons  as  he  pleases,  and  at  such  prices  as 
"he  can  get,  all  the  overplus  salt  ne  shall  make  after  furnishing 
4  4  the  State  with  the  aforesaid  quantity  of  ten  thousand  bushels 
"annually  for  the  term  of  five  years  aforesaid. 

* 4  5.  That  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  be  drawn  for 
4  4  by  the  President  out  of  the  ten  thousand  pounds  granted  by 
4  4  the  present  General  Assembly  for  the  use  of  the  State,  under 
4  4  whose  direction  the  bond  aforesaid  from  the  said  John  Jones 
4  4  and  his  sureties  shall  be  taken,  with  the  further  condition  that 
44  the  same  shall  be  payable  at  the  end  of  any  one  vear  during 
44  which  the  said  John  Jones  shall  fail  to  supply  tne  aforesaid 
44  quantity  of  three  thousand  bushels  of  salt. 
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11 6.  That  if  the  said  John  Jones  shall  neglect  to  make  appli- 
11  cation  for  the  said  draught,  or  to  execute  his  bond  on  or  before 
"the  20th  day  of  April  next,  that  the  encouragement  proposed 
11  to  be  given  to  him  shall  cease/ ' 

Which,  being  read,  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  consid- 
eration. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
more  effectual  establishing  a  Militia  in  this  State  laid  one  on  the 
table,  which  they  submitted  to  the  correction  of  the  House. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  read  the  first  time,  which  was 
done  accordingly. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  February  7th,  1777. 

Council  met. 

The  bill  for  the  more  effectual  establishing  a  Militia  in  this  State 
was  read  the  second  time,  and,  being  debated  paragraph  by  para- 
graph, was  referred  over  till  to-morrow. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolutions, 
to  wit: 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Friday,  A.  M.,  February  7th,  1777. 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  the  Gen- 
"eral  Assembly  should  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  the  Civil 
"  Officers  of  this  State,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  Const- 
itution, on  Monday  morning  next,  in  the  State  House,  by  joint 
"ballot  of  both  Houses. 
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"Resolved,  That  Messrs.  McKean,  Ridgely,  Cook,  White,  and 
44  Laws  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Council  for 
44  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  mode  of  appointing  the  officers 
* 4  aforesaid,  and  that  the  Council  be  requested  to  concur  in  these 
"resolutions." 

Which,  being  read,  were  deferred  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Saturday,  February  8th,  1777. 

Council  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
more  effectual  establishing  a  Militia  in  this  State,  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  same  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  bill  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

On  motion, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  7th  of  Feb- 
ruary, referred  over  till  this  morning,  were  again  read  and  then 
concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sykes,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Cantwell,  Mr. 
Vandyke,  and  Mr.  Wiltbank  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  purp>ose  of  adjust- 
ing the  mode  of  appointing  the  Civil  Officers  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
their  resolutions  aforesaid  agreed  to  by  this  House. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next. 
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Monday,  P.  M.,  February  ioth,  1777." 

Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution 
and  order  of  that  House,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Monday,  A.  M.,  February  ioth,  1777. 

"  The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  for  the 
"purpose  of  adjusting  the  mode  of  appointing  the  Civil  Officers 
"  of  this  State  brought  in  their  report,  which,  by  order,  was  read 
"the  first  time. 

"On  motion,  by  special  order, 

4 '  The  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and  thereupon, 

"Resolved,  That  the  same  report  be  recommitted  to  the  fol- 
- '  lowing  committee,  to  wit :  Messrs.  Moore,  Thompson,  Jones, 
' '  Lea,  and  Robinson,  who  are  hereby  appointed  to  confer  with  a 
"committee  of  Council  thereon.' ' 

"Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

"Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  forenoon  on  the  re- 
* '  port  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of 
"Council  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  mode  of  appointing 
"the  Civil  Officers  of  this  State,  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the 
"  Council  for  concurrence,  and  that  Mr.  Hill  deliver  the  same." 

Which,  being  read,  was  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  be  added  to  the  former  committee  of 
Council  appointed  for  this  business,  and  that  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait 
on  the  House  of  Assembly  with  their  resolution  aforesaid  and  the 
concurrence  of  Council  thereto  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Polk. 

Mr.  Wiltbank  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  and  delivered  the  resolution  aforesaid  according  to 
order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  February  nth,  1777. 

Council  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  5th  instant,  founded  upon  a 
petition  of  Col.  John  Jones,  of  Sussex  County,  for  a  loan  of  a 
sum  of  money  to  enable  him  to  erect  salt  works  in  this  State,  and 
an  exclusive  right  to  make  salt  for  sale  on  certain  conditions  for 
five  years,  and  divers  amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to 
the  same  were  transcribed. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  resolutions  and  amendments  for  their  consideration  and 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  report  and 
order  thereon,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Monday,  P.  M.,  February  10th,  1777. 

"The  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Delaware,  ap- 
"  pointed  for  the  purpose  of  setding  and  adjusting  the  accounts 
"of  the  Officers  and  Privates  of  the  Second  Delaware  Battalion, 
"  raised  for  the  Flying  Camp,  previous  to  their  being  passed  by 
"  the  Commissary  of  Musters,  do  report  that  they  find  : 

The  amount  of  Colonel  Samuel  Patterson's  ac- 
count, for  pay  and  subsistence  since  the  time 
aforesaid,  to  be £     47  12    o 

The  amount  of  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Hodgson's 

account,  for  do.  same  time,  to  be 38  13     2 

The  amount  of  Major  Henry  Nidi's  account  is  .  32  16    o 

The  amount  of  the  Rev'd  Samuel  Eakin,  Chap- 
lain's account,  is 32  16    o 

The  amount  of  James  Lukes,  Adjutant's  acc't,  is  24  17     3 

Carried  over, £  176  14    5 
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Brought  over, £  176  14    5 

The  amount  of  John  Watson,  Quartermaster's 
account,  is 16  18    6 

The  amount  of  James  Tate,  Surgeon's  account  is  31  11     o 

The  amount  of  Edward  Duff's  account,  Sur- 
geon's mate,  is 16  14    4 

The  amount  of  William  Millan,  Paymaster's  ac- 
count, is 24  17     3 

The  amount  of  Capt.  Thos.  Kean's  account  of 
pay  and  subsistence  of  his  company  officers 
and  privates  for  the  time  aforesaid  is   ...    .        338  18  10 

The  amount  of  Capt  James  Dunn's  account  of 
same  is 302     6    5j^ 

The  amount  of  Capt.  William  Moody's  account 
of  same  is 339  16     2 

The  amount  of  Capt.  Manlove's  account  of  same 
is 395  15     7 

The  amount  of  Capt  Jos.  Caldwell's  account  of 
same  is 339    611 

The  amount  of  Capt.  John  Woodgate's  account 
of  same  is 314    o     2 

The  amount  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Mitchell's  ac- 
count of  same  is 179    6     2j£ 

^2485     6     8 

"  Your  committee  do  further  report  that  the  several  accounts 
"of  particulars  of  the  above  mentioned  separate  sums,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty -five 
"pounds  six  shillings  and  eight  pence,  are  herewith  returned  for 
"the  examination  and  correction  of  the  General  Assembly.  The 
"account  of  Capt.  Thomas  Skillington's  company  has  not  yet 
"come  before  your  committee." 

"The  foregoing  report  being  read  the  second  time  and  consid- 
"ered,  passed  the  House. 

* '  Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  Coun- 
"cil  for  their  concurrence,  and  that  Mr.  Stout  deliver  the  same, 
"together  with  the  accounts  therein  referred  to." 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  considera- 
tion. 

*  So  in  the  manuscript. 
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A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the  joint 
committee  of  both  Houses  for  adjusting  the  mode  of  appointing 
the  Civil  Officers  of  this  State,  and  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  respecting  the  choice  of  two  Delegates  to  represent 
this  State  in  Congress  for  concurrence  of  the  Council. 

Which,  by  order,  were  read,  and  some  amendments  being  pro- 
posed and  agreed  to,  the  same  were  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  report  and  resolution,  and  the  amendments  thereto 
proposed  by  the  Council  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M.,  February  nth. 

Council  met,  and  took  into  consideration  the  third  and  fourth 
amendments  proposed  by  them  to  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
bill  "for  ascertaining  the  salaries,  &c,  to  officers,  &c,"  and  do 
recede  from  the  same,  and  do  agree  that  the  said  bill,  as  it  now 
stands,  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  bill  and  resolution  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  respecting 
the  loan  of  one  thousand  pounds,  &c,  to  Col.  John  Jones  to  enable 
him  to  erect  salt  works  in  this  State,  with  the  amendments  pro- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1777-  65 

posed  by  this  House,  to  all  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly 
agreed  except  the  6th  ;  and  also  returned  the  report  of  the  joint 
committee  for  adjusting  the  mode  of  appointing  the  Civil  Officers 
of  this  State,  &c,  and  resolution  respecting  the  choice  of  two 
Delegates,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House,  to 
which  the  House  of  Assembly  also  agreed  except  the  2d. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  the  said  second  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Council  be  receded  from. 

Which  report  and  resolution,  as  amended  and  now  agreed  to, 
is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"The  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  of  a 
'  conference  with  a  committee  of  the  Council  for  the  purpose  of 
4  adjusting;  the  mode  of  appointing  the  Civil  Officers  of  this  State 
1  met  the  said  committee  of  Council  and  agreed  upon  the  follow - 
'  ing  report,  to  wit : 

"  That  the  members  of  both  Houses  should  meet  this  afternoon 
'  in  the  State  House,  when  each  member  may  propose  a  person 
1  for  President,  and,  when  all  are  nominated,  that  their  names  be 
'  taken  down  in  writing  and  left  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  and 
'consideration  of  the  members  of  both  Houses.  The  said  com- 
1  mittees  further  agreed  that  the  election  for  President  should  be 
1  held  at  the  same  place  in  the  afternoon  of  the  morrow,  when 
'  the  persons  nominated  for  President  shall  be  balloted  for  by 
'writing  his  or  their  names  on  several  pieces  of  paper,  and  the 
1  person  who  has  the  greatest  number  of  voices  (provided  he  has 
'a  majority  of  the  votes  of  members  present)  shall  be  President; 
1  and  in  case  it  should  happen  that  no  person  nominated  should 
1  have  a  majority  of  votes  of  the  members  present,  then  and  in 
1  such  case  the  two  highest  in  vote  shall  be  balloted  for  again. 
'  But  if  it  should  so  happen  that  two  or  more  persons  next  to 
'  the  highest  should  be  equal  in  vote,  then  the  said  two  or  more 
'  persons  shall  be  voted  for  again,  and  the  person  who  has  the 
1  greatest  number  of  voices  of  those  last  mentioned  shall  be  bal- 
'  foted  for  as  aforesaid  together  with  the  person  who  was  highest 
'  in  vote  upon  the  first  election,  and  the  person  who  is  highest 
1  in  vote  of  those  two  last  mentioned  persons  shall  be  President ; 
'but  if  the  votes  be  equal,  in  such  case  the  Speaker  of  the  Coun- 
1  cil  shall  have  an  additional  casting  voice. 
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"The  said  committee  further  agreed  that  the  persons  suitable 
44  for  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Judge  of  the  Admiralty, 
44  the  Justices  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  the  Commissioners  for 
"  the  Continental  Loan  Office  for  this  State,  may  be  proposed  by 
4  4  any  member  on  the  day  last  aforesaid,  who  are  to  be  chosen  in 
4  4  manner  above  directed  on  some  future  day,  to  be  agreed  upon 
* '  by  both  Houses. 

"Resolved^  That  the  members  of  both  Houses,  when  assem- 
4  *  bled  together  to-morrow  afternoon,  shall  propose  the  names  of 
4  *  persons  to  be  chosen  as  two  of  the  Delegates  in  Congress,  in 
44  the  stead  of  John  Dickinson  and  John  Evans,  Esquires,  in  the 
44  method  proposed  respecting  the  President;  and  that  such  Dele- 
4  4  gates  be  elected  at  such  time  and  place  and  in  the  same  manner 
4  4  that  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  above  directed  to 
4  4  be  elected/ ' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  concurrence  of  Council  to  the  foregoing  report  and  reso- 
lution, and  inform  that  House  that  the  Council  will  attend  in  the 
State  House  in  half  an  hour  to  propose  a  person  for  President  of 
this  State. 

Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  State  House  and  there  met  the 
House  of  Assembly,  when  divers  persons  were  put  in  nomination 
for  the  office  of  President  and  their  names  taken  down  for  the 
consideration  of  the  members  of  both  Houses. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  io  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  February  12th,  1777. 

Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  *  'An  act 
against  Desertion  and  harbouring  Deserters,  or  dealing  with  them 
in  certain  cases,"  for  the  consideration  and  concurrence  of  the 
Council. 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  ' '  bill  to  punish  treasons  and  disaffected  persons  and  for 
•'the  security  of  the  Government,1 '  was  read  the  second  time, 
and,  after  some  time  being  spent  therein,  was  postponed  for 
further  consideration. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress  requesting  an  immediate  representative  from 
this  State. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  informed  the  Council  that  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly is  now  ready  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  President  for  this 
State,  agreeable  to  the  joint  resolution  of  yesterday,  and  then  he 
withdrew. 
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The  Council  met  the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  State  House, 
and  there,  in  General  Assembly,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
President  for  the  State,  and  the  members  of  both  Houses,  to  wit: 
seven  of  the  Council  and  sixteen  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  then 
present,  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  name  of  the  President 
to  be  appointed  and  put  the  same  into  the  ballot-box,  the  Speak- 
ers of  the  two  Houses,  in  the  presence  of  the  other  members, 
examined  the  ballot-box,  and  it  appearing  that  nineteen  votes, 
out  of  the  twenty-three  put  into  the  said  box,  were  in  favor  of 
the  Honorable  John  McKinley,  Esquire, 

Whereupon  the  said  John  McKinley  is  declared  duly  elected 
President  of  this  State  for  the  term  of  three  years  next  ensuing, 
and  until  the  sitting  of  the  next  General  Assembly  thereafter, 
and  no  longer,  agreeable  to  the  present  Constitution  or  system 
of  government. 

Then  divers  persons  were  put  in  nomination  as  suitable  for  the 
respective  offices  of  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  State, 
Judge  of  Admiralty,  Justices  of  the  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
Courts  for  each  County,  and  for  Commissioner  of  the  Continental 
Loan  Office  for  this  State,  and  for  Delegates  in  Congress  in  the 
stead  of  John  Dickinson  and  John  Evans,  Esquires. 

The  Council  then  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  February  13th,  1777. 

Council  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  "bill  to 
punish  treasons  and  disaffected  persons,  &c.,M  and  divers  amend- 
ments being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  same  were  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  this 
House  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 
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.  Mr.  Wiltbank  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  "bill  for  supporting  and 
establishing  the  Bills  of  Credit  issued  by  Congress,  &c.,"  which, 
by  order,  was  read  the  second  time  and  deferred  for  further  con- 
sideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  February  14th,  1777. 

Council  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  "bill  for 
supporting  and  establishing  the  Bills  of  Credit  issued  by  Con- 
gress, &c,"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein  the  same  was 
deferred  till  the  afternoon. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met. 

Mr.  Collins,  having  returned  from  the  camp  in  New  Jersey, 
appeared,  but  being  indisposed  prayed  leave  of  absence.  Tne 
same  was  granted. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Clothing,  with  the  following  resolution  relative 
thereto,  to  wit : 
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"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Friday,  A.  M.,  February  7th,  1777. 

"On  motion, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Captains  Kirkwood  and  Anderson  march 
"their  companies  forthwith  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  order 
"  that  they  may  be  clothed  as  speedily  as  possible.' 

And  returned  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  establish- 
ing the  Militia,"  with  sundry  amendments  thereto,  proposed  for 
consideration  and  concurrence  of  the  Council, 

Which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

* 
The  bill  for  supporting  and  establishing  the  Bills  of  Credit 

issued  by  Congress,  under  consideration  in  the  forenoon,  was 

resumed,  and  divers  amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to, 

the  same  were  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  for  their 
consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  February  15th,  1777. 

Council  met,  and  took  into  consideration  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  march  of  the  Captains  Kirk- 
wood and  Anderson,  which,  being  read,  was  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  their  resolution  aforesaid  and  letter  from  the  Commissary 
General  relative  thereto,  with  the  concurrence  of  Council,  and 
return  to  that  House  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  14th 

ianuary,  recommending  it  to  the  different  Legislatures  to  enact 
iws  preventing  the  counterfeiting  the  Continental  Bills  of  Credit, 
&c. 
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ltfr.  Wiltbank  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  orders  aforesaid. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  against  Desertion  and  harbouring 
Deserters,  &c,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  divers  amend- 
ments being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  same  were  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  amendments  thereto  proposed  for  their 
consideration  and  concurrence,  who,  being  returned,  reported 
that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  the 
order  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  February  17th,  1777. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  against  De- 
sertion and  harbouring  Deserters,  &c.,M  with  the  amendments 
thereto  proposed  by  this  House,  to  all  of  which  the  House  of 
Assembly  had  agreed.  And  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  sup- 
porting and  establishing  the  Bills  of  Credit  issued  by  Congress, 
&c,"  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House,  to  which 
the  House  of  Assembly  had  also  agreed. 

And  the  same  member  delivered  at  the  Chair  a  "bill  for  aiding 
the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  for 
altering  the  times  of  holding  the  said  Court  and  the  Courts  of 
General  Quarter  Sessions  and  Common  Pleas."  And  a  bill  in- 
titled  "An  act  to  render  parts  of  divers  Acts  of  Assembly  and 
certain  law  proceedings  more  conformable  to  the  present  Consti- 
tution/' 

Which  were  laid  on  the  table. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  better  establishing  the  Militia, ' '  as  returned  by  the 
House  of  Assembly  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed,  and 
divers  amendments  being  made  to  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  House  of  Assembly,  the  same  were  agreed  to  and  ordered  to 
be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  amendments,  also  a  message  assigning  the 
reasons  for  rejecting  the  first  amendment  proposed  to  said  bill. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  February  18th,  1777. 

Council  met,  and  took  into  consideration  the  6th  amendment 
proposed  by  them  to  the  4th  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly respecting  the  granting  to  Col.  Jno.  Tones,  on  certain  condi- 
tions, an  exclusive  right  to  make  salt  in  this  State  for  sale  for  five 
years,  &c.t  and  do  adhere  to  the  same. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  mes- 
sage to  the  House  of  Assembly  assigning  the  reasons  for  adher- 
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ing  to  the  6th  amendment  proposed  to  the  resolution  aforesaid, 
and  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  bassett  were  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  message  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  laid  one  on  the  table,  which  was  read,  and,  after 
some  amendments  made,  was  transcribed,  signed  by  the  Speaker, 
and  is  as  follows  :* 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  message. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  of  free  and  general  pardon,  indemnity 
and  oblivion, ' '  was  read  the  second  time  and  postponed  for  further 
consideration. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better 
establishing  the  Militia,,,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  the  con- 
sent of  that  House  to  recede  from  their  first  amendment  proposed 
to  the  said  bill,  and  the  amendments  proposed  and  concurred  in 
as  aforesaid  being  made  in  the  bill,  ordered  that  the  same  be  en- 
grossed. 

*  This  message  does  not  appear  to  have  been  placed  on  record. 
IO 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  LC 


74  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 

The  bill  "for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  for  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  said 
Court  and  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  and  Common 
Pleas,"  was,  by  order,  read  the  ist  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  render  parts  of  divers  acts  of 
Assembly  and  certain  law  proceedings  more  conformable  to  the 
present  Constitution,"  was  also  read  the  first  time. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution, 
to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Tuesday,  P.  M.,  February  18th,  1777. 

"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  the  Gen- 
"eral  Assembly  should  proceed  to  the  choice  of  the  remaining 
"Civil  Officers  of  this  State,  who  are  in  nomination,  on  Thursday 
"morning  next,  and  that  the  Council  be  requested  to  concur 
"herein.,, 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  considera- 
tion. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  February  19th,  1777. 

Council  met. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  bill  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  for  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  said 
Court  and  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  and  Common 
Pleas,  was  read  a  second  time  and  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  votes  and  proceedings 
of  that  branch  of  the  Council  of  Safety  for  New  Castle  County 
since  their  appointment  in  November  last,  together  with  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  of  that  House,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Tuesday,  P.  M.,  February  18th,  1777. 

"The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  votes  and  pro- 
"ceedings  of  that  branch  of  the  Council  of  Safety  residing  in 
"the  County  of  New  Castle  (since  the  last  sitting  of  the  General 
"  Assembly5,  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  same  were 
"approved  of;  and  as  to  that  part  ot  the  said  proceedings  which 
"relates  to  the  application  of  the  Militia  who  marched  from  this 
"State  to  join  the  Continental  army  respecting  a  bounty  therefor, 

"Resolved,  That  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  private 
"that  marched  from  this  State  to  join  General  Washington,  and 
"who  remained  in  service  for  the  space  of  six  weeks  from  the 
"time  of  marching  until  such  person  was  regularly  discharged 
"by  order  of  the  General,  shall  be  allowed  a  bounty  of  six  dol- 
"lars." 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  votes  and  proceedings  of  that  branch  of  the  Council  of 
Safety  residing  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  with  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  aforesaid,  were  severally  read,  and  the 
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same  being  taken  into  consideration,  the  same  votes  and  proceed- 
ings were  generally  approved  of  by  Council  and  the  said  resolu- 
tion concurred  in. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  of  free  and  general  pardon,  indemnity  and  oblivion, ' '  and  the 
same  being  again  read  was  unanimously  rejected. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  memorial  from  himself,  as  one 
of  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress,  representing  that 
such  is  the  state  of  his  private  affairs  at  present  that  it  will  be 
very  injurious  to  him  to  give  his  attendance  in  Congress  for  some 
months  to  come,  which  may,  with  just  reason,  be  expected  by  the 
General  Assembly,  therefore  he  prayed  leave  to  resign  his  seat 
in  Congress. 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  and  postponed  for  consideration. 

It  appearing  to  the  Council  that  Boaz  Manlove,  late  of  Sussex 
County,  doth  retain  in  his  hands  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
eighty  pounds,  part  of  the  Sussex  County  quota  of  the  Bills  of 
Credit  ordered  to  be  emitted  by  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
five,  entitled  *  *  An  act  for  emitting  the  sum  of  Thirty  Thousand 
Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  on  loan,  and  providing  a  fund  for  pay- 
ment of  Public  Debts/'  and  deposited  in  his  hands  as  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  bills, 

On  motion,  leave  is  granted  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  recovery 
of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  three  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  with 
interest  from  the  first  day  of  April  last  past,  and  thereupon  Mr. 
Bassett  delivered  a  bill  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  at  the  table, 
which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  yesterday  respect- 
ing the  choice  of  the  remaining  civil  officers  on  Thursday  morning 
next  was  taken  into  consideration,  and,  on  motion,  the  following 
message,  drawn  up  at  the  table,  was  transcribed,  and,  by  order, 
signed  by  the  Speaker,  to  wit : 

"A  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  COUNCIL  TO  THE  HOUSE 
-OF  ASSEMBLY. 

"Gentlemen: 

"The  Council  having  taken  into  consideration  the  resolution 
"of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  choice  of  the  remaining  Civil 
"  Officers  of  this  State  on  Thursday  morning  next,  are  of  opinion, 
"upon  a  review  of  the  other  business  before  them,  that  the  time 
"of  choosing  those  officers  had  better  be  postponed  till  Friday 
"morning  next,  and  wish  that  that  time  may  be  approved  of  by 
1 '  the  House  of  Assembly. ' ' 

The  bill  against  Desertion  and  harbouring  of  Deserters,  &c. , 
and  the  bill  for  the  supporting  and  establishing  the  Bills  of  Credit 
issued  by  Congress,  &c,  being  severally  examined  and  compared 
with  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council,  and  the  same  ap- 
pearing to  have  been  severally  made  and  entered  in  the  said  bills, 
the  Council  consent  that  the  said  bills  be  enacted  into  laws. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sykes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  message  aforesaid  and  the  two  last  mentioned  bills,  together 
with  the  bill  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  of  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Sykes,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  and  delivered  the  papers  given  to  him  in 
charge  according  to  order. 
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On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  for  the  recovery  of  a  sum  of  money  due  from  Boaz 
Manlove  to  this  State  was  read  a  second  time,  and,  after  some 
amendments  made,  passed  this  House,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  a  written  message  from 
the  Assembly,  in  answer  to  the  message  from  the  Council  con- 
taining their  reasons  for  adhering  to  their  amendment  of  the  4th 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  granting  to  Col.  Jones, 
on  certain  conditions,  an  exclusive  right  to  make  salt  in  this  State 
for  sale  for  five  years,  and  the  same  being  read  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  the  following  resolution 
of  that  House,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Wednesday,  A.  M.,  February  19th,  1777. 

"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Tones,  and  Mr.  Robin - 
"son  be  a  committee  to  join  Messrs.  Sykes  and  Vandyke,  a 
"committee  of  Council,  to  state  an  account  of  expenditures  by 
"this  State  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Continent. " 

Which  was  read  and  approved. 

The  member  from  the  Assembly  aforesaid  also  delivered  at  the 
Chair  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  proposal 
made  by  the  Council  in  their  message  of  this  day  for  postponing 
the  choice  of  the  remaining  civil  officers  of  this  State  till  Friday 
morning  next. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  of  free  and  general  pardon,  indem- 
nity and  oblivion,"  and  inform  that  House  that  the  said  bill  is 
rejected  by  the  Council. 
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And  with  the  bill  for  the  recovery  of  a  sum  of  money  due  from 
Boaz  Manlove  to  the  Delaware  State,  for  their  perusal  and  con- 
currence. 

And  with  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  New  Castle  County,  with  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly thereon,  and  for  a  bounty  to  be  allowed  to  such  of  the 
Militia  as  marched  and  served  six  weeks,  &c,  with  the  approba- 
tion and  concurrence  of  Council. 

And  with  the  orders  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  arresting 
Boaz  Manlove  and  Thomas  Robinson,  and  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms'  return  thereon,  and  the  letter  from  the  said  Thomas  Rob- 
inson to  James  Garrigen,  Esq. 

And  with  the  approbation  of  Council  to  an  appointment  of  the 
Committee  for  Publick  Expenditures. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  20th  February. 

Council  met,  and  took  into  consideration  the  written  message 
from  the  House  of  Assembly  of  yesterday  respecting  the  grant 
of  an  exclusive  right,  on  certain  conditions,  to  CoL  Jones  to 
make  salt  in  this  State  for  sale  for  the  term  of  five  years,  and 
some  time  being  spent  thereon,  the  following  message,  being 
drawn  up  at  the  table,  was  agreed  to,  and  transcribed  and  or- 
dered to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker :  * 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  for  the  recovery  of  a  sum  of 
money  due  from  Boaz  Manlove  to  the  Delaware  State,  with  a 


*  The  message  is  not  recorded  in  the  minutes. 
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paper  of  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  there- 
to, which,  being  read  and  considered,  were  agreed  to,  and  being 
made  in  the  bill  the  same  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  bill  entitled, 

"An  act  to  render  parts  of  divers  acts  of  Assembly  and  cer- 
tain law  proceedings  more  conformable  to  the  present  Consti- 
tution,'' 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  several  amendments  proposed 
being  agreed  to,  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  were  ordered  to 
be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration 
and  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  last  bill  and  its  amendments  and  the  foregoing  message  from 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered 
the  same  according  to  order. 

The  Militia  bill  being  engrossed  was  read  and  compared  at  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their 
examination. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  February  21st,  1777. 

Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  the  following  resolution, 
to  wit : 
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"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Friday,  A.  M.,  February  21st,  1777. 

"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Common 
"  Pleas  for  the  County  of  New  Castle  do  deliver  the  seal  of  the 
"said  county,  used  in  his  office,  unto  the  Honorable  the  Speaker 
"of  the  Council,  the  same  seal  being  established  as  the  Great 
"  Seal  of  this  State  until  a  new  one  is  made  and  delivered  to  the 
"  President  and  Commander-in-Chief;  and  then  it  is  ordered  that 
"the  seal  aforesaid  be  redelivered  to  the  Prothonotary." 

Read  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sykes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  above  resolution  and  concurrence  of  Council  thereto. 

Mr.  Sykes,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  order. 

The  Council,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  met  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  State  and  the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  State  House, 
and  the  President  and  members  of  both  Houses  having  prepared 
tickets  with  the  names  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  to 
be  appointed  for  the  State  and  put  the  same  into  the  ballot-box, 
the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses,  in  presence  of  the  President 
and  the  members,  examined  the  ballot-box,  and  it  appearing  that 
there  was  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Richard  M.  William, 
Esquire,  as  ChiefTustice  of  the  said  Court,  and  a  majority  of 
votes  in  favor  of  Caesar  Rodney,  Esquire,  as  second  Justice  of 
the  said  Court,  and  a  majority  of  the  votes  in  favor  of  James 
Sykes,  Esquire,  as  third  Justice  of  the  said  Court, 

Thereupon  the  said  Richard  M.  William,  Caesar  Rodney,  and 
James  Sykes  are  declared  duly  elected  and  appointed  Justices  of 
the  Supreme  Court  for  the  State. 

Then  the  President  and  members  of  both  Houses  proceeded, 
in  like  manner,  to  ballot  for  a  Judge  of  Admiralty,  and  it  appear- 
ing that  there  was  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Nicholas  Van- 
dyke, Esquire, 

Thereupon  the  said  Nicholas  Vandyke  is  declared  duly  elected 
and  appointed  Judge  of  Admiralty. 
II 
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Then  the  President  and  members  of  both  Houses  proceeded, 
in  like  manner,  to  ballot  for  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and 
it  appearing  that  the  votes  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  John 
Jones,  Esquire,  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  said  Courts  ;  James  Lati- 
mer, Esquire,  as  second  Justice ;  John  Thompson,  Esquire,  as 
third  Justice,  and  Abraham  Robinson,  Esquire,  as  fourth  Justice 
of  the  said  Courts, 

Thereupon  the  said  John  Jones,  James  Latimer,  John  Thomp- 
son, and  Abraham  Robinson  are  declared  duly  elected  and  ap- 
pointed Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
Court  for  New  Castle  County. 

Then  the  President  and  members  of  both  Houses  proceeded, 
in  like  manner,  to  ballot  for  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  it  appear- 
ing that  the  votes  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  Thomas  Tilton, 
Esquire,  as  Chief  Justice;  John  Clark,  Esquire,  as  second  Justice; 
Richard  Smith,  Esquire,  as  third  Justice,  and  Thomas  White, 
Esq'r,  as  fourth  Justice  of  the  said  Courts, 

Thereupon  the  said  Thomas  Tilton,  John  Clark,  Richard 
Smith,  and  Thomas  White  are  declared  duly  elected  and  ap- 
pointed Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
Courts  for  Kent  County. 

Then  the  President  and  members  of  both  Houses  proceeded, 
in  like  manner,  to  ballot  for  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  and  it  ap- 
pearing that  twenty  votes,  of  the  twenty-one  persons  voting,  were 
in  favor  of  John  Wiltbank,  Esquire,  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  said 
Courts ;  and  the  votes  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  William 
Polk,  Esquire,  as  second  Justice,  and  of  John  Laws,  Esquire,  as 
third  Justice,  and  that  there  was  a  majority  of  the  votes  in  favor 
of  Isaac  Smith,  Esquire,  as  fourth  Justice  of  the  said  Courts, 

Thereupon  the  said  John  Wiltbank,  William  Polk,  John  Laws, 
and  Isaac  Smith  are  duly  declared  elected  and  appointed  Justices 
of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  for  Sussex 
County. 

Then  the  President  withdrew,  and  the  members  of  both  Houses 
proceeded,  in  like  manner,  to  ballot  for  a  Commissioner  of  the 
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Continental  Loan  Office  for  this  State,  and  it  appearing  that  the 
votes  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  Samuel  Patterson,  Esq'r, 

Thereupon  the  said  Samuel  Patterson  is  declared  duly  elected 
and  appointed  Commissioner  of  the  Continental  Loan  Office  for 
this  State. 

Then  the  members  of  both  Houses  proceeded,  in  like  manner, 
to  ballot  for  two  Delegates  to  serve  in  Congress  in  the  stead  of 
John  Dickinson  and  John  Evans,  Esquires,  and  it  appearing  that 
there  was  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Nicholas  Vandyke  and 
James  Sykes,  Esquires, 

Thereupon  the  said  Nicholas  Vandyke  and  James  Sykes  are 
declared  duly  chosen  and  appointed  Delegates  to  represent  this 
State  in  Congress  in  the  stead  of  John  Dickinson  and  John 
Evans. 

Then  the  members  of  the  two  Houses  proceeded  also  to  the 
choice  of  Military  Treasurers,  and  it  appearing  that  the  following 
gentlemen  were  unanimously  elected,  to  wit :  Samuel  Patterson, 
Esq'r,  for  the  County  of  New  Castle ;  John  Banning,  Esa'r,  for 
the  County  of  Kent,  and  John  Rodney,  Esq'r,  for  the  (bounty 
of  Sussex,  thereupon  they  are  declared  duly  appointed  to  the 
said  office. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

The  bill  for  the  recovery  of  a  sum  of  money  due  from  Boaz 
Manlove  to  the  Delaware  State,  being  engrossed,  was  read  and 
compared  at  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  their  examination. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill,  and  also  the  bill  for  the  better  establishing  a 
Militia  in  this  State. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  February  22d. 
Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  punish 
treasons  and  disaffected  persons,  &c.,M  with  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Council,  to  all  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly 
concurred  except  the  5th,  7th,  8th,  nth  and  13th.  As  to  the 
14th  they  propose  two  amendments.  Also  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  render  parts  of  divers  Acts  of  Assembly  and  certain  law 
proceedings  more  conformable  to  the  present  Constitution,"  with 
the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House,  to  all  of  which  the 
House  of  Assembly  agreed  except  the  1st. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  following  message,  drawn  up  at  the  table, 
be  transcribed,  signed  by  the  Speaker  and  sent  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  to  wit : 

Gentlemen  : 

As  you  have  rejected  the  first  amendment  proposed  to  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  render  parts  of  divers  acts  of  Assembly 
and  certain  law  proceedings  more  conformable  to  the  present 
Constitution,,,  without  assigning  the  reasons  of  your  dissent,  and 
the  Council  still  retaining  their  opinion  that  the  amendment  is  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1777.  85 

necessary  one  to  make  the  recital,  in  which  the  amendment  is 
proposed,  correspond  with  the  enacting  clause  providing  the 
remedy,  either  the  one  or  the  other  requires  an  amendment ; 
therefore,  to  save  time,  as  the  session  is  so  near  a  conclusion,  the 
Council  do  propose  to  the  House  of  Assembly  a  conference  of 
two  or  more  members  from  each  House  upon  the  subject  matter 
of  this  amendment.  • 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
said  message. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  mes- 
sage according  to  order. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of 
Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  settling  and  adjusting  the 
accounts  of  the  officers  and  privates  in  the  2d  Delaware  Bat- 
talion of  the  Flying  Camp,  commanded  by  Col.  Samuel  Patter- 
son, from  the  time  of  their  enlistment  to  their  being  passed  by 
the  Commissary  of  Musters,  brought  in  their  report  with  respect 
to  Thomas  Skillington's  account,  unsettled  at  a  former  meeting 
of  said  committee,  which,  by  order,  was  read,  and  follows  in  these 
words,  to  wit : 

14  The  committee  of  Council  appointed  to  confer  with  a  com- 
"mittee  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  settling  and 
"adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and  privates  in  the  2d 
"  Delaware  Battalion  of  the  Flying  Camp,  commanded  by  Col. 
"Samuel  Patterson,  from  the  time  of  their  inlistment  to  their 
"being  passed  by  the  Commissary  of  Musters,  at  Philadelphia, 
"do  report  that  they  met  the  committee  of  Assembly  to  settle 
"and  adjust  the  account  of  Captain  Thomas  Skillington,  who 
"commanded  a  company  in  said  battalion  (which,  by  a  former 
"report  of  said  committee  is  mentioned  not  to  have  been  laid 
44  before  them  at  their  first  meeting),  and  they  find  the  amount 
11  of  the  same,  for  pay,  subsistence,  inlisting,  and  other  charges, 
41  specified  in  an  account  of  particulars  herewith  returned,  to  be 
41  ^365  :  9  :  11,  which  your  committee  submit  to  the  examination 
"and  correction  of  Council.  And  your  committee  do  further 
"report  it  as  their  opinion  that  a  committee  of  3  persons  be 
4 'appointed,  two  by  die  House  of  Assembly  and  one  by  the 
"Council,  in  each  county,  to  settle  what  sum  of  money  is  due  to 
4 'each  private  in  the  battalion  aforesaid,  as  well  for  nis  service 
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4  *  from  the  time  of  passing  muster,  at  Philadelphia,  as  for  his  pay 
"and  subsistence  from  his  inlistment  to  the  time  of  muster afore- 
"said  ;  and  that  such  settlements  ought  to  be  made  by  the  said 
"committee,  respectively,  in  presence  of  the  captains  and  pri- 
"  vates,  or  their  representatives,  from  time  to  time,  upon  8  days' 
"notice  given  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  by  advertise- 
ment." 

The  foregoing  report  being  read  the  2d  time  and  considered, 
passed  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  tnanscribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

The  report  of  the  same  committee  as  to  the  other  accounts  of 
the  same  battalion,  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  the  ioth 
instant,  was,  by  order,  read  a  2d  time  and  concurred  in  by  the 
Council. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  deliver  the  said  several  reports, 
together  with  the  accounts  therein  referred  to,  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  resolutions  of  that  House  respect- 
ing Col.  Jones's  petition  for  an  exclusive  right  to  make  salt,  &c, 
with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  Council,  also  an 
amendment  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  their  4th 
resolution,  and  delivered  the  resolutions  following,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  A.  M.,  February  22d,  1777. 

"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  be  requested 
1 '  to  write  to  General  Washington,  informing  him  of  the  receipt 
"of  his  letter  of  the  31st  of  January  last;  that  in  consequence 
"thereof  the  Legislature  of  this  State  have  passed  an  'An  act 
"against  desertion  and  harbouring  deserters,  or  dealing  with 
"them  in  certain  cases,'  which  they  flatter  themselves  will  an- 
"  swer  the  intended  purpose. 
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"That  the  General  Assembly  have  been  informed  that  Col. 
44  Bedford  and  Major  McDonough  decline  going  into  the  service 
"of  the  army.  • 

4  •  That  the  recruiting  of  the  Delaware  Battalion  goes  on  very 
44  slowly,  occasioned,  as  is  apprehended,  by  the  want  of  the  va- 
44  cancies  of  officers  in  the  said  battalion  being  filled  up,  and  the 
4  4  great  number  of  parties  from  other  States  now  recruiting  in 
"this." 

44  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
14  Saturday,  A.  M.,  February  22d,  1777. 

44  On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  be  and  he  is  hereby  impowered 
44  and  directed  to  issue  his  proclamation  for  continuing  all  offi- 
44  cers,  civil  and  military,  in  this  State,  in  the  full  exercise  of  their 
"respective  offices,  according  to  the  present  Constitution,  until 
44  superceded  by  new  appointments." 

Also,  the  following  verbal  message,  to  wit : 

44  Verbal  Message  to  the  Council  from  the  Assembly. 

44  The  House  of  Assembly  have  concurred  in  your  proposition 
44  for  appointing  conferees  respecting  the  1st  amendment  proposed 
44  to  the  bill  entitled  4An  act  to  render  parts  of  divers  acts  of  As- 
"sembly  and  certain  law  proceedings  more  conformable  to  the 
4 'present  Constitution,'  and  have  appointed  Jacob  Moore  and 
14 Charles  Ridgely,  Esquires,  for  that  service." 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Sykes  and  Bassett  be  a  committee  on 
the  part  of  this  House  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

A  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  orders,  to 
wit: 

44  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
4 'Saturday,  A  M.,  February  22d,  1777. 

44  The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petition  from 
"Robert  Burton,   Leatherberry  Barker,  William  Bagwell,  and 
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"  William  Milby,  inhabitants  of  this  State,  now  prisoners  in  the 
"goal  of  Philadelphia,  and  thereupon 

"Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  President  and 
"Commander-in-Chief,  who  is  requested  to  write  to  the  Council 
"of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  to  permit  the  petitioners  to  be 
"brought  into  this  State,  as  well  as  any  other  subject  of  this 
"State  who  may  be  now  confined,  by  their  order,  for  any  State 
"offence,  except  against  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  dealt 
"  with  according  to  law." 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Friday,  P.  M.,  February  21st,  1777. 

"The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Publick  Accounts  was,  by 
"order,  read  the  2d  time  and  agreed  to  except  the  4th  article 
"thereof,  which  was  recommitted  to  the  same  committee.' ' 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  1st  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Council  to  the  kill  entitled  "An  act  to  render  parts  of  divers 
acts  of  Assembly  and  certain  law  proceedings  more  conformable 
to  the  present  Constitution,"  now  report  that  they  had  met  ihe 
committee  of  conferees  and  agreed  on  certain  amendments  neces- 
sary to  be  made  in  the  said  bill,  and  that  they  had  delivered  the 
same  bill  to  the  committee,  that  the  amendments  agreed  to  might 
be  made  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  which  this  House  approves. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  aforesaid  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  to  the  amendments  made  and  agreed  to  by  die 
committee  of  conferees. 
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A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  printing  and  emitting  ,£15,000  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State 
to  be  let  out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  A  10,000 
in  such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State  and  for  providing  a  fund  for 
sinking  the  same,"  with  divers  amendments  thereto  proposed,  for 
the  consideration  and  concurrence  of  Council. 

Also,  the  following  resolution,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  P.  M.,  February  22,  1777. 

" Resolved,  That  the  President,  or  Commander-in-Chief,  be 
"impowered  to  draw  on  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  for  this 
"State,  or  any  of  them,  for  such  sums  as  have  been  agreed  by 
"the  General  Assembly  to  be  due  to  any  person  or  persons  upon 
"the  reports  of  the  committee  on  accounts  liquidated,  he  taking 
"receipts  for  said  draughts,  out  of  the  sum  of  ,£10,000  to  be 
"  struck  and  given  for  the  defence  and  use  of  this  State  in  pursu- 
"ance  of  an  act,  passed  this  session,  entitled  'An  act  for  printing 
"and  emitting  ,£15,000  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State  to  be  let 
"out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  ^10,000  in 
11  such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State  and  for  providing  a  fund  for 
"sinking  the  same.'  " 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amendments  proposed 
by  them  to  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  punish  treasons  and  disaffected  persons,  &c.,M  and  the  amend- 
ment proposed  to  the  14th  amendment,  and  do  adhere  to  the 
same ;  as  to  the  amendments  proposed  concurred  in. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  message 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  assigning  the  reasons  for  adhering  to 
their  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill  aforesaid,  and  Messrs. 
Sykes  and  Bassett  were  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  message  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  laid  one  on  the  table,  wnich  was  read,  and,  after 
some  amendments  made,  transcribed  and  signed  by  the  Speaker, 
and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 
12 
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Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  have  reconsidered  the  several  amendments  pro- 
posed by  them  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  punish  treasons  and 
disaffected  persons,  and  for  the  security  of  the  Government/  *  and 
not  agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  do  adhere  to  them 
severally  for  the  following  reasons,  that  is  to  say  : 

As  to  their  5th  amendment,  for  that  the  word  High,  proposed 
to  be  struck  out  in  the  amendment,  is  not  used  in  the  Statute  of 
25th  of  Edward  the  3d,  stiled  the  Statute  of  Treason  in  Great 
Britain,  the  form  whereof  is  evidently  made  the  basis  of  the 
present  clause,  and  justly  so,  as  that  statute  hath  been  esteemed 
a  good  and  equitable  law  between  the  governor  and  governed, 
and  the  construction  thereof  clearly  ascertained. 

As  to  their  7th  amendment,  for  that  it  tends  to  take  off  the 
dangerous  consequences  attending  the  misconstruction  of  words 
or  expressions  used  in  common  conversation,  and  preserves  free- 
dom of  speech  and  privilege  of  freemen,  whereas  the  clause  to 
which  this  amendment  is  proposed,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council, 
will  encourage  a  race  of  informers,  the  pest  of  society,  and  who 
always  were  the  engines  of  tyrants  in  every  State.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  just  cause  in  wnich  all  America  is  embarked  is  not 
to  be  injured  by  the  speeches  of  rash,  foolish  or  wicked  individ- 
uals, or  at  least  they  are  not  to  be  so  much  apprehended  as  the 
effects  of  so  dangerous  a  precedent  in  the  infancy  of  our  Govern- 
ment. 

The  8th  amendment  is  adhered  to  as  a  consequence  of  the  7th. 

As  to  their  nth  amendment,  for  that,  they  are  of  opinion,  an 
increase  of  the  fine  and  time  of  imprisonment  would  equally  tend 
to  prevent  a  breach  of  the  law,  and  the  execution  thereof  by  no 
means  be  so  disagreeable  to  humanity.  It  is  frequently  found, 
by  experience,  that  ignominious  and  disgraceful  punishment 
hardens  more  offenders  than  they  reclaim. 

As  to  their  13th  amendment,  because  they  do  conceive  that  the 
oath  or  teste  prescribed  in  the  system  of  government,  and  recited 
in  this  clause,  contains,  in  substance,  the  whole  of  the  additional 
teste  proposed  in  the  bill,  and  the  Council  apprehend  it  would 
be  wrong,  without  some  evident  necessity,  thus  early  to  add  or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  777.  91 

diminish  from  that  form  held  out  to  the  people,  more  especially 
as  the  teste  prescribed  in  the  system  of  government,  and  no 
other,  was  taken  by  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  who 
are  in  the  first  department  in  the  State,  with  whom  the  people 
have  intrusted  their  lives,  liberties  and  properties.  The  Council 
therefore  cannot  think  it  necessary  that  those  persons  who  are  to 
fill  the  inferior  departments  should  be  obliged  to  take  any  other. 

These  reasons  weigh  strongly  with  the  Council.  Many  others 
might  be  adduced ;  but  they  flatter  themselves  that  when  the 
House  of  Assembly  review  the  parts  of  the  bill  particularly 
objected  to  they  will  adopt  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Council. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  the  following  resolutions, 
to  wit: 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  P.  M.,  February  22d,  1777. 

"  The  House  took  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  Fort  on 
"Xtiana  River,  in  the  Borough  of  Wilmington,  together  with  the 
"publick  powder  and  other  military  stores  kept  in  the  magazines 
41  in  the  said  fort,  and,  on  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  said  fort,  together  with  the  powder  and 
"other  military  stores  be  put  under  the  command  and  care  of  a 
"Fort  Major,  two  Sergeants  and  twelve  privates,  to  be  immedi- 
ately raised,  paid  and  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  State, 
"  until  discharged  by  the  General  Assembly  thereof. 

"That  the  pay  of  the  said  troops  per  kalender  month  be  as 
follows : 


{ 


Fort  Major,  18  dollars. 
'  To   -J    Each  Sergeant,  8  dollars. 
Private,     5 


"That  in  lieu  of  rations,  each  person  be  allowed  10s.  per  week 
"for  his  subsistence,  and  the  commanding  officer  to  have  double 
"that  sum. 

"Resolved,  That  Capt.  Ralph  Walker,  of  the  Borough  of  Wil- 
"  mington,  be  appointed  Fort  Major  (instead  of  Mr.  Charles  West, 
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1 '  late  Fort  Major,  who  is  rendered  incapable  of  that  office),  and 
'  *  that  he  be  commissioned  by  the  President  and  Commander-in- 
"  Chief  accordingly  ;  which  said  Fort  Major  shall  forthwith  inlist 
11  the  number  of  persons  above  mentioned,  who,  from  the  time 
"of  inlistment,  shall  receive  the  pay  and  subsistence  aforesaid. 

"Resolved,  That  the  said  Fort  Major  take  under  his  care  and 
1 '  direction  any  fire-rafts  that  may  be  built  or  brought  into  this 
' '  State,  and  be  subject  to  the  command  of  the  President  or  Com- 
mander-in-Chief/' 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  following  papers,  to  wit : 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  punish  treasons,  &c.,M  and  mes- 
sage assigning  the  reasons  of  Council  for  adhering  to  the  amend- 
ments proposed  to  the  said  bill ; 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  render  divers  acts  of  Assembly, 
&c,  more  conformable  to  the  present  Constitution  ;" 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Publick  Accounts,  with  the 
concurrence  of  Council ; 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Fort  Major,  and  concurrence  of  Council  thereto  ; 

The  resolutions  on  Col.  Jones's  petition  respecting  salt  works, 
with  the  further  amendments  proposed  by  Council ; 

The  resolution  impowering  the  President  to  issue  his  procla- 
mation for  continuing  officers,  with  concurrence  of  Council ; 

The  resolution  upon  the  petition  of  Robert  Burton  and  others, 
with  concurrence  of  Council. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Capt.  Skillington's  account,  and  resolution  of  Council 
thereon,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and 
appointment  of  David  Finney,  Esq.,  and  Col.  George  Latimer 
a  Committee  for  the  County  of  New  Castle ;  Messrs.  John  Prior 
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and  French  Battle  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  Isaac  Horsey, 
Esq'r,  and  Mr.  John  Tenant  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  for  the 
service  therein  proposed. 

[Vide  the  report  for  persons  appointed  on  the  part  of  Council, 
and  enter  it]  * 

Also,  the  resolutions  respecting  salt  works,  with  concurrence 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  amendment  last  proposed  by 
the  Council  to  the  4th  resolution  instead  of  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  House  of  Assembly,  which  being  made,  the  said 
resolutions  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"Resolved,  1.  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  be  let 
"  by  this  State  upon  loan  to  the  said  Col.  John  Jones  (the  better 
41  to  enable  him  to  carry  into  execution  his  intention  of  erecting 
"salt  works  in  this  State,  at  or  near  Indian  River,  in  Sussex 
"County,),  he,  the  said  John  Jones,  giving  bond,  with  sufficient 
"sureties,  for  the  payment  of  that  sum  at  the  expiration  of  five 
"years  from  the  date  of  said  bond. 

"  2.  That  for  the  further  encouraging  the  said  Col.  Jones  in 
"prosecuting  his  intentions  and  erecting  said  works  for  manu- 
"  factoring  the  useful  article  of  salt,  this  State  should  engage  to 
"purchase  or  take  of  him  the  quantity  of  ten  thousand  Dushels 
"of  salt,  at  the  rate  of  five  shillings  per  bushel,  annually  for  the 
"space  or  term  of  five  years,  in  consideration  of  which, 

"Resolved,  3.  That  the  said  Col.  John  Jones  ought  to  engage 
"and  bind  himself,  his  executors  and  administrators,  to  deliver, 
"for  the  use  of  this  State,  to  such  person  or  persons  as  the 
"President  shall  appoint,  all  the  salt  that  by  him  shall  be  manu- 
"factured  or  made  therein  (at  the  place  where  the  salt  works 
"shall  be  erected),  for  the  space  or  term  of  five  years  aforesaid, 
"at  the  rate  of  five  shillings  per  bushel,  so  that  the  quantity  in 
"any  one  year  during  that  term  does  not  exceed  ten  thousand 
"bushels  ;  and  that  he  should  be  bound  and  obliged  to  deliver, 
"in  each  and  every  year  during  the  term  aforesaid,  at  the  manu- 
"  factory  aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  this  State,  the  quantity  of  three 
"thousand  bushels  of  salt,  manufactured  therein  at  the  rate  afore- 
"said. 

*Thb  report  does  not  appear  on  the  record. 
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"4.  That  upon  the  said  Col.  John  Jones  complying  with  the 
'  'conditions  herein  before  expressed  to  be  by  him  entered  into 
' '  and  performed,  that  he,  the  said  Col.  John  Jones,  his  executors, 
* '  administrators  and  assigns,  ought  to  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
* '  making  salt  in  this  State  for  sale  for  and  during  the  last  four 
"years  of  the  term  aforesaid;  and  that  he  may  dispose  of  and  sell 
' '  to  such  person  or  persons  as  he  pleases,  and  at  such  prices  as 
"he  can  get,  all  the  overplus  salt  he  shall  make  after  furnishing 
' '  the  State  with  the  aforesaid  quantity  of  ten  thousand  bushels 
"annually  for  the  term  of  five  years  aforesaid. 

1 '  5.  That  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  be  drawn  for 
' '  by  the  President  out  of  the  ten  thousand  pounds  granted  by 
"the  present  General  Assembly  for  the  use  of  the  State,  under 
"whose  direction  the  bond  aforesaid  from  the  said  John  Jones 
"and  his  sureties  shall  be  taken,  with  the  further  condition  that 
"the  same  shall  be  payable  at  the  end  of  any  one  year  during 
"which  the  said  John  Jones  shall  fail  to  supply  the  aforesaid 
"  quantity  of  three  thousand  bushels  of  salt. 

"6.  That  if  the  said  John  Jones  shall  neglect  to  make  appli- 
"  cation  for  the  said  draught,  or  to  execute  his  bond  on  or  before 
"the  20th  day  of  April  next,  that  the  encouragement  proposed 
"  to  be  given  to  him  shall  cease. ' ' 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  acts  and 
resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  affix  the  Great  Seal  to 
the  same,  to  wit : 

"  In  Assembly,  February  22d,  1777,  P.  M. 

"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
"  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 

"1.  'An  act  for  supporting  and  establishing  certain  Bills  of 
"  Credit  issued  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
"and  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  the  same  and  certain  lottery 
"tickets  issued  by  their  authority,  certificates  of  the  Continental 
"  Loan  Office,  and  other  bills  of  credit  ;* 

' '  2.  'An  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in 
"the  Supreme  Court,  and  for  altering  the  times  of  holding  the 
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"said  court  and  also  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
"  and  Goal  Delivery  and  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  ;' 

"3.  'An  act  for  printing  and  emitting  ^15,000  in  Bills  of 
"  Credit  of  this  State  to  be  let  out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the 
4  further  sum  of  ^10,000  in  such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State, 
"and  for  providing  a  fund  for  sinking  the  same  ;' 

"4.  'An  act  for  the  recovery  of  a  sum  of  money  due  from 
"Boaz  Manlove,  of  the  County  of  Sussex,  to  the  Delaware 
"State;' 

11 5.     'An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia  in  this  State ;' 

"6.  'An  act  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  and  allowances  to 
"the  officers  and  persons  herein  mentioned  employed  in  the 
"  Government  of  this  State  and  for  the  providing  a  fund  for  the 
"  payment  thereof ;' 

"  7.  'An  act  to  render  parts  of  divers  acts  of  Assembly  and 
"  certain  law  proceedings  more  conformable  to  the  present  Con- 
"stitution;, 

"8.  'An  act  against  desertion  and  harbouring  deserters,  or 
"dealing  with  them  in  certain  cases.'  " 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Publick  Accounts,  and  divers  amendments  being  proposed 
to  the  1st  report  and  agreed  to,  the  same  were  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  the  Assem- 
bly with  the  said  amendments  and  following  papers,  to  wit : 

1st  and  2d  report  of  Committee  on  Public  Accounts,  with  the 
papers  therein  referred  to  ; 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  requesting  the 
Speakers  of  both  Houses  to  write  to  General  Washington,  with 
the  amendments  thereto  proposed  and  papers  therein  referred  to; 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  impowering  the 
President  to  draw  for  the  sums  appropriated  Dy  the  General  As- 
sembly, with  the  concurrence  of  Council. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 
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A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee for  adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and  privates  of 
the  2d  Delaware  Battalion,  with  the  amendments  proposed,  and 
David  Finney,  George  Latimer,  and  John  Thompson  are  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  the  County  of  New  Castle ;  John  Prior 
and  French  Battle  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  Isaac  Horsey  and 
John  Tenant  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  for  the  service  aforesaid. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  2  Privy  Counsellors, 
when  it  appeared  that  Thos.  McDonough  and  George  Latimer 
were  duly  elected. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  aforesaid  be 
drawn  up  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concur- 
rence, which  was  done,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit :  * 

Ordered,  That  the  bills  passed  this  session  be  signed  by  the 
Speaker  and  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bills  and  certificate,  also  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee for  Publick  Accounts. 

Mr.  Wiltbank  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  admitted  and  returned  the  resolutions  of  that  House 
requesting  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  to  write  to  General 
Washington,  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed.  As  to  the 
1st  and  2d,  acceded  to  ;  as  to  the  rest,  propose  an  amendment, 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Also,  the  following  resolution,  to  wit : 

"In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  P.  M.,  February  22d,  1777. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Council  be  informed  that  this  House, 
"  apprehending  the  business  before  the  General  Assembly  may 

*  The  certificate  was  left  out  by  the  Clerk. 
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"be  brought  to  a  conclusion  to-day,  propose  to  adjourn  to  Mon- 
"day,  the  2d  June  next." 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Assembly  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council 
to  the  resolution  directing  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  to  write 
to  General  Washington. 

Also  the  following  verbal  message,  to  wit : 

*'  Verbal  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to 
"the  Council. 

"The  House  has  ordered  the  Speaker  to  sign  any  draught  that 
' 4  may  be  presented  by  the  Speaker  of  Council  for  the  payment 
"  of  the  expenses  of  tne  session.' ' 

On  motion, 

Ordered^  That  the  following  verbal  message  be  transcribed, 
signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
to  wit : 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  have  been  so  engaged* 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  following  papers,  to  wit : 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  salt 
works,  and  resolutions  requesting  the  Speakers  of  ooth  Houses 
to  write  to  General  Washington,  as  amended  ; 

•  Letters  from  the  President  of  Congress,  inclosing  sundry  reso- 
lutions respecting  Continental  currency,  and  requesting  an  imme- 
diate representation  from  this  State  in  Congress  ; 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Capt.  Skillington's  account, 
with  concurrence  of  Council,  and  appointment  of  John  Thomp- 
son, Esq.,  for  the  County  of  New  Castle ;  John  Cook,  Esq.,  for 
the  County  of  Kent,  ana  William  Polk,  Esq.,  for  the  County  of 
Sussex,  on  the  part  of  this  House  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

*  The  above  is  just  as  it  is  in  the  original. 
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Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  tne  bill  to  punish  treasons 
and  disaffected  persons,  &c. ,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by 
this  House,  to  all  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly  agreed. 

Also,  delivered  the  following  verbal  message,  to  wit : 

A  Verbal  Message  to  the  Council  from  the  Assembly. 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Assembly  are  so  straitened  * 

The  bill  to  punish  treasons,  &c,  as  amended,  was  read  and 
compared  at  the  table.  Agreed  that  the  same  be  enacted  into  a 
law. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  subscribe  the  same,  which  was 
done  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  as  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  certificate,  &c,  of  the  appointment 
of  the  Delegates  to  Congress,  with  their  concurrence. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  their  expenses  this  session, 
and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  members  of  Council : 
For  New  Casde  County,   for  personal  expenses  by 

them  incurred,  to  wit :  3  members,  42  days,  .    .    .  £  74  17  9 
To  the  members  of  Kent  County,  for  same,   ....        78  17  9 
To  the  members  of  Sussex  County,  for  same,    ...        82  17  9 
To  Slator  Clay,  Clerk  of  Council,  for  40  days'  attend- 
ance, &c,  @  7s.  6, 20  17  6 

Carried  aver, ^257  10  9 

*  The  above  is  according  to  the  manuscript  record. 
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Brought  aver, £251  IO  9 

To  Jas.  Firth,  Messenger  to  Sussex, 2100 

To  Robert  Mcllheron,  the  same  to  camp 10    o  o 

To  Robert  Booth,  Messenger  to  summon  witnesses,  .  1  130 

^271  13  9 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  concurrence,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  6th  day  of  June  next. 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


NEW-CASTLE-ON-DELAWARE, 

Thursday,  May  ist,  1777. 

Council  met  in  pursuance  of  a  summons  from  his  Excellency 
John  McKinley,  Esquire,  President  and  Commander-in-Chief. 

A  quorum  of  members  not  having  attended,  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  May  2d,  1777. 
Council  met. 

It  appears  by  the  returns  of  the  Sheriffs  and  Inspectors  of  the 
Counties  of  Kent  and  Sussex  that,  pursuant  to  a  writ  from  the 
Speaker,  an  election  was  held  on  the  25th  April  last,  at  the  usual 
places  of  election,  for  the  choice  of  members  of  Council  in  the 
room  of  William  Polk  and  John  Wiltbank,  Esquires,  who  are 
appointed  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
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Court  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  and  James  Sykes,  Esquire,  who 
is  appointed  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
State,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen,  to  wit : 

FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUSSEX, 

John  Jones, 

Samuel  Shelton  Sloss. 

FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  KENT, 

John  Baning. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  May  3d. 
Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly  delivered  the  following 
message  from  his  Excellency  the  President  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, to  wit : 

A  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT  TO  THE  GEN- 
ERAL ASSEMBLY. 
"  Gentlemen: 

"  I  herewith  send  you  sundry  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the 
"  14th  ultimo,  recommending  measures  to  the  Legislatures  of 
"  each  of  the  United  States  for  the  more  speedy  furnishing  their 
' '  several  quotas  of  trooDs,  together  with  a  circular  letter  ad- 
<c  dressed  from  the  President  thereof  to  the  Assembly  of  this 
"State,  both  of  which  were  transmitted  to  me  on  the  19th  fol- 
lowing; and  Congress  deeming  it  necessary  that  the  several 
"  Legislatures  should  cause  those  measures  to  be  put  in  execu- 
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"tion  before  the  15th  day  of  this  month,  I  have  thought  it  my 
"duty,  with  the  advice  ol  the  Privy  Council,  to  call  you  together 
"at  this  time." 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  May  5th. 

Council  met 

A  quorum  of  members  not  attending,  all  business  was  post- 
poned till  Wednesday. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  May  7th. 

Council  met  Present — All  the  members  except  Messrs.  Cant- 
well,  Jones,  Sloss,  and  Dingee. 

Mr.  Baning  took  and  subscribed  the  oath  and  declaration  as 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution.* 

•The  oath,  &c,  here  mentioned,  are  given  in  the  "Qualification  Book,"  wi^h 
the  signature  of  the  member  thereto,  as  follows : 

I  [A.  B.l  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Delaware  State,  submit  to  its  Consti- 
tution and  Laws,  and  do  no  act,  wittingly,  whereby  the  freedom  thereof  may  be 
prejudiced. 

I  [A.  B.]  do  profess  faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  Jesus  Christ  his  only  Son, 
and  m  the  Holy  Ghost,  one  God,  blessed  for  evermore ;  and  I  do  acknowledge 
the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  to  be  given  by  Divine  In- 
spiration. 

JOHN  BANING. 

14 


Digitized  by 


Google 


106  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  the  following  resolution 
of  that  House,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Wednesday,  A.  M.,  May  7th,  1777. 

"Resolved*  That  no  officer,  or  other  person  (not  being  there- 
"unto  particularly  authorized  by  Congress,  or  his  Excellency 
"General  Washington,  in  pursuance  01  a  resolve  of  Congress), 
"shall  be  permitted  to  enlist  any  recruit  within  this  State  for  any 
' '  other  State  until  the  quota  of  troops  of  this  State  is  completed. '  * 

Which,  being  read,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  consid- 
eration. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  under  consideration 
in  the  forenoon  was  read  the  second  time  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  resolution  aforesaid  and  concurrence  of  Council  thereto. 

Mr.  Vandyke  prayed  leave  of  absence  till  to-morrow  afternoon. 
The  same  was  granted. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  May  8th. 

Council  met 

Mr.  Cantwell,  a  member  of  this  House,  appeared  and  took  his 
seat 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled 

"An  act  for  the  more  speedily  completing  the  quota  of  troops 
to  be  raised  in  this  State  tor  the  Continental  army, 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met 

Mr.  Speaker  being  indisposed,  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, 10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  May  9th. 

Council  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  "for 
the  more  speedily  completing?  the  quota  of  troops  to  be  raised  in 
this  State  for  the  Continental  army,"  which  was  read  the  second 
time,  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  was  postponed  till  the 
afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met 

The  bill  under  consideration  in  the  forenoon  was  taken  up,  and 
divers  amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  same  were 
transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concur- 
rence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  bill  and  amendments  thereto  proposed  for  their  consid- 
eration and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Collins,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  a  bill  entided 

"An  act  for  the  holding  the  General  Assembly  at  Dover,  in 
the  County  of  Kent" 

By  order  read  the  first  time. 

Abo,  sundry  resolutions  of  that  House,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Friday,  A.  M.,  May  9th,  1777. 

"Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  is  a  daring  invasion  of  the 
"rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  State  for  any  person  or 
' '  persons  to  impress  any  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  or  persons 

I  *  therein  residing,  either  into  the  sea  or  land  service  of  the  United 

II  States  of  America,  or  any  of  them,  under  colour  of  authority 
"  derived  from  any  State,  or  man,  or  body  of  men  whatever,  ex- 
"  cept  the  Legislature  of  this  State. 

"Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  President  and  Commander- 
-in-Chief be  requested  to  cause  to  be  apprehended  and  prose- 
"  cuted,  according  to  law,  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  pre- 
"  sume  to  violate  the  above  resolution,  and,  if  necessary,  that  the 
"  Militia  be  called  in  to  support  the  civil  authority  in  apprehend- 
"  ing  such  offenders." 
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Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Council  a  letter  received  by  him 
in  the  late  recess  of  the  General  Assembly  from  the  Honorable 
John  Hancock,  Esquire,  President  of  Congress,  inclosing  an 
attested  copy  of  the  Declaration  of  Independency  of  the  Thir- 
teen United  States  of  America,  with  the  names  of  the  Members 
of  Congress  subscribing  the  same. 

And  the  same  being  read  by  order, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  for  the  better  preserving  the  said 
act  of  independency  and  as  a  lasting  testimony  of  the  approba- 
tion thereof  by  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  this  State  in 
General  Assembly  met,  the  same  be  entered  at  large  on  the 
minutes  of  the  respective  Houses  of  this  present  General  Assem- 
bly, and  afterwards  lodged  in  the  rolls  office  among  the  laws  and 
other  publick  acts  of  this  State. 

IN  CONGRESS,  JULY  4,  1776. 

THE     UNANIMOUS     DECLARATION     OF    THE    THIRTEEN    UNITED 
STATES    OF    AMERICA. 

When,  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it  becomes  necessary 
for  one  people  to  dissolve  the  political  bands  which  have  con- 
nected them  with  another,  and  to  assume,  among  the  powers  of 
the  earth,  the  separate  and  equal  station  to  which  the  laws  of 
nature  and  of  nature's  God  entitle  them,  a  decent  respect  to  the 
opinions  of  mankind  requires  that  they  should  declare  the  causes 
which  impel  them  to  the  separation. 

We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident — That  all  men  are  cre- 
ated equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain 
unalienable  rights ;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness.  That  to  secure  these  rights,  governments 
are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just  powers  from  the 
consent  of  the  governed  ;  that  whenever  any  form  of  government 
becomes  destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to 
alter  or  to  abolish  it,  and  to  institute  new  government,  laying  its 
foundation  on  such  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  in  such 
form,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  tneir  safety  and 
happiness.  Prudence,  indeed,  will  dictate,  that  governments 
long  established  should  not  be  changed  for  light  and  transient 
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causes  ;  and  accordingly  all  experience  hath  shown  that  mankind 
are  more  disposed  to  suffer  while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to 
right  themselves  by  abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they  are  ac- 
customed. But  when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  usurpations, 
pursuing  invariably  the  same  object,  evinces  a  design  to  reduce 
them  under  absolute  despotism,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty, 
to  throw  off  such  government,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for 
theif  future  security.  Such  has  been  tne  patient  sufferance  of 
these  colonies ;  and  such  is  now  the  necessity  which  constrains 
them  to  alter  their  former  system  of  government.  The  history 
of  the  present  King  of  Great  Britain  is  a  history  of  repeated 
injuries  and  usurpations,  all  having  in  direct  object  the  establish-  , 
ment  of  an  absolute  tyranny  over  these  States.  To  prove  this, 
let  facts  be  submitted  to  a  candid  world. 

He  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws  the  most  wholesome  and 
necessary  for  the  public  good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pass  laws  of  immediate  and 
pressing  importance,  unless  suspended  in  their  operation,  till  his 
assent  should  be  obtained;  and  when  so  suspended,  he  has  utterly 
neglected  to  attend  to  them.  He  has  refused  to  pass  other  laws 
for  the  accommodation  of  large  districts  of  people,  unless  those 
people  would  relinquish  the  nght  of  representation  in  the  legis- 
lature— a  right  inestimable  to  them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants 
only. 

He  has  called  together  legislative  bodies  at  places  unusual, 
uncomfortable,  and  distant  from  the  repository  of  their  public 
records,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  fatiguing  them  into  compliance 
with  his  measures. 

He  has  dissolved  representative  houses  repeatedly,  for  op- 
posing, with  manly  firmness,  his  invasions  on  the  rights  of  the 
people. 

He  has  refused  for  a  long  time  after  such  dissolutions,  to  cause 
others  to  be  elected ;  whereby  the  legislative  powers,  incapable 
of  annihilation,  have  returned  to  the  people  at  large,  for  their 
exercise,  the  state  remaining,  in  the  meantime,  exposed  to  all  the 
dangers  of  invasion  from  without,  and  convulsions  within. 

He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  these  States  ; 
for  that  purpose  obstructing  the  laws  for  naturalization  of  foreign- 
ers ;  refusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage  their  migration  hither, 
and  raising  the  conditions  of  new  appropriations  of  lands. 
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He  has  obstructed  the  administration  of  justice,  by  refusing  his 
assent  to  laws  for  establishing  judiciary  powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  alone,  for  the  tenure 
of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their  salaries. 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  sent  hither 
swarms  of  officers,  to  harass  our  people,  and  eat  out  their  sub- 
stance. 

He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  standing  armies, 
without  the  consent  of  our  legislatures. 

He  has  affected  to  render  the  military  independent  of  and  su- 
perior to  the  civil  power. 

He  has  combined  with  others  to  subject  us  to  a  jurisdiction 
foreign  to  our  constitution  and  unacknowledged  by  our  laws ; 
giving  his  assent  to  their  acts  of  pretended  legislation  : 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us. 

For  protecting  them  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punishment  for  any 
murders  which  they  should  commit  on  the  inhabitants  of  these 
States : 
For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world  : 
For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent : 
For  depriving  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the  benefits  of  trial  by  jury: 

For  transporting  us  beyond  seas  to  be  tried  for  pretended 
offences : 

For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  English  laws  in  a  neighboring 
province,  establishing  therein  an  arbitrary  government,  and  en- 
larging its  boundaries,  so  as  to  render  it  at  once  an  example  and 
fit  instrument  for  introducing  the  same  absolute  rule  into  these 
colonies : 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolishing  our  most  valuable 
laws,  and  altering,  fundamentally,  the  forms  of  our  governments: 

For  suspending  our  own  legislatures,  and  declaring  themselves 
invested  with  the  power  to  legislate  for  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  declaring  us  out  of  his 
protection,  and  waging  war  against  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  our  coasts,  burnt  our 
towns,  and  destroyed  the  lives  of  our  people. 
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He  is  at  this  time  transporting  large  armies  of  foreign  mercen- 
aries to  complete  the  works  of  death,  desolation,  and  tyranny, 
already  be^un  with  circumstances  of  cruelty  and  perfidy  scarcely 
paralleled  in  the  most  barbarous  ages,  and  totally  unworthy  the 
head  of  a  civilized  nation. 

.  He  has  constrained  our  fellow  citizens,  taken  captive  on  the 
high  seas,  to  bear  arms  against  their  country,  to  become  the 
executioners  of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall  themselves 
by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domestic  insurrections  amongst  us,  and  has  en- 
deavored to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers  the  merciless 
Indian  savages,  whose  known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  undistinguish- 
ed destruction  of  all  ages,  sexes  and  conditions. 

In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions  we  have  petitioned  for  re- 
dress in  the  most  humble  terms :  our  repeated  petitions  have 
been  answered  only  by  repeated  injury.  A  prince,  whose  charac- 
ter is  thus  marked  by  every  act  which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is 
unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attentions  to  our  British  breth- 
ren. We  have  warned  them  from  time  to  time,  of  attempts  by 
their  legislature  to  extend  an  unwarratable  jurisdiction  over  us. 
We  have  reminded  them  of  the  circumstances  of  our  emigration 
and  settlement  here.  We  have  appealed  to  their  native  justice 
and  magnanimity,  and  we  have  conjured  them  by  the  ties  of  our 
common  kindred  to  disavow  these  unsurpations,  which  would 
inevitably  interrupt  our  connections  and  correspondence.  They 
too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  justice  and  of  consanguinity. 
We  must,  therefore,  acquiesce  in  the  necesity  which  denounces 
our  separation,  and  hold  them  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  mankind, 
enemies  in  war,  in  peace,  friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  represenatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  general  congress  assembled,  appealing  to  the  Su- 
preme Judge  of  the  world,  for  the  recitude  of  our  intentions,  do, 
in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  these  col- 
onies, solemnly  publish  and  declare,  that  these  united  colonies, 
are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent  States  ;  that 
they  are  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  crown,  and 
that  all  political  connection  between  them  and  the  State  of  Great 
Britain,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  disolved  ;  and  that  as  free 
and  independent  States  they  have  full  power  to  levy  war,  con- 
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dude  peace,  contract  alliances,  establish  commerce,  and  to  do  all 
other  acts  and  things  which  independent  States  may  of  right  do. 
And  for  the  support  of  this  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on 
the  protection  of  Divine  Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each 
other  our  lives,  our  fortunes  and  our  sacred  honor. 

The  foregoing  declaration  was,  by  order  of  Congress,  engross- 
ed, and  signed  by  the  following  members  : 

JOHN    HANCOCK. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

osiah  Bartlett,  Matthew  Thornton, 

illiam  Whipple, 

MASSACHUSETTS   BAY. 

Samuel  Adams,  Robert  Treat  Paine, 

John  Adams,  Elbridge  Gerry. 

RHODE   ISLAND,  &c. 

Stephen  Hopkins,  William  Ellery. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Roger  Sherman,  William  Williams, 

Samuel  Huntington,  Oliver  Wolcott 

NEW  YORK. 

William  Floyd,  Francis  Lewis, 

Philip  Livingston,  Lewis  Morris. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Richard  Stockton,  John  Hart, 

{ohn  Witherspoon,  Abraham  Clark. 

rRANCIS    HOPKINSON, 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Robert  Morris,  James  Smith, 

Benjamin  Rush,  George  Taylor, 

Benjamin  Franklin,  James  Wilson, 

John  Morton,  George  Ross. 
George  Clymer, 
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CiESAR  Rodney, 
George  Read, 


Samuel  Chase, 
William  Paca, 


DELAWARE. 

Thomas  M'Kean. 

MARYLAND. 

Thomas  Stone, 
Chas.  Carroll,  of 

Carrollton. 
VIRGINIA. 


George  Wythe, 
Richard  Henry  Lee, 
Thomas  Jefferson, 
Benjamin  Harrison, 


Thomas  Nelson,  Jr., 
Francis  Lightfoot  Lee, 
Carter  Braxton. 


William  Hooper, 
Joseph  Hewes, 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

John  Penn. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


Edward  Rutledge, 
Thomas  Heyward, 


Button  Gwinnett, 
Lyman  Hall, 


Thomas  Lynch,  Jr., 
Arthur  Middleton. 

GEORGIA. 

George  Walton. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  and  the  attested 
copy  of  the  Act  of  Independence,  together  with  the  foregoing 
resolution  for  their  approbation  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  more  speedily  completing  the  quota  of  troops,  &c.,M  with 
the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House  to  the  said  bill,  to  all 
of  which  the  House  of  Assembly  agreed  except  the  ist,  2d,  3d 
and  4th,  and  request  that  a  committee  of  Council  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
upon  the  said  amendments  not  acceded  to. 
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And  the  said  proposal  for  a  committee  of  conference  being 
taken  into  consideration,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Cantwell,  and  Mr. 
Collins  are  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Collins,  a  member  of  this  House,  and  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  President  and  Council  of  this  State  to 
meet  commissioners  appointed  by  the  States  of  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  at  York  town,  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  Congress,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  and  forming  a  system  adapted  to  the  said 
States  for  reeulating  the  price  of  labour,  of  manufactures,  and  of 
internal  produce  within  those  States,  and  of  goods  imported  from 
foreign  parts,  except  military  stores,  laid  a  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  said  commissioners  before  the  Council. 

On  motion  and  order  the  same  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
their  perusal,  and  that  Mr.  Collins  deliver  the  same. 

Mr.  Collins,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  were  read  the  second 
time  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  resolutions  and  concurrence  of  Council  thereto. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  #  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  verbal  message  be  transcribed, 
signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
to  wit: 

Verbal  Message  to  the  House  of  Assembly  from  the 

Council. 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  have  acceded  to  your  proposal  for  a  conference, 
by  committees  to  be  appointed  by  both  Houses,  on  the  subject 
matter  of  the  four  first  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to 
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the  bill  for  the  more  speedily  completing  the  quota  of  troops  to 
be  raised  in  this  State  for  the  Continental  army,  and  have  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Cantwell,  Bassett,  and  Collins,  on  the  part  of  the 
Council,  a  committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  the  forgoing  message. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  verbal  message  ap- 
pointing Messrs.  Ridgely,  Finney,  and  Clowes,  on  the  part  of 
that  House,  a  committee  of  conference  respecting  the  amend- 
ments not  acceded  to. 

Which,  by  order,  was  read. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  May  ioth. 
Council  met 
Mr.  Vandyke  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair 

"A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  regulating  inn- 
holders,  tavern-keepers,  and  other  publick  house  keepers  within 
this  Government,  and  impowering  tne  Justices  to  settle  the  rates 
of  liquors.'  " 

Also  returned  the  resolution  of  this  House  as  to  the  Act  of 
Independency  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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The  "Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  regulating  inn- 
holders,  tavern-keepers,  and  other  publick  house  keepers  within 
this  Government,  &c./  "  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table  for  consideration. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  their  1st,  2d,  3d  and  4th 
amendments  proposed  by  them  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  more  speedily  completing  the  quota  of  troops  to  be  raised, 
&c.,"  and  do  recede  from  the  same. 

On  motion, 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  message 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  assigning  the  reasons  for  proposing 
said  amendments,  and  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Bassett,  and  Cantwefl 
were  appointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  message  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  laid  one  on  the  table,  which  was  read,  and,  after 
some  amendments  made,  was  transcribed  and  signed  by  the 
Speaker,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

A  Message  from  the  Council  to  the  Assembly. 

Gentlemen: 

As  the  committee  of  conferees  appointed  by  the  two  Houses  on 
the  subject  matter  of  the  four  first  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Council  to  the  bill  for  the  more  speedily  completing  the  quota 
of  troops  to  be  raised  in  this  State  for  the  Continental  army  nave 
come  to  no  determination  thereon,  and  the  advantage  which 
might  arise  to  the  United  States  by  the  filling  up  said  quota  of 
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troops  must  be  totally  lost  should  no  mode  to  effect  the  same 
be  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  at  their  present  sitting, 
the  Council  think  it  necessary  to  recede  from  their  said  pro- 
posed amendments ;  but  at  the  same  time,  in  justice  to  them- 
selves, deem  it  their  duty  to  inform  your  honorable  House  of  the 
reasons  which  induced  them  to  propose  said  amendments,  and 
which  still  strongly  impress  their  minds,  to  wit : 

That  the  exemptions  from  all  service  in  the  Militia  on  a  recruit 
being  procured  by  any  two  persons  will  induce  many  to  offer  con- 
siderable sums  in  addition  to  the  bounty  allowed  by  Congress, 
which  will  effectually  put  an  end  to  the  enlistment  of  men  by  any 
commissioned  officer  of  said  battalion,  except  for  such  who  may 
wish  to  purchase  exemptions. 

That  such  exemptions  will  tend  to  discourage  the  Militia,  as 
the  procuring  recruits  in  that  mode  can  only  be  adopted  by  those 
who  may  be  in  easy  circumstances.  This  will  occasion  dissatis- 
faction and  murmuring  among  others  who  are  not  so  fortunate  as 
to  be  able  to  take  advantage  thereof. 

That  every  step  having  a  tendency  to  discourage  the  bulk  of  the 
people,  or  lessen  their  confidence  in  a  number  of  their  fellow-citi- 
zens, ought  to  be  carefully  avoided,  as  the  success  of  the  present 
righteous  struggle  chiefly  depends  on  unanimity  and  confidence 
being  supported  among  all  ranks  of  people.  The  mode  prescribed 
in  the  bill  may,  for  many  reasons,  not  be  so  injurious  in  a  large 
and  populous  State.  Our  case  is  different.  We  have  a  long  and 
extended  frontier  and  few  to  guard  it.  Every  exertion  must  be 
made  to  spirit  up  that  few.  The  numbers-  are  such  that  they  will 
not  bear  much  diminution,  particularly  of  those  of  whom  most 
may  be  expected. 

That  if  a  number  of  suitable  persons  in  this  State,  in  addition 
to  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Battalion,  were  authorized  to  re- 
cruit and  a  bounty  given  to  them,  with  a  further  allowance  for  the 
subsistence  of  recruits,  the  quota  of  troops  for  this  State  might  be 
made  up,  and  a  defection  in  the  Militia  not  risqued. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  bill  and  forgoing  message. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  order. 
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A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending"  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair 

"A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  establishing  a 
Militia  in  this  State/  " 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  a 
Militia  in  this  State/'  was  read  the  2d  time,  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  bill.. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  bill 
according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  holding- the  General  Assembly  at 
Dover,  in  the  County  of  Kent,"  was  read  the  2d  time,  and  an 
amendment  being  proposed  the  same  was  transcribed  and  sent  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

The  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  inn- 
holders,  tavern-keepers,  and  other  publick  house  keepers  within 
this  Government,"  was  read  the  2d  time  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  the  Assem- 
bly with  the  two  foregoing  bills  and  amendment  proposed  to  the 
former. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  entitled 

"An  act  for  the  holding  the  General  Assembly  at  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent," 

With  the  amendment  thereto  proposed,  to  which  the  House  of 
Assembly  agreed. 
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The  Council  consent  that  the  said  bill  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from 
the  President  to  the  General  Assembly,  inclosing  sundry  resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  to  wit : 

* '  Gentlemen : 

"I  herewith  send  you  some  resolutions  of  the  Honorable 
c  Congress  of  the  19th  ultimo,  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Presi- 
'  dent,  recommending  measures  to  the  Legislative  and  Executive 
'  authorities  of  this  State  and  the  State  of  Maryland  to  avert  the 
1  imminent  danger  of  an  insurrection  in  the  Counties  of  Somerset 
'  and  Worcester,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  to  prevent  their 
'  being  joined  by  disaffected  persons  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  in 
'  this  State,  ana  to  enact  laws  appointing  commissioners  to  take 
1  charge  of  the  estates  of  such  as  may  be  removed.  In  conse- 
1  quence  whereof,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  I  wrote 
c  to  some  principal  gendemen  in  the  County  of  Sussex  and  to 
'  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Militia  adjacent  to  Worcester 
'  County,  desiring  them  respectively  to  make  the  most  speedy 
4  and  strict  inquiries  respecting  the  danger  apprehended  from 
'  Sussex  County,  and  that  they  would,  as  soon  after  as  possible, 
1  let  me  know  the  result.  In  answer  to  which,  I  have  been  in- 
'  formed  by  those  gendemen  severally  that  the  inhabitants  of 
'that  county  are  very  quiet,  and  that  they  imagined  the  sus- 
picion as  to  them  was  not  well  founded,  save  one  of  the  gen- 
'  tlemen,  who  refers  me  to  be  informed  by  Mr.  John  Clowes,  a 
1  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  whom  I  have  had  an 
'  opportunity  to  converse  on  that  subject,  but  from  whom  you 
'  can  much  better  immediately  receive  that  information. ' ' 

Also,  sundry  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  founded 
upon  the  report  of  their  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
foregoing  message  and  its  inclosures. 

Also,  a  verbal  message  informing  the  Council  that  the  House 
of  Assembly  propose  to  adjourn  to-morrow  morning  till  the  2d 
June  next. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  honorable  House  of  As- 
sembly, founded  on  the  message  of  his  Excellency  the  President 
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and  sent  to  the  Council,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  two  to  re- 
port thereon. 

And  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Bassett  are  appointed  a  committee 
for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  May  12th,  1777. 

Council  met 

Mr.  Dingee,  a  member  of  this  House,  appeared  and  took  his 
seat,  and  assigned  his  reason  for  not  attending  sooner,  which  was 
deemed  sufficient. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  two  following  engross- 
ed bills  for  the  examination  of  Council,  to  wit : 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  more  speedily  completing 
the  quota  of  troops  to  be  raised  in  this  State  for  the  Continental 
army." 

Also,  a  supplement  to  the  act  entided  "An  act  for  establishing 
a  Militia  in  this  State.' ' 

Which,  being  severally  examined  and  compared,  the  Council 
consent  that  the  said  bills  be  enacted  into  laws. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bills. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  resolutions  of  the 
honorable  House  of  Assembly,  founded  on  the  message  of  his 
Excellency  the  President,  have  taken  the  same  into  consideration 
16 
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and  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  resolutions  to  be  adopted 
instead  thereof :  * 

And  the  said  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee  of  Council 
beine  read  and  considered,  were  agreed  to  be  adopted  in  the 
stead  of  the  resolutions  sent  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  and 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  that  House  for  their  consideration  and  con- 
currence. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  the  following  resolution 
of  that  House,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Monday,  A.  M.,  May  12th,  1777. 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  before  dinner,  adjourn  to,  the 
" 2d  day  of  June  next." 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  reported 
by  the  committee  of  Council  and  agreed  to  be  adopted  in  the 
stead  of  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  founded  on 
the  President's  message,  with  divers  amendments  thereto  pro- 
posed, which  were  concurred  in,  to  wit :  t 

Also,  the  following  bills  passed  this  session,  to  wit  : 

4 'An  act  for  the  holding  the  General  Assembly  at  Dover,  in 
the  County  of  Kent ;" 

**A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  regulating  inn- 
holders,  tavern-keepers,  and  other  publick  house  keepers  within 
this  Government,  and  impowering  the  Justices  to  settle  the  rates 
of  liquors ;'  ** 

"An  act  for  the  more  speedily  completing  the  quota  of  troops 
to  be  raised  in  this  State  for  the  Continental  army  ;" 

"A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  establishing  a 
Militia  in  this  State  ;•  " 

•The  Clerk  left  a  blank  space  for,  bat  neglected  to  copy  these  resolves  into 
his  joarnaL 

t  These  amendments  do  not  appear  on  the  maauwipt  jomraaL 
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Which  were  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  above  laws  and  resolution  aforesaid,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Collins,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
that  House  impowering  the  President  to  affix  the  Great  Seal  of 
this  State  to  the  different  bills  passed  this  session. 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  resolution  be  signed  by  the  Speaker 
and  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

And  Mr.  Vandyke  was  appointed  for  that  purpose,  who,  being 
returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
according  to  order. 

Then  the  Council  took  into  consideration  the  state  of  their  ex- 
penses, and  they  find 

New  Castle  County's  quota £  24  7  1 1 

Kent  County's  "        24  7  n 

Sussex  County's  "        24  7  n 

Adjourned  till  2d  June. 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


NEW-CASTLE-ON-DELAWARE, 

Monday,  June  2d,  1777. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment 

A  quorum  of  members  not  attending,  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  June  3d. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Vandyke. 

Messrs.  Sloss  and  Jones,  being  elected  in  the  stead  of  William 
Polk  and  John  Wiltbank,  Esquires,  who  were  appointed  Justices 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  in  Sussex 
County,  took  and  subscribed  the  oath  and  declaration  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution.* 

*The  oath,  &c,  here  mentioned,  are  given  in  the  "Qualification  Book,"  with 
the  signature  of  the  members  thereto. 

I  [A.  B.l  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Delaware  State,  submit  to  its  Consti- 
tution and  Laws,  and  do  no  act,  wittingly,  whereby  the  freedom  thereof  may  be 
prejudiced. 

I  [A.  B.]  do  profess  faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  Jesus  Christ  his  only  Son, 
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A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolutions 
of  that  House,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
''Tuesday,  P.  M.,  June  3d,  1777. 

"On  motion, 

"Resolved^  That  this  House  propose  to  put  in  nomination,  to- 
morrow afternoon,  persons  qualified  to  be  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  for  this  State,  in  the  room  of  Richard  M.  William  and 
Caesar  Rodney,  Esquires,  elected  on  the  21st  day  of  February 
last  first  and  second  Justices  of  the  said  Court,  who  have  declined 
accepting  of  the  same  offices ;  and  James  Sykes,  Esquire,  elected, 
at  the  same  time,  third  Justice  thereof,  he  having  since  that  time 
accepted  of  the  Clerkship  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Quarter  Sessions  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  thereby  being 
rendered  incapable  of  holding  the  said  office ;  and  also  for  the 
office  of  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  in  stead  of  Nicholas  Vandyke, 
Esquire,  who  was  elected  thereto  on  the  aforesaid  day,  and  hath 
since  declined  to  accept  thereof;  and  that  the  Council  be  re- 
quested to  concur  herein.* ' 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  2d  time 
and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  resolution  aforesaid  and  concurrence  of  Council  thereto. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  order. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  de- 
livered to  his  Excellency  the  President 

Adjourned  tUl  to-morrow. 


and  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  one  God,  blessed  for  evermore ;  and  I  do  acknowledge 
the  Holy  Script  ores  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  to  be  given  by  Divine  In- 
spiration. 

SAMUEL  SHELTON  SLOSS. 

JOHN  JONES. 
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Wednesday,  P.  M.,  June  4th. 

Council  met. 

A  committee  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  were  admitted  and  informed  the  Council  that  the  House  of 
Assembly  is  now  ready  to  proceed  to  the  nomination  of  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court  and  a  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  agreeable 
to  the  resolution  of  both  Houses. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  State  House  and  there  met  the 
House  of  Assembly,  when  divers  persons  were  put  in  nomination 
for  the  respective  offices  of  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 
Judge  of  Admiralty  for  this  State,  to  be  balloted  for  to-morrow 
at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Ordered,  That  notice  thereof  be  forthwith  given  to  the  Presi- 
dent 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled 

"An  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and 
Sussex,  &c." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Jones  and  Major  Sloss  be  of  the  Commit- 
tee for  Publick  Accounts. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  a  copy  of  the  above  order. 

On  application  of  Col.  Collins  for  leave  of  absence  till  to-mor- 
row morning,  the  same  was  granted. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
l7 
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Thursday,  June  5th. 

Council  met. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  message  from  his.  Excellency 
the  President,  together  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  report  of  those 
persons  who  were  appointed  to  go  into  the  County  of  Sussex 
to  make  inquiry  into  the  present  disposition  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  and  sundry  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  29th  of  April 
and  the  12th  and  19th  of  May  last ;  which  message  is  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

"  Gentlemen: 

'*  In  pursuance  of  your  resolution  of  the  12th  of  last  month 
**  I,  together  with  the  Privy  Council,  did  appoint  John  Thomp- 
'*  son,  Thomas  Collins,  and  John  Cook,  Esquires,  to  go  into  the 
"  County  of  Sussex  for  the  purposes  in  that  resolution  expressed, 
"in  consequence  whereof  I  received,  the  evening  before  last,  a 
*'  report,  in  writing,  signed  by  two  of  the  aforesaid  gentlemen  ; 
"whereupon  I  convened  the  Privy  Council  yesterday  and  laid 
"the  same  before  them,  and  now,  with  their  advice,  I  herewith 
"  send  you  a  copy  of  that  report. 

"  Since  the  last  sitting  of  your  honorable  Assembly  I  received 
'*some  resolves  of  Congress,  to  be  laid  before  you.  One  of 
"those  resolutions,  of  the  29th  of  April  last,  recommends  the 
"adjustment  of  the  accounts  for  recruiting  the  Continental  Bat- 
"  talicn  of  this  State*  that  the  same  may  be  transmitted  to  the 
*'  Treasury  Board.  Another  of  those  resolutions,  of  the  12th  of 
"  May  last,  recommends  to  the  Legislature  to  exempt  from  mili- 
"  tary  duties  all  persons  who  are  immediately  concerned  in  the 
"  business  of  the  post  office :  and  another  of  them,  of  the  19th 
"  of  the  same  month,  recommends  that  the  Legislature  should 
"  moke  provision*  by  bw,  for  marching  the  MmtJa  out  of  this 
"  State  when  the  service  shall  so  require  h." 

Which,  being  severally  read,  were  referred  for  consideration. 
The  but  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
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Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and 
Sussex  was,  upon  motion  and  order,  read  the  2d  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  bill  be  committed  to  a  committee  of 
three. 

The  persons  chosen,  Messrs.  Bassett,  Jones,  and  Collins. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met. 

The  Council,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  met  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  State  and  the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  State  House, 
and  the  President  and  members  of  both  Houses  having  prepared 
tickets  with  the  names  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  to 
be  appointed  for  the  State  and  put  the  same  into  the  ballot-box, 
the  Speakers  of  the  "two  Houses,  in  presence  of  the  President 
and  the  other  members,  examined  the  ballot-box,  and  it  appear- 
ing that  there  was  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  William  Killen, 
Esquire,  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  said  Court,  and  a  majority  of 
votes  in  favor  of  John  Evans,  Esquire,  as  second  Justice  of  the 
said  Court,  and  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  John  Cook,  Esq'r, 
as  third  Justice  of  said  Court, 

Whereupon  the  said  William  Killen,  John  Evans,  and  John 
Cook  are  declared  duly  elected  and  appointed  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court  for  the  State. 

Then  the  President  and  members  of  both  Houses  proceeded, 
in  like  manner,  to  ballot  for  a  Judge  of  Admiralty,  and  it  appear- 
ing that  there  was  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  ot  Caesar  Rodney, 
Esquire, 

Thereupon  the  said  Caesar  Rodney  is  declared  duly  elected  and 
appointed  Judge  of  Admiralty. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  June  6th. 

Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House 
to  put  in  nomination,  to-morrow  afternoon,  persons  qualified  to 
be  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Tilton, 
Esquire,  who  hath  declined  accepting  of  the  same  office. 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  1st  time. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance 
of  the  process  in  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  &c,  in  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and  Sussex,  was  com- 
mitted, report  sundry  amendments  thereto,  which  were  agreed 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly for  their  consideration. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  nom- 
inating persons  qualified  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent, 
&c,  was  read  the  2d  time,  and  thereupon 

Ordered^  That  the  following  verbal  message  be  transcribed, 
signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  to 
wit: 

A  Verbal  Message  from  the  Council  to  the  Assembly. 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  beg  to  know  in  what  way  it  doth  appear  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  that  Thomas  Tilton,  Esq.,  of  Kent  County, 
lately  elected  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans'  Court  for  that  county,  hath  declined  accepting  of  the 
same  office,  or  what  evidence  the  House  of  Assembly  hath  of  that 
fact. 

Ordered*  That  Major  Sloss  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
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with  the  above  bill  and  amendments  thereto  proposed,  also  the 
resolution  and  verbal  message. 

Major  Sloss  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly according  to  order. 

The  Council  taking  into  consideration  the  resolves  of  the 
Honorable  the  Congress  of  the  29th  of  April  last  relating  to  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  for  recruiting  the  Continental  Battalion 
of  this  State,  mentioned  in  a  message  from  the  President  of  the 
5th  instant,  thereupon 

Resolved^  That  George  Latimer  and  Robert  Bryan,  Esquires, 
be  a  committee  to  state  an  account  of  the  monies  advanced  for 
recruiting  the  Continental  Battalion  belonging  to  this  State,  to- 
gether with  the  names  of  the  officers  to  whom  the  same  were 
advanced,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  Paymaster  of  the  said 
battalion. 

On  motion, 

Ordered^  That  the  Paymaster  forthwith  call  the  said  officers  to 
account  for  such  monies,  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
aforesaid. 

Ordered  also,  That  the  said  Paymaster  afterwards  lay  before 
the  said  committee  a  state  of  the  said  accounts,  together  with  the 
vouchers  to  be  produced,  for  their  examination. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  and  orders,  and  propose  to 
them  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  the  House  01  Assembly 
to  join  the  committee  of  Council  in  the  business  aforesaid,  if 
they  think  proper. 

Ordered  also,  That  the  said  George  Latimer  and  Robert  Bryan 
be  appointed  a  committee  to  state  an  account  of  expenditures 
by  this  State  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Continent,  in  the  stead  of 
Messrs.  Sykes  and  Vandyke,  the  former  committee,  who  are 
absent,  and  now  discharged  from  that  service. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House 
appointing  Mr.  Lockwood  and  Mr.  Horsey  a  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts for  the  present  year. 

Also,  a  resolution  to  adjourn  to-morrow  evening  until  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  September  next. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  June  7th. 

Council  met.  ' 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  the  following  verbal  mes- 
sage, to  wit : 

"  Gentlemen: 

"  In  answer  to  your  verbal  message  of  yesterday,  delivered 
"by  Mr.  Sloss,  begging  to  know  in  what  way  it  doth  appear  to 
"the  Assembly  that  Thomas  Tilton,  Esquire,  hath  declined  ac- 
"  cepting  of  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common 
"Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  or  what 
"evidence  the  House  have  of  that  fact,  the  Assembly  inform 
"the  Council  that  two  of  the  members  of  their  House,  namely  : 
"Messrs.  Stout  and  Cook,  gave  the  House  to  understand  that 
"  they  had  frequently  conveiied  with  Mr.  Tilton  upon  the  subject 
"of  nis  appointment  aforesaid,  and  requested  him  to  qualify  to 
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"the said  commission,  and  one  of  them  very  lately,  and  that  he 
"never  gave  them  any  reason  to  believe  he  intended  to  qualify 
"thereto,  and  that  he  had  not  qualified  to  the  said  commission 
"when  the  said  members  departed  from  their  homes  to  attend 
"this  present  sitting  of  the  Assembly,  which  was  three  months 
1 '  after  his  appointment ' ' 

Also,  a  resolution  appointing  John  Barclay,  Jonathan  Robin- 
son, and  William  Hemphill  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  to  join  the  committee  of  Council  for  stating 
an  account  of  the  monies  advanced  for  recruiting  the  Continental 
Battalion  belonging  to  this  State,  and  also  in  stating  an  account 
of  expenditures  by  this  State  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Continent, 
in  the  room  of  Messrs.  Thompson,  Jones,  and  Robinson,  ap- 
pointed for  that  service  on  the  19th  of  February  last,  they  being 
engaged  in  other  public  business. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  entitled 

"An  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  &c.,M 

With  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  Council,  to 
which  the  House  of  Assembly  agreed. 

The  Council  consent  that  the  said  bill  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  above  bill  and  its  amendments. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  verbal  message  from 
the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  evidence  that  has  appeared 
of  Mr.  Tilton's  declining  to  accept  of  the  office  of  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans*  Court  for  the  County 
of  Kent. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  postponed  till  it  is  known  whether 
the  House  of  Assembly  will  recede  from  their  resolution  to  ad- 
journ this  evening. 
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A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  following  bill  passed 
this  session,  to  wit : 

"An  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Goal  De- 
livery in  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and  Sussex,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned." 

Also  delivered  the  report  of  the  joint  committtee  for  settling 
and  adjusting  public  accounts,  to  wit : 

"The  joint  committee  appointed  for  settling  and  adjusting 
public  accounts  report  that  they  have  examined  the  accounts 
of  his  Excellency  John  McKinly,  Esauire,  and  there  is  due  to 
him  a  balance  of  £  707  12:9,  allowed  him,  on  a  former  settle- 
ment, as  Military  Treasurer  of  New  Castle  County ;  and  £  48, 
as  signer  of  the  late  paper  currency,  and  £  20,  it  being  the  in- 
terest of  £  755  for  3  months  and  3  weeks,  and  sundry  other 
sums  advanced  by  him  since,  as  by  his  accounts  appear,  and 
the  further  sum  of  ^713  :  11  :  o,  together  with  commissions 
on  ;£i,ii3  :  11  :  o,  at  2%  per  cent,  the  whole  amounting  to 
,£  1,516  :  10:3. 

"Your  committee  do  further  report,  that  on  examining  an 
account  exhibited  by  John  Clowes,  Esquire,  do  find  a  balance 
due  him  of  ^10  for  attending  the  press  when  printing  money  ; 

"To  Samuel  Crossan,  on  the  examination  of  his  account,  a 
balance  due  to  him  of  £  20,  which  he  is  entitled  to  receive  upon 
his  producing  a  certificate  from  a  Justice  proving  the  facts  set 
forth  in  his  account  with  respect  to  a  horse  lost  in  the  service  ; 

"  To  Jonathan  Robinson  the  sum  "  * 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Collins  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  several  allowances  made  by  that  House  to  the  report  of 
the  joint  committee  and  concurrence  of  Council  thereto. 

Also,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of 
the  process  of  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  &c,"  as  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

*A  memorandum  here  says:  "Get  from  Mr.  Booth,V  and  then  follows  a 
long  blank  space  for  inserting  other  items. 
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A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution, 
to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"  Saturday,  June  7th,  1777. 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  be 
"impowered  and  required  to  draw  on  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan 
"Offices  for  this  State  respectively,  or  any  of  them,  for  the  sums 
"agreed  to  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be  due  to  the  persons 
"hereafter  mentioned  upon  the  reports  of  committees,  out  of  the 
"sum  of  £  10,000,  struck  and  given  for  the  defence  of  this  State 
"in  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  printing  and  emit- 
"ting  £  15,000  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State,  to  be  let  out  on 
"loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  £  10,000  in  such  bills 
"for  the  use  of  the  State  and  for  providing  a  fund  for  sinking 
"  the  same,'  he  taking  receipts  for  said  draughts  : 

"ToCapt  Bassett, £  20  16  3 

"To  Mr.  President, 1516  10  3 

"To  Samuel  Crossan  (on  his  complying  with  the 

€<  terms  prescribed  by  the  committee),   .    .  20    o  o 

"  To  James  Adams 216  13  1 

"  To  John  Baning, 1  10  o 

"To  Gen.  Rodney,  Col.  Collins  and  Jas.  Latimer,  123  15  o 

"To  Col.  Collins  and  John  Thompson,  Esq.,     .    .  38  10  o 

"To  Thomas  McKean,  Esq., 20    2  6 

£  1957  17  1 


"  In  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 
"Saturday,  P.  M.,  June  7th,  1777. 

"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
"the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  bill  entitled  'An  act  for  aid- 
"ing  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the  Courts  of  General 
"Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Goal  Delivery  in  the  Coun- 
"ties  of  New  Castle  and  Sussex,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
"mentioned.'  " 
18 
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Ordered,  That  Major  Sloss  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  above  resolution  and  concurrence  of  Council  thereto. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported,  &c* 
*  Thus  ends  Mr.  Clay's  journal. 
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VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  on  Monday,  the  twentieth  day  of  October, 
Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven, 
a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  compose  a  House  not  attend- 
ing, adjourned  from  day  to  day  till 

Thursday,  October  23,  1777. 

The  following  members  appeared  in  the  Council,  viz : 

For  New  Castle  County — George  Read,  Nicholas  Vandyke. 

For  Kent  County — Thomas  Collins,  John  Baning. 

For  Sussex  County — John  Jones. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of  New 
Casde  of  the  election  of  a  Counsellor  to  fill  the  vacant  seat  of 
Richard  Cantwell,  Esq.,  who  had  the  smallest  number  of  votes 
at  the  General  Election  in  October,  1776,  being  delivered  at  the 
table,  it  appears  that  the  annual  election  for  the  said  county  was 
held  on  the  first  day  of  October,  instant,  at  the  Academy,  in  the 
Town  of  Newark,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  in  pursuance  of 
a  proclamation  issued  for  that  purpose  by  the  Honorable  Thomas 
McKean,  Esquire,  Speaker  of  the  late  House  of  Assembly  and 
President  of  the  State,  in  the  absence  of  President  McKinly  and 
the  Vice  President,  by  reason  that  the  situation  of  the  British 
fleet  and  army  at  and  near  the  Town  of  New  Castle  rendered  it 
impracticable  to  hold  the  election  there.  Mr.  Peter  Hyatt  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  Council  for  New  Castle  County  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Cantwell,  and  Mr.  Hyatt  appeared  in  the  House. 
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The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 
Kent  being  laid  on  the  table,  it  appears  that  Richard  Bassett, 
who  had  the  smallest  number  of  votes  at  the  former  General 
Election  for* the  said  county,  was  reelected, a  member  of  the 
Council  for  the  County  of  Kent  on  the  first  day  of  this  instant 
October.     Mr.  Bassett  appeared  in  the  House. 

On  motion, 

Agreed  unanimously  that  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  be  chosen 
annually. 

Then  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and 
George  Read,  Esquire,  was  unanimously  chosen. 

The  Speaker  in  the  Chair,  Mr.  Benjamin  Vining  was  appointed 
Clerk  and  Nathaniel  Smithers,  Jun.,  Messenger  and  Doorkeeper. 

Mr.  Bassett  and  Mr.  Hyatt,  the  two  members  chosen  at  the 
last  General  Election,  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the  declara- 
tion prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  State.     [See  note  on  page  10.'] 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  from  the  Honorable 
Thomas  McKean,  Esq.,  late  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  President  of*  the  State,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  President  Mc- 
Kinly  and  the  Vice  President,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the 
first  time. 


Friday,  October  24,  1777. 

Council  met. 

Benjamin  Vining,  as  Clerk  of  the  Council,  appeared  in  the 
House,  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the  declaration  prescribed 
by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State, 
and  also  took  the  oath  of  office  as  Clerk  of  this  House.  [See 
note  on  page  11, ,] 

On  motion  and  order, 
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The  letter  from  the  Honorable  Thomas  McKean,  Esquire, 
Speaker  of  the  late  House  of  Assembly  and  President  of  the 
State,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  President  McKinly  and  the  Vice 
President,  was  read  a  second  time  and  committed  to  Messrs. 
Vandyke,  Bassett,  and  Jones,  to  report  thereon. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  October  25,  1777. 

Council  met. 

A  petition  from  divers  of  the  inhabitants,  freeholders  and  elec- 
tors of  the  County  of  Sussex,  complaining  that  they  and  other  the 
freeholders  and  electors  of  that  county,  on  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber last  past,  were  prevented  from  electing  Representatives  for 
the  said  county  to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  and  also 
of  Sheriffs  ana  Coroners  for  the  ensuing  year,  by  divers  other 
persons,  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  with  an  armed  force, 
was  delivered  in  at  the  table,  and,  on  motion,  read  the  first  time. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  Honorable  Thomas 
McKean,  Esquire,  as  President  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  President 
McKinly  and  the  Vice  President,  was  referred,  now  made  their 
report,  which,  on  motion  and  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and,  after 
some  debate,  it  was  recommitted. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  petition  from  divers  of  the  freeholders  and  electors  of 
Sussex  County,  complaining  that  the  general  election  for  repre- 
sentatives for  the  said  county  was  prevented  to  be  held  by  an 
armed  force,  was  read  a  second  time  and  referred  for  considera- 
tion. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  October  27,  1777. 
Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  October  28,  1777. 

Council  met. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  on  Saturday  was  recom- 
mitted, now  brought  in  their  report,  which,  by  order,  was  read 
the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  October  29,  1777. 

Council  met,  and,  on  motion  and  order,  the  report  of  yester- 
day was  read  a  second  time  and  approved,  in  the  following  words, 
viz : 

The  committee  of  Council  to  whom  a  letter  from  the  Honorable 
Thomas  McKean,  Esq.,  late  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Delaware  State,  was 
recommitted,  do  now  report — 

That  the  present  situation  of  public  affairs  in  this  State  requires 
that  600  militia  be  raised  as  speedily  as  possible  for  the  protection 
and  defence  thereof,  who  are  to  continue  in  service  for  two  months, 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  be  fur- 
nished in  the  following  proportions,  viz  :  300  non-commissioned 
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officers  and  privates  in  New  Castle  County,  to  consist  of  6  com- 
panies of  50  men  each,  viz :  2  sergeants,  2  corporals,  1  drum- 
mer, 1  fifcr,  and  44  privates,  to  be  commanded  by  1  captain,  1 
lieutenant,  and  1  ensign ;  200  do.  in  Kent  County,  and  100  do. 
in  Stssey  County,  to  be  officered  in  the  same  manner  ; 

Air  whereas  the  representatives  of  the  several  counties  in 
tNs  State  have  not,  and  in  appearance  cannot  form  themselves 
into  a  House  for  transacting  of  the  public  business,  therefore  from 
the  necessity  of  immediately  providing  for  the  payment  and  sup- 
port of  the  aforesaid  troops,  the  committee  report  the  following 
resolution,  to  be  entered  into  by  Council,  viz  :  That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  to  draw  the 
sum  of  ,£5,000  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Trustee  of  the  Loan  Office 
of  Kent  County,  and  be  by  him  applied  for  the  uses  aforesaid; 
and  that  the  Council  on  their  part  do  promise  and  engage  that 
they  will  hereafter  concur  with  the  Assembly  in  providing  a  fund 
for  the  replacing  the  said  sum. 

Your  committee  do  further  report  a  resolution,  to  be  adopted 
by  Council,  recommending  it  to  the  President  to  draw  the  balance 
of  the  ^10,000  emitted  for  the  support  of  this  State,  and  apply 
the  same  in  discharge  of  the  debts  due  to  the  militia  heretofore 
called  out. 

Your  committee  do  further  report  that,  in  their  opinion,  a 
committee  of  three  persons  be  appointed  to  receive,  examine 
and  adjust  the  accounts  of  expenses  which  have  accrued  and  be- 
yme  due  to  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and  Kent 
ibr  former  service,  viz :  Robert  Bryan,  Robert  Armstrong,  and 
Thomas  Montgomery,  gentlemen  ;  and  also  that  a  committee  of 
three  persons,  viz :  John  Jones,  John  Rodney,  and  John  Clowes, 
gendemen,  be  appointed  in  the  County  of  Sussex  to  receive,  ex- 
amine and  adjust  the  accounts  of  expenses  which  have  accrued 
and  become  due  to  the  Militia  of  said  county  for  former  service, 
and  make  report  thereof  to  the  President,  who  is  to  pay  the  same 
accordingly. 

Your  committee  do  also  recommend  that  a  certified  copy  of 
the  foregoing  resolutions  be  made  out,  and  the  approbation  of 
such  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly  as  are  or  may  be 
in  town  signified  by  their  subscribing  the  same. 

On  motion, 
19 
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Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  preceding  report  and  resolutions 
be  made  and  delivered  to  the  members  of  Assembly  now  in  town, 
to  be  signed  by  them,  signifying  their  approbation  of  this  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Council,  and  that  Mr.  Vandyke  and  Mr.  Bassett 
attend  them  for  this  purpose. 

Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Bassett,  having  returned,  delivered  at 
the  table  the  copy  of  the  report  and  resolutions  aforesaid,  with 
the  following  subscription,  to  wit : 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  being  members  of 
the  Assembly  for  the  Delaware  State,  do  approve  ofthe  foregoing 
report  and  resolutions,  and  do  engage  to  support  the  measures 
proposed  therein  at  all  times  hereafter,  both  in  our  private  and 
public  capacities.    Witness  our  hands  this  49th  of  October,  1777  : 

Richard  Lockwood,  Sam'l  Patterson, 

Samuel  West,  James  Black, 

Jehu  Davis,  William  Clark, 

John  Clayton,  Isaac  Lewis, 

Wm.  Molloston,  Robert  Bryan, 

George  Craghead,  Jacob  Stout. 
Robert  Armstrong, 
And  signed,  this  4th  December,  1777,  by  Charles  Ridgely. 

Thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  several  resolutions  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going report  be  adopted  by  this  House  and  forthwith  carried  into 
execution. 

Then  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  settlement  of  the  per  diem 
wages  and  mileage  of  the  members  and  the  accounts  of  their 
officers  for  the  present  meeting,  and  the  following  allowances 
were  made,  viz  : 

To  George  Read  {Speaker),  Nicholas  Vandyke, 
Peter  Hyatt,  Thomas  Collins,  John  Baning, 
Richard  Bassett,  and  John  Jones,  Esq'rs,  for 
nine  days'  attendance  and  mileage,   .... 

To  Benjamin  Vining,  Clerk, 

To  Natnaniel  Smithers,  Jun.,  Doorkeeper,    .   ..  . 
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Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  Trustee  of 
Sussex  County  for  the  payment  of  the  several  sums  aforesaid. 

Whereupon  the  said  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  till  the  first  day  of  December  next. 
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VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  by  adjournment,  on  Monday,  the  first  day  of 
December,  Anno  Domini,  1777,  a  sufficient  number  of  members 
to  compose  a  House  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow. 


Tuesday,  December  2d,  1777. 

The  following  members  appeared,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  County — George  Read  {Speaker),   Nicholas 
Vandyke,  Peter  Hyatt. 

For  Kent  County — Thomas  Collins,   John   Baning,    Richard 
Bassett 

And  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


152  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


Wednesday,  December  3d,  1777. 

The  Council  met,  and  Col.  John  Jones,  a  member  for  Sussex 
County,  appeared  in  the  House. 

The  Representatives  of  the  Counties  not  having  formed  them- 
selves into  a  House  of  Assembly,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day 
to  day  till  Monday,  the  8th  of  December,  1777. 


Monday,  December  8th,  1777. 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,   10 
o'clock. 


Tuesday,  December  9th,  1777. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members  as  on  last  Wednes- 
day, except  Mr.  Jones. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  were  read. 
On  motion 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  that  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Council  respecting  the  raising  and  pay  of  600  Militia  within  the 
State,  for  its  protection  and  defence,  and  also  the  appointment  of 
committees  for  adjusting  the  accounts  of  expenses  of  former  ser- 
vice of  the  Militia  of  the  State,  with  the  mode  recommended  for 
discharging  the  same,  be  made  out  and  sent  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, with  a  message  from  the  Council  setting  forth  the  rea- 
sons that  induced  them  to  adopt  the  said  measures,  and  recom- 
mending it  to  the  House  of  Assembly  to  make  such  provision  in 
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the  premises  as  they  may  judge  necessary,  consistent  with  the 
Laws  and  Constitution  of  the  State. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bassett  and  Vandyke  be  a  committee 
to  prepare  a  draught  of  such  message  and  report  the  same  in  the 
afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met     Some  of  the  members  attending  the  Com- 
mittee, 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  December  10th,  1777. 

The  Council  met   The  same  members  present  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  message  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  now  delivered  one  in,  and  the  same  being 
read  was  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  signed  by  the  Speaker, 
and  is  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  their  resolutions  of 
the  29th  October  last,  directing  the  raising  of  600  troops  within 
this  State  for  the  protection  and  defence  thereof,  and  providing 
for  the  payment  and  support  of  said  troops,  and  also  appointing 
committees  to  receive,  examine  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  ex- 
penses which  had  accrued  and  become  due  to  the  Militia  of  the 
State  for  former  service,  with  the  mode  recommended  for  dis- 
charging the  same. 
20 
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As  the  Representatives  of  the  several  Counties  in  the  State  did 
not  form  themselves  into  a  House  for  transacting  of  the  public 
business,  the  Council,  on  their  part,  were  induced  to  adopt  the 
measures  contained  in  said  resolutions  to  prevent  the  persons  of 
the  inhabitants  near  the  water  from  being  seized  and  taken  pris- 
oners and  their  property  plundered  by  the  crews  of  the  enemy's 
ships  of  war,  which  then  were  in  the  Delaware;  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
illegal  and  pernicious  trade  carried  on  with  the  enemy  by  the  in- 
habitants of  this  State  ;  and  to  remove  the  complaints  made  by 
the  Militia  of  non-payment  for  former  services,  which  the  Council 
were  apprehensive  would  not  only  tend  to  delay  the  raising  said 
troops,  but  abo  prevent  the  Militia  from  turning  out  in  cases  of 
emergency. 

The  Council  now  recommend  it  to  your  honorable  House  to 
take  the  said  resolutions  into  your  consideration,  and  make  such 
further  provision  in  the  premises  as  you  may  judge  necessary, 
consistent  with  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  the  State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  message  and  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  this  House 
of  the  29th  October  last  respecting  the  raising  and  pay  of  the 
600  Militia  within  the  State  for  its  protection  and  defence,  and 
also  the  appointment  of  committees  for  adjusting  the  accounts  of 
expenses  of  former  service  of  the  Militia  of  the  State,  with  the 
mode  recommended  for  discharging  the  same. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

A  committee  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  were  admitted  and  delivered  the  following  verbal  message, 
to  wit : 

That  the  House  of  Assembly  had  chosen  their  Speaker,  and 
were  now  ready  to  proceed  on  any  business  that  the  Council 
should  think  fit  to  lay  before  them. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petition  from 
divers  of  the  inhabitants,  freeholders  and  electors  of  Sussex 
County,  complaining  of  their  being  prevented  from  electing 
Representatives  for  that  County  to  the  General  Assembly,  and 
also  of  Sheriffs  and  Coroners,  tor  the  ensuing  year,  by  an  armed 
force,  and  thereupon 
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Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  holding  an  election  in  that  county,  at  a  short  day,  for  the 
choosing  of  Representatives  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  also 
for  the  election  of  Sheriffs  and  Coroners,  for  the  ensuing  year ; 
and 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  aforesaid,  with  the  papers  attending 
the  same,  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  perusal,  and 
that  that  House  be  requested  to  appoint  a  committee  to  confer 
with  a  committee  of  Council  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said 
petition,  who  shall  severally  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  petition  and  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  order  and 
resolve. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Bassett,  and  Mr.  Collins  be 
a  committee  to  bring  in  the  bill  aforesaid  for  holding  an  election 
in  Sussex  County  at  some  short  day. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  "Bill  to  remedy 
the  loss  of  divers  Public  Seals  of  Office  in  the  County  of  New 
Castle,' '  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

And  also  the  following  resolution,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 

"Wednesday,  P.  M.,  December  10,  1777. 
"Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Craghead,  Lockwood,  and  Black  be 
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"a  Committee  of  Accounts  for  the  present  year ;  and  that  Mr. 
"Craghead  wait  on  the  Council  and  propose  to  them  the  ap- 
"  pointment  of  a  committee  of  their  body  to  join  the  committee 
"of  this  House  in  the  business  referred  to  them,  if  they  think 
"  proper/ ' 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  December  nth,  1777. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  December  12th,  1777. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  holding  an  elec- 
tion in  Sussex  County  at  some  short  day,  now  delivered  one  in, 
which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  same  was  read  the  second  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed, 
and  ordered  to  be  transcribed,  and  that  Mr.  Bamng  wait  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  with  the  transcribed  bill  for  their  consideration 
and  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Vice-President  to  the  General  Assembly, 
respecting  the  advance  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
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Pope,  to  purchase  clothing  for  the  Delaware  Battalion  in  the  Con- 
tinental service,  was  delivered  at  the  table,  and,  by  order,  read 
the  first  time. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  resolve  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Wednesday  last,  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Accounts  for  the  present 
year,  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Bassett  and  Vandyke,  to  report 
thereon  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  December  13th,  1777. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  for  the 
borrowing  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  on  the  credit  of  the 
State,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Charles 
Pope,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  in  the  purchase  of  clothing  for 
the  Delaware  Regiment     * 

Which,  by  order,  were  read,  and  an  amendment  proposed  by 
way  of  addition  to  the  last  resolve  being  agreed  to,  tne  same  was 
transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  resolutions  and  die  amendment  proposed  thereto  for  their 
consideration  and  concurrence. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Col.  Jones,  who  had  been  absent,  now  appeared  in  Council. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  resolve  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
of  Wednesday  last,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts for  the  present  year,  was  referred,  do  now  report  it  as  their 
opinion  that  the  following  message  be  sent  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, to  wit : 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council  have  taken  your  resolution  of  Wednesday  last, 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Accounts  for  the  present 
year,  into  consideration,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  whole  busi- 
ness cannot  be  well  executed  by  one  committee.  By  the  gen- 
erality of  the  appointment,  accounts  between  this  State  and  the 
United  States,  future  accounts  of  the  Militia  within  this  State, 
Loan  Office  accounts,  Military  Treasurers'  accounts,  with  some 
others,  will  be  included.  This,  we  apprehend,  was  not  intended 
by  you ;  but,  if  so,  we  cannot  consent  thereto.  To  state  the 
accounts  of  expenditures  by  this  State  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Continent  will  be  a  tedious  business,  requiring  knowledge,  atten- 
tion and  care,  and  it  may  be  too  burthensome  to  exact  any  other 
service  of  the  committee  who  may  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
Therefore  we  submit  it  to  you  whether  it  is  not  necessary  to  ap- 
point committees  severally  for  the  several  services. 

Which  being  agreed  to, 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  signed,  and  that 
Mr.  Jones  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  bill  to  remedy  the  loss  of  divers  Public  Seals  of  Office  in 
the  County  of  New  Castle  was  read  a  second  time,  and,  upon 
consideration  thereof,  divers  amendments  were  proposed  and 
agreed  to. 
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Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  by  Mr.  Bassett 
"  to  the  Assembly. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

It  appearing  to  the  Council  that  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  General  Assembly,  at  their  meeting  in  January  last,  to  pro- 
cure the  making  and  engraving  of  a  Great  Seal  of  this  State, 
have  not  yet  completed  that  business,  and  that  the  Seal  of  New 
Castle  County,  ordered  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be  the  Great 
Seal  of  this  State  pro  tempore  until  the  seal  to  be  procured  as 
aforesaid  should  be  delivered  to  the  President,  hath  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  still  is  in  their  possession,  by  means 
whereof  there  is  not  at  this  time  any  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to 
affix  to  laws  and  commissions  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  ancient  Seal  of  the  County  of  Kent,  dated 
'83,  shall  be  held  and  deemed  to  be  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
pro  tempore,  until  the  Great  Seal  ordered  to  be  made  and  en- 
graven as  aforesaid  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  this  resolve,  for  their  concurrence. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  a  "  Bill  for  reviving  the 
Levy  Court  and  Court  of  Appeal  for  the  County  of  New  Castle, 
and  for  reestablishing  the  process  in  the  Supreme  Court  through- 
out the  State,  and  for  occasional  adjournments  or  removals  of  the 
Courts  from  the  County  Towns;' '  and  a  ' '  Bill  directing  the  choice 
of  Assessors  for  the  present  year  in  such  Hundreds  in  the  County 
of  New  Castle  where  Assessors  have  not  been  chosen  agreeable 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned,''  for  the  consideration  and  concurrence  of  Council. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  A.  M.,  December  15th,  1777. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  "Bill  directing  the  choice  of  Assessors  for  the  present 
year  in  such  Hundreds  in  the  County  of  New  Castle  where  As- 
sessors have  not  been  chosen  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  State, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  first 
time. 

Ordered  also, 

That  the  "  Bill  for  reviving  the  Levy  Court  and  Court  of  Ap- 
peal for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  for  reestablishing  the 
process  in  the  Supreme  Court  throughout  the  State,  and  for 
occasional  adjournments  or  removals  of  the  Courts  from  the 
County  Towns,"  have  its  first  reading,  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  "Bill  directing  the  choice  of  Assessors  for  the  present  year 
in  such  Hundreds  in  the  County  of  New  Castle  where  Assessors 
have  not  been  chosen  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered  also, 

That  the  "Bill  for  reviving  the  Levy  Court  and  Court  of  Ap- 
peal for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  for  reestablishing  the 
process  in  the  Supreme  Court  throughout  the  State,  and  for  oc- 
casional adjournments  or  removals  of  the  Courts  from  the  County 
Towns,"  have  its  second  reading,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  both  the  said  bills  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
Collins,  Vandyke,  and  Jones,  to  report  thereon. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly  returned  to  the  Chair 
the  resolution  for  adopting  the  ancient  Seal  of  Kent  County  as  the 
Great  Seal  of  this  State  pro  tempore,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
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House  of  Assembly  thereto  ;  and  also  the  bill  to  remedy  the  loss 
of  divers  Public  Seals  of  Office  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  with 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council,  to  which  the  House  of 
Assembly  also  agreed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

A  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution, 
to  wit: 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"  Monday,  December  10,  1777. 
MOn  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow  in  the  forenoon, 
"adjourn  for  this  present  sitting  to  some  future  day." 

"Ordered,  That  Major  Bryan  wait  on  the  Council  with  a  copy 
"of  the  above  resolution  respecting  the  adjournment  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly/ ' 

Which  being  read  and  considered, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  Council  be  named  to  confer 
with  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  of  the 
said  resolution. 

Whereupon  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Bassett  were  appointed. 

Ordered  also,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  deliver  the  following  verbal 
message  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  wit : 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  having  received  a  notice  from  your  House  of  their 
intention  to  adjourn  to-morrow  in  the  forenoon,  do  apprehend 
that  the  business  now  before  them  and  necessary  to  be  completed 
before  the  rising  of  the  General  Assembly  cannot  be  gone  through 
by  the  time  limited  by  you  ;  therefore  tne  Council  do  propose  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  their 
House  to  confer  with  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Bassett,  a  committee 
of  Council,  on  the  subject  of  the  adjournment,  as  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Assembly. 
21 
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Mr.  Vandyke,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered 
the  same  according  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly  informed  the  Chair 
that  Messrs.  Patterson,  Craghead,  and  Bryan  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  Council  as  to  the  time 
of  adjourning. 

The  said  committee  of  conference  met  and  agreed  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  House  of  Assembly  to  reconsider  their 
resolution  for  adjourning  to-morrow  in  the  forenoon. 

A  message  from  the  Vice-President  to  the  General  Assembly, 
with  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  i^th  of  November  last,  res- 
pecting the  sufficiency  of  the  force  within  the  State  to  prevent  the 
disaffected  from  furnishing  the  enemy  with  provisions,  and  also  a 
request  for  a  speedy  representation  of  the  State  in  Congress,  was 
delivered  at  the  table,  and,  by  order,  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Collins  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  propose  to  them  the  choosing  of  Delegates  for  this  State  to 
Congress  for  the  ensuing*  year,  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses, 
to-morrow,  at  3  o'clock,  r.  M. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  Bassett  having  applied  for  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days, 
it  is  granted  to  him. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  message 
from  the  Assembly,  to  wit : 

"A  Message  from  the  Assembly  to  the  Council. 

"Gentlemen: 

"The  House  of  Assembly  have  taken  into  their  consideration 
"your  proposition  relative  to  the  choice  of  Delegates  from  this 
"State  to  Congress,  and  think  it  expedient  that  both  Houses 
"should,  previous  to  the  election,  meet  and  put  in  nomination! 
"persons  qualified  for  Delegates  to  Congress,  agreeable  to  the 
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"  mode  heretofore  used  by  both  Houses  in  such  cases;  and  there- 
fore this  House  propose  to  the  Council  to  meet  at  10  o'clock 
11  to-morrow  morning,  at  such  place  as  the  Council  may  think 
"proper." 

Which,  being  read,  was  agreed  to,  and  the  following  answer, 
drawn  up  at  the  table,  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  to  wit : 

An  Answer  from  the  Council  to  a  Message  from  the 
Assembly. 
Gentlemen: 

The  Council  agree  to  the  meeting  proposed  by  the  House  of 
Assembly  at  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  to  put  in  nomination 
persons  who  shall  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  Congress,  and 
that  the  place  of  meeting  be  in  the  Council  Room. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  appointed  to  deliver  the  same,  reported  that  he  had 
so  done  accordmg  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  admitted  and  informed  the  Chair  that  the  House  of 
Assembly  acceded  to  the  place  of  meeting  fixed  by  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  December  16th,  1777. 

The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday 
except  Mr.  Bassett,  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  December  17th,  1777. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Clayton,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending 
at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
message,  to  wit : 

44 A  Message  from  the  Assembly  to  the  Council. 

4 4  Gentlemen  : 

4 4  The  House  of  Assembly,  being  unable  to  meet  yesterday 
44  by  the  absence  of  one  of  their  members,  could  not  attend  the 
44  Council -for  the  purpose  of  putting  in  nomination  persons  quali- 
44  fied  for  Delegates  to  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  joint  resolution 
"of  both  Houses,  do  therefore  propose  to  meet  the  Council 
44  forthwith  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  ;  and  they  also  propose  to 
4 'your  honorable  House  that  both  Houses  proceed  to  the  elec- 
44tion,  by  joint  ballot,  at  3  o'clock.  P.  M. 

44  Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

"SAM'L  WEST,  Speaker. 

44  Dover,  17th  December,  1777." 

Which  being  read,  the  Council  agreed  to  the  time  of  nomina- 
tion and  balloting  for  Delegates  as  proposed  in  the  said  message. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
inform  them  thereof,  and  that  the  Council  are  now  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  Council  Room. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

The  Council  and  Assembly  being  met  in  the  Council  Room, 
to  put  in  nomination  persons  who  are  to  be  balloted  for  as  Dele- 
gates to  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  on  a  mo- 
tion made  that  the  General  Assembly  do  fix  upon  the  number 
of  Delegates  that  shall  represent  the  State  in  Congress  the  en- 
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suing  year,  previous  to  the  putting  any  person  in  nomination  it 
is  unanimously  agreed  that  three  persons  shall  be  chosen  for  this 
service. 

Then  the  members  proceeded  to  put  in  nomination  divers  per- 
sons, whose  names  being  taken  down  for  the  consideration  of  the 
members  of  both  Houses,  the  General  Assembly  adjourned  till 
3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  General  Assembly  met. 

Then  the  members  of  both  Houses  proceeded  to  the  ballot, 
which,  being  taken  down,  it  appeared  that  Caesar  Rodney,  Nich- 
olas Vandyke,  and  Thomas  McKean,  Esquires,  had  a  majority  of 
voices,  and  are  declared  duly  elected  Delegates  from  this  State  to 
Congress  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Then  the  members  of  Assembly  withdrew. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bills  directing  the  choice  of  Asses- 
sors for  the  present  year  in  such  Hundreds  m  the  County  of  New 
Castle  where  Assessors  have  not  been  chosen  agreeable  to  the 
laws  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  and 
also  the  bill  for  reviving  the  Levy  Court  and  Court  of  Appeal  for 
the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  for  reestablishing  the  process  in 
the  Supreme  Court  throughout  the  State,  and  for  occasional  ad- 
journments or  removals  of  the  Courts  from  the  County  Towns, 
were  committed,  report  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  subject  matter 
of  the  said  two  bills  hath  relation  to  each  other  and  ought  to  be 
formed  into  one  bill ;  and  the  committee  further  report  that  they 
essayed  the  draught  of  such  a  bill,  by  way  of  amendment  to  the 
said  two  bills,  which  they  submit  to  trie  correction  of  the  Council. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  said  bill  of  amendment  was  read  the  first  time. 
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By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and,  after 
some  amendments,  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed.- 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  transcribed  bill  for  their  consideration  and  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Bryan,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  "  Bill  impowering  the 
President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Delaware  State  to  draw 
out  of  the  Loan  Office  of  Kent  County  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
pounds  ;"  and  also  the  resolutions  for  borrowing  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds,  on  the  credit  of  the  State,  to  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pope  to  purchase  clothing  for  the 
Delaware  Regiment,  with  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Coun- 
cil by  way  of  addition  to  the  last  resolve,  to  which  the  House  of 
Assembly  had  agreed,  and  accordingly  added  a  further  resolu- 
tion, setting  forth  the  loan  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  by  Vincent  Loockerman,  and  charging  this  State 
with  repayment  of  the  same  with  interest. 

Council  adjourned  till  Friday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  December  19th,  1777. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members  as  on  Wednesday, 
and  also  Mr.  Bassett 

On  motion, 

The  resolutions  for  borrowing  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
on  the  credit  of  the  State,  and  for  repaying  the  same  with  inter- 
est, were  read  and  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 
11  Friday,  P.  M.,  December  12th,  1777. 

"Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
"be  borrowed  upon  the  credit  of  this  State,  and  that  the  Vice- 
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"  President  sign  certificates  to  the  person  or  persons  lending  the 
"same. 

''Resolved,  That  this  House  will  devise  ways  and  means  for  the 
11  repayment  to  the  lender  or  lenders  thereof. 

"Resolved,  That  the  said  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
14  pounds  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Charles 
"Pope,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  in  the  purchase  of  clothing  for 
11  the  Delaware  Regiment  aforesaid,  and  that  Colonel  Pope  be 
"  accountable  for  the  expenditure  thereof  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, or  to  the  President  or  Vice-President  of  the  State  for  th£ 
"time  being  in  the  vacation  of  Assembly,  in  order  that  the  State 
"  may  have  the  said  sum  refunded  by  Congress. 

"Wednesday,  P.  M.,  December  17th,  1777. 

"It  appealing  to  the  House  that  Vincent  Loockerman,  of 
"Dover,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  Decern - 
"ber  instant,  had  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Vice-President  of 
"this  State,  in  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution  of  both  Houses, 
"made  on  Saturday  last,  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 

"pounds,  lawful  money,  for  the  use  of  this  State. 

i 

"Resolved,  That  this  State  be  chargeable  with,  and  the  same 
"is  hereby  made  chargeable  with  the  said  seven  hundred  and 
"fifty  pounds,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Vincent  Loockerman,  his 
"executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  at  any  time  within  one 
"year  from  this  date,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per 
"annum,  from  the  sixteenth  day  of  December,  instant,  until  the 
"same  be  repaid. 

"Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bryan  wait  on  the  Council  with  the  reso- 
lutions for  the  borrowing  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  upon 
"the  credit  of  the  State,  and  putting  the  same  into  the  hands  of 
"Lieutenant  Colonel  Pope  to  purchase  clothing  for  the  Delaware 
"  Regiment,  and  inform  them  that  this  House  has  acceded  to  the 
"amendment  proposed  thereto,  and  that  he  deliver  a  copy  of  the 
"last  resolution  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  bill  empowering  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief 
to  draw  out  of  the  Loan  Office  of  Kent  County  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  pounds,  was  read  the  first  time. 
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By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and  there- 
upon committed  to  Messrs.  Bassett  and  Vandyke  to  report 
thereon. 

The  committee  report  divers  amendments  as  necessary  to  the 
said  bill,  which,  being  read,  were  severally  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  sent  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Colonel  Jones  is  appointed  for  this  purpose,  and  also  to  return 
the  resolutions  for  the  borrowing  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  on  the  credit  of  the  State,  and  for  the  repaying  the  same, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P..  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

On  motion  and  order, 

That  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  the  Delegates  to  the 
Congress,  as  chosen  on  Wednesday,  the  17th  inst,  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  expressing  the  powers  they  are  to  be  invested 
with,  be  drawn  up  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their 
concurrence,  which,  being  done  and  transcribed,  was,  by  order, 
read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Whereas  Caesar  Rodney,  Nicholas  Vandyke,  and  Thomas 
McKean,  Esquires,  have  been  chosen,  by  joint  ballot  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Assembly,  to  represent  the  Delaware  State  in  the 
Continental  Congress, 

Resolved,  That  they,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby 
fully  authorized  and  empowered,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  State, 
to  concert,  agree  to,  and  execute  any  measure  which  they  or  he, 
together  with  a  majority  of  the  Continental  Congress,  shall  judge 
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necessary  for  the  defence,  security,  interest,  and  welfare  of  this 
State  in  particular  and  America  in  general;  with  power  to  ad- 
journ to  such  times  and  places  as  shall  appear  most  conducive  to 
the  public  safety  and  advantage. 

Mr.  Hyatt  is  ordered  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Armstrong,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a 
"  Bill  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  General  Assembly,' * 
which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and,  upon 
the  vote,  postponed. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  certificate  of 
the  appointment  of  the  Delegates  to  the  Congress,  as  chosen  on 
Wednesday,  the  17th  instant,  in  the  General  Assembly,  express- 
ing the  powers  they  are  to  be  invested  with,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
message  from  the  Assembly,  to  wit : 

"A  Message  from  the  Assembly  to  the  Council. 
%i  Gentlemen: 

"This  House  having  sent  to  the  Council,  on  Wednesday 
"last,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence,  a  bill  entitled  'An 
"act  empowering  the  President,  Vice-President,  or  Commander- 
"in-Chiet  to  draw  out  of  the  Loan  Office  of  Kent  County  the 
"sum  of  five  thousand  pounds,  part  of  the  sum  emitted  by  an 
"act  entitled,  'An  act  for  printing  and  emitting  fifteen  thousand 
"pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State,  to  be  let  out  on  loan, 
"  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  in 
"such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  for  providing  a  fund  for 
"sinking  the  same ;' '  and  the  said  bill  being  returned  to  the 
"House  this  day,  by  a  member  of  Council,  with  a  bill  entitled 
"'A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  printing  and 
22 
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1 '  emitting  fifteen  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State, 
4 'to  be  let  out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  ten 
"  thousand  pounds  in  such  bills,  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  for 
"providing  a  fund  for  sinking  the  same,' '  which,  by  a  verbal 
' '  message,  was  said  to  be  an  amendment  to  the  first  mentioned 
"bill;  this  being  contrary  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  used  in 
"such  cases  by  both  Houses  (it  having  been  usual  heretofore,  as 
"  this  House  conceives,  to  point  out  amendments  particularly  in 
"writing,)  the  House  of  Assembly  desire  to  know,  by  a  written 
' 1  message,  whether  the  said  supplementary  bill  was  intended  as 
"amendatory  of  the  said  first  mentioned  bill  or  not. 

"  Dover,  Dec.  19,  1777." 

And  the  same  being  taken  into  consideration,  an  answer  was 
drawn  up  at  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  signed 
by  the  Speaker,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

An  Answer  from  the  Council  to  a  Message  from  the 
Assembly. 
Gentlemen  : 

The  Council,  when  they  sent  the  bill  entitled  "A  supple- 
ment to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  printing  and  emitting  fifteen 
thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State,  to  be  let  out  on 
loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  in 
such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  for  providing  a  fund  for 
sinking  the  same,'  "  intended  the  same  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Assembly  entitled  "An  act  empower- 
ing the  President,  Vice-President,  or  Commander-in-Chief  to  draw 
out  of  the  Loan  Office  of  Kent  County  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
pounds,  part  of  the  sum  emitted  by  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for 
printing  and  emiting  fifteen  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  of 
this  State,  to  be  let  out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum 
of  ten  thousand  pounds  in  such  bills,  for  the  use  of  this  State, 
and  for  providing  a  fund  for  sinking  the  same,'  "  as  appears  by 
the  verbal  message  delivered  by  the  member  of  the  Council  who 
returned  the  original  bill,  together  with  the  amendment  The 
Council  were  induced  to  this  proceeding,  (tho'  not  strictly  regu- 
lar,) merely  for  the  savin?  of  time.  v. rom  the  notice  sent  by 
your  House,  on  Monday  last,  of  their  intention  to  adjourn,  and 
the  conference  of  the  committees  thereon,  the  Council  apprehend- 
ed that  some  of  the  usual  forms  of  proceeding  must  be  dispensed 
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with,  or  otherwise  much  of  the  business  before  both  Houses  would 
be  left  unfinished ;  however,  we  do  not  mean  or  wish  to  establish 
it  as  a  precedent,  and  if  the  House  of  Assembly  shall  think  it 
necessary  to  return  the  two  bills  thus  sent,  the  Council  will  pro- 
ceed on  the  bill  from  your  House  in  the  usual  mode. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Bassett  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  ad- 
mitted and  returned  the  bill  directing  the  cnoice  of  Assessors  for 
the  present  year  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  reviving  the 
Levy  Court  and  Court  of  Appeal  for  the  County  of  New  Castle, 
and  for  reestablishing  the  process  in  the  Supreme  Court  through- 
out the  State,  and  for  occasional  adjournments  or  removals  of  the 
Courts  from  the  County  Towns,  with  an  amendment,  which, 
being  agreed  to,  was  made  therein. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  inform  them  that  the  Council  acceded  to  the 
amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  Vandyke  returned  and  reported  that  he  delivered  the  bill 
and  message  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Craehead,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  reso- 
lution, to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Friday,  December  19th,  1777. 

"The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  one  of  the  resolu- 
"  tions  of  Council  of  the  29th  of  October,  referred  to  in  a  message 
"from  the  Council  of  the  10th  instant,  which  has  not  been  acted 
"  upon  by  this  House,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"That  a  committee  of  three  persons  be  appointed  to  receive, 
"examine,  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  expenses  which  have  ac- 
"crued  and  become  due  to  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  New 
"  Castle  and  Kent  for  former  service,  viz :  Robert  Bryan,  Robert 
"Armstrong,  and  Thomas  Montgomery,  gentlemen;  and  also 
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"  that  a  committee  of  three  persons,  viz :  John  Jones,  John  Rod- 
"  ney,  and  John  Clowes,  gentlemen,  be  appointed  in  the  County 
"of  Sussex,  to  receive,  examine,  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  ex- 
penses which  have  accrued  and  become  due  to  the  Militia  of 
"Said  County  for  former  service,  and  make  report  thereof  to  the 
"  President,  who  is  to  pay  the  same  accordingly. 

"And  thereupon 

"Resolved,  That  this  House  concur  in  the  said  resolution. 

"Ordered,  That  the  above  be  transcribed,  and  that  Mr.  Crag- 
4  *  head  wait  on  the  Council  and  deliver  the  same. 

Ordered  also,  That  Mr.  Craghead  inform  the  Council  that  this 
"  House  intends,  to-morrow,  in  the  afternoon,  to  adjourn  to  some 
"future  day.' ' 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  memorial  of  Ephraim  Blaine,  Deputy  Commissary  Gen- 
eral of  Purchase  for  the  Continental  Army,  was  read  the  first 
time  and  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  the  Assembly  for  their  pe- 
rusal. Col.  Jones  is  appointed  for  this  purpose,  who,  being  re- 
turned, reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same  according  to 
order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  December  20th,  1777. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion, 

The  resolution  of  Council  of  the  29th  of  October,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  delivered  the  last  even- 
ing, was  read,  and,  upon  consideration,  the  following  message 
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was  drawn  up  at  the  table  and  agreed  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  to  wit : 

Gentlemen: 

We  received  a  resolution  by  member  of  your  House  last  even- 
ing concuring  in  a  resolution  of  the  29th  of  October  last,  for  the 
appointment  of  two  several  committees  for  adjusting  the  accounts 
due  to  the  Militia  of  the  State  for  former  service,  and  referred  to, 
among  other  things,  in  our  message  to  you  of  the  10th  instant, 
but  without  any  alteration  in  the  form  of  that  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  report  to  be  made  by  these  committees. 
When  the  Council  adopted  this  resolution,  it  was  a  doubt  with 
them  whether  your  House  could  or  would  have  been  formed  in 
the  course  of  die  year,  and  therefore  extremly  uncertain  when  a 
General  Assembly  would  meet;  but  this  being  obviated,  this 
Council  took  an  early  opportunity  to  lay  the  whole  before  you, 
wishing  you  to  make  further  provision  and  supply  the  irreeular- 
ity  of  a  proceeding  adopted  from  necessity,  but  as  the  House 
of  Assembly  have  not  done  more  than  return  a  general  concur- 
rence, the  Council  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  Assembly  a 
reconsideration  of  that  resolution,  and  submit  whether  it  is  not 
necessary  to  direct  the  report  to  be  made  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, in  order  the  allowances  therein  may  receive  such  approba- 
tion as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  and  that  it  may  be  a  voucher  in  the 
State's  account  against  Congress,  without  which  sanction,  we 
doubt,  it  will  not  be  considered  a  proper  voucher.  The  demand 
of  the  State  will  be  considerable,  and  a  risque  of  this  sort  should 
be  avoided  while  in  our  power.  We  beg  leave,  also,  to  remind 
you  that  you  have  not  acted  upon  all  the  resolutions  of  the  29th 
of  October  last.  A  material  one  is  omitted,  to  wit :  that  which  re- 
commends it  to  the  President  to  draw  for  the  balance  of  the  ten 
thousand  pounds  emitted  for  the  support  of  the  State  and  apply 
the  same  to  discharge  the  debts  to  be  ascertained  by  the  commit- 
tees aforesaid. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  the  same. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported 
wording  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  Messrs.  Caesar  Rodney,  James  Sykes,  and 
Eleazar  M.  Coombs  be  a  committee  to  state  an  account  of  the 
monies  advanced  by  the  State,  or  on  the  credit  thereof,  for  re- 
cruiting the  Delaware  Battalion  in  the  two  last  campaigns,  and  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  same ;  and  also  to  state  an  account  of 
expenditures  by  this  State  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  the  said  committee  be  empowered  to  send  for  persons, 
papers  and  things. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  Kent  County  do  deliver  the  ancient  Seal  of  the  said 
County,  dated  '83,  used  in  his  office,  unto  the  Vice-President  or 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State,  the  same  seal  being  established 
as  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State,  until  a  new  one  is  made  and  de- 
livered to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  then  it  is  ordered  that 
the  seal  aforesaid  be  redelivered  to  the  Prothonotary. 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time,  and  agreed  to  be  sent 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Ordered^  That  Col.  Collins  deliver  the  said  resolutions  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  Armstrong,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Council 
"A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  printing  and  emit- 
ting fifteen  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State,  to  be 
let  out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  ten  thousand 
pounds  in  such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  for  providing  a 
fund  for  sinking  the  same/  "  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  thereto. 
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Whereas  the  two  months  limited  for  the  service  of  the  600 
Militia  ordered  to  be  raised  by  a  resolution  of  the  Council  of  the 
29th  October  last,  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  State,  is 
near  expiring,  and  the  present  situation  of  the  public  affairs  in  the 
State  requires  that  a  standing  body  of  the  Militia  be  kept  up ; 
therefore 

Resolved*  That  the  like  number  of  Militia  be  continued  in  the 
service  of  the  State  for  other  two  months,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  that  they  be  furnished 
in  the  same  proportion  as  by  the  said  resolution  of  the  29th  of 
Octdber  last  is  directed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered 
the  same  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Stout,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted,  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  the 
Council  for  the  appointment  of  Caesar  Rodney,  James  Sykes, 
and  Eleazar  McCombs,  to  be  a  committee  to  state  an  account  of 
the  monies  advanced  by  this  State,  or  on  the  credit  thereof,  for 
recruiting  the  Delaware  Battalion  in  the  two  last  campaigns,  and 
of  the  expenditures  of  the  same,  and  of  the  expenditures  of  this 
State  in  behalf  of  the  United  States.  Also  the  resolution  of  Coun- 
cil for  the  delivery  of  the  ancient  Seal  of  Kent  County  to  the 
Vice-President.  And  also  the  resolution  of  Council  for  continu- 
ing 600  Militia  in  the  service  of  the  State  for  other  two  months, 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  each  of  the  said  reso- 
lutions. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  remedy  the  loss  of  divers  Public 
Seals  of  Office  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,' '  and  the  bill  enti- 
tled "A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  printing  and 
emitting  fifteen  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State, 
to  be  let  out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  ten 
thousand  pounds  in  such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  for 
providing  a  fund  for  sinking  the  same,'  "  being  severally  exam- 
ined and  compared,  the  Council  agree  that  the  same  be  enacted 
into  laws. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I76  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  to  be  signed  by  their  Speaker. 

Mr.  Lockwood,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
resolves,  to  wit  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  P.  M.,  December  20,  1777. 

"The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  message  sent 
from  Council  this  afternoon,  and  thereupon 

"Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  persons  be  appointed  to 
' '  receive,  examine,  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  expenses  which 
* '  have  accrued  and  become  due  to  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of 
1  '  New  Castle  and  Kent  for  former  service,  viz  :  Robert  Bryan, 
"  Robert  Armstrong,  and  Thomas  Montgomery,  gentlemen;  and 
"also  that  a  committee  of  three  persons,  viz :  John  Jones,  John 
"Clowes,  and  John  Rodney,  gentlemen,  be  appointed  in  the 
"County  of  Sussex,  to  receive,  examine,  and  adjust  the  accounts 
"  of  expenses  which  have  accrued  and  become  aue  to  the  Militia 
"of  said  County  for  former  service,  and  make  report  thereof  to 
4 '  the  General  Assembly  of  Delaware  at  their  next  meeting. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Vice-President  or  Commander-in-Chief 
"be  empowered  to  draw  for  and  apply  the  balance  of  ten  thou- 
"sand  pounds,  emitted  for  the  support  of  this  State  by  an  act 
"entided  'An  act  for  printing  and  emitting  fifteen  thousand 
"pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State,  to  be  let  out  on  loan, 
' '  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  in  such 
"bills  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  for  providing  a  fund  for  sink- 
ing the  same,'  towards  the  discharge  of  the  debts  due  to  the 
'  *  Militia  heretofore  called  out. ' ' 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  same,  by  special  order,  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  with  the  concurrence  of  Council  thereto. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 
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Dr.  Molleston,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  remedy  the  loss  of  divers  Public  Seals  of 
Office  in  the  County  of  New  Castle ;"  also  the  bill  entitled  "A 
supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  printing  and  emitting 
fifteen  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State,  to  be  let 
out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  ten  thousand 

S)unds  in  such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  for  providing  a 
nd  for  sinking  the  same;'  "  and  also  the  "Bill  directing  the 
choice  of  Assessors  for  the  present  year  in  the  County  of  New 
Castle,  and  reviving  the  Levy  Court  and  Court  of  Appeal  for 
the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  for  reestablishing  the  process  in 
the  Supreme  Court  throughout  the  State,  and  for  occasional  ad- 
journments or  removals  of  the  Courts  from  the  County  Towns/ ' 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bills  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Council,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 

i.  "An  act  to  remedy  the  loss  of  divers  Public  Seals  of  Office 
in  the  County  of  New  Gastle  ;" 

2.  "A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  printing  and 
emitting  fifteen  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State, 
to  be  let  out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  ten 
thousand  pounds  in  such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  for 
providing  a  fund  for  sinking  the  same  ;'  " 

3.  "An  act  directing  the  choice  of  Assessors  for  the  present 
year  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  reviving  the  Levy  Court 
and  Court  of  Appeal  for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  for  re- 
establishing the  process  in  the  Supreme  Court  throughout  the 
State,  and  for  occasional  adjournments  or  removals  of  the  Courts 
from  the  County  Towns ;" 

Passed  this  session. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  report,  to 
wit: 
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"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  P.  M.,  December  20th,  1777. 

"The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Grand  Committee  to  con- 
sider of  certain  accounts  brought  in  for  the  service  of  the  State, 
*  *  and  after  some  time  spent  therein  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
' '  mittee  reported  that  they  had  allowed  the  following  accounts, 
"to  wit: 

"To  the  Honorable  Thomas  McKean,  Esquire,  .  £  90    0  nj£ 
' '  To  James  Sykes,  Esq. ,  for  signing  paper  money 

"  and  expenses  in  attending  Congress,   ....        55     1     9 
"To  Richard  Lockwood  and  John  Clarke,   Es- 

"  quires,  each  ^16,  for  signing  paper  money,  .        32    0    o 
"To  Philip  Barratt,  Esq.,  Sheriff  of  Kent  County, 

"  for  public  services, 29    0    o 

"  To  Thomas  Wild,  Goaler  of  Kent  County,    .    .  6  10    3 
"  To  James  Booth,  as  Secretary  and  Clerk  of  As- 
sembly, for  former  services,  &c., 42    4    6 

£254  17     5# 

Which  said  report  was  agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  sent  to  the  Council  for  concurrence,  and  returned  with  the 
concurrence  of  Council  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Bassett  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  several  laws  passed  this  session,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Council,  together  with  a  resolve  of  Council  for  affixing  the  Great 
Seal  to  the  said  laws. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  law. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolve,  to  wit : 

"In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  P.  M.,  December  20,  1777. 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved^  That  the  Vice  President  and  Commander-in-Chief 
"be  empowered  to  draw  on  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Offices  of 
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4 'this  State  for  the  several  sums  agreed  by  the  General  Assembly 
"to  be  due  to  the  following  persons,  out  of  the  interest  monies 
"in  the  said  offices,  viz  : 

"To  the  Honorable  Thomas  McKean,  Esquire,    .  ,£90  o  nj^ 

"  To  James  Sykes,  Esquire, 55  1  9 

"To  Richard  Lockwood  and  John  Clarke,  Esq'rs, 

"^16  each, 32  o  o 

"To  Philip  Barratt,  Esquire, 29  o  o 

"  To  Thomas  Wild, 6  10  3 

"  To  James  Booth,  Esquire, 42  4  6 


Which  said  resolve  was  agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  sent  to  the  Council  for  concurrence,  and  returned  with  the 
concurrence  of  Council  thereto. 

Then  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  settlement  of  the  per  diem, 
wages  and  mileage  of  the  members,  and  the  accounts  of  their 
officers  for  the  present  meeting,  and  the  following  allowances 
were  made,  viz : 

To  George  Read  (Speaker),  Nicholas  Vandyke, 
Peter  Hyatt,  Thomas  Collins,  John  Baning, 
Richard  Bassett,  and  John  Tones,  Esq'rs,  for 
for  21  days'  attendance  and  mileage,    ... 

To  Mr.  Benjamin  Vinine,  Clerk, 11  19  6 

To  Nathaniel  Smithers,  Jun. ,  Doorkeeper,     ....  400 

To  Mr.  French  Battell,  for  fire,  candles,  &c,    ...         15    o  o 
To  Mr.  French  Battell,  for  sundry  expenses  of  the 

Council, 150  18  3 

£  282    9  1 


^100  11  4 


Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  Trustees  of 
the  Loan  Offices  of  Kent  and  Sussex  for  the  payment  of  the 
several  sums  aforesaid. 

Whereupon  the  said  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  first  Monday  in  March  next. 
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VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


SPECIAL  SESSION,  FEBRUARY,  1778. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  by  a  special  order  of  the  Vice-President,  on 
Tuesday,  the  seventeenth  day  of  February,  Anno  Domini  1778, 
a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  compose  a  House  not  attend- 
ing, the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  till  Thursday,  Feb- 
ruary 19th,  1778. 


Thursday,  February  19th,  1778. 

The  Council  met,  but  a  quorum  of  the  House  of  Assembly  not 
attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  till  Saturday, 
February  21st,  1778. 


Saturday,  February  21st,  1778. 

The  Council  met 

The  following  members  appeared  in  the  Council,  viz : 

Far,  New  Castle  County — George  Read  (JSpeaker\  Nicholas 
Vandyke,  Peter  Hyatt 
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For  Kent  County — Richard  Bassett,  John  Baning,  Thomas 
Collins. 

For  Sussex  County — Col.  John  Jones. 

A  message  from  the  Vice-President  to  the  General  Assembly, 
respecting  the  raising  of  the  Militia  for  reinforcing  General  Small- 
wood,  at  Wilmington,  in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  his 
Excellency  General  Washington  of  the  19th  of  December  last, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  get  possession 
of  that  port,  and  the  neglect  of  the  Militia  to  obey  the  orders  for 
their  march  owing  to  the  deficiency  of  the  law  ;  and  also  respect- 
ing the  recruiting  of  the  Delaware  Battalion,  either  by  drafting 
or  otherwise,  agreeable  to  a  further  requisition  of  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  contained  in  his  letter  of  the  19th  of  Janu- 
ary last,  together  with  copies  of  the  said  letters,  was  delivered  at 
the  table, 

And,  on  motion  and  order,  the  same  were  read. 

Mr.  Bryan,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending 
at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
order  of  that  House,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Saturday,  February  21st,  1778. 

"The  House  took  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  message 
"from  his  Honor  the  Vice-President,  recommending  measures 
"  to  be  taken  for  the  completion  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and 
' '  thereupon 

"Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bryan  wait  on  the  Council  and  propose  to 
' '  them  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  their  body  to  join  with 
"a  committee  of  this  House  to  consider  of  the  best  methods  for 
"the  speedy  completing  of  the  said  regiment,  who  may  severally 
"report  thereon.' ' 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Collins, 
Vandyke,  and  Jones  are  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Council  a 
committee  of  conference  on  the  business  aforesaid. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  this  resolution  of  concurrence  and  appointment 
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Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  Stout,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending 
at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  en- 
tided  "An  act  to  enable  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Sussex  to 
hold  an  election  in  said  county  to  elect  members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  Sheriffs  and  Coroners  for  the  said  county  for  the  en- 
suing year,"  with  amendments  thereto,  which,  by  order,  were 
reacf  and  agreed  to,  and  the  amendments  were  accordingly  made 
in  the  bill. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  inform  them  that  the  Council  had  acceded  to  their  proposed 
amendments  in  the  bill  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered 
the  same  according  to  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 
Upon  the  question,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  the  seat  of  Daniel  Dingee  in  the  Council  be- 
came vacant  on  the  first  day  of  October  last,  and  the  member  of 
Council  to  be  chosen  under  the  bill  now  passed  for  holding  an 
election  in  the  County  of  Sussex  is  to  supply  that  vacancy. 

It  appearing  to  the  Council  that  Samuel  Shelton  Sloss,  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  died  lately,  on  motion 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  issue  a  writ  to  the  Sheriff  of  Sussex 
County,  directing  him  to  hold  an  election  on  the  second  day  of 
March  next  for  the  choosing  a  new  member  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Sloss. 

The  bill  for  the  holding  an  election  in  Sussex  County,  being 
engrossed,  was  read  and  compared  and  passed  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jones  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly for  comparison  and  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  that 
House. 

Mr,.  Jones,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order. 

24 
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Mr.  Stout,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at 
the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the 
holding  an  election  in  Sussex  County,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Council,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Vice-President  and  Commander-in-Chief 
affix  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
enable  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Sussex  to  hold  an  election  in 
said  county  to  elect  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  Sheriff, 
and  Coroners  for  the  said  county  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  February  23d,  1778. 

The  Council  met  t  Some  of  the  members  attending  the  com- 
mittee, the  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  February  24th,  1778. 

The  Council  met  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Col.  Jones. 

The  committee  of  Council  appointed  to  confer  with  a  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  complet- 
ing the  Delaware  Regiment,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the 
table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 
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Dr.  Ridgely,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending 
at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  certain  reso- 
lutions founded  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  for 
completing  the  Delaware  Regiment,  which,  by  order,  were  read 
die  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  were  read  a  second  time,  and  divers 
amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  were  ordered  to  be 
transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concur- 
rence. 

Ordered)  That  Mr.  Hyatt  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  resolutions  and  amendments. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  February  25th,  1778. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Dr.  Molleston,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
Assembly  for  the  completing  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  some  of 
which  the  House  of  Assembly  agreed  to,  and  to  others  they  pro- 
posed further  amendments. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
notice  of  that  House,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Wednesday,  A.  M.,  February  25th,  1778. 

"Ordered,  That  Mr.  Molleston  wait  on  the  Council  and  inform 
"them  that  this  House  proposes,  in  the  afternoon,  to  adjourn  for 
"a  few  days." 
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The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amendments  proposed 
by  the  Assembly  to  the  amendments  of  the  Council,  and  there- 
upon 

Resolved,  That  the  following  message  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  to  wit : 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  have  taken  into  consideration  the  amendments 
proposed  by  your  House  to  the  amendments  offered  by  the 
Council  to  the  resolutions,  founded  on  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  conferees,  for  filling  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  are  of 
opinion  that  if  adopted  they  will  not  answer  the  end  intended 
by  your  House,  and  also  apprehend  that  the  reasons  for  their 
amendments  have  not  been  fully  understood  or  perhaps  your 
House  would  not  have  disagreed  to  some  of  the  amendments  at 
least ;  and  as  this  business  requires  dispatch,  as  well  from  the 
nature  of  it  as  from  the  intention  of  the  Assembly  to  adjourn  this 
afternoon  for  a  few  days,  the  Council  propose  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  subject  matter  of  the 
several  amendments  proposed  by  each  House  for  the  more  speedy 
settling  of  this  business,  which,  if  approved  of,  the  Council  will 
immediately  name  members  of  their  body  to  attend  the  confer- 
ence forthwith. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  same  message. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Mr.  Clark,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending 
at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  informed  the  Chair  that  that  House 
acceded  to  the  proposed  conference,  and  that  Messrs  Patterson, 
Ridgely,  Clayton,  Armstrong,  and  Lockwood  are  appointed  by 
the  House  ot  Assembly  for  that  purpose. 

And,  on  motion,  Messrs.  Bassett,  Vandyke,  and  Baning  are 
appointed  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  inform  the  House  of  Assembly  of 
this  appointment. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met 

Mr.  Lockwood,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chan-  the 
following  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  as  agreed  to  and 
reported  by  die  committee  of  conference  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  February  25th,  1778. 

"The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of 
"Council  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  each  House  to  the 
"resolutions  for  the  completing  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  re- 
"  ported  the  following  resolutions  to  be  adopted  in  the  place  of 
"the  resolutions  before  mentioned,  which  were,  by  order,  read 
"and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  to  wit : 

"Resolved,  nemine  contradicente,  That  in  order  to  fill  up  the 
"said  regiment  speedily,  which  appears  to  be  deficient  in  number 
"four  hundred  and  twenty  men,  rank  and  file,  every  officer  be 
"allowed  thirty-five  dollars  for  each  able-bodied  soldier  he  hath 
"enlisted  since  the  first  day  of  February  instant,  or  that  he  may 
"enlist  before  the  first  day  of  May  next,  for  the  term  of  three 
"years,  or  during  the  war,  and  who  shall  pass  muster. 

"That  an  additional  bounty  of  forty-five  dollars  be  given  to 
"every  soldier  so  as  aforesaid  enlisted,  or  that  may  be  enlisted. 

"That  the  Vice-President  be  empowered  to  borrow  from  Con- 
"gress,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  State,  forty  thou- 
"sand  dollars,  to  carry  the  business  aforesaid  into  execution,  and 
"this  House  will  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  repayment  of 
"  the  said  sum. 

"Resolved  also,  That  if  the  said  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars 
"cannot  be  obtained  from  Congress,  that  the  like  sum  be  bor- 
rowed from  private  persons  on  the  credit  of  the  State,  and  that 
"the  Vice-President  sign  certificates  to  the  person  or  persons  who 
"  may  lend  the  same,  and  this  House  will  devise  ways  and  means 
"for  the  repayment  to  the  lender  or  lenders  thereof" 
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Which,  by  order,  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  a  special  order  the  same  were  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
inform  them  that  the  Council  had  agreed  to  the  said  resolutions. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  done  so  ac- 
cording to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  report  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  expenses  accrued  and 
become  due  to  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and 
Kent  for  former  service,  examined  and  approved  of  by  the  House 
of  Assembly,  together  with  divers  vouchers,  for  the  consideration 
and  concurrence  of  the  Council. 

And,  on  motion,  the  same  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  February  26th,  1778. 

The  Council  met. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that  he  had  received,  since 
the  rising  of  the  Council  on  the  last  evening,  a  writing,  sub- 
scribed by  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  by  way  of  notice,  that 
the  House  of  Assembly,  on  yesterday,  had  adjourned  to  Wednes- 
day, the  fourth  of  March  next,  which,  by  order,  was  read  and 
filed. 

The  Council  resumed  the  report  from  the  Committee  of  Militia 
Accounts,  and  proceeded  to  the  examination  thereof  with  the 
vouchers,  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  ordered  to  lie  over 
for  further  examination. 

The  Council  adjourned  to  the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 
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VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  MARCH,  1778. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  by  adjournment,  on  Wednesday,  the  4th  day 
of  March,  Anno  Domini,  1778,  a  sufficient  number  of  members 
to  compose  a  House  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from 
day  to  day  till  Monday,  March  9th,  1778. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  March  9th,  1778. 
The  Council  met 

The  following  members  appeared  in  the  Council,  viz  : 
For  New  Castle  County — George  Read  {Speaker),  Peter  Hyatt. 
For  Kent  County — John  Baning. 
For  Sussex  County — Col.  John  Jones,  William  Conwell. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 
Sussex  of  the  election  of  two  Councillors  to  fill  the  vacant  seats 

* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


194  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 

of  Daniel  Dingee,  Esq.,  whose  seat  became  vacant  on  the  first 
day  of  October  last  by  rotation,  and  of  Samuel  Shelton  Sloss, 
Esquire,  who  lately  died,  being  delivered  at  the  table,  it  appears 
that  John  Clowes,  Esq,,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council  for 
the  County  of  Sussex,  in  the  room  of  Daniel  Dingee,  under  the 
act  of  Assembly  passed  at  this  session ;  and  that  William  Con- 
well,  gentleman,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council  for  the  said 
County  of  Sussex,  in  the  room  of  Samuel  Shelton  Sloss,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  special  writ  issued  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Conwell  appeared  in  the  Council,  took  the  oath  and  sub- 
scribed the  declaration  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  and  then  took  his  seat  in  the 
Council.     [See  note  on  page  io."] 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  March  ioth,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

A  message  from  the  Vice-President  to  the  General  Assembly, 
respecting  the  reinforcing  General  Washington  with  500  Militia, 
together  with  divers  resolutions  of  Congress  recommending  the 
taking  into  consideration  the  Plan  of  Confederacy  for  the  United 
States  ;  the  raising  the  State's  quota  of  five  millions  of  dollars  in 
the  current  year  by  tax  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  ;  the  reg- 
ulating the  price  of  labor,  manufactures,  internal  produce,  and 
commodities  imported  from  foreign  parts,  and  the  future  supply 
of  clothing  for  tne  battalion  belonging  to  the  State,  was  delivered 
at  the  table,  and,  by  order,  read  the  first  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Council  certain  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress recommending  more  effectual  provision  to  be  made  for  the 
detecting  and  punishing  of  deserters  in  the  several  States,  and  a 
letter  from  General  Washington,  representing  the  necessity  of  an 
adequate  remedy  for  this  evil ;  and  the  Council,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  "Act  against  desertion  and  harbouring  deserters, 
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or  dealing  with  them  in  certain  cases,*'  are  of  opinion  that  the 
penalties  therein  are  too  low,  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  further  and  more  effectual  detecting  of 
deserters  and  punishing  the  harbourers  of  them. 

And,  on  motion, 

Messrs.  Jones,  Baning,  and  Conwell  are  appointed  a  commit- 
tee for  this  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  March  nth,  1778. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Collins  appeared  in  the  Council  and  took  his  seat.  Some 
of  the  members  attending  the  Committee,  the  Council  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  March  12th,  1778. 
The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Tuesday. 
Mr.  Vandyke  appeared  and  took  his  seat  in  Council. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
further  and  more  enectual  detecting  of  deserters  and  punishing 
the  harbourers  of  them,  now  delivered  one  at  the  table,  which, 
by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and,  sundry  amendments 
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being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  same  passed  the  Council,  and 
ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Baning  is  appointed  for  this  purpose,  who,  being  returned, 
reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  March  13th,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

General  Patterson,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly, 
attending,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
resolve,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Friday,  A.  M.,  March  13th,  1778. 

"Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  a 
"  committee  of  Council  on  the  subject  matter  of^i  resolution  of 
"Congress  of  the  22d  of  November  last,  recommending  to  the 
"Legislatures,  or,  in  their  recess,  to  the  Executive  authority  of 
"the  respective  States,  to  cause  subscriptions  to  be  opened  for 
"the  loan  of  monies  to  be  invested  in  certificates  from  the  respec- 
"tive  Continental  Loan  Offices." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Van- 
dyke and  Jones  are  appointed  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  die 
Council  to  join  a  like  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  resolutions  with  the  concurrence  and  appointment  of  the 
Council. 
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Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress respecting  Ae  regulating  of  the  price  of  labor,  manufac- 
tures, internal  produce,  and  commodities  imported  from  foreign 
parts,  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purposes  in  the  said  resolutions  men- 
tioned. 

And,  on  motion,  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Collins,  and  Hyatt  are  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  this  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  March  14th,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conwell  for  leave  of  absence  till  Monday 
next,  the  same  is  granted  to  him. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  March  16th,  1778. 
Council  met  and  adjourned  till  Tuesday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  March  17th,  1778. 
The  Council  met 

Mr.  Clowes,  a  member  of  the  Council  for  Sussex  County,  ap- 
peared in  the  Council,  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the  declara- 
tion prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  State,  and  then  took  his  seat  in  the  Council.  [See  note  on 
page  70.] 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending 
at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for 
the  further  and  more  effectual  detecting  of  deserters  and  punish- 
ing the  harbourers  of  them,  with  some  amendments,  to  which  the 
Council  agreed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  that  Mr.  Bassett 
inform  the  House  of  Assembly  that  the  Council  have  acceded  to 
the  proposed  amendments. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  so  done  ac- 
cording to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  resolve  of  Congress  of 
September  3d  last,  recommending  to  the  several  States  to  take 
effectual  measures  f6r  importing  or  otherwise  procuring,  during 
the  ensuing  winter,  such  supplies  of  arms,  tents,  or  other  military 
stores,  blankets,  clothing,  medicines,  and  other  necessary  articles 
for  their  respective  Militia,  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  next  cam- 
paign, and  that  they  report  to  Congress  the  species  and  quantity 
of  military  stores  manufactured  in  their  respective  States ;  and 
thereupon 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 
said  recommendation  of  Congress  into  consideration  and  report 
thereon. 

Oq  motion,  Messrs.  Clowes,  Bassett,  and  Jones  are  appointed 
a  committee  for  the  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,   I  778.  1 99 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  March  i8th,  1778. 
The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  brine  in  a  bill  for 
regulating  the  price  of  labor,  manufactures,  internal  produce,  and 
commodities  imported  from  foreign  parts,  now  delivered  one  at 
the  table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  March  19th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Hyatt. 

A  message  from  the  Vice-President  to  the  General  Assembly, 
with  the  copy  of  a  written  paper,  subscribed  by  the  Representa- 
tives from  the  County  of  Sussex,  addressed  to  tne  Vice-President, 
was  delivered  at  the  table,  and,  by  order,  read. 

On  motion 

Resolved,  That  that  part  of  the  said  message  which  relates  to 
the  application  made  to  him  for  his  orders  to  Brigadier  Dagwor- 
thy,  for  the  disarming  of  the  disaffected  in  Sussex  County  and 
the  taking  up  some  of  the  principals,  together  with  the  copy  of 
the  written  paper,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  persons  appointed  are  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Collins,  and 
Bassett 

The  bill  against  desertion,  being  engrossed,  was  read  and  com- 
pared and  passed  the  Council. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  comparison  and  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  that 
House. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  March  20th,  1778. 
The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Baning  now  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  bill  against 
desertion  to  the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  of 
yesterday. 

The  committee  to  whom  part  of  the  message  from  the  Vice- 
President  of  yesterday  was  referred  now  delivered  their  report  at 
the  table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and,  on 
consideration  and  debate,  the  same  was  rejected,  and  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  agreed  to,  that  is  to  say : 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  is  fully  convinced  that  some  of  the 
disaffected  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Sussex  have  taken  up 
arms,  much  to  the  terror  of  the  good  people  of  said  county  and 
the  encouragement  of  the  British  forces  to  land  and  make  excur- 
sions there ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Council  that,  for  the 
restoring  peace  and  harmony  in  said  county,  the  President  of 
this  State  issue  his  orders  immediately  to  General  Dagworthy  to 
disarm  and  take  the  ammunition  from  all  the  disaffected  inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  County  of  Sussex. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  that  the  recruiting  officers 
have  committed  great  abuses  in  the  said  County  of  Sussex, 

Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  be  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  foundation  of  the  said  complaints,  and  prevent  such  con- 
duct in  future. 
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Ordered^  That  Mr.  Clowes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  resolutions  for  their  consideration  and  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Clowes,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.-M.,  March  21st,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
The  Council  adjourned  to  the  25th  of  this  instant,  March. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  by  adjournment,  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  day 
of  March,  Anno  Domini  1778,  a  quorum  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  till 
Friday,  March  27th,  1778.  - 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  March  27th,  1778. 

The  Council  met. 

The  following  members  appeared  in  the  Council,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  County — George  Read  {Speaker),  Nicholas 
Vandyke,  Peter  Hyatt. 

For  Kent  County — Richard  Bassett,  Thomas  Collins,  John 
Baning. 

For  Sussex  County— John  Jones,  John  Clowes. 

General  Patterson,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government,"  for 
the  consideration  and  concurrence  of  the  Council,  which,  by 
order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  for  adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  Militia  of  New  Castle 
and  Kent  Counties  for  past  service,  and  several  amendments  were 
proposed  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  those 
amendments  and  draught  a  message  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
assigning  the  reasons  tor  making  the  same. 

And  thereupon  Messrs.  Bassett  and  Clowes  are  appointed  for 
this  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  March  28th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  the  amendments  as  pro- 
posed in  the  Council  to  the  report  of  tne  committee  for  adjusting 
the  accounts  of  the  Militia  for  New  Castle  and  Kent  Counties  for 
past  services,  and  also  to  draught  a  message  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly assigning  the  reasons  for  making  the  same,  now  delivered 
their  report,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and  sev- 
eral amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to.  The  said  message 
and  amendments  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

1.  In  the  general  account  for  New  Castle  County,  No.  1  and 
line  4  from  the  top,  dele  the  words  [bounty  in  Jerseys,]  and  insert 
instead  thereof  [pay  and  retained  rations  in  September,  1777.] 

2.  After  the  charge,  in  .same  account,  by  Capt  William  Rob- 
inson, No.  3,  insert  [of  which,  it  appears  by  his  account,  that  he 
received  of  George  Latimer,  the  Paymaster,  £  72  :  10  :  o.] 

3.  After  the  charge,  in  same  account,  by  William  Woodland, 
No.  14,  insert  [of  which,  it  appears  by  his  account,  that  he  re- 
ceived of  George  Latimer,  the  Paymaster,  £  10  :  o  :  o.] 

4.  After  the  charge,  in  same  account,  by  Leonard  Vandegrift, 
No.  20,  insert  [of  which,  it  appears  by  his  account,  that  he  re- 
ceived of  Captain  Peter  Hyatt  ,£3:0:0.] 

5.  In  the  same  account,  under  the  head  Col's  Cantwell's  Bat- 
talion, No.  4,  Captain  William  Moody's  Pay-roll,  £  158  :  10  :  10, 
deduct  35s. ,  a  charge  of  three  weeks'  service  of  John  Moaris. 

6.  In  the  general  account  for  Kent  County,  No.  1  and  line  2d 
from  the  top,  dele  the  words  and  figures  [Charles  Eustace,  for 
medicines  for  said  troop,  ^20.] 

The  said  message  follows  in  these  words,  viz : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  reasons  inducing  the  Council  to  propose  to  your  honora- 
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ble  House  the  amendments  to  the  report  of  the  committee  for 
adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  Militia  of  New  Castle  and  Kent 
Counties  for  past  services,  herewith  sent,  are  as  follow,  to  wit : 

As  to  the  first  amendment,  for  that  the  charge,  as  stated  in  the 
general  account,  is  not  warranted  by  the  voucher,  it  being  for  pay 
and  retained  rations,  instead  of  a  bounty  in  Jerseys. 

As  to  the  second  amendment,  the  Council  conceive  it  necessary 
to  show  upon  the  face  of  the  general  account  the  sum  that  the 
party  charging  hath  already  received  ;  otherwise  he  may  receive 
a  certificate  from  the  President  for  the  whole  sum  there  carried 
out,  which  will  entitle  him  to  the  payment  thereof,  therefore  he 
will  be  in  part  paid  twice  for  the  same  service. 

As  to  the  third  and  fourth  amendments,  the  same  reasons  as  in 
the  second. 

As  to  the  fifth  amendment,  it  appears  by  the  information  of 
one  of  the  field  officers  of  that  battalion,  Major  Vandyke,  that 
the  charge  of  35s.  made  for  John  Mearis,  in  Captain  Moody's 
account,  for  three  weeks'  service,  is  wrong,  and  ought  not  to  be 
allowed,  he  never  having  performed  any  such  service. 

As  to  the  sixth  amendment,  it  appears  that  the  same  charge  is 
made  and  allowed  in  Captain  Carty's  account,  therefore  ought 
not  to  be  separately  made  by  Doctor  Charles  Eustace. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed,  and  that  the  message 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  deliver  the  same,  with  the  amend- 
ments and  Militia  accounts,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  A.  M.,  March  30th,  1778. 
The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday. 

General  Patterson,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly, 
attending  at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair 
the  report  of  the  Committee  for  Militia  Accounts  in  Sussex  Coun- 
ty, agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  and  accounts  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three  to  report  thereon. 

Messrs.  Baning,  Hyatt,  and  Bassett  are  appointed  a  committee 
for  this  purpose. 

Doctor  Ridgeljr,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
order  of  that  House  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Monday,  March  30,  1778. 

"Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ridgely  inform  the  Council  that  the  fol- 
"  lowing  persons  have  been  appointed  conferees,  on  the  part  of 
"this  House,  for  the  purposes  declared  in  a  resolution  of  both 
"Houses  of  the  13th  instant,  viz :  Ridgely,  Craghead,  and  Kol- 
"lock." 

Which  was  read  and  approved  of. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
resolution  of  that  House,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Monday,  March  30th,  1778. 

"Whereas  his  Excellency  John  McKinly,  Esq.,  our  worthy 
"  President,  taken  by  the  enemy  in  September  last,  still  remains 
"a  prisoner,  with  litde  prospect  of  exchange  shortly,  and  the 
"  Speaker  of  the  Council,  who  acts  as  Vice-President,  requesting 
"  to  be  relieved  from  the  duties  of  that  office,  as  alone  sufficient 
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"  to  employ  the  whole  time  and  attention  of  any  individual  of  the 
"  State ;  therefore 

"Resolved^  That  the  place  of  President  of  the  State  be  im- 
"  mediately  supplied  by  the  nomination  and  appointment  of  the 
"  General  Assembly. 

"Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ridgely  wait  on  the  Council  with  the 
"foregoing  resolution  for  their  concurrence,  and  inform  them 
"that,  if  assented  to,  the  House  of  Assembly  will  meet  the 
* '  Council  to  put  in  nomination  such  persons  who  may  be  voted 
"for  as  President  at  a  subsequent  meeting  of  botn  Houses, 
"agreeable  to  the  mode  heretofore  adopted  and  used." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  resolution,  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  and 
inform  them  that  the  Council  will  meet  the  House  of  Assembly, 
in  the  Assembly  Room,  to-morrow  morning,  at  10  o'clock,  to 
put  in  nomination  persons  who  may  be  voted  for  as  President 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  March  31st,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Conwell  appeared  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Council. 

Mr.  Clowes,  who  was  appointed  to  wait  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly with  their  resolution  to  put  in  nomination  persons  for  the 
place  of  President  of  this  State,  as  concurred  in  by  the  Council, 
now  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  the  order  of  yes- 
terday. 
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« 
Mr.  Peery,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  notice  of 
that  House,  to  wit : 

"In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Tuesday,  A.  M.,  March  31st,  1778. 

"Ordered,  That  Mr.  Peery  wait  on  the  Council  and  inform 
"them  that  this  House  is  now  ready  to  receive  them  and  proceed 
"to  the  nomination  aforesaid. " 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  Assembly  Room,  and  there  met 
the  House  of  Assembly,  when  several  persons  were  put  in  nom- 
ination for  the  office  of  President  and  their  names  taken  down  for 
the  consideration  of  the  members  of  both  Houses. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  meet  in  the  Assembly 
Room,  to  ballot  for  a  President  of  the  State,  at  3  o'clock  this 
afternoon. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  Assembly 
Room  and  there,  in  General  Assembly,  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  4  President  for  the  State,  and  the  members  of  both  Houses,  to 
wit :  eight  of  the  Council  and  sixteen  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
then  present,  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  name  of  the  Pre- 
sident to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  same  into  a  ballot-box,  the 
Speakers  of  the  two  Houses,  in  the  presence  of  the  other  mem- 
bers, examined  the  ballot-box,  and  it  appeared  that  twenty  votes, 
out  of  twenty-four,  were  in  favor  of  trie  Honorable  Caesar  Rod- 
ney, Esquire. 

Whereupon  the  said  Caesar  Rodney,  Esquire,  is  declared  duly 
dected  President  of  this  State  for  the  term  of  three  years  next 
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ensuing  and  until  the  sitting  of  the  next  General  Assembly  there- 
after, and  no  longer,  agreeable  to  the  present  Constitution  or 
system  of  government. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  nominate  five  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly  to  wait  on  the  Honorable  Caesar 
Rodney,  Esquire,  and  inform  him  of  his  election  and  appoint- 
ment to  the  office  of  President  of  this  State,  and  know  whether 
he  will  accept  the  said  office,  and  make  report  thereof  to  the 
General  Assembly. 

And  thereupon  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Clowes,  Ridgely,  Patterson, 
and  Bryan  are  appointed  for  this  purpose. 

Then  the  General  Assembly  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning 
at  10  o'clock,  to  receive  the  report  of  the  said  committee. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  April  ist,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Then  the  Council  met  the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  Assembly 
Room  in  order  to  receive  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
yesterday. 

The  committee  delivered  at  the  table  General  Rodney's  an- 
swer, in  writing,  which  was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz : 

' '  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly : 

"I  received,  yesterday  afternoon,  your  message  declaring 
"  me  duly  elected  President  of  the  Delaware  State,  and  am  fully 
"sensible  of  the  honor  done  me  by  the  appointment;  but,  as  I 
"am  too  conscious  of  my  own  inability  to  suppose  your  expec- 
"tation  will  be  answered  by  my  acceptance,  I  hope  I  shall  be 
"excused.     I  think,  nevertheless,  that  at  a  time  like  this  it  is  the 
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"duty  of  every  member  of  society  to  take  such  part  in  the  civil 
"line  as  shall  be  assigned  him  by  government,  if  tolerably  quali- 
11  fied  ;  therefore,  if  the  General  Assembly  cannot  fix  upon  some 
"other  person  more  equal  to  that  important  duty,  I  shall,  tho* 
"with  the  greatest  diffidence,  accept — in  full  confidence,  however, 
"that  your  honors  will  afford  me  every  necessary  aid  in  the  due 
"execution  of  the  laws  and  otherwise  supporting  the  civil  gov- 
"  eminent  as  now  established  under  the  authority  of  the  people  ; 
"and  as  the  provision  made  for  the  President  is  by  no  means  an 
"  ample  one,  that  the  General  Assembly  would  not  wish  to  add 
"to  the  sacrifice  I  have  already  made  by  much  more  than  ought 
"to  fall  to  the  share  of  any  one  member  of  the  community. 

"CjESAR  RODNEY. 
"Dover,  April  1st,  1778." 

Ordered,  That  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  General  Rod- 
ney to  the  office  of  President  of  this  State,  signed  by  the  Speakers 
of  the  two  Houses,  and  sealed  with  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State, 
be  made  out  and  delivered  to  General  Rodney. 

Ordered  also,  That  the  same  committee  wait  on  Mr.  President 
Rodney  with  the  said  certificate,  and  inform  him  that  the  General 
Assembly  will  take  into  their  consideration  that  part  of  his  answer 
respecting  a  further  provision  to  be  made  for  the  President  of  the 
State  than  that  which  is  already  made  by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

The  committee  report  that  they  had  delivered  the  aforesaid 
certificate  to  Mr.  President  Rodney,  which  he  accepted,  accord- 
ing to  order. 

Then  the  General  Assembly  adjourned  till  3  o*  clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  the  Council  withdrew. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


27 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  LC 


2IO  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met,  and,  on  motion,  the  bill  for  the  further  secu- 
rity of  the  Government  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  lie 
over  till  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion,  the  bill  for  regulating  and  limiting  the  prices  of 
sundry  articles  of  produce,  &c,  was  read  a  2d  time  and  ordered 
to  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  April  2d,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion, 

Resolved)  That  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  be  authorized  to 
administer  as  well  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  declaration  of  faith 
as  the  oath  of  office  to  the  Honorable  Caesar  Rodney,  Esquire, 
now  appointed  President  of  this  State,  as  directed  by  the  22d 
section  of  the  system  of  government,  and  that  the  same  be  cer- 
tified into  the  Secretary's  office. 

Resolved  also,  That  the  oath  of  office  be  in  the  form  following, 
to  wit : 

I,  Caesar  Rodney,  do  swear  that  I  will  well  and  truly,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  ol  my  abilities  and  judgment,  execute  the  office 
of  President  of  the  Delaware  State,  agreeable  to  the  Laws  and 
Constitution  thereof,  so  help  me  God. 

Which,  by  order,  was  read. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  foregoing  resolutions  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  accordmg  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
the  further  security  of  the  Government,  which,  by  order  of  yes- 
terday, was  postponed  till  to-day,  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  ordered  to  lie  over  for  further  consideration. 

Mr.  Black,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending 
at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  aforesaid 
resolutions  of  the  Council,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  thereto. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Council  then  waited  on  the  President,  and, 
being  returned,  reported  to  the  General  Assembly  that  he  had 
administered  as  well  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  declaration  of 
faith  as  the  oath  of  office  to  his  Excellency  Caesar  Rodney,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Delaware  State,  in  pursuance  of  certain  resolu- 
tions of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  day. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  April  3d,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Patterson,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  of  that  House,  to  wit : 

"In  Assembly,  Thursday,  April  2d,  1778. 

"Whereas  the  late  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  is  appointed 
"President  of  this  State,  whereby  the  former  office  is  become 
"vacant;  therefore 

"Resolved,  That  the  place  of  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  be  im- 
"  mediately  supplied  by  the  nomination  and  appointment  of  the 
"General  Assembly. 

"Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson  wait  on  the  Council  with  the 
"foregoing  resolution  for  their  concurrence,  and  inform  them 
"that,  if  assented  to,  the  Assembly  will  meet  the  Council  to- 
"  morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  to  put  in  nomination  such 
1  *  persons  who  may  be  voted  for  as  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  at 
'  *  a  subsequent  meeting  of  both  Houses,  agreeable  to  the  mode 
"  heretofore  adopted  and  used.M 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  resolution,  and  inform  them  that  the  Council 
are  ready  to  receive  them  in  the  Council  Room  and  proceed  in 
the  nomination  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Clowes,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  same 
according  to  order. 

The  Doorkeeper  informed  the  Chair  that  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly attended  at  the  door  and  desired  to  be  admitted,  and  they 
were  admitted. 

The  Council  and  Assembly  being  met  in  the  Council  Room 
to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  voted  for  as  Judge  of  the 
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Admiralty  of  this  State,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  on 
motion, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  wait  on 
his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform  him  that  the  General 
Assembly  are  now  sitting  for  the  purpose  of  putting  in  nomina- 
tion persons  to  be  voted  for  as  Judge  of  tne  Admiralty,  and 
know  whether  his  Excellency  would  choose  to  attend  that  nomi- 
nation. 

Messrs.  Jones,  Hyatt,  Craghead,  Peery,  and  Hall  are  appointed 
for  this  purpose ;  who,  being  returned,  reported  that  his  Excel- 
lency said  he  would  wait  on  the  General  Assembly  immediately. 

The  President  attended  in  the  General  Assembly. 

Then  the  members  proceeded  to  put  in  nomination  divers  per- 
sons, whose  names  were  taken  down  for  the  consideration  of  the 
members  of  both  Houses. 

On  motion,  agreed  that  the  General  Assembly  now  separate 
and  meet  at  3  o'clock  this  afternoon  for  the  purpose  of  balloting 
for  a  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  out  of  the  persons  put  in  nomina- 
tion in  the  morning. 

Mr.  Baning,  a  member  of  the  Council,  delivered  to  the  Chair 
a  message  from  the  President  to  the  Legislative  Council,  which 
follows  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council ; 

"Complaint  is  just  now  made  to  me,  as  Commander-in-Chief 
"of  this  State,  by  Thomas  White,  Esquire,  who  says  a  Conti- 
nental officer,  in  virtue  of  an  order  or  resolution  of  Congress, 
"has  taken  him  into  custody,  and,  as  he  believes,  with  a  design 
"to  carry  him  out  of  the  State.  He  says,  further,  that  he  is 
"ready  and  willing  to  answer  to  any  charge  alleged  against 
"him,  but  thinks  he  ought  to  be  charged  within  the  State,  &c. 

"As  the  General  Assembly  is  now  sitting,  I  have  thought 
"proper  to  lay  this  complaint  before  the  honorable  the  Council 
"ior  their  direction.  I  have  also  made  the  House  of  Assembly 
"acquainted  with  it. 

"CESAR  RODNEY. 

"April  3d,  1778." 
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Which,  by  order,  was  read. 

The  Council,  taking  the  said  message  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  both 
Houses,  who  may  report  severally  thereon ;  and  that  the  House 
of  Assembly  be  requested  to  appoint  a  committee  of  their  House 
to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Council  on  the  subject  matter  of 
the  said  message  this  afternoon. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  informed  of  the  foregping 
resolution,  and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Council  that  he  issue 
his  orders  to  the  officer  or  officers  in  whose  custody  Mr.  White 
is,  that  he  or  they  do  not  remove  him  from  the  Town  of  Dover 
until  the  President  shall  give  further  order  therein. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly,  and 
also  on  the  President,  with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
inform  them  that  the  Council  are  sitting  and  are  ready  to  receive 
the  Assembly,  when  they  shall  think  fit,  in  order  to  proceed  in 
the  ballot  for  a  Judge  of  the  Admiralty. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  so  done  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Mr.  Hall,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending 
at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolu- 
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tion  of  this  day  respecting  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
both  Houses  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  President's  message, 
concurred  in  by  the  Assembly,  who  appoint,  on  the  part  of  that 
House,  Messrs.  Craghead,  Patterson,  and  Molleston. 

And  therefore  Messrs.  Jones  and  Vandyke  are  appointed  con- 
ferees on  the  part  of  the  Council,  to  meet  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  Conwell  is  ordered  to  inform  the  House  of  Assembly  of 
the  foregoing  appointment ;  who,  being  returned,  reported  that 
he  had  so  done  according  to  order. 

The  Doorkeeper  informed  the  Chair  that  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly attended  at  the  door  and  desired  to  be  admitted,  and  they 
were  admitted. 

The  Council  and  Assembly  being  met  in  the  Council  Room, 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  wait  on  his 
Excellency  the  President  and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  of 
Assembly  are  now  sitting  for  the  purpose  of  balloting  for  a  Judge 
of  the  Admiralty  and  request  his  attendance. 

Messrs.  Clowes,  Conwell,  Lewis,  Kollock,  and  Molleston  are 
appointed  for  this  purpose ;  who,  being  returned,  reported  that 
the  President  said  that  he  would  attend  immediately.        % 

The  President  attended  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  bal- 
lot being  taken  down,  it  appeared  that  Thomas  Rodney,  Esquire, 
was  unanimously  elected  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  a  certificate  of  the  election  and  appointment  of 
Thomas  Rodney,  Esauire,  to  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Admir- 
alty, be  made  out  and  delivered  to  his  Excellency  the  President, 
that  Mr.  Rodney  may  be  commissioned  accordingly. 

Agreed  that  the  two  Houses  now  separate. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Militia  accounts  of 
Sussex  County  and  the  report  of  the  committee  for  said  accounts, 
now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table,  which,  by  order,  was  read 
die  first  time. 
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By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered 
to  lie  over  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  April  4th,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  of  Council  appointed  to  confer  with  a  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  Pre- 
sident's message  of  yesterday,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the 
table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  over  for  con- 
sideration until  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met,  and,  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of 
the  conferees  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  President's  message 
of  yesterday,  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  if  any  person  guilty  of  or  charged  with  treason, 
felony,  or  other  high  misdemeanor,  in  any  State,  shall  flee  from 
justice  and  be  found  within  this  State,  he  ought,  upon  demand 
of  the  Governor  or  Executive  power  of  the  State  from  which 
such  person  flees  to  the  President  or  Executive  power  of  this 
State,  containing  the  charge,  to  be  delivered  up  and  removed  to 
the  State  having  jurisdiction  of  the  offence. 
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Resolved^  That  no  inhabitant  of  this  State  ought  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  same  to  answer  to  a  charge  of  a  fact  committed  within 
this  State  ;  that  in  every  such  case  the  trial  ought  to  be  by  a  jury 
of  the  vicinage  where  the  same  arose,  and  under  the  laws  of  the 
State. 

Resolved,  That  a  remonstrance  be  drawn  up  by  the  General 
Assembly,  and  transmitted  by  his  Excellency  the  President,  with 
the  said  Thomas  White,  to  General  Smallwood,  claiming  the  said 
Thomas  White  as  an  inhabitant  of  this  State,  and  that  lie  be  re- 
manded by  General  Smallwood  to  the  Executive  power  of  this 
State,  together  with  the  charge  against  him,  in  order  that  the 
same  may  be  heard,  tried,  and  determined  on  under  the  laws 
of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  if  General  Smallwood,  in  obedience  to  any 
order  of  Congress,  should  send  the  said  Thomas  White  thither, 
that  the  said  remonstrance  be  sent  with  him  ;  and  that  Congress 
be  requested  to  remand  the  said  Thomas  White  to  the  Executive 
power  of  this  State,  together  with  his  offence,  in  order  that  the 
same  may  be  heard,  tned  and  determined  on  in  this  State,  if  the 
feet  he  is  charged  with  arose  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Hyatt  is  appointed  to  deliver  the  foregoing  resolutions  to 
the  House  of  Assembly ;  who,  being  returned,  reported  the  de- 
livery thereof  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Clowes  having  applied  for  leave  of  absence  till  Monday 
next,  the  same  is  granted  to  him. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending, was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  against 
desertion,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Council. 

Which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix  the 
Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  against  deser- 
28 
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tion  and  harbouring  deserters,  or  dealing  with  them  in  certain 
cases." 

Mr.  Conwell  is  appointed  to  deliver  the  foregoing  resolution  to 
the  House  of  Assembly ;  who,  being  returned,  reported  the  de- 
livery thereof  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Lewis,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  said  resolution  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  April  6th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Messrs.  Collins  and  Vandyke. 

Mr.  Patterson,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolu- 
tion of  that  House,  viz  : 

"  In  Assembly,  P.  M.,  April  4th,  1778. 

"The  House,  taking  into  consideration  a  message  from  his 
"  Excellency  the  President  of  this  State  relative  to  the  arrest  of 
"  Thomas  White,  Esquire,  by  a  Continental  officer,  said  to  be  in 
1 '  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  the  honorable  Continental  Congress, 

"Resolved,  That  this  House  have  full  confidence  in  the  wisdom 
1 '  and  justice  of  Congress  that  they  will  not  infringe  the  rights  and 
"  privileges  of  this  State,  and  therefore  that  they  will  not  try  the 
4  *  said  Thomas  White  for  any  crimes  which  our  laws  have  cogni- 
"zance  of." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  whom  the  report  of  the  committee  for  Militia 
accounts  of  Sussex  County  was  referred,  and  thereupon  agreed 
that  the  following  alteration  and  amendment  be  made  in  the 
allowance  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Conwell,  to  wit : 

Deduct  from  £50  17:6  (the  amount  of  his  account),  the  sum 
of  £j  :  10  :  o,  being  an  overcharge  for  pay. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  Militia  accounts  for  Sussex  County,  and  the  foregoing 
amendment,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  April  7th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Clowes  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  Militia  accounts 
and  the  foregoing  amendment,  according  to  the  order  of  yester- 
day. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  fur- 
ther security  of  the  Government,  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein  the  same  was  ordered  to  lie  over  for  further  considera- 
tion. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  April  8th,  1778. 

The  Council  met,  but  a  quorum  of  the  members  not  attending, 
the  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  April  9th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  Council  again  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
further  security  of  the  Government,  and  several  amendments  be- 
ing proposed  and  agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Clowes  is  ordered  to  deliver  the  said  bill  and  amendments 
to  the  House  of  Assembly ;  who,  being  returned,  reported  that 
he  had  delivered  the  same  according  to  order. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  for  regulating  and  limiting  the 
prices  of  sundry  articles  of  produce,  &c,  was  recommitted,  now 
delivered  a  bill  at  the  table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first 
time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

The  committee  of  Council  appointed  to  confer  with  a  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
22d  November  last  respecting  the  opening  of  subscriptions  for  a 
loan  of  money,  to  be  invested  in  Continental  Loan-Office  Certifi- 
cates, informed  the  Chair  that  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the 
Assembly  had  not  yet  met  them,  and  prayed  a  longer  time. 

Mr.  Clowes,  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  September  last  res- 
pecting the  importing  or  otherwise  procuring  a  supply  of  arms, 
tents,  &c,  informed  the  Chair  that  the  committee  were  not  fully 
satisfied  with  the  inquiries  they  had  made  into  this  business  since 
their  appointment,  and  therefore  prayed  a  longer  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  April  10th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolutions  of  that 
House,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Thursday,  P.  M.,  April  9th,  1778. 

11  Whereas  the  honorable  the  Continental  Congress,  on  the 
M22d  day  of  November  last,  among  other  things  did  resolve  as 
"follows,  viz : 

"  'And  whereas  the  obstruction  of  the  course  of  justice  in  any 
"State  may  not  only  prove  injurious  to  its  citizens,  but  also  to 
"the  circulation  and  credit  of  the  currency  of  such  State,  and  of 
"the  United  States, 
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"  'Resolved  therefore,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  se^ 
States  forthwith  to  take  effectual  care  that  justice  be  duly 
ministered  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  as  well  for 
recovery  of  debts  as  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  and  mi 
meanors. ' 

"And  this  House,  taking  the  said  recommendation  into 
sideration,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  came  to  the  follow 
resolutions  : 

11 1.  That  nothing  so  effectually  tends  to  the  preservation 
happiness  of  a  State,  and  the  peace  and  advantage  of  th< 
inhabitants,  as  the  impartial  administration  of  justice  and 
execution  of  the  laws,  which  blessing  can  only  be  obtaine 
enjoyed  by  a  wise  and  judicious  appointment  of  persons  t< 
the  several  Courts  of  judicature  in  the  same. 

"  2.     That  it  appears  to  this  House  that  the  late  appoint! 
of  Judges  and  Justices  for  some  of  said  Courts  hath  not 
duced  the  said  salutary  effects,  inasmuch  as  the  place  of 
dence  of  some  is  by  no  means  calculated  for  the  most 
and  convenient  administration  of  justice ;  others  of  them 
appointed,  have  neglected  to  accept  of  the  places  to  w 
they  were  appointed,  and,  being  unfriendly  to  the  freedom 
independence  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Government  of 
State  in  particular,  have  fled  to  the  open  enemies  thereof; 
many  of  them  that  did  accept  have  neglected  to  enforce 
laws  of  the  State,  to  punish  treason  and  traitorous  practice 
preserve  the  peace,  to  punish  harbourers  of  deserters,  to 
vent  discriminating  between  Continental  Currency  and  the 
of  Credit  emitted  under  the  authority  of  the  King  of  G 
Britain,  and  too  generally  neglected  to  attend  the  Courl 
Justice,   thereby   causing  much   confusion  and   dissatisfac 
among  the  inhabitants  of  this  Government ;  and  some  of  t 
have  been  convicted  of  a  breach  of  the  penal  laws  of  the  Si 
thereby  rendering  themselves  unworthy  of  so  important  a  ti 

4  *  3.  That  the  appointment  of  two  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supr 
Court  of  this  State  who  inhabit  any  one  county  thereof  ii 
convenient,  and  tends  to  discourage  persons  who  think  tt 
selves  aggrieved  by  the  determinations  of  inferior  judicat 
from  seeking  redress. 

"4.     That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  the  resigns 
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"of  William  Killen  and  John  Cook,  Esquires,  of  their  commis- 
sions of  Justices  of  the  said  Supreme  Court  (as  they  both  reside 
"in  the  same  county),  is  the  only  legal  way  whereby  the  Legis- 
"lature  of  this  State  may  be  enabled  to  remedy  the  inconveni- 
"ence  mentioned  in  the  last  resolution,  by  the  appointment  of 
"one  person  residing  in  each  county  to  be  Justices  of  the  said 
"Court. 

"5.  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  forthwith  send  copies  of  the 
"two  last  resolutions  to  William  Killen  and  John  Cook,  Esq'rs. 

"6.  That  the  General  Assembly  address  the  President  of  this 
"  State,  desiring  him  to  displace  such  of  the  present  Judges  and 
"Justices  of  this  State  as  ne  shall  have  good  reason  to  believe 
"have  been  guilty  of  any  of  the  misdemeanors  above  recited." 

Which  resolutions  were,  by  order,  read. 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
regulating  and  limiting  the  prices  of  sundry  articles  of  produce, 
&c,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  ordered  to  lie  over  for 
further  consideration. 

Mr.  Craehead,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  die  Militia 
accounts  of  this  State  and  the  six  amendments  proposed  thereto 
by  the  Council,  three  of  which  that  House  acceded  to,  and  the 
remaining  three  they  disagreed  to,  and  the  Council  thereupon 
receded  therefrom. 

The  House  of  Assembly  also  proposed  the  following  addition 
to  be  made  to  the  general  account  of  the  Militia  of  Kent  County, 
to  wit : 

[46.    William  Hudson,  per  account,  £5  :  10  :  1.] 

To  which  the  Council  agreed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  a  resolve 
of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  September  last  respecting  the  importing 
or  otherwise  procuring  a  supply  of  arms,  tents,  &c. ,  now  delivered 
their  report  at  the  table,  wnich,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Hall,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at 
the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
message  from  the  Assembly  to  the  Council,  viz  : 
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Gentlemen : 

1  *  The  House  of  Assembly  have  taken  into  consideration 
'  amendments  proposed  by  your  honorable  House  to  the  bill 
'titled  'An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government, ' 

+ '  are  sorry  to  say  they  cannot  accede  to  divers  of  the  s 
1  amendments,  and  therefore  propose  to  your  honorable  He 

* '  as  the  most  expeditious  way  of  determining  this  business, 
'  appointment  of  committees  of  both  Houses  to  confer  on  the 
'  ject  matter  of  the  said  amendments,  who  may  report  there* 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
motion, 

Resolved,  That  an  answer  to  the  said  message  be  drawn  u 

Which  was  accordingly  done  at  the  table,  and  is  as  folL 
to  wit : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  have,  considered  your  message  of  this  day  reh 
to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  bill  ent 
"An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government, ' '  and  ca 
concur  in  your  proposition  of  committees  of  conference  at 
tage  of  the  business,  as  we  apprehend  the  more  regular  and 
peditious  mode  would  be  for  your  honorable  House  to  have 
the  bill  back  to  the  Council  with  your  accession  to  such  of 
amendments  as  your  House  concur  in,  and  the  reasons  whicl 
duced  you  to  reject  the  others.  Those,  perhaps,  might  in< 
the  Council  to  recede  from  the  amendments  which  you  reject 
not,  then  a  conference  might  be  regularly  brought  about. 


Which,  by  order,  was  read  and  approved  of. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be 
ouncil. 

Which  was  done  accordingly. 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Clowes  \ 
ith  the  said  answer. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  io  o'clock. 


Ordered,  That  the  same  be  signed   by  the  Speaker   of 
I  'ouncil. 


Ordered,   That  Mr.  Clowes  wait  on  the  House  of  Asset 
with  the  said  answer. 
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Saturday,  April  nth,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Clowes  reported  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  the  answer  from  the  Council  to  the  message  of  the 
Assembly  agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  ad- 
ministration of  Justice,  Judges,  and  Justices  were,  by  order,  read 
the  second  time,  and  thereupon 

Resolved*  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 
said  resolutions  into  consideration  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Jones,  and  Collins  are  appointed 
a  committee  for  this  purpose. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  September  last,  respect- 
ing the  importing  or  otherwise  procuring  a  supply  of  arms,  tents, 
&c,  was  now,  by  order,  read  the  second  time,  and,  after  some 
consideration  had  thereon,  that  part  of  the  report  which  related 
to  the  fitting  out  vessels  for  the  importing  of  arms,  &c. ,  was  dis- 
approved ot,  and  the  other  parts  were  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  draw  up  a  set  of  resolutions,  founded  thereon,  to  be 
adopted  by  the  Council,  and  make  report  in  the  afternoon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hyatt  for  leave  of  absence  till  Tuesday  next, 
the  same  is  granted  to  him. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conwell  for  leave  of  absence  till  Monday 
next,  the  same  is  granted  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  Militia  accounts  of  this  State,  together  with 
the  papers  and  vouchers,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
in  order  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  that  House,  and  that  it 
be  recommended  to  that  House  to  provide  for  the  payment  and 
discharge  of  said  accounts. 

Mr.  Jones  is  appointed  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly ;  who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered 
the  same  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
29 
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Monday,  April  13th,  177J 

The  Council  met,  but  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  t 
a  House  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  till  to-mor 
morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  April  14th,  177J 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members  except  Mes 
Hyatt,  Conwell,  and  Clowes. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  ad: 
ted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  "An  act  for  establishing  a  Mi 
within  this  State,' '  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for 
further  security  of  the  Government,  and  the  amendments  ] 
posed  thereto  by  the  Council,  some  of  which  the  Hous< 
Assembly  had  acceded  to,  and  disagreed  to  the  others ;  i 
an  answer  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  a  message  from 
Council,  assigning  their  reasons  for  aisagreeing  to  the  sa 
which  follows  in  these  words,  viz  : 

1 '  Gentlemen : 

"  When  we  proposed  to  your  honorable  House  the  appc 
"  ment  of  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  subject  matter  of 
"amendments  proposed  by  you  to  the  bill  for  the  further  seen 
1 '  of  the  Government,  we  had  in  view  the  dispatch  of  busi] 
"only  ;  but  as  you  were  not  pleased  to  agjee  with  our  prop< 
"conference,  we  now  send  you  the  said  bill,  with  our  reasons 
"not  acceding  to  such  of  your  amendments  as  have  been  reje< 
"by  this  House. 

1 '  Your  proposed  amendment  for  leaving  out  the  word  [Mi 
"in  the  13th  line  of  the  first  page,  and  inserting  instead  thereof 
"  word  [July],  we  cannot  agree  to,  because  we  think  it  is  now  1 
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"for  every  inhabitant  of  this  State  to  determine  within  himself 
"  whether  he  will  be  for  or  against  it.  But  as  the  first  of  May  is 
"too  short  a  time  to  carry  the  law  into  execution,  we  now  pro- 
"  pose  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  your  hon- 
orable House,  by  leaving  out  the  word  [July]  ana  inserting 
"instead  thereof  the  word  [June]. 

"Your  6th  proposed  amendment,  for  leaving  out  the  word 
"  [defend],  this  House  cannot  accede  to,  because  we  think  every 
"person  who  receives  protection  from  the  laws  of  this  State 
"  ought  to  render  his  service  in  defence  thereof. 

"Your  7th  amendment,  for  leaving  out  the  words  [and  the 
"Constitution  thereof  as  now  established],  we  cannot  agree  to, 
"because  the  Constitution  of  this  State  hath  pointed  out  a  way 
"  by  which  the  same  may  be  altered. 

"Your  27th  amendment,  for  leaving  out  the  whole  of  the  6th 
" enacting  clause  after  the  word  [juryman}  and  inserting  instead 
"thereof  [and  under  the  aforesaid  disabilities  shall  remain,  &c.,] 
"  this  House  have  not  acceded  to,  because  they  are  of  opinion  a 
"line  of  discrimination  ought  to  be  drawn  between  those  who 
"now  acknowledge  their  allegiance  to  this  State  and  the  Govern- 
"ment  thereof  and  those  who  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  the  same  ; 
"and  every  inhabitant  of  this  State  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
"acknowledge  his  allegiance  thereto,  in  the  time  limited  by  the 
"laws  thereof,  will  not  be  entitled  to  the  immunities  and  protec- 
"tions  of  the  same  so  long  as  he  shall  neglect  giving  testimony 
"of  his  attachment  and  fidelity  to  the  Constitution  of  this  State, 
"and  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  privileges  derived 
"from  its  laws,  until  he  give  satisfaction  that  he  hath  not  injured 
"the  freedom  thereof. 

"Your  32d  amendment,  proposing  the  leaving  out  of  the 
"whole  of  the  10th  enacting  clause  and  instead  thereof  inserting 
41  [A7id  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  Justices 
"of  the  several  Counties,  &c.,]  this  House  cannot  agree  to,  for 
"the  same  reason  by  them  given  for  not  acceding  to  the  27th 
"amendment 

"The  other  amendments  proposed  by  your  honorable  House 
"are  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  set  of  resoluti 
founded  on  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  take 
consideration  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  September  1 
respecting  the  importing  or  otherwise  procuring  a  suppl] 
arms,  &c,  now  delivered  a  set  of  resolutions  at  the  table,  wh 
by  order,  were  read  and  approved  of,  and  are  as  follows,  viz 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  empowered  to  procure, 
loan  or  purchase,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  State,  any  numbei 
arms  and  quantity  of  ammunition  that  he  may  think  necesj 
for  the  defence  of  the  State  the  ensuing  campaign. 

Resolved  also,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  appl) 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Delaware  Battalion  for  leav< 
detain  under  his  enlistment  a  certain  John  Watkins,  by  trade 
armourer  (a  soldier  in  said  battalion),  for  the  purpose  of  rer. 
ing  the  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  Militia,  and  also  tnose  belong 
to  the  State. 

Resolved  also,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  appoint 
or  more  persons  whose  business  shall  be  to  enter  into  a  cont 
with  the  said  John  Watkins  for  his  labor  and  the  use  of  his  tc 
at  any  sum  not  exceeding  ^15  per  month  and  a  soldier's  Cc 
nental  ration  per  dajr,  and  to  provide  a  shop  in  or  near  the  T 
of  Dover  for  the  said  Watkins  to  work  in,  and  to  superint 
him  in  the  said  business. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  April  15th,  177 
The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  answer  from  the  Assembly  to  the  message  from 
Council,  setting  forth  their  reasons  for  disagreeing  to  som< 
the  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  further  security  of  the  C 
ernment,  was  now  read  a  second  time,  and  the  Council  proo 
ed  to  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  disagreed  to  by 
House  of  Assembly  severally,  and,  upon  the  question, 
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The  Council  receded  from  the  3d  amendment  and  agreed  to 
the  month  of  June  being  inserted  instead  of  the  month  of  July. 

As  to  the  6th,  7th  and  27th  amendments,  the  Council  adhered 
to  the  same. 

As  to  the  32d  amendment,  the  Council  adhered  to  the  first  and 
last  part  thereof,  but  receded  from  the  clause  requiring  the  mem- 
bers of  Assembly  and  officers,  &c,  to  take  the  oath,  &c,  within 
one  month,  &c. 

As  to  the  33d  amendment,  the  Council  adhered  to  the  same, 
with  the  alteration  of  the  month  of  July  for  Tune,  to  make  the 
same  correspond  with  the  first  clause  in  the  bill. 

And  thereupon  Messrs.  Collins  and  Vandyke  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  draw  up  a  message  to  the  Assembly  containing 
reasons  for  adhering  to  the  amendments  as  aforesaid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly of  the  9th  instant,  respecting  the  administration  of  justice, 
&c. ,  were  referred,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table,  which, 
by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met. 


On  motion,  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State 
was,  by  order,  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  lie  over  for 
further  consideration. 

On  motion,  the  bill  for  regulating  and  limiting  the  prices  of 
sundry  articles  of  produce,  &c. ,  was  now  read  by  paragraphs, 
and,  after  some  consideration  had  thereon,  was  ordered  to  lie 
over  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  April  16th,  177* 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterc 

On  motion  made  that  the  Council  now  proceed  on  the  regt 
ing  bill,  partially  gone  through  on  the  last  evening,  and  the  qi 
tion  being  put,  the  House  are  equally  divided,  and  the  Spea 
decided  in  favor  of  the  question,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ckn 
that  the  yeas  and  nays  be  entered  on  the  question,  they  an 
follows,  viz  : 

For  the  affirmative — Thomas  Collins,  John  Baning,  Ricl 
Bassett,  Nicholas  Vandyke. 

For  the  negative — John  Clowes,  William  Conwell,  Peter  Hj 
John  Jones. 

And  the  Council  accordingly  proceeded  on  the  said  bill, 
after  divers  amendments  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  same  pa* 
the  Council,  and  was  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  to 
House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.   Hyatt  deliver  the  said  bill  and  amc 
ments,  and  also  the  resolutions  of  the  Council  of  the  14th  ins 
respecting  the  procuring  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition 
engaging  an  armourer  for  the  use  of  the  State,  to  the  Hous 
Assembly. 

Mr.  Armstrong,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly, 
tending  at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Cha 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  Charles  Pope,  of  the  Count) 
Kent,  his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  to  erect  a  bri 
over  Duck  Creek  ;M  and  also  two  several  petitions,  the  one 
the  said  Charles  Pope,  praying  for  leave  of  the  General  Assen 
to  erect  a  bridge  over  Duck  Creek,  the  other,  signed  by  sur 
inhabitants  of  Duck  Creek,  praying  that  the  same  may  noi 
granted,  to  the  destruction  or  damage  of  a  public  wharf 
landing  place  there. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  administration 
of  justice,  &c,  and  the  report  thereon,  and,  after  some  amend- 
ments made,  the  same  was  postponed  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  April  17th,  1778. 

The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Council  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
respecting  the  administration  of  justice,  and  agreed  to  further 
amendments. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Jones  be  a  committee  to 
draw  up  a  message  to  the  House  of  Assembly  stating  the  reasons 
for  these  amendments. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Hyatt  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  gn 
him  in  charge  to  the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  the 
of  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  message  to  the  1 
of  Assembly,  stating  the  reasons  of  the  Council  for  adheri 
their  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  further  security  of  the 
ernment,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  now  br 
one  in,  which,  being  read  and  agreed  to,  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council,  taking  into  consideration  as  well  those  ai 
ments  which  they  had  proposed  to  the  bill  for  the  further  se 
of  the  Government,  and  disagreed  to  by  your  honorable  F 
as  the  amendments  proposed  by  your  House  to  our  third  ai 
ment,  do  recede  from  their  3d  amendment  and  agree  to  insc 
word  [June]  instead  of  the  word  [May],  as  in  the  bill. 

As  to  their  6th  amendment,  they  adhere  to  the  same,  fo 
the  word  [defend]  may  be  construed  by  some  to  extend  to 
ing  arms  ;  and  although  it  is  very  just  that  whoever  has  p 
tion  under  a  government  is  bound  to  defend  the  same,  ye 
defence  is  not  to  be  required  but  agreeable  to  law  founded  < 
principles  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  well  known  that  some  ii 
tants  of  this  State  are  conscientiously  scrupulous  to  bear 
in  any  case,  and  under  the  10th  article  of  the  Bill  of  Righ 
not  to  be  compelled  to  yield  personal  service  if  they  will  p 
equivalent  for  the  same. 

As  to  their  7th  amendment,  they  adhere  to  the  same, 
much  as  the  greater  part  of  the  articles  of  the  Constitutic 
subject  to  an  alteration  by  an  express  provision  in  the  30th  ; 
thereof,  and  no  person  should  be  compelled  to  support  it  a 
established. 

As  to  their  27th  amendment,  they  adhere  to  the  same,  fo 
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the  words  following  the  word  [juryman],  in  that  clause  of  the 
bill,  are  too  general  and  uncertain  ;  and  as  it  is  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  House  of  Assembly,  appearing  from  the  9th  clause 
of  the  bill,  to  prevent  those  who  do  not  take  the  test  by  the 
time  limited  therein  when  the  disabilities  are  to  take  place  from 
taking  it  any  time  after,  the  Council  cannot  forsee  any  advantage 
which  can  arise  to  the  State  by  obliging  such  persons  to  produce 
vouchers. 

As  to  the  32d  amendment,  the  Council  adhere  to  that  part  of 
it  which  proposes  the  leaving  out  of  the  bill  the  9th  enacting 
clause,  the  same  being  provided  for  in  their  27th  amendment, 
adhered  to  as  aforesaid;  and  they  also  adhere  to  the  latter  clause, 
as  proposed  therein,  which  provides  for  persons  under  age  at  the 
time  limited  in  the  bill  for  taking  the  test  to  take  the  same  within 


three  months  after,  except  as  to  the  word  [July],  in  the  3d  line 
of  the  clause,  instead  of  which  insert  the  word  f  June],  to  make 
the  same  correspond  with  the  first  clause  in  the  bill ;  but  the 


Council  recede  from  that  part  of  the  said  amendment  which  di- 
rects members  of  Assembly  and  officers  to  take  the  oath,  &c, 
within  one  month  after  publication,  &c,  rendered  unnecessary 
by  adopting  the  word  [June]  in  the  third  amendment. 

As  to  the  33d  amendment,  the  Council  adhere  thereto,  with 
the  alteration  of  the  word  [July],  in  the  5th  line  of  the  clause, 
to  the  word  [June],  for  that  it  is  a  necessary  provision  in  con- 
sequence of  the  27th  amendment  adhered  to,  and  for  that  the 
clause  which  it  is  to  supply  is  inaccurate  and  defective. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  signed  by  the 
Speaker,  which  being  done, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  deliver  the  said  message  and  bill, 
with  the  list  of  amendments,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Clayton,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the 
President  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  founded  on  a  letter  which 
he  had  received  from  Governor  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  request- 
ing that  some  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  might  join  and  act  with 
the  several  companies  ordered  by  the  State  of  Maryland  for  the 
purpose  of  covering  the  Continental  stores  purchased  in  these 
two  States  in  their  removal  to  the  magazines,  together  with  Gov- 
ernor Johnson's  letter,  which,  by  order,  were  read. 
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The  same  member  also  delivered  the  following  resolutio 
the  House  of  Assembly,  founded  on  the  Presidents  message 
Governor  Johnson's  letter,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Thursday,  P.  M.,  April  16th,  177 

"Resolved,  That  upon  consideration  of  the  present  circ 
"stances  of  the  State,  this  House  cannot  expediently  conct 
"  the  above  mentioned  message  of  his  Excellency  the  Presic 
"  and  that  Mr.  Clayton  wait  on  the  Council  and  lay  before  t 
"  the  said  message  and  the  letter  therein  referred  to." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  committee  of  the  Council  appointed  to  confer  with  a  c 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  a  resolve  of  Congress  o: 
22d  of  November  last,  respecting  the  opening  of  subscripl 
for  the  loan  of  money  to  the  United  States  on  Continental  L 
Office  Certificates,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table,  wl 
by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  April  18th,  177 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yester 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  Hous 
Assembly  the  message  and  bill,  with  its  amendments,  accor 
to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  founded  on 
President's  message  and  Governor  Johnson's  letter,  was  re 
second  time,  and  the  following  alteration  or  amendment  was 
posed  and  agreed  to,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  to  al 
such  aid  from  the  Militia  of  this  State,  to  act  in  conjunction 
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those  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  covering  the  Continental  stores 
purchased  in  this  State  and  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  in 
their  removal  to  the  magazines,  as  he  shall  think  may  be  spared 
from  the  State,  having  regard  to  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants 
and  their  property  on  the  shore  of  the  Delaware,  and  the  rein- 
forcing of  General  Smallwood,  agreeable  to  his  prior  requisition. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  resolution  aforesaid, 
with  the  amendment  aforesaid,  for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  further 
security  of  the  Government,  with  the  amendments  of  the  Council 
thereto. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
answer  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  a  message  from  the 
Council,  to  wit : 

"Gentlemen: 

"The  House  of  Assembly  have  taken  into  their  considera- 
"tion  your  message  of  yesterday  containing  the  reasons  of  your 
"honorable  House  for  adhering  to  divers  amendments  by  you 
"  proposed  to  the  bill  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government, 
"and  cannot  accede  to  any  of  the  amendments  therein  mention- 
"ed  to  be  adhered  to  by  the  Council,  and  therefore  propose  to 
"your  House  the  appointment  of  committees  of  both  Houses  to 
"confer  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  amendments,  to  meet 
"at  3  o'clock  this  afternoon,  who  may  report  thereon." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read,  and  the  Council  thereupon  acceded 
to  the  proposition  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  of  conferees  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  bill  for  the  further  security 
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of  the  Government,  and  named  Messrs.  Bassett  and  Baninj 
the  part  of  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assei 
with  the  concurrence  and  appointment  aforesaid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  message  to  the  H 
of  Assembly,  stating  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Counc 
reject  the  2d  and  6tn  resolves  of  the  House  of  Assembly  resj 
ingthe  administration  of  justice,  &c,  now  delivered  one  at 
taole,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  ord 
to  be  transcribed  and  signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  follows  in  t 
words,  to  wit : 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council  have  considered  your  resolution  respecting 
administration  of  Justice,  Judges,  &c,  and  have  rejected 
second  and  sixth  for  the  following  reasons,  to  wit : 

The  second,  for  that  the  same  contains  general  charges  agj 
the  officers  of  the  State,  and  the  allegations  therein  we  cone 
ought  to  have  been  communicated  to  the  Council,  by  wa; 
message,  requesting  that  a  mode  of  removal  might  be  ado 
by  the  General  Assembly,  or  a  joint  committee  of  both  Hous 

The  sixth,  because  the  officers  to  be  removed  on  the  adc 
of  the  General  Assembly  ought  to  be  named,  otherwise 
President  would  be  obliged  to  inquire  what  persons  shouli 
removed,  which  would  be  to  make  him  the  judge,  and  not 
General  Assembly,  to  whom  that  right  properly  belongs  u: 
the  Constitution  of  this  State. 

We  apprehend  that  by  the  2  jd  article  of  the  Constitution  t 
modes  are  pointed  out  by  which  officers  may  be  displaced,  to 
By  impeachment  before  the  Legislative  Council ;  convictio 
common  law,  or  on  the  adclress  of  the  General  Assembly, 
the  last,  the  General  Assembly  have  a  power  to  call  such  per 
before  them,  inquire  into  their  conduct,  and,  if  they  appear 
proper  for  such  offices,  to  supercede  them  by  a  new  appoint! 
and  address  to  the  President  to  commission  the  persons  sc 
pointed. 

The  Council  have  proposed  amendments  to  the  third,  foi 
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and  fifth  resolves,  which  are  transmitted  to  your  House  herewith ; 
the  others  they  have  acceded  to. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Conwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  message  and  resolves  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  April  20th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Messrs.  Bassett,  Vandyke,  and  Collins. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  the  several  papers  given  him  in  charge  according  to 
the  order  of  Saturday. 

On  motion,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  establishing  a 
Militia  within  this  State  was  resumed,  and  after  some  time  spent 
thereon  was  postponed. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Hall,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Council  to  the  resolve  of  the  House  of  Assembly  upon  the 
President's  message  to  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  16th  of  this 
instant,  founded  on  the  requisition  from  Governor  Johnson,  con- 
curred in  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 
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Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  resolve,  as 
agreed  to,  be  delivered  to  the  President. 

The  same  member  informed  the  Chair  that  Messrs.  Pattc 
Armstrong,  and  Peery  are  appointed,  on  the  part  of  the  I 
of  Assembly,  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  Council  01 
subject  matter  of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Coun 
the  bill  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  April  21st,  17 

The  Council  met  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yeste 
and  also  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Collins. 

The  Council  proceeded  on  the  consideration  of  the  bi 
establishing  a  Militia,  and  after  some  amendments  proposec 
agreed  to,  the  remaining  clauses  were  postponed  for  forth* 
sideration. 

Mr.  Clark,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  atten 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  c 
Council  of  the  14th  instant,  respecting  the  procuring  a  si 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  &c,  with  several  amendments 
posed  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P. 

The  Council  met 

The  committee  of  Council  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  c 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  bill  for  the  ft 
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security  of  the  Government,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the 
table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  April  22d,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Mi- 
litia was  resumed,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon  the  same 
was  postponed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  April  23d,  1778. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Council  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  es- 
tablishing a  Militia,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon  the  same 
was  postponed. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  "  Rules  and  articles 
for  the  better  regulating  of  the  Militia;"  and  also  certain  resolu- 
tions of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  borrowing,  upon  the  credit 
of  the  State,  7,500  dollars. 

The  same  member  also  returned  to  the  Chair  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly respecting  the  administration  of  justice,  &c,  two  of  which 
said  amendments  the  House  of  Assembly  had  agreed  to,  and  to 
the  remaining  two  they  had  disagreed ;  their  reasons  for  disa- 
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greeing  to  which  are  set  forth  in  a  message  to  the  Council, 
ered  at  the  same  time,  which  follows  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"Gentlemen: 

"The  Assembly  have  considered  your  message  of  the  i 
"April,  likewise  the  amendments  proposed  to  their  resol 
"respecting  the  administration  of  justice,  &c,  and  are  of  o 
"  that  the  reasons  given  by  the  honorable  Council  are  insui 
"to  induce  us  to  accede  to  the  first  and  second  amend 
therefore  cannot  recede  from  our  second  resol 


ause  the  allegations  therein  mentioned  we  believe  to  h 
1 '  evident  and  well-attested  facts,  known  to  have  been  comi 
"by  several  of  the  Judges  and  Justices  in  some  of  the  cc 
"within  this  State,  and  therefore  were  alleged  generally 
' '  those  guilty  of  the  facts  mentioned  therein  may  be  more 
"  erly  pointed  out  in  an  address  to  the  President  by  the  G 
"  Assembly  ;  neither  has  the  honorable  Council  denied  th< 
"therein  mentioned,  and  if  wholly  rejected  would  make  the 
1 '  lutions  testify  that  the  appointment  of  two  Judges  of  tr 
"preme  Court,  who  resided  in  one  county  (though  gent 
' '  of  character),  was  the  only  grievance  or  inconvenieno 
"  hath  been  or  now  doth  exist  in  the  Executive  Departmen 
"that  justice  in  every  other  part  hath  been  duly  adminis 
"which,  we  believe,  cannot  be  verified. 

"The  Assembly  adhere  to  their  third  resolution,  becai 
"reason  appears  to  them  or  is  assigned  by  the  Council  for 
"ing  the  same. 

"The  third  and  fourth  amendments  proposed  are  acce< 
"by  the  Assembly. 

"Should  the  honorable  Council  remain  dissatisfied  as 
"propriety  of  our  second  resolution,  we  beg  leave  to  prop 
'  c  your  House  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  subject 
"  therein  contained." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  io  o'clock. 
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Friday,  April  24th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia  was  re- 
sumed, and  after  some  time  spent  thereon  was  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Conwell  having  applied  for  a  leave  of  absence  for  a  few 
days,  the  same  is  granted  to  him. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  April  25th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Conwell. 

The  Council  now  proceeded  on  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  establishing  a  Militia,  which  by  the  order  of  yesterday  was 
postponed  till  to-day,  and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed 
and  agreed  to. 

v  Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  concurrence ;  and  that  Mr.  Clowes. wait  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  with  the  said  bill  and  its  amendments. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  April  27th,  17; 

The  Council  met,  but  a  quorum  of  the  members  not  attem 
the  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  April  28th,  17; 

The  Council  met,  but  a  quorum  of  the  members  not  atten* 
the  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock, 


Wednesday,  A.  M.(  April  29th,  17- 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  M< 
Hyatt  and  Conwell. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  t< 
resolutions  of  the  Council  of  the  14th  instant,  respecting  the 
curing  a  supply  of  arms,  &c,  were,  by  order,  read,  and  fu 
amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  H 
of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Clowes  is  appointed  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  Houi 
Assembly  for  concurrence. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  borrowing, 
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the  credit  of  the  State,  7,500  dollars,  were,  by  order,  read  the 
first  time. 

The  rules  and  articles  for  the  better  regulating  of  the  Militia, 
were,  by  order,  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M! 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  appeared  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Council. 

Upon  motion  and  order, 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  to  whom  the  re- 
solves of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  November  last,  respecting  the 
openine  of  subscriptions  for  the  loan  of  money  on  Continental 
Loan-Office  Certificates,  were  referred,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  three  persons  in  each  County  of  this  State  be 
appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
and  taking  subscriptions,  specifying  the  names  of  persons  willing 
to  lend  money  to  the  United  States  of  America  on  Continental 
Loan-Office  Certificates,  and  the  sums  they  respectively  under- 
take to  furnish  on  such  certificates,  not  less  than  200  dollars  on 
any  one  certificate. 

Resolved  also,  That  subscription  papers  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  persons  so  appointed,  of  the 
tenor  following,  to  wit : 

v  We,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  engage  to  pay,  on  demand, 
into  die  hands  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Continental  Loan 
Office  for  the  Delaware  State,  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  to  our 
respective  names  annexed,  for  and  in  lieu  of  the  said  office  cer- 
tificates. 
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A  copy  whereof,  when  subscribed  by  any  number  of  pen 
shall  be  transmitted  by  the  persons  respectively  taking  the  s 
at  least  once  in  four  months,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  C 
nental  Loan  Office  of  the  State,  and  a  duplicate  thereof  by 
forthwith  sent  to  Congress,  that  they  may  be  enabled,  as  far 
practicable,  to  ascertain  the  supplies  for  the  war  which  ma 
raised  in  this  State  upon  Loan-Office  Certificates. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  H 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Clowes  is  appointed  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  Hous 
Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  April  30th,  175 

The  Council  met    Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  H 

Mr.  Clowes  now  reported  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  H 
of  Assembly  the  several  papers  given  to  him  in  charge,  accoi 
to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P. 


The  Council  met. 


The  rules  and  articles  for  the  better  regulating  of  the  W 
were,  by  order,  read  a  second  time,  and  sundiy  amende] 
were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  h 
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of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence,  and  that 
Mr.  Conwell  deliver  the  same,  with  their  amendments,  to  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

A  petition,  signed  by  divers  inhabitants  of  Murtherkill  and 
Jones  Hundreds,  praying  the  aid  of  the  Legislature  in  establish- 
ing guards  on  the  snore  of  the  Delaware,  particularly  at  the 
mouths  of  Murtherkill  and  Jones'  creeks,  was  delivered  at  the 
table,  and,  by  order,  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  May  1st,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Hyatt. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  better  regulating  of  the 
Militia,  with  their  amendments,  according  to  the  order  ol  yester- 
day. 

Mr.  Armstrong,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending, was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions 
of  the  Council  respecting  the  procuring  a  supply  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  &c,  with  the  several  amendments  to  the  same. 

The  same  member  also  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions 
of  the  Council  respecting  the  opening  of  subscriptions  for  the 
loan  of  money  on  Continental  Loan-Office  Certificates,  with  an 
amendment  tnereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  which,  being 
severally  read  and  agreed  to,  were  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and 
sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  in  order  to  be  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  that  House. 

Mr.  Bassett  is  appointed  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

The  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  23d  of  April, 
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containing  their  reasons  for  disagreeing  to  certain  amendn 
of  the  Council  to  their  resolutions  respecting  the  administn 
of  justice,  &c,  was,  by  order,  read  a  second  time,  and  therei 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  draw  u 
answer  to  the  said  message,  expressing  the  reasons  of  the  Co 
for  adhering  to  their  amendments  to  the  said  resolutions. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Jones  are  appointed  a  < 
mittee  for  this  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eon  mm  Die,  P,  1 


The  Council  met. 


The  report  of  the  committee  of  Council  appointed  to  o 
with  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  su 
matter  of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  th< 
for  the  further  security  of  the  Government,  was,  by  order, 
a  second  time  and  postponed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  May  2d,  17; 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yeste: 

Mr.  Bassett  reported  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  Hou 
Assembly  the  several  papers  given  to  him  in  charge,  accoi 
to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  answer  to  the  me 
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from  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  23d  of  April,  now  delivered 
a  draught  of  one  at  the  table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first 
time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  for  leave  of  absence  till  Thursday 
next,  on  account  of  his  indisposition,  the  same  is  granted  to  him. 

The  petition .  from  the  inhabitants  of  Murtherkill  and  Jones' 
Hundreds,  praying  the  aid  of  the  Legislature  in  establishing 
guards,  &c,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 
said  petition  into  their  consideration  and  report  some  plan  where- 
by guards  may  be  fixed  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  said  peti- 
tioners. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Collins  and  Clowes  are  appointed 
a  committee  for  this  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

The  Council,  taking  into  consideration  the  resolutions  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  25th  of  February  last,  for  completing 
of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  it  appearing  that  the  deficiency 
in  the  number  therein  mentioned  hath  not  as  vet  been  made  up, 
and  that  the  time  limited  in  the  said  resolves  for  the  premium  to 
the  recruiting  officers  and  the  additional  bounty  to  each  soldier 
enlisted  expired  on  the  first  of  this  instant ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  premium  and  bounty  allowed  to  the  officer 
and  soldier,  as  mentioned  in  the  said  resolves,  be  continued  till 
the  first  day  of  July  next. 

Resolved  also,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  that 
he  make  application  to  General  Smallwood,  or  such  other  persons 
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as  he  may  think  proper,  for  a  suitable  number  of  officers  be 
ing  to  the  same  battalion  to  be  continued  on  the  recruiting  se 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  I 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  —  is  appointed  to  deliver  the  same  ;  who,  being  retu 
reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same  according  to  order, 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  May  4th,  17 

The  Council  met,  but  a  quorum  of  the  members  not  atter 
the  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M,,  May  5th,  13 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  M 
Hyatt  and  Jones. 

Mr,  Craghead,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  ai 
ing,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions 
Council  respecting  the  procuring  a  supply  of  arms  and  am 
don,  &c,  concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly.  AIj* 
resolutions  of  the  Council  respecting  the  opening  of  subscri] 
for  the  loan  of  money  on  Continental  Loan  -  Office  Certifi 
concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly  ;  and  also  the  resol 
of  the  Council  for  completing  the  Delaware  Regiment,  wit 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto. 

The  same  member  likewise  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  I 
bill  and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council ; 
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whereof  the  House  of  Assembly  have  rejected,  and  to  others  they 
have  agreed,  with  an  additional  amendment  proposed  thereto  by 
the  House  of  Assembly,  and  the  following  message,  to  wit : 

"Gentlemen; 

"The  House  of  Assembly,  having  considered  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  your  honorable  House  to  the  act  entided 
"  'An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State,'  do  agree  to 
"many  of  them,  but  cannot  approve  of  all,  the  House  still  being 
"of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  two  sub-lieutenants  as 
"well  as  one  lieutenant  in  each  county  to  carry  into  due  execu- 
"tion  the  Militia  law,  have  therefore  rejected  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th, 
"12th,  17th,  27th,  40th,  45th,  and  46th  amendments,  because, 
"by  admitting  them,  the  advantages  expected  from  those  officers 
"would  be  lost  to  the  Militia. 

"The  House  have  disagreed  to  the  37th  amendment,  because 
"they  do  not  perceive  any  advantage  from  the  variation  of  ex- 
pression therein  proposed  by  your  honorable  House.  The  71st 
"amendment  is  rejected,  as  being  merely  consequent  to  the  37th. 

"The  House  agree,  in  part,  with  the  Council  in  the  47th 
'*  amendment,  and  propose,  as  an  amendment  to  it,  to  leave  out 
"the  particle  [a],  before  the  word  [colonel],  and  adding  the 
"letter  [s]  to  the  end  of  the  word  [colonel].  That  part  of  the 
"proposed  amendment  for  leaving  out  all  the  words  following  the 
"word  [regiments],  in  the  fifth  line  of  the  15th  enacting  clause, 
"the  House  cannot  agree  to,  as  depending  on  the  first  amend - 
' '  ment  proposed  by  Council  and  rejected  by  the  Assembly. 

"The  House  have  disagreed  to  the  61st  amendment,  because 
"they  are  of  opinion  that  the  fine,  as  it  stands  in  the  bill,  does 
"not,  by  any  means,  exceed  the  offence  that  a  commissioned 
"officer  would  be  guilty  of  in  neglecting  to  attend  his  duty  on 
"alarms.  The  same  reason  influenced  the  House  in  rejecting 
' '  the  62d  amendment. 

"The  House,  apprehending  that  the  21st  section  of  the  bill 
"has  already  provided  for  the  government  of  the  Militia  of  this 
"State,  at  all  times  and  places,  as  well  within  as  without  the 
"State,  by  such  articles  of  war  only  as  may  be  established  by  the 
"  General  Assembly,  and  also  apprehending  that  the  honorable 
"Continental  Congress  have  fully  provided,  in  their  articles  of 
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"of  war,  that  the  Militia  of  the  respective  States  should  ah 
"when  called  into  Continental  service,  be  governed  by  th 
"tides  and  regulations  of  their  own  States  only  where  such 
"cles  and  regulations  were  made  by  the  Legislature,  and 
"therefore  rejected  the  73d  amendment  as  unnecessary. 

"The  81st  amendment  the  House  of  Assembly  cannot  a< 
"to,  because  they  conceive  that  sufficient  provision  is  mad 
"  preventing  any  imposition  and  injustice  in  14th  section, 
"page.  They  further  conceive  that  if  the  amendment  prof 
"was  agreed  to,  such  delays  might  and  would  happen  11 
"courts  of  law  as  would  defeat  the  intention  of  the  act. 

"The  House  have  rejected  the  82d  amendment,  because 
"are  of  opinion  that  nothing  in  the  act  will,    in  any  mea 
"invalidate  the  act  entided  'An  act  for  the  more  speedily 
"pleting  the  quota  of  troops  to  be  raised  in  this  State  fo 
"  Continental  army.' 

"Besides  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  47th  amendr 
"made  by  your  honorable  House,  the  Assembly  have  1 
4 '  some  small  amendments  to  the  bill,  and  also  some  amendr 
"to  several  of  the  amendments  made  by  the  Council,  whicl 
"sent  up  to  your  honorable  House  for  consideration." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P. 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Derrickson,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly 
tending,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  rules 
articles  for  the  better  regulating  of  the  Militia,  with  the  air 
ments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  agreed  to  by  the  H 
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of  Assembly,   and  an  additional  amendment  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
notice  of  that  House,  to  wit : 

<J  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"  Tuesday,  A.  M.,  May  5th,  1778. 
"  On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  the  intention  of  this  House  to  adjourn 
"on  Saturday  next,  for  this  present  sitting,  to  some  future  day, 
"and  that  Mr.  Derrickson  wait  on  the  Council  with  a  copy  of 
"this  resolution. ' ' 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  May  6th,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Jones. 

Mr.  Clark,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  "A  bill  to  increase  the 
number  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  each  of  the  Counties  of 
this  State." 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Militia  bill 
and  such  of  the  amendments  which  had  been  proposed  by  the 
Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly  and  either  disagreed  to  by 
the  Assembly  generally  or  further  amendments  proposed  and 
have  receded  from  several  of  their  said  amendments,  whereupon 
a  second  paper  of  amendments  was  proposed  by  the  Council  to 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  an  answer  from 
the  Council  to  the  message  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  yester- 
day, stating  their  reasons  for  adhering  to  their  other  amendments, 
was  drawn  up  at  the  table,  which,  being  read  and  approved  of,  is 
as  follows,  viz : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


252 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


Gentlemen  : 

Upon  a  review  of  the  Militia  bill  and  such  of  the  amendi 
which  had  been  proposed  by  the  Council  to  your  hone 
House,  and  either  disagreed  to  by  you  generally  or  fu 
amendments  proposed,  the  Council  have  receded  from  theii 
eral  amendments  which  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  exdi 
the  appointment  of  such  officers  as  sub-lieutenants,  upoi 
supposition  that  they  may  be,  as  you  suppose,  necessary  of 
for  carrying  the  law  into  due  and  immediate  execution,  o 
any  failure  in  the  execution  might  be  imputed  to  such  an  a 
tion  in  the  bill.  But  the  Council  cannot  agree  to  your  t 
amendment,  proposing  the  leaving  out  of  the  word  [schoo 
ters],  mentioned  in  our  31st  amendment,  as  we  consider  the 
few  engaged  in  that  service  so  necessary  for  the  education  c 
youth  of  the  State  that  every  encouragement  should  be  giv 
them  to  pursue  that  business  with  the  strictest  attention.  I 
parent  wno  reflects  upon  or  regards  the  welfare  of  his  ofisf 
every  guardian  of  the  rights  of  a  free  people,  must  wish  b 
courage  and  promote  learning;  and  such  has  been  the  fatal  e 
of  the  times  on  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning  in  this 
that  we  think  it  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  £ 
at  least  the  proper  exemption  to  the  teachers  in  them.  Bu 
this  exemption  might  be  improperly  used  by  setting  up  prcU 
schools,  we  have  proposed  an  addition  after  the  word  [schoo 
ters],  as  in  No.  4  of  our  second  amendments. 

The  Council  adhere  to  their  37th  amendment,  as  well  as  ! 
transposing  of  the  paragraph,  for  that  by  our  amendment  i 
be  connected  with  a  provision  of  the  like  nature  as  to  the  le 
ening  of  the  time  for  the  election  of  the  company  officers 
that  the  Council  think  it  too  short  as  it  stands  in  the  bill. 

As  to  the  44th  amendment,  the  Council  are  of  opinion  th; 
amendment  proposed  thereto  by  your  House  will  raise  tin 
beyond  the  abilities  of  most  of  the  poorer  delinquents  to  pa 
will  rather  tend  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  law  than  fu 
it.  An  additional  amendment  is  proposed  for  dividing  the  < 
turn  of  the  fine,  and  doubt  not  that  it  will  appear  so  to  your 
orable  House  on  further  consideration.  As  to  our  47th  an 
ment,  we  apprehend  that  we  have  acceded  to  it  in  the  fort 
House  of  Assembly  intended  it  should  be,  though  some  whs 
ferent  from  the  form  pointed  out  in  your  amendment  thereto 
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The  Council  have  acceded  to  the  first  part  of  your  amendment 
stated  in  No.  8,  but  they  cannot  agree  to  the  latter  part  thereof, 
as  they  are  of  opinion  tnat  persons  qualified  to  do  the  duties  of 
lieutenants  or  sub-lieutenants  could  not  be  had  to  accept  of  a 
temporary  appointment  by  the  President,  subject  to  a  sudden 
removal  Sy  the  General  Assembly ;  and  the  Council  apprehend 
it  necessary  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment, to  render  it  useful,  and  give  a  necessary  influence  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  laws. 

As  to  the  clause  in  our  81st  amendment,  providing  an  appeal 
from  the  determination  of  a  single  Justice  upon  a  fine  that  may 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  or  more  on  a  single 
person,  we  cannot  recede  therefrom,  as  we  think  it  a  very  neces- 
sary guard  against  the  fallibility  of  such  a  judicature  and  con- 
sistent with  the  spirit  of  our  laws,  which  we  ought  not  to  loose 
sight  of  lest  precedents  of  this  sort  should  take  place  and  des- 
troy that  liberty  and  property  we  are  so  anxiously  contending  for 
and  seeking  after.  The  delay  cannot  be  great,  unless  we  suppose 
the  Courts  of  Justice,  upon  the  appeal,  shall  not  think  them- 
selves bound  by  the  express  provision  made  for  a  speedy  de- 
termination, which  i$  not  to  be  inferred ;  for,  if  so,  the  same 
suspicion  will  lie  against  the  single  Judge,  who  will  otherwise  act 
without  control  or  review. 

The  Council  adhere  to  their  82d  amendment,  for  that  they 
have  their  doubts  as  to  the  operation  of  the  Militia  law  upon  the 
prior  act  for  the  more  speedily  completing  the  quota  of  troops  to 
be  raised  in  this  State  for  the  Continental  army  ;  and  if  the  Judge 
or  Judges,  who  are  to  determine  thereon  hereafter,  should  doubt 
also,  they  will  be  subjected  to  difficulties  which  will  be  removed 
by  adopting  our  amendment ;  and  as  the  House  of  Assembly, 
from  their  reason  assigned  for  rejecting  the  amendment,  shew 
expressly  that  it  is  not  their  intention  to  invalidate  that  act,  they 
can  have  no  objection  to  remove  the  doubts  of  the  Council  by 
acceding  to  the  amendment. 

As  to  the  10th  amendment,  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly to  be  added  to  the  13th  section  of  the  bill,  the  Council  agree 
to  the  same,  but  have  thought  it  just  and  necessary  that  a  further 
addition  should  be  made  there,  as  set  down  in  the  further  amend- 
ment accompanying  this  answer,  No.  7,  providing  for  such  among 
us  who  may  be  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  bearing  arms  in  any 
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case,  agreeable  to  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  express  words 
ioth  clause  in  our  declaration  of  rights,  for  that  the  Count 
of  opinion  that  the  several  fines  that  those  sort  of  people  i 
subjected  to  under  the  present  law  will  be  a  full  equivak 
their  protection  and  defect  of  personal  service,  independ 
the  accumulated  fine  for  not  going  out  upon  a  second  call 
same  class  in  any  one  year. 

The  Council  think  it  unnecessary  to  particularize  each  o! 
further  amendments,  as  those  unnoticed  depend  on  the  lik 
sons  assigned  on  their  similar  amendments,  and  therefore 
your  honorable  House  to  the  further  amendments  set  dc 
their  second  paper  of  amendments  delivered  with  the  answ 

Ordered^  That  the  said  answer  and  amendments  be  trans 
and  sent  by  Mr.  Hyatt  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  from  s 
inhabitants  of  Murtherkill  and  Jones'  Hundreds,  praying  tl 
of  the  Legislature  in  establishing  guards,  &c,  now  made 
report,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

And,  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  tim 
thereupon  resolved,  as  follows,  viz  : 

i.  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  be  auth 
and  empowered  forthwith  to  raise  three  companies  in  this 
to  wit :  one  company  in  the  County  of  New  Casde,  to  con 
sixty  men,  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  und 
command  of  one  captain  and  two  lieutenants ;  one  comps 
Kent  County,  to  consist  of  seventy-five  men,  non-com  mis 
officers  and  privates,  under  the  command  of  one  captain  ar 
lieutenants ;  and  one  company  in  Sussex  County,  to  con 
forty  men,  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  und 
command  of  one  captain  and  one  lieutenant.  The  said  ca 
and  lieutenants  to  oe  appointed  and  commissioned  by  th< 
sident  or  Commander-in-Chief. 

2.  That  the  said  officers  and  men  shall  be  entided  to  ai 
ceive  Continental  pay  and  rations,  and  shall  be  subject  1 
rules  and  articles  ol  war,  provided  for  the  regulation  of  the  ] 
of  this  State,  during  their  continuance  in  this  service. 

3.  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  be  empo 
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to  discharge  the  whole,  or  any  one,  or  any  part  of  the  said  com- 
panies when  he  shall  think  proper. 

4.  That  the  said  companies  be  stationed  near  to  or  along'  the 
shores  in  the  respective  counties  of  this  State,  in  such  places  and 
in  such  manner  as  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  shall 
from  time  to  time  think  fit  to  order  and  direct. 

5.  That  the  duty  of  the  said  companies  respectively  shall  be 
to  prevent  the  enemy  and  refugees  from  landing  in  the  State ;  to 
apprehend,  take  up  and  secure  any  person  or  persons  going  to, 
coming  from,  or  trading  with  the  enemy  or  the  said  refugees,  to- 
gether with  all  their  goods,  merchandise  and  provisions,  and  the 
teams  and  boats  in  which  the  same  be,  ana  to  render  a  true 
account  thereof  to  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief,  and 
deliver  the  same  to  his  order  or  appointment. 

6.  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  be  empowered 
to  appoint  one  or  more  suitable  persons  in  each  county  to  furnish 
the  company  of  such  county  with  the  rations  allowed  ;  and  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  House  of  Assembly  to  make  provision 
for  the  execution  of  the  aforesaid  plan. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  by  Mr.  Hyatt 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  account  of 
Thomas  Wilds,  Goaler  of  Kent  County,  for  expenditures  on  be- 
half of  several  prisoners  and  deserters  in  his  custody,  together 
with  his  petition  to  the  General  Assembly  for  the  payment  there- 
of, and  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  said 
petition. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  to  increase  the  number  of  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  &c,  was  read  the  first  time. 


Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  May  7th,  13 
The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr*  *. 

Mr.  Hyatt  now  reported  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  Ho 
Assembly  the  several  papers  given  in  charge  to  him  accord 
the  order  of  yesterday. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  a 
to  the  message  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  23d  of 
was,  by  order,  read  a  second  time,  and  several  a  mend  menu 
proposed  and  agreed  to.     The  said  answer  is  as  follows,  vi; 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council  have  considered  your  message  in  answer  to 
of  the  18th  April  last,  respecting  their  amendments  to  the  re 
of  your  House  relative  to  the  administration  of  justice.  &c 
cannot  help  expressing  their  surprise  at  your  persisting  \ 
upon  the  Council  to  join  in  a  general  charge  of  guilt  upon  0 
of  justice,  holding  commissions  for  different  terms  during 
behaviour,  without  knowing  the  particular  persons  alluc 
therein,  or  they,  or  any  of  mem,  called  upon  or  heard  as  1 
matters  alleged.  This  conduct  we  hold  to  be  incornpatibh 
the  station  we  are  in  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
respect  to  the  trial  of  offenders  against  the  State,  and  we  d< 
ceive  it  the  indispensable  duty  of  Courts  and  Judges  to  coi 
none  unheard.  We  apprehend  it  is  immaterial  whether 
facts  be  well  attested  or  not.  In  the  present  stage  of  the  bi 
it  is  sufficient  that  they  are  alleged  by  the  Assembly.  Th 
foundation  for  an  inquiry.  The  persons  charged  are,  \ 
Constitution  and  tenure  of  their  offices,  entitled  to  a  h 
before  conviction.  The  exercise  of  this  power  belongs 
General  Assembly,  and  not  to  the  President,  therefore  ! 
improper  to  be  pointed  out  in  an  address  to  the  Preside 
you  propose  in  your  message,  until  some  hearing  thereon, 
able  to  the  principles  of  our  Constitution. 

It  is  also  improper  for  the  Council  to  deny  the  facts  men 
in  your  second  resolve,  for  their  truth  or  falsehood  ougri 
ularly  to  be  inquired  into  before  the  persons  accused,   i 
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choose,  on  being  summoned,  to  appear.  The  House  of  Assem- 
bly may  either  impeach  the  officers  before  the  Council,  or  resolve 
that  they  be  called  on  to  answer  the  charges  against  them ;  it 
would,  therefore,  be  ill-judged  by  the  Council  to  make  them- 
selves a  party  in  the  question  by  a  denial  of  the  facts.  It  is 
sufficient  that  we  have  pointed  out  a  mode  in  our  message,  now 
before  your  House,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

We  do  not  think  that  a  total  rejection  of  the  second  resolve, 
in  which  the  grievances  are  pointed  out,  would  make  the  reso- 
lutions testify  that  the  only  grievance  existing  is  the  appointment 
of  two  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  one  county,  and  that 
justice  in  every  other  part  has  been  duly  administered.  Never- 
theless, if  the  House  of  Assembly  conceive  it  will  receive  such 
construction,  the  Council  will  have  no  objection  to  the  total  leav- 
ing out  of  the  first  resolve  and  the  preceding  preamble,  which, 
we  do  admit,  are  not  necessary  to  precede  the  resolution  respect- 
ing the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  Council  proposed  an  amendment  to  your  third  resolve, 
for  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  reason  therein  mentioned  does  not 
exist  The  Clerks  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  respective  coun- 
ties of  this  State  may,  and  usually  have,  all  kinds  of  remedial 
writs  in  their  hands  calculated  for  removing  the  determinations 
of  inferior  judicatures,  so  that  the  want  of  a  Judge  resident  for 
this  purpose  doth  not  appear  so  proper  for  the  foundation  of  the 
subsequent  resolve ;  therefore  the  Council  cannot,  for  a  reason 
which  they  know  does  not  exist,  agree  to  request  the  Justices  of 
the  Supreme  Court  who  reside  in  one  county  to  resign  their 
commissions;  yet,  for  a  reason  which  at  present  does  exist,  they 
have  concurred  in  such  a  request,  and  it  must  be  a  matter  of  small 
moment  to  your  honorable  House  whether  our  concurrence  with 
you  proceeds  from  the  same  cause  or  motive  or  no,  as  the  same 
end  will  be  effected. 

The  Council  have  not  at  this  time  agreed  to  your  proposition 
of  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  second 
resolve  aforesaid.  We  flatter  ourselves  that  your  House,  on  a 
reconsideration  of  the  amendments  and  the  principles  on  which 
they  were  proposed,  will  be  inclined  to  adopt  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  answer  be  transcribed  and  sent 
hy  Mr.  Hyatt  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

33 
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Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the 
according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  to  increase  the  number  < 
tices,  &c,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  an  amendment  wa 
posed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  by  Mr. 
together  with  the  said  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Hyatt  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  or< 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A,  M.,  May  8th,  i 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesi 

Mr.  Derrickson,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assemt 
tending,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  two  m< 
from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Council,  which  wen 
and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

Gentlemen  : 

"This  House  have  received  the  answer  of  the  Coun< 
"message  from  this  House  respecting  the  amendments  to  i 
"resolutions  of  this  House,  of  the  9th  of  April  last,  for  t 
"ministration  of  justice,  and  have  acceded  to  the  same  a 
"ments." 

"Gentlemen: 

"  The  House  of  Assembly  have  taken  into  their  con 
"  tion  the  Militia  bill  and  the  second  paper  of  amendment 
"the  message  accompanying  the  same,  and  have  disagreed 
"7th  amendment  proposed  in  the  said  second  paper,  ai 
"  continue  to  adhere  to  their  resolution  of  rejecting  divers 
"amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  in  the  first  pape 
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"but  for  the  dispatch  of  business  the  House  of  Assembly  pro- 
pose to  your  honorable  House  the  appointment  of  committees 
"to  confer  on  the  subject  matter  of  those  amendments. ' ' 

The  same  member  also  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of 
the  Council  for  the  establishing  of  guards,  &c. ,  concurred  in  by 
the  House  of  Assembly,  who  proposed  an  additional  resolve 
thereto,  which  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"Resolved,  That  his  Excellency,  the  President,  be  empowered 
"and  required  to  draw  out  of  the  Loan  Offices  of  this  State,  or 
"any  of  them,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  he  may  deem 
"necessary  for  the  carrying  into  execution  the  aforesaid  resolu- 
"tion  for  raising  the  said  three  companies  of  guards,  and  that 
"this  House  will  devise  ways  and  means  for  replacing  the  same." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order. 

A  message  from  the  President,  inclosing  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress recommending  the  passage  of  a  law  offering  pardon  to  such 
of  the  inhabitants  or  subjects  of  the  State  as  have  levied  war 
against  any  of  the  States,  or  adhered  to,  aided  or  abetted  the 
enemy,  and  shall  surrender  themselves  by  a  limited  time,  was 
delivered  at  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  message  and  resolution 
were  severally  read  the  first  time.  The  said  message  is  in  these 
words,  viz : 

"Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council : 

"I  just  received  a  packet  from  the  President  of  Congress, 
"inclosing  a  resolution  of  that  honorable  body  recommending  to 
"the  several  States  the  enacting  laws,  &c,  for  granting  pardons, 
"&c.  I  have  sent  your  honors,  with  this  message,  a  copy  of  the 
"above-mentioned  resolution  for  your  consideration. 

"CiESAR  RODNEY." 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  May  9th,  17 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yeste 

Mr.  Derrickson,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembl 
tending,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  Militk 
with  the  several  amendments  of  each  House  to  the  said  bill 
also  delivered  the  bill  to  increase  the  number  of  Justices, 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  respecting  th 
pointment  of  committees  to  confer  on  the  subject  matter  < 
amendments  to  the  Militia  bill,  was,  by  order,  read  a  second 
and  thereupon  the  following  answer  to  the  said  message 
drawn  up  at  the  table,  viz  : 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council  have  taken  into  consideration  your  messa 
yesterday,  and  would  gladly  embrace  every  method  calci 
for  the  dispatch  of  the  public  business,  particularly  the  b 
establishing  a  Militia,  and  have  no  other  objection  to  th 
pointment  of  a  committee  of  conference  as  to  the  dis] 
amendments  proposed  to  that  bill  than  the  declaration  of 
House,  in  their  message  proposing  such  a  conference,  tha 
still  continue  to  adhere  to  your  resolution  of  rejecting 
amendments.  The  Council  apprehend  the  design  of  si 
conference  is  to  hear  the  reasons  for  and  against  the  poii 
dispute  between  the  two  Houses,  and  have  the  opinion  c 
select  part  of  them  thereon  reported.  If  your  honorable  I 
consider  the  points  open  for  discussion,  and  that  your  con 
are  not  absolutely  bound  to  reject  every  of  those  amend] 
proposed,  we  are  ready  and  willing  to  have  them  discusse< 
reported  upon  by  such  a  committee  ;  and  that  no  delay  ma 
the  Council  have  named  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Bassett  the 
ferees  on  this  occasion,  on  the  supposition  that  the  commitl 
be  appointed  by  you  will  be  at  liberty,  as  aforesaid. 

Resolved \  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Ass* 
with  the  foregoing  answer  and  inform  them  of  the  said  ap] 
ment. 
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Mr.  Lewis,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  foregoing  answer, 
concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  the  following  ap- 
pointment of  that  House,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  P.  M.,  May  9th,  1778. 

"Read  and  concurred  in ;  and  Messrs.  Patterson,  Bryan,  and 
"Craghead  are  appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  conferees 
"for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  with  directions  to  proceed  in  the 
"business  assigned  them  as  soon  as  may  be." 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  certain  resolu- 
tions of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the  President  to 
borrow  five  thousand  pounds,  on  the  credit  of  the  State,  and 
apply  the  same  in  discharge  of  the  accounts  due  to  the  Militia 
heretofore  called  out ;  also  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
directing  the  Speaker  to  write  to  the  signers  of  the  last  emission 
of  paper  currency,  &c.  ;  also  the  resolutions  of  that  House  for  the 
appointment  of  committees  to  adjust  the  Loan  Office  accounts ; 
and  also  the  resolutions  of  that  House  for  the  appointment  of 
John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  to  be  one  of  the  committee  for  stating 
an  account  of  expenditures,  &c. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  several  foregoing  resolutions  were 
respectively  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolution  of  Congress,  recommend- 
ing the  passing  of  a  law  offering  pardon  to  such  of  the  inhab- 
itants as  have  levied  war  against  any  of  the  States,  &c,  was  read 
a  second  time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Clowes,  Vandyke,  and 
Bassett,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  May  nth,  173 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mc 
Clowes,  Conwell,  and  Jones. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  committee  o: 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amendmen 
the  Militia  bill,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table,  which 
read  and  agreed  to,  and  thereupon  the  following  message,  fo 
ed  on  the  said  report,  was  drawn  up  at  the  table,  viz  : 

Gentlemen : 

Upon  the  report  of  the  conferees  on  the  subject  of  the  se 
amendments  to  the  Militia  bill  in  dispute  between  the  two  Ho 
the  Council  have  agreed  to  the  report,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

That  the  further  amendment,  as  proposed  by  the  Houj 
Assembly  in  their  second  paper  of  amendments,  be  adopted 
striking  out  the  word  [white],  as  mentioned  therein,  and  add 
the  31st  amendment,  proposed  by  the  Council  in  their  first  p« 
That  the  81st  amendment  of  the  Council  in  their  first  paper 
be  a  part  of  the  bill  upon  striking  out  the  words  [except  m  e 
ordinary  cases,  of  which  the  Court  shall  judge  J  That  the 
amendment  of  the  Council,  mentioned  in  their  first  paper, 
stand  and  be  inserted  in  the  bill ;  and  that  the  7th  amendme 
the  Council,  in  their  second  paper,  be  receded  from.  So  th 
your  House  shall  approve  of  the  report  of  the  conferees  as  a 
said,  the  bill  may  be  immediately  engrossed  and  enacted  i: 
law. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  by  Mr.  I 
to  the  House  of  Assembly,  together  with  the  Militia  bill  an 
several  amendments. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  May  12th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Hyatt  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  his  charge  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  to  enable  Charles  Pope,  his  heirs, 
&c,  to  erect  a  bridge  over  Duck  Creek,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and,  for  the 
better  information  of  the  Council,  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  go  to  the 
place  where  the  said  bridge  is  proposed  to  be  erected  and  view 
and  report  their  opinion  thereon. 

Messrs.  Collins  and  Hyatt  are  appointed,  on  the  part  of  the 
Council,  for  this  purpose,  and  thereupon  a  message  from  the 
Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  proposing  the  appointment 
of  a  like  number  of  the  members  of  that  House  to  join  the  said 
committee  of  the  Council,  was  drawn  up  at  the  table,  and  follows 
in  these  words,  viz : 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council,  upon  the  best  information  they  have  been  able  to 
obtain  respecting  the  propriety  of  giving  privilege  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Charles  Pope  to  erect  a  bndge  over  Duck  Creek  at  the 
distance  of  twenty  feet  above  the  public  wharf  there,  as  proposed 
in  the  bill  now  before  us,  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  the 
public  as  well  as  private  interest  may  be  considerably  injured  by 
placing  the  said  intended  bridge  so  near  the  same  wharf,  and 
below  other  wharves,  storehouses  and  landing  places  heretofore 
much  used  for  lumber  of  all  kinds,  and  from  the  nature  and  situa- 
tion of  the  ground  along  the  creek  below  the  public  wharf  always 
must  be  useful  and  necessary.  The  Council  have  also  reason  to 
believe  that  liberty  of  erecting  a  bridge  across  Duck  Creek  afore- 
said above  all  the  wharves,  storehouses  and  landing  places  not 
more  than  ten  or  twelve  rods  distance  higher  up  the  creek,  might 
be  granted  to  Colonel  Pope  without  apparent  injury  to  the  public 
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or  private  interest,  and  nearly  as  convenient  for  him ;  but, 
neither  the  petitioner  for  the  bridge  or  any  of  those  against 
save  one,  and  him  on  this  day,  have  attended  this  House 
enable  them  to  determine  satisfactorily  thereon,  the  Council 
desirous  of  the  best  information,  and  therefore  propose  to  y 
honorable  House  the  appointment  of  two  or  more  of  the  m< 
bers  of  each  House  to  proceed  to  the  place  where,  and  view, 
report  their  opinion  thereon.     This  may  be  done  in  the  coi 
of  an  evening  or  morning,  with  but  little  trouble  or  loss  of  ti 
and  for  this  purpose  the  Council  have  named  Messrs.  Hyatt 
Collins  on  their  part. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  by  Mr.  Bas 
to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 
cording  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  adi 
ted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  to  increase  the  numbe 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  &c. ,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  He 
of  Assembly. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of 
Council. 

Which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  increase 
number  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  each  of  the  Countie 
this  State.' ' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  directing  the  Spes 
to  write  to  the  signers  of  the  last  emission  of  paper  currency, 
read  a  second  time  and  concurred  in,  and  follows  in  these  wo 
viz: 
•  "In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Friday,  A.  M.,  May  1st,  177J 

"Whereas  it  appears  to  this  House  that  some  of  the  mo 
"emitted  by  an  act  of  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  enti 
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"  'An  act  for  printing  and  emitting  fifteen  thousand  pounds  in 
"  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State,  to  be  let  out  on  loan,  and  for  strik- 
"  ing  the  further  sum  often  thousand  pounds  in  such  bills  for  the 
"use  of  this  State,  and  for  providing  a  fund  for  sinking  the  same, ' 
"are  still  in  the  hands  of  several  of  the  signers  of  the  said  cur- 
rency in  the  County  of  New  Castle  ;  therefore 

"Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  be  desired  to  write  to  the  several 
"signers  of  the  said  emission  of  paper  currency  within  the  said 
"County  of  New  Castle,  requiring  them  to  deliver  such  of  the 
"said  monies  as  remain  in  their  hands  of  the  said  emission  to  the 
"Trustee  of  the  Loan  Office  of  the  said  county,  agreeable  to  the 
"said  act,  and  that  they  make  report  of  the  sums  in  their  hands 
"respectively  to  the  President  of  this  State  forthwith.' ' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  borrowing  the 
sum  of  7,500  dollars  upon  the  credit  of  the  State,  was  read  a 
second  time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Monday,  April  20th,  1778. 

"The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  late  Vice-Pre- 
"sident's  message  of  the  13th  of  March  last,  and  thereupon 

"Resolved^  That  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
"dollars  be  borrowed  upon  the  credit  of  this  State,  and  that 
"the  President  sign  certificates  to  the  person  or  persons  lending 
"  the  same. 

"That  this  House  will  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  said  sum  to  the  lender  or  lenders  thereof,  with  in- 
"terest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  until  the  same  be 
"repaid. 

"That  the  said  sum  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  be 
"put  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  Rodney,  Esquire,  for  the  pur- 
"pose  of  completing  the  purchase  of  clothing  for  the  Delaware 
"Regiment;  and  that  the  said  Thomas  Rodney  be  accountable 
"for  the  expenditure  thereof  to  the  General  Assembly,  or  to  the 
"President  or  Vice-President  of  the  State  for  the  time  being  in 
"the  vacation  of  Assembly,  in  order  that  the  State  may  have  the 
"sum  expended  refunded  by  Congress." 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembl 
the  two  last  mentioned  resolutions  concurred  in  respectiv 
the  Council,  and  also  the  bill  for  increasing  the  number 
Justices  of  the  Peace  in  each  county  of  this  State,  signed 
Speaker  of  the  Council,  and  the  resolution  for  affixing  the 
Seal  to  the  same. 

Mr.  Bassett  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House 
sembly  and  delivered  the  said  papers  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Molleston,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  J 
ing,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  "Bill  for  i 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  service 
present  year,  by  a  general  tax  ;M  and  also  delivered  the  i 
tions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment  of  £ 
Treasurer,  a  Clothier  General,  and  a  Commissary  Gem 
Prisoners  for  this  State,  and  then  withdrew. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  May  13th,  1 

The  Council  met  Present  all  the  members  except  R 
Clowes  and  Jones. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appoii 
of  a  State  Treasurer,  a  Clothier  General,  and  a  Commissar] 
eral  of  Prisoners  for  this  State,  were  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  120,000  dollars  for  the  service  of  the  j 
year,  by  a  general  tax,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  offer- 
ing pardon  to  such  of  the  inhabitants  or  subjects  of  the  State 
as  have  levied  war  against  any  of  the  States,  or  adhered  to,  aided 
or  abetted  the  enemy,  and  shall  surrender  themselves  by  a  limited 
time,  now  delivered  one  at  the  table,  which,  by  order,  was  read 
the  first  time. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  empowering  the 
President  to  borrow  five  thousand  pounds,  on  the  credit  of  the 
State,  arid  apply  the  same  in  discharge  of  the  accounts  due  to 
the  Militia  heretofore  called  out,  were,  by  order,  read  a  second 
time  and  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  A.  M.,  May  9th,  1778. 

11  On  motion, 

"Resolved^  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  this 
"State  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  borrow,  on  the  credit  of 
41  the  State,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds,  and  that  he  sign 
"certificates  to  the  person  or  persons  who  may  lend  the  same, 
"and  this  House  will  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  repayment 
"to  the  lender  or  lenders  thereof,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six 
"  per  cent  per  annum  until  the  same  shall  be  repaid. 

"Resolved  also.  That  the  sum  so  to  be  borrowed  be  applied 
"by  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief,  in  such  manner  as  he 
"shall  think  best,  in  discharge  of  the  accounts  due  to  the  Militia 
"heretofore  called  out." 

The  Council  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
further  security  of  the  Government,  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  same  was  postponed  until  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  May  14th,  17 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yeste 

The  Council  now  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  b 
the  further  security  of  the  Government,  and  thereupon  a  si 
paper  of  amendments  to  the  same  was  proposed,  agreed  tc 
ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assemb 
their  consideration  and  concurrence,  with  the  following  mes 
viz : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  now  send  you  the  bill  for  the  further  secur 
the  Government,  with  a  second  paper  of  amendments.  B 
report  of  the  committee  of  conferees  it  appears  that  it  was  aj 
between  them  that  the  words  in  dispute  in  the  sixth  amendi 
proposed  by  the  House,  should  be  struck  out  of  the  bill  an 
words  [and  Constitution],  mentioned  in  the  7th  amendmer 
tained,  and  the  words  [the,  as  now  established],  struck  ouV 
the  Council  have  agreed  to.  You  will  perceive  by  the  si 
paper  of  amendments  that  the  Council  have  proposed  an  ar 
ment  to  their  27th  amendment,  which,  they  hope,  will  be 
factory  and  remove  all  objections  ;  but  they  beg  leave  to  n 
you  tnat  the  1st  of  June,  the  time  limited  for  completing  th 
ministration  of  the  test  in  the  first  instance,  will  be  rathe 
short,  either  for  the  body  of  the  people  of  the  State  to  kno 
contents  of  the  law,  or  the  ministerial  officers  therein  to  pe 
their  duty  under  it. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  return  to  the  House  of  Ass< 
the  resolution  empowering  the  President  to  borrow  five  tho 
pounds,  on  the  credit  of  the  State,  and  apply  the  same  ii 
charge  of  the  accounts  due  to  the  Militia  heretofore  callec 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto ;  and  also  the  b 
the  further  security  of  the  Government,  with  its  several  ar 
ments,  and  the  foregoing  message. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the 
said  several  papers,  according  to  order. 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  120,000  dollars  for  the  service  of  the  present 
year,  by  a  general  tax,  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  same,  by  order,  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  and 
will  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  thus  agreed  to,  be  returned  by 
Mr.  Conwell  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  following  verbal 
message,  viz : 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council  do  agree  to  pass  the  bill  for  raising  120,000  dollars 
in  the  Delaware  State  for  the  service  of  the  year  1778,  by  a  gen- 
eral tax,  into  a  law  as  soon  as  the  blank  therein  for  the  name  of 
the  State  Treasurer  shall  be  determined  upon  a  ballot  by  the  two 
Houses,  which  the  Council  are  ready  to  go  into  when  it  may  be 
convenient  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  "The  act  for  establishing 
a  Militia  within  this  State  ;"  and  also  the  "Rules  and  articles  for 
the  better  regulating  of  the  Militia  within  the  same,"  respectively 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  State  Treasurer,  a  Clothier  ueneral,  and  a  Com- 
missary General  of  Prisoners,  were,  by  order,  read  the  second 
time  and  rejected  in  part. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  ap- 
pointment of  John  Dickinson,  Esq'r,  to  be  one  of  the  committee 
for  stating  an  account  of  expenditures,  &c,  was,  by  order,  read 
a  second  time,  and  an  amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
of  committees  for  adjusting  the  Loan  Office  Accounts,  were,  by 
order,  read  a  second  time  and  rejected ;  whereupon  a  message 
was  drawn  up  at  the  table,  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  in  these 
words,  viz : 

Gentlemen: 
The  Council,  on  considering  the  resolutions  of  your  House,  of 
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the  1 2th  instant,  sent  for  our  concurrence,  are  of  opinion  t 
as  to  the  first,  it  is  unnecessary,  as  such  an  officer  as  State  1 
surer  will  be  expressly  appointed  by  the  tax  bill,  now  before 
therefore,  as  to  that  officer,  all  that  is  wanting  is  to  appoint 
time  of  balloting  for  him.  As  to  the  second  resolution,  for 
appointment  of  a  Clothier  General  for  the  Delaware  Regim 
we  apprehend  this  was  done  by  the  appointment  of  The 
Rodney,  Esquire,  in  the  resolutions,  framed  in  your  House 
concurred  in  here,  for  the  borrowing  seven  thousand  five  1 
dred  dollars,  on  the  credit  of  the  State,  and  applying  it  for 
purchase  of  clothing  for  that  regiment,  to  which  we  beg  leav 
refer  you.  As  to  the  third  resolution,  for  the  appointment 
Commissary  of  Prisoners,  we  agree  to  the  same,  and  that  i 
officer  be  elected  by  joint  ballot. 

The  Council  have  been  desirous  of  consulting  Mr.  Dickii 
as  to  his  willingness  to  undertake  the  business  of  a  commi 
man  of  the  general  accounts  between  this  State  and  the  Ur 
States,  but  have  not  had  the  opportunity  since  the  comin 
your  resolution  for  his  appointment  to  this  House ;  but  as 
gentleman  complains  much  of  his  want  of  health,  we  are  indi 
to  think  he  will  decline  the  appointment,  or  that  his  indispos 
will  delay  the  immediate  going  on  with  this  business,  then 
we  have  proposed  another  person  to  be  inserted  in  his  stea< 
wit :  Mr.  Daniel  Robertson,  one  conversant  in  accounts,  anc: 
siding  in  the  Town  of  Dover. 

The  Council  have  returned  the  resolve  for  the  appointmei 
committees  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  General  Loan  Oi 
disagreed  to  in  the  form  it  now  stands,  as  each  committee  i 
consist  of  three  persons  only,  and  two  of  these  three  are  t< 
named  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  the  other  by  the  Cou 
by  an  express  provision  in  the  late  act  for  the  emitting  of  ar 
ditional  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Crec 
this  State,  which  the  Council  apprehend  was  not  attended  t< 
your  honorable  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  foregoing  resolutions,  together 
the  transcribed  amendment  and  the  above  message  relative  tl 
to,  be  also  sent  by  Mr.  Conwell  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the 
eral  papers  committed  to  his  charge,  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  for  granting  a  free  pardon  to 
such  of  the  inhabitants  or  subjects  of  the  State  as  have  levied 
war  against  any  of  the  States,  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  same  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  and  some 
amendments  were  agreed  to  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and 
sent  by  Mr.  Baning  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concur- 
rence. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  May  15th,  1778. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Baning  now  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  bill  for 
granting  a  free  pardon,  and  the  transcribed  amendment  thereto, 
to  the  House  of  Assembly,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met 

A  bill  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  from  dealing  and 
furnishing  the  enemies  thereof  with  supplies,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  nlentioned,  was  laid  on  tne  table,  and,  by  order, 
read  the  first  time. 
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By  special  order  the  same  was  a  second  time  read  and  ag 
to. 

The  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State,  being 
grossed,  was  read  and  compared,  and  ordered  to  be  signe 
the  Speaker,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

The  rules  and  articles  for  the  better  regulating  of  the  M 
whilst  under  arms,  being  engrossed,  was  read  and  compared, 
ordered  to  be  signed  by  toe  Speaker,  which  was  accordi 
done. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  the  bill  to  prevent  th< 
habitants  of  this  State  from  dealing  and  furnishing  the  ene 
thereof  with  supplies,  &c,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
consideration  and  concurrence,  and  also  return  the  two  last  i 
tioned  bills,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Coun< 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  of  these  several  papers 
cording  to  order. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  private  printed  copy  of  the  Articles  of  I 
federation  and  Union  between  the  States  of  America,  in  the 
session  of  the  Speaker,  be  now  read  and  taken  into  considera 
as  there  is  little  prospect  of  obtaining  a  certified  copy  of  the  s 
from  Congress  during  the  present  sitting  of  the  General  As 
bly. 

And  the  same  was  accordingly  read,  and  the  further  consk 
tion  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  May  16th,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Speaker  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  Militia  bill, 
and  the  rules  and  articles  for  tne  better  regulating  of  the  Militia, 
&c,  with  the  following  verbal  message,  viz  : 

"Gentlemen; 

"The  House  of  Assembly,  being  desirous  to  complete,  as 
"speedily  as  possible,  the  Militia  bUl  and  the  bill  for  raising  one 
"hundrea  and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  &c,  propose  to  the 
* '  Council  that  both  Houses  meet  in  the  House  of  Assembly  to- 
-morrow morning  at  10  o*  clock,  to  put  in  nomination  persons 
"to  be  balloted  for  as  lieutenants  and  sub-lieutenants  for  the 
"  respective  counties,  and  also  a  State  Treasurer.1 ' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great 
Seal  to  the  Militia  bill,  &c,  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz : 

"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
' '  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  bills,  to  wit : 

"  1.    An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State/ '  and 
1  *  2.    Rules  and  articles  for  the  better  regulating  of  the  Militia 
whilst  under  arms  or  embodied. '  * 

Mr.  Hyatt  is  ordered  to  return  the  foregoing  resolutions,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  and  inform  the  House  of 
Assembly  that  the  Council  have  agreed  to  their  proposition  to 
meet  them  in  the  House  of  Assembly  forthwith  to  put  in  nom- 
ination persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  lieutenants  and  sub-lieuten- 
ants for  the  respective  counties. 

35 
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Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  his  delivery  of  the 
and  message  committed  to  him  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Patterson,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  a 
ing,  was  admitted  and  informed  the  Speaker  that  the  ] 
of  Assembly  were  ready  to  receive  the  Council  and  proa 
the  nomination  aforesaid. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  Assembly  Room,  and 
met  the  House  of  Assembly,  when  several  persons  were  j 
nomination  for  the  offices  of  lieutenants  and  sub-lieutenar 
the  respective  counties,  and  their  names  taken  down  for  th< 
sideration  of  both  Houses. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  now  separate,  and 
again  at  3  o'clock  this  afternoon,  in  the  Council  Room,  to 
for  the  said  officers  out  of  the  persons  now  put  in  nominate 

Then  the  House  of  Assembly  withdrew.* 

Mr.  Black,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attei 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  f 
security  of  the  Government,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  1 
of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P. 


The  Council  met 


Ordered^  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembi 
inform  them  that  the  Council  are  now  ready  to  receive  th 
ballot  for  lieutenants  and  sub-lieutenants. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  del 
the  aforesaid  message  according  to  order. 

*  So  recorded. 
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The  House  of  Assembly,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
met  the  Council  in  the  Council  Room,  and  having  prepared 
tickets  for  the  election  of  lieutenants  and  sub-lieutenants  for  the 
several  Counties  of  this  State,  under  the  Militia  law,  and  having 
put  the  same  into  a  ballot-box,  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses, 
in  the  presence  of  the  members,  examined  the  box,  and  it  appeared 
as  follows :  That  there  was  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Ueorge 
Evans,  Esq.,  for  Lieutenant  for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  a 
unanimous  vote  in  favor  of  Henry  Darby  and  Samuel  Smith, 
Gentlemen,  for  sub-Lieutenants  for  the  said  County  of  New 
Castle ;  and  that  there  was  a  unanimous  vote  in  favor  of  Samuel 
West,  Esquire,  for  Lieutenant  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  a 
majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Francis  Manny  and  Benj.  Coombs, 
Gendemen,  for  sub-Lieutenants  for  the  said  County  of  Kent ;  and 
that  there  was  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Henry  Neill,  Gen- 
tleman, for  Lieutenant  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  and  a  majority 
of  votes  in  favor  of  Nathaniel  Waples  and  Charles  Moore,  Gen- 
demen, for  sub- Lieutenants  for  the  said  County  of  Sussex. 

Then  the  House  of  Assembly  withdrew.  * 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  George  Evans  be  recommended  to 
his  Excellency,  the  President,  to  be  commissioned  lieutenant, 
and  the  said  Henry  Darby  and  Samuel  Smith  to  be  commis- 
sioned sub-lieutenants,  under  the  Militia  law,  for  the  County  of 
New  Castle ;  and  that  the  said  Samuel  West  be  recommended 
to  the  President  to  be  commissioned  lieutenant,  and  the  said 
Francis  Manny  and  Benjamin  Coombs  to  be  commissioned  sub- 
lieutenants under  the  said  law  for  the  County  of  Kent ;  and  that 
the  said  Henry  Neill  be  recommended  to  the  President  to  be 
commissioned  lieutenant,  and  the  said  Nathaniel  Waples  and 
Charles  Moore  to  be  commissioned  sub-lieutenants  under  the 
said  law  for  the  County  of  Sussex. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Bassett  deliver  the  foregoing  resolution  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  raising  one 
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hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  the  Delaware  Sts 
the  year  1778,  by  a  general  tax,  engrossed  and  signed  l 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  May  18th,  r 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members  except  N 
Jones.  Clowes,  and  Vandyke. 

Mr.  Adams,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  a 
ing,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  to  p 
the  inhabitants  of  this  State  from  dealing  and  furnishing  th 
mies  thereof  with  supplies,  &c,  with  three  amendments  pre 
thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  which  were  read  and 
ally  disagreed  to  ;  and  thereupon  a  message  from  the  Coui 
the  House  of  Assembly,  showing  the  reasons  of  their  dis 
ment  to  the  said  amendments,  was  drawn  up  at  the  table 
and  approved  of,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council  having  taken  into  consideration  the  three  s 
amendments  proposed  by  your  honorable  House  to  the 
prevent  dealing  and  furnishing  the  enemy  with  supplies 
have  unanimously  disagreed  to  them  for  the  following  re 
to  wit : 

As  to  the  first,  for  that  no  Prince  or  State,  other  tlu 
French  King,  hath,  as  yet,  to  our  knowledge,  publicly  a 
the  independence  of  the  United  States,  or  entered  into  any 
of  commerce  or  alliance  with  them,  and  consequently  oug 
to  be  admitted  to  the  same  freedom  of  trade  with  our  enen 
our  ports  as  is  especially  stipulated  in  favor  of  the  subjects 
French  King  by  the  25th  and  26th  articles  of  the  treaty  oi 
merce  lately  entered  into  between  the  said  King  and  the  1 
States ;  and  we  apprehend  that  by  the  said  first  amendnn 
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neutral  powers,  so  far  as  respects  this  State,  will  be  considered 
as  privileged  to  carry  supplies,  even  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia 
while  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  which  we  conceive  ought 
not  to  be. 

As  to  the  second  amendment,  for  that,  by  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  23d  of  March,  1776,  declaring  what  captures  shall 
be  adjudged  prizes,  express  provision  is  made  for  the  payment  of 
seamen's  wages,  and  the  reason  which,  we  presume,  and  have 
reason  to  believe,  induced  Congress  to  do  so,  operates  with  us  to 
reject  your  said  amendment,  to  wit:  That  seamen  are  a  set  of 
people  extremely  necessary  and  wanting  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States ;  that  they  are  seldom  much  attached  to  any  ser- 
vice, and  that  we  ought  not  to  consider  those  sailing  in  merchant 
vessels  as  enemies  or  parties  in  this  dispute,  but  by  paying  their 
wages,  though  their  ships  are  captured,  we  shall  bias  them  to  our 
cause  and  service,  and  make  them  more  indifferent  as  to  the  fete 
of  the  vessels  they  may  be  in  ;  besides,  by  this  exclusion,  as  pro- 
posed, the  seamen  of  wrecked  vessels  would  be  put  upon  a  differ- 
ent footing  from  seamen  of  captured  vessels,  who  will  be  entitled 
to  their  wages  under  the  resolve  of  Congress. 

As  to  the  third  amendment,  for  that  the  words  therein  pro- 
posed to  be  inserted  in  the  bill  are  merely  relative,  and  have  not 
a  proper  subject  of  reference,  as  no  special  mode  for  division  of 
the  moiety  allotted  to  the  first  possessor,  or  manner  in  which  the 
prize  should  be  secured,  is  pointed  out,  other  than  in  the  sen- 
tence where  the  amendment  is  proposed  to  be  placed. 

Ordered,  Tha,t  the  said  message  be  transcribed  and  sent  by 
Mr.  Bassett  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Mr.  Lockwood,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  the 
Council  empowering  the  President  to  commission  lieutenants  and 
sub-lieutenants  under  the  Militia  law,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  thereto. 

Ordered \  That  the  bill  for  raising  120,000  dollars  within  this 
State  for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  by  a  general  tax,  and 
also  the  bill  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government,  be  now 
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respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  which  was 
cordingly  done. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  account  of  Thomas  Wilds,  Goaler  of  Kent  County,  ag; 
the  Delaware  State,  with  the  petition  and  proceedings  oi 
House  of  Assembly  thereon,  were  read  the  first  time  and  ord 
to  lie  over  for  consideration  until  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  May  igth,  177 

The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yester 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief 
the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  bills,  to  wit : 

1.  "An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government,*1 

2.  "An  act  for  raising  120,000  dollars  in  the  Delaware  \ 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1778,  by  a  general  tax.1* 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  foregoing  bills,  sij 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
also  deliver  the  foregoing  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great 
thereto,  for  their  concurrence,  and  the  following  message,  vi: 

Gentlemen : 

We  send  you  the  bill  for  the  further  security  of  the  G01 
ment,  and  also  the  bill  for  raising  120,000  dollars  in  the  pn 
year,  by  a  general  tax,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Cot 
and  recommend  that  some  speedy  method  be  adopted  for 
nishing  the  respective  counties  with  copies  of  these  bills  \ 
sealed  and  enacted  into  laws.  Of  the  first  of  these  not  less 
54  copies  will  be  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  Justices  of  the  F 
in  the  several  counties,  and  that  forthwith,  that  they  may  b< 
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abled  to  perform  the  duties  required  of  them  therein,  and  avoid 
the  heavy  penalty  they  are  liable  to  for  an  omission  of  any  of 
those  duties,  and  there  is  but  about  six  weeks  allowed  for  the 
completing  this  business.  As  to  the  second  act,  three  copies 
should  be  immediately  made  and  sent  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace 
of  each  County,  with  directions  to  notify  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
that  the  special  court  ordered  therein  may  be  held  on  or  before 
the  tenth  day  of  June  next,  otherwise  the  law  will  loose  its  opera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  sev- 
eral papers  aforesaid  according  to  order. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  account  and  pe- 
tition of  Thomas  Wild  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  thereon,  and  agreed  to  the  said  report,  which 
follows  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Wednesday,  P.  M.,  May  6th,  1778. 
"On  motion, 

"  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to 
"take  into  consideration  the  petition  and  account  of  Thomas 
"Wild,  Goaler  of  Kent  County,  and  after  some  time  spent 
"therein  the  Speaker  resumed  the  chair  and  the  chairman  re- 
"  ported  from  the  committee  that  they  had  allowed  to  the  said 
"Thomas  Wild  the  sum  of  ninety-six  pounds  nineteen  shillings 
"for  the  following  services,  viz  : 

"  For  subsisting  five  persons  of  the  United  States,  .  ^74  9  o 
"  For  subsisting  sundry  deserters  from  the  army  of 

"  the  said  States, 22  10    o 


^96  19    o 


"  Which  said  report  was  agreed  to  by  the  House.' ' 

Thereupon 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  his  Excellency,  the 
President,  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  said  Thomas  Wild's  account, 
for  subsisting  the  British  prisoners  aforesaid,  to  Congress,  or  the 
Cohimissary  General  of  Prisoners,  as  he  may  think  fit,  that  this 
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State  may  be  repaid  the  same  by  Congress,  and  for  this  pur 
that  the  original  account  be  lodged  with  the  President. 

Resolved  also,  That  the  original  account  of  the  said  The 
Wild,  for  subsisting  deserters  as  aforesaid,  be  lodged  with 
President,  and  that  he  be  required  to  transmit  a  copy  there* 
the  proper  officers  of  the  respective  regiments  to  which  suet 
serters  belonged,  that  stoppages  may  be  made  out  of  their 
respectively,  and  this  State  enabled  to  charge  the  same  tc 
United  States. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  wait  on  the  House  of  Assei 
with  the  above  resolutions  for  their  concurrence,  and  return 
account  and  petition  of  the  said  Thomas  Wild  and  the  repo 
the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  agreed  to  by 
Council. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Council  to  view  the  j 
where  the  bridge  mentioned  in  the  bill  before  the  House,  t 
the  petition  of  Charles  Pope,  is  proposed  to  be  built,  now  rej 
ed  that  they  had  proceeded  to  the  said  place,  and  are  of  opi 
that  a  bridge  erected  over  Duck  Creek  there  will  be  of  publ 
well  as  private  utility,  if  a  road  shall  be  opened  from  the  ti 
end  thereof  to  the  road  leading  from  Salisbury  town  to  the  T 
oughfare,  and  that  this  ought  to  be  done  by  and  at  the  exp 
of  the  petitioner,  as  soon  as  the  said  bridge  shall  be  erected  ; 
the  nearer  the  said  bridge  shall  be  placed  to  the  upper  side  o 
public  wharf  there,  it  will  do  the  least  injury  to  the  owner  ol 
land  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek,  and  best  answer  the  pur 
of  the  petitioner ;  but  that  the  same  ought  to  be  a  drawhridg 
preserve  an  useful  navigation  above  the  place  where,  &c. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met 

Mr.  Molleston,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  to  prevent  dealing  and 
furnishing  the  enemy  with  supplies,  &c,  and  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing message,  to  wit : 

"A  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Council. 

"Gentlemen: 

"The  House  of  Assembly  have  received  your  message  of  yes- 
terday, relative  to  the  three  several  amendments  proposea  by 
"this  House  to  the  bill  to  prevent  dealing  and  furnishing  the 
"enemy' with  supplies,  &c,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  Council, 
"and,  upon  a  reconsideration  of  the  same,  have  receded  there- 
"from. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

"SAM'L  WEST,  Speaker. 

"Dover,  May  19th,  1778." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Molleston  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  regulating 
the  fees  of  divers  civil  officers,  &c,  which,  by  order,  was  read 
the  first  time. 

The  Council  now  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
enable  Charles  Pope,  his  heirs,  &c,  and  agreed  to  an  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  said 
bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Collins. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

36 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  May  20th,  i; 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yest< 

Mr.  Collins  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  j 
committed  to  his  charge,  accordingto  the  order  of  yesterda 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Council  the  resignation  of  W 
Killen,  Esq.,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
by.  a  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal,  and  also  a  letter  from 
Cook,  Esquire,  declaring  his  resignation  as  third  Justice  i 
same  Court. 

Which,  by  order,  were  severally  read  ;  and  thereupon  tl 
lowing  address  from  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  the 
eral  Assembly  was  laid  on  the  table,  viz  ; 

To  the  Honorable  General  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State 

Gentlemen — In  pursuance  of  the  resolves  of  the  G 
Assembly  respecting  the  appointment  of  Justices  of  the  Suj 
Court  in  each  County  of  the  State,  we,  by  a  letter  of  the 
instant,  addressed  to  the  Honorable  William  Killen  and 
Cook,  two  of  the  Justices  of  said  Court  residing:  in  Kent  Ct 
requested  of  those  gentlemen  a  resignaton  of  their  com  mis 
that  a  nomination  of  persons  to  fill  that  Court,  residing  in 
County  of  the  State,  might  be  made  for  the  more  speedy  e 
tion  of  the  law,  necessary  under  the  present  circumstances  i 
State,  and  at  the  same  time  transmitted  copies  of  your  sn 
solves.  In  answer  to  which  we  have  received,  through  the 
of  his  Excellency,  the  President,  the  resignation  of  the  H< 
ble  William  Killen,  Esquire,  Chief  Justice  of  the  said  Cou 
a  writing  under  hand  and  seal,  and  a  letter  from  the  Hon< 
John  Cook,  Esquire,  declaring  his  resignation  as  third  Jus 
the  same  Court,  both  of  which  papers  we  lay  before  you  foi 
further  order  therein. 

GEO.  REED. 
20  May,  1778.  SAM'L  WEST,  Speak 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  the  foregoing  messag 
papers  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  perusal. 
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The  bill  to  prevent  dealing  and  furnishing  the  enemy  with  sup- 
plies, &c,  being  engrossed,  was  read  and  compared  and  ordered 
to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  motion 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  pre- 
vent the  inhabitants  of  this  State  from  dealing  and  furnishing  the 
enemy  with  supplies,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  the  foregoing  bill  and  reso- 
lution to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  sev- 
eral papers  committed  to  him  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Craehead,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the 
House  of  Assembly  to  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  message  was  read,  and  fol- 
lows in  these  words,  viz  : 

"Gentlemen: 

"This  House,  having  accepted  of  the  resignation  of  the  Hon- 
"orable  William  Killen  and  John  Cook,  Esq  rs,  of  their  commis- 
sions of  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  propose  to 
"the  Council  that  both  Houses  meet  this  forenoon,  in  the  Coun- 
"cil  Chamber,  and  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for 
"as  Justices  of  the  said  Court,  in  the  room  of  the  said  William 
"Killen  and  John  Cook,  Esquires,  and  also  of  John  Evans,  Esq., 
"appointed  second  Justice  of  the  same  Court,  who  hath  declined 
"to  accept  of  the  said  appointment. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

11  SAW  L  WEST,  Speaker. 

"Dover,  20  May,  1778." 

The  Council,  taking  into  consideration  the  proposition  made 
by  the  House  of  Assembly  of  putting  into  nomination  three  per- 
sons to  fill  the  offices  of  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  within  the 
State,  in  the  stead  of  William  Killen  and  John  Cook,  Esquires, 
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who  have  resigned,  and  John  Evans,  Esquire,  who  hath  dc 
accepting  under  his  former  appointment,  do  agree  to  the 
and 

Resolved,  That  persons  qualified  to  be  Chief  Justice 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  Cou 
Kent,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Tilton,  who  hath  declined  a 
ing  the  same  office,  be  put  in  nomination  at  the  same  tim 
afterwards  balloted  for. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Ass 
with  the  foregoing  resolution  of  the  Council,  for  their  o 
rence,  and  inform  them  that  the  Council  will  be  ready  to  i 
them  forthwith. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  ther* 
cording  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P. 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Armstrong,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  a 
ing,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
message,  viz : 

%i  Gentlemen: 

"As  your  honorable  House  have  concurred  in  a  resolut 
"the  1 2th  instant,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Commissary  G 
"of  Prisoners,  the  Assembly  propose  that  nomination  of  p 
"to  be  balloted  for  to  fill  that  office  be  made  at  the  sarin 
"that  the  General  Assembly  proceed  in  the  nomination  c 
"sons  for  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

"This  House  do  not  consider  the  appointment  of  a  CI 
"General  to  be  supplied  by  the  appointment  of  Thomas  Re 
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"  Esquire,  in  the  resolution  of  both  Houses  of  the  20th  of  April 
"last,  for  the  borrowing  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
11  on  the  credit  of  the  State,  &c.  ;  but  are  of  opinion  that  the 
"appointment  of  Mr.  Rodney  is  only  temporary,  and  for  the 
"special  service  of  completing  the  clothing  of  the  Delaware 
"Regiment  at  present.  If  the  Council  should  view  this  matter 
"in  the  same  light  the  House  of  Assembly  does,  and  are  of 
"opinion  that  the  appointment  of  a  Clothier  General  is  neces- 
"sary,  this  House  propose  likewise  to  put  in  nomination,  at  the 
"same  time,  persons  to  be  balloted  for  to  fill  that  office." 

Whereupon,  in  answer  thereto,  the  following  message  was  pre- 
pared and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Conwell : 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  can  put  no  other  construction  on  the  resolution  of 
the  20th  ultimo,  mentioned  in  your  verbal  message  of  this  after- 
noon, than  is  expressed  therein,  to  wit :  "That  die  said  sum  of 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
Thomas  Rodney,  Esquire,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
purchase  of  clothing  for  the  Delaware  Regiment ;"  and  however 
temporary  this  appointment  may  be  considered  to  be,  yet  the 
business  is  not  begun,  and  we  apprehend  that  the  appointment 
of  a  Clothier  General,  whose  duty  must  be  the  same,  will  super- 
cede this  act,  so  recently  done,  which  would  make  our  proceed- 
ings rather  exceptionable,  and  this  is  what  we  wish  to  avoid,  for 
the  Council  think  with  the  Assembly  that  such  an  officer  is  neces- 
sary, and  have  no  other  objection  than  what  is  above  expressed. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above 
message  according  to  order. 

The  Doorkeeper  informed  the  Chair  that  the  House  of  As- 
sembly were  waiting  to  be  admitted,  and  they  were  admitted 
accordingly. 

The  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  being  met  in  the  Council 
Room  to  put  in  nomination  three  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as 

Justices  01  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  stead  of  William  Killen, 
ohn  Cook,  and  John  Evans,  Esquires ;  a  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court,  in  the  room  of 
Thomas  Tilton,  and  also  a  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners  for 
the  State,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
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Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Ridgely,  Bryan,  Kollock,  Bassett, 
Hyatt  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  Presu 
and  acquaint  him  that  the  General  Assembly  are  now  met  in 
Council  Room  for  the  purpose  of  putting  in  nomination  pei 
who  may  be  balloted  for  as  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
State ;  a  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
phans'  Court,  and  a  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  an< 
quest  his  attendance  at  the  nomination,  if  he  think  proper. 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  his  Excelle 
the  President,  said  that  he  would  wait  on  the  General  Assei 
immediately. 

The  President  attended  in  the  General  Assembly ;  then 
members  proceeded  to  put  in  nomination  divers  persons  t 
the  said  offices,  whose  names  were  taken  down  for  the  con  sic 
tion  of  the  members  of  both  Houses.  The  President  then  i 
drew. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  now  separate  and 
at  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  in  the  Council  Room,  to  t 
for  the  said  officers  out  of  the  persons  now  put  in  nominatiot 

Then  the  House  of  Assembly  withdrew. 

The  Council  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning, 


Thursday,  A.  MM  May  21st,  177 

The  Council  met,  and  being  informed  that,  by  the  going  1 
of  divers  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  a  sufficient  1 
ber  were  not  in  town  to  form  a  House,  and  no  prospect  of 
attendance  before  Monday  next,  the  Speaker  of  the  Council 
plied  for  leave  of  absence  for  ten  days,  and  it  is  granted  to 
Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Tuesday  nior 
next. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  May  26th,  1778. 

A  sufficient  number  to  compose  a  House  not  attending,  the 
Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Friday,  the  29th  of  the 
same  instant 


Friday,  A.  M.,  May  29th,  1778. 

The  Council  met,  and  being  informed  that  a  sufficient  number 
of  members  of  the  House  of  the  Assembly  were  not  in  town,  and 
that  it  was  uncertain  when  they  might  be  expected,  adjourned  till 
Wednesday,  the  first  day  of  July  next. 
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VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 
CALLED  SESSION,  JUNE,  1778. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  by  a  special  order  of  the  President,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  seventeenth  day  of  June,  Anno  Domini  1778,  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  members  to  form  a  House  not  attending,  the 
Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Friday,  the  19th  instant. 


Friday,  June  19th,  1778. 

The  following  members  appeared  in  the  Council,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  County — Nicholas  Vandyke,  Peter  Hyatt. 

For  Kent  County — Richard  Bassett,  John  Baning. 

For  Sussex  County — John  Jones,  John  Clowes,  William  Con- 
well. 

George  Read,  Esquire,  Speaker  of  the  Council,  not  attending, 
the  Council  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker  pro  tempore, 
and  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esquire,  was  unanimously  cnosen.  The 
Speaker  took  the  Chair. 
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Mr.  Lewis,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  atten 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  \ 
message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Council,  viz  : 

Gentlemen : 

1 '  The  sudden  separation  of  the  House  of  Assembly  pre 
* '  to  the  time  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  at  tnei 
"sitting  for  the  election  of  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Coi 
"Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orp 
"Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  a  Commissary  Genei 
"  Prisoners,  prevented  the  appointment  of  those  officers  ;  y 
"a  nomination  of  persons  qualified  to  fill  said  offices  has 
"already  made,  and  the  public  welfare  demanding  theu 
"pointment  speedily,  this  House  propose  to  meet  the  ho 
"ble  Council  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  in  the  Cc 
1 4  Chamber,  to  ballot  for  the  said  officers. J  * 

Whereupon  the  following  verbal  message  from  the  Coun 
the  House  of  Assembly,  in  answer  to  the  above,  was  draw 
at  the  table : 


Gentlemen  : 

The  Council,  taking  into  consideration  the  proposition 
by  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  their  verbal  message  of  this 
to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  ten  o1  clock,  in  the  Council  C 
ber,  to  ballot  for  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  Chief  Ji 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  in  the  ( 
tv  of  Kent,  and  a  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners  for  the  I 
do  agree  to  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Ass€ 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  to  their  proposition  afon 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Bassett  be  a  commit! 
wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  acquaint  him  ths 
Council  are  now  sitting  and  are  ready  to  receive  any  bu: 
which  he  may  have  to  lay  before  them. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  fees  of  divers  civil  officers,  &c. 
read  the  second  time  and  deferred  for  consideration  uni 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  June  20th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.     All  present  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  Pre- 
sident, now  reported  that  they  had  delivered  the  message  com- 
mitted to  them,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday,  when  the 
President  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to  say  that  he  had  no  particular 
business  to  lay  before  the  Council,  but  strongly  recommended  to 
them  the  finishing  of  the  business  which  was  left  undone  at  their 
last  sitting ;  and  added  that  if  any  papers  which  concerned  the 
public  should  come  to  his  hands  whilst  the  Council  were  sitting 
ne  would  immediately  lay  them  before  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bailing  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  inform  them  that  the  Council  are  now  sitting  and  are  ready 
to  receive  them  for  the  purpose  of  balloting  for  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  a  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
and  Orphans'  Court  in  Kent  County,  and  a  Commissary  General 
of  Prisoners  for  the  State,  out  of  the  persons  before  put  in  nomi- 
nation. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above 
message  according  to  order. 

The  House  of  Assembly  now  attended  for  the  purpose  of  bal- 
loting for  the  said  officers,  and  were  admitted. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Jones,  Clowes,  Stout,  Bryan,  and  Hall 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  ac- 
quaint him  that  the  General  Assembly  are  now  met  in  the  Council 
Chamber  for  the  purpose  of  balloting  for  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  a  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Or- 
phans' Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  a  Commissary  Gen- 
eral of  Prisoners  for  this  State,  and  request  his  attendance,  if  he 
choose  to  be  present,  at  the  balloting. 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  had  waited 
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on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  with  the  above  message,  \ 
he  was  pleased  to  say  that  he  would  attend  the  General  Asset 
immediately. 

The  President  attended  in  the  General  Assembly  ;  then 
President  and  General  Assembly  proceeded  to  the  choice  o! 
said  officers  severally,  by  joint  ballot,  and  the  box  containing 
ballots  being  examined  by  the  Speaker  of  each  House,  in 
presence  of  the  President  and  the  members  thereof,  it  appe 
that— 

William  Killen,  Esq.,  was  duly  elected  Chief  Justice  ol 
Supreme  Court  for  this  State  ; 

David  Finney,  Esq.,  was  duly  elected  second  Justice  ol 
said  Court ;  and 

John  Jones,  Esq.,  was  duly  elected  third  Justice  of  the 
Court ; 

Thomas  Rodney,  Esq.,  was  duly  elected  Chief  Justice  01 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  Couni 
Kent ;  and 

George  Craghead,  Esq.,  was  duly  elected  Commissary  Gei 
of  Prisoners  for  this  State. 

On  motion,  agreed  that  the  General  Assembly  now  separa 

Then  the  President  and  the  House  of  Assembly  withdrew, 
the  Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  I 

The  Council  met  and  took  into  consideration  the  bill  for  t 
lating  the  fees  of  the  civil  officers,  &c,  and  after  some  time  5 
therein,  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  said  bill  be  referred  to  a  committee  d 
to  examine  and  report  thereon  on  Monday  next. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr,  Clowes, 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 
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Monday,  A.  M.,  June  22d,  1778. 

The  Council  met  All  present  as  on  Saturday,  and  also  Mr. 
Hyatt. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  regulating  the 
fees  of  the  civil  officers,  &c,  now  delivered  in  their  report  at  the 
table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  bill  for  regulating  the  fees,  &c,  and  some 
amendments  being  agreed  to,  the  same  was  deferred  for  further 
consideration  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June  23d,  1778. 

The  Council  met.     All  present  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
ments reported  to  the  bill  for  regulating  the  fees,  &c,  by  the 
committee,  and  after  sundry  debates,  the  auestion  being  put, 
whether  the  allowance  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, the  Clerks  of  the  two  Houses,  and  the  members  of  the  Privy 
Council,  for  their  attendance,  should  be  a  fixed  sum,  or,  whether 
their  expenses  should  be  paid  by  the  public,  the  Council  were 
equally  divided. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  on  th< 
question  be  entered  on  the  minutes,  the  same  were  ordered 
are  as  follow,  to  wit : 

For  the  affirmative —  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr*  Hyat 
For  the  negative — Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Clowes,  Mr.  Con  well. 

And  thereupon  the  Speaker  gave  the  casting  vote  in  the 
tive. 

Mr.  Patterson,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  at 
ing,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  ; 
pardon,  &c,  with  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  there 
the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  < 
House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment  of  committees  fo: 
tling  the  Loan  Office  accounts,  and  also  a  resolution  to  ad 
on  Thursday  next. 

The  Council  now  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  b 
regulating  the  fees,  &c,  and  the  amendments  reported  thi 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein  the  same  was  postponed 
the  afternoon  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P. 


The  Council  met. 


The  Council  again  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  th 
for  regulating  the  fees,  &c,  and  the  amendments  reported  1 
to  by  the  committee,  and  the  said  amendments  were  all  ao 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  therewith  to  the  r 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Molleston,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  61 
ing,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled 
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act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  State.' ' 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  agreed 
to  by  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  bill  for  regulating  the  fees  of  divers  civil  officers,  &c, 
and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council ;  and  also 
return  the  bill  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  aforesaid  papers  according  to 
order. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  to  enable 
Charles  Pope,  his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  to  erect  a 
bridge  over  Duck  Creek,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto 
by  the  Council ;  and  also  the  following  message  from  the  House 
of  Assembly  to  the  Council  relative  to  the  said  amendments,  to 
wit: 

"Gentlemen: 

"The  House  of  Assembly  have  taken  into  consideration  the 
"amendments  proposed  by  your  honorable  House  to  the  bill  to 
"enable  Charles  Pope,  his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  to 
"erect  a  bridge  over  Duck  Creek,  and  have  acceded  to  the  first. 
"Your  second  amendment  this  House  have  not  agreed  to,  be- 
"  cause  they  conceive  it  would  be  a  particular  hardship  upon  the 
"said  Charles  Pope  to  oblige  him  to  lay  out  a  road,  at  least  a 
"mile  through  his  lands,  without  receiving  any  compensation  by 
"way  of  damages,  as  they  apprehend  that  the  bridge  intended 
"to  De  erected  by  him  will  be  of  public  utility.  The  Assembly 
"therefore  flatter  themselves  that  the  honorable  Council,  upon  a 
"reconsideration  of  the  said  amendments,  will  recede  therefrom. 

"Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

"Dover,  June  22,  1778.  SAM.  WEST,  Speaker." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read. 

38 


Digitized  by 


Google 


298  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assi 
for  the  appointment  of  committees  for  settling  the  Loan 
accounts,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assi 
respecting  an  adjournment,  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  amendment 
posed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for  a  free  pardon 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein  the  same  was  postponed 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow, 


Wednesday,  A.  ML,  June  24th,  1* 

The  Council  met.  All  present  as  on  yesterday,  excep 
Bassett,  who  is  sick. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amend 
proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for  a  free  ps 
&c,  and  the  same  being  severally  acceded  to,  a  further  at 
ment  to  the  said  bill  was  proposed  by  the  Council,  agreed  t< 
ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assemt 

The  Council,  taking  into  a  reconsideration  the  second  ai 
ment  proposed  by  them  to  the  bill  to  enable  Charles  Pop 
heirs,  executors,  &c,  to  erect  a  bridge  over  Duck  Creek 
disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  do  recede  therefrc 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Ass 
with  the  foregoing  bill  and  its  amendments  and  inform 
that  the  Council  had  receded  from  their  second  amendment 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  wait 
the  House  of  Assembly,  according  to  order,  with  the  aib 
papers. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
of  committees  to  settle  the  Loan  Office  Accounts,  was  read  the 
second  time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Monday,  P.  M.,  June  21st,  1778. 

"The  House,  taking  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  mes- 
"sage  from  the  Council  of  the  14th  of  May  last,  objecting  to  the 
"resolution  of  this  House,  of  the  1st  of  the  same  month,  for  the 
"appointment  of  committees  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the 
"General  Loan  Office,  concurred  therein,  and  thereupon 

"Resolved,  That  David  Finney  and  John  Thompson,  Esq'rs, 
"be  appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  a  committee  for  the 
"County  of  New  Castle;  William  Killen  and  James  Sykes, 
"Esquires,  a  committee  for  the  County  of  Kent ;  and  William 
"Peery  and  John  Clowes,  Esquires,  a  committee  for  the  County 
"of  Sussex,  for  the  purpose  o!  settling  and  adjusting  the  accounts 
"of  the  respective  Loan  Offices  and  Military  Treasurers  within 
"this  State,  and  also  the  accounts  of  a  Committee  of  Safety, 
"formerly  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  agreeable  to  two  resolu- 
tions of  this  House  of  the  aforesaid  1st  of  May. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

1 '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly, ' ' 

And  thereupon  the  Council,  on  their  part,  have  nominated 
Samuel  Patterson,  Esquire,  for  the  County  of  New  Casde ;  Elea- 
zar  McComb,  Gendeman,  for  the  County  of  Kent ;  and  Joseph 
Hazzard,  Gendeman,  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  in  addition  to 
the  number  chosen  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  foregoing  resolution,  with  the  concurrence  and  appointment 
of  the  Council  thereto. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P. 


The  Council  met 


Mr.  Derrickson,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  a 
ing,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  Fee  Bill 
the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  several 
ceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  except  that  part  of  tli 
which  relates  to  the  allowance  to  the  Justices  of  the  Col 
Common  Pleas,  &c,  and  an  additional  clause,  proposed  b 
of  amendment  to  the  said  bill  by  the  House  of  Assembl 
companied  with  a  message  from  that  House  to  the  Council 
tive  to  the  same. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resoluti 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  filling  up  the  blanks,  left  for  th« 
missioners'  names,  in  the  bill  for  a  free  pardon,  &c. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  message  relative  the  amend 
proposed  by  each  House  to  the  Fee  Bill,  was  read  the  first 
and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  Gentlemen: 

"The  Assembly  have  taken  into  consideration  the  a 
11  ments  proposed  by  your  honorable  House  to  the  bill  for 
'Mating  and  establishing  the  Fees  of  divers  Civil  Officers  i 
"State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  anc 
1 '  agreed  to  all  the  said  amendments  except  that  part  of  ti 
"which  makes  the  fees  allowed  to  the  Justices  of  the  Coi 
"Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  and  the  Re^pste 
1 '  the  Probate  of  Wills  double  the  sums  allowed  the  said  Ji 
"and  Registers  by  an  act  of  Assembly  of  this  Stftte,  pass* 
"third  day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  an 
"enty,  entitled  'An  act  for  regulating  and  establishing 
"which  they  have  rejected,  because  they  conceive  the  s 
"the  said  Justices,  by  an  act  of  Assembly  of  this  State,  | 
"the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  one  thousand  sevei 
"dred  and  seventy-seven,  when  added  to  the  sums  allow 
"the  first  recited  act,  will  make  ample  provision  for  def 
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44  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  said  Justices  while  attending  the 
' 4  business  cognizable  before  their  Courts,  and  because  they  con- 
4 *  cei ve  the  office  of  Register  for  the  Probate  of  Wills  is  a  lucra- 
44  rive  post,  and  the  execution  thereof  not  necessarily  attended 
1  •  with  any  great  expense. 

"The  Assembly  have  also  added  another  clause  to  the  bill  for 
44  defraying  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
44  Court  during  the  sitting  thereof,  and  for  allowing  them  fees  for 
4 '  services  by  them  to  be  done,  for  which  no  provision  hath  here- 
44  tofore  been  made,  which  they  flatter  themselves  will  be  acceded 
"to  by  your  honorable  House. 

44  Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

44  Dover,  June  24,  1778.  SAM.  WEST,  Speaker." 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  filling  up  the 
blanks,  left  for  the  commissioners'  names,  in  the  bill  lor  a  free 
pardon,  &c,  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

41  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
44  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  June  24,  1778. 
44  On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  blanks,  left  for  the  names  of  the  commis- 
44sioners,  in  the  bill  entided  4An  act  of  free  pardon  and  oblivion, 
44  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  be  filled  up  as  fol- 
44  lows,  viz  : 

44  For  New  Casde  County — William  M.  Clay,  Gentleman. 

44  For  Kent  County — The  Honorable  Samuel  West,  Esquire. 

44  For  Sussex  County — Levin  Derrickson,  Esquire. 

44  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

44JAS.  BOOTH,  CV  k  of  Assembly." 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Thursday,  A.  M,,  June  25th,  17; 

The  Council  met.     All  present  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  message  from  the  House  of  As 
bly  to  the  Council  of  yesterday  was  read  a  second  rime  ;  wl 
upon  the  following  answer  was  drawn  up  at  the  table,  read 
agreed  to,  to  wit : 

Gentlemen  ; 

The  Council  have  taken  your  message  of  yesterday,  relatr 
the  amendments  proposed  by  Council  to  the  bill  entitled 
act  for  regulating  and  establishing  the  Fees  of  divers  Civil 
cers,  &c.,M  and  the  amendments  proposed  by  your  honoi 
House  to  said  bill,  into  consideration!  and  have  receded 
their  first  amendment,  proposing  to  strike  out  all  the  won 
the  clause  in  the  second  page  of  the  aforesaid  bill  which  fc 
the  word  [the]  in  the  3d  line  next  before  the  word  [Justi 
and  agree  that  they  shall  stand  after  the  other  words  by  Co 
proposed  to  be  added  to  that  exception. 

We  have  also  agreed  to  your  proposed  amendment  with 
following  alterations,  to  wit :   Dele  the  words  [said  act  foi 
tablishing  fees]  and  insert  [by  the  laws  of  this  State]  ;  also 
the  words  [and  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General 
Delivery]  after  the  word   [Court]   in  the  fourth   line   of 
amendments.     Dele  the  word  [Supreme],  in  the  third  line  ol 
enacting  clause,  and  add  the  letter  [s]  to  the  next  word, 
the  words  [the  State],  in  the  line  next  following,  and  insert  t 
words :  [by  the  respective  counties  where  the  said  Courts 
be  held].     Dele  the  words  [above-recited  act]  and   insert 
the  laws  of  the  State].     Dele  the   word   [the]   and   insert 
word  [such]  ;  and  also  dele  the  words  [in  which  they  re* 
tively  reside]. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assei 
with  the  above  message,  and  return  the  bill  for  regulating 
fees,  &c,  with  its  amendments. 
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Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
ouse  of  Assembly  with  the  said  papers  according  to  order. 

leredy  That  Mr.  Hyatt  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
11  for  a  free  pardon,  &c,  and  its  amendments,  and  inform 
that  the  Council  have  agreed  to  the  amendments  proposed 
;m  to  the  said  bill,  and  nave  also  proposed  a  further  paper 
endments  to  the  same. 

Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
iccording  to  order. 

ourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P,  M. 
\  Council  met. 

Clark,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was 
ted  and  returned  the  bill  for  a  free  pardon,  with  the  amend- 

proposed  to  the  same  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the 
t  of  Assembly. 

t  same  member  delivered  to  the  Chair  "A  bill  to  prevent 
portation  of  provisions  from  this  State  beyond  the  seas. " 

motion,  the  pardon  bill  was  read  and  passed  the  Council, 
lereupon 

lered,  That  the  bill  for  a  free  pardon  be  engrossed. 

motion,  by  order,  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
ions,  &c. ,  was  read  the  first  time. 

special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  passed 
Hindi 

lered%  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  same  to  the  House 
sembly,  and  inform  them  that  the  Council  have  agreed 
o. 
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Mr.  Conwell  reported  that  he  had  returned  the  said  bill  i 
ing  to  order. 

Mr.  Derrickson,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly  i 
ing,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Council,  viz  : 

"The  House  of  Assembly  finding  they  cannot,  this  ei 
"finish  the  business  before  them,  have  agreed  to  postpo 
"adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly  until  to-morrow 
"noon." 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  A.  M,,  June  26th,  1 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesi 

The  bill  for  a  free  pardon,  &c.t  being  engrossed,  was  re 
compared,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  by  Mr.  Clowes  to  the 
of  Assembly  for  comparison,  and  to  be  signed  by  the  Spe 
that  House,  together  with  the  resolution  for  filling"  up  the 
left  for  the  names  of  the  commissioners  in  the  said  bill,  in 
the  Council  had  concurred. 

Mr.  Clowes,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  wai 
the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  said  papers  according  to 

Mr.  Ridgely,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attt 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  several  bills 
this  session,  severally  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
sembly,  together  with  the  amendments  to  each,  and  a  res 
of  that  House  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  said  bills. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  resolutions  of  the 
of  Assembly  for  procuring  the  records  and  public  papers 
State,  and  lastly  the  resolutions  of  Assembly  of  the  25U 
1778. 
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lotion,  by  order,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  several  bills  passed  this 
was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Friday,  A.  M.,  June  26th,  1778. 
motion, 

olved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
reat  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  bills,  to  wit  : 

'An  act  of  free  pardon  and  oblivion,  and  for  other  pur- 
therein  mentioned ;' 

'An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  provisions  from 
tate  beyond  the  seas  ;' 

'An  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in 
upreme  Court  of  this  State  ;' 

'An  act  for  regulating  and  establishing  the  fees  of  divers 
►fficers  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
*  l 

'An  act  to  enable  Charles  Pope,  of  the  County  of  Kent, 
nrs,  executors  or  administrators,  to  erect  a  bridge  over 
Creek.'  " 

lotion,  by  order,  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
procuring  the  records  and  public  papers  of  this  State  were 
d  concurred  in,  and  follow  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Friday,  A.  M.,  June  26,  1778. 

iEREAS  the  records  and  public  papers  of  this  State  and 
!ounty  of  New  Casde  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
h  troops,  lately  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Prov- 
Df  Pennsylvania,  and  may  yet  remain  there ;  in  order, 
"ore,  to  recover  the  same,  if  possible, 

olvedy  That  the  President  of  this  State  be  empowered  to 
nt  a  proper  person  or  persons  to  go  to  said  city  for  the 
)se  aforesaid,  to  make  inquiry  for  and  demand  and  receive 
ecure  such  records  and  public  papers  from  any  person  or 
ns  in  whose  hands  or  possession  the  same,  or  any  of  them, 

39 
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' '  may  be,  and  this  House  will  defray  all  expenses  that  m 
"necessarily  incurred  in  said  business. 

"And  whereas  this  House  stands  well  informed  that  G 
"  Stephenson,  Esquire,  formerly  a  Surveyor  in  the  Couni 
"  New  Castle  and  Kent,  and  now  an  inhabitant  of  Pennsyl 
"  hath  in  his  possession  many  original  warrants  and  other  \ 
"  concerning  the  rights  to  land  in  this  State, 

"Resolved, .  That  the  President  be  desired  to  appoint 
"proper  person  to  go  to  and  demand  and  receive  of  th 
1 '  George  Stephenson  all  warrants  and  other  papers  cone* 
"the  titles  of  land,  or  other  public  papers  belonging  t 
"State,  that  may  be  in  his  possession  ;  and  that  he  cam 
"same  papers,  when  received,  to  be  safely  lodged  in  th 
"  corder's  Office  of  Kent  County  till  the  General  Assembly 
* '  otherwise  direct. 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  be  empowered  to  draw 
"the  Trustee  of  the  Loan  Office  in  any  county  of  this  Su 
"such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  for  th 
"vice,  and  this  House  will  devise  ways  and  means  to  repla 
"same." 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  Assembly  of  the  25th  June,  177S 
read  and  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 


"  In  the  House  of  Assembly 
Thursday,  A.  M.,  June  25th,  i; 


"On  motion, 


"Resolved,  That  his  Excellency,  the  President,  be  empo 
"and  requested  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the  paym 
"the  debts  due  to  the  Militia  of  this  State,  according  to  t 
"solves  of  the  General  Assembly  thereof. 

"That  he  draw  out  of  the  Loan  Offices  of  this  State,  c 
"of  them,  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  for  ca; 
"into  execution  a  resolve  of  trie  General  Assembly  empo\ 
"his  Excellency  to  procure  arms  and  ammunition  and  to  e 
"an  armourer,  and  this  House  will  devise  ways  and  mea 
"replacing  the  same. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,   I  778. 


307 


iat  a  transcript  of  the  appointment  by  the  General  As- 
>ly  of  a  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners  for  this  State  be 
*  out  for  the  said  Commissary,  and  signed  by  the  Speakers 
>th  Houses,  and  that  the  President  be  empowered  to  pay 
the  hands  of  the  said  Commissary  General  such  sum  or 
i  of  money  as  he  may  want  for  the  purchasing  provisions 
he  use  of  prisoners  and  for  defraying  the  expense  of  the 
i  out  of  any  money  that  may  be  in  any  of  the  Loan  Offices 
is  State  not  yet  appropriated.  *  * 

>umed  to  3  o'clock,  R  M, 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


this  session  be  now 


Council  met* 

fredf   That  the  several  bills  passed 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

ch  was  done  accordingly  ;  and  thereupon  the  Council,  on 
art,  do  appoint  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr,  Clowes  to  be  a  commit- 
join  wito  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  wait 
Excellency,  the  President,  with  the  said  bills  and  see  him 
le  Great  Seal  thereto. 

eredr  That  Mr.  Clowes  return  the  said  bills  and  the  three 
sntioned  resolutions,  severally  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
il,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  inform  them  of  the  ap- 
lent  aforesaid. 

Clowes,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
3use  of  Assembly  with  the  papers  committed  to  him,  and 
ed  them  of  the  appointment  aforesaid,  according  to  order. 

Craghead,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend  - 
as  admitted  and  informed  the  Chair  that  the  House  of  As- 
f  had  acceded  to  their  appointment,  and  have  named,  on 
irt  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Messrs,  Patterson,  Ridgely, 
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and  Hall  to  join  the  said  committee  of  Council  for  the  pu 
aforesaid. 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  had  v 
on  his  Excellency,  agreeable  to  order,  and  that  he  affixe 
Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  laws  in  their  presence, 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  atten 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  I 
empowering  the  President  to  draw  for  monies  allowed  by  the 
eral  Assembly,  with  an  account  for  services  done  by  James  B 
Esquire,  as  Secretary,  amounting  to  ^54  :  4  ■  o. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  reac 
concurred  in,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Friday,  R  M,t  June  26th,  17 

1 '  On  motion, 

"Resolved^  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  b 
"powered  to  draw  out  of  the  Loan  Offices  of  this  State,  o 
1 '  of  them,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  have  been  agree 
"the  General  Assembly  to  be  due  to  any  person  or  persoi 
*  *  services  rendered  this  State. 

"On  motion,  by  order,  the  account  of  James  Booth,  Es» 
1 '  for  services  done  as  Secretary,  was  read  and  allowed.  * ' 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolution,  with  the  concur 
of  the  Council  thereto,  and  the  said  account,  be  returned  1 
House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  — . 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  sam 
cording  to  order. 

The  Council  allowed  the  following  accounts,  brought  in  < 
sitting,  for  services  rendered  the  State,  viz : 


To  Mr.  French  Battell,  for  the  expenses  incurred  by 

the  members  of  the  Council,  as  per  account  filed,  10 iS 
To  George  Read,  Esq.,    .   .  for  mileage,  &c,   .    .   ,      21 


Carried  over, 
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Brought  overt jClo39  *7     9 


ho  mas  Collins,  Esq., 

icholas  Vandyke,  Esq 

i chard  Bassett,  Esq. , 

>hn  Baning,  Esq., 

/Uliatn  Conwell,  Esq., 

ihn  Clowes,  Esq.* 

eter  Hyatt,  Esq., 

)hn  Jones,  Esq.. 

enjamin  Vining,  Esq. ,  Clerk  of  the  Council, 

>hn  Sraithers,  Doorkeeper,     . 


14 

3 

9 

24 

17 

1 

*3 

15 

9 

13 

15 

9 

16 

1 

4 

43 

5 

0 

18 

12 

O 

39 

I 

1 

32 

12 

6 

12 

O 

0 

£1268 


solved \  That  an  order  be  drawn  and  signed  by  the  Speaker 
ie  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  ,£21  117  :  9  to  George  Read, 
on  the  Trustee  of  the  Loan  Office  oi  New  Castle  Countyj 
that  orders  be  drawn  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  on  the 
ctive  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Offices  of  Kent  and  Sussex 
ties  for  the  payment  of  the  remaining  sums. 

hereupon  the  said  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  by  the 

Iter. 

en  the  Council  adjourned  to  the   ioth  day  of  August  next. 
;et  at  the  Town  of  Dover. 


sate  to  the  above  the  Ckrk  s*ys:    "  N    B.— The  flcncml  Assembly  -sicl  not  meet  H£»fti 
if,  not  withstanding  tbeir  adjournment  .*'      From  w»hnt  follows  ti  rruy  he  inferred  thai  the 
n  to  the  official  year,  the  time  For  convening  the  General  Assembly  being  the  iWH 
f  in  October. 
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TES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

)UNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE, 


l  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
r  of  Kent,  on  Monday,  the  nineteenth  day  of  October, 
Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -eight, 
ient  number  of  members  to  compose  a  House  not  attend - 
e  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Wednesday, 
h  day  of  October,  1778. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  October  28th,  177S. 

following  members  appeared  in  the  Council,  viz  : 

J^cw  Castle  County — Peter  Hyatt. 

Kent  County— Thomas  Collins,  Richard  BassetL 

Sussex  County — John  Clowes. 

return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of  New 
of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of  Nicholas 
ke,  Esq. ,  which  became  vacant  on  the  first  day  of  October 
rotation,  being  laid  on  the  table,  it  appears  that  Samuel 
son.  Esq.,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council  for  the 
f  of  New  Castle,  in  the  room  of  the  said  Nicholas  Van- 
on  the  first  day  of  this  instant,  October. 

Patterson  appeared  in  the  Council. 

return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 
af  the  election  of  a  Councillor  being  laid  on  the  table,  it 
40 
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appears  that  John  Baning,  Esq.,  whose  seat  became  vaa 
the  first  day  of  October  last  by  rotation,  was  reelected  a  m 
of  the  Council  for  the  County  of  Kent,  on  the  first  day  < 
instant,  October. 

Mr.  Baning  appeared  in  the  Council 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  Cou 
Sussex  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  being  laid  on  the  tu 
appears  that  William  Conwell,  Esq.,  whose  seat  became 
on  the  first  day  of  October  last  by  rotation,  was  reelected  a 
ber  of  the  Council  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  on  the  first  < 
this  instant,  October. 

Mr.  Conwell  appeared  in  the  Council. 

And  it  also  appears  by  the  said  return  that  the  freeh 
and  electors  of  the  said  county  did  elect,  choose t  nominat 
appoint  William  Polk,  Esq.,  of  said  county,  to  represe 
freemen  of  the  county  aforesaid  in  the  Legislative  Council 
Delaware  State,  in  the  room  of  John  Jones,  Esq. ,  late  a  m 
thereof,  and  whose  seat  is  vacated  by  reason  of  the  said 
Jones  being  appointed  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
for  said  State. 

Mr.  Polk  appeared  in  the  Council. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P, 

The  Council  met  and  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Sp 
and  Thomas  Collins,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  chosen. 

The  Speaker  in  the  Chair,  Mr.  Benjamin  Vining  was  app 
Clerk,  and  Benjamin  Crooks  Doorkeeper  and  Sergeant-at 
to  the  Council. 

Messrs.  Patterson,  Baning  and  Conwell,  three  members  t 
at  the  last  general  election,  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  t 
claration  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Co 
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if  this  State,  and  then  took  their  seats  in  the  Council.  [See 
mpage  10.] 

njamin  Vining  appeared  in  the  Council,  took  the  oath  and 
ribed  the  declaration  prescribed  by  the  23d  article  of  the 
titution  of  this  State,  and  also  took  the  oath  of  office  as 
;  of  the  Council,     [See  note  on  page  //.] 

>on  the  question,  whether  William  Polk,  Esquire,  can  be 
tted  a  legal  member  of  the  Council  under  the  Sheriff's  re- 
and  the  present  Constitution  or  form  of  Government,  there 
ig  been  no  writ  issued  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  for  the 
on  of  a  Councillor  in  the  room  of  John  Jones,  Esq.,  whose 
became  vacant  by  the  acceptance  of  an  office,  the  Council 
qually  divided, 

1  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  be  en- 
on  the  said  question  upon  the  minutes,  they  are  as  follows, 

t : 

r  the  affirmative— -Mr.  Clowes,  Mr.  Hyatt,  Mr.  Conwell. 
r  the  negative — Mr,  Bassett,  Mr,  Baning,  Mr.  Patterson, 
id  thereupon  the  Speaker  gave  the  casting  vote  in  the  nega- 

'.  Peery,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
Ldmitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  his  Ex- 
icy,  the  President,  to  the  Assembly,  dated  Oct.  23d,  177S, 
nclosing  a  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress,  dated  10th 
1778,  with  three  acts  of  Congress,  one  passed  the  2d  day 
:L,  1778,  for  continuing  the  present  embargo  on  provisions 
the  last  day  of  January,  1779,  and  for  other  purposes  there- 
entioned ;  a  second,  an  act  passed  the  5th  Oct. ,  1 778,  for 
inging,  with  Continental  Currency,  such  local  Bills  of  Credit 
ive  been  received  in  the  Loan  Offices  of  each  State  re  spec- 
pj  a  third,  an  act  passed  the  T2th  of  the  same  instant,  for 
j raging  true  religion  and  good  morals,  and  for  the  suppres- 
if  such  entertainments  as  have  a  contrary  tendency  ;  which, 
der,  were  read  the  first  time,  and  the  said  message  follows 
2sc  words,  to  wit :  * 

bis  message  and  sundry  other  documents*  hereafter  mentioned,  do  not  ap- 
B  connection   with  the  rough  journal  from  which   the  proceedings  of  the 
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The  same  member  delivered  to  the  Chair  three  petition! 
the  County  of  Sussex,  complaining  of  undue  influence  us 
the  late  election  in  that  county,  with  a  list  of  the  witness© 
are  to  be  summoned  to  prove  the  facts  alleged  in  the  said 
tions,  which,  by  order,  were  read  the  first  time. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolut 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  sale  of  the  barracks  at  Wil 
ton,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time  ;  and  a  reso 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the  President  to 
for  monies  agreed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be  due  to 
persons  therein  mentioned,  which,  by  order,  was  read  first 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  October  29th,  15 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yes  ft 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  th» 
sident  to  draw  for  monies  agreed  by  the  General  Assembly 
due  to  the  persons  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  second 
and  an  amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  \ 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Asse 
for  the  sale  of  the  barracks  at  Wilmington,  was  read  a  s> 
time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Wednesday,  A.  MM  Oct  28,  13 

"  On  motion  of  Captain  John  Lea, 

Council,  from  Oct.  20  to  Dec.  3d,  1778,  inclusive,  are  copied.     The  con 
journal  for  that  period  was  not  found  when  these  papers  were  collected. 
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That  some  person  or  persons  be  nominated  and  appointed  to 
spose  of  and  sell  the  barracks  now  at  the  fort  on  Christiana 
eek,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the 
sneral  Assembly,  it  being  alleged  that  they  are  now  unneees- 
ry  for  the  use  of  said  fort,  and  are  exposed  to  be  carried  away 
d  destroyed  ;  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Lea  be  and  he  is  hereby  em- 
wered  to  make  public  sale  of  the  said  barracks,  and  that  he 
ike  return  of  his  proceedings  in  the  premises  to  the  General 
ssembly  at  their  next  meeting. 

rdertd*  That  Mn  Clowes  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
resolution  for  the  sale  of  the  barracks  at  Wilmington,  con- 
ed in  by  the  Council  ;  and  also  the  resolution  of  the  House 
Assembly  empowering  the  President  to  draw  for  monies 
ed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be  due  to  the  persons  men- 
cd  therein,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 
neil. 

r.  Clowes,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  said 
*rs  according  to  order, 

n  motion,  by  order,  the  petitions  from  the  County  of  Sussex , 
plaining  of  undue  influence  used  at  the  late  election  in  that 
uy,  were  read  the  second  time,  and  thereupon 

rdered,  That  Friday,  the  30th  day  of  this  instant,  be  the  day 
rned  for  hearing  the  said  petitioners,  and  that  summons  issue 
he  several  persons  whose  names  are  returned  to  the  Council 
he  Assembly  as  witnesses,  requiring  their  attendance  to  sup- 
said  petitions,  returnable  the  day  aforesaid,  and  also  that 
:e  of  the  day  of  said  hearing  be  given  to  said  petitioners  by 
Sergean  t  -  at  -  Anns. 

djoumed  till  3  o*  clock,  P.  M. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3i8 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


Eg dem  Die,  R 


The  Council  met. 


Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  issue  summons  for  John  Plow 
Luke  Watson,  Emanuel  Dodd,  Samuel  Laverty,  John  Hoc 
Obadiah  Smith,  Jeremiah  Cannon,  Henry  King,  Levin  Can 
Joshua  Obeer,  Robert  Cannon,  George  Polk,  John  Laws, 
William  Watson,  all  of  the  County  of  Sussex,  to  appear  b 
the  Council  on  Friday,  the  30th  instant,  then  and  there  to  te 
and  declare  all  such  matters  and  things  as  they  know  concei 
the  petitions  complaining  of  undue  influence  used  at  the  ele 
held  on  the  1st  day  of  October  last  at  Lewes-town,  in  Si 
County  aforesaid  ;  and  that  notice  of  the  day  of  hearing  be  £ 
to  John  Wiltbank,  Thomas  Evans,  John  Laws,  and  Isaac  Si 
Esquires,  four  of  the  said  petitioners,  agreeable  to  the  afon 
order. 

Summons  were  accordingly  issued,  returnable  on  Friday 
30th  instant,  and  notice  given  to  the  said  petitioners. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'  clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  October  30th,  177 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yester 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  now  made  his  return  of  the  said  : 
mons,  which,  by  order,  was  read,  and  thereupon,  on  motion 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petitioners,  John  Wiltbank,  Th< 
Evans,  John  Laws,  and  Isaac  Smith,  Esquires,  be  admitted 
the  Council  Chamber,  to  hear  the  testimony  adduced  in  sup 
of  the  said  petitions. 

On  motion, 
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tsolved  also.  That  the  door  of  the  Council  Chamber  be 
ted  ;  and  they  were  opened  accordingly, 

le  Council  then  took  into  their  deliberation  what  mode  of 
ig  the  examination  of  the  said  witnesses  would  be  the  most 
aitious,  andj  after  some  time  spent  therein,  came  to  the  fol- 
tg  resolution,  viz  : 

f solved,  That,  for  the  dispatch  of  business  and  saving  of 
,  the  testimony  be  delivered  ore  fenus. 

ien  the  said  witnesses  were  produced  before  the  Council  and 
rally  examined,  and,  being  examined,  were  discharged. 

ijourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'  clock . 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  Oct.  31st,  1778. 

le  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

le  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petitions  from 
County  of  Sussex,  complaining  of  undue  influence  used  at 
ate  election  in  that  county,  and,  after  hearing  the  petitioners 
witnesses  adduced  to  support  the  complaint, 

1 solved,  That  there  was  no  undue  influence  used  at  the  said 
ion,  and  that  the  aforesaid  petitions  are  groundless  and  with- 
in e  least  foundation. 

r,  Peery,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  two  resolutions  of  the 
se  of  Assembly,  the  one  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  oi 
mmittee  for  Public  Accounts,  the  other  a  resolution  for  the 
untment  of  a  Committee  of  Claims  on  Forfeited  Estates,  &c, 

1  motion t  by  order, 

le  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
Committee  of  Claims  on  Forfeited  Estates,  &c. ,  was  read  the 
time. 
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By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and 
curred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  :  * 

And  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  on  the 
of  the  Council  to  join  with  the  committee  of  the  House  o 
sembly.  \ 

And,  on  motion,  Messrs.  Patterson  and  Hyatt  are  appc 
for  this  purpose. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  for  I 
Accounts  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and 
curred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  :  * 

And  thereupon 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  on  the 
of  the  Council  to  join  with  the  committee  of  the  House  o 
sembly. 

And,  on  motion,  Messrs.  Baning  and  Hyatt  are  appoin 
committee  for  this  purpose. 

Dr.  Hall,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  atten 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  hi 
cellency,  the  President,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  dated  Oc 
29th,  1778,  which,  by  order,  was  read  and  follows  in  these  w 
viz  :* 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  joint  resol 
of  both  Houses,  in  June  last,  empowering  the  President  t 
point  one  or  more  persons  to  go  to  Philadelphia  in  quest  c 
records  and  public  papers  of  this  State  captured  by  the  enei 
September,  1777,  with  the  President's  appointment  of  Gt 
Patterson  for  this  service,  and  also  General  Patterson's  ac 
of  expenses  incurred  in  procuring  the  said  papers,  with  lis 
and  receipts  for  the  same  from  the  different  officers  in 
Castle  County,  to  whom  they  were  delivered,  which,  by  c 
were  severally  read. 

*  See  note  on  page  315. 
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ie  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  joint  resolution 
oth  Houses,  in  June  last,  for  procuring  public  records  from 
Stevenson,  Esq,,  with  the  President's  appointment  of  Wil- 
Manlove  for  this  service,  Manlove1  s  account  of  expenses  in 
uringthe  same,  and  Geo,  Stevenson's  receipt  for  money  paid 
by  William  Manlove  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  said  papers, 
h,  by  order,  were  severally  read. 

le  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
House  of  Assembly  for  allowances  to  General  Patterson  and 
iam  Manlove  for  their  services  and  expenses  in  procuring 
ic  papers,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time, 

t  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
k!  in,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

11  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
m  Friday,  A,  M.,  Oct,  30,  1778. 

The  House  of  Assembly  took  into  consideration  the  account 
Samuel  Patterson,  Esq. ,  for  cash  paid  by  him  for  procuring 
rt  of  the  public  papers  of  this  State  and  of  the  County  of 
:w  Castle,  and  for  his  expenses  at  Philadelphia  during  that 
■vice,  amounting  to  jQ  102  :  16  :  6,  and  the  same  was  allowed 
the  House* 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  of  Assembly  an  account 
William  Manlove,  who  was  appointed  by  the  President,  in 
rsuance  of  joint  resolutions  of  both  Houses  made  in  June 
t,  to  demand  and  receive  of  George  Stevenson,  Esquire,  all 
blic  papers  concerning  the  title  of  lands  in  this  State,  for 
;h  paid  to  the  said  Stevenson  for  those  papers,  the  sum  of 
;o,  and  for  his  expenses  in  going  to  Lancaster  and  Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  execution  of  that  service,  /J 50.  The 
>use,  taking  the  said  account  into  consideration,  allowed  the 
d  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  aforesaid  William 
Lnlove. 


Extract,  &c. 


J.  B. 


r.  Waples,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  commission  of 
,  Stewart  as  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  with 
?signation  of  the  same  endorsed  thereon,  and  his  petition  to 

41 
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the  General  Assembly,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  his  es 
necessarily  incurred  while  he  was  a  prisoner  on  Long  Islar 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  report 
committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  whom  the  said  j 
was  referred. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  commission  of  Alex.  Stewart  and  his  resignation  t 
together  with  his  petition  and  the  report  of  the  commi 
whom  the  said  petition  was  referred,  were  read  the  first  tin 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M, 


Eodem  Die,  P 


The  Council  met. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  As: 
the  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Committees  for  Pub 
counts,  and  also  the  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Com 
of  Claims  on  Forfeited  Estates,  with  the  appointment  and  c 
rence  of  the  Council  thereto. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  th 
according  to  order. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  to  the  House  of  As 
the  President's  message  and  the  joint  resolutions  for  pre 
the  public  records,  together  with  the  appointments  by  vi 
these  resolutions  ;  General  Patterson's  account  and  the 
the  papers  and  receipts  of  the  officers  for  the  same  ;  and  a 
resolution  for  the  allowances  to  General  Patterson  and  \ 
Manlove,  concurred  in  by  the  Council, 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  tl 
papers  according  to  order. 

The  commission  of  Alex.  Stewart,  and  his  resignation  to 
thereon,  were*  by  order,  read  the  second  time,  likewise  th 
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Stewart,  and  the  report  of  the  committee 
imbly,  to  whom  the  said  petition  was  re- 
*,  read  a  second  time,  and  the  report  con- 
cil,  and  follows  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

>  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Alex- 
ing  forth  that  he  had  been  captivated  by 
cattle  of  Long  Island  on  the  27th  day  of 
that  he  had  been  detained  as  a  prisoner  of 
d,  during  which  time  he  had  been  under 
ending  considerable  sums  of  money  for  his 
provision  had  at  that  time  been  made  for 
and  for  part  of  which  he  is  still  indebted, 
— That  they  examined  the  said  Alexander 
the  monies  by  him  expended  for  subsis- 
ne  of  his  captivity,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
wed  the  sum  of  ^130  to  reimburse  him  for 
while  he  was  detained  a  prisoner.' ' 

Hyatt  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
>etition  of  Alexander  Stewart,  with  the  re- 
e  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  concurred  in 

day  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  November  2d,  1778. 
id  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  F 

The  Council  met  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Sal 
except  Mr.  Bassett. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly, 
ing  at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chai 
entitled  "An  act  to  continue  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  j 
the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this  State  beyond  the  * 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolu 
the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the  President  to  dj 
six  thousand  dollars,  &c. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  petition,  signed  by  sun< 
habitants  of  this  State,  praying  the  aid  of  the  Legislature 
tablishing  and  increasing  the  wages  of  waggoners,  which, 
der,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A,  M,,  Nov.  3d,  1 

The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yes 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  tl 
sident  to  draw  for  six  thousand,  dollars,  &c,  was,  by  orde 
and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz :  * 

The  Council  being  informed  that,  by  the  non-attendance  1 
and  the  going  away  of  others  of  the  members  of  the  House 
sembly,  a  sufficient  number  were  not  in  town  to  form  a  Hou 
no  prospect  of  their  attendance  until  convened  by  special  c 
the  President,  thereupon 

*  See  note  on  page  315. 
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until  the  first  Monday  in  January  next. 

it  be  recommended  to  the  President  that 
ssembly  on  the  first  Monday  in  January 
f  affairs  may  not  make  it  necessary  to  con- 
mbly  sooner. 

py  of  the  above  resolution  be  delivered  by 
ent. 

djoumed  till  the  first  Monday  in  January 
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ESSION,  NOVEMBER,  1778. 


2  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
special  order  of  the  President,  on  Mon- 
day of  November,  Anno  Domini  1778,  a 
;rs  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned 
I  Wednesday,  the  2d  day  of  December, 


ednesday,  P.  M.,  December  2d,  1778. 
Vesent  the  following  members,  viz  : 
nfy — George  Read,  Samuel  Patterson. 
Thomas  Collins,    Richard   Bassett,   John 

-John  Clowes. 


mmittee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait  on 
resident,  to  inform  him  that  a  sufficient 
srs  of  the  Council  have  met  to  make  a 
t  his  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  order 
i  for  the  calling  of  the  General  Assembly 
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of  the  State,  with  their  returns,  to  be  laid  before  the  Con 
their  inspection. 

Messrs.  Patterson,  Bassett,  and  Clowes  are  appointed 
purpose.     The  gentlemen,  being   returned,   reported  th 
nad  waited  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  delive 
said  message  according  to  order. 

Mr.#  Patterson,  one  of  the  committee  appointed  as  af 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  his  Excellency,  th 
dent,  to  the  Legislative  Council,  which,  by  order,  was  re 
follows  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council : 

"  I  received  your  committee  this  morning,  and  am  pie 
"hear  by  them  you  are  met  in  Council, 

4 1 Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  have  sent  you  herewith  t 
"by  which  you  were  called  together,  and  must  beg  leave 
"you  to  my  messages  of  the  twenty-seventh  and  twenty 
"of  November,  directed  to  the  General  Assembly  and  d< 
"to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  the  business  of  your  me 

"CiESAR  RODI 
"Dover,  December  the  2d,  1778/' 

And  the  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  tl 
issued  by  his  Excellency,  the  President,  for  the  calling 
General  Assembly  of  the  State,  with  their  returns,  wh 
order,  were  severally  read. 

Mr.  Read,  in  his  place,  made  his  excuse  for  non-attenc 
the  sitting  of  the  Council  in  June  and  October  lastT  wh 
admitted ;  and  also  informed  the  Chair  that  Mr.  Hyatt, 
count  of  the  indisposition  of  his  family,  could  not  attent 
beginning  of  this  sitting,  whereupon  he  was  excused. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  issue  a  writ  to  the  Sheriff  of 
County,  directing  him  to  hold  an  election  in  that  county 
able  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  State,  for  the  c 
of  one  new  member  of  the  Council  for  the  said  count) 
room  of  John  Jones,  whose  seat  became  vacant  by  his  ace 
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the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 

row  morning,  10  o'clock. 


hursday,  A.  M,,  December  3d,  1778. 
esent  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
ck,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


iber  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
resented  to  the  Chair  the  President's  mes- 
imbly,  dated  the  27th  of  November,  1778, 
lows  in  these  words,  viz  :  * 

ingress  of  the  26th  September,  1778,  for 
treasury,  and  a  recommendation  to  the 
ict  laws  for  the  taking  and  securing:  the 
the  debtors  to  the  United  States,  which, 
irst  time. 

[so  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  copy  of  the 
m  and  Perpetual  Union,  attested  by  the 
which  follows  in  these  words,  to  wit  :  * 

»  read  the  first  time. 

Iso  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  copy  of  the 


d  by  GooQle 


332 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


Treaties  of  Amity  and  Commerce  and  of  Alliance  between 
and  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  America,  which,  by  ore 
read  the  first  time  ;  and  also  an  act  of  Congress,  recomrr 
to  the  Legislative  or  Executive  powers  of  each  of  the 
States  to  appoint  Wednesday t  the  30th  day  of  Decembei 
observed  as  a  day  of  Thanksgiving  and  Praise,  which,  by 
was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B assert,  for  leave  to  briog  in  a  bill  foi 
,the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the  Supreme  Court 
State,  and  the  same  being  granted ,  Mr.  Bassett  laid  a  bill 
purpose  on  the  table,  which  was  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  return  to  the  House  of  As 
the  commission  and  petition  of  Lieutenant  Alexander  S 
together  with  the  report  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereo 
curred  in  by  the  Council  ;  and  also  the  resolution  of  that 
empowering  the  President  to  draw  for  six  thousand  do 
favor  of  George  Latimer,  Esq,,  to  be  by  him  applied  in  dis 
of  money  allowed  to  be  due  to  the  Militia  of  this  State,  u 
concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A,  MM  December  4th,  : 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yes 

Mr.  Clowes  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several 
given  him  in  charge,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  atfc 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  Capt  Jonathan 
son's  certificate  of  his  loan  of  ^300  to  the  Delaware  Sta 
also  Doctor  Way's  certificate  of  his  loan  of  j£ioo  to  tl 
State,  assigned  to  the  said  Robinson,  together  with  a  res 
empowering  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of  As 
to  draw  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  monies  due  thereoi 
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ilso  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from 
1  addressed  to  George  Craghead,  Esquire, 
"or  printing  the  Acts  of  Assembly  01  this 
to  ^287  :  15  :  o,  with  a  resolution  em- 
3  of  the  Council  and  House  of  Assembly 
Yeas u re r,  for  the  payment  of  the  said  ac- 
aid  George  Craghead,  Esquire, 

ilso  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled 
1  punish  the  frauds  and  abuses  of  Quarter- 
lies General,  their  deputies  and  assistants, 

er,   the  foregoing  certificates  of  Jonathan 
Way,  and  the  resolution  empowering  the 
ouses  to  draw  on  the  State  Treasurer  for 
i,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

r,  Francis  Bailey's  letter  and  account  for 
is  State,  &c,  and  the  resolution  empow- 
he  two  Houses  to  draw  on  the  State  Trea- 
of  the  same,  were  severally  read  the  first 


nd  punish  frauds  and  abuses  of  the  Quar- 
ssaries  General,  their  deputies  and  assist- 
ed the  first  time. 

er  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  empowering 
uncil  and  House  of  Assembly  to  draw  on 
j£i$q  :  o  :  o  in  favor  of  Alexander  Stew- 
as  read  the  first  time. 


the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
ad  the  second  time  by  paragraphs,  and  an 
f  addition,  was  proposed  thereto,  which, 
made  in  the  bill,  whereupon  the  bill,  as 
reed  to,  and  passed  the  Council 

Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
dr  consideration  and  concurrence. 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union,  wei 
the  second  time  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  three ,  to 
thereon.  The  gentlemen  chosen :  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Basse 
Mr.  Clowes. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Baning  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  bill  commi 
him  according  to  order. 

Mr.  John  Clayton,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assemt 
tending,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  1 
aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the  Supreme 
agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  act  to  continue  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  preve 
exportation  of  provisions  from  this  State  beyond  the  seaSj 
read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  empowering  the  Speakers  of  the  Coun* 
House  of  Assembly  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasu 
^130  in  favor  of  Alexander  Stewart,  was  read  the  secon< 
and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Friday,  A,  M.,  December^,  1 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved^  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  Ho 
"  Assembly  be  empowered  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DELAWARE  STATE,  I77S. 


335 


zander  Stewart  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
allowed  him  by  the  General  Assembly,  to 
ecessary  expenses  while  detained  a  prisoner 
d  that  Mr.  Stout  wait  on  the  Council  with 
leir  concurrence. 

minutes. 

"WILLIAM  PEERY,  CPkP.  TV" 

owering  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to 
5  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  George  Crag- 
ble  him  to  discharge  the  account  of  Francis 
ead  the  second  time,  concurred  in,  and  fol- 

riz  : 

u  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Thursday,  P.  M.P  December  3,  1778, 

into  consideration  a  letter  from  Mr.  Francis 
George  Craghead,  Esquire,  inclosing  an 
to  two  hundred  and  eighty -seven  pounds 
printing  seven  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of 

>f  this  State,  and  four  thousand  seven  hun- 

ve  certificates  ;  and  thereupon 

le  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of 
vered  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Trea- 
eorge  Craghead,  Esquire,  for  the  said  sum 
d  eighty-seven  pounds  fifteen  shillings,  to 
arge  the  said  account. 

minutes, 

WILLIAM  PEERY,  CPkP.  77' 

Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
esoives,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council 

returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 


orrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  A,  M.t  December  5th,  i 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yes 
except  Mr.  Clowes. 

Dr.  Clayton,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  att< 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  empc 
the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  on  the  State  Tr 
for  ten  thousand  dollars,  in  favor  of  Thomas  Rodney,  to 
him  to  pay  for  clothing  purchased  for  the  Delaware  Regjn 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P_  M. 


The  Council  met. 


Eodem  Die,  F 


On  motion,  by  order*  the  preceding  resolution  was  re 
first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  ai 
dry  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to,  and  ordere 
transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  As 
with  the  foregoing  resolution  and  transcribed  amendme 
their  concurrence. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  act  of  Congress  recommending  to  the  Legislative 
ecutive  powers  of  each  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  W 
day,  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  to  be  observed  as  a 
Thanksgiving  and  Praise,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
upon 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  delivered  to  his  Excellen 
President,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  issue  his  proclamat 
cordingly. 
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r<  Bassett  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
Congress,  together  with  the  resolve  of  Coun- 
for  their  concurrence. 

returned,  reported  the  delivery,  according 
ral  papers  committed  to  his  charge. 

ler, 

e  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the  ex- 
>ns  beyond  the  seas/'  was  read  the  second 
0  ;  and  thereupon 

committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  prepare 
>  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions  be- 
mited  time. 

osen  ;  Mr,  Patterson  and  Mr.  BassetL 

ter? 

t  and  punish  frauds  and  abuses  in  the  Quar- 
imissary's  Departments,  &cM  was  read  the 
Tred  to  a  committee  of  two,  to  consider  and 

sen  :  Mr.  Read  and  Mn  Baning. 

ler,  the  petition  praying  the  aid  of  the  Leg- 
]g  and  increasing  the  wages  of  waggoners, 
time  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

mber  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
rturned  to  the  Chair  the  resolve  of  Council 
ntment  of  Wednesday,  the  thirtieth  day  of 
erved  as  a  day  of  Thanksgiving  and  Praise, 
i  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto,  together 
ress  recommending  the  same, 

r  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolution 
makers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  an  order 
urer  in  iavor  of  Thomas  Rodney  for  ten 
a,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto 
led  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

:opy  of  the  resolve  of  Council  for  appointing 
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Wednesday,  the  thirtieth  day  of  Decern ber,  to  be  observe 
day  of  Thanksgiving  and  Praise,  with  the  act  of  Congress 
mending  the  same,  be  delivered  by  Mr.  Read  to  the  Presi 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  empowering  the  Speakers  of  the  Coum 
House  of  Assembly  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasi 
favor  of  Thomas  Rodney  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  as  an 
and  agreed  to,  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follow 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly 
41  Friday,  P.  M.,  December  4th,  1 

"  Whereas  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred  < 
"directed  by  the  General  Assembly  the  twentieth  day  o: 
"last  past  to  be  borrowed  and  put  into  the  hands  of  1 
"Rodney,  Esquire,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  ti 
"of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  hath  not  been  obtained  ;  th 

''Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  He 
44  Assembly  be  empowered  to  draw  an  order  on  the  Stat< 
14  surer  in  favor  of  the  said  Thomas  Rodney  for  ten  tin 
41  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  pay  for  clothing  purchased 
4  4  Delaware  Regiment ;  and  the  said  Thomas  Rodney  is 
4 'accountable  for  the  expenditure  thereof  to  the  General  1 
"bly. 

44  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

44  WILLIAM  PEERY,  Cl'k  P. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson  return  the  same  to  the  H< 
Assembly,  concurred  in  by  the  Council, 

Mr.  Patterson,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  wa 
the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  above  resolution,  accorc 
order. 


Adjourned  till  Monday  morning r  10  o'clock. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DELAWARE  STATE,  I  778, 


339 


Monday,  December  7th,  1778. 

'resent  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 

ember  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend  - 
delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  the 
f  the  28th  October  last,  empowering  the 
lonies  agreed  by  the  Genera]  Assembly  to 
15  therein  mentioned,  with  the  amendments 
e  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  As* 

also  delivered  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
to  hear  and  determine  the  claims  of  the 
the  Whig  Battalion,  &c.lr 

ilso  delivered  a  letter  to  the  President  of 
aniel  Scudder,  Governieur  Morris,  and 
1  a  bitl  entitled  uAn  act  to  prohibit,  for 
itilling  of  whiskey  and  other  spirits  from 
:her  sort  of  grain,  or  from  any  meal  or 
said  letter. 

rrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M,f  December  8th,  1778. 
'resent  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 

er  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
rered  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  sundry 
>ok  and  Bosnian's  Creek  Marshes,  in  New 
ng  the  division  of  the  banks  inclosing  the 
nil,  founded  on  the  same  petition,  by  way 
ict  entitled  *'An  act  to  enable  the  owners 
meadow,  marsh  and  cripple  on  the  south 
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side  of  Christiana  Bridge,  called  Fern  Hook  Marsh,  and 
marsh  and  meadow  on  the  south  side  of  the  same  creek, 
Bosnian's  Creek  Marsh,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  t< 
the  banks  and  sluices  in  repair,  and  to  raise  a  fund  to  deft 
expenses  thereof/ '  passed  the  24th  day  of  March,  1770. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  set  of  resolutions 
House  of  Assembly  to  make  provision  for  the  officers 
Delaware  Regiment,  and  also  a  resolution  of  that  House  : 
pointing  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Clothier-General  of  this 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  petition  from  the  < 
of  Fern  Hook  and  Bosnian's  Creek  Marshes,  and  the  s 
mentary  bill  founded  thereon,  were  severally  read  the  first 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  I 
bly,  for  providing  for  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Reg 
were  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  1 
bly  for  appointing  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Clothier-Gen( 
this  State,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Ass 
empowering  the  President  to  draw  for  monies  agreed  by  th 
era!  Assembly  to  be  due  to  divers  persons  therein  menl 
was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  to  appoint  commissioners  1 
and  determine  the  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Battalion,  &c,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  letter  from  Messrs.  Scudder,  I 
and  Whipple,  and  the  bill  founded  thereon,  to  prohibit 
limited  time,  the  distilling  of  whiskey  and  other  spirit 
wheat,  rye,  or  any  other  sort  of  grain,  or  from  any  11 
flour,  were  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  momi 
o'clock. 
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:dnesday,  A,  M.,  December  9th,  1778. 

resent  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

er  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
vered  to  the  Chair  an  account  of  the  sale 
mington,  together  with  a  resolution  of  the 
r  the  payment  of  the  money  arising  from 
e  State  Treasurer,  which,  by  order,  were 


*  House  of  Assembly,  of  the  28th  October 
'resident  to  draw  for  monies  agreed  by  the 
>e  due  to  divers  persons,  as  amendea  and 
e  second  time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
ednesday,  A.  M.,  October  28th,  1778. 


s  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  be  em- 
ed  to  draw  on  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan 

or  any  of  them,  for  the  sum  of  thirty-five 
s  and  nine  pence,  agreed  by  the  General 
2d  day  of  February,  1777,  to  be  due  to 
ort-Major  at  Wilmington;  and  also  for  the 
I  and  twenty-three  pounds  fifteen  shillings, 
ses,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1777,  to  be  due  to 
lonel  Thomas  Collins,  and  James  Latimer, 
the  sum  of  forty-eight  pounds,  allowed  by 
y,  in  February,  1777,  to  Col.  Thomas  Col- 
igners  of  papers  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  in 
•  1776 ;  and  also  for  the  sum  of  forty-seven 

and  nine  pence,  allowed,  as  aforesaid,  in 
Colonel  Thomas  Collins  and  Samuel  West, 
>mmission  given  them  by  the  General  As- 
er,    1776,    respecting  the  battalions   then 
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"under  Colonels  Haslet  and  Patterson,  &c.  ;  and  also 
"sum  of  thirty-eight  pounds  ten  shillings,  allowed,  as  afc 
"in  June,  1777,  to  Colonel  Thomas  Collins  and  John  Tho 
"Esquires,  for  their  attendance  on  public  affairs  in  the 
"of  Sussex  in  the  year  1777,  he  taking  receipts  for  t 
"draughts. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"WILLIAM  PEERY,  C/lk  P. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  make  pr 
for  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  were  read  the 
time  and  postponed  for  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  As 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  28th  October  last,  empower 
President  to  draw  for  monies  agreed  by  the  General  As 
to  be  due  to  divers  persons,  concurred  in  by  the  Counc 
also  deliver  the  following  verbal  message,  viz  : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  desire  to  be  informed  whether  any  paper 
monstrance,  from  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  1 
before  your  House  on  which  your  resolution  of  the  7th 
making  provision  for  the  officers  of  the  said  regimei 
founded.  If  so,  the  Council  request  that  the  said  paper 
by  order  of  your  House,  be  laid  before  them, 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  wa 
the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  above  papers,  accon 
order. 


Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


,  the  account  of  the  sales  of  the  barracks 
1  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
)nies  arising  from  the  sale  thereof  to  the 
ead  the  second  time,  and  the  said  resolu- 
ind  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

M  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
dnesday,  A,  MM  December  9th,  177S. 

>tam  John  Lea  pay  the  sum  of  eighty -one 
£5,  now  in  his  hands,  arising  from  the  sales 
:s  at  the  fort  on  Christiana  Creek,  to  the 
1  that  the  same  be  subject  to  the  joint 

ises. 

linutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

:e,  CVk  of  Assembly* ' ' 

Clowes  return  the  foregoing  account  and 
i  by  the  Council,  to  the  House  of  Assem- 

jturned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 

ember  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend - 
presented  to  the  Chair  two  letters  from 
1  and  one  from  Capt.  Patton,  accompanied 
i  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  pray- 
be  made  for  them  by  the  General  Assem- 

r,  the  foregoing  letters  and  petition  were 
ired  in  the  Council. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  i 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this  State 
the  seas  for  a  limited  time,  now  delivered  one  at  the  tabh 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  fii 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  a 
amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to  and  made 
the  said  bill  passed  tne  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  wait  on  the  House  of  A 
with  the  foregoing  bill  for  their  consideration  and  concur 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  a< 
to  order. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  £ 
and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  above-mentioned  bill,  i 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  mess* 
the  President  to  the  General  Assembly,  inclosing  a  circul 
from  a  committee  of  Congress  of  the  nth  of  November  ] 
a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Massachuse 
with  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Massachusetts 
prevent  the  return  into  that  State  of  all  persons  who  hav< 
the  enemy. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  pi 
beyond  die  seas  for  a  limitea  time  be  engrossed. 

The  said  bill,  being  engrossed,  was  read,  compared, 
order,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  engrossed  bill  for  aiding  the 
tinuance  of  the  process  in  the  Supreme  Court,  was  read  a 
pared. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Speakei 
Council ;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander- in -CI 
the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit 
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ag  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 

ibit  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this 
for  a  limited  time/ ' 

Patterson  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
>ned  bills,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be 
by  the  Speaker  of  that  House,  and  also 
of  the  Council  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal 
ir  concurrence. 

ted  the  delivery,  according  to  order,  of  the 
[  for  leave  of  absence  till  Monday  next, 
utow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  December  10th,  1778. 
'resent  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 

rs  of  the  Council  attending  on  committees, 
till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  December  nth,  1778. 

'resent  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

jrs  attending  on  committees,  the  Council 
>w  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  December  12th, 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  ye 

Some  of  the  members  attending  on  committees,  the 
adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  December  14th, 
The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  S 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  December  15th, 
The  Council  met  Present  the  same  members  as  on  ye 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  10  o*  clock. 


Wednesday,  December  i6tht 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  ye 
and  also  Mr.  Clowes. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  appeared  in  the  Council, 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  Cc 
Sussex  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor,  by  virtue  of  a  wr 
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Council  for  that  purpose,  to  fill  the  seat  of 
h  became  vacant  by  his  acceptance  of  the 
dges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State, 
!,  it  appears  that  William  Polk,  Esquire, 
of  the  Council  for  the  County  of  Sussex, 
John  Jones. 

in  the  Council,  took  the  oath  and  sub- 
1  prescribed  by  the  twenty -second  article 
lis  State,  and  took  his  seat,     [See  note  on 


:,lk, 

ules  to  be  observed  by  the  members  of 
ng  thereof  be  read  ;  which  was  done  ac- 

lace,  made  his  excuse  for  his  non-attend- 
fhich  was  admitted. 

hom  were  referred  the  bill  to  prevent  and 
ses  in  the  Quartermaster's  and  Com  mis- 
d  the  petition  from  the  owners  of  waggons 
s,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table, 
ad  the  first  time. 


upplement  to  the  act  entitled  MAn  act  to 
i  possessors  of  the  meadow,  marsh  and 
de  of  Christiana  Creek,  called  Fern  Hook 
■sh  and  meadow  on  the  south  side  of  the 
nan's  Creek  Marsh,  in  the  County  of  New 
ks,  &c. ,  in  repair  and  raise  a  fund  to  de- 
of,"  was  read  the  second  time  and  passed 

the  table  a  petition  from  Isaac  Carty  and 
le  bill  for  preventing  the  distilling  of  spirits 

,  the  said  petition  was  read  the  first  time. 
rrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Digitized  fl 


Google 


348 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


Thursday,  December  17, 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  mon 
o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  December  18, 

The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  th 
prevent  and  punish  frauds  and  abuses  in  the  Quartermast 
Commissary's  Departments,  and  the  petition  from  the  o\ 
waggons  for  an  increase  of  wages,  was  read  the  second  ti 

The  same  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  ag 
by  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  December  19th, 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  mon 
o'clock. 
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Sunday,  December  20th,  1778. 

resent  all  the  members. 

informed  that,  by  the  non-attendance  of 
ay  of  others  of  the  members  of  the  House 
ait  number  were  not  in  town  to  form  a 
jet  of  their  attendance  until  convened  by 
isident,  thereupon 

Council  adjourn  till  the  fifth  day  of  January 

it  be  recommended  to  the  President  that 
summons  for  the  calling  together  of  the 
of  Assembly  on  the  said  fifth  day  of  Jan- 
r  public  business. 

3erk  of  this  House  deliver  a  copy  of  the 
President. 

k  into  consideration  the  accounts  brought 
members  and  officers  during  their  attend- 
■esent  meeting,  and  the  traveling  charges 
from  the  place  of  meeting,  and  tSe  follow- 
ed, viz  : 

accounts  for  the  expenses  of 
Duncil  and  their  Clerk  at  his 
nths  of  October,  November, 
ly  of  December,  1778,  inclu- 


Ssq.,  for  traveling  charges, 


sq. 


^594  10 

12    o 

2 

9 
2 


17 
10 

o  o 
10  o 

o  o 


^631     7  6 
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Brought  over,  . £  6, 

To  Benjamin  Vining,  for  his  services  as  Clerk  of  the 

Council 

To  John  Dawson,  for  riding  express,  &c. ...... 

To  Edward  Cole,  for  ditto,         ,    - 

To  Thomas  Wild,  Doorkeeper  and  Sergeant-at- Anns, 

Total, £& 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  Tni 
the  Loan  Offices  of  the  respective  Counties,   in  equal 
tions,  for  the  said  sum  of  £ 631  :  7  :  6,  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Battell ;   and  that  he  draw  orders  for  the   remaining 
^34  :  17  :  6,  in  favor  of  the  several  persons  above -mei 
on  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  for  Kent  County. 

Whereupon  the  said  orders  were  drawn  and  signed 
Speaker. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  till  the  fifth  day  of  Januan 
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sfD  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


)   SESSION,  JANUARY,   1779. 


*  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
djournment,  on  Tuesday,  the  fifth  day  of 
i,  1779,  a  quorum  of  members  not  attend- 
med  from  day  to  day  until  Tuesday,  the 


Tuesday,  January  12th,  1779. 
Vesent  the  following  members,  viz  : 
nty— Samuel  Patterson, 
"he  Hon.  Thomas  Collins,  John  Baning. 
-John  Clowes,  William  Polk. 

of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
>m  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  of  the  16th 
nth  an  act  to  prevent  distilling  grain  into 
r,  was  read  the  first  time*. 

rrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  January  13th, 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  ye 
and  also  Messrs.  Bassett,  Hyatt  and  Con  well. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  deliver  to  the  House  of  A 
the  bill  to  prevent  and  punish  frauds  and  abuses  in  the  < 
master's  and  Commissary's  Departments,  with  the  amei 
proposed  and  agreed  to  by  the  Council,  for  their  cona 
and  that  he  return  to  that  House  the  petition  from  the 
and  possessors  of  Fern  Hook  and  Bosnian's  Creek  Mar 
the  original  act  and  the  bill  by  way  of  supplement  to  ti 
act,  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above  papers 
ing  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  appoint  commissioners  to  hear  and  detem 
claims  of  the  officers  of  the  Whig  Battalion,  &c,  was  1 
second  time  and  postponed  for  consideration  until  the  ail 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die, 

The  Council  met  and  took  into  consideration  the  foreg 
and  proposed  and  agreed  to  sundry  amendments  thereto 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  ther 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Pol 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  January  14th,  1779. 
Jresent  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

iber  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
solution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the 
imittee  to  state  an  account  of  expenditures 
!ontinent,  &c,  and  also  a  resolution  of  that 
itment  of  committees  for  settling  the  Loan 
tie  following  notification,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
'Wednesday,  P.  M.,  January  13,  1779. 

r.  Waples  wait  on  the  Council  and  inform 
se  will  meet  the  Council,  at  such  time  and 
ppoint,  in  order  to  put  in  nomination  per- 
br  as  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the  Con- 
States  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  also  for  a 
1  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
y  of  Kent,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Rodney, 
ined  to  accept  his  appointment  thereto. 

minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  Cl'k  of  Assembly." 


t,  the  foregoing  resolutions,  respecting  the 
littees,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 


le  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
was  read  the  second  time  and  rejected. 

ler,  the  following  verbal  message  from  the 
the  verbal  message  or  notification  of  the 

especting  the  proceeding  to  put  in  nomina- 

lloted  for  as  Delegates  to  Congress,  &c,  of 
up  at  the  table  and  agreed  to  be  sent  to 

ly,  viz : 
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Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  received  your  verbal  message  of  yesterday 
ing  vour  inclination  of  meeting  the  Council,  at  such  time  ai 
as  they  should  appoint,  in  order  to  put  in  nomination  pe 
be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  from  tins  State  to  the  Conj 
the  United  States  of  America  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphan 
for  the  County  of  Kent,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Rodne; 
who  hath  declined  to  accept  of  his  appointment  thereto, 
extremely  willing  to  meet  the  honorable  House  of  Assen 
the  above  purpose,  and  also  to  put  in  nomination  a  perse 
balloted  for  as  Clothier-General  for  this  State,  at  four  o'cl 
afternoon  in  the  Assembly  Room,  if  agreeable  to  your  he 
House. 

Dover,  January  14,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  House  of  As 
with  the  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  Clothier -Gen 
Mr.  Bassett. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die, 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Bassett  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  coi 
to  him  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Cook,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  d 
to  the  Chair  the  bill  to  prevent  and  punish  frauds  and  at 
the  Quartermaster's  and  Commissary's  Departments,  & 
the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  accede 
the  House  of  Assembly,  except  as  to  their  7th,  8th  a: 
amendments,  together  with  a  paper  of  amendments  prop 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  said  amendments  of  the  ( 
which,  by  order,  were  read  the  first  time. 
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lember  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
*  following  verbal  message  from  the  House 
uncil,  viz  : 


;embly  are  now  ready  to  receive  the  Coun- 
Room,  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be 
gates  from  this  State  to  Congress  and  for 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
r  of  Kent.     Dover,  January  14,  1779.' ' 


srbal  message  from  the  Council,  in  answer 
message,  be  drawn  up,  which  was  accord- 
hese  words,  viz : 


is  to  their  attending  you,  agreeable  to  your 
>w  delivered  by  Mr.  Derrickson,  beg  leave 
lorable  House  that  an  additional  proposal, 
3  forenoon  in  answer  to  yours  of  yesterday, 
g  in  nomination  persons  qualified  for  trie 
eral  for  this  State,  appears  to  be  rejected, 
are  desirous  to  know,  before  they  attend 
,  the  reason  inducing  your  House  to  reject 

same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
lowes, 

i,  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

r, 

the  distilling  of  whiskey  or  other  spirits 
read  the  second  time  and  deferred  for  con- 


>rrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  A.  M.(  January  15th, 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  y 
and  also  Mr.  Read. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  c 
to  the  Chair  the  following  verbal  message  from  the  Hous 
sembly  to  the  Council,  viz  : 

4  *  Gentlemen  : 

"The  House  of  Assembly  are  at  a  loss  to  know  thi 
"  which  induced  the  Council  to  conclude  they  had  reje 
"  proposition  of  your  honorable  House  for  putting  in 
"tion,  this  afternoon,  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as 
11  General,  no  such  thing  being  contained  in  the  verbal 
"of  the  Assembly.  As  the  Council  gave  no  reason  fo 
"  ing  the  mode  of  appointing  a  Clothier- General  adopte 
"Assembly,  this  House  apprehended  the  Council  woul< 
"suddenly  request  the  reasons  why  this  House  disagree 
"afofesaid  proposition  of  the  Council.  The  Assembly 
"  reject  the  same  proposition,  but,  for  want  of  sufficient 
"consideration  of  that  business,  had  come  to  no  deter 
"thereon,  which  induced  this  House  to  take  no  notic< 
"part  of  the  Council's  message.  But  this  House,  still 
1 '  to  forward  the  public  business,  are  ready  to  receive  the 
"  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Dele 
"  Congress,  and  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Comm 
"and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent 

"Dover,  January  14,  1779.' ' 

Mr.  Read,  in  his  place,  made  his  excuse  for  non -attcn 
an  earlier  day,  which  was  admitted. 

On  motion, 

fteso/ved,  That  a  message  from  the  Council,  in  answi 
foregoing  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  be  di 
which  was  accordingly  done,  read  and  agreed  to,  and  f< 
these  words,  viz  : 
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king  any  notice,  in  their  verbal  message 
d  by  Mr.  Derrickson,  of  the  proposition 
in  their  preceding  message,  delivered  by 
nomination  a  person  to  be  balloted  for  as 
lis  State,  at  the  time  proposed  for  noniinat* 
loted  for  as  Delegates  to  Congress  and  a 
>mmon  Pleas  and  Orphans*  Courts  of  Kent 
Council  to  suppose  their  proposition  re- 
apprehend  the  House  of  Assembly  would 
the  opportunity  of  doing  that  at  one  rneet- 
»  which  will  require  another  meeting ,  and, 
ime  perhaps  unnecessarily. 

ndueed  to  dissent  to  your  resolve  for  the 
loth  ier- General,  for  that  it  is  an  office  of 
profit,  or  at  least  some  salary  must  be  al- 
to be  performed  by  him,  and  as  such  he 
n  the  manner  that  all  other  officers  of  the 
instances,  heretofore  have  been,  as  appears 
ns  of  the  two  Houses  on  their  respective 
le  Council  are  not  so  tenacious  as  to  the 
Ltion  of  persons  for  a  Clothier- General  shall 
F  Assembly  wish  to  have  it  postponed,  and 
s  to  be  now  made,  the  Council  will  meet 
purpose. 

same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
Janing. 

ber  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empower- 
jth  Houses  to  draw  for  seven  hundred  and 
est,  in  favor  of  Vincent  Loockerman. 

ler,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  the 

!  same  was  read  the  second  time,  concurred 
ds,  viz : 

f '  In  the  House  of  Assembly. 
ts  Friday,  A,  M.,  January  15th,  1779. 
before  the  House  a  certificate  to  Vincent 
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"  Loockerman  of  the  loan  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  j> 
'  'this  State,  given  by  the  Honorable  George  Read,  E 
"Vice-President  thereof,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  Decerr 
"thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  in  purs 
"joint  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  said 
"  Loockerman  requesting  the  payment  oi  the  same,  wit 
4 '  terest  thereof, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  r 
"  Assembly  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  fav 
"said  Vincent  Loockerman  for  the  said  sum  of  seven 
"and  fifty  pounds,  with  the  interest  for  the  same,  at  th< 
"six  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  said  sixteenth  da^ 
"cember,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  ~sev< 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  same  to  the  \ 
Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M 


Eodem  Die, 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Baning  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  severs 
committed  to  him  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Bryan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  at 
ered  the  following  message  from  the  House  of  Assembl 
Council,  viz  : 

"  Gentlemen  : 

"The  reasons  assigned  by  your  honorable  House  for  i 
"the  appointment  of  a  Clothier- General  for  this  State,  1 
"the  Assembly,  are  satisfactory.  As  this  House  had  i 
"object  in  view  by  that  appointment  than  the  public 
"therefore  readily  agree  to  receive  your  House  in  the  A 
"Room  forthwith,  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be 
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d  Congress,  a  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common 
sT  Courts  of  Kent  County,  and  a  Clotbier- 
ite." 

*able  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  to 
,  and  there  met  the  House  of  Assembly,  to 
rsons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  Con- 
t  of  the  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts 
I  a  Clothier- General  for  this  State, 


r.  Patterson,  Mr.  Ridgely,  and  Mr.  Kollock 
arait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and 
General  Assembly  are  now  met  in  the  As- 
it  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for 
he  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  of 
>  know  whether  his  Excellency  would  wish 
ation. 

*ine  returned,  reported  that  they  had  waited 
1  the  message  committed  to  them,  agreeable 
he  declined  attending  the  nomination,  but 
the  balloting. 

Assembly  proceeded  to  put  in  nomination 
>e  names  were  taken  down  for  the  considera- 
of  both  Houses. 

i  that  the  General  Assembly  now  separate, 
"clock  on  Monday  afternoon,  in  the  Council 
Delegates  to  Congress,  a  Chief  Justice  of 
and  Orphans7  Courts  of  Kent  County,  and 
)r  the  State,  out  of  the  persons  now  put  in 
lid  offices.     Then  the  Council  withdrew. 

d  for  leave  of  absence  till  three  o'clock  on 
jxt,  which  was  granted. 

narrow  morning,  10  o'clock, 
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Saturday,  January  i6th, 
the  same  membet 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  y< 
except  Mr.  Clowes. 


Monday,  P.  Mm  January  18th, 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  y< 
and  also  Mr.  Clowes. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  and  Mr.  Hyatt  be  a  comi 
wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and  acquaint  them  that  tl 
cil  are  now  sitting  and  are  ready  to  receive  them,  in  the 
Chamber,  to  ballot  for  Delegates  to  Congress,  a  Chief  Ji 
the  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  of  Kent  Count 
Clothier-General  for  the  State, 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  hi 
ered  the  above  message  according  to  order,  and  that  th 
of  Assembly  said  they  would  attend  the  Council  immedi 

The  Council  and  Assembly  being  met  in  the  Council  f 
ballot  for  Delegates  to  Congress,  a  Chief  Justice  of  the  < 
Pleas  and  Orphans*  Courts  of  Kent  County,  and  a  < 
General  for  the  State,  according  to  the  order  of  Fri< 
proceeded  to  the  ballot  for  Delegates  to  Congress,  whi 
taken  down,  it  appeared  that  John  Dickinson,  Nicho 
dyke,  and  Thomas  McKean,  Esquires,  had  a  majority  1 
and  are  declared  duly  elected  Delegates  from  this  State 
gress  for  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes,  Mr.  Bryan,  and  Doctor 
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tit  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  to 
General  Assembly  are  now  met  in  the  Council 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  and  Or- 
it  County,  and  request  his  attendance,  if  he 

orted  the  delivery  of  the  above  message  ac- 
?n  his  Excellency  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to 
it  on  the  General  Assembly  immediately* 

tided,  and  proceeded  with  the  General  As- 
a  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  and 
Kent  County,  and  the  box  containing  the 
ed,  it  appeared  that  John  Clark,  Esquire, 
lee  ted  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas 
of  Kent  County.    Then  the  President  with- 

nbly  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Clothier 
e>  and  the  ballot  being  taken  down,  it  ap- 
C  rag  head,  EsqV,  was  declared  duly  elected 
this  State, 


e  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  inform  John 
5  appointment  to  the  office  of  Chief  Justice 
1  and  Orphans1  Courts  of  Kent  County,  and 
>rthwith  whether  he  will  accept  of  the  said 


I  that  the  General  Assembly  now  separate* 
tssembly  withdrew,  and  the  Council  adjourn - 
rning,  10  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  January  19th, 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yei 

Mr.   Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  petition  from  sund 
officers  of  this  State,  praying  an  increase  of  the  fees  ann 
their  respective  offices,  which,  by  order,  was  read,  and 
to  be  referred  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consid 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amendments  p: 
by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  their  amendments  to  the 
prevent  frauds  and  abuses  in  the  Quartermaster's  and  C 
sary's  Departments,  and  acceded  generally  thereto. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appo 
of  committees  for  settling  the  Loan  Office  accounts  were  1 
second  time  and  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly 
"  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  January  13, 

"  Whereas  the  committees  appointed  by  the  late 
"  Assembly  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the 
"Loan  Offices  for  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and  Kei 
1  '  not  proceeded  in  that  business  ;  therefore 

"Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  persons  in  eac 
"said  counties  be  appointed  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accc 
"the  said  offices  in  the  counties  aforesaid  respectively,  1 
"  hereby  directed  to  settle  and  adjust  the  said  accounts  fi 
"time  of  the  settlement  made  by  Messrs.  McKinly,  Re 
"  len,  Haslet,  and  Robinson,  a  committee  of  Assembly 
"purpose,  and  make  report  thereof  to  the  General  Asse 
"this  State  at  their  next  meeting, 

"The  members  chosen,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  f 
"Castle  County,   are  Messrs.   Alexander  Porter  and    T 
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County,  Messrs.  William  Killen  and  John 

Simon  Kollock  and  Joseph  Hall,  Esquires, 
the  County  of  Sussex  to  settle  and  adjust 
General  Loan  Office  for  the  said  county  for 

le  committees  respectively  be  directed  to 
noney  in  specie  and  paper  which  are  in  the 

:  Council,  on  their  part,  have  nominated 
to  join  the  said  committees  of  the  House 
For  New  Castle  County,  John  Thompson, 
>unty,  Eleazar  M.  Comb,  Gentleman ;  and 
hn  Clowes,  Esquire. 

00k  into  consideration  the  bill  to  prevent 
ay  from  any  kind  of  grain,  &c,  and  some 
posed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
»  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration 
ther  with  the  said  bill. 

Drrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  January  20th,  1779. 
Present  all  the  members. 

he  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
e  an  account  of  expenditures  by  this  State 
,  were  read  the  second  time,  and  an  amend- 
r  way  of  addition  to  the  first  resolution. 

same  be  transcribed  and  sent  therewith  to 
>ly  for  their  concurrence  by  Mr.  Patterson, 
to  return  to  that  House  the  bill  to  prevent 
;y,  &c. ,  with  amendments  proposed  thereto 
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by  the  Council ;  the  petition  of  Isaac  Carty  and  Edws 
against  the  same  bill ;  the  letter  from  the  Governor  of  M 
inclosing  a  bill  against  distilling  whiskey,  and  a  lettei 
committee  of  Congress ;  and  also  the  bill  to  prevent  an< 
frauds  and  abuses  in  the  Quartermaster's  and  Commissa 
partments,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  that  Hoiu 
Council's  amendments  to  the  same  bill,  acceded  to  by  tl 
cil ;  and  the  petition  for  an  increase  of  the  wages  of  waj 
and  also  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
pointment  of  committees  for  settling  the  Loan  Office  b 
with  the  concurrence  and  appointment  of  the  Council 
and,  lastly,  the  petition  from  sundry  civil  officers  for,  an 
of  their  fees. 

Mr.  Patterson,  being  returned,  reported  the  deliver 
several  foregoing  papers  according  to  order. 

On  motion, 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  resolutior 
House  of  Assembly  to  make  provision  for  the  office 
Delaware  Regiment,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein  1 
was  postponed  till  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M 


Eodem  Die, 

The  Council  met. 

Doctor  Hall,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  a 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  of  that  House  for  the 
ment  of  a  committee  to  state  an  account  of  expenditure* 
State  for  the  Continent,  &c,  with  the  amendments  ] 
thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Al 
whereupon  the  said  resolutions,  as  amended  and  agreed 
read,  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


)ELAWARE  STATE,   I  779. 


367 


"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
/ednesday,  P.  M.,  January  13th,  1779. 

mmittee  of  the  General  Assembly  hereto- 
tating  an  account  of  expenditures  by  this 
half  of  the  United  States,  &c,  have  not 
ty  assigned  them  ;  therefore 

sssrs.  Robert  Bryan,  John  Cook,  and  Wil- 
imittee  to  settle  an  account  of  the  monies 
ite,  or  upon  the  credit  thereof,  for  recruit- 
jgiment  in  the  three  last  campaigns,  and  of 
he  same,  and  to  state  an  account  of  expen- 
for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and 
ount  of  all  monies,  provisions,  and  other 
ive  been  supplied  by  and  on  behalf  of  this 
aken  by  the  United  States,  or  this  State, 
of  the  war,  and  of  which  accounts  have 
ismitted  to  Congress,  agreeable  to  a  reso- 
f  the  26th  of  February  last ;  and  that  the 
mpowered  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and 
;port  of  their  proceedings  to  the  General 
jxt  sitting. 

1  reasonable  expenses  to  be  incurred  by  the 
s  execution  of  the  business  hereby  assigned 
this  State,  and  that  an  adequate  allowance 
ir  time  and  trouble  in  that  service. ' ' 

Conwell  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
1  by  the  Council. 

elivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

sumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
ly  to  make  provision  for  the  officers  of  the 
nd  proposed  and  agreed  to  sundry  amend- 
ich  were  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent 
e  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence  by  Mr. 
e  petition  from  the  officers  of  the  Delaware 


>rrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M,,  January  2istf 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yi 

Mr.  Polk  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  pap* 
him  in  charge,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
livered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  to  make  provisior 
officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  with  the  a  mend  me 
posed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  o: 
bly  and  made  therein;  whereupon  the  said  resolutions  w 
concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  Speakei 
are  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of  Assemei 
"  Monday,  P,  M.,  December  7, 

"Whereas  the  unexpected  and  exorbitant  prices  whi 
1 '  article  of  clothing  hath  arisen  to,  render  the  pay  of  th 
"of  the  Delaware  Regiment  in  the  service  of  the  Unit* 
"insufficient  to  support  their  rank;  therefore,  for  thei 
"provision, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Clothier- General  of  this  State  1 
"provide  and  deliver  to  each  field  officer,  captain,  lie 
"and  ensign,  the  surgeon  and  surgeon's  mate,  in  the  s 
4 '  ment,  one  suit  of  clothes,  to  consist  of  a  coat,  walstc 
' '  a  pair  of  breeches,  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  eighty  pound; 
"election  of  such  officer,  in  consideration  of  his  past  set 

" Re solved \  That  the  said  Clothier -Genera)  do  purd 
"provide  for  every  of  the  said  officers  the  following  do 
"wit:  One  coat,  two  waistcoats,  two  pairs  of  breeches,  fiy 
"four  pair  of  stockings,  and  three  pairs  of  shoes,  for  the 
"year,  at  any  Continental  or  State  store,  or  elsewhei 
"disposed  of  to  said  officers,  on  application,  thev  pa 
"said  clothing,  as  near  as  can  be  computed ,  the  prices 
'  *  would  have  cost  at  the  time  die  said  officers*  pay  was  st 
"the  balance  on  all  such  clothing  to  be  charged  to  this  S 
'  '  the  General  Assembly  will  provide  for  the  payment  th« 
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e  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of 

nth  draw  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the 

id  five  hundred  pounds  in  favor  of  the 

enable  him  to  comply  with  the  first  re- 


bnathan  Robinson  and  Nicholas  Way,  of 
e,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  As- 
ie  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  on 
>r  the  monies  due  thereon,  were  severally 
ind  deferred  for  consideration  till  the  after- 

ock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

ind  took  into  consideration  the  resolution 
Lkers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  on  the 
:  monies  due  on  the  certificates  of  Jonathan 
s  Way,  and  several  amendments  were  pro- 
md  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
ites  and  resolution,  with  the  transcribed 
concurrence ;  and  also  the  resolutions  to 
s  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  con- 
cil. 

eturned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above 
der. 

rhom  were  referred  the  Articles  of  Confed- 
Union,  &c. ,  now  delivered  in  their  report 


r,  the  foregoing  report  was  read  the  first 
>rrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  A,  M.,  January  22d, 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  ye 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  d 
to  the  Chair  the  resolution  empowering  the  Speakers  of 
Houses  to  draw  for  the  monies  due  to  Jonathan  Robfr 
certificates,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  th 
cil  generally  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Whereupon  the  Council,  taking  into  consideration  th 
amendments,  receded  therefrom  and  concurred  in  the  res 
which  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly 
"Thursday,  P.  M,  December  3, 

' '  On  motion, 

'  'Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  rec< 
"the  Convention  of  this  State  from  Mn  Jonathan  Robir 
"twenty-first  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  1 
"and  seventy -six,  and  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  1 
'  *  from  Mr.  Nicholas  Way  the  same  day,  the  certificate 
"  is  assigned  to  the  said  Robinson,  together  with  the  legal 
"of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  be  paid  to  the  said  Jonath: 
"  inson,  and  that  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  Houst 
"  sembly  be  empowered  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  T. 
"  in  favor  of  the  said  Jonathan  Robinson  for  that  purpose 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  to  the  House  of  A 
the  above-mentioned  certificates  and  resolution,  with  the 
rence  of  the  Council  thereto. 

Mr.  Baning  reported  that  he  had  returned  the  same 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  order. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  t 
cles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union,  &c,  was,  b 
read  the  second  time  and  postponed  for  consideration 
afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

id  took  into  consideration  the  preceding  re- 
tee,  and  after  some  time  was  spent  therein 
ion  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

er  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
suppressing  vice  and  immorality,  which,  by 
rst  time. 

torrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  January  23d,  1779. 
Present  all  the  members, 
lock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


ig  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
le  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual 
the  following  resolutions  thereon  : 

s  State  think  it  necessary,  for  the  peace  and 
>  be  included  in  the  Union,  that  a  moderate 
Id  be  assigned  for  such  of  those  States  as 
pi  or  South  Sea,  and  that  the  United  States, 
id,  should  and  ought  to  have  the  power  of 
imits. 
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Resolved  also,  That  this  State  consider  themselves  jus 
tied  to  a  right,  in  common  with  the  other  members  of  th< 
to  that  extensive  tract  of  country  which  lies  to  the  west 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  the  property  of  which 
vested  in  or  granted  to  individuals  at  the  commencemer 
present  war ;  that  the  same  hath  been  or  may  hereafter  b 
from  the  King  of  Great  Britain  or  the  native  Indians  by  ti 
and  treasure  of  all,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  a  commoi 
to  be  granted  out  on  terms  beneficial  to  the  United  State 

Resolved  also,  That  the  courts  of  law  established  wil 
State  are  competent  for  the  purpose  of  determining  all 
versies  concerning  the  private  right  of  soil  claimed  wi 
same,  and  that  they  now,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  c 
have  cognizance  of  all  such  controversies  ;  that  the  indeti 
provision,  proposed  in  the  9th  Article  of  the  Confedera 
deciding  upon  controversies  that  may  arise  about  some 
private  rights  of  soil,  tends  to  take  away  such  cogniza 
is  contrary  to  the  Declaration  of  Rights  of  this  State,  an 
fore  ought  to  receive  an  alteration. 

The  Council  then,  taking  into  consideration  the  str< 
earnest  recommendations  of  Congress  forthwith  to  accec 
present  plan  of  Confederacy,  and  the  probable  disadvants 
may  attend  the  further  delaying  a  ratification  thereof, 

Resolved,  That,  notwithstanding  the  terms  of  the  Ar 
Confederation  aforesaid  are  considered  as  in  divers  resj 
equal  and  disadvantageous  to  this  State ,  and  the  objectio 
report  of  the  committee  of  this  House  and  the  resolv 
thereon  are  viewed  as  just  and  reasonable  and  of  great 
to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  good  people  ther 
under  the  full  conviction  of  the  present  necessity  of  ace 
the  Confederacy  proposed,  and  in  firm  reliance  that  thi 
and  justice  of  the  several  States  will  in  due  time  remov 
as  possible,  the  objectionable  parts  thereof,  the  Deleg 
pointed  to  represent  this  State  m  Congress,  or  any  one 
of  them,  be  authorized,  empowered  and  directed,  on  t 
this  State,  to  subscribe  and  ratify  the  said  Articles  of 
eration  and  Perpetual  Union  between  the  several  States 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Pr 
Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Penn: 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  < 
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t  the  said  articles,  when  so  subscribed  and 
obligatory  on  this  State. 

ave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  empower 
State  to  ratify  the  said  articles.  A  bill  for 
d  on  the  table,  was,  by  order,  read  the  first 

the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and 


.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 

Articles  of  Confederation  and  the  report 

ereon,    the  preceding  resolutions  and  bill 

nformed  the  Council  that  he  had  received 
Dlark,  Esquire,  to  the  notification  directed 
rs  of  the  two  Houses,  in  which  he  signified 
ipt  of  his  appointment  to  the  office  of  Chief 
i  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  of  Kent  County. 

day  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  January  25th,  1779. 

Present  all  the  members. 

eported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
according  to  the  oraer  of  Saturday. 

nber  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 

bill  for  raising  one  hundred  and  seventy 

the  Delaware  State,  for  the  service  of  the 

yen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  by  a  general 

also  delivered  a  supplementary  bill  to  the 

also  delivered  a  supplement  to  an  act  enti- 
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tied  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions  f 
State  beyond  the  seas  for  a  limited  time,"  and  also  a  bi 
relief  of  wounded  officers,  soldiers,  &c. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bills  were  sever 
the  first  time. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
sen  ted  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  President  to  the 
Assembly,  inclosing  a  letter  from  his  Excellency*  Gener; 
ington,  of  the  19th  inst. ;  another,  of  the  same  date,  fron 
Governieur  Morris  and  William  Whipple,  a  committee 
gress,  and  another  from  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Con- 
General  of  Purchases,  to  the  said  committee,  on  the  si 
engrossing. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  message  and  its  inclosi 
severally  read,  and  the  said  message  is  as  follows,  viz : 

'  '  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  - 

"Saturday  afternoon  I  received,  by  express,  a  letter 
"  Excellency,  General  Washington,  requesting  that  I  w< 
"the  Deputy  Quarter  authority  to  canton  Pulaskie's 
"within  this  State,  and  as  I  would  wish  the  General  J 
"to  take  order  in  this  matter,  have  directed  the  Secrets 
"  the  letter  before  you.  I  have  also  directed  him  to  1: 
"your  Honors  a  letter,  of  the  19th  instant,  from  the  0 
"of  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  engrossing,  with  a  c 
"letter  from  the  Commissary-Genera]  of  Purchases  to 
"that  head. 

"CjESAR  ROE 

"  Dover,  January  the  25th,  1779/' 
On  motion 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Clowes,  Read,  and  Bassett  b 
mittee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  quartering  1 
within  this  State. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  January  26th,  1779. 

Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

iointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
n  this  State,  now  delivered  one  at  the  table, 
read  the  first  time. 


r.  Clowes,  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr.  Bassett  be  a 
\  and  bring  in  a  bill  against  engrossing  and 
frain  and  forage. 

member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
l  memorial  from  the  members  of  the  Privy 
aid  of  the  Legislature  to  make  provision  for 
ed  during  their  attendance  on  the  duties  of 
solution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empow- 
f  both  Houses  to  draw  for  divers  sums  of 
e  members  of  the  Privy  Council  and  Secre- 
owing  verbal  message,  viz  : 


in  Clark,  Esquire,  the  second  Justice  of  the 
Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  in  the  County  of 
rant  by  his  appointment  to  and  acceptance  of 
ustice  of  those  Courts,  and  it  is  necessary  to 
lis  House  therefore  propose  to  your  honor- 
t  the  Council,  at  such  time  and  place  as  you 
e  purpose  of  putting  into  nomination  proper 
oted  for  as  second  Justice  in  said  Courts, 
nform  the  honorable  the  Council  that  they 
>n  Saturday  next,  for  this  present  sitting,  to 

ler,  the  foregoing  memorial  and  resolution 
1  severally  read  the  first  time. 

er, 

ilief  of  wounded  officers  and  soldiers,  &c. , 
time,  and  thereupon 
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Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to 
said  bill  into  consideration,  and  report  thereon  to-mom 
ing. 

The  gentlemen  chosen  :  Mr,  Patterson  and  Mr.  Polk, 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill,  by  way  of  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  '  *  A 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this  State  be 
seas  for  a  limited  time,"  was  read  the  second  time  and 
for  consideration. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousan 
for  the  year  1779,  by  general  tax,  was  read  the  second  t 
thereupon 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
said  bill  into  consideration,  and  report  their  objectior 
same. 

The  gentlemen  chosen :  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Read,  and  1 
well. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock* 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  January  27, 

The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  quartering  of  troops  within  this  State 
the  second  time  and  passed  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  deliver  the  foregoing   bil 
House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurre 

Mr.  Hyatt  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

Digitized  by  LrOOQ  LC 


DELAWARE  STATE,   I  779. 


377 


a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
ir  a  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  and  allow  - 
>f  the  Supreme  Court,  which ,  by  order,  was 

:Iock,  P*  M, 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

nd,  some  of  the  members  attending  on  com- 
l  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  January  28t  1779. 

Present  all  the  members. 

whom  the  bill  for  raising  one  hundred  and 
liars  by  a  general  tax  was  referred,  now 
at  the  table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  and 
I  the  afternoon, 

Jock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P,  M. 

id  took  into  consideration  the  foregoing  bill 
some  time  spent  therein  the  further  consid- 
tponed  till  to-morrow, 

member  of  Assembly,    was  admitted  and 

the  resolutions  of  Council  empowering  the 

his  State  in  Congress  to  ratify  the  Articles 

ether  with  the  bill  for  the  ratification  of  the 
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said  articles,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  thereon ,  s 
concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill 
quartering  of  troops  within  this  State,  with  a  paper  of 
ments  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  repoi 
Committee  for  Public  Accounts,  with  a  list  of  vouchers. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  for  the  ratification  of  the  Art 
Confederation  be  engrossed. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amendments  p 
by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for  the  quartering  of 
&c,  and  proposed  and  agreed  to  some  amendments  to  1 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  which  were  ord 
be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  deliver  the  said  bill,  and  the 
papers  of  amendments,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


The  Council  met. 


Fridav,  A,  M,,  January  29, 
Present  all  the  members. 


Mr.  Polk  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  pap* 
mitted  to  his  charge,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday 

Doctor  Hall,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  an 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  to  prohibit,  for  a  limited  time, 
tilling  of  whiskey  and  other  spirits  from  wheat,  8t&  ; 
bill  to  prevent  and  punish  the  frauds  and  abuses  in  the  ( 
master  s  and  Commissary's  Departments  ;  and  also  thi 
appoint  commissioners  to  hear  and  determine  the  claim, 
officers  and  soldiers  of' the  Whig  Battalion,  Sc„  resp 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  togetl 
their  original  draughts  and  amendments,  in  order  to  be  cc 
and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 
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also  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the 
§fcc. ,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto 
tnbly  and  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
nendments,  two  of  which  the  House  of  As- 
id  rejected  the  two  remaining  amendments 


ook  into  consideration  the  verbal  message 
mbly  of  the  26th  instant,  and  thereupon  the 
eto  was  drawn  up  and  agreed  toT  viz  : 


1  to  your  proposal  of  putting  into  nomina- 
to  be  balloted  for  as  second  Justice  of  the 
teas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of 
your  honorable  House,  if  agreeable,  in  the 
four  o'clock  this  afternoon,  for  the  purpose 


Baning  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 


x>k  into  consideration  such  of  their  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
uarteri ng  of  troops,  &c. ,  as  were  rejected 
embly,  and  thereupon  a  message  from  the 
of  Assembly,  stating  the  reasons  of  Council 
mendments  so  rejected,  was  drawn  up  at  the 
1  to,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 


'econsidered  the  two  last  amendments  pro- 
to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House 
II  for  the  quartering  of  soldiers,  returned  as 
se,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  third  amend- 
ne,  for  that  no  person  but  a  Justice  can  billet 
he  bill,  therefore  the  expressions  l+or  if  the 
MH  be  a  Justice/1  in  the  6th  and  7th  line  of 
t,  are  improper,  as  they  imply  a  power  of 
1  a  Justice  or  Justices;  but,  by  adding  the 
ur  amendment,  those  expressions  will  have 
e  to  the  billeting  authorised  by  the  third 
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section  of  the  bill,  and  for  the9e  reasons  the  Council  are 
to  adhere  to  their  third  amendment  aforesaid. 

The  Council,  by  their  fourth  amendment,  intended  et 
to  exclude  Quartermasters  and  their  deputies  from  e: 
the  power  of  quartering,  which  they  were  doubtful  migh 
strict  military  speech,  be  considered  to  be  included  in  I 
military  officers  ;  but  if  the  House  of  Assembly  shall  be 
ion,  after  knowing  our  reasons  for  the  fourth  amendmi 
the  same  is  unnecessary,  and  that  their  constituents  may 
secured  against  the  exertion  of  a  dangerous  power  by 
the  staff  of  the  army,  the  Council  will  recede  from  the  sa: 
amendment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  the  said  message 
House  of  Assembly,  together  with  the  bill  for  the  quart 
soldiers,  &c. ,  and  its  several  papers  of  amendments. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EODEM  DlEt 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Baning  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  severa 
given  him  in  charge,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  acco 
order. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
turned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  quartering  of  troc 
and  its  amendments,  with  the  following  verbal  message, 

'  *  Gentlemen  : 

1 '  This  House  having  taken  into  consideration  the  reas 
"tained  in  your  message  for  adhering  to  the  amendme 
"posed  by  your  honoraole  House  to  the  amendments  of 
"the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for  quartering  of 
"do  not  consider  them  satisfactory,  The  Assembly,  tl 
"propose,  as  the  most  expeditious  manner  of  termina 
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1  respecting  the  said  amendments,  the  ap- 
ittees  by  both  Houses  to  confer  thereon, 
appoint  Messrs.  Ridgely,  Hall,  and  Joshua 
1  on  the  part  of  this  House,  who  will  forth- 
tee  of  your  honorable  House  for  that  pur- 
position  be  concurred  in  by  the  Council." 


ssrs.  Read  and  Conwell  be  a  committee,  on 
cil,  to  meet  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
1  the  subject  matter  of  the  several  amend- 
ch  House  to  the  bill  for  the  quartering  of 

uncil  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
dollars,  &c,  and  the  committee's  report 
amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  further 
roposed,  the  further  consideration  is  post- 


er, 

sssing  vice  and  immorality  was  read  the 
not  pass,  and,  on  motion,  leave  was  given 
way  of  supplement  to  several  acts  of  As- 
ession  of  vice  and  immorality.  A  bill  for 
d  on  the  table  was,  by  order,  read  the  first 


e  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  de- 
n  till  to-morrow  morning. 

orrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.p  January  30th, 
The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
wounded  officers  and  soldiers,  &c, ,  now  brought  in  theij 

Mr.  Cook,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  c 
to  the  Chair  a  bond  (or  obligation)  of  John  Jones,  Esq 
Delaware  State  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  witr 
lution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the  Pre: 
receive  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  from  Mr.  J 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assen 
inform  them  that  the  Council  have  acceded  to  their  pro] 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  Council  to  meet  a  cc 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  confer  on  the  subject  matt- 
several  amendments  proposed  by  each  House  to  the  btl 
quartering  of  soldiers. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waite 
House  of  Assembly  with  the  said  message,  according  to 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die, 

The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  report  of  the  committee  to  w 
referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  wounded  officers  and 
&c,  was  read  the  first  time  and  recommitted  to  the  sat 
mittee,  with  the  addition  of  Mr.  Read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committe 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amend 
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ing  of  soldiers,  now  delivered  their  report 
order,  was  read  and  agreed  to, 

aid  bill  be  engrossed, 

ricil  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ndred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars,  &c.T 
ts  were  proposed  and  agreed  to  and  order- 
said  bill  and  transcribed  amendments  be 
\ssembly,  for  their  consideration  and  con- 
es. 

d,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 


&mber  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
tlonel  Pope's  account  against  the  Delaware 
and  its  vouchers,  with  a  resolution  of  the 
'  the  payment  of  cloth  seized  and  taken  by 
se  of  the  Delaware  Regiment. 

r, 

&1  John  Jones  to  the  Delaware  State  in  the 
rounds,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
rt  the  President  to  receive  the  said  sum  of 
from  Mr.  Jones,  were  read  the  first  time. 

!  said  resolution  was  read  the  second  time, 
s  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Con  well  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
I  resolution  and  transcribed  amendments. 

>rrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Sundav,  January  31st 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  Committee  for  Public  Accounts  was 
deferred  for  consideration  until  to-morrow. 


Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  February  tst 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  repo 
Committee  for  Public  Accounts,  and  having  partially  p 
therein,  the  same  was  further  postponed  until  to*morrou 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die, 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  sever 
committed  to  him  according  to  the  order  of  Saturday  la 

The  bill  for  the  ratification  of  the  Articles  of  the  Con! 
by  the  Delaware  State,  and  the  bill  for  the  quartering  oi 
being  engrossed,  were  read  and  compared  and  order 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  ;  which  was  don^ 
ingly. 
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to  prohibit,  for  a  limited  time,  the  distilling 
it,  rye,  or  any  other  sort  of  grain,  or  from 
e  bill  to  prevent  and  punish  the  frauds  and 
rm  aster's  and  Commissary's  Departments, 
>point  commissioners  to  hear  and  determine 
ers  and  soldiers  of  the  Whig  Battalion,  sta- 
1  Dover,  being  respectively  signed  by  the 
.e  of  Assembly t  were  read,  compared  and 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which  was 


;  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
l  State  to  the  following  laws,  passed  at  this 

mibit,  for  a  limited  time,  the  distilling  of 
rye,  or  any  other  sort  of  grain,  or  from  any 

ent  and  punish  the  frauds  and  abuses  in  the 
Commissary's  Departments,  and  for  ascer- 
jressed  teams  and  their  drivers  \ 

oint  commissioners  to  hear  and  determine 
ers  and  soldiers  of  the  Whig  Battalion,  sta- 
Dover,  in  this  State  ; 

ratification  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation 


quartering  of  soldiers. 

Polk  deliver  the  said  bills  to  the  House  of 
y  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  to- 
tion  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same, 

irned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accord  - 

ed  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  by  way  of 
treral  acts  of  Assembly  for  the  suppression 
v,  and  the  same  passed  the  Council. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  deliver  the  same  to  the 
Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  ordf 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  tl 
of  the  Supreme  Court  was  read  a  second  time  and  de 
consideration  till  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill,  by  way  of  supplement  to  the  act  of  pardon, 
the  second  time. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitte 
livered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  President  to  th 
Assembly,  inclosing  a  letter  from  the  President  of  Co 
the  22d  ultimo,  and  several  acts  of  Congress  on  the  \ 
Finance,  of  October  8th  and  November  19th,  1778,  am 
1,  2,  5,  13  and  14,  1779. 

• 

The  same  member  also  returned  to  the  Chair  the  boi 
Jones,  Esquire,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
founded  thereon,  with  the  amendments  proposed  there 
Council  agreed  to  by  the  Assembly,  and  a  resolutic 
House,  with  the  said  amendment  inserted  therein,  din 
President  to  receive  the  monies  due  on  the  said  bond* 

The  same  member  also  returned  the  resolution  of  tl 
for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  laws  therein  mentk 
curred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  si 
tary  act  to  the  act  for  keeping  in  repair  the  banks  of  F 
and  Bosnian's  Creek  Marshes,  &c,  signed  by  the  Spea 
Assembly,  with  a  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  1 
bill. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  supplementary 
act  for  keeping  in  good  repair  the  bridge  and  causej 
Broadkiln,  in  Sussex  County. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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'  act  to  the  act  for  keeping  in  repair  the 
Hook  and  Bosnian's  Creek  Marshes,  was 
igned  by  the  Speaker. 


er, 


ie  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great 
le  foregoing  bill,  was  read  and  concurred  in 


r  act  to  the  act  for  keeping  in  good  repair 
»y  over  the  Broadkiln,  in  Sussex  County, 

into  consideration  the  memorial  of  George 
itimer,  Esquires,  two  of  the  members  of  the 
State,  requesting  leave  to  resign  their  seats 
ippearing  by  the  minutes  of  this  House  that 
,  Esq'r,  and  the  said  George  Latimer  were 
Duncil,  Mr.  Latimer's  resignation  is  accept- 
n  proceeded  to  supply  Mr.  Latimer's  place 
by  ballot,  when  the  box  containing  the  bal- 
3y  the  Speaker,  Eleazer  McComb,  of  Kent 
having  eight  ballots  of  the  nine  put  into  the 
*d  a  Privy  Councillor. 

d  for  leave  of  absence,  which  is  granted. 

Bassett  for  a  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days, 

ioitow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  A.  MM  February  2dt 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members,  except 
Conwell  and  Bassett. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  an 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assemblj 
ing  Samuel  Patterson,  Esquire,  State  Treasurer,  to  pa] 
Continental  Congress  this  Stated  quota  of  the  Contme 
for  the  year  1778,  amounting  to  sixty  thousand  dollars, 
following  verbal  message,  viz : 

"Gentlemen: 

"The  House  of  Assembly  have  resolved  to  adjourn  thi 
* '  some  future  day. ' ' 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P,  M, 




Eodem  Die, 

The  Council  met  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  t 
mittee's  report  on  the  Public  Accounts,  and  proposed  an( 
to  sundry  amendments. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  recommitted  the  bill 
relief  of  wounded  officers,  soldiers,  &c,  now  reported, 
opinion,  that  the  same  be  rejected  and  a  new  one  framed 
thereof.     A  bill  for  this  purpose  being  laid  on  the  table, 
order,  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Kollock,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  ar 
ered  at  the  Chair  the  bill  for  raising  one  hundred  and  nine 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1779,  by  a 
tax,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  I 
with  the  original  bill,  the  committee's  report  thereon, 
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i  by  the  Council  thereto,  in  order  to  be 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  with  a  res- 
e  Great  Seal  thereto. 

Polk  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
tee  on  the  Public  Accounts,  and  the  paper 
sed  thereto  by  the  Council  for  their  concur- 

accounts  and  vouchers. 

urned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
rith  the  above  papers,  according  to  order. 

into  consideration  the  verbal  message  from 
ly,  delivered  in  the  forenoon,  and  thereupn 

nessage,  in  answer  to  the  same,  be  drawn 
1  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows, 


opinion  that  some  of  the  business  now  be- 
they  deem  necessary  on  the  part  of  your 
cannot  be  completed  in  the  short  time  your 
re  limited  for  their  sitting  by  their  verbal 
d.  The  Council  beg  leave  to  remind  you 
or  or  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  the 
State  to  Congress  have  been  as  yet  sent  to 
been  done  on  the  resolutions  of  Congress, 
[h  your  House  late  last  evening,  and  if  time 
businesses  they  will  be  left  undone.  We 
[uty  thus  to  shew  our  opinion  of  the  conse- 
xsue  from  the  adjournment  of  your  House 
mit  the  same  to  your  consideration. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Council. 

d,  *779- 

\  Clowes  deliver  the  said  message  to  the 

:d  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

er, 

the  House  of  Assembly  directing  Samuel 
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Patterson,  Esq.,  State  Treasurer,  to  pay  this  State's  quo 
Continental  tax  for  the  year  1778  to  the  Continental  C 
was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time 
agreed  to  ;  and  thereupon,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chie 
State  be  authorized  and  appointed  to  draw  orders  on 
Patterson,  Esq.,  State  Treasurer,  as  well  for  the  sixty  1 
dollars  raised  in  this  State  for  the  proportion  demanded 
gress  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven 
as  for  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  be 
the  State  for  its  proportion  demanded  by  Congress  for 
seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  when  the  same,  or  ai 
part  thereof,  shall  come  to  the  hands  of  the  State  Treasi 
direct  the  payment  of  the  said  sums  respectively  into  t 
sury  of  the  United  States,  and  there  placed  to  the  cred 
State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  deliver  the  same  to  the  Houi 
sembly  for  their  concurrence,  together  with  the  resolutic 
House  of  Assembly  disagreed  to  by  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  directing  the  President  to  receive  th< 
due  on  the  bond  of  John  Jones,  Esq.,  et  alM  was  read,  c 
in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assemi 
"  Monday,  P.  MM  February  1. 

"Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  an  obligation,  < 
"  1st  May,  1777,  for  one  thousand  pounds  from  John  Joi 
"  Dagworthy,  and  Levin  Derrick  son,  of  the  County  ol 
"Esquires,  to  this  State,  the  said  sum  being  a  loan 
"  State  to  the  said  John  Jones,  in  pursuance  of  divers  re 
"of  the  General  Assembly  in  February,  1777,  for  the  en 
"  ment  and  assistance  of  him  in  erecting  salt  works  in  tl 
"with  a  special  condition,  agreeable  to  the  purport  of 
"resolutions;  and  the  House  taking  the  same  into  consi 
"  and  it  appearing  that  no  supply  of  salt  for  the  use  of  t 
"made  and  manufactured  therein,  hath  been  obtained, 
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ir  hath  elapsed  since  the  date  of  the  bond 

be  recommended  to  the  President  or  Com- 
rthwith  to  take  necessary  and  effectual  mea- 
i  monies  payable  by  the  said  obligation  on 
:e  of  the  condition  thereof,  and  on  the  re- 

0  apply  them  to  the  payment  of  the  allow- 
ade  by  the  General  Assembly  to  the  Militia 

Polk  return  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the 
concurred  in  by  the  Council,  together  with 
the  original  resolution. 

er, 

i  the  members  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  the 
tse  of  Assembly  founded  thereon,  were  read 
an  amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  said 
>use  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence,  by 

1  member  of  Assembly ,  was  admitted  and 
lir  a  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly 
I,  by  order,  was  read,  and  follows  in  these 


ssembly  have  taken  your  message,  just  now 
sideration.  The  desire  they  have  to  com- 
isiness  which  at  this  time  appears  immedi- 
>e  concluded,  has  induced  them  to  postpone 
iu rnm en t  until  to-morrow  evening,  but  can- 
nger  ;  and  therefore  desire  that  all  possible 
ven  to  the  business  most  urgent.*' 

er, 

f  provision  for  the  relief  of  wounded  officers 
as  read  the  second  time,  and  passed  the 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  deliver  the  same  to  the  \ 
Assembly  for  their  concurrence,  and  return  the  bill  pro 
that  House  rejected  by  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  keeping  in  go 
the  bridge  and  causey  over  the  Broadkiln,  in  Sussex 
was  read  the  second  time  and  deferred  for  considerati 
morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning* 


Wednesday,  A.  M,,  February  3c 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  3 

Mr.  Polk  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  pa] 
in  charge  to  him,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  message  to  the  General  Assembly,  c 
instant,  and  its  inclosures,  were  severally  read,  and  the 
sage  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

1 '  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly ; 

"I  have  just  received,  by  express,  from  bis  Excel] 
"  President  of  Congress,  a  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  incl 
"divers  acts  of  that  honorable  body  on  the  subject  of 
1 '  which  I  have  ordered  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  you 
"for  your  perusal. 

-XjEsar  ro; 

"Dover,  February  1st,  1779/ ' 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  tr 
of  the  Supreme  Court  was  read  the  third  time  and  will 
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Baning  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 

by  the  Council. 

turned  the  consideration  of  the  supplement 
or  keeping  In  good  repair  the  bridge  and 
dkiln,  in  Sussex  County,  and  some  amend- 
dition  to  the  same,  were  proposed ,  agreed 
transcribed  and  sent  therewith  to  the  House 
r  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Patterson. 

sported  the  delivery  of  the  bill  to  increase 
ances  to  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court, 


i  bill  for  raising  one  hundred  and  ninety - 
s,  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 
venty-nine,  by  a  general  tax,  and  the  bill, 
t  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the 
■s  of  the  meadow,  marsh  and  cripple  on  the 
ma  Creek,  called  Fern  Hook  Marsh,  and 
*adow  on  the  south  side  of  the  same  creek, 
>k  Marsh,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  to 
sluices  in  repair,  and  to  raise  a  fund  to  de- 
reof/'  being  severally  read  and  compared, 
eaker  of  the  Council  and  returned,  by  Mr. 
use  of  Assembly,  together  with  the  resolu- 
>r  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  said  bills, 
icil. 

member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
he  memorial  from  the  members  of  the  Privy 
Lttion  founded  thereon, with  the  amendments 
the  Council  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 


also  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolution 
ig  the  President  to  draw  orders  on  the  State 
rmenf  of  the  sixty  thousand  dollars  and  one 
usand  dollars,  raised  and  to  be  raised  for  the 
seven  hundred  and  seventy -eight  and  one 
Ired  and  seventy -nine,  into  the  Continental 
endment  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of 


Digitized  by 


394 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


Assembly,  and  the  resolution  of  that  House  disagreed  I 
Council. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  P 
counts  and  vouchers,  the  report  of  the  committee  thei 
the  Council's  amendments  thereto,  in  part  agreed  U 
House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die, 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Patterson  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  sever 
committed  to  him  according  to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
tee  for  Public  Accounts  and  such  of  their  amendments  t 
were  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and,  on  t 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  appoint  a  committee  to  cc 
a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  1 
the  said  amendments,  and  Messrs,  Patterson  and  CI 
named  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  their  amendm 
posed  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  em 
the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  for  divers 
money  in  favor  of  the  members  of  the  Privy  Council, 
turned  as  rejected  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  ac 
the  same,  and,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  appoint  Messrs.  Parte] 
Clowes  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  1 
Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  amendme 
agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  adhered  t< 
Council,  and  thereupon  the  following  message  was  dra 
the  table,  and  read  and  agreed  to,  viz  : 
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£  taken  into  their  consideration  those  parts 
eneral  Committee  of  Accounts  to  which  they 
amendments,  and  since  disagreed  to  by  your 
wit :  the  allowance  of  sixty-one  pounds  five 
son,  for  rations,  and  the  allowance  of  forty 
itead  of  thirty  shillings,  to  John  Bullen,  as 
Jhig  Battalion  of  Kent  County,  do  still  ad- 
1  amendments  in  these  two  cases,  and  unless 
t  made  known  to  them,  shall  be  offered  to 
pinion,  must  continue  to  do  so. 

Iso  reconsidered  their  amendment  proposed 
the  26th  ultimo,  empowering;  the  Speakers 
draw  for  divers  sums  of  money  in  favor  of 
Privy  Council }  &cM  and  do  also  adhere  to 
willing  to  inform  and  be  informed  of  every 
ubjects  of  these  amendments,  do  propose  a 
ittees,  to  be  appointed  from  each  House, 
your  approbation  of  this  mode,  have  named 
I  Clowes  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  meet 
ly  be  appointed  by  you  forthwith. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Council. 

i  1779- 

.   Polk  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 


the  delivery  according  to  order. 

nto  their  consideration  their  resolution  em- 
;nt  to  draw  for  the  sixty  thousand  dollars 
d  fifty  thousand  dollars,  raised  and  to  be 
the  years  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy- 
hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  to  be  paid 
Treasury,  and  the  amendments  proposed 
of  Assembly*  to  insert  the  words  [Speakers 
louse  of  Assembly  be  directed],  instead  of 
t  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State  be 
nted],  and  the  amendment  being  agreed  to 
ition  was  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
Clowes,  for  concurrence. 
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Mr.  Cook,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  a< 
'An  act  for  keeping  in  good  repair  the  causey  and  br 
the  Broadkiln  Creek,  in  Sussex  County,  and  for  regu 
toll  for  passing  the  same/  M  and  also  the  bill  to  m< 
salaries  and  allowances  of  the  Justices  of  the  Suprer, 
severally  engrossed  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Assembly,  together  with  a  resolution  for  affixing  the  ( 
to  the  said  bills. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  foregoing  bills  were  severally  read,  compared,  an 
to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which  was 
cordingly. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  said 
read  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  return  to  the  House  of 
the  foregoing  bills,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speal 
Council,  and  also  the  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  £ 
to,  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  i 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  requesting 
dent  to  transmit  an  exemplified  copy  of  the  act  empoi 
Delegates  in  Congress  to  subscribe  die  Articles  of  Conf 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  res 
the  House  of  Assembly  in  favor  of  the  Clothier- Gen  en 
sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  to  enable  hi 
chase  a  quantity  of  linen  for  the  Delaware  Regiment,  wi 
lution  of  that  House  obliging  him  to  give  security  for  t 
discharge  of  his  duty  in  office,  and  to  be  accountable  fo: 
lie  monies  which  come  to  his  hantb, 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  res< 
the  House  of  Assembly  directing  the  Speakers  of  the  t\ 
to  transmit  to  the  commissioners  under  the  act  for  n 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  dollars  notification 
appointment,  and  the  following  message,  viz  : 
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embly  have  taken  into  consideration  your 
lelivered,  respecting  the  appointment  of 
endments  proposed  to  the  report  of  the 
jnts,  &c,  and  have  nominated  on  their 
Clayton,  West,  and  Kollock,  for  that  pur- 
also  inform  the  Council  that  they  intend 
nd  beg  the  Council  to  give  what  dispatch 
urgent  business  before  them. " 


utions,  delivered  with  the  above  message, 
i  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
Wednesday,  P.  MM  February  3,  1779. 

!  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  be  and 
Ted  and  requested  to  transmit  to  the  Dele- 
i  Congress  an  exemplified  copy,  under  the 
:t  of  Assembly  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
&  Delegates  of  the  Delaware  State  to  sub- 
j  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual 
everal  States.1 ' 

"Inthe  House  of  Assembly, 
Wednesday,  P.  M,  February  3,  1779. 

>per  that  every  person  who  holds  any  post 
hin  this  State  should  give  security  for  the 
of  the  duties  thereof,  and  to  account  for 
hich  may  by  virtue  thereof  come  into  his 

:orge  Craghead,  Esq.,  Clothier-General  of 
ed  to  give  bond,  In  the  name  of  the  Dela- 
e  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  sum 
rounds,  lawful  money  of  this  State,  on  or 
of  April  next,  conditioned  for  the  faithful 
duties  of  the  said  office,  and  to  render 
aunt  to  the  General  Assembly  of  all  the 
ie  into  his  hands  by  virtue  of  said  office. 
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"Also  resolved,  That  Samuel  Patterson,  Esquire,  be 
"  hereby  empowered  and  requested  to  take  the  said  bo 
11  the  same  before  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  1 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVkofAss 

"  In  the  House  of  Assemb 
"  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  February 

"  Whereas  it  is  necessary  to  provide  linen  for  the 
11  Regiment  for  the  present  year, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and 
41  Assembly  do  forthwith  draw  an  order  on  the  State 
"in  favor  of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Clothier  Gener 
"State,  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  c 
"enable  him  to  purchase  a  quant ity  of  linen  for  th 
"aforesaid,  and  the  said  Clothier- General  to  be  accou 
"the  said  sum  to  the  General  Assembly. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CrkofAss. 

"  In  the  House  of  Assemb 
"Wednesday,  P.  M,,  February, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and 
"  Assembly  transmit  to  William  McClay,  of  New  Castl 
"merchant;  William  Manlove,  of  Kent  County,  mere 
"Colonel  Caleb  Cirwithin,  of  Sussex  County,  a  notic 
"appointment  in  the  act  for  raising  one  hundred  an 
"eight  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  ascerta 
"value  of  all  real  property  within  this  State. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,   CVkofAm 

Ordered,  That  the  preceding  resolutions,  with  the  co 
of  the  Council  thereto  respectively,  be  returned,  by  Mi 
to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Ass 
the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union  be 
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shire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island, 
*k,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
orth  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Geor- 
1  the  act  of  ratification,  be  transcribed  and 
same  sent  to  the  respective  Delegates  from 
forthwith. 

same  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
by  Mr.  Clowes. 

eturned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  sev- 
to  him,  according  to  order. 


le  payment  of  cloth,  taken  and  seized  by 
for  the  use  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  was 
and  is  as  follow^  viz  : 

41  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
Saturday,  R  Mm  January  20th,  1779. 

)f  Accounts,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
jantities  of  cloth  taken  from  several  fulling 
e  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Charles  Pope,  of 
ent,  for  the  clothing  of  the  said  regiment, 
thereof,  amounting  to  eight  hundred  and 
cteen  shillings  and  four  pence  half  penny, 
:aken  into  consideration, 

*  Clothier-General  for  this  State  be  and  he 
and  required  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  the 
of  the  fulling  mills  respectively  from  whom 
>e  hath  taken  cloth  for  the  clothing  of  the 
sum  or  sums  of  money  as  may  be  due  for 

•  producing  accounts  therefor  duly  authen- 
1  Speakers  of  both  Houses  be  and  they  are 
md  directed  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State 
jm  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in 
>thier-  General,  to  enable  him  to  carry  into 
lion, 

ninutes. 

"JAS.   BOOTH,  Cr  k  of  Assembly." 
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Ordered^  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  same  to  the  Ho' 
sembly  concurred  in  by  the  Council* 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to 

The  committee  of  conferees  on  the  subject  matter  of  t 
ments  proposed  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  I 
counts,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table,  which, 
was  read'  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lockwood,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitte 
turned  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  Council  for  rum 
Delegates  in  Congress  with  certified  copies  of  the  i 
passed  previous  to  the  act  of  ratification,  concurred 
House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  cei 
appointment  of  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admittt 
turned  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  the  Council  empoi 
Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  orders  for  the  p; 
divers  sums  into  the  Continental  Treasury,  concurred 
House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the 
empowering  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw 
sums  of  money  in  favor  of  the  members  of  the  Priy 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Counc 
to  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  made  therein  :  wher 
the  said  resolution  was  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows, 

"  In  the  House  of  Assem 
"  Tuesday,  R  M.,  January  26t! 

"The  House  of  Assembly  having  resumed  the  cor 
"  of  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  t 
"strance  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  this  State  and  the  m< 
"the  Privy  Council  were  referred,  which  relates  to  an 
"  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  said  Council, 

"  Resolved >  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and 
"Assembly  be  empowered  and  directed  to  draw  on  th 
"of  the  Loan  Offices  of  this  State,  or  any  of  them,  fo 
"  of  one  hundred  pounds  in  favor  of  each  of  the  memt 
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lis  State,  for  his  expenses  incurred  in  the 
ties  of  his  office  previous  to  the  passing  of 
ral  Assembly  entitled  'An  act  for  regulating 
e  fees  of  divers  civil  officers  of  this  State, 
>  therein  mentioned,'  on  the  26th  day  of 

the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  be  also  em- 
ed  to  draw,  in  like  manner,  for  the  sum  of 
s  in  favor  of  James  Booth,  Secretary  of  this 
bs  and  expenses  incurred  by  his  attendance 

said  office  during  the  time  aforesaid. 

minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly." 

er, 

Jie  appointment  of  Delegates  to  Congress 
?ndment  was  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  or- 
id. 

Patterson  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
ate  and  transcribed  amendment,  for  their 
irn  the  resolution  empowering  the  Speakers 
draw  for  divers  sums  of  money  in  favor  of 
*rivy  Council,  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

ng  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the 
lg  to  order. 

.  Hyatt  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
Caesar  Rodney,  Esq.,  with  their  vouchers, 
ousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  pounds 
id  two  pence,  and  inform  them  that  the 
led  and  allowed  the  same,  and  that  he  de- 
rbal  message,  viz : 


eave  to  remind  you  that  you  have  not  in- 
r  determination  upon  the  two  first  matters 
a  committee  of  conferees  relative  to  the  al- 
o  Captain  Casson  and  his  officers,  and  the 
ullen  for  his  service  as  Commissary  to  the 
until  this  is  known  these  accounts  cannot  be 


Digitized  by  I 


joogle 


402  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 

Mr.  Hyatt  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above  papei 
ing  to  order. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  supp 
the  embargo  act,  sent  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  ai 
that  the  following  verbal  message  should  be  sent  to  th; 
viz : 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  having  under  their  consideration  the  st 
to  the  embargo  act,  sent  from  your  House,  beg  to  be 
how  it  hath  appeared  to  your  honorable  House  tha 
"just  cause  to  rear  that  unless  a  prohibition  of  the  e: 
01  provisions  from  this  State  be  extended  to  the  States 
land  and  Virginia  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Stat 
fer.M  As  this  House  have  as  yet  a  different  sentimi 
quantity  of  provisions  to  be  spared  from  the  State,  bi 
fears  above  expressed  may  prove  real  and  great  distres 
our  constituents,  we  think  it  our  duty,  though  thus  1 
session,  to  proceed  on  this  bill  if  from  your  state  of 
shall  in  any  wise  appear  dangerous  to  omit  hf  and  at 
time  we  beg  to  know  why  the  States  of  Maryland  an 
only  are  excluded,  and  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and 
sey  left  open,  as  it  hath  and  will  probably  happen  that  i 
tation  to  ^Pennsylvania  alone  will  exceed  that  of  all  the 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  deliver  the  same  to  the 
Assembly. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  ac 
order. 

Mr.  Derrickson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  adn 
delivered  to  the  Chair  the  public  accounts  and  vou 
report  of  the  committee  thereon,  and  the  Council  an 
thereto,  with  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  of  c 
agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the 
Assembly  empowering  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Housi 
for  monies  agreed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be  du 
Nathaniel   Mitchell  and  a  certain   William  Arnold, 
County  ;  and  also  the  certificate  of  the  appointment  of 
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amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  Coun- 
House  of  Assembly. 

rt  of  the  joint  committee  of  conference  was 
id  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

ittee  of  conference  report  that  they  have 
)tain  Casson  and  officers  the  sum  of  sixty- 
lings,  for  their  rations. 

>ort  that,  on  examining  John  Bullen's  ac- 
pinion  he  should  be  allowed  the  sum  of  one 
r  pounds  for  his  services  as  Commissary  to 
,  and  that  the  balance  due  from  him  to  the 
>ounds,  on  that  service. 

>ort  that  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
lution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting 
hould  be  agreed  to." 

er, 

lution  empowering  the  Speakers  of  the  two 
ror  of  Captain  Mitchell  and  William  Arnold 
n,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
'Wednesday,  P.  M.,  February  3,  1779. 


ie  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  be 
ected  to  draw  upon  the  State  Treasurer  for 
ldred  and  seventy-nine  pounds  six  shillings 
f-penny,  agreed  by  the  General  Assembly, 
>nd  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
lty-seven,  to  be  due  to  Captain  Nathaniel 
for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twelve 
pence,  agreed  by  the  General  Assembly, 
to  be  due  to  a  certain  William  Arnold,  of 


mmutes. 
nee. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CI' k  of  Assembly r 
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On  motion,  by  order,  the  certificate  of  the  appoint 
Delegates  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

41  In  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  S 
"Wednesday,  P.  MM  February  3,  r 

"  Whereas  the  Honorable  John  Dickinson,  Nieho' 
"dyke,  and  Thomas  McKean,  Esquires,  have  been  ch 
"joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  in  the  General  Assembly, 
"  resent  the  Delaware  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  VnlU 
"  of  America  this  present  year, 

"Resolved,  That  they,  or  any  of  them,  are  hereby 
"thorized  and  empowered,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  ! 
"concert,  agree  to,  and  execute  any  measure  which 
"any  two  of  them,  together  with  a  majority  of  the  si 
"gress,  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  defence,  security, 
"and  welfare  of  this  State  in  particular,  and  the  Unite 
"in  general;  and  generally  to  exercise,  in  concert  wi 
"of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  r< 
"powers  prescribed  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation  1 
' '  petual  Union  of  the  said  States. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS,   BOOTH 

* '  Sent  for  concurrence.  Cllk  of  Asset 

Ordered y  That  Mr.  Clowes  return  the  foregoing  repc 
lution  and  certificate,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Counci 
respectively,  and  the  public  accounts  and  vouchers,  to  th 
of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Clowes,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  £ 
according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DELAWARE  STATE,  I  779. 


405 


Thursday,  February  4,  1779. 

Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs. 
Read. 

Speaker  and  Mr.  Bassett  revise  and  correct 
ouse  and  have  the  same  printed.* 

leral  Assembly  of  Delaware,  by  their  joint 
February  instant,  empowered  and  directed 
Council  and  House  of  Assembly  to  draw 
ate  Treasurer  as  well  for  the  sixty  thousand 
State  for  the  proportion  demanded  by  Con- 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
d  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  be  raised  in 
Drtion  demanded  by  Congress  for  the  year 
nd  seventy-nine,  when  the  same,  or  any 
hall  come  to  the  hands  of  the  State  Trea- 
Jie  payment  of  the  said  sums  respectively 
he  United  States,  there  to  be  placed  to  the 

»cted  to  pay  the  said  sixty  thousand  dollars 
v  of  the  United  States  forthwith,  and  also 
I  fifty  thousand  dollars  when  the  same,  or 
ay  come  to  your  hands,  and  have  the  same 
"  this  State,  and  the  same  payments  shall  be 
ment  of  your  accounts  with  the  committee 
ibly  for  that  purpose  to  be  appointed. 

dlowed  the  following  accounts,  brought  in 
ing,  for  services  rendered  the  State  and  ex- 
g  their  attendance  on  the  Council,  viz  : 

ench  BattelTs  account,  as  ad- 

£420  15  9 

Patterson,  Esq.,  his  account  for 

charges, 600 

', ^426  15  9 

id  the  note  of  passage  of  this  and  the  subsequent  reso- 
jinal  minutes. 
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No. 


3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

7- 

8. 

9- 
10. 
11. 


Brought  over, 

To  William  Polk,  Esq.,  ditto,    . 

To  John  Clowes,  Esq. ,  ditto, 

To  Peter  Hyatt,  Esq.,  ditto,  .    > 

To  William  Conwell,  Esq, ,  ditto 

To  George  Read,  Esq.,  ditto,   . 

To  Benjamin  Vining,  as  Clerk  of  Council* 

To  Thomas  North,  barber,  his  account 

To  John  Bullen,  his  account  for  forage, 

To  sundries  from  Mr.  Battdl 


Total,* . .£ 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  Tr 
the  Loan  Offices  of  Kent  and  Sussex  Counties,  in  ec 
portions,  for  the  said  sum  of  five  hundred  and  sixteer 
and  nine  pence,  in  favor  of  Mr.  French  Battell. 

Whereupon  the  said  orders  were  drawn,  and  the  Co 
journed  till  the  17th  day  of  May  next,  to  meet  at  the 
Dover. 


*  This  total  is  j£io,  more  than  the  items  show,  boi  so  it  is  recorded. 
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■  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


*ED  SESSION,  MAY,   1779, 


ie  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
idjournment,  on  Monday,  the  17th  day  of 
1779,  a  sufficient  number  of  the  members 
lot  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from 
lay,  the  24th  day  of  this  instant 


Monday,  May  24th,  1779. 
>ers  attended  in  the  Council,  viz  ; 
\tnty — Peter  Hyatt. 
-The  Honorable  Thomas  Collins,  Richard 

v — William   Con  well,  William    Polk,    John 


mmittee  of  two  be  appointed  to  wait  on  his 
lent,  and  inform  him  that  a  sufficient  num- 
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ber  of  the  members  of  the  Council  have  met  to  form  a  ¥ 
are  ready  to  receive  any  business  which  he  may  have 
fore  them. 

The  gentlemen  chosen  :  Mr.  Bassett  and  Mr,  ConweJ 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  h 
on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  with  the  above  mt 
cording  to  order,  when  he  was  pleased,  in  answer,  t( 
he  had  laid  all  the  business  which  he  had  before  the  & 
sembly,  by  message,  which  was  delivered  to  the  Speal 
House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


The  Council  met. 


Tuesday,  A,  M.,  May  251] 
Present  the  same  members  as  on  | 


Mr.  Cook,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  President  to  the  Gener 
bly,  inclosing  a  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  < 
April,  and  two  acts  of  Congress,  the  one,  of  the  23d  J 
regulating  the  Clothing  Department,  the  other,  of  the 
providing  for  the  pay  of  the  officers  employed  in  it  j  al 
from  Mr.  Pomerov,  Commissioner  for  settling  all  ac 
arrearages  for  clotning  for  the  year  1777,  requesting  a 
the  expenditures  of  this  State,  and  an  act  of  Congress 
March  to  that  effect. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  letter  from  the 
of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  inclosing  an  act  of  tr. 
Court  of  that  State  to  prevent  the  return  into  that  State 
persons  therein  mentioned,  &c. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  oc 
President's  Proclamation  for  suspending  part  of  th< 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this  State  h 
seas  for  a  limited  time,"  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  t 
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letter  from  the  President  of  Congress,  in- 
:  body  for  affording  relief  to  the  distressed 
and  of  Bermuda,  and  a  resolution  of  the 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  Indian  Corn 
uda. 

iers  the  foregoing  message,  and  its  inclo- 
read,  and  the  said  message  follows  in  these 

mcral  Assembly  ; 

itting  I  received  a  letter  from  the  honora- 
if  Congress,  with  an  act  of  that  honorable 
ith  day  of  March  last,  recommending  it  to 
to  make  up  and  complete  their  respective 
iill  complement,  by  drafts,  or  in  any  other 
think  proper,  and  to  have  their  quotas  of 
>  take  the  field  and  to  march  to  such  place 
in-Chief  shall  direct  without  delay,  &c.  As 
sr  vested  in  any  but  the  General  Assembly 
act  on  the  part  of  this  State,  and  as  this  is 
y  I  have  had,  1  must  now,  tho*  late  in  the 
lay  the  letter  and  act,  with  a  return  of  the 
ur  Honors  for  consideration. 

U  lay  before  your  Honors,  with  the  Predi- 
cts of  Congress,  one  of  the  twenty -third  of 
ng  the  Clothing  Department,  the  other ,  of 
oviding  for  the  pay  of  the  officers  employed 
lay  before  you  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pomeroy, 
ip pointed  to  settle  and  pay  all  accounts  of 
ng  due  to  the  troops  of  these  States  for  the 
ired  and  seventy -seven,  requesting  a  return 
of  this  State,  and  also  an  act  of  Congress, 
March,  to  that  effect, 

I  have  sent  you  a  letter  from  his  Excellen- 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  inclosing  an 
Court  of  that  State  'to  prevent  the  return- 
certain  persons  therein  named,  and  others 
all  leave  that  State,  or  either  of  the  United 
and  have  joined  or  shall  join  the  enemies 
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"Permit  me  to  inform  your  Honors  that,  in  virtue  of 
'  mendation  of  Congress,  I  have,  with  the  advice  of 
'Council,  suspended,  by  proclamation  under  the  Gre 
1  part  of  the  act  '  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provis 
'this  State  beyond  the  seas  for  a  limited  time/  so  i 
1  same  relates  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and 
1  you,  with  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  above  men 
1  recommendation  of  Congress  for  affording  relief  to 
1  tressed  inhabitants  of  Bermuda. 

"Gentlemen — I  have  just  received,  and  beg  leave  to  1 
'  you  for  consideration,  a  letter  from  the  Honorable  Jc 
'  inson,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Delegates  in  Congress  on 
'  of  this  State,  by  which  you  will  find  Congress  have  ca 
1  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the  sum  required  by 
'  tion  of  the  second  of  January  last,  for  their  respectr 
'  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  into  the  Contuiei 
1  sury  before  the  first  day  of  January  next  -  that  the  q 
1  to  be  in  the  same  proportion  with  those  of  the  fifteei 
1  and  that  the  quota  of  this  State  will  be  four  hundred 
'  thousand  dollars. 

"You  will  receive  herewith  a  remonstrance,  signed  \ 
'  ber  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  address 
1  House,  and  just  put  into  my  hands  to  lay  before  you. 

"Dover,  May  24th,  1779.  G£SAR  ROD 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  prohibitin 
portation  of  Indian  corn  to  the  Island  of  Bermuda  was 
first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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u,  the  resolution  prohibiting  the  exporta- 
the  Island  of  Bermuda  was  read  the  second 
d  thereupon 

ommittee  of  two  be  appointed  on  the  part 
fer  with  a  committee  of  the  House  of  As- 
t  matter  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  for 
distressed  inhabitants  of  Bermuda,  and  the 
se  of  Assembly  founded  thereon. 

:n  :  Mr,  Clowes  and  Mr.  Basse  it. 

Con  well  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
on  of  Congress,  and  the  resolution  of  the 
;reon,  and  deliver  the  following  verbal  mes- 

to  the  House  of  Assembly,  viz  : 


iito  consideration  your  resolution  of  y ester - 
exportation  of  Indian  corn  from  this  State 
luda,  for  the  relief  of  the  distressed  tnhab- 
teave  to  inform  your  honorable  House  that, 
they  cannot  concur  with  you,  and  therefore 
ttee  of  both  Houses  be  appointed  to  confer 
of  the  said  resolution,  if  agreeable  to  your 
d  do  accordingly  appoint,  on  the  part  of 
urpose  aforesaid,  Messrs.  John  Clowes  and 
will  attend  your  committee  when  and  where 


reported  the   delivery   of  the 


g  returned, 
ig  to  order. 

nber  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
:  answer  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
:  of  the  Council,  which  was  read,  and  is  in 


Digitized  by| 


ioogk 


414 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


"  In  the  House  of  Assembl 
"  Tuesday,  P>  M.,  May  25 

"Read  the  first  time,  and  the  House,  on  their  part 
"  Messrs.  Lea,  Ridgely,  and  Latimer  conferees  for  the 
"aforesaid. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CrkofAsse 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  3  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M,  May  26 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  y 

Some  of  the  members  attending  the  committee  of  cc 
the  Council  adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die, 


The  Council  met. 


The  committee  of  conferees  on  the  subject  matter  of 
lution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  prohibiting  the  expor 
Indian  corn  from  this  State  to  the  Island  of  Bermuda 
relief  of  the  distressed  inhabitants  there,  now  made  thei 
which,  by  order,  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  of  pardon  was  read 
graphs,  and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and  agi 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  witl 
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bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  consideration  and  concurrence, 
by  Mr.  Barring. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  for  leave  of  absence  till  ten  o'clock  on 
Monday  next,  the  same  was  granted. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  8  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  May  27th,  1779. 

The  Council  met  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Polk. 

Mr.  Barring  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  committed 
to  him,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  Clothier-General, 
with  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  for  Public  Accounts 
thereon. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring 
in  a  bill,  by  way  of  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
hibit the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this  State  beyond  the 
seas  for  a  limited  time." 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Bassett  and  Mr.  Clowes. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  for  Public  Accounts  on  the 
Qothier- General's  accounts,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  agreed 
to,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

41  The  joint  committee  appointed  for  settling  and  adjusting  the 
"  public  accounts,  report  that  they  have  examined  the  accounts 
"  of  expenditures  of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Clothier-General 
14  of  this  State,  and  find  a  balance  due  from  the  said  George 
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1  Craghead  to  this  State  of  two  hundred  and  fifty -six  w 
'  shillings  and  two  pence.     In  the  examination  of  to* 

*  they  find  that  he  nas  charged  a  commission  of  five 

1  on  all  his  purchases,  as  also  on  the  sum  of  two  thous; 

*  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  paid  to  the  officers  of  1 

*  ware  Regiment,  voted  to  them  by  a  resolution  of  the 
'  Assembly  as  a  compensation  for  their  former  servic 
1  commissions,  your  committee  think,  are  too  large  and 
'  gant  for  that  last  mentioned  service,  and  that  two  ai 
1  per  cent,  will  be  a  sufficient  allowance  for  paying  a 
1  sum,  and  have  therefore  charged  him  with  the  sun 
1  eight  pounds,  it  being  the  difference  between  the  five 

1  and  two  and  a-half  per  cent.  All  which  your  com  mi 
1  mit  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. M 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  return  to  the  House  of < 
the  foregoing  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  Clothier 
with  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Public  Accou 
on,  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Hyatt  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  i 
way  of  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  <lAn  act  to  pre 
exportation  of  provisions  from  this  State  beyond  the  s 
limited  time,"  now  delivered  one  at  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  first  t 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  same,  by  order,  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragi 
will  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  t 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence,  by  Mr.  — . 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  8  o'clock. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  May  28th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Mr.  Read. 

Mr.  Stout,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  presented 
to  the  Chair  a  message  from  his  Excellency,  the  President,  to  the 
General  Assembly,  inclosing  a  memorial  addressed  to  him  by 
Capt  William  Murray,  of  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  praying  leave 
to  exchange  salt  for  corn. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  a  draught  of  twelve  thousand  dollars 
in  favor  of  the  Clothier-General,  with  a  resolution  of  that  House 
for  the  sale  of  divers  articles  of  clothing  by  the  said  Clothier- 
General. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  message  and  Capt.  Murray's  memorial,  ac- 
companying the  same,  were  severally  read,  ana  the  said  message 
is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly : 

41  Since  my  message  of  the  24th  instant,  I  have  received,  and 
44  now  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you,  a  letter  from  the  President  of 
44  Congress,  with  an  act  of  that  honorable  body  calling  on  the 
4 'States  for  forty-five  millions  of  dollars. 

44  The  Secretary  will  lay  before  your  Honors,  for  consideration, 
"the  application  of  Captain  William  Murray,  of  the  Island  of 
44  Bermuda,  for  leave  to  exchange  salt  for  corn,  and  I  am  to  in- 
44  form  you  that  Mr.  Murray  wishes  to  be  called  before  the  House 
44  and  examined  touching  his  application. 

4 'Dover,  May  28th,  1779.  CjESAR  RODNEY." 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  a  draught  of 
twelve  thousand  dollars  in  favor  of  the  Clothier-General,  was  read 
the  first  time. 
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By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  con- 
curred in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Thursday,  P,  M.t  May  27th,  1779. 
"On  motion, 

li Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  House  be  empowered 
"  and  directed  to  draw  upon  William  McCky,  Commissioner  for 
"the  sale  of  Forfeited  Estates  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  for 
1  *  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  in  favor  of  George  Crag- 
"head,  Esq.,  Clothier-General  of  this  State,  to  enable  him  to 
"furnish  each  officer  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  with  the  clothes 
"allowed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  the  said  officers  for  the 
"present  year. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CV  kef  Assembly." 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  sale  of  divers 
articles  of  clothing  by  the  Clothier- General,  was  read  the  first 
time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P,  M, 
The  Council  met. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  resolution  for  a  draught  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  in  iavor 
of  the  Clothier-General,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council 
thereto,  and  also  the  resolution  for  the  sale  of  divers  articles  of 
clothing  by  the  Clothier-General,  with  a  paper  of  amendments 
proposed  tnereto  by  the  Council. 
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Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  an  act  of  Congress  recommending  to  the  several 
States  to  complete  their  respective  battalions  to  their  full  comple- 
ment, with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  filling  up 
the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  the  return  of  said  regiment,  a  re- 
monstrance from  the  officers  of  the  same  regiment,  and  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
officers  thereof. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  foregoing  resolutions,  return  and  remonstrance  were  sev- 
erally read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
respecting  the  clothing  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  also 
the  resolution  for  the  sale  of  divers  articles  of  clothing  by  the 
Qothier-General,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 
Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  foregoing  resolution  respecting  the  clothing  of  the  Dela- 
ware Regiment  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Friday,  P.  M.,  May  28th,  1779. 

"Whereas  George  Craghead,  Es<q.,  Clothier-General,  hath 
"informed  the  House  that  there  are  divers  quantities  of  woollen 
"cloth,  &c,  belonging  to  this  State,  in  the  nands  of  Lieutenant 
"Colonel  Charles  rope,  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  others, 

"Ordered  therefore,  That  the  said  Clothier-General  receive 
"  of  Colonel  Pope  all  the  cloths,  blankets,  and  other  articles 
"of  clothing  in  his  hands  belonging  to  this  State,  and  also  that 
"he  receive  of  all  other  persons  such  clothing  or  articles  thereof 
"as  they  may  have  in  possession  belonging  to  the  State,  and 
"apply  the  same  towards  clothing  the  Delaware  Regiment,  first 
''returning  an  exact  account  of  each  article  so  obtained,  and 
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"from  whom,  to  the  President  of  the  State,  to  be  laid  before  the 
"  General  Assembly  at  their  next  sitting. 

li  Extract  from  the  minutes. 


"JAS.  BOOTH,    CVk  of Assembly^ 

>ead  return  the  foregoing 
incurred  in  by  the  Counc 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  8  o'clock. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Read  return  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  concurred  in  by  the  Council 


Saturday,  A.  M.t  May  29th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Mr.  Polk. 

On  motion, 

The  President's  message  of  the  28th  instant,  with  the  memorial 
of  William  Murray,  of  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  was  read  a  second 
time  and  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  the  distress 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Island  of  Bermuda  ought  to  be  re- 
lieved by  a  speedy  supply  of  provisions  from  this  State,  and  that 
power  be  given  to  the  President,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy 
Council,  to  grant  his  license  for  the  same  to  such  persons  whose 
attachment  to  the  United  States  is  vouched  or  known t  and  that  a 
bill  be  prepared  and  brought  in  for  this  purpose. 

Whereupon  such  a  bill  is  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  same  be  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and  it  will 
pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed, 

Ordered  also,  That  the  said  bill  engrossed  be  sent,  with  the 
President's  message  of  the  28th  instant,  and  Captain  Murray's 
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memorial,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and 
concurrence,  by  Mr.  Read. 

Mr.  Read,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several 
papers  committed  to  him,  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Island  of  Bermuda,  concurred  in  by  that  House  and  signed  by 
their  Speaker,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  now  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  Council,  and  that  the  same  pass  into  a  law. 

Ordered  also  that  the  Speaker  sien  the  resolution  for  affixing 
the  Great  Seal  to  the  said  bill,  and  that  the  same  be  delivered  to 
the  President. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  public  accounts  and  vouchers,  and  the 
report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Public  Accounts,  and  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  advance  of  three  hundred 
dollars  to  Captain  Learmouth. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read  the  first 
time. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  May  31st,  1779- 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Messrs.  Clowes,  Polk  and  Conwell 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  respecting  an  advance  of  monies  to  Captain 
Learmouth  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"Whereas  by  Captain  Learmouth's  enlistment  accounts  for 
"the  last  campaign,  a  balance  appears  due  to  himT  but  the  same 
"  cannot  now  be  settled  for  want  of  the  vouchers  ;  therefore 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  State  be  requested  to 
"advance  three  hundred  dollars  to  the  said  John  Learmouth  out 
"of  any  public  monies  in  his  hands,  for  which  the  said  Lear* 
"  mouth  is  to  be  accountable  to  the  General  Assembly, 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

* '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CPkof  Assem&fy. ' r 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  return  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  concurred  in  by  the  Council, 

Mr.  Hyatt  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June  ist,  1779. 

t  the  i 

[Con 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday  r 
and  also  Messrs.  Clowes  and  Conwell. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  the  recovery  of  sundry  sums  of 
money  from  the  executrix  of  Jacob  Kollock,  deceased,  with  the 
report  of  the  committee  for  settling  the  Loan  Office  accounts  in 
the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  memorial  from  Capt.  Allen 
McLane,  of  the  28th  April,  1779,  addressed  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  accompanied  with  an  act  of  Congress,  founded 
thereon,  enclosed  in  a  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to 
the  President  of  this  State,  and  a  report  of  the  Joint  Committee 
of  Accounts  upon  the  same  memorial,  accounts  and  vouchers  of 
Capt  Allen  McLane. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  foregoing  memorial  of  Capt.  Allen  McLane,  and  the  act 
of  Congress  indorsed  thereon,  and  the  report  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts  on  the  said  memorial  and  accounts,  were 
severally  read,  and  the  said  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Accounts  was  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June  1st,  1779. 

"The  Committee  of  Accounts,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
14  memorial  of  Captain  McLane,  &c,  made  their  report,  which 
"was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  follows  in  these 
words,  viz : 

"The  Joint  Committee  of  Accounts,  to  whom  were  referred 
"the  memorial  of  Captain  McLane  and  the  resolution  of  Con- 
"gress  thereon,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  carefully  ex- 
"amined  his  accounts  and  all  the  circumstances  attending  them, 
"and  find  that  Capt.  McLane  has  received  the  same  allowance, 
"at  settlement  of  his  accounts  with  the  auditors,  that  the  officers 
"of  the  Delaware  Regiment  have,  but  that  Capt.  McLane,  from 
"his  particular  situation,  not  being  under  the  direction  of  any 
"State,  and  not  having  similar  orders  for  recruiting  with  the 
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"officers  belonging  to  particular  States,  he  was  obliged  to  pur- 
"sue  those  of  his  colonel,  whereby  he  Incurred  an  extraordinary 
"expense,  amounting  to  three  hundred  and  nine  pounds  four 
"teen  shillings  and  four  pence,  which  your  committee  think 
"should  be  allowed  him,  and  be  charged  by  this  State  to  the 
"Continent,  agreeable  to  the  aforesaid  resolution  of  Congress, 
1 1  indorsed  on  his  memorial. 

"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  on  the 
"State  Treasurer  for  the  aforesaid  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
"  nine  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and  four  pence  in  favor  of  Capt. 
"  Allen  McLane. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes 

"JAS.   BOOTH,  cr  k  of  Assembly." 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  together  with 
Capt.  McLane* s  memorial,  accounts  and  vouchers,  and  the  act 
of  Congress  indorsed  thereon,  and  the  President's  letter,  by  Mr. 
Clowes. 

Mr.  Cook,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  an  act  of  Coneress,  of  the  16th  December  last,  for 
annexing  Captain  Allen  McLane's  company  to  the  Delaware 
Regiment,  and  a  copy  of  General  Washington's  order  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  to  annex  Capt, 
McLane' s  company  to  the  said  regiment,  together  with  a  memo- 
rial from  Captain  McLane  to  the  General  Assembly,  praying 
leave  to  be  annexed  to  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  that  purpose,  founded  on  the  said 
memorial. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  papers  were  severally  read, 
and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  annexing  Capt. 
McLane' s  company  to  the  Delaware  Regiment,  was  concurred 
in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Tuesday,  R  M,r  June  if  1779, 

"A  memorial  from  Captain  Allen  McLane  was  presented  to 
"the  Chair,  and,  by  order,  read  the  first  time,  and  thereupon 
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" Resolved,  That  Captain  Allen  McLane,  his  officers,  and  the 
"non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  his  company,  be 
"annexed  to  the  battalion  or  regiment  of  this  State,  agreeable 
"to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  16th  of  December  last, 
"and  the  direction  of  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief 
"of  the  Army,  and  that  they  be  allowed  the  same  pay,  emolu* 
"  ments  and  advantages  with  the  other  officers  and  men  belong- 
ing to  the  same  regiment,  and  be  in  all  respects  considered  as 
"  part  of  the  same  corps. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  Cl'k  of  Assembly." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  return  the  said  resolution  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  together  with 
the  foregoing  act  of  Congress,  General  Washington's  order,  and 
Captain  McLane*  s  memorial. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  2d,  1779. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Clowes  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  him,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met 

Doctor  Clavton,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  pro- 
portioning the  punishment  to  the  crime  of  slave  and  horse  steal- 
ing and  conjuration,  and  for  other  purposes." 
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On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time- 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  filling  up  the 
Delaware  Regiment  were  read  a  second  time,  and  sundry  amend- 
ments were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  said 
resolutions,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration 
and  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Polk. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  recovery  of  sundry  sums  of  money  from  the 
executrix  of  Jacob  Kollock,  deceased,  &cM  was  read  the  first 
time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  were  read  the 
second  time  and  deferred  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.r  June  3d,  1779* 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday* 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Kollock,  a  mfember  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  for  filling  up  the  Delaware 
Regiment,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council 
acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  made  therein. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  bill  for  the  better  securing 
elections  within  this  State. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  bill  to  increase  the  fines  and 
penalties  on  the  civil  and  military  officers  and  the  privates  of  the 
Militia  for  refusal  or  neglect  of  duty,  and  to  augment  the  fees  of 
several  officers  and  other  persons,  and  also  the  following  order 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  their  adjournment,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Thursday,  A.  M.,  June  3d,  1779. 
"On  motion, 

"Ordered,  That  Mr.  Kollock  wait  on  the  Council  and  inform 
"them  that  this  House  intend  to  adjourn  on  Saturday  next  to 
"the  thirtieth  day  of  September  following. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly." 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  for  filling  up  the  Delaware  Regiment,  as 
amended  and  agreed  to,  were  read  and  concurred  in,  and  are  as 
follows,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Wednesday,  June  3d,  1779. 

"  Whereas  by  a  return  of  the  present  state  of  the  Delaware 
"Regiment,  the  same  appears  to  be  deficient  in  numbers;  in 
"  order,  therefore,  to  fill  up  the  said  regiment 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  apply  to  Gen- 
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"eral  Washington,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment 
"aforesaid,  forthwith  to  order  three  or  more  officers  from  the 
"said  regiment  into  this  State  upon  the  recruiting  service. 

"Resolved  also,  That  every  officer  be  allowed  one  hundred 
"dollars  for  each  able-bodied  soldier  he  may  enlist  to  serve  dur~ 
"  ing  the  war,  and  who  shall  pass  muster, 

"  That  an  additional  bounty  of  eighty  dollars,  over  and  above 
"the  two  hundred  dollars  allowed  by  Congress,  be  given  to  every 
"soldier  that  may  be  so  enlisted. 

"  That  the  President  be  authorized  to  appoint  one  or  more  fit 
"persons  within  this  State  to  muster  such  recruits, 

"That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  be  empowered  to  draw 
"an  order  on  tne  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  the  President  for 
"thirty -six  thousand  dollars,  and  that  the  President,  on  receipt 
"  of  the  same,  advance  thereout  from  time  to  time  to  the  officers 
"respectively  appointed  to  recruit  for  the  said  regiment  such 
"sum  or  sums  as  he  shall  judge  prudent  and  necessary  to  enable 
"  them  to  proceed  in  the  said  service. 

"That  the  said  officers  respectively,  before  they  depart  the 
"State,  when  called  upon  by  the  President,  shall  account  with 
"  him  for  the  expenditure  of  all  monies  received  for  the  purpose 
"aforesaid. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.   BOOTH,  CPk  of  Assembly." 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  June  4th,  1779. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  better  securing  elections  within  this  State  was 
read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  increase  the  fines  and  penalties  on  civil  and  military 
officers,  and  the  privates  of  the  Militia,  for  refusal  or  neglect  of 
duty,  &c,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  speedy  recovery 
of  public  debts,  the  same  was  granted  ;  whereupon  a  bill  for  that 
purpose  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  will 
pass. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  better  proportioning  the  punishment  to  the 
crime  of  slave  and  horse  stealing,  &c,  was  read  the  second  time 
by  paragraphs,  and  some  amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to 
and  oraered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  last-mentioned  bill,  with  the  paper  of  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  the  Council,  and  also  the  resolutions  for  filling  up  the 
Delaware  Regiment,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto, 
and  to  deliver  to  that  House  the  bill  for  the  speedy  recovery  of 
public  debts,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EODEM  Dl] 

The  Council  met 

Mr.  Con  well  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above 
cording  to  order. 

Mr.  Patterson  now  appeared  in  the  Council. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  resolul 
House  of  Assembly  for  the  encouragement  of  the  offi< 
Delaware  Regiment,  and  several  amendments,  by  we 
tion  to  the  same,  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  said  resolutions 
cribed  amendments  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  the 
rence. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  I 
cording  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  recovery  of  sundry  sums  of  monej 
executrix  of  Jacob  Kollockt  deceased,  was  read  the  se 
and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Hyatt  return  the  said  bill,  with 
cribed  amendments  thereto,  to  the  House  of  Assemb 
currence,  and  the  copy  of  the  state  of  the  public  a 
Sussex  County. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  an< 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  the  introducing  economy  in  the  ] 
supplies  for  the  Army  of  the  Unitea  States. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  re 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment  of  a  coi 
settle  the  State  Treasurer's  accounts. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  to  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  June  5th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Hyatt  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
given  to  nim  in  charge,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  better  securing  elections  within  this  State  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  same  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  and  sundry 
amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  said  bill  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  with  the  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
the  Council,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Dr.  Clayton,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  raising  an  additional  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  thousand  dollars  by  a  general  tax. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  state  an  account  of  expenditures  by  this 
State  on  behalf  of  the  Continent,  with  the  report  of  the  Joint 
Committee  of  Accounts,  and  the  public  accounts  and  vouchers. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment, 
with  the  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council, 
in  part  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  an  additional  sum  of  four  hundred  and 
ninety-five  thousand  dollars,  &c. ,  by  a  general  tax,  was  read  the 
first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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The  bill  to  increase  the  fines  and  penalties  on  civil  a 
officers,  &c,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  ; 
ed  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  speedy  recovery  of  pu 
with  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 
Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  introducing  economy  in  the  purchasi: 
for  the  Army  of  the  United  States  was  read  tne  first  ti 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  aj 
of  a  committee  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  State  Tre 
read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

41  In  the  House  of  Assemb 
4 'Friday,  A.  M.,  June  41 
4 'On  motion, 

"Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointe 
44  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  State  Treasurer, 
4 'report  thereof  to  the  General  Assembly  at  their  n< 
44  The  members  appointed,   on  the  part  of  this  H< 
"Joshua  Clayton  and  George  Latimer,  Esquires. 

44  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVkof  Asi 

And  thereupon  the  Council  appoint,  on  their  part,  Jol 
son,  of  New  Castle  County,  Esquire,  to  join  the  said 
of  die  House  of  Assembly  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  state  an  s 
expenditures  by  this  State  on  behalf  of  the  Continent 
the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Public  Account 
the  first  time. 
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econsidered  their  amendments  to  the  reso- 
of  Assembly  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
rare  Regiment,  which  was  disagreed  to  by 
jred  to  the  same. 

er, 

nto  consideration  the  amendments  proposed 
smbly  to  the  bill  for  the  speedy  recovery  of 
same  being  agreed  to  were  made  in  the  bill, 

said  bill  be  engrossed, 
lock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


)er  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
for  the  recovery  of  public  monies  from  the 
Loan  Office  in  Sussex  County,  and  others 
bill  for  the  better  proportioning  the  punish- 
f  slave  and  horse  stealing  and  conjuration, 
>es ;  also  the  supplement  to  an  act  entitled 
on  and  oblivion  ;  and  also  the  bill  for  the 
tions  within  this  State,  (with  the  several 
ed  to  the  same  bills)  respectively  signed 
he  House  of  Assembly,  in  order  that  the 
mpared  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 

also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  foregoing 

.  Clowes  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
s  encouragement  of  the  officers  of  the  Dela- 
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ware  Regiment,  and  the  amendments  proposed  there 
Council,  and  inform  them  that  the  Council  still  adhe] 
amendment  partially  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Ass 

Mr.  Clowes  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  1 

Mr.  Cook,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
the  last-mentioned  resolutions,  with  the  amendments 
thereto  by  the  Council  generally  agreed  to  by  the  Ass< 
made  therein,  and  the  same,  as  amended,  were  read 
curred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Asseme 
"Friday,  A,  M.,  May  2 

"Whereas  from  the  advanced  prices  of  the  nec< 

*  life  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  in  the  sen 

*  United  States  of  America,  cannot  furnish  themselve 
'same,  with  their  present  pay,  without  injury  to  thi 
1  fortunes ;  in  order  therefore  to  relieve  the  officers  c 

*  regiment  from  the  difficulties  aforesaid  and  enable  thi 
4  tinue  in  the  service  of  their  country, 

"Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regin 
'after  mentioned,  be  allowed  monthly,  except  while  or 
'  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  General  Assembly,  as 
4  wit :  Each  field  officer,  two  gallons  of  rum,  six  oun* 
1  two  pounds  of  coffee,  two  pounds  of  chocolate,  and  \ 
'of  Muscovado  sugar;  each  captain,  five  quarts  of 
'  ounces  of  tea,  one  pound  and  an  half  of  coffee,  c 
1  and  an  half  of  chocolate,  and  five  pounds  of  Muse 
'  gar ;  each  subaltern,  four  quarts  of  rum,  four  ouiu 
'one  pound  of  coffee,  one  pound  of  chocolate,  and  fo 
'of  Muscovado  sugar;  the  surgeon,  four  quarts  of 
'  ounces  of  tea,  one  pound  of  coffee,  one  pound  of 
'  and  four  pounds  of  Muscovado  sugar;  and  the  surge 
'  three  quarts  of  rum,  three  ounces  of  tea ,  one  pound 
'  one  pound  of  chocolate,  and  three  pounds  of  Muscov 
'  That  the  Clothier-General  of  this  State  for  the  time 
'  empowered  to  purchase  such  and  so  many  of  the  art 
'  said  as  may  be  sufficient  for  a  two  months1  supply  an 
'them  to  camp  with  all  convenient  dispatch,  to  the 
'custody  of  the  Paymaster  to  the  Delaware  Regime 
'  time  being,  to  be  by  him  delivered  out  to  the  respect 
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it  by  such  proportions  and  in  such  times  as 
solution  is  directed, 

*nt  be  empowered  and  directed  to  draw  his 
Treasurer  forthwith  to  pay  into  the  hands 
r-General  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds, 
take  purchase  of  the  articles  aforesaid. 

mt  be  also  empowered  and  directed  to  draw 
le  to  time  thereafter,  on  the  State  Treasurer. 
Clothier-Genera]  such  sum  of  money  as  the 
[ge  necessary  and  sufficient  for  purchasing  a 
rf  the  articles  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the 
>aid,  so  as  the  same  do  not  exceed  the  sum 
id  four  hundred  pounds  in  each  quarter,  the 
ral  returning  from  time  to  time  to  the  Presi- 
ccount  of  the  expenditure  of  the  preceding 
is  hands. 

Ilothier-General  obtain  from  the  Paymaster 
unt  of  deliveries j  attested  by  the  command- 
egiment,  and  that  the  said  Clothier-General 
General  Assembly,  or  a  committee  thereof, 
e  of  all  monies  so  as  aforesaid  paid  into  his 
y  six  months  at  the  least. 

»  r-General  give  bond  to  the  State  Treasurer, 
Delaware  State,  with  one  or  more  good  and 
in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds,  lawful 
*d  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties 
red  of  him, 

■ation  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  officers 
nt>  and  to  encourage  the  continuance  thereof 
eh  officer  of  the  said  regiment,  who  by  a 
of  Congress  shall  be  entitled  to  half-pay  for 
years,  to  commence  at  the  end  of  the  present 
by  this  State  from  and  after  the  expiration  of 
rs  for  and  during  the  life  of  every  such  officer. 

er  of  the  said  regiment  who  shall  be  entitled 
t  of  the  half-pay,  agreeable  to  the  last  reso- 
bject  to  be  called  into  actual  service  at  such 
islature,   or,   in  their  recess,    the  Executive 
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"  power  of  the  State,  shall  deem  necessary ;  and  upoi 
1 '  lect  or  refusal  of  any  officer,  he  having  no  reasonah 
"to  be  judged  of  by  the  General  Assembly,  the  half- 
"said  of  every  such  officer  shall  be  discontinued  froir 
"  of  such  neglect  or  refusal. 

"That  the  widow  of  every  officer  of  the  said  regi 
"  hath  died  in  the  service  aforesaid  since  the  commen 
"the  present  war,  or  may  die  during  the  continuanc 
"shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive,  during  her  wide 
"  moiety  of  the  pay  which  such  officer  was  entitled  t< 
"the  service. 


JAS.  BOOT 
CVkofAss 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"Sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  several  beforementioned  bills,  respectively  sigr 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  were  read  and  1 
and  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Coun 
was  accordingly  done. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing 
Seal  to  the  same  bills,  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  sigi 
Speaker. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  speedy  recovery  of  public  debts, 
grossed,  was  read  and  compared,  and  ordered  to  be 
the  Speaker  ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  deliver  to  the  House  of 
the  last  mentioned  bill,  with  its  amendments,  in  order  1 
pared  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  that  House,  and  in 
that  Council  have  acceded  to  their  proposed  amen  dm  < 
same  bill,  and  have  accordingly  engrossed  it,  with  the 
of  the  Council  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same 
that  he  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the  several 
bills,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Co1 
their  several  amendments,  and  the  resolution  of  the 
Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  said  bills 
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for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  settle 
i  accounts,  and  the  resolutions  for  the  encour- 
:ers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  respectively 
Council. 

I  returned,  reported  the  delivery  and  return 
>ers  according  to  order. 

norrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Sunday,  A.  M.,  June  6th,  1779. 

Present  all  the  members. 

der, 

ig  an  additional  sum  of  four  hundred  and 
1  dollars  for  the  present  year,  by  a  general 
nd  time. 

iad  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  and  sundry 
roposed  and  agreed  to. 

he  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the 
>use  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence,  by 

I  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 

t clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
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Monday,  June  7tl 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  i 
except  Mr.  Bassett. 

Mr.  — ,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  dc 
the  Chair  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  sum  of  foui 
and  ninety-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  present  year, 
eral  tax  (with  its  amendments),  signed  by  the  Speal 
House  of  Assembly,  and  a  resolution  of  that  House  fc 
the  Great  Seal  thereto. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  foregoing  bill  was  read  and  compared,  and  ord< 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which  was  a< 
done. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing 
Seal  of  this  State  to  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  and  con 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of 
the  foregoing  bill  and  resolution,  respectively  sign* 
Speaker  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  return  of  the  above  papei 
ing  to  order. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  all  monies  in  the  hands  of  the  Com 
for  Forfeited  Estates  within  this  State  be  forthwith  pai 
State  Treasury,  together  with  their  accounts. 

Then  the  Council  took  into  consideration  the  accoun 
expenses  brought  in  for  the  service  of  the  State  at  the 
meeting  and  the  traveling  charges  of  their  members,  ai 
lowing  accounts  were  allowed,  viz  : 
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,  Esq.,  for  his  traveling  expenses 

ver,  as  per  account,  No.  i,  .    .    .  £  12    00 

q.,  for  ditto,  No.  2, 18    o  o 

j.,  for  ditto,  No.  3, 626 

1,  Esq.,  for  ditto,  No.  4,  .    .    .    .  600 

sq.,  for  ditto,  No.  5, 600 


48 
87 


2  6 
76 


t,  for  attending  the  General  As- 
,  149  days  ©js.  6d.,  &c,  No.  6, 
;,  for  his  services  as  Clerk  of  the 

16    2  6 

tarber's  bill,  No.  8, 5  10  o 

or  the  expenses  of  the  Council  at 

9, 540  19  8 


£698 
6 


2  2 

o  o 


;67<H    2  2 


e  Speaker  draw  an  order  on  the  Trustee  of 
the  County  of  Kent  for  the  sum  of  eighty- 
shillings  and  six  pence,  in  favor  of  Jonathan 
lat  he  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer 
im  of  six  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds  four- 
^ht  pence  in  favor  of  French  McNatt* 

lid  orders  were  immediately  drawn  and  signed 
adjourned  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  Septem- 


i  the  manuscript,  as  appears  by  the  preceding  allowance. 
F  the  assembling  of  the  Council  on  the  day  to  which  they 
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OF  THE 

.  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
,  on  Wednesday,  the  twentieth  day  of  October, 
r  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy - 
of  the  members  to  form  an  House  not  attending, 
urned  from  day  to  day  until  Friday,  the  22d  day 


Friday,  P.  M.,  October  22d,  1779. 

members  attended  in  the  Council,  viz  : 

He  County — Samuel  Patterson. 

nty — John  Baning,  Richard  Bassett. 

aunty — John  Clowes,  William  Conwell. 

the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of  New 
action  of  a  Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of  George 
ch  became  vacant  on  the  first  day  of  October  last 
g  laid  on  the  table,  it  appears  that  Richard  Cant- 
ilected  a  member  of  the  Council  for  the  County 
n  the  room  of  the  said  George  Read,  on  the  first 
instant 

appeared  in  the  Council. 

f  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 
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Kent  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  being  laid  on  tl 
appears  that  Thomas  Collins,  Esq.,  whose  seat  beca 
on  the  first  day  of  October  last  by  rotation,  was  reelect 
ber  of  the  Council  for  the  County  of  Kent,  on  the  fi 
this  instant,  October. 

Mr.  Collins  appeared  in  the  Council. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  < 
Sussex  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  being  laid  on  tl 
appears  that  William  Polk,  Esq.,  whose  seat  became 
the  first  day  of  October  last  by  rotation,  was  reelected 
of  the  Council  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  on  the  first  < 
instant,  October. 

Mr.  Polk  appeared  in  the  Council. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Sp< 
John  Clowes,  Esq.,  was  elected. 

The  Speaker  being  seated  in  the  Chair,  Mr.  Benjan 
was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  Benjamin  C 
pointed  Doorkeeper  and  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Messrs.  Cantwell,  Collins  and  Polk,  three  members 
the  last  general  election,  took  the  oath  and  subscribed 
ration  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  C 
of  this  State,  and  then  took  their  seats  in  the  Council. 
on  page  io."] 

Benjamin  Vining  appeared  in  the  Council,  took  th« 
subscribed  the  declaration  prescribed  by  the  22d  art 
Constitution  of  this  State,  and  also  took  the  oath  o 
Clerk  of  the  Council.     [See  note  on  page  //.] 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Collins  and  Patterson  be  a 
to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform  hi 
Council,  having  now  met,  desire  to  know  whether  his  1 
has  any  business  to  lay  before  them. 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  h 
on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  with  the  above  m< 
cording  to  order,  and  that  he  was  pleased,  in  answer,  t< 
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ti  he  had  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly 
by  his  Secretary,  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
m  to  the  Council. 

norrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 


Saturday,  October  23d,  1779. 
Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 

ber  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
ition  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  ap- 
mittee  for  Public  Accounts,  which,  by  order, 
le. 

be  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
bllows,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Friday,  P.  M.,  October  22d,  1779. 


Messrs.  Latimer,  Lockwood,  and  Young  be 
>ublic  Accounts,  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
ar,  and  that  Mr.  Peery  wait  on  the  Council, 
is  resolution,  and  propose  to  them  the  ap- 
tnmittee  of  their  body  to  join  with  the  com- 
ise  in  the  business  referred  to  them,  if  they 


*  minutes, 
ence 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CVk  of  Assembly." 


essrs.  Baning  and  Polk  be  appointed  a  com- 
>f  the  Council,  to  join  with  trie  committee  of 
ibly  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson  return  to  the  House  < 
the  above  resolution,  with  the  concurrence  and  app 
the  Council  thereto. 

Mr.  Patterson,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  h 
the  same,  according  to  order,  to  the  House  of  Assen 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitte 
ered  to  the  Chair  "A  bill  empowering  the  General  i 
this  State  to  adjourn  to,  and  sit  at,  any  town  or  plac 
same. ' ' 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  firs 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  tir 
graphs,  and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribe 
with  the  said  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  thei 
tion  and  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Patterson. 

Mr.  Patterson,  being  returned,  reported  the  return 
papers  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.>  October  2\ 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  o 
except  Mr.  Bassett. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitte^ 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  remonstrance  from  divers  inhabi 
County  of  Kent,  complaining  of  malpractices  at  the 
election  in  that  county,  accompanied  with  a  propos 
House  of  Assembly  that  the  Council  would  appoint  i 
of  their  body  to  join,  with  a  committee  of  the  House  o 
in  an  inquiry  into  the  facts  alleged  in  the  said  remons 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  remonstrance  and  pi 
severally  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  thereupi 
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Messrs.  Polk  and  Cantwell  be  a  committee,  on 
ncil,  to  join  with  the  committee  of  the  House 
inquiry  aforesaid. 

Ir.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
mstrance,  and  inform  them  that  the  Council 
ieir  proposal  of  a  joint  committee  to  inquire 
fed  in  the  said  remonstrance,  and  have  ap- 
part,  Messrs.  Polk  and  Cantwell  to  join  the 
touse  of  Assembly  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

y  clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

t.     Some  of  the  members  attending  on  the 
incil  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  October  26th,  1779. 
.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 

reported  the  delivery  of  the  paper  committed 

0  tne  order  of  yesterday. 

rk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
ired  to  the  Chair  a  paper  recommending  Ste- 
r  one  of  the  vacant  ensigncies  in  the  Delaware 
anied  with  a  recommendatory  letter  from  Maj. 
f  the  same  regiment,  to  the  Assembly  of  the 
favor  of  the  said  Stephen  McWilliam  ;  and 

1  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
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"Gentlemen: 

"The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  your  honor 
"that  both  Houses  meet  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  tr 
"in  the  afternoon,  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to 
"for  to  supply  the  place  of  second  Justice  of  the  Cou 
"mon  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of 
"vacant,  and  also  to  supply  one  of  the  vacant  ensigi 
"  Delaware  Regiment.     Dover,  Oct.  26,  1779/* 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  foregoing  papers  were  read,  and  the  following  s 
the  Council  to  the  above  verbal  message  of  the  Hous< 
bly  was  drawn  up  at  the  table,  and  agreed  to  be  sent  tc 
of  Assembly,  viz : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  have  received  your  verbal  message,  t 
meeting  of  the  two  Houses,  in  the  Council  Chambi 
o'clock  this  afternoon,  to  put  in  nomination  persons 
loted  for  to  supply  the  place  of  second  Justice  of  tJ 
Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of 
also  to  supply  one  of  the  vacant  ensigncies  in  the  Dela 
ment,  and  are  very  willing  to  meet  the  honorable  He 
sembly  for  the  above  purpose  at  the  time  and  place  pi 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  deliver  the  same  to  thi 
Assembly,  and  return  the  papers  recommending  St 
William  for  one  of  the  vacant  ensigncies  in  the  Dela 
ment. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P,  M. 


ted  the  delivery  of  the  foregoing  papers  corn- 
ling  to  order. 

sembly  then  met  the  Council  in  the  Council 
to  appointment,  to  put  in  nomination  per- 
Mr  to  supply  the  place  of  second  Justice  of  the 
Pleas  and  Orphans1  Court  for  the  County  of 
le  of  the  vacant  ensfgncies  in  the  Delaware 


[essrs.  Patterson,  Ridgely,  and  West  be  a 
n  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform 
al  Assembly  have  now  met  in  the  Council 
lomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for  to  sup- 
ond  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
t  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  request  his 
>oses  to  be  present  at  such  nomination. 

*ing  returned,  report  that  they  had  waited  at 
se  and  were  informed  that  he  was  absent,  and 
leliver  the  message  they  had  in  charge, 

;mbly  then  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of 
id  for  to  supply  the  vacancies  aforesaid,  and 
■sons  being  taken  down  for  the  consideration 
ras  resolved  that  the  General  Assembly  now 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  at  ten  o'clock  to- 
}  ballot  for  the  person  aforesaid  out  of  the 
Lamination.  Then  the  two  Houses  separated. 

mber  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
e  bill  empowering  the  General  Assembly  of 
to,  and  sit  at,  any  town  or  place  within  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  together 
and  its  amendments. 
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On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read,  con: 
ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  ; 
accordingly  done. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  October  27 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  or 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  empowering  the  General  A 
this  State  to  adjourn  to,  and  sit  at,  any  town  or  place 
same,  be  returned  by  Mr.  Polk  to  the  House  of  Assen 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  return  of  the  above  bill  a< 
order. 

The  House  of  Assembly  now  met  the  Council  in 
Chamber,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday,  for  the 
balloting  for  persons  to  supply  the  place  of  second  ju 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the 
Kent,  and  to  fill  one  of  the  vacant  ensigncies  in  th 
Regiment. 

The  General  Assembly  then  proceeded  to  ballot  i\ 
to  fill  the  latter  vacancy,  and  upon  examining  the  hi 
Reared  that  Stephen  Mc William  was  declared  duly 
of  the  ensigns  in  the  Delaware  Regiment. 

On  motion, 

Ordered  by  both  Houses,  That  Messrs.  Patterson 
and  Peery  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellenc 
sident,  and  acquaint  him  that  the  General  Assembly 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  to  elect  a  person  to  sup  pi; 
of  second  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  an 
Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  request  his  attends 
election,  if  he  thinks  proper. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DELAWARE  STATE,   I  779. 


451 


eing  returned,  reported  that  they  had  waited 
id  delivered  the  message  committed  to  them, 
nd  that  he  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to  say  that 
ly  attend  the  General  Assembly. 

:ended,  and  proceeded  with  the  General  As- 
a  person  to  supply  the  place  of  second  Jus- 
Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the 
I  upon  examining  the  ballots  it  appeared  that 
Esquire,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 


le  General  Assembly  now  separate. 

it  and  the  House  of  Assembly  withdrew,  and 
ed  till  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


*mber  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
te  bill  empowering  the  General  Assembly  of 
1  to,  and  sit  at,  any  town  or  place  within  the 
ion  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the 
tate  to  the  said  bill. 

>r  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from 
;ing  an  act  of  Congress  recommending  Thurs- 
)f  December  next,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of 
r,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
act  of  Congress. 

morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  October  28 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  or 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixin 
Seal  to  the  bill  empowering  the  General  Assembly  c 
to  adjourn  to,  and  sit  at,  any  town  or  place  within  the 
read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of  Assemb 
44  Wednesday,  P.  Mm  October  27 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in 
"the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  following  law,  t 
"act  empowering  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State 
44  to,  and  sit  at,  any  town  or  place  within  the  same,' 

44  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS,  BOO: 

4  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  O'k  of  A* 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  message,  and  the  act  of  Congress 
ferred  to,  were  severally  read,  and  the  said  message  i: 
to  wit : 

4  4  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

44 1  have  just  received,  by  express,  an  act  of  Conj 
44  the  20th  instant,   recommending   to  the  several 
4 'Thursday,  the  ninth  day  of  December  next,  be  1 
44  day  of  public  Thanksgiving,  which  act  I  have  \ 
"  Secretary  to  lay  before  your  Honors. 

44  Dover,  October  27,  1779.  C^SAR  RO 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  founded 
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ss,  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  in  these 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Wednesday,  P.  M.,  October  27,  1779. 

jumed  the  consideration  of  the  act  of  Con- 
ing Thursday,  the  ninth  day  of  December 
•ved  as  a  day  of  public  Thanksgiving ;  and 

Thursday,  the  ninth  day  of  December  next, 
r  appointed  to  be  observed  throughout  this 
public  and  solemn  Thanksgiving  to  Almighty 
les,  and  of  prayer  for  the  continuance  of  His 
tion  to  these  United  States,  and  for  the  other 
said  act  recommended  ;  and  that  his  Excel- 
nt  of  this  State,  be  requested,  by  his  procla- 
1  the  same  accordingly  throughout  the  same, 
wentieth  day  of  November  next. 


e  minutes, 
rence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
Cly  k  of  Assembly." 


t.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
mpowering  the  General  Assembly  to  adjourn 
Dwn  or  place  within  the  State,  with  the  reso- 
be  Great  Seal  thereto,  respectively  signed  by 
:  Council,  and  also  the  President's  message, 
is  therein  referred  to,  and  the  resolution  of 
mbly  founded  thereon,  concurred  in  by  the 

>rted  the  delivery  of  the  above  papers  accord- 


o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admittec 
livered  to  the  Chair  the  remonstrance  complaining  of 
tices  at  the  last  general  election  for  Kent  County,  togc 
the  lists  of  persons  who  voted  at  the  said  election,  &c. 

Mr.  Young,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  a 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  papers  recommending  Stephen  M 
for  one  of  the  ensigncies  in  the  Delaware  Regiment, 
with  an  order  from  the  House  of  Assembly  for  making 
delivering  a  copy  of  the  appointment  of  the  said  Stej 
William  to  the  President,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  t 
of  War,  in  order  that  a  commission  may  issue  to  the  sai< 
McWilliam. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  above  mentioned  order  oft 
of  Assembly  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time, 
amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
above  papers  accompanying  the  said  order,  to  the  Hou 
sembly,  by  Mr.  Cantwell. 

The  committee  of  the  Council  appointed  to  join  wit 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  in  making  an  inquln 
facts  alleged  in  a  remonstrance,  addressed  to  the  Hou 
sembly,  complaining  of  undue  practices  at  the  last  gen 
tion  in  Kent  County,  now  delivered  their  report  at  1 
which,  by  order,  was  read. 

Mr.  Stidham,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  s 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  divers  inhabitants  of  tr 
of  New  Castle,  praying  that  measures  may  be  taken  t< 
engrossing  and  forestalling,  and  for  an  amendment  to  t 
law. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  t 
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%  the  making  an  inquiry  into  the  facts  alleged 
addressed  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  com- 
ractices  at  the  last  general  election  in  Kent 
>on  the  same  was  rejected  ;  and 

e  Council,  for  the  dispatch -of  public  business, 
d  in  the  proposal  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
nittee,  to  join  with  a  committee  of  their  hon- 
le  subject  matter  of  the  said  remonstrance, 
use  of  Assembly,  without  having  given  that 
ection  of  the  said  remonstrance  that  might 

at  a  message  be  drawn  up  at  the  table  and 
'  Assembly,  signifying  the  impropriety  of  the 
a  up  the  said  business. 

accordingly  ;  and  the  same,  being  read  and 
ws,  to  wit : 


the  dispatch  of  business  and  in  compliance 
id,  on  the  twenty-fifth  inst.,  appoint  Messrs. 
committee,  to  join  with  a  committee  of  your 
an  inquiry  into  the  facts  alleged  in  the  re- 
l  particularly  to  your  honorable  House)  com- 
ractices  at  the  last  general  election  in  Kent 
cil,  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  Constitution, 
ualification  and  election  of  their  own  mem- 
members  of  the  House  of  Assembly  ;  and  as 
Idress  themselves  particularly  to  your  honor- 
mcil  cannot  think  themselves  bound  thereby 
:tion  of  their  members. 

»f  Council. 


*>  1779- 


JOHN  CLOWES,  Speaker. 


Polk,  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question 
lessage  should  be  approved  of  by  the  Council 
allows,  viz : 

.  Collins,  Mr.  Patterson,  Mr.  Cantwell,  Mr. 
.  Polk,  Mr.  Conwell. 
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Carried  in  the  affirmative  ;  and  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  said  message  be  transcribed  ai 
gether  with  the  said  remonstrance  and  papers  relative 
the  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr,  Patterson. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  therec 
to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  against  forestalling  and  engrossing,  8u 
the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.T  October  25 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  or 

Mr.  Cantwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  p 
mitted  to  him,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  against  engrossing  and  forestalling,  &c 
the  second  time  and  postponed  for  further  consideratu 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Dl 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Bassett  appeared  in  the  Council. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  order  for  transmitting  a  copy  o(i 
ment  of  Stephen  McWilliam  to  fill  one  of  the  vacant 
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riment  to  the  Board  of  War,  &c,  with  the 
td  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the 
which  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  fol- 

)F  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 
"Friday,  P.  M.,  October  29,  1779. 

l  copy  of  the  appointment  of  Stephen  Mc- 
*  of  the  vacant  ensigncies  in  the  Delaware 
:  out  and  delivered  to  the  President,  and  that 
requested  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  Board 
fiat  a  commission  may  issue  to  the  said  Ste- 
to  bear  date  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  this 

;  same,  with  its  amendments,  be  returned  to 
>ly,  with  the  concurrence  of  Council  thereto, 

led,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 

Borrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  October  30th,  1779. 
Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


ember  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
an  answer  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to 
Council  of  the  28th  instant. 
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The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  : 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  the  exp 
General  Assembly,  and  also  a  resolution  of  that  Houi 
the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly  to  the  T 
mington. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  answer  from  the  House 
to  the  Council's  message  of  the  28th  inst.  was  read  ti 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of 
Assembly  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  seconc 
curred  in,  arid  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Ass 
"  Saturday,  Octobei 

"Whereas  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  o 
"  passed  at  Dover  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  June,  o 
"seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  making  provisio 
"ing  the  reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  the  Genei 
"of  this  State,  and  also  the  Clerk  of  each  House  th< 
"the  sessions  of  the  same,  and  in  coming  thereto  and 
"from,  is  now  expired  ;  and  whereas  the  present  incj 
"of  the  necessaries  of  life  will  render  the  payment  o 
"ses  incurred  by  the  General  Assembly  at  their  prei 
"very  burthensome  to  the  members  thereof,  if  the 
"defray  the  same  out  of  their  private  fortunes,  and  ai 
"unreasonable,  unjust,  and  contrary  to  the  equitabl 
1 4  the  good  people  of  this  State  ;  therefore 

"Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  an 
1  *  Assembly  of  this  State  respectively  be  and  they 
* '  empowered  to  draw  their  respective  orders  on  the 
"the  Loan  Offices  of  this  State,  or  the  State  Treas 
"expenses  incurred  by  each  House  at  the  present  5 
"the  same  shall  be  allowed  on  settlement  of  said 
"Treasurer's  accounts  in  the  General  Assembly,  o 
1  *  mittee  for  that  purpose  to  be  appointed. 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
1 '  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOC 
Crko/A 


Digitized  by 


Google 


£  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  779.  459 

der, 

the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  adjournment 
mbly  to  the  Town  of  Wilmington  was  read 


he  same  was  read  the  second  time,  concurred 
viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  P.  M.,  October  30,  1779. 


the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  will  meet 
ilmington,  in  New  Castle  County,  on  the  day 
*nt  sessions  may  be  adjourned,  and  there  sit 
blic  business! 


e  minutes, 
rence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
Cly k  of  Assembly." 


.  Bassett,  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
*ring  in  the  above  resolution,  they  are  as  fol- 

ve — Mr.  Patterson,  Mr.  Cantwell,  Mr.  Con- 

-Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Collins. 

rmative. 

\  Bassett  for  leave  of  absence,  the  same  was 

der,  the  answer  from  the  House  of  Assembly 
ssage  of  the  28th  instant  was  read  the  second 
vs,  viz : 


>ur  message  of  the  28th  instant,  setting  forth 
for  the  dispatch  of  business  and  in  compliance 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  did,  on  the  25th 
[essrs.  Polk  and  Cantwell  a  committee  to  join, 
of  this  House,  in  an  inquiry  into  the  facts  al- 
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'  leged  in  the  remonstrance  complaining  of  undue 

*  the  last  general  election  in  Kent  County,  by  not  sfc 
'  steps  taken  by  the  two  Houses  previous  to  the  app< 
'  your  members  as  above  mentioned,  impliedly,  at  le 
1  some  degree  of  censure  on  this  House,  for  it  mus 
'  stood  from  your  said  message  that  the  remonstranc 
'  tion  to  be  directed  particularly  to  the  House  of  Asj 
'  not  delivered  to  your  honorable  House  with  the  pi 

*  request,  as  you  are  pleased  to  term  it),  but  some  til 
'  appointment  aforesaid  had  taken  place,  the  contra 
'you  well  know  to  be  the  fact.  Your  acquaintanc 
'  title  or  address,  as  well  as  the  contents  of  said  rei 
'might  have  furnished  your  House,  in  the  first  im 
'  the  reasons  you  appear  at  last  to  act  upon. 

41  In  answer  to  the  other  part  uf  your  message  this 
'  only  add,  that  they  do  not  presume  to  dispute  yoi 
'  right,  under  the  section  of  the  Constitution  pointed 
'  message,  to  judge  of  the  qualification  and  election  c 
'  members,  and  to  determine  what  obligations  you  a 
'scrutinize  the  election  of  such  members  ;  but  we  woi 
'  that  every  report  to  a  House  of  Representatives  c 
'considered  and  determined  on,  yet  you  certainly  ] 
'  mine  how  binding  that  obligation  is  on  your  body. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

'SIMON  KOLLOCK, 

"Dover,  October  30,  1779." 

And  thereupon  the  following  verbal  message  ftgm 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  was  sent  to  the  House  of 
viz: 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  are  well  disposed  to  give  all  the  disp 
public  business  in  their  power,  and  are  sorry  they  find 
constrained,  from  the  message  just  now  received,  to 
is  their  duty  in  future  to  be  more  particular  with  res 
transacting  business  proposed  by  your  House.  The 
not  conceive  they  have  time  presently  to  give  your  st 
sage  of  this  afternoon  an  answer,  but  flatter  themselve 


Digitized  by 


Google 


:  DELAWARE  STATE,   1779-  46 1 

I 

manner  satisfactory  not  only  to  themselves 
mts. 

e  said  message  and  the  two  last  preceding 
red  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Cant- 
Tence  of  the  Council  to  the  said  resolutions 


rted  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

:mber  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
esolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empow- 
>f  the  two  Houses  to  draw  their  order  on  the 
Eavor  of  George  Craghead,  Esquire,  for  two 
id  also  the  resolutions  of  that  House  for  con- 


rder,  the  foregoing  resolution  empowering 
two  Houses  to  draw  their  order  on  the  State 
>f  George  Craghead,  Esquire,  &c,  was  read 

le  same  was  read  the  second  time,  concurred 
viz: 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Saturday,  October  30,  1779. 


the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of 
they  are  hereby  empowered  to  draw  their 

:e  Treasurer  in  favor  of  George  Craghead, 

Seneral  of  this  State,  for  two  thousand  dol- 
said  George  Craghead  is  to  be  accountable 

lembly. 


;  minutes, 
ence. 

der, 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CV  k  of  Assembly." 


\  the  House  of  Assembly  for  continuing  the 
read  the  first  time. 
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By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  the  second 
curred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly,  October 

"Whereas  an  embargo,  prohibiting  the  exportati* 
"rye,  flour,  Indian  corn,  bread,  beef,  bacon,  live  st 
"other  provisions,  hath  been  laid  and  continued  ft 
1 '  time  within  this  State  ;  and  whereas  Congress  hav 
"  that  the  same  may  be  still  further  continued  ;  there 

" Resolved >  That  his  Excellency,  the  President,  b 
' '  to  issue  his  proclamation  continuing  the  same  until 
"of  December  next,  stricdy  prohibiting  the  carrying 
"State  live  stock  or  pork,  except  for  the  use  of  th 
"army. 

"Resolved  also,  That  the  President  be  authorized  s 
'  *  ered  to  grant  such  permission  to  persons  living  with 
' '  to  export  so  much  grain  or  flour,  in  bottoms  belor 
"inhabitants  of  the  same,  as  to  him  may  seem  exp 
1 '  vided  satisfactory  security  be  given  to  him  that  tl 
' '  permitted  to  load  and  carry  away  as  aforesaid  do 
"sell  the  cargoes  by  them  imported  to  retailers  and 
' '  within  this  State. 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOO' 
CVkofA. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  two  last  reso 
the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto  respectively,  t< 
of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery 
cording  to  order. 

Then  the  following  accounts,  brought  in  for  the  < 
the  Council  and  their  Clerk  during  their  present  se 
allowed,  viz : 

To  Samuel  Patterson,  Esq.,  as  per  account,  No.  1,  .  ; 
To  Richard  Cantwell,  Esq.,      "  "        No.  2,  . 

To  William  Conwell,  Esq.,       "  "        No.  3,  . 


Carried  over*, 
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wers    .    .    . ^     36  10  o 

Esq*,   as  per  account,    No-  4,  .    .  850 

Esq,,  No*  5,  , 

Esq.,  A1         No.  6,  . 

tig,  as  Clerk  of  the  Council,  No,  7, 
1,  as  per  account,  No.  8t     .    . 
,       "  "         No.  9,     -    - 


the  Speaker  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Trea- 
id  sum  of  ^1482  :  iS  ;  o,   in  favor  of  French 

!  said  order  was  immediately  drawn  and  signed 

icil  adjourned  until  Monday,  the  29th  day  of 
Lt  the  Town  of  Wilmington. 
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^ND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

)F  THE  DELAWARE  STATE, 


ID  SESSION,    NOV.— DEC.,   1779. 


lmington,  Monday,  November  29,  1779. 

the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Wilmington,  in 
,  on  Monday,  the  29th  day  of  November,  in 
d  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy* 
ent,  a  sufficient  number  of  the  members  to 
ittendtng,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to 
the  fourth  day  of  December,  1779, 


Saturday ,  A.  MM  December  4th,  1779. 
Present  the  following  members,  viz  : 
?&unty — Samuel  Patterson,  Peter  Hyatt,  Rich- 

— Richard  Bassett,  John  Baning. 

■niy — The  Honorable  John  Clowes,  William 

f  took  into  consideration  the  answer  from  the 
r,  of  the  30th  of  October,  to  a  message  from 
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the  Council  of  the  28th  of  the  same  month ,  and  a 
answer  thereto  was  drawn  up  at  the  table,  and,  by 
Deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  to  o'clock- 


Monday,  December  € 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  or 
except  Mr.  Bassett. 

Ordered,  That  the  minutes  of  this  meeting  be  read 

Which  was  accordingly  done  ;  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  will  meet  punctually  at 
in  the  moraine  and  sit  till  one  o'clock  ;  that  they  will 
at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and  sit  not  longer  thar 
in  the  evening. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock* 


Tuesday,  AM,,  December  j 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  01 
and  also  Messrs.  Polk  and  Collins. 

Messrs.  Polk  and  Collins,  in  their  respective  places, 
excuses  for  their  non-attendance  at  an  earlier  date  in  1 
which  were  admitted. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


lember  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
a  message  from  the  President  to  the  General 
sundry  acts  of  Congress,  therein  referred  to, 
be  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to 
age  and  papers  were  referred. 

der, 

message,  and  its  inclosures,  "were  severally 
lessage  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

General  Assembly : 

itting  of  the  Legislature  I  have  received  the 
Congress,  which  merit  your  attention,  to  wit : 
snth  of  June  last,  one  recommending  to  the 
drivers  of  waggons  from  Militia  duties  while 
ler  for  ascertaining  their  wages ;  two  of  the 
ily,  one  for  regulating  the  Hide  Department, 

better  preservation  of  buildings  and  other 
ig  to  the  United  States ;  one  of  the  seven- 

on  the  subject  of  further  provisions  for  the 
twenty-first  of  the  same  month,  on  the  sub- 
> ;  one  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  same  month, 
5  on  the  inland  trade  between  the  States;  and 
ith  of  September,  for  providing  clothing  for 
ikewise,  a  circular  letter  from  the  President 
d  the  ninth  instant,  inclosing  divers  acts  of 
xth  and  seventh,  for  supplying  the  Continen- 
I  of  which  I  have  directed  tne  Secretary  to 
onors,  for  your  perusal  and  consideration. 

inform  the  General  Assembly  that  since  the 
law  for  laying  an  embargo,  I  have,  with  the 
vy  Council  and  at  the  request  of  Congress, 
ime  to  time,  the  prohibition  contained  in  the 
1  order  therein  may  be  taken  by  the  Legisla- 
deem  expedient. 
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"Its  being  acknowledged  that  a  well-regulated  N 
( '  posed  of  the  substantial  inhabitants,  is  the  best  se 
"free  State,  and  the  inattention  to  the  discharge  of 
"  by  great  numbers  of  the  subjects  of  this  State,  ind 
"recommend  to  your  Honors'  consideration  such  a 
* '  to  the  Militia  law  as  may  tend  to  answer  the  good  p 
* '  tended  by  the  act 

"Gentlemen — The  provision  heretofore  made  for  t 
1 '  exercise  of  civil  government,  from  the  present  depre 
' '  of  our  currency,  is  so  inadequate  to  the  services  enj< 
"that  I  fear,  from  the  information  riven  me  by  the  C 
"a  general  neglect  of  duty  will  take  place,  unless  s< 
"provision  is  made.  I  am  therefore  induced  to  re< 
* '  matter  so  necessary  to  the  safety  and  well-being  < 
"to  your  Honors'  serious  consideration. 

"Dover,  October  22d,  1779.  CiESAR  RO 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assei 
above  message  and  its  inclosures,  was  read  the  first  ti 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  several  reports  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Publi 
of  the  29th  May  and  5th  June,  1779,  were  read  the  s 
and  divers  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to 

Ordered,  That  the  said  reports,  and  the  public  a< 
vouchers  whereon  the  said  reports  were  founded,  wit] 
cribed  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council, 
Mr.  Conwell,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordii 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  December  8th,  1779. 

Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

der, 

?  committee  appointed  to  state  an  account  of 
s  State  on  behalf  of  the  Continent,  was  read 
unined  and  agreed  to. 

e  same  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  and  sent  to 
ibly  by  Mr.  Baning. 

•ned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

der, 

message  of  the  22d  October  last,  and  its  in- 
a  second  time,  and  the  report  of  the  com- 
1  of  Assembly  thereon  was  also  read  a  second 

t.  Polk  return  the  above  message  and  its  in- 
;  act  of  Congress  of  the  19th  November  last 
ation  of  prices)  and  the  last  mentioned  report, 
jsembly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council 

eturned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accord- 

3er  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
U  to  prevent  forestalling  and  engrossing,  and 
herein  mentioned.' ' 

•der, 

nt  forestalling  and  engrossing,  &c. ,  was  read 

/clock,  P.  M. 
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EODEM  E 


The  Council  met. 


By  special  order,  the  bill  to  prevent  forestalling  a 
ing,  &c. ,  was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to 
and  Messrs.  Collins  and  Patterson,  to  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitte 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  for  the  ; 
of  a  committee  to  settle  and  adjust  the  State  Treasure! 
which,  by  order,  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as 

"  In  the  House  of  Assemb 
"  Wednesday,  A.  M.,  December  I 
"On  motion, 

"  Resolved %  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appoin 
"and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  State  Treasurer, 
"  their  report  forthwith.  The  members  appointed  or 
"this  House  are  Mr.  Vandyke  and  Mr.  Barratt. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOO 

'  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CV  k  of  A 

And  thereupon  the  Council  appoint,  on  their  par 
to  join  with  the  said  committee  of  the  House  of  Asse 
above  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  foregoing 
with  the  concurrence  and  appointment  of  the  Coui 
to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordi] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
of  supplement  to  an  act  entided  "An  act  for  the  nn 
speedy  recovery  of  small  debts, "  the  same  was  grai 
bill  for  that  purpose  being  laid  on  the  table,  was,  by 
the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  Friday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  December  10th,  1779. 

Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs. 
I  Paterson. 

whom  the  bill  to  prevent  forestalling  and  en- 
referred,  now  reported  sundry  amendments 
by  order,  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

e  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  said 
:  Assembly  for  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Con  well. 

■'  clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  committed 
\  order. 

der, 

of  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
peedy  recovery  of  small  debts, ' '  was  read  the 
eed  to. 

r.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 

I  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

lember  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
^  bill  for  the  introducing  economy  in  the  pur- 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  of  America," 
s  read  the  first  time. 

morrow  morning  at  10  o'  clock. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  December  i 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  01 
and  also  Mr.  Bassett. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  introducing  economy  in  the  purchas 
for  the  army,  &c,  was  read  the  second  time  and 
Messrs.  Bassett,  Collins  and  Polk,  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hyatt,  for  leave  of  absence  till  M 
noon  next,  the  same  was  granted  to  him. 

Mr.  Adams,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitte< 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  to  prevent  forestalling  and 
&c. ,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  C 
tially  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and 
ment  proposed  by  that  House  to  the  same  bill. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  D 


The  Council  met. 


The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  for  introducing 
the  purchasing  supplies  for  the  army,  &c. ,  was  referr 
ported  divers  amendments  to  the  same,  which, -by 
read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribe 
with  the  said  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  con< 
Mr.  Polk. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  there* 
to  order. 
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took  into  consideration  such  of  their  amend - 
prevent  forestalling  and  engrossing,  &c,  as 
the  House  of  Assembly,  and  rescinded  their 
ad  proposed  some  amendments  to  the  addi- 
>roposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

c,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 

the  introducing  economy  in  the  purchasing 

my,    &c,    with  the  amendments  proposed 

icil  disagreed  to  in  the  whole  by  the  House 

nday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  December  13th,  1779. 

Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs. 
md  Hyatt. 

into  consideration  the  amendments  proposed 
for  introducing  economy  in  the  purchasing 
ly,  &c.?  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
•  some  time  spent  thereon  receded  from  the 

e  foregoing  bill,  and  the  bill  to  prevent  forc- 
ing, &c. ,  with  their  respective  amendments, 
.  Cantwell,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  with 
re  from  the  Council  to  the  House  of  Assem- 


ceive  the  bills  to  prevent  forestalling  and 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  and  for 

iy  in  the  purchasing  supplies  for  the  Army 
of  America,  to  be  very  useful  and  important 
do  not  view  the  amendments  proposed  by 

by  you  of  such  consequence  as  to  delay  the 

lerefore,  rather  than  they  should  be  delayed, 
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minOtes  of  the  council  of 


the  Council  recede  from  their  proposed  amendments, 
beg  leave  to  observe,  that  with  respect  to  their  last 
proposed  to  the  bill  for  introducing  economy  in  the 
supplies,  &c,  they  are  still  strongly  impressed  with 
the  propriety  and  usefulness  of  the  said  amendment 
appears  to  them  that  one  great  design  of  the  said  bi 
officers  under  it  should  not  make  use  of  the  public 
their  own  private  emolument  or  advantage,  and  thai 
oath  of  the  party  to  that  purpose  they  consider  a  stroi 
more  likely  to  prevent  a  breach  of  the  law  in  that  ii 
any  other  thing.  The  Council  would  therefore  wis 
orable  House  would  reconsider  the  said  amendmer 
should  appear  in  the  same  point  of  view  to  you  a 
them,  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  readily  accede  to 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Council, 

JOHN  CLOWES, 

Wilmington,  December  13,  1779. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodeai  C 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Cantwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  pap 
ted  to  him  according  to  order. 

Messrs.  Patterson  and  Hyatt  appeared  in  the  Cour 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  December  14th,  1779. 
Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Baning. 

Bassett,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  by  way 
1  act  for  making  perpetual  a  former  act  enti- 
:  amending  the  laws  relating  to  testamentary 
better  settling  intestates'  estates,  &c.,M  the 
md  a  supplement  for  this  purpose  being  laid 
/  order,  read  the  first  time. 

iber  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
>plementary  bill  to  the  act  for  the  more  easy 
of  small  debts,  with  divers  amendments  pro- 
1  House  of  Assembly. 

r  also  presented  to  the  Chair  an  address  from 
Delaware  Regiment,  and  two  addresses  from 
I,  of  the  nth  and  14th  instant,  with  a  resolu- 
f  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  fifteen  thou- 
Clothier-General,  to  be  by  him  applied  in 
ling  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  Delaware 

William  McKennan,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Dela- 
s  also  presented  to  the  Chair  by  the  same 
solution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the 
/o  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  three  pence, 
aid  account. 

»r  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
ouse  of  Assembly,  viz  : 


Assembly  have  appointed  Messrs.  Stidham, 
fs  to  view  and  report  the  situation  and  condi- 
cs  and  works  at  the  fort  on  Christiana  Creek, 
ou  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  your 
ti  in  that  business,  if  your  honorable  House 
cessary." 
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On  motion,  the  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for 
easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,  and  the  ai 
proposed  tnereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  were  re; 
time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  address  of  the  officers  of 
ware  Regiment  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  several  addresses  of  the  Clothier-General  of 
containing  an  estimate  of  the  monies  necessary  to  carr 
cution  the  resolves  of  the  General  Assembly  for  cloth 
officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  the  resolut 
House  of  Assembly,  for  the  payment  of  fifteen  thousa 
to  the  Clothier-General,  founded  thereon,  were  rea 
time. 

By  special  order  the  said  resolution  was  read  the  s< 
and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of  Assemj 
"A.  M.,  December  14! 

ki Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  by  the  Speaks 
"  Houses  on  the  State  Treasurer,  for  the  sum  of  fiftee: 
"  pounds,  in  favor  of  George  Craghead,  Esq.t  Clothi 
"  of  this  State,  to  be  by  him  applied  in  completing  tl 
"allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  ai 
"plus  thereof,  if  any,  in  procuring  the  monthly  suppli 
"to  the  said  officers,  in  addition  to  the  fourteen  hundi 
"  quarterly  heretofore  granted  by  the  General  Assenxl 
"  nishing  the  said  supplies  ;  the  said  George  Cragheac 
"countable  for  the  expenditure  of  the  said  sum. 


' '  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"  Sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion,  by  order, 


JAS,  BOOT 
Cl'k  ofAsi 


The  account  of  William  McKennan  was  read,  cons 
allowed,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Asseml 
payment  of  the  same  was  also  read  the  first  time. 
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the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
these  words,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Tuesday,  P.  M.,  December  14,  1779. 

Villiam  McKennan,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Dela- 
nras  presented  to  the  Chair,  and,  by  order, 

the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order 
mrer,  for  the  sum  of  sixty-two  pounds  eleven 
1  pence,  in  favor  of  Lieutenant  McKennan,  in 
lid  account. 


e  minutes, 
rence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
Cly  k  of  Assembly." 


e  foregoing,  account,  the  several  before-men- 
the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and 
leral,  and  the  resolutions  founded  thereon, 
e  of  the  Council  thereto,  be  returned,  by  Mr. 
of  Assembly,  with  the  following  verbal  mes- 
cil,  viz  : 


e  agreed  to  your  proposal  of  appointing  a 
four  committee,  to  view  and  report  the  situ- 
1  of  the  barracks  and  works  at  the  fort  on 
ind  thereupon 

essrs.  Peter  Hyatt  and  William  Conwell  be  a 
•our  committee,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

I  the  delivery  of  the  papers  committed  to  him 
morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.p  December  15 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration   the  a 
proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  supplen 
for  the   more  easy  and  speedy   recovery  of  small 
agreed  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  and  its  amendments  be 
House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Collins. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereo: 
to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  for  making  perpetual  a  form 
tied  "An  act  for  the  amending  the  laws  relating  to  te 
affairs,  &c.,M  was  read  the  second  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  third  time  by  \ 
debated,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to 
of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Bassett. 

The  supplementary  bill  for  the  more  easy  and  speec 
of  small  debts  was  returned  by  the  Clerk  of  the  He 
sembly.     Ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EODEM  Dl 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Baning  appeared  in  the  Council  and  took  his  se 

Mr.  Bassett  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers 
to  him,  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  December  16,  1779. 

Present  all  the  members. 

rder, 

to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  more  easy 
y  of  small  debts,"  being  engrossed,  was  read 

[r.  Bassett  for  leave  of  absence  until  Monday 
granted  to  him. 

y clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


ember  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
tie  report  of  the  joint  committee  of  June  5th, 
ldments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  dis- 
iole  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

er  also  delivered  the  report  of  the  joint  corn- 
May,  1779,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by 
d  to  iri  the  whole  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

ir  also  delivered  a  petition  from  Geo.  Adams, 
is  an  inhabitant  of  that  part  of  Sussex  County 
>nged  to  Maryland,  and  praying  leave  to  bring 
;f  in  extending  to  his  particular  case  an  act  of 
Delaware  State  authorizing  the  removal  of  all 
the^courts  of  law  in  Maryland  into  the  courts 
,  &c. ,  with  a  bill  for  amending  an  act  entitled 
act  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more 
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effectual  ascertaining  and  fixing  the  limits  of  the  seve 
within  this  Government,  &c,       and  the  following  n 

"A  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  ti 
4 '  Gentlemen  : 

"The  House  of  Assembly  have  taken  into  < 
1 '  your  amendments  proposed  to  the  report  of  the  Jc 
"  tee  of  Accounts  of  the  fifth  day  of  June,  1779,  anc 
1 '  to  discover  the  reasons  which  induced  your  hone 
"to  propose  the  first,  unless  the  difference  betweer 
"therein  and  the  sum  in  the  voucher,  being  six  pc 
' '  teen  shillings  and  five  pence,  should  have  caused  s 
"  ment ;  if  so,  it  is  equal  to  that  difference.  But  tl 
"  informed  by  their  committee  that  the  committee  re 
"faction  thereon  from  Mr.  Carty,  who  attended  then 
4 '  of  examination. 

"As  to  the  second  amendment — this  House  are  ] 
1 1  was  the  intention  of  the  Assembly,  at  the  time  of 
"account,  to  allow  Mr.  Watson  equal  for  his  servic 
"  lowance  made  in  like  cases  to  tie  Sheriffs  of  Ke 
"  Castle  Counties,  and  also  are  of  opinion  that  that 
"instance,  been  done. 

"  No  answer  is  necessary  to  your  third  amendmen 
"  to  observe  that  it  is  consequent  on  the  other  two. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

"  SIMON  KOLLGCK, 

"Wilmington,  December  15,  1779." 

The  Council  now  reconsidered  the  amendments 
them  to  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Ace 
5th  of  June,  1779,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House  c 
and  after  some  time  spent  thereon  receded  from  their 
ments. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  report  and  amendments  \* 
the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  CantwelL* 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  or 
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ier, 

eorge  Adams,  and  the  bill  for  amending  an 
lementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for 
certaining  and  fixing  the  limits  of  the  several 
Government,  &c./  "  were  severally  read  the 


lie  same  were  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
ikis and  Polk,  to  report  thereon. 

norrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  December  17th,  1779. 

Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Bassett. 

:mber  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  laid 
tie  sum  of  ^134  :  1  .4,  being  the  two-thirds 
>  Joseph  Gregg  by  Daniel  Cloud,  which,  by 
me  by  the  said  debtor  to  the  administratrix 
Gregg  and  her  refusal  thereof,  became  for- 
aereeable  to  an  act  of  General  Assembly, 
February,  1777,  for  establishing  the  Bills  of 
igress,  &c. ,  with  a  certificate  of  the  commis- 
m  to  the  said  administratrix,  the  deposition 
Dving  the  tender  and  refusal  aforesaid,  and  a 
iuse  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  the  said 
Veasury  by  the  County  Treasurer. 

Ier,  the  above  papers  were  read  the  first  time. 

the  same  were  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
nins and  Patterson,  to  report  thereon. 

whom  the  petition  of  George  Adams  and  the 
act  entided  "A  supplementary  act  to  the  act 
the  more  effectual  ascertaining  and  fixing  the 
i  Counties  within  this  Government,  &c.,,M 
reported  that  they  had  examined  and  con- 
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sidered  the  said  petition  and  bill,  and  had  agreed  to  1 
which  said  report  was  approved  of,  and  the  bill  passe 
cil. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  said  petition  at 
House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  I 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  E 


The  Council  met. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
effectually  to  prevent  non-jurors  and  other  dlsquali 
from  voting  at  any  election  within  this  State,  and  fo 
poses  therein  mentioned,"  the  same  was  granted,  a 
this  purpose  being  laid  on  the  table,  was,  by  order,  r 
time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  t 
ferred  to  Messrs.  Hyatt,  Collins  and  Patterson,  to  ref 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o*  clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  December  1 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  o 

The  committee  to  whom  the  resolution  of  the  H 
sembly  for  the  payment  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  - 
one  shilling  and  four  pence  (and  the  papers  attendin 
into  the  State  Treasury,  was  referred,  now  reported  tl 
examined  and  considered  the  above  mentioned  pape 
satisfied  as  to  the  legality  of  the  tender  made  by  the 
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d  resolution  was  concurred  in  by  the  Council, 
riz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Thursday,  P.  M.,  December  16,  1779. 

,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  New  Castle  County,  laid 
se  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  pounds  one 
r  pence,  being  the  two-thirds  part  of  a  debt 
Jregg  by  Daniel  Cloud,  and  tendered  by  the 
the  administratrix  of  the  said  Joseph  Gregg, 
fiisal  thereof,  became  forfeited  to  the  State, 
act  of  General  Assembly,  passed  the  22d  day 
77,  for  establishing  the  Bills  of  Credit  issued 

t  the  said  Treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the 
to  the  hands  of  the  State  Treasurer. 

he  minutes. 

irrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
Cl'k  of  Assembly." 


Mr.  Cantwell  return  the  foregoing  resolution, 
le  Council,  with  the  money  and  papers  accom- 
to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

ported  the  delivery  of  the  above  according  to 
o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
et  and  adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10 
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Monday,  A.  M.,  December  20 

The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  o 
last. 

Some  of  the  members  attending  on  committees,  t 
adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EODEM  Dl 


The  Council  met. 


The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  to  prevent  non- 
other  disqualified  persons  from  voting  at  an  election 
State,  now  requested  a  further  time  to  consider  and  re 
on,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  an 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  raising  one  million  three  hundre 
thousand  dollars  in  the  Delaware  State,  between  the 
February  and  the  first  day  of  October  in  the  year  on 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  for  other  purposes  th 
tioned,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  West,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assemb 
inatine  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  the 
and  also  as  Purchasers  for  the  Army  of  the  United  Sta 
by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  one  million  three  hundred  and 
sand  dollars,  &c,  was  read  the  second  time  and  refe 
Speaker  and  Messrs.  Collins  and  Cantwell,  to  report  t 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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The  resolution  for  nominating  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as 
Delegates  to  Congress,  &c,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  an 
amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Polk,  together  with 
the  foregoing  resolution. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  December  21,  1779. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  committees 
for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  several  General  Loan  Offices. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  resolution  for  nominating 
persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  the  Congress,  &c,  with 
the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  rejected  by  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  an  amendment  proposed  by  that  House 
to  the  said  resolution. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  view 
and  report  the  situation  of  the  barracks  and  works  at  the  fort  on 
Christiana  Creek,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table,  which, 
by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  them  to  the  resolution  for  nominating  persons  to  be 
balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  Congress,  &c,  and  rejected  by  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  also  the  amendment  proposed  by  that 
House  to  the  said  resolution,  and  thereupon  the  Council  receded 
from  their  own  amendment,  and  agreed  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  House  of  Assembly. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  return  the  said  resolution  and  its 
amendments  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
of  committees  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  several  General 
Loan  Offices  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  were  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly,  December  20th,  1779. 

"Whereas  the  committees  heretofore  appointed  to  settle  and 
' '  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  General  Loan  Offices  for  the  Coun- 
"  ties  of  New  Castle  and  Kent  have  not  proceeded  in  that  busi- 
ness; therefore 

"Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  persons  in  each  of  the 
"said  Counties  be  appointed  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts 
"of  the  said  offices  in  the  Counties  aforesaid  respectively,  who 
1 '  are  hereby  directed  to  settle  and  adjust  the  said  accounts  from 
"the  time  of  the  settlement  made  by  Messrs.  McKinly,  Read, 
"Killen,  Haslet,  and  Robinson,  a  committee  of  Assembly  for 
"  the  purpose,  and  make  report  thereof  to  the  General  Assembly 
"  this  State  at  their  next  meeting. 

"And  whereas  the  late  committee  appointed  for  the  like  ser- 
'  *  vice  in  the  County  of  Sussex  have  not  proceeded  therein, 

"Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  setde 
"and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  General  Loan  Office  for  the  said 
"County  of  Sussex. 

"The  members  chosen,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  are,  for 
"  New  Castle  County,  John  Clark  and  Robert  Bryan,  Esquires  ; 
"  for  Kent  County,  rhilip  Barratt  and  John  Cook,  Esauires ;  and 
'  *  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  Simon  Kollock  and  Josepn  Hall,  Es- 
"  quires. 

"Resolved,  That  the  committees  respectively  be  directed  to 
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"report  the  sums  of  money  in  specie  and  paper  which  are  in  the 
"  said  offices. 

44  Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

* '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly. ' ' 

And  thereupon  the  Council,  on  their  part,  have  nominated  the 
following  persons  to  join  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, to  wit :  For  New  Castle  County,  John  Thompson,  Esq. ;  for 
Kent  County,  John  Baning,  Esq. ;  and  for  the  County  of  Sussex, 
John  Clowes,  Esq. 

JOHN  CLOWES,  Speaker. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  said  resolution,  with  the 
concurrence  and  appointment  of  the  Council  thereto,  to  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  waited  on  the  Council 
and  informed  them  that  the  House  oi  Assembly  were  ready  to 
receive  them  and  proceed  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be 
balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  Congress  and  Purchasers  for  the 
Army  within  this  State,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  Council  then  met  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  the  Assem- 
bly Room,  and  then  and  there  put  in  nomination  for  the  said 
offices  divers  persons,  whose  names  were  taken  down  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  members  of  both  Houses. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  now  separate,  and  meet 
again,  in  the  Assembly  Room,  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock, 
to  ballot  for  the  officers  aforesaid. 

Then  the  Council  withdrew,  and  adjourned  till  three  o'clock, 
P.M. 


62 
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Eodem  Die,  P,  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Baning  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  committed 
to  him,  according  to  order. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  bill  for  raising  one 
million  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  now  reported 
divers  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  which,  by  order,  were  read, 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson  return  the  said  bill  and  trans- 
scribed  amendments  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Patterson  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  to  prevent  non-jurors  and 
other  disqualified  persons  from  voting  at  any  election  within  this 
State,  was  referred,  having  considered  the  same,  now  reported  it 
as  their  opinion  that  the  said  bill  should  be  rejected,  and  further 
prayed  leave  to  bring  in  a  new  bill,  in  lieu  thereof,  which  was 
granted ;  whereupon  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  secur- 
ing elections  within  this  State,"  was  laid  on  the  table- 


On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  an< 
:rred  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  December  22d,  1779. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Houston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Chair  an  account  of  Charles  Ridgely,  Esq. ,  of  cash 
paid  for  wood  and  house  rent  for  eight  Continental  soldiers  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Skillington,  amounting  to  forty-five 
pounds  ;  which,  by  order,  was  read  and  allowed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  said  account  to  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

Who,  upon  his  return,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  waited  on  the  Council 
and  informed  them  that  the  House  of  Assembly  were  ready  to 
receive  the  Council  and  proceed  to  the  balloting  for  persons  as 
Delegates  to  Congress  and  Purchasers  for  the  Army  within  this 
State,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

Then  the  Council  met  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  the  Assem- 
bly Room,  and  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  officers  aforesaid  out 
of  the  persons  before  put  into  nomination,  and  upon  examining 
the  box  containing  the  ballots  it  appeared  that  John  Dickinson, 
Nicholas  Vandyke,  and  George  Read,  Esquires,  were  declared 
duly  elected  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  Thomas  Duff,  Esq., 
was  declared  duly  elected  Purchaser  for  the  Army  of  the  said 
United  States  for  and  in  the  County  of  New  Castle  ;  John  Cook, 
Esq.,  was  declared  duly  elected  Purchaser  for  the  said  Army  for 
and  in  the  County  of  Kent ;  and  Simon  Kollock,  Esq.,  was  de- 
clared duly  elected  Purchaser  for  the  said  Army  for  and  in  the 
County  of  Sussex. 

Then  both  Houses  separated,  and  the  Council  adjourned  till  3 
o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Bassett  attended,  and  made  his  excuse  for  his  non-attend- 
ance at  an  earlier  day,  which  was  admitted. 

Mr.  Young,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  supplementary  act  to  the  Militia  act ;  which, 
by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  John  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  the  appointment  of  Trustees  of  the 
several  General  Loan  Offices. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  Militia  act  was  read  a  second 
time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Bassett,  Polk  and  Collins,  to  report 
thereon. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  appointment  of  Trustees  of  the  several  General 
Loan  Offices  was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Cantwell,  Patterson  and  Conwell,  to  report  thereon. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  December  23,  1779. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  for  the  appointment  of  Trustees 
of  the  several  General  Loan  Offices  was  referred,  now  reported  an 
amendment  to  the  same  ;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  transcribed  amendments. 
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Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  supplementary  bill 
to  the  Militia  act,  now  reported  some  amendments  to  the  same ; 
which,  by  order,  were  read,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
cribed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  and  amendments  be  sent  for  con- 
currence to  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Baning. 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members,  except  Mr. 
Bassett. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  Council  appointed  to  view 
and  report  the  situation  of  the  barracks  and  works  on  Christiana 
Creek,  in  conjunction  with  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, was  read  a  second  time  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

The  committee  which  was  appointed  to  join  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  view  the  guard  house,  magazine  and 
works  on  Christiana  Creek,  near  the  Borough  of  Wilmington, 
now  report  that  they  had  viewed  the  same,  and  are  of  opinion 
there  is  not  any  necessity  for  keeping  them  in  repair  ;  therefore 
recommend  that,  as  the  barracks  and  wood  part  of  the  maga- 
zine are  useless  and  going  to  ruin,  they  ought  to  be  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  State. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Stidham  be  and  he  is  hereby  em- 
powered to  make  public  sale  of  the  wood  part  of  said  works,  and 
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that  he  make  return  of  his  proceedings  in  the  premises  to  the 
General  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantwell  deliver  the  foregoing  report  and 
resolution  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Cantwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Bryan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  appointment  of  Trustees  of  the 
General  Loan  Offices,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  a  propo- 
sition of  that  House  for  filling  up  the  blanks  for  the  Trustees' 
names  in  the  said  bill. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  letter  from  the  President 
of  Congress  to  the  President  of  this  State,  of  the  22d  November, 
inclosing  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  19th  of  the  same  month, 
recommending  to  the  several  States  to  enact  laws  for  establishing 
a  general  limitation  of  prices  throughout  their  respective  juris- 
dictions ;  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  of  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  Bay,  &c.  ;  and  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the 
said  convention  to  the  President  of  this  State  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Commissioners  to  attend  a  convention  at  Philadelphia  for 
the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  said  resolution  of  Congress. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  to  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this  State. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  empowering  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  to  draw 
an  order  for  the  payment  of  the  Militia. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  the  payment  of  the  monies  which  have  arisen  from 
the  sale  of  forfeited  estates  into  the  State  Treasury. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  appointing  an  Auditor  General  of  Accounts. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  foregoing  letters,  the  act  of  Congress,  and  the  proceedings 
of  the  convention  of  Massachusetts  Bay  respecting  a  general  lim- 
itation of  prices,  were  read. 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  attend 
a  convention  in  Philadelphia  in  order  to  consider  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  a  general  limitation  of  prices,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  de- 
ferred lor  consideration  until  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  proposition  for  filling  up  the  blanks  in  the  bill  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Trustees  of  the  General  Loan  Offices,  was  read  the 
first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  empowering  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  to 
draw  orders  for  the  payment  of  the  Militia,  was  read  the  first 
time. 

By  special  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  a  second 
time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Thursday,  A.  M.,  December  23d,  1779. 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  of  the  General 
"  Assembly  draw  an  order  on  the  Trustee  of  the  General  Loan 
"Office  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  in  favor  of  John  Clowes,  of  the 
"said  county,  Esq.,  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  two  hundred 
"pounds,  out  of  any  public  monies  in  the  said  office,  except 
"principal  money  emitted  to  be  let  out  on  loan,  to  be  applied 
"by  the  said  John  Clowes  in  discharging  a  balance  due  to  the 
"  Militia  of  the  said  County  of  Sussex  ;  the  said  John  Clowes  to 
"be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  thereof,  and  to  render  an 
"account  of  his  proceedings  in  the  premises  to  the  General  As- 
"sembly  at  their  next  meeting. 

"That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  also  draw  an  order  on  the 
"State  Treasurer,  for  the  sum  of  three  thousand  six  hundred 
"  pounds,  in  favor  of  Philip  Barratt,  of  the  County  of  Kent,  Esq., 
"  to  be  by  him  applied  in  discharging  the  debts  heretofore  agreed 
"by  the  General  Assembly  due  to  the  Militia  of  the  said  County 
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"of  Kent ;  the  said  Philip  Barratt  to  be  accountable  for  the  ex- 
penditure thereof,  and  to  render  an  account  of  his  proceedings 
"  in  the  premises  to  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

* '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly. ' ' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  payment  of  the  monies  arising  from  the 
sale  of  forfeited  estates  into  the  State  Treasury,  was  read  the  first 
time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred 
for  consideration  until  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  an  Auditor  General  of 
Accounts,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  de- 
ferred for  consideration  until  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions,  was  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Collins,  Polk  and  Patterson,  to  report  thereon 
to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  December  24th,  1779. 
The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  resolution  for  the 
payment  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  forfeited  estates 
into  the  State  Treasury,  and  an  amendment  was  proposed  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  said  resolution  and 
amendment  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concurrence,  with  the 
resolution  empowering  the  Speakers  to  draw  orders  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Militia  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  directing  the 
Speakers  of  both  Houses  to  inform  the  persons  chosen  Delegates 
from  this  State  to  Congress  of  their  appointment,  and  request 
their  answer  as  to  their  acceptance  of  the  said  appointment. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Friday,  A.  M.,  December  24th,  1779. 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of 
11  Assembly  be  requested  to  give  information  to  Messrs.  Dickin- 
"son  and  Read  of  their  appointment,  by  the  General  Assembly, 
"to  represent  this  State  as  Delegates  in  the  Congress  of  tne 
"United  States  of  America,  and  request  their  answer. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

1 '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly. ' ' 
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Ordered^  That  Mr.  Patterson  return  the  foregoing  resolution, 
concurred  in  by  the  Council,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Patterson,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  Cook,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
the  resolution  for  the  payment  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale 
of  forfeited  estates,  &c,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto 
by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly ;  and  the 
said  resolution,  as  amended,  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Wednesday,  A.  M.,  December  22,  1779. 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  Forfeited  Estates  be 
"directed  forthwith  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  Samuel  Patterson, 
"Esq.,  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  the  balance  of  the  money 
1 '  which  has  arisen  by  the  sale  of  those  estates  by  them  made, 
' '  after  deducting  their  commissions  and  the  sums  ordered  by  the 
"Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  maintenance 
"and  support  of  the  wives  and  children  of  the  persons  who  have 
' '  forfeited  the  same,  and  the  debts  against  said  estates,  if  any  ; 
'  *  and  that  the  said  commissioners  be  directed  to  attend  the  Gen- 
4 '  eral  Assembly,  at  their  next  meeting,  to  render  an  account  of 
"their  proceedings  in  the  premises. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

1 '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly. ' ' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto. 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  resolution  respecting 
the  appointment  of  an  Auditor  General  of  Accounts,  and  an 
amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  said 
resolution,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  concurrence,  by  Mr. 
Hyatt. 
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Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  proposition  for  filling  up  the  blanks  in  the  bill  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Trustees  of  the  several  Loan  Offices  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  Mr.  Bassett  moved  that  the  name  of  John  Rod- 
ney, Esq.,  of  the  County  of  Sussex,  should  be  inserted  in  the 
stead  of  David  Hall,  Esq. ;  and  the  same  being  seconded,  the 
question  was  put  and  earned  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Collins  then  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  above 
question.     They  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  the  question — Mr.  Collins,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Patterson,  Mr. 
Baning. 

Against  the  question — Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Conwell,  Mr.  Cantwell, 
Mr.  Hyatt. 

The  Council  being  divided,  the  Speaker  gave  the  casting  voice. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  foregoing  bill  and  proposi- 
tion, agreed  to  by  the  Council,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  fore- 
going papers  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
provisions  was  referred,  now  reported  sundry  amendments  to  the 
same ;  which,  by  order,  were  read,  considered,  and  debated,  and 
the  same  not  being  agreed  to,  the  said  bill  was  recommitted  to 
the  same  committee,  with  the  addition  of  Mr.  Bassett. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  resolutions  of  the 
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House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to 
attend  a  convention  in  Philadelphia  to  deliberate  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  a  general  limitation  of  prices  throughout  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  respective  States,  and  proposed  some  amendments  thereto; 
which  were  read,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolutions  and  proposed  amendments 
be  sent  for  concurrence  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Col- 
lins. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  Collings,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Chair  a  letter  addressed  from  George  Read,  Esq., 
declining  his  acceptance  of  his  appointment  as  one  of  the  Dele- 
gates from  this  State  to  Congress  ;  and  also  the  letter  of  resigna- 
tion of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  of  his  appointment  of  Cornmis* 
sary-General  of  Prisoners  for  this  State,  with  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  nominating  persons  to  be  balloted  for  to 
supply  the  places  of  George  Read,  Esq.,  as  a  Delegate  from  this 
State  to  Congress,  and  of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  as  Commis- 
sary-General of  Prisoners  for  this  State. 

Mr.  Stidham,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  amending  the  laws  for  establishing  fees- 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  letter  from  George  Read, 
Esq.,  and  the  resignation  of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  were  sev- 
erally read. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  for  nominating  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  a 
Delegate  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress  in  the  room  of 
George  Read,  fesq.,  and  a  Commissary  -General  of  Prisoners  in 
the  room  of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

11  In  the  House  of  Assembly,  24th  Feb.,  P.  M,  1779, 
' '  On  motion, 
11  Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  meet  this  evening  a* 
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"seven  o'clock,  in  the  Assembly  Room,  for  the  purpose  of  nom- 
inating persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  a  Delegate  to  represent 
"this  State  in  Congress  in  the  place  of  George  Read,  Esq.,  who 
"has  declined  to  serve. 

"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  George  Craghead,  Esq., 
"  of  the  appointment  of  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  for  this 
"State,  signified  to  the  General  Assembly  by  his  letter  of  the 
"twentieth  of  October  last,  be  accepted,  and  that  proper  persons 
"be  nominated  at  the  time  aforesaid  to  be  balloted  for  to  supply 
"his  place. 
"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  GEO.  LATIMER, 

"  Sent  for  concurrence.  CV  k  pro  temp" 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
foregoing  resolutions,  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  with  the  letters 
addressed  from  George  Read  and  George  Craghead,  Esquires. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accord- 
ing to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  amending  the  laws  for  establishing  fees  was 
read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  in- 
formed the  Council  that  the  House  of  Assembly  were  ready  to 
receive  them  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  represent  this  State 
in  Congress  in  the  room  of  George  Read,  Esq. ,  who  hath  de- 
clined to  serve,  and  also  for  a  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners 
in  the  room  of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  who  hath  resigned  his 
appointment. 

The  Council  now  met  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  the  Assembly 
Room,  to  put  in  nomination  persons  for  each  of  the  said  offices, 
when  one  person  only  for  each  of  the  said  appointments  was  put 
in  nomination. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  as  but  one  person  for  each  of  the  said  appoint- 
ments is  put  in  nomination,  the  General  Assembly  proceed  to 
ballot  for  the  same  forthwith. 
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The  General  Assembly  then  proceeded  to  ballot  f< 
officers,  and  the  box  containing  the  ballots  being  e: 
the  presence  of  the  members,  it  appeared  that  the 
Thomas  McKean,  Esquire,  was  declared  unanimous! 
Delegate  from  this  State  to  Congress  in  the  room 
Read,  Esq. ,  who  hath  declined  to  serve  ;  and  that  Mi 
Fisher  was  declared  unanimously  elected  Commissary- 
Prisoners  for  this  State  in  the  place  of  George  Crag! 
who  hath  resigned. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Houses  now  separate. 

Then  the  Council  withdrew. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  amending  the  laws  for  establishiri 
read  a  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Speaker  and  M 
sett  and  Patterson,  to  report  thereon  to-morrow  morn 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  their  mes 
swer  to  an  answer  from  the  House  of  Assembly  c 
October  last  to  a  message  from  the  Council  of  the  ; 
said  month,  and  the  same  was  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  December  25 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on 

Mr.  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  an 
to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
pointment  of  Commissioners  to  attend  a  convention  i 
phia  for  fixing  a  general  limitation  of  prices,  and  the 
for  the  appointment  of  William  Killen,  Esg. ,  Auditor 
Accounts,  with  the  amendments  to  the  said  resolutio 
to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 
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On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolutions  were  severally 
read,  as  amended,  and  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Tuesday,  P.  M.,  December  21,  1779. 
"  On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  Commissioners  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
"this  State,  by  a  joint  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly 
"thereof,  to  meet  Commissioners  from  the  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
"York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  in 
"convention  at  Philadelphia  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  January 
"next,  then  and  there  to  unite  with  them  in  considering  the  ex- 
"pediency  of  limiting  the  prices  of  merchandise,  produce  and 
"labor  ;  and  if  the  said  convention  judge  such  a  measure  neces- 
"sary,  to  proceed  with  them  to  limit  the  prices  of  the  said  arti- 
"cles  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  best  adapted  to  the  situation 
"and  circumstances  of  the  several  States;  and  that  they  make 
"  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  convention  to  the  Legis- 
"lature  of  this  State  at  their  next  meeting. 

"That  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress  and  George 
* '  Latimer,  of  the  County  of  New  Castle,  Esq. ,  or  any  two  of 
"them,  be  and  are  hereby  appointed  Commissioners  on  the  part 
"of  this  State  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

' '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly, ' ' 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Thursday,  P.  M.,  December  23,  1779. 

"Whereas  the  present  mode  of  stating  and  settling  the 
"accounts  which  arise  against  this  State  and  the  accounts  be- 
"tween  this  State  and  the  United  States  of  America,  is  found  to 
"be  very  inconvenient  and  expensive ;  therefore 

"Resolved,  That  William  Killen,  of  Kent  County,  Esq.,  be 
"and  hereby  is  appointed  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  to  whom  all 
"the  accounts  aforesaid  are  hereafter  to  be  delivered,  with  their 
"  vouchers,  which  are  to  be  by  him  properly  stated  and  laid  be- 
fore the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  or  some  other  subse- 
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"quent  meeting,  for  their  consideration  and  insp< 
' '  shall,  for  his  trouble  in  doing  and  performing  the 
"  tioned  service,  be  allowed  the  sum  of  one  thousanc 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOO 
CVk  of  A 


The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for 
fees,  now  reported  sundry  amendments  thereto;  whic 
were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  the  second  i 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  E 


The  Council  met. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  to  the  House  < 
the  foregoing  bill  for  establishing  fees,  with  the  amen 
posed  thereto  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordin 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  ea 
provisions  was  referred,  now  made  their  report  there 
said  bill  should  be  rejected,  and  brought  in  anothei 
purpose  aforesaid  ;  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  tin 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  tin 

The  same  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  ag 
ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admittet 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  amending  the  kws  for 
fees,  &c,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
disagreed  to  in  part  and  in  part  agreed  to,  together  1 
tional  paper  of  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  1 
to  the  said  bill. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions,  as  rejected 
by  the  Council,  and  another  bill  proposed  in  lieu  thereof  by  the 
Council ;  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Commissioners  to  attend  a  convention  in  Phila- 
delphia for  fixing  a  general  limitation  of  prices,  and  also  the 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  an  Auditor  General,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Council  respectively  thereto. 

Mr.  Cantwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

On  motion,  the  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  them  to  the  bill  for  the  amending  the  laws 
for  establishing  fees,  and  the  additional  paper  of  amendments 
proposed  to  the  same  bill  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  the 
same  being  considered  and  debated,  the  Council  adhered  to  their 
amendments,  and  agreed  that  a  message,  stating  the  reasons  of 
their  adherence,  should  be  sent  to  die  House  of  Assemblv  ; 
whereupon  the  following  was  accordingly  drawn  up  at  the  table, 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed,  viz  : 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  adhere  to  their  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill 
for  amending  the  laws  for  establishing  fees,  and  of  course  reject 
your  additional  amendments,  and  are  extremely  sorry  they  find 
themselves  constrained  so  to  do.  The  reasons  inducing  the 
Council  to  adhere  to  their  amendments,  among  many  others  that 
might  be  advanced,  are,  that  they  conceive,  whenever  it  is 
thought  necessary  by  the  Legislature  to  increase  officers'  fees, 
that  it  ought  to  be  general  and  not  partial,  which,  they  appre- 
hend, would  be  the  case  were  they  to  recede  from  their  amend- 
ments proposed  and  give  a  passage  to  the  bill.  The  Council  are 
folly  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  bill,  and  therefore 
would  willingly  give  up  any  matter,  rather  than  that  it  should 
be  lost,  that  was  consistent  with  their  idea  of  justice.  But  they 
humbly  conceive  it  would  argue  partiality  in  them,  at  the  same 
time  they  are  providing  for  other  officers  of  less  consequence  not 
to  provide  for  the  officers  filling  the  several  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  in  tnis  State,  when,  in  their  opinion, 
those  officers  are  as  necessary,  and  those  courts  rather  of  more 
consequence  than  any  others  in  the  State.     We  could  wish  your 
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honorable  House  would  reconsider  the  amendment 
and  if  the  same  idea  should  impress  your  minds  that 
upon  this  subject,  they  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  re 
to  their  amendments. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Council, 

JOHN  CLOWES, 

Wilmington,  December  25,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  return  the  foregoing 
amendments  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  fore 
sage. 

Mr.  Collins,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  < 
papers  according  to  order. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  deliver  to  the  House  of  A 
bill  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  d< 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  t< 

Mr.  Adams,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admit 
turned  the  bill  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  pro 
this  State,  as  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  1 
by  the  Council,  with  the  bill  offered  by  the  Council  in 
and  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  c 
to  the  last  mentioned  bill ;  which  amendments  wei 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bills  and  their  amendment! 
the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Polk. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  therec 
to  order. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  ai 
to  the  Chair  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  pro 
this  State,  in  order  to  be  engrossed. 

Ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  < 
with  the  message  from  the  Council,  by  way  of  answe 
swer  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  30th  of  Octol 
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rned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 

tember  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
it  eleven  o'clock  this  evening,  a  resolution  of 
;  the  Council  of  their  intention  to  adjourn  this 
ied  with  the  following  verbal  message,  viz  : 


Assembly  have  maturely  considered  your  mes- 
le  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill  to  amend 
>tate  for  establishing  the  salaries  and  fees  of 
and  cannot  accede  to  the  said  amendments ; 
onvinced  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  law,  are 
le  same  as  it  now  stands,  and  request  to  know 
lr  honorable  House  on  the  said  bill  in  its  pres- 

>ecember  25,  1779." 

>rder,  the  resolution  for  the  adjournment  to 
id  the  first  time. 

libit  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this 
engrossed,  was  read  and  compared,  and  or- 
y  Mr.  Bassett,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  in 
by  the  Speaker  thereof. 

ted  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

rder, 

'  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  adjournment 
read  the  second  time. 

ir.  Bassett  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
g  the  laws  for  establishing  fees,  and  its  amend- 
owing  verbal  message,  viz  : 


re  given  you  their  reasons  for  not  receding 

d  amendments  to  the  bill  for  amending  the 

r  fees,  which  they  think  are  cogent;  and  while 

at  opinion,  you  may  rely  they  never  will  pass 

ms. 

:ember  25,  1779. 
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Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  < 
committed  to  him  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  December  2 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  exec 
terson. 

Mr.  John  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  a< 
delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  introducing  econ< 
chasing  supplies  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  ^ 
of  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  ths 
affixing  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  seven  laws,  pas 
ber,  1779,  with  the  laws  therein  mentioned. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  act  of  Con 
nineteenth  of  November,  1779,  respecting  a  genera] 
prices,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resoluri 
thereon,  viz : 

'Whereas  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  ninetee 
November  it  is,  among  other  things,  declared  that 
as  have  neglected  to  pass  laws  for  the  limitation  of  j 
ing  the  several  matters  and  things  therein  mention* 
not  exceeding  twenty  fold  of  the  prices  current  tfarou 
ous  seasons  of  the  year  1774,  in  order  that  such  Sta 
neglect  or  refuse  should  respectively  be  charged  ir 
accounts  with  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  differen 
paid  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  February,  1; 
States  and  those  in  which  such  laws  should  have  be 
thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  said  act  of  Congress  above  n 
considered,  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  to  be 
ment  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  and 
with  the  freedom  and  independency  thereof. 
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%hat  the  Delegates  be  instructed  by  the  General 
ivor  as  soon  as  possible  to  procure  a  repeal  of 
igress,  and  that  their  instructions  be  as  follows, 


of  this  State  humbly  conceive  the  act  of  Con- 
nineteenth  day  of  November,  respecting  the 
e  with  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  difference 
above  twenty  fold  from  and  after  the  first  day 
to  be  an  infringement  on  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
it  with  the  freedom  and  independence  thereof; 
hereby  requested  to  endeavor  to  procure  a  re- 
f  the  said  act  of  Congress  as  soon  as  possible. 

the  above  resolutions  be  transcribed  and  sent 
d  the  House  of  Assembly,  together  with  the 
of  Congress  of  the  19th  November,  and  the 
esident  of  Congress  to  the  President  of  this 
twell. 

lember  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
of  that  House  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
ce  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amendments 
Council  and  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for 
s  for  establishing  fees  ;  which,  by  order,  was 
,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Monday,  A.  M.,  December  27,  1779. 

t  it  be  proposed  to  the  Council  to  appoint  a 
eir  body  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  this 
abject  matter  of  the  2d,  6th,  7th,  10th,  12th, 
6th  amendments,  proposed  by  the  Council  to 
ding  the  laws  for  establishing  the  salaries  and 
>fficers,  &c,  and  also  the  subsequent  paper  of 
>posed  by  this  House  to  the  said  bill.  The 
n  on  the  part  of  this  House  are  Messrs.  Bryan, 
es. 

he  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  Cl'k  of  Assembly." 
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And  thereupon  the  Council  have  nominated,  or 
Messrs.  Bassett,  Hyatt,  and  Collins  a  committee  to 
the  said  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on 
matter  of  the  amendments  above  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolution,  with  the 
and  appointment  of  the  Council  thereto,  be  returned  1 
of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Hyatt. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  there< 
to  order. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  a 
to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the  committee  for  adjust! 
Treasurer's  accounts,  with  the  said  accounts  and  v 
concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  D 
The  Council  met 

Mr.  Patterson  appeared  in  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  seven 
this  session  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read 
time,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of  Asses 
"Sunday,  December 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-ii 
"the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  t 

1.     "An  act  to  prevent  forestalling  and  engrossi 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;" 


Digitized  by 


Google 


E  DELAWARE  STATE,  1 779. 


51* 


the  appointment  of  Trustees  of  the  General 
respective  Counties  of  this  State  ;" 

nt  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  establish- 
this  State;'  " 

raising  one  million  three  hundred  and  sixty 
the  Delaware  State  between  the  first  day  of 
rst  day  of  October  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eighty,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
toe  amendment  of  an  act  entitled  'A  supple- 
act  entitled   'An  act  for  the  more  effectual 
:ine  the  limits  of  the  several  Counties  within 
ind  for  removing  some  inconveniences  that 
te  establishment  of  the  boundaries  and  divis- 
the  same  and  Maryland  ;' ' ' 

nt  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more  easy 
y  of  small  debts  ;'  " 

ohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this 
as  for  a  limited  time." 

e  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

rence.  CVkof  Assembly. ' ' 


le  foregoing  resolution  and  the  laws  therein 
ctively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ; 
jly  done,  and  the  same  were  ordered  to  be  re- 
to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

rder, 

le  committee  appointed  to  adjust  the  State 
s  was  read  the  first  time. 

the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  agreed 

le  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
ler  with  the  public  accounts  and  vouchers. 

ippointed  by  Council  to  confer  with  a  corn- 
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mittee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  r 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  bill  for  a 
laws  for  establishing  fees,  and  the  subsequent  amer 
posed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  same  bill,  n 
their  report  at  the  table  ;  which,  by  order,  was  read  1 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time. 

Messrs.  Polk  and  Cantwell  now  reported  the  de 
several  papers  respectively  committed  to  them  i 
order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amendm< 
by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for  introducing 
the  purchasing  supplies  for  the  army,  and  the  same  1 
erea  and  debated  were  rejected  by  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  and  amendments  be 
Mr.  Polk,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admit* 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  amending  the  laws  for 
fees,  &c,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  of  confer 
amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of  Ass* 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  amendments  were 
time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  the  seeon< 
sidered  and  rejected  by  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  bill  and  report,  with 
ments  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
by  the  Council,  be  returned  to  that  House  by  Mr.  P 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  th< 
pers  committed  to  him  according  to  order. 

The  Council  now  put  in  nomination  persons  to  b€ 
as  a  Privy  Councillor,  when  several  persons  were  na 
office,  and  their  names  taken  down  for  consideratioi 
loted  for  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  io  o'clock, 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  December  28th,  1779. 
.     Present  all  the  members. 

member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empow- 
to  take  measures  for  the  more  speedy  supply- 
order,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  the 

,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and  an 
oposed  and  agreed  to. 

he  said  resolution  and  proposed  amendment 
rence,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Pat- 

rned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 


eeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  to 
Councillor,  and  the  box  containing  the  ballots 
t  appeared  that  Tames  Raymond,  of  Kent 
declared  to  be  duly  elected. 

nember  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
a  bill  for  amending  the  laws  for  establishing 
idments  proposed  thereto;  the  report  of  the 
rence,  and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto 
ssembly,  and  rejected  by  the  Council,  receded 
,  with  a  paper  of  further  amendments  proposed 
by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

>er  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolution 
esident  to  take  measures  for  the  more  speedy 
Y,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
sd  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  made 

»k  into  consideration  the  further  amendments 
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proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  report 
mittee  of  conference,  and  after  some  time  spent  th 
to  all  the  aforesaid  amendments  except  the  amendm* 
ing  a  salary  of  one  thousand  pounds  to  the  Attorne] 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson  wait  on  the  House 
with  the  bill  for  amending  the  laws  for  establishing 
foregoing  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  an* 
ments  proposed  to  each  respectively. 

Mr.  Patterson  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above  p 
ing  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  empowering  the  President  to  take 
the  more  speedy  supplying  the  army  was  read*  as  a 
concurred  m,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of  Assj 
"Monday,  R  Mm  Decembe. 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander- in 
"  State  be  and  hereby  is  empowered,  in  the  recess  o 
"Assembly,  to  take  such  measures,  on  application 
"the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continental  Army, 
"  missary  or  Quartermaster  General  of  the  said  Am 
"diately  supplying  provisions  or  forage  for  the  use 
"and  issue  such  orders  to  all  and  every  person  witl 
"concerned  in  the  purchasing  supplies  for  the  said  i 
1 '  purpose  of  procuring  and  forwarding  the  same,  as 
"  of  the  case  may  require  ;  and  in  case  the  said  pure 
"  of  them,  refuse  or  neglect  to  obey  and  execute  sue 
"  President  is  hereby  also  empowered  to  suspend  sui 
"appoint  another  in  his  place. 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOC 
CVkofs 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  foregoing  re 
the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  to  the  f- 
sembly. 
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returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accord- 

-morrow  morning  at  io  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  December  29th,  1779. 
.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs.  Polk 

a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
r  the  engrossed  bill  for  amending  the  laws  for 
aries  and  fees  of  the  civil  officers  of  this  State, 
aker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  together  with 
i  its  amendments,  in  order  that  the  same  may 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  with  a 
ng  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  said  bill. 

ber  also  delivered  a  resolution  for  raising  the 
iware  Regiment  in  rotation,  &c. 

ber  also  delivered  a  resolution  allowing  each 
regiment  a  hat 

>er  also  delivered  a  resolution  empowering  the 
Houses  to  draw  for  ten  thousand  pounds  in 
er-General. 

>rder, 

tiding  the  laws  for  establishing  the  salaries  and 
fficers  of  this  State,  &c,  was  read,  compared 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which 
[one ;  whereupon  Mr.  Bassett  entered  the  fol- 
inst  the  said  bill,  viz : 

>ill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  amendment  of  the 
g  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  the  President, 
jpreme  Court  and  Justices  of  the  Courts  of 
id  Orphans'  Court  of  this  State,  and  the  fees 


Digitized  by 


ooglc 


5i6 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


of  the  other  civil  officers  thereinafter  mentioned,  an 
ances  to  jurors  and  witnesses,'*  has  been  engrossec 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  and  sent 
cil,  in  order  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  : 
clause  therein  contained  not  warranted  by  any  an 
proposition  agreed  to  by  the  General  Assembly,  wh 
ings  I  conceive  to  be  illegal  and  unjustifiable,  I 
hereby  protest  against  the  same,  and  pray  that  this 
be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  Council. 


RICHARD  B 


On  motion,  by  order, 


The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  ft 
mentioned  bill  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  folio 

"  In  the  House  of  Ass 
"Tuesday,  P.  M.,  Decembei 
* '  On  morion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-i 
"the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  law,  tc 

"  'An  act  for  the  amendment  of  the  laws  for  est 
"salaries  and  allowances  to  the  President,  Justice: 
' '  preme  Court  and  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Comm' 
"Orphans'  Courts  of  this  State,  and  the  fees  of  th 
"officers  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  the  allowances 
"  witnesses. ' 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"  Sent  for  concurrence. 
On  motion,  by  order, 


JAS.  BOC 
CVkofs 


The  resolution  for  raising  the  officers  in  the  De 
ment  in  rotation  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  a 

"In  the  House  of  Asse 
"Tuesday,  P.  81.,  Decembe 
' '  On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Reg 
"Continental  Army  be  raised,  in  rotation,  so  as  t 
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med  by  the  resignation  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
10  has  resigned  his  office  therein  ;  and  that  the 
>mmander-in-Chief  be  requested  to  transmit  a 
lution  to  the  Board  of  War. 

he  minutes. 

"J  AS.  BOOTH,  Cf  k  of  Assembly/* 

irder, 

3f  the  House  of  Assembly  for  allowing  each 
ware  Regiment  a  hat,  was  read,  concurred  in, 

bl  Is  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Tuesday,  P.  M.,  December  28,  1779. 


t  each  commissioned  officer  in  the  Delaware 
)wed  a  hat,  in  addition  to  the  clothing  hereto- 
1  by  the  General  Assembly t  which  the  Cloth  ier- 
y  directed  to  furnish. 

he  minutes. 

"J AS.  BOOTH,  CPk of Assembly r 

jrder, 

of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the 
Houses  to  draw  an  order  for  ten  thousand 
the  Clothier- General  was  read  the  first  time. 

ing  accounts,  brought  in  for  the  exf>enses  of 
red  at  their  present  meeting  for  services  ren- 
ere  allowed,  viz : 

John  Clowes,  Esq.,  Speaker,  for 

harges,  &c .    .    .    .    .  £  107  00 

Esq.,  for  ditto 75  10  o 

ill,  Esq.,  for  ditto,  . 96  o  o 

isq.,  for  ditto,      ...       .    ,    .    ,  45  o  o 

ell,  Esq.,  for  ditto,     ,*,,,,  22  2  6 

ward, £  345   12  6 
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Brought  over 

To  Mrs.  Huggins,  for  boarding  Messrs.  Collins  and 
Hyatt,  including  traveling  charges, 

To  Mr.  John  Lea,  for  boarding  Mr.  Bassett,  includ- 
ing traveling  charges, 

To  Miss  Alice  Bennett,  for  boarding  the  Honorable 
John  Clowes,  William  Conwell,  William  Polk, 
and  Benjamin  Vining,  Esquires, 

To  Mr.  Israel  Brown,  for  liquors,  &c, 

To  Mr.  Henry  Kitchen,  for  keeping  several  of  the 
members*  horses, 

To  Mr.  Benjamin  Vining,  Clerk  of  the  Council,    -    - 

To  Mr.  John  Thelwell,  Sergeant-at-Arms,     .... 

To  Mr.  John  McGonogle,  barber, 


On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  adjournment  of  the  Gener 
to  Lewes-town,  in  Sussex  County,  was  read  a  third  ti 
curred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly,  Decembei 
"On  motion, 

"Resolvedy  That  the  General  Assembly  of  this  St 
"  at  the  Town  of  Lewes,  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  o 
"which  the  present  sessions  may  be  adjourned,  the 
1 '  transact  the  public  business. 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOC 
Crko/J, 


Then  the  Council  adjourned  until  the  22d  day  0 
to  meet  at  the  Town  of  Lewes,  in  the  County  of  Sus 
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AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


,ED  SESSION,    MARCH,  1780. 


>f  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Lewes,  in  the 
,  by  a  special  order  of  the  President,  on  Tues- 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
ed  and  eighty,  a  quorum  of  the  members  to 
t  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to 
,  the  3d  day  of  April,  1780. 


Monday,  April  3,  1780. 
it.     The  following  members  attended,  viz  : 
?  County — Peter  Hyatt. 
*ity — Thomas  Collins,  John  Baning,    Richard 

ninty — The  Honorable  John  Clowes,  William 
Polk. 

o-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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The  Council  met. 


Tuesday,  April 
Present  the  same  members. 


The  writs  for  convening  the  General  Assembly  at 
Lewes  not  being  laid  before  the  Council,  the  Hot 
from  day  to  day  until  Friday,  the  7th  instant. 


The  Council  met. 


Friday,  Apr! 
Present  the  same  members  as 


The  Secretary  now  delivered  the  writs  for  sui 
General  Assembly  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  w 
were  laid  before  the  Council  and  read  ;  and  tl 
Speaker  laid  upon  the  table  a  message  from  his  E: 
President,  of  the  31st  March  last,  which  had  been 
him  by  Mr.  Stidham,  a  members  of  Assembly,  on  it 
and  also  a  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to 
pf  this  State,  inclosing  a  Proclamation  of  Congre 
apart  Wednesday,  the  26th  instant,  as  a  day  of  fas 
tion  and  prayer,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  1 
that  purpose,  founded  thereon,  which  had  been  del 
by  Mr.  Bryan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  on  the  4th  i 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  message,  and  its  inclosures,  v 
read,  and  the  said  message  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

'  *  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly : 

"A  circular  letter  of  the  twenty -sixth  of  Febraaj 
"  I  have  received  from  the  President  of  Congress,  1 
11  that  honorable  body  of  the  twenty -fifth  of  the 
"  calling  upon  the  several  States  to  procure  th< 
"quotas  of  supplies  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  hi 
"importance  oi  the  subject,  determined  me,  with 
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0  convene  you  before  the  time  to  which  you 

1  because  a  speedy  compliance  with  that  act, 
certions  in  carrying  the  same  into  execution, 
lallv  obvious  and  essentially  necessary.  I  have 
d  tne  Secretary  to  lay  these  papers  before  your 
'  immediate  consideration  ;  ana  also  to  lay  be- 
ts of  Congress  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
the  former  containing  regulations  to  be  adopted 
>ners  of  war,  whether  taken  by  the  Continental 
*ed  by  the  arms  of  any  particular  State,  either 
in  order  to  obviate  many  difficulties  occurred 
1  general  regulations  ;  the  other  recommending 
ire  of  each  of  the  United  States  to  make  pro- 
ie  same  is  not  already  done,  for  conferring  like 
le  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  as  are 
ubjects  of  these  States  by  divers  articles  in  the 
ind  commerce;  and  likewise  a  recommendation 
ates  to  set  apart  Wednesday,  the  twenty-sixth 
>  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer. 

ntreat  the  attention  of  your  Honors  to  an  act 
the  eighteenth  instant,  calling  on  the  several 
n  the  Continental  Currency,  by  monthly  taxes, 
may  best  suit  their  respective  circumstances, 
vision  for  other  bills  to  be  issued  in  lieu  thereof, 
strictions,  accompanied  by  a  circular  letter,  ad- 
e  President  of  Congress,  on  that  subject,  both 
itary  will  lay  before  you  for  your  perusal  and 
ogether  with  an  act  of  Congress,  of  the  twen- 
:ommending  the  revision  of  such  laws  as  have 
king  the  said  currency  a  tender  in  discharge  of 
icts.  As  the  two  last  mentioned  acts  are  of  the 
to  the  inhabitants  of  America,  I  have  no  doubt 
et  your  most  serious  attention. 


1  31,  1780. 


CiESAR  RODNEY/ ' 


order, 

appointing  Wednesday,  the  26th  instant,  to  be 
y  of  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer,  was  read 
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By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  tii 
in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assi 
4 'Tuesday,  P.  M.,  Aj 

"The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  ac 
"recommending  Wednesday,  the  twenty-sixth  da] 
' '  stant,  to  be  set  apart  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliatk 
"reported  the  following  resolution,  to  which  the  H 

"Resolved,  That  Wednesday,  the  twenty-sixth 
"aforesaid,  be  set  apart  as  a  day  of  fasting,  hui 
"  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  for  the  purposes  in  the 
"act  of  Congress  expressed,  and  that  his  Exceller 
' '  dent,  be  requested  to  publish  the  same  throughc 
4 '  by  proclamation,  on  or  before  the  fourteenth  day  < 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BO 
CVkof 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  foregoing  re 
the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  to  the  House 
together  with  the  letter  and  proclamation  therein  n 
accompanying  the  same. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  ther 
to  order. 

Mr.  Bassett  applied  for  leave  of  absence  for  a  fe 
was  granted  to  him. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  io  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  Apri 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as 
except  Mr.  Bassett  and  Mr.  Conwell. 

Doctor  Molleston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was 
delivered  to  the  Chair  an  act  of  Congress,  of  the 
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>risoners  of  war  brought  into  this  State,  with  a 
e  House  of  Assembly,  founded  thereon. 

'  order,  the  foregoing  act  of  Congress,  and  the 
jon,  were  severafly  read  the  first  time. 

gr,  the  foregoing  bill  for  regulating  prisoners  of 
this  State,  was  read  the  second  time  and  referred 
j,  Polk  and  Hyatt,  to  report  thereon  on  Monday 

Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  April  10,  1780. 


et 


lembers  attending  on  a  committee,  the  Council 
raorrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  April  nth,  1780. 

let.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs. 
,  and  Patterson. 

jmber  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
receipts  for  public  money  paid  into  the  Loan 
County  by  Levin  Derrickson  and  Joseph  Haz- 
lers  appointed  by  an  act  of  Assembly  for  the 
ic  monies  from  the  late  Trustees  of  the  Loan 
bounty,  and  others  therein  named,  with  a  reso- 
ise  of  Assembly  respecting  the  said  receipts. 

iber  also  delivered  a  petition  from  divers  inhab- 
inimink  Hundred,  in  New  Castle  County,  pray- 
pna  bill  for  embanking  the  marsh  and  cripple 
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on  Morris's  Branch,  in  the  said  hundred,  together  u 
ceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  and  a  bill  for  t 
founded  thereon. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  i 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  £$S3  :  7 
State  Treasury  by  Joseph  Stidham,  appointed*  by 
of  the  General  Assembly  at  their  last  sitting,  to  mak 
guard  house  and  wooden  part  of  the  magazine  in  the 
Wilmington,  with  an  account  of  the  sales. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  two  foregoing  receipt 
money  paid  by  Levin  Derrickson  and  Joseph  Hazzar 
were  severally  read,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

"Received,  November  4th,  1779,  of  Messrs,  Lei 
"son  and  Joseph  Hazzard,  commissioners  appointe 
"General  Assembly,  the  sum  of  four  thousand  fc 
"and  forty-six  pounds  and  nine  pence  three  farthing 
"and  nine  hundred  and  sixty -seven  pounds  and  two 
"farthings,  interest,  due  from  the  late  Trustees  of 
1 '  Loan  Office  of  Sussex  County,  according  to  the  s 
"the  public  accounts  in  the  year  one  thousand  se\ 
"and  seventy-four. 

"^5413  :  1  :o}4.  JOHN  RODNEY,  Trust* 

"Received,  April  6th,  1780,  of  Messrs.  Levin  Dei 
"Joseph  Hazzard,  commissioners  appointed  by  act  ( 
"of  this  State,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  eighty-ei 
"seventeen  shillings  and  four  pence,  principal,  and  c 
"seventeen  pounds  and  seven  pence,  interest,  bein 
"due  from  David  Hall  and  Jacob  Kollock,  as  set 
"House  of  Assembly  in  the  year  one  thousand  se\ 
"and  seventy-four. 

"  £&>$  :  17  :  «.  DAVID  HALL,   Trusit 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respect 
foregoing  receipts  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  tim< 
in,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 
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"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Friday,  P.  M.,  April  7,  1780. 

at  the  said  two  receipts  be  and  are  hereby  de- 
ll and  sufficient  acquittances  and  discharges  as 
resaid  late  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  of  the 
ex,  and  to  David  Hall  and  Jacob  Kollock  afore- 
said commissioners,  Levin  Derrickson  andjo- 
and  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  be 
said  Levin  Derrickson  and  Joseph  Hazzard  for 
and  trouble  in  discharge  of  the  duty  enjoined 
ct  of  General  Assembly  aforesaid ;  which  said 
rawn  for  by  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  on 
urer. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
O'k  of  Assembly." 


the  minutes, 
urrence. 

order, 

for  the  payment  of  ^353  :  7  :  6  into  the  State 
ph  Stidham,  Esq.,  was  read  the  first  time. 

r,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and  sundry 
\  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Conwell  return  the  foregoing  resolution 
endments  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concur- 
ith  the  two  foregoing  receipts  for  public  monies 
-.evin  Derrickson  and  Joseph  Hazzard,  and  the 
Bouse  of  Assembly  founded  thereon,  concurred 

eing  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 


order, 

om  divers  inhabitants  of  Appoquinimink  Hun- 
ve  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  embanking  the  marsh 
Morris's  Branch,  &c,  the  proceedings  of  the 
t>ly,  and  the  bill  founded  on  the  said  petition, 
id  the  first  time. 

3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eooem  D 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Bryan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admittec 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  circular  letter  from  the  President 
to  the  President  of  this  State,  inclosing  an  act  of  Con] 
14th  January  last,  recommending  to  die  Legislatures 
eral  United  States  to  make  provision  for  conferring  \l\ 
and  immunities  on  his  most  Christian  Majesty  as  arc 
the  subjects  of  these  States  by  divers  articles  of  tr 
amity  and  commerce,  with  a  bill  proposed  for  th; 
which  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  for  regulating  ] 
war  was  referred,  now  reported  sundry  amendments  1 
which,  by  order,  were  read,  agreed  to  and  ordered  1 
cribed. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  bill  and  transcribed  \ 
be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Polk,  for  c 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  embanking  the  marsh  and  cripple 
Branch  was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  M 
and  Polk,  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins  for  leave  of  absence 
present  sitting,  the  same  was  granted  to  him. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M,P  April  r: 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  01 
except  Mr.  Collins.  • 

Mr.  Patterson  now  appeared  in  the  Council,  and,  i 
made  his  excuse  for  non-attendnce ;  which,  being  a 
took  his  seat. 
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?  to  whom  the  bill  for  embanking  the  marsh  and 
s's  Branch,  &c,  was  referred,  now  reported  sun- 
to  the  same;  which,  by  order,  were  read,  agreed 
0  be  transcribed. 

reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  committed 
cording  to  order  of  yesterday. 

r  order, 

nferring  certain  privileges  and  immunities  on  the 
lost  Christian  Majesty,  the  King  of  France,  was 
time. 

a*,  the  same  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs 
Council. 

t  Mr.  Conwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
ig  bill,  as  agreed  to  by  the  Council,  and  the  cir- 
ict  of  Congress  relative  thereto ;  and  also  return 
le  bill  for  embanking  the  marsh  and  cripple  on 
,  &c,  and  the  transcribed  amendments  thereto, 
and  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  ac- 
same. 

rturned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  April  13,  1780. 

let.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
air  two  petitions  from  the  owners  and  possessors 
Red  Lyon  Creek,  in  New  Castle  County,  with  a 
!  House  of  Assembly  founded  on  the  said  peti- 

3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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The  Council  met. 


On  motion,  by  order,  the  petitions  of  the  owner 
sors  of  the  marsh  and  cripple  on  Red  Lyon  Creek, 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded  there 
erally  read  the  first  time. 

By.  special  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read  a 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assem 
"Tuesday,  P.  M.,  Apr 

"The  House  took  into  consideration  the  two  i 
"the  owners  and  possessors  of  the  Red  Lyon  Mars! 
"  the  banks  of  the  same,  and  after  some  time  spent 

"Resolved,  That  Robert  Bryan  and  Thomas  D 
"and  Mr.  Morton  Morton  be  and  are  hereby  apj 
"upon  the  premises  and  view  the  same,  and  i 
"CJeneral  Assembly  the  situation  and  circumstana 
"marshes  and  banks,  with  their  opinion  thereon, 
' '  first  given  public  notice  of  the  time  of  meeting, 
* '  the  parties  concerned  may  appear  and  offer  any  o; 
"have  against  the  petitions  aforesaid. 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BO< 
CVkof. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  foregoing 
resolution  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  concurred  in 
cil. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery 
committed  to  him,  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of*  Assembly,  was  ad  mitt 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  Clothier-General's  accounts  i 
with  the  report  of  the  committee  thereon,  and  the 
the  House  of  Assembly  founded  on  the  same  repor 
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order,  the  foregoing  report  of  the  Committee 
the  resolutions  founded  tnereon,  were  severally 

1  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
the  bill  for  regulating  prisoners  of  war,  with  the 
)osed  thereto  by  the  Council  agreed  to  in  the 
ase  of  Assembly,  except  as  to  the  last  amend- 
ey  have  proposed  an  addition. 

:o-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  April  14th,  1780. 

tt    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

order, 

i  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  report  of  the 
counts,  were  read  a  second  time,  concurred  in, 
,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Tuesday,  P.  M.,  April  11,  1780. 

f  the  Committee  of  Accounts  was,  by  order,  read 
■,  and  thereupon 

at  the  several  accounts  of  George  Craghead, 
General,  both  for  the  expenditure  of  cash  for 
the  regiment  and  his  expenses  in  conveying 
p,  with  the  vouchers,  be  referred  for  adjustment 
af  Accounts. 

dred  and  two  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  three 
d  to  Lieutenant  William  McKennan,  to  defray 
1  conveying  clothing  for  the  regiment  of  this 

ndred  and  ninety-two  pounds  five  shillings  be 
lant  Edward  Roche,  for  issuing  eight  months 
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4 'supplies,  allowed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  tl 
4 '  the  aforesaid  regiment. 

"That  eight  hundred  and  ten  pounds  be  paid  to  J 
"printer,  for  printing  the  laws  passed  at  the  last 
* '  General  Assembly,  which  were  ordered  to  the  pre 

"That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  for  the 
"aforesaid  on  the  State  Treasurer. 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BO< 
CVkpf . 


The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  additions 

Proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  amendir 
y  the  Council  to  the  bill  for  regulating  prisoners 
agreed  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  A 
the  Clothier-General's  accounts  and  vouchers,  the 
Committee  of  Accounts  thereon,  and  the  resolution 
the  said  report  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  togel 
bill  for  regulating  prisoners  of  war  and  the  Council's 
thereto,  with  the  additional  amendment  proposed  t 
House  of  Assembly  acceded  to  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above  pap 
to  order. 

Mr.  Cook,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitte 
ered  to  the  Chair  an  act  of  Congress,  of  the  25th  F 
respecting  supplies,  with  a  bill  for  furnishing  this  Ste 
supplies  for  tne  ensuing  campaign  founded  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

et. 

ok  into  consideration  the  act  of  Congress  calling 
States  for  their  respective  quotas  of  supplies  for 
)aign,  and  the  bill  founded  thereon,  and  there- 
emselves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  con- 

A  the  Chair. 

took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

turned  the  Chair. 

reported  from  the  committee  that  they  had 
amendments  to  the  said  bill,  which  were  read, 
greed  to  by  the  Council. 

;  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  said  act  of  Congress 
£  bill  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  paper 
roposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  for  their  concur- 

1  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
a  petition  from  divers  inhabitants  of  New  Castle 
of  Negro  Peter,  slave  of  Joshua  North,  of  said 
iited  to  this  State,  under  the  laws  thereof,  and 
missioners  for  Forfeited  Estates,  praying  a  re- 
»f  the  sum  for  which  he  sold,  with  a  resolution 
Assembly  founded  thereon,  and  also  the  follow- 
notification  respecting  an  adjournment,  viz  : 

se  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 
"Friday,  the  14th  April,  1780. 

tat  this  House  will  adjourn  to-morrow  eve  to 
Y- 

the  minutes. 
Council  for  their  information. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CPk  of  Assembly." 

to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  April  : 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  c 

Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  pape 
to  him,  according  to  order  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  s 
to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Hou 
bly  on  the  petition  of  William  Powders;  and  also  a  ; 
prohibiting  any  member  of  the  Geneml  Assembly  1 
any  office  or  appointment  connected  with  army  or  na 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  < 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second 
amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  in  favor  of  Neero  Peter,  and  the  resc 
House  of  Assembly  founded  thereon,  were  severally 
time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read  a 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assemb 
"  Friday,  P.  ftt,  14th  A 

"The  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  New  Cast 
"behalf  of  a  negro  man,  Peter,  late  the  negro  t\ 
"Joshua  North,  of  said  county,  forfeited  to  this  Sta 
"laws  thereof,  and  lately  sold  by  the  commissior 
4 '  that  the  General  Assembly  of  tnis  State  would  1 
* l  the  sum  for  which  the  said  negro  man  sold,  so 
"him  to  raise  the  other  part  and  be  thereby  set  a 
"was,  by  order,  read  a  second  time;  and  the  Hou* 
"informed  that  the  purchaser  of  the  said  negro,  P 
"  quainted  with  the  contents  of  this  petition  and  the 
"  and  was  thereto  agreed ;  thereupon 
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timously,  That  the  sum  of  money  or  price  for 
legro  man  Peter  sold  at  vendue  as  aforesaid  be 
emitted,  and  the  said  negro  man  Peter  manu- 
harged  from  bondage ;  on  condition,  neverthe- 
security  be  given  to  indemnify  the  county  or 
iny  cost,  charge,  or  expense  for  the  support  or 
the  said  negro  man  Peter,  in  such  manner  as 
State  direct. 


the  minutes, 
urrence. 


NICH'S  VANDYKE. 
Per  JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk." 


Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
tition  and  resolution,  as  concurred  in  by  the 
with  the  resolution  for  prohibiting  the  members 
Bsembly  from  holding  any  office,  &c,  with  the 
ients  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council. 

ig  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 


order, 

the  committee  on  the  petition  of  William  Pow- 
1  allowed. 

Mr.  Hyatt  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
turned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 


member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
r  the  bill  for  furnishing  this  State's  quota  of 
ensuing  campaign,  with  the  amendments  pro- 
the  Council,  in  part  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
1  an  amendment  proposed  by  that  House  to  the 
of  the  Council. 

member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 

the  resolution  prohibiting  the  members  of  the 

j  from  holding  any  office,  &c. ,  with  the  amend- 

ereto  by  the  Council  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
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The  same  member  also  delivered  an  account  1 
Latimer,  Esquire,  of  his  expenses,  as  a  commissi  or 
State,  incurred  in  attending  a  convention  in  Philad< 
certaining  a  general  limitation  of  prices,  amountin 
II  :  o.  Also  two  accounts  of  Doctor  Charles  Ridge 
cine  administered  to  sundry  soldiers,  amounting  in 
^413  :5  :o. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EODEM  I 


The  Council  met. 


The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  several 

to  the  bill  for  furnishing  this  State's  quota  of  suppl 
receded  from  such  of  their  amendments  to  the  sam€ 
agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  agreed  ti 
ment  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  their  1 

Ordered,  That  Mr.   Baning  return  the  said  bill 
ments  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  deliver 
cording  to  order. 

Mr.  Ridgely,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admi 
livered  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  the  officers  of  t 
Regiment,  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House 
on  the  said  petition,  and  a  resolution  of  the  House 
founded  on  the  said  report,  with  the  report  of  the 
mittee  of  Accounts  of  December  21 ,  1779. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  accounts  of  Messrs.  Latimer  and  Ridgely  w 
allowed. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  petition,  repc 
lution  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 
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;r,  the  foregoing  resolution  of  the  House  of 
d  on  the  report  of  the  committee,  was  read  a 
urred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Saturday,  15th  April,  1780. 

x>k  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
was  referred  the  remonstrance  of  the  officers 
Regiment,  and  the  petition  of  Major  Nathaniel 
hers,  and  thereupon  agreed  to  the  said  report 
ne  respects  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regi- 
notion, 

it  the  President  or  Commander  of  the  State  be 
npowered,  from  time  to  time  during  the  recess 
Assembly,  to  draw  his  orders  on  the  State  Trea- 
the  Clothier-General  of  the  State  for  such  sum 
ley  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  him  to  pro- 
li  the  officers  aforesaid  with,  the  supplies  and 
:  ensuing  year,  in  the  said  resolutions  enumer- 


the  minutes.  NICH'S   VANDYKE, 

irrence.  Per  JAS.  BOOTH,  CV k." 

order, 

the  Joint  Committee  of  Accounts  was  read  a 
greed  to. 

Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
tion  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Reeiment, 
committee  thereon,  and  the  resolution  founded 
rt,  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  together  with 
[oint  Committee  of  Accounts,  and  the  accounts 
;r  and  Charles  Ridgely,  Esquires,  respectively 
uncil. 

ring  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  fore- 
rdmg  to  order. 

D-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Sunday,  A,  M.,  April  i 

The  Council  met  Present  the  same  members  as  c 
except  Mr.  Hyatt. 

Mr.  Stidham,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitfc 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  Preston  Berry,  for  t 
of  his  son  from  his  enlistment  into  the  Delaware  Re 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded  then 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  petition  an 
were  severally  read,  and  the  said  resolution  was  c 
and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly,  Aprt 

4 'The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
"  Preston  Berry,  and  thereupon 

"Resolved,  That  Charles  Berry,  the  son  of  the 
"  Berry,  be  and  he  is  hereby  discharged  from  his  en 
"the  Delaware  Regiment,  in  the  service  of  the  L 
"of  America,  upon  the  payment  to  the  recruiting 
"charges  which  have  been  necessarily   incurred 
1  *  Charles  Berry  since  his  said  enlistment 

"Extract  from  the  minutes.  TAS.  BOC 


1  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JASl 
CVkofA 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  to  the  House 
the  foregoing  petition  and  resolution  concurred  in  by 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordir 

Mr.  Adams,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitte 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  / 
affixing  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  several 
mentioned,  together  with  the  said  bills  therein  refe 
several  orders,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  c 
of  Assembly,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  compare 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 
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order,  the  foregoing  bills  were  severally  read 
d  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
as  accordingly  done. 

it  the  Speaker  sign  the  above  mentioned  order; 
:cordingly. 

order, 

for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the 
;  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

i  the  House  of  Assembly,  April  16,  1780. 


it  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
>f  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 

conferring  certain  privileges  and  immunities  on 
5  most  Christian  Majesty,  the  King  of  France, 

regulating  prisoners  of  war  brought  into  this 

the  more  effectual  draining  and  improving  the 
1  low  lands  on  Morris's  Branch,  in  Appoquini- 
d  County  of  New  Castle,  and  for  other  purposes 

r  furnishing  supplies  within  this  State  for  the 
ed  States  for  the  ensuing  campaign.' ' 

the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

irrence.  CVk  of  Assembly. ' ' 

Mr.  Polk  return  the  foregoing  resolution,  with 
'  the  Council  thereto,  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
bills  and  orders  above  mentioned,  respectively 
aker  of  the  Council. 

returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accord- 

nl  took  into  consideration  the  accounts  of  their 
i  at  this  present  meeting,  and  the  following  ac- 
id, viz : 
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To  Sarah  Shankland,  for  dieting  the  members  of 
Council, 

To  Mrs.  Margaret  Kollock,  for  boarding  one  of  the 
members  of  Council  and  their  Clerk,  .'.... 

To  Mr.  John  Wiltbank,  for  lodging  Mr.  Collins  and 
keeping  his  horse, 

To  the  Rev.  Matthew  Wilson,  for  boarding  two  of 
the  members  of  Council, 

To  John  Marsh,  for  keeping  Mr.  Con  well's  horse,    . 

To  Anderson  Parker,  keeping  Mr.  Basset*' s  horse, 

To  Simon  Edwards,  Sergeant-at- Arms,  &c. ,  and  for 
paying  Mrs.  Jones  for  the  rent  of  her  room  for 
the  Council, 

To  William  Polk,  Esq.,  for  his  traveling  charges,    . 

To  Thomas  Collins,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 

To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 

To  Samuel  Patterson,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 

To  Peter  Hyatt,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 

To  Benjamin  Vining,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Council,    . 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  draw  an  order  on  th 
surer  in  favor  of  Sarah  Shankland  for  the  sum  of  £\ 
and  also  that  he  draw  an  order  in  fevor  of  John  Clo\ 
the  sum  of  ^1307  :  14  :  9,  and  separate  orders  for  tl 
sum  of  ^692  17:3. 

Whereupon  the  said  orders  was  immediately  dra* 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  till  the  30th  day  < 
next,  to  meet  at  the  Town  of  Dover. 

*This  total,  and  the  other  figures  given,  are  according  to  the  r 
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of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
by  a  special  order  of  the  President,  on  Mon- 
of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

d  eighty,  a  quorum  of  the  members  to  compose 

ending,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day 

le  8th  instant. 


Thursday,  June  8th,  1780. 
nembers  attended  in  the  Council,  viz  : 
f  County — Samuel  Patterson,  Richard  Cantwell, 

ty — Richard  Bassett,  John  Baning. 

mnty — The  Honorable  John  Clowes,  William 

:o-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  A,  M,,  Jun< 

The  Council  met  Present  the  same  members  as 
and  also  Mr.  Collins. 

Mr.  Patterson  laid  on  the  table  a  remonstrance  fi 
of  Lewes-town,  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  praying  tl 
be  enacted  for  the  better  regulation  of  pilots,  w 
agreement  entered  into  by  the  said  pilots  for  that  pi 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  remonstrant 
ment  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  upon  the  table  a  petition  of  J 
Dorman,  praying  an  increase  of  toll  for  keeping  th« 
the  Broadkill  Creek,  in  Sussex  County,  in  repair,  S 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  petition  was 
time. 

Mr.  John  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  his  Ex  cell  e 
sident,  to  the  General  Assembly,  of  the  Sth  instant, 
letters  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  the  Pre 
State,  of  the  24th  and  29th  May,  1780,  together  w 
of  Congress  of  the  22d,  26th  and  27th  of  the  same  1 
referred  to. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met 


Eodem 


On  motion,  by  order,  the  President's  message,  ai 
acts  of  Congress  therein  referred  to,  were  read  the  I 
the  said  message  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"Gentlemen,  of  the  General Assembly : 

"A  circular  letter,  of  the  nineteenth  of  May  last, 
"  received  from  the  President  of  Congress,  with  s 
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'  of  the  same  date,  calling  upon  the  several 
w  Hampshire  to  Virginia,  inclusive,  to  furnish 
ten  millions  dollars  for  immediate  use,  have, 
tance  of  the  subject,  determined  me,  with  the 
ivy  Council,  to  convene  you  at  so  early  a  day 
sitting,  both  because  the  most  speedy  compli- 
t,  and  the  most  vigorous  exertions  in  carrying 
execution,  appear  to  be  equally  obvious  and 
isary.  I  have  therefore  directed  the  Secretary 
>ers  before  your  Honors  for  immediate  consid- 


the  writs  for  convening  the  General  Assembly, 
a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Cooperation,  at 

the  23th  ultimo,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
-in-Chief  of  our  Army,  and  other  papers  of  the 
h  I  have  also  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  be- 
m  persuaded  that  the  powerful  naval  and  land 
tere  from  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  our  good 
the  operation  of  our  arms,  together  with  your 
n  for  the  interest  of  your  country,  will  lead  you 
n  in  your  power  consistent  with  the  situation 
e  of  the 'people  you  represent. 

r  will  deliver  you  an  act  of  Congress,  of  the  2 2d 
g  an  embargo  within  this  State. 

1  have  this  day  received  from  the  President  of 
;r  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  May,  with  two  acts  of 
xxiy  of  the  twenty-sixth  and  twenty-seventh  of 
t,  tne  one  recommending  to  the  States  where 
ie  to  their  inhabitants  from  the  Quartermaster's 
y's  Departments,   by  notes  or  certificates,  to 

for  discharging  the  same  ;  the  other  adopting 
lip  for  sea  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States, 
nony,  and  forwarding  the  common  views  of 
lerica ;  one  other  act  of  Congress  of  the  first 

further  provision  respecting  such  supplies  as 
irnish  other  than,  or  over  and  above,  their  quota 
lired  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  February 
pers  also  the  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  for 
on. 


S,  1780. 


CiESAR  RODNEY." 


Digitized  by 


Gfck 


546 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


By  special  order,  the  foregoing  message  and 
were  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  the  House 

On  motion,  by  order, 

.    The  remonstrance  of  the  pilots  in  Lewes-town,  j 
of  agreement  accompanying  the  same,  were  read 
and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
sideration. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  of  John  Sheldon  Dorman  was  read 
and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
sideration. 

Mr.  Patterson  is  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Hous< 
with  the  several  foregoing  papers. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thei 
to  order. 

Mr.  William  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from  George  Cragl 
Clothier-General  of  this  State,  of  the  3d  instant,  1 
supplying  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Respment  1 
lieu  of  stores  ;  which,  by  order,  was  read  tne  first  1 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  8  o'clock. 


Saturday,  June 
The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as 
Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  P.  M.,  June  12th,  1780. 
;t.     Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Bas- 

ppeared  in  the  Council,  and  made  his  excuse, 
non-attendnce  at  an  earlier  day  in  the  sessions  ; 
d. 

1  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
ir  a  bill  for  furnishing  the  Continental  Treasury 
and  thirty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars, 
adit  of  the  State. 

arder,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

r,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
Patterson,  Collins  and  Polk,  to  report  thereon 

;o  whom  the  said  bill  was  referred  now  reported 
at  the  same  do  pass. 

1  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs 
uncil. 

the  same  be  returned,  by  Mr.  Conwell,  to  the 

y- 

urned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
o-morrow  morning  at  8  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June  13th,  1780. 

t     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
1  bill  for  the  supporting,,  maintaining  and  keep- 
the  causeway  and  bridge  over  Broadkill  Creek, 


Digitized  by* 


548 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


in  Sussex  County,  with  the  petition  of  John  S.  Dor 
the  said  bill  was  founded. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  remonstran 
of  agreement  between  the  pilots  at  Lewes-town,  i 
regulating  the  pilots  within  this  State  employed  in 
and  other  vessels  through  the  Bay  of  Delaware. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  supporting,  maintaining  and  keepin 
pair  the  causeway  and  bridge  over  the  Broadkill, 
the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second 
ferred  to  Messrs.  Clowes,  Collins  and  Polk,  to  r 
this  afternoon. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  pilots  within  this  S 
read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  tim 
to  Messrs.  Patterson,  Conwell  and  Hyatt,  to  repoi 
afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem 


The  Council  met. 


The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  for  supporting  2 
good  repair  the  causeway  and  bridge  over  the  Broa 
Sussex  County,  was  referred,  now  reported  sundr] 
to  the  same  bill ;  which,  by  order,  were  read,  agn 
dered  to  be  transcribed. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for 
pilots  within  this  State,  employed  in  piloting  ships 
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3ay  of  Delaware,  now  reported  as  their  opinion 


e  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs 
ouncil. 

Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
d  bill  and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
leir  concurrence;  and  also  the  bill  for  regulating 
his  State,  &c,  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

x>morrow  morning  at  8  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  14th,  1780. 

st.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers  com- 
ording  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

j  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
et 

member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
a  resolution  empowering  the  Clothier-General 
cers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  with  money  in 

ber  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
sale  of  a  quantity  of  steel,  the  property  of  the 

order, 
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The  resolution  empowering  the  Clothier-General  t 
officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  with  money  in  li 
was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  ti 
curred  in,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assi 
"Wednesday,  A.  M.f  J  urn 

"  It  being  represented  to  the  House  that  the  Reg 
"  State  having  marched  to  join  the  Southern  army, 
"  General  finds  it  almost  impracticable  to  transmit  t 
"of  the  said  reeiment  the  stores  allowed  them  by 
"Assembly,  and  that  from  the  delay  and  wastage 
"be  unavoidable  in  conveying  such  stores  to  the  s; 
"during  the  present  campaign,  divers  officers  of  th 
"requested  that  the  Clothier-General  be  empowers 
"the  amount  of  such  stores  to  the  officers  in  money 

"Resolved,  That  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Clothie 
"this  State,  pay  unto  Major  John  Patten,  of  the  sa 
"the  amount  of  the  stores  aforesaid,  to  be  by  tr 
"Patten  distributed  to  the  officers  of  the  said  reg 
"proportion  in  which  such  stores  are  directed  to  be 
"by  die  General  Assembly. 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOC 

crko/A 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  same  to  tl 
Assembly,  concurred  in  by  tne  Council. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  there 
to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  for  the  sale  of  a  quantity  of  steel, 
of  this  State,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  ti 
curred  in,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz: 
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"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  14,  1780. 

considerable  quantity  of  steel  was  heretofore 
be  use  of  this  State,  a  considerable  part  whereof 

part  of  which  may  be  sold  and  the  money  aris- 
Dfied  for  the  use  of  the  State ;  therefore 

tat  the  President  of  the  State  be  requested  and 
have  so  much  of  the  said  steel  sold  by  public 
atest  and  best  price  that  can  be  got  for  the  same, 
inion,  may  think  can  be  spared. 

lat  the  money  arising  by  such  sale  be  by  the 
into  the  hands  of  the  State  Treasurer,  to  be  by 
wards  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 

hundred  dollars,  directed  to  be  borrowed,  on 
is  State,  by  the  act  entided  'An  act  for  furnish- 
ental  Treasury  with  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 

hundred  dollars,  by  loan,  on  the  credit  of  this 
at  the  President  make  return  of  such  sale  and 

General  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting. 

the  minutes. 
:urrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CI* k  of  Assembly." 


;  Mr.  Cantwell  return  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
;nce  of  the  Council  thereto,  to  the  House  of  As- 
being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 
;r. 

member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
r  a  bill  for  the  payment  and  discharge  of  divers 
r  certificates,  in  the  hands  of  inhabitants  of  this 
Francis  Wade,  Esquire,  Deputy  Quartermaster- 
tis  State. 

order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  June 

The  Council  met  Present  the  same  members  as 
except  Mr.  Collins. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  payment  and  discharge  of  divers  i 
or  certificates,  issued  by  Francis  Wade,  Esq.,  &c, 
second  time. 

The  same,  by  order,  was  read  a  third  time  by  pa; 
sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcril 
with  the  said  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  co 
Mr.  Polk. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  ther 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EODEM 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  John  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  return  of  deserters  from 
Regiment,  confined  in  the  public  goal  of  Kent 
January  1st,  1780,  together  with  a  petition  of  Benj 
keeper  of  the  said  goal,  relative  thereto,  and  a  res 
House  of  Assembly,  founded  thereon,  for  the  pa 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  the  said  Benjamin  Cro< 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  petition  a 
were  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  8  o'clock. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  June  16th,  1780. 

t.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
ns. 

member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  furnishing 
reasury  with  132,800  dollars,  by  loan,  on  the 
;  the  bill  for  the  supporting,  maintaining,  &c. , 
roadkill  Creek,  &c,  with  the  amendments  pro- 
he  Council  agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assem- 
rein ;  and  also  the  bill  for  regulating  the  pilots 
&c. ,  engrossed  and  respectively  signed  by  the 
Duse  of  Assembly,  together  with  the  originals, 

ber  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
embly  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same 

order, 

alls  were  severally  read,  compared  and  ordered 
e  Speaker  ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

order, 

for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  three  laws, 
urred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"  Friday,  June  16th,  1780. 


it  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
f  the  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 

the  furnishing  the  Continental  Treasury  with 
thirty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  by 
:  of  the  State ;" 

'  the  supporting,  maintaining  and  keeping  in 
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good  repair  the  bridge  over  the  Broad  kill  Crei 
County,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned 

3.  "An  act  for  regulating  the  pilots  within  t 
ployed  in  piloting  ships  ana  other  vessels  throug 
Delaware. 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"  Sent  for  concurrence. 


J  AS.  BO 

crkof 


Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  bills,  respectively  i 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  together  W 
tion  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  thereto,  concurred  ir 
cil,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  1 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  aceor 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins,  for  leave  to  bring  ir 
repealing  an  act  of  Assembly  entided  "An  act  for 
and  keeping  up  the  causeway  adjoining  the  ere 
Murderkill,  in  ICent  County/ '  the  same  was  grante 
upon  a  bill  for  that  purpose  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembl 
ted  and  delivered  the  bill  for  the  payment  and  disct 
receipts,  notes,  or  certificates,  &c,  with  the  amendrr 
thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  I 
an  additional  amendment  proposed  to  the  first  amei 
House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  readt  m 
acceded  to  the  additional  amendment  of  the  Hous< 
and  proposed  a  further  amendment  to  their  own 
which  was  read,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  trans 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantwell  return  the  foregoinj 
several  amendments,  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
sideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


et 


r  order,  the  petition  of  Benj.  Crooks,  and  the 
:  House  of  Assembly  for  tne  payment  of  one 
r  pounds  to  the  said  Benj.  Crooks,  were  sever- 
ed time,  and  the  said  resolution  was  concurred 
ivs,  viz : 

11  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  June  14,  1780. 

ee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Benj. 
•  of  the  public  goal  of  Kent  County,  report  that 
0  the  said  Benj.  Crooks  one  hundred  and  fifty 
ewood  furnished  during  the  course  of  the  last 
:ers  from  the  Delaware  Regiment  in  the  service 
States,  who  were  confined  in  the  said  goal,  and 
e  paid  out  of  the  public  money  of  this  State  and 
United  States  ;  to  which  the  House  agreed. 

at  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order 
easurer  for  the  aforesaid  one  hundred  and  fifty 
of  the  said  Benjamin  Crooks. 

the  minutes, 
urrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CVk  of  Assembly r 


tow  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
ge  according  to  order. 

the  account  and  petition  of  Benjamin  Crooks, 
1  for  the  payment  of  ^150  to  the  said  Benjamin 
led  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  concurred  in  by 
Ir.  Polk. 

turned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 


order, 
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The  bill  for  the  repealing  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
ing  and  keeping  up  the  causeway  adjoining  the  ere 
Murderkill,  &c.,M  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  same  was,  by  order,  read  a  third  time,  by  pa 
passed  the  Council. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Collins  deliver  the  foregoir 
House  of  Assembly  for  their  perusal  and  considerat 

Mr.  Collins  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordir 

Mr.  Adams,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending, 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  act  to  prohibit  the  e 
provisions  from  this  State  beyond  the  seas  for  a  lim: 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  ti 
mitted  to  Messrs.  Collins,  Polk  and  Patterson,  to  r 
to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  S  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  MM  June 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assemb 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  tin 
of  buildings  erected  upon  lands  of  the  inhabitants 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  &c. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  fc 
the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this  State,  &c. , 
an  amendment  thereto ;  which  was  read,  agreed  to. 
to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantwell  wait  on  the  House 
with  the  bill  last  mentioned  and  the  transcribed  ami 

Mr.  Cantwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accorc 
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j  order, 

le  preservation  of  public  buildings  was  read  the 

ler,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
•  for  consideration. 

a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
id  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  James 
ry  Latimer,  surgeons  in  the  army,  for  clothing, 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  furnish- 
he  said  James  Tilton  and  Henry  Latimer. 

>y  order,  the  foregoing  petition  and  resolution 
st  time. 

ler,  the  same  were  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
oncurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  A.  M.,  June  17,  1780. 

Congress,  by  their  act  of  the  15th  day  of  April 
>lved  that  any  State  which  shall  furnish  the  offi- 
>spital  and  medical  staff  belonging  to  such  State 
of  the  United  States  with  such  articles  of  cloth- 
ficers  are  respectively  entitled  to  by  a  resolution 
>f  the  20th  November,  1779,  and  make  return 
Clothier-General,  shall  have  credit  for  such  sup- 
accounts  with  the  United  States ;  and  whereas 
md  Henry  Latimer,  senior  surgeons  in  the  army 
Jtates,  have  prayed  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
nished  with  clothing  as  aforesaid ;  therefore 

hat  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Clothier-General  of 
mthorized  and  directed  to  furnish  the  said  James 
enry  Latimer  with  such  articles  as  by  the  said 
irected,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the  Clothier- 
Army,  according  to  the  said  resolution,  and  also 


1  the  minutes, 
currence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CVk  of  Assembly. ' ' 
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Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  petition  and  resolutk 
in  by  the  Council,  be  returned  by  Mr.  Polk  to  the  3 
sembly. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  there 
to  order. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  bill 
ervation  of  public  buildings,  &c,  and  sundry  amen 
proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed 
the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  concurrence,  by  fl 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  then 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  Monday  m 
o'clock. 


Monday,  A,  M,,  June 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as 
and  also  Mr.  Bassett. 

Mr.   Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending, 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  preserva 
buildings,   &c,  with  the  amendments  proposed  tt 
Council  in  part  agreed  to  and  in  part  disagreed  to  1 
of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  bill  to  prohil 
tation  of  provisions  from  this  State,  &c,  with  the 
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by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  As- 
i  therein. 

member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
d  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  procuring  an 
y  of  provisions  within  this  State  for  the  Army 
ites,  &c,  accompanied  with  an  act  of  Congress 

a  letter  from  his  Excellency,  General  Washing- 
littee  of  Cooperation,  of  the  25th  May,  and  two 
laid  committee,  to  the  President  of  the  State,  of 
I  2d  June,  1780,  on  the  subject  of  supplies. 

>ok  into  consideration  the  bill  for  the  preserva- 
ildings  and  its  amendments,  and  thereupon  they 
dr  first  amendment,  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
i  adhered  to  their  last,  also  disagreed  to  by  that 
rise  proposed  additional  amendments  to  the  said 
read,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed 
r  with  the  said  bill  and  the  embargo  bill,  by  Mr. 
iouse  of  Assembly,  and  also  the  following  mes- 

3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
iet 

y  order,  the  bill  for  procuring  an  immediate 
iions,  &c,  together  with  the  act  of  Congress 
npanying  the  said  bill,  were  severally  read  the 

ler,  the  same  bill  was  read  the  second  time  and 
tv  till  to-morrow. 

ow  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
charge  according  to  order. 

to-morrow  morning  at  7  o'clock. 


iot  recorded. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June 
The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  bill 
an  immediate  supply  of  provisions,  &c,  and  sundr) 
to  the  same  were  proposed,  read,  agreed  to,  and  \ 
transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  deliver  the  foregoing 
act  of  Congress  and  several  letters  accompanying 
gether  with  the  transcribed  amendments,  to  the  Ho 
Sly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence, 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  the  deliver} 
said  papers  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Stidham,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assemb 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message 
cellency,  the  President,  inclosing  copies  of  two  le 
Excellency,  General  Washington,  to  the  Committe 
tion,  of  the  nth  and  12th  instant,  together  with 
General  Washington,  of  the  2d  instant,  to  the  Pre 
State,  respecting  aids  of  Militia  from  this  State  ;  a 
for  embodying  a  number  of  Militia  for  the  purpos 
ing  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  foregoing  bill  and  message,  with  the  several 
panying  the  same,  were  severally  read,  and  the  sa 
in  these  words,  viz  : 

* '  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  ; 

li  Yesterday  evening  I  received  a  letter  from  the 
11  Cooperation  at  Morris-town,  dated  the  12th  insi 
"with  copies  of  two  letters  from  his  Excellency,  C 
"ington,  to  the  committee  ;  all  which  I  have  direc 
"  tary  to  lay  before  your  Honors  immediately,  and  ; 
"is  very  pressing,  I  am  persuaded  you  will  do  ever 
"  power,  without  the  least  delay,  to  answer  his  exp 

11  Dover,  June  17,  1780.  CAESAR  R 
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/e  was  granted  to  Mr.  Polk  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  trade  of  this  State ;  whereupon  a  bill  for  this 
on  the  table. 

order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
et. 

order,  the  bill  for  embodying  a  number  of  Mi- 
Ac,  was  read  the  secona  time. 

a  third  time  by  paragraphs  read,  and  sundry 
eto  were  proposea,  read,  agreed  to  and  ordered 

Mr.  Polk  deliver  the  said  bill,  with  the  trans- 
its, and  the  President's  message  and  letters  ac- 
iame  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

lg  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 

:,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  of  that  House 
as,  &c. 

order,  the  foregoing  resolutions  were  read  the 

order, 

s  protection  of  the  trade  of  this  State  was  read 
ind  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

the  same  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for 
»n  and  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Cantwell. 

a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
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ted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  accounts  of  Ca 
mouth,  the  superintendent  of  the  recruiting  service 
ware  Regiment,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  co 
House  of  Assembly  and  of  the  Auditor  General  o 
counts,  and  the  muster  roll,  dated  30th,  17S0. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  tp  the  Chair  ! 
McCalFs  account  for  rent  due  him  for  ground  whe 
tinental  stable  in  the  Town  of  Dover  is  erected,  wi 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the  Speak- 
order  in  favor  of  the  said  Samuel  for  ^280. 

The  several  foregoing  accounts,  reports,  and  reso 
ering  the  Speakers  to  draw  an  order  in  favor  of  S, 
by  order,  severally  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  procuring  arms,  &c,  was  re 
time,  and  some  amendments  were  proposed  thereto 
read,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  ar 
House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Cantwell. 

Mr.  Cantwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  deliv 
eral  papers  committed  to  him  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  6  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  U.t  J  urn 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as 
except  Mr.  Bassett. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Asse 
mitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolution 
arms,  &c,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  I 
acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chai 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the  Presi< 
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on  the  bay  and  river  of  Delaware  for  the  protec- 
thereof. 

f  order, 

for  procuring  arms,  &c,  as  amended,  was  read 
,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Tuesday,  A.  M.,  20th  June,  1780. 

;  may  be  necessary  from  time  to  time,  during  the 
General  Assembly,  that  the  receivers  of  supplies 
re  Counties  of  this  State  be  furnished  with  money 
able  them  to  proceed  on  the  business  assigned 

lat  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
hereby  is  empowered  to  draw  his  order  on  the 
r  in  favor  of  the  said  receivers  respectively  for 
noney  as  he  may  judge  necessary  to  enable  the 
to  conduct  the  business  with  dispatch  and  ex- 
jvhich  the  said  receivers  are  respectively  to  be 
the  General  Assembly. 

>,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief 
Dwered  and  requested  to  write  to  the  Board  of 
re  arms  and  other  accoutrements  for  the  use  of 
Ired  and  fifteen  men  required  of  this  State,  the 
>cured  on  loan,  or  charged  to  the  State,  as  may 
ible  to  the  said  Board. 


1  the  minutes, 
currence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CVk  of  Assembly." 


r  order, 

l  empowering  the   President  to  fit  out  barges, 
e  first  time. 

er,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
llows  in  these  words,  viz  :  * 


not  recorded. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson  return  the  two  fori 
tions,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  to  eacl 
to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Patterson,  being  returned,  reported  the  d 
same  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  empowering  the  Speakers  to  dra 
favor  of  S.  McCall  for  £  280,  was  read  the  second 
jected. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Capt.  Learmouth's  accounts  was  read  the  second  til 
to,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"Your  committee  who  were  directed  to  eonve: 
4  Learmouth  on  the  subject  of  his  accounts,  have 
1  ference,  and  thereupon  beg  leave  to  report :    Th; 

*  ion  of  your  committee  the  premium  which  was 
1  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  dated  the  - 
4 1779,  is  now  quite  insufficient  for  the  duty,  and 

'  ciation  of  our  paper  currency  has  become  much 

*  designed  by  the  Legislature  ;  therefore  your  cor 
1  opinion  that  the  reward  now  to  be  allowed  to  Caj 

*  for  the  recruiting  service  should  be  made  equal 

1  designed  by  the  Assembly  at  the  time  of  entering 
'lution  aforesaid,  and  also  that  the  reasonable  exp 
'  Learmouth  during  his  attendance  for  the  settlen 
'  counts  ought  to  be  paid  by  this  State, 

11  Your  committee,  being  further  instructed  to  re 
c  be  the  state  of  the  accounts,  do  report  that,  after  a! 

*  sums  of  money  expended  in  taking  up  and  secu 
'and  also  for  Capt.  Learmouth' s  expenses  going 
'and  returning  from  Philadelphia,  being  sent  ther 
'  ernor  for  money,  there  appears  due  from  the  sa 
1  mouth  the  sum  of  four  thousand  one  hundred 
'dollars." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  to  the  Hous< 
Capt.  Learmouth's  muster  roll  and  recruiting  acco 
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mmittee  thereon  agreed  to  by  the  Council,  and 
sraTs  report,  and  abo  deliver  the  resolution  em- 
?akers  to  draw  an  order  in  favor  of  S.  McCall  for 
y  the  Council. 

>orted  the  delivery  of  the  aforesaid  several  papers 
er. 

present  mode  of  raising  recruits  to  fill  up  the 
tent  is  found,  by  experience,  not  to  answer  the 
lereby  intended ;  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy 
iment  aforesaid,  therefore 

t  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  in  this 
e  being  may,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
ippoint  one  or  more  suitable  persons  in  each 
ate,  inhabitants  thereof,  to  the  recruiting  service, 
foresaid. 

That  every  person  on  the  recruiting  service, 
-esaid,  shall  be  allowed  one  hundred  and  ninety 
ible-bodied  soldier  he  may  enlist  to  serve  during 
>  shall  pass  muster. 

ional  bounty  of  two  hundred  dollars,  over  and 
mdred  dollars  allowed  by  Congress,  be  given  to 
t  may  be  so  enlisted* 

dent  advance,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  persons 
t  of  the  money  in  his  hands  for  the  recruiting 
such  sums  as  he  may  think  necessary  for  the 
;  and 

ns  appointed  to  the  service  aforesaid  respectively 
d  upon  by  the  President,  account  with  him  for 
of  all  monies  by  them  received  for  the  aforesaid 

t  Mr.  Conwell  deliver  the  foregoing  resolutions 
Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 
er. 

ember  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
account  of  Robert  Crozier  against  the  Delaware 
s  done,  amounting  to  £  306. 
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The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution 
County  Lieutenant  to  account  for  fines  received ;  a 
lution  requesting  the  President  to  write  to  Congres 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  account  of  Robert  Crozier  was  read,  consi 
lowed  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  four  pound* 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  directing  the  County  Lieutenant 
fines  received,  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  ai 

"  In  the  House  of  As 
"  Wednesday,  A,  M.,  Ju 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Count 
* '  General  Assembly  at  their  meeting  in  October 
"fail,  and  render  an  account  of  the  fines  and  ft 
"have  received. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  furnish  each  of  their 
"a  copy  of  the  above  resolution. 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"  Sent  for  concurrence. 
On  motion,  by  order, 


JAS.  BO 

CVk  of 


The  resolution  requesting  the  President  to  writ* 
&c,  was  read  the  first  time  and  concurred  in,  and  t 
words,  viz :  * 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantwell  return  the  foreg 
allowed  by  the  Council,  and  the  two  last  mentiont 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  to  each  respe 
House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Cantwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accor 

Mr.  West,  a  member  of  Assembly,   attending, 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  laws,   < 


*  The  resolution  is  not  recorded  in  the  minutes. 
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id  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  in 
area  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council, 

the  preservation  of  public  buildings,  &c. ; 

go  bill ; 

payment  and  discharge  of  divers  receipts,  &c. ; 

r  bill ; 

bill; 

solution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing 
"  this  State  to  the  same. 

e  several  foregoing  bills  were  read,  compared, 
>e  signed  by  the  Speaker ;  which  was  done  ac- 


order, 

for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  before  men- 
read  the  first  time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as 

11  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Wednesday,  June  21,  1780. 


iat  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
of  the  State  to  the  following  bills,  to  wit : 

*  the  preservation  of  buildings  erected  upon  the 
its  of  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
buildings  and  lands  in  the  United  States  during 
and  to  punish  persons  for  waste  or  trespasses 
litted  thereon,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 

prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this 
seas  for  a  limited  time  ;" 

5r  payment  and  discharge  of  divers  receipts, 
ates  in  the  hands  of  inhabitants  of  this  State, 
is  Wade,  Esq.,  Deputy  Quartermaster  General 
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within  this  State  for  the  Continental  Army,  and 
assistants,  for  forage  and  other  articles  furnished  t 
said  department  for  the  public  service  ;" 

4.  "An  act  for  procuring  an  immediate  suppl; 
within  this  State  for  the  Army  of  the  United  Stat< 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned ;" 

5.  "An  act  for  embodying  a  number  of  the 
State  for  the  purpose  of  reinforcing  the  Army 
States/ ' 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
11  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BC 
CVk  of 


Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  bills,  and  the 
affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same,  respectively 
Speaker  of  the  Council,  be  returned  to  the  Hous 
by  Mr.  Collins. 

Who  reported  the  delivery  of  the  same  accordir 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
to  the  Chair  the  resolution  empowering  the  Presic 
one  or  more  persons  within  this  State  for  the  rec 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  th 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  sign  an  order  in  fa\ 
son  and  Hazzard  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pou 
he  draw  an  order  in  favor  of  James  Adams  for  £% 
Wilson  and  Butler  for  £  156  :  5  :  o  ;  and  also  in  f 
min  Crooks  for  £  150  :  o  :  o  and  £  165  :  o  :  o,  and 
for  £  100  :  o  :  o. 

Whereupon  the  aforesaid  several  orders  wer 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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net  and  took  into  consideration  the  accounts  of 
it  the  present  session,  and  the  following  allow- 
2,  to  wit : 

,  for  traveling  expenses,  as  per  bill, 


*rson,  for  do.  do.,  No.  2, 
well,  for  do.  do. ,  No.  3, 
for  do.  do.,  No.  4,  .  . 
twell,  for  do.  do. ,  No.  5, 
c,  for  do.  do.,  No.  6, 
ning,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  as  per 


th,  barber,  as  per  bill,  No 
*11,  as  per  bill,  No.  9, 


8, 


>  72 

0  0 

90 

0  0 

85 

0  0 

15 

0  0 

39 

10  0 

22 

10  0 

337 

2  6 

75 

0  0 

3>i42 

12  6 

;£  3>878  15  o 


it  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  State  Trea- 
tment of  the  aforesaid  sums. 

le  said  orders  was  immediately  drawn  and  signed 


mcil  adjourned  to  the  30th  day  of  September 
the  Town  of  Dover. 
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>f  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  on  Friday, 
tino  Domini,  1780,  a  sufficient  number  of  mem- 
lorum  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from 
rednesday,  November  1st,  1780. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  November  1st,  1780. 

members  appeared  in  the  Council,  viz  : 

fe  County — Samuel  Patterson,  Richard  Cantwell. 

ity — Thomas  Collins,  John  Baning. 

ninty — William  Conwell,  William  Polk. 

iie  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of  New 
tion  of  a  Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of  Peter  Hyatt, 
ecame  vacant  on  the  first  day  of  October  last  by 
id  on  the  table,  it  appears  that  Thomas  McDon- 
ras  elected  a  member  of  the  Council  for  the  said 
Zastle,  in  the  room  of  the  said  Peter  Hyatt,  on 
f  October  aforesaid. 

gh  appeared  in  the  Council. 

'  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 

rtion  of  a  Councillor  jto  fill  the  seat  of  Richard 

which  became  vacant  on  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
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ber  last  by  rotation,  being  laid  on  the  table,  it  app 
Cook,  Esquire,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Coun 
County  of  Kent,  on  the  second  day  of  October  afoi 
of  Mr.  Bassett. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  t 
Sussex  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor,  being  laid  < 
appears  that  John  Clowes,  Esquire,  whose  seat  bee 
the  first  day  of  October  last  by  rotation,  was  reelec 
of  the  Council  for  the  said  County  of  Sussex,  on  t 
of  October  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Clowes  appeared  in  the  Council. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a 
Thomas  Collins,  Esquire,  was  elected. 

The  Speaker  being  seated  in  the  Chair,  Mr.  Be 
was  chosen  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  Benjamin 
keeper  and  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr.  McDonough  and  Mr.  Clowes,  the  two  mem 
the  last  general  election,  took  the  oath  and  subscri 
ration  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article  of  tt 
of  this  State,  and  then  took  their  seats.     [See  note 

Mr.  Benjamin  Vining,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  ap 
House,  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the  declarat 
by  the  22d  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  also  to< 
office.     [See  note  on  page  //.] 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Patterson  and  Clowes  b 
to  wait  on  the  President  and  inform  him  that  the  C 
met,  are  ready  to  receive  any  business  his  Excelk 
to  lay  before  them. 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  th 
on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  according  to  ore 
ered  the  message  committed  to  them,  and  that  he  \ 
answer,  to  say,  that  he  had  laid  his  business  before 
Assembly,  and  that  the  same,  in  its  regular  course 
before  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
[  presented  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from  the  Pre- 
ss, addressed  to  his  Excellency,  the  President, 
hat  honorable  body,  of  the  12th  and  24th  Ail- 
ing provision  for  the  officers  of  the  army. 

iber  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from 
ds  Excellency,  the  President,  of  the  12th  Sep- 
ether  with  a  letter  from  Captain  James  Moore, 
mas  Collins,  Esquire,  and  the  resolutions  of  the 
ly  respecting  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regi- 

order,  the  foregoing  letters,  and  the  several 
ring  the  same,  were  read  the  first  time. 

o-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  November  2d,  1780. 
;t.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
order, 

of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  offi- 
rare  Regiment,  were  read  a  second  time,  and 
is  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

the  same  be  transcribed,  and  that  Mr.  Patter- 
ouse  of  Assembly  therewith,  and  also  return  the 
id  the  several  acts  of  Congress  of  the  12th  and 
yered  yesterday. 

being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
embly  with  the  said  papers  according  to  order. 
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Mr.  Collings,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assen 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  reso 
ing  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  with  1 
proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  th 
sembly;  which  were  read,  as  amended,  and  cone 
Council,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Ai 

"  Tuesday,  P.  M.,  Octob 

"  The  committee  to  whom  were  recommitted  tl 
"acts  of  Congress  of  the  12th  and  24th  August 
"from  General  Gist,  reported  an  essay  of  the  bi 
"  them  ;  whereupon,  the  same  being  read  and  co 

"Resolved,  That  an  immediate  supply  of  two 

*  specie,  be  advanced  by  this  State  to  each  of  th< 
1  Delaware  Regiment  who  were  made  prisoners  : 
'the  1 6th  of  August  last  and  now  remain  with  f 
1  also  to  Capt.  James  Moore  and  Lieutenant  Joh 
'said  regiment,  who  are  now  prisoners  on  Lo 
'  that  one  months  pay,  in  specie,  be  advanced  to 
1  cers  of  the  said  regiment,  who  have  been  in  th 
'  United  States  of  America  in  the  Southern  Dep; 

"That,  in  order  to  procure  the  said  sum,  in 
'  five  thousand  dollars,  in  Bills  of  Credit,  emitte 
'  be  forthwith  laid  out  by  Samuel  Patterson,  Esi 
'  Treasurer,  in  the  purchase  of  a  sum  of  mone 
1  the  purpose  aforesaid  ;  and  that  an  order  be 
1  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Ass< 
'  the  said  Treasurer  to  apply  so  much  of  the  pi 

*  the  use  aforesaid ;  and,  as  soon  as  the  same 

*  obtained,  that  the  State  Treasurer  pay  such  pa 
1  hereinbefore  allotted  to  the  officers  who  ha\ 
'  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Southern  aj 
1  William  McKennan ;  or,  in  case  of  his  death, 
1  proceed  to  the  army,  to  such  other  person  as 

'  surer  may  think  proper,  who  is  to  be  accounta 
1  eral  Assembly  for  the  disposition  of  the  said  m 
'  the  State  Treasurer  remit  the  part  allotted  to 
'  and  Lieutenant  Hyatt  in  such  way  as  he  shall  c 

"That  the  State  Treasurer  charge  the  Contii 
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ghty-five  thousand  dollars  as  so  much  advanced 
}uota  for  the  United  States. 

thier-General  of  this  State  be  directed  to  pur- 
tely  the  necessary  clothing  and  stores  for  the 
Idiers,  as  well  prisoners  as  others,  belonging  to 
regiment,  and  have  them  forwarded,  with  all 
ed,  to  the  said  officers  and  soldiers;  and  that 
awn  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  the  said 
al  for  the  sum  of  fifty-five  thousand  dollars,  to 
perform  that  service ;  the  said  Clothier-General 
i  the  General  Assembly  for  the  expenditure  of 
im. 


the  minutes. 
:urrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
Cl'k  of  Assembly." 


t  Mr.  Cantwell  return  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
:nce  of  the  Council  thereto,  to  the  House  of  As- 

the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 
3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
et  and  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 


Friday,  November  3,  1780. 
et  and  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  Novemb 
The  Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Cook,  a  member  of  the  Council  for  the  O 
now  appeared  in  the  Council,  took  the  oath  and 
declaration  prescribed  by  the  22d  article  of  the  I 
this  State,  and  then  took  his  seat.     [See  note  on  j 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assem 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petit 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Sussex  County,  with  a  till  i 
divers  persons  concerned  in  the  late  insurrection 
founded  on  the  said  petition. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  c 
Assembly  respecting  an  adjournment;  which,  by  c 
and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"In  the  House  of  1 
44  Friday,  P.  M.,  Nover 
"On  motion, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  intention  of  this  He 
1  *  the  present  sessions  to-morrow  evening  to  a  di 
"that  Mr.  Peery  wait  on  the  Council  with  a  cop) 
"  tion  for  their  information. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVkoj 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Susse 
the  bill  founded  thereon,  were  severally  read  the  f 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  for  leave  to  bring  ir 
pending  the  operation  of  the  tender  bills  for  a  li 
same  was  granted,  and  a  bill  for  that  purpose  v 
table,  and,  l>y  order,  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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s  relief  of  divers  persons  concerned  in  the  late 
ussex  County,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
t.  Speaker,  Mr.  Clowes,  and  Mr.  Patterson,  to 
s  afternoon. 

order, 

spending  the  operation  of  the  tender  bills,  was 
me  and  referred  to  Messrs.  McDonough,  Cook, 
rt  thereon. 

\  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
et. 

member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
delivered  to  the  Chair  the  President's  message 
isembly,  of  the  25th  ultimo,  inclosing  three  cir- 
the  President  of  Congress,  an  act  of  Congress, 
st,  for  ascertaining  the  rank  of  Governors ;  one 
nber  last,  for  facilitating  the  final  ratification  of 
onfederation,  and  one  of  the  20th  September, 
arrangement  of  the  army,  together  with  an  act 
1  of  New  York,  and  some  proceedings  of  the 
itures  of  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia 
tides  of  Confederation. 

ber  also  presented  to  the  Chair  a  message  from 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  28th  October,  in- 
Congress  of  the  10th  of  the  same  month,  *res- 
ippropriated  lands  as  may  be  ceded  or  relin- 
ked States  by  any  particular  State. 

order, 

>  message  of  the  25th  ultimo,  and  its  inclosures, 
id,  and  the  said  message  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 
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' '  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

"  Divers  acts  of  Congress,  accompanied  with 
from  the  President  of  that  honorable  body,  a 
relative  thereto,  have  been  transmitted  to  me  s 
the  last  session.  These  papers t  from  their  na 
tance  to  the  welfare  of  the  State  indispensat 
attention  of  the  Legislature,  I  have  directed 
lav  before  your  Honors  for  your  consideratio 
oi  the  6th  ultimo,  recommending  measures  tc 
the  several  States  for  facilitating  the  completic 
fication  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  wit 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  pr 
respective  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Maryh 
relative  to  that  subject;  two  acts  of  the  12th  am 
last,  making  further  provision  for  the  officers 
the  Continental  Army,  with  recommendation 
States ;  one,  of  the  25th  of  the  same  month, 
rank  of  Governors  or  Presidents  of  the  seve 
they  may  act  in  the  field  together,  or  in  rami 
Continental  Army  ;  one,  of  the  26th,  earnest!) 
to  the  several  States  to  take  the  most  speei 
means  in  their  power  for  drawing  in  their  resp 
the  Continental  Bills  of  Credit,  to  be  destroy 
exchanging  for  them  new  bills,  pursuant  to  1 
the  1 8th  of  March  last,  that  the  whole  of  the  1 
issued ;  also  recommending  to  the  several  St 
taxes,  payable  in  the  new  bills  above  mentit 
their  respective  quotas  of  three  millions  of  d 
to  the  apportionment  of  the  jth  of  October 
the  same  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Si 
possible,  the  payment  to  be  duly  completed  b 
December  next;  one,  of  the  20th  of  Septembe 
a  new  arrangement  of  the  army  ;  one,  of  the  j 
month,  recommending  to  the  States  respectivel 
Delegates  with  money  for  their  support  by  01 
drawing  on  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
such  cases  as  may  render  that  mode  indispen 
and  a  proclamation  of  the  18th  instant,  recom 
day,  the  7th  of  December  next,  to  be  obsen 
Thanksgiving  and  Prayer. 

"  I  have  also  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  befi 
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at  the  camp  at  Hillsborough  on  the  12th  ultimo, 
me  from  Brigadier-General  Gist,  requesting  a 
ling  and  stores  for  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the 
r,  and  also  money  and  necessaries  to  render  com- 
tuation  of  such  of  our  troops  as  were  lately  cap- 
;  now  prisoners  with  the  enemy. 

>ber  25,  1780.  CiESAR  RODNEY." 

y  order,  the  President's  message  of  the  28th  ul- 
,ct  of  Congress  inclosed  therein,  were  severally 
id  message  follows  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

he  General  Assembly : 

received  from  the  President  of  Congress  an  act 
ble  body,  dated  the  10th  instant,  respecting  such 
i  lands  as  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to  the 
by  any  particular  State  pursuant  to  the  recom- 
the  6th  of  September  last,  which  I  have  directed 
to  lay  before  your  Honors. 

)ber  28,  1780.  CiESAR  RODNEY." 

;e  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
is  concerned  in  the  late  insurrection  in  Sussex 
ported  an  amendment  to  the  same ;  which,  by 
and  agreed  to. 

it  the  same  be  transcribed,  and  that  Mr.  Mc- 
on  the  House  of  Assembly  therewith  for  their 
i  that  he  return  the  petition  from  the  inhabitants 
y  and  the  foregoing  bill. 

lgh,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited 
>f  Assembly  with  the  said  papers  according  to 

«  to  whom  the  bill  for  suspending  the  operation 
s  for  a  limited  time  was  referred,  rejected  th$  said 
i  a  new  bill,  in  lieu  thereof,  at  the  table ;  which, 
ad  the  first  time. 

ler,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time. 

ras  read  a  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  passed 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  transcribed  an 
House  of  Assembly,  for  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Polk 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  the] 
to  order. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Asseml 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  fc 
persons  concerned  in  the  late  insurrection  in  Susse: 
a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  oi 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  sa 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  resolutions 
of  Assembly  for  facilitating  the  completion  of  the  E 
ment ;  and  presented  to  the  Chair  an  account  of 
McKennan,  amounting  to  four  thousand  two  hundi 
the  traveling  expenses  of  himself,  a  sergeant  and  on 
camp  at  Hillsborough  to  this  State  on  the  public  s 
resolution  of  that  House  for  the  payment  of  the 
4,200  dollars  to  Captain  McKennan. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  resolutions 
of  Assembly  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 
and  river. 

The  said  member  also  delivered  a  proclamation  c 
the  1 8th  October,  respecting  the  appointment  of 
7th  day  of  December  next,  to  be  observed  as  a  d; 
giving  and  Prayer,  with  a  resolution  of  that  Hous 
purpose. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  As 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  bill  fc 
divers  persons  concerned  in  the  late  insurrection  in 
ty,  were  read,  considered  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  said  amei 
House  of  Assembly,  agreed  to  by  the  Council,  tog 

bill. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  1 
House  of  Assembly  with  the  said  papers  according 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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j  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  facilitating  the 
i  Delaware  Regiment,  were  read  the  first  time. 

*r,  the  same  were  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
1  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
" Saturday,  A.  M.,  November^  1780. 

taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
ig  the  filling  up  of  the  Delaware  Regiment, 

lat,  in  addition  to  the  resolves  of  the  late  Gen- 
made  on  the  2 1  st  of  June  last,  the  President  or 
■Chief  be  requested  to  issue  his  orders  to  such 
of  the  said  regiment  as  now  are  or  shortly  may 
d  this  State,  and  not  assigned  to  particular  duty, 
the  enlisting  of  able-bodied  men  into  the  said 
irve  during  the  war,  upon  the  terms  prescribed 
aforesaid ;  and  that  the  President  recommend 
>  respectively  a  strict  attention  to  this  duty,  as 
ching  after  and  apprehending  any  deserters  that 
the  State. 

>,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief 
sreby  authorized  and  empowered  to  draw  orders 
reasurer  for  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding  forty 
•s,  as  a  further  supply  for  the  service  aforesaid. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CVk  of  Assembly." 


the  minutes, 
rurrence. 
r  order, 

McKennan' s  account,  and  the  resolution  for  the 
>  dollars  to  Capt.  McKennan,  w£re  read  the  first 

ler,  the  same  were  read  a  second  time,  the  said 
ved,  and  the  said  resolution  concurred  in,  and  is 
d  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
11  Saturday,  P.  M.,  November^  1780. 
rom  William  McKennan,  a  captain  in- the  Dela- 
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1 '  ware  Regiment,  amounting  to  four  thousand  twc 
"lars,  for  the  traveling  expenses  of  himself,  a  ser 
"  soldier,  from  camp  at  Hillsborough  to  this  State 
"  service,  was  presented  to  the  Chair,  and,  being 
1 '  sidered,  was  allowed. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses 
"on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  said  sum  of  four 
1 1  hundred  dollars  in  favor  of  the  said  Capt.  Willia 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
* '  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BC 
CVkoj 


On  motion,  by  order, 


The  resolutions  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  o 
bay  and  river  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  a  second 
curred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  As 
4 'Saturday,  A.  M.,  Noven 

"Whereas  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the  Del 
"river  hath  been  and  still  is  interrupted  and  imp 
1 '  boats  and  cruisers  from  New  York  and  elsewher 
"tion  whereof 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-i 
"he  is  hereby  authorized  to  contract  for  and  fit 
"vessel,  not  exceeding  sixty  tons  in  burthen,  wi 
"boat  or  boats  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  to  be  v 
"such  vessel,  and  appoint  and  commission  pro 
"  officers  of  the  same  vessels,  assigning  the  numt 
"and  fixing  their  pay  per  day,  over  and  above  th 
"prizes  by  them  taken  and  prosecuted  to  conde: 
"  Court  of  Admiralty  of  this  State. 

"Resolved,  That  the  expenses  which  may  be  i: 
"carrying  the  foregoing  resolve  into  execution 
* '  and  paid  by  this  State. 

'  'And  to  the  end  that  an  immediate  supply  of 
"obtained  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
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hat  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand 
rowed  upon  the  credit  of  the  State,  and  that  the 
certificates  to  the  person  or  persons  lending  the 
>llowing  form,  to  wit : 

re  State  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  ■ 


,  for  the  payment  whereof  to  the 

,  his  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns, 

leir  value  now  settled  at  the  rate  of  seventy-five 
:ie,  on  or  before  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  October 
*rest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  the 
d  State  is  hereby  pledged  according  to  the  tenor 
)lves  of  the  General  Assembly  made  at  Dover 

November,  1780.    Witness  my  hand  the 

Anno  Domini,  1780. 

s  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  neighbouring 
tsylvania  and  New  Jersey  is  affected  and  injured 
itions  made  by  such  armed  boats  and  cruisers, 

hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  or  Com- 
ef  of  this  State  that  he  apply,  by  way  of  letters, 
re  authority  of  the  neighbouring  States  aforesaid 
d  assistance  in  the  protection  of  the  general  trade 
i  river  aforesaid  by  sending  one  or  more  armed 
service. 


1  the  minutes, 
currence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CI*  k  of  Assembly." 


r  order, 

1  for  the  appointment  of  a  day  of  Thanksgiving 
read  the  first  time. 

ler,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
;  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
" Saturday,  A.  M.,  November^  1780. 

Congress,  by  their  proclamation  dated  the  18th 
»r  last,  have  recommended  to  the  several  States 
hursday,  the  seventh  day  of  December  next,  to 
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"be  observed  as  a  day  of  public  Thanksgivinj 
"therefore 

"Resolved,  That  Thursday,  the  seventh  da> 
"aforesaid,  be  set  apart  throughout  this  State  as 
"lie  Thanksgiving  and  Prayer  to  Almighty  Go 
"poses  in  the  above-recited  proclamation  of  Con; 
"nis  Excellency,  the  President,  be  requested  to  pi 
"  by  proclamation. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  B( 

"  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  oj 

Ordered^  That  the  four  last  mentioned  resolu 
concurrence  of  the  Council  respectively  thereto 
Kennan's  account,  the  proclamation  of  Congress, 
messages  from  the  President,  with  their  inclosur* 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Cook. 

Mr.  Cook,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  ha< 
House  of  Assembly  with  the  said  papers  accordinj 

Doctor  Clayton,  a  member  from  the  House 
attending,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  CI 
suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  operation  of  the 
Assembly  of  this  State  for  making  the  Bills  of 
United  States  and  of  this  State  a  legal  tender  in  t 
debts  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  with  a  paper  of  am 
posed  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly  ;  which  ' 
consideration  and  acceded  to. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

The  said  bill  being  engrossed,  was,  by  order, 
pared. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  House  c 
Mr.  McDonough. 

Mr.  McDonough,  being  returned,  reported  the  c 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  Young,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
concerned  in  the  late  insurrection  in  Sussex  Count 
bill  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  operation 
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y  of  this  State  for  making  the  Bills  of  Credit  of 
js  and  of  this  State  a  legal  tender  in  the  pay- 
qual  to  gold  and  silver,  respectively  signed  by 
he  House  of  Assembly,  with  a  resolution  of  that 
ig  the  Great  Seal  thereto. 

mber  also  delivered  a  resolution  respecting  an 

:  the  two  foregoing  bills  be  signed  by  the  Speaker 
which  was  done  accordingly. 

*  order, 

for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  thereto  was  read  and 
d  follows  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

"In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  P.  M.,  November  4,  1780. 


lat  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
of  the  State  to  the  following  bills,  to  wit : 

>r  the  relief  of  divers  persons  concerned  in  the 
in  Sussex  County ;" 

3  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  operation  of 
of  Assembly  of  this  State  for  making  the  Bills 
United  States  and  of  this  State  a  legal  tender  in 
iebts  equal  to  gold  and  silver." 

t  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

currence.  CV  k  of  Assembly, ' ' 

y  order, 

1  respecting  an  adjournment  was  read  and  con- 
as  follows,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  P.  M.,  November^  1780. 

lat  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  will  meet 
>f  New  Castle  on  the  day  to  which  the  present 
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* '  sessions  may  be  adjourned,  and  there  sit  to  trail 
"  business. 


'  *  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
*  *  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BC 
CPkof 


Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  account 
Kennan,  Henry  Nash,  and  Benjamin  Crooks,  for 
which,  by  order,  were  read,  considered  and  allowe 
the  account  of  Capt  McKennan,  which  the  Coun( 

Ordered,  That  the  bills  and  resolutions  befc 
respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Counci] 
going  accounts,  be  returned,  by  Mr.  Conwell,  to 
Assembly. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  that  he 
the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  same  according  I 

Adjourned  to  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Sunday,  A.  M.,  Novemb 
The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
admitted,  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
their  adjournment,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  As 
"Saturday,  P.  M,,  Noven 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  at  the  time  < 
"ment  of  the  present  sessions,  adjourn  the  sam* 
"the  fourth  day  of  January  next. 

"Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVko) 
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ler,  was  read. 

ook  into  consideration  and  allowed  the  following 
it  in  for  the  service  of  the  State  at  this  present 

11,  for  the  expenses  of  the  members 

cil, £3>111  15  ^ 

Esq.,  for  his  traveling  expenses,  .  60  o  o 

well,  Esq. ,  for  ditto, 60  o  o 

;,  Esq. ,  tor  ditto, 30  o  o 

)onough,  Esq.,  for  ditto,     ....  41  5  o 

rson,  Esq.,  for  ditto 80  7  o 

twell,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 18  15  o 

ling,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Council,    .  311  50 

th,  barber, 69  o  o 

^3,782     7  6 

t  orders  be  drawn,  and  signed  by  the  Speaker, 
asurer  for  the  payment  of  the  said  sum. 

rders  were  accordingly  drawn  and  signed  by  the 


ncil  adjourned  to  Thursday,  the  fourth  day  of 
meet  at  the  Town  of  New  Castle. 
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JRNED  SESSION,  JANUARY,   1781. 


f  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  New  Castle,  by 
>n  Thursday,  the  fourth  day  of  January,  Anno 
a  quorum  of  the  members  to  form  a  House  not 
Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  till  Saturday, 


Saturday,  P.  M.,  January  13th,  1781. 

r  members  attended,  viz  : 

tie  County — Samuel  Patterson,  Richard  Cantwell. 

inty — Thomas  Collins. 

bounty— -John  Clowes,  William  Polk. 

at  Mr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  Clowes  be  a  committee 
ixcellency,  the  President,  and  acquaint  him  that 
ving  met,  are  ready  to  receive  any  business  he 
r  before  them. 

1  12  o'clock  on  Monday. 
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MONDAY,  January 
The  Council  met  and  adjourned  to  10  oJ  clock  to 


Tuesday,  P.  MM  January 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  e: 
Baning,  Polk,  and  Cook. 

The  committee  appointed  on  Saturday  last  to  wa 
sident,  now  reported  that  they  had  waited  on  him, 
order,  and  delivered  the  message  committed  to  tht 
Excellency  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to  say,  that  he 
papers  before  the  House  of  Assembly,  which,  in  - 
come  before  the  Council ;  and  at  the  same  time 
wish  that  the  General  Assembly  would  give  the  in: 
ness  now  before  them  all  possible  dispatch. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  £ 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message,  o 
stant,  addressed  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  h: 
the  President,  with  his  Excellency's  message,  In  ar 
inclosing  a  return  of  the  Receiver  of  Supplies  for  Si 
and  also  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  r 
supplies. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  of 
Assembly  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  ac 
Treasurer's  accounts. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  foregoing  message  from  the  House  of  As! 
Excellency,  the  President,  was  read,  and  is  as  follow 

"A  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  tc 
"lency,  CiESAR  Rodney,  Esquire,  Presided 
"  mander-in-Chief  of  the  Delaware  State 
* '  Sir — The  House  of  Assembly  request  you  to 
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is  of  the  supplies  in  kind  ordered  to  be  raised  in 
hin  the  last  year  have  been  collected  in  each  of 
)f  this  State,  and  what  the  several  species  of  those 
and  also  what  quantities  of  those  supplies,  and 

species  of  them,  have  been  delivered  by  the 
ach  County  for  the  supply  of  the  troops  of  the 
i,  or  any  of  them,  as  Dy  the  act  for  furnishing 
n  this  State  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
\g  campaign,  passed  at  Lewes-town,  the  15th  of 
id  also  by  the  act  for  procuring  an  immediate 
^visions  within  this  State  for  the  Army  of  the 

of  America,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
l  at  Dover,  the  21st  June,  1780,  is  provided. 
>rder  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"NICHOLAS  VANDYKE,  Speaker. 
,  13th  January,  1781. 

n  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly." 
y  order, 

t's  message,  in  answer  to  the  above,  and  its  inclo- 
rally  read,  and  the  said  message  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

the  Assembly  : 

:o  your  message  of  the  13th  instant,  I  beg  leave 
our  Honors  that  the  Receivers  have  sent  me  no 
their  several  appointments,  except  one  from  the 
ussex  County,  wnich  will  be  laid  before  you  here- 
ctly  enjoined  to  it  by  my  instructions,  as  well  as 
Assembly  referred  to,  and  therefore  it  is  not  in 
give  the  House  that  information  they  wish  to 
to  the  collection  and  delivery  of  supplies.  I  be- 
e  collected  considerable  quantities,  but  have  been 
>ted  in  the  transportation  thereof  from  the  Coun- 
and  Sussex  by  the  refugee  armed  boats.  The 
few  Castle  County  informs  me  that  for  some  time 
>t  been  able  to  carry  on  his  business  for  want  of  a 
ley. 

"CiESAR  RODNEY. 

January  15th,  1781." 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  resp< 
plies,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second 
curred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of  As 
"Monday,  Janus 

"It  appearing  to  the  House,  by  his  Excellen 
"dent's  answer  to  their  message  of  the  13th  insi 
"the  supplies  directed  to  be  raised  and  obtained  i 
"the  use  of  the  Federal  Army,  that  no  returns  h; 
"to  him  by  the  Receivers  of  Supplies  in  either  c 
"of  New  Castle  or  Kent,  and  no  return  from  the  1 
"  County  of  Sussex  since  the  20th  of  September  L 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  fc 
1  *  upon  those  several  Receivers  for  returns  of  thi 
"supplies  raised  or  purchased  within  this  State  ir 
"specifying  the  places  where  the  same  shall  be  c 
1 '  also  returns  of  the  quantities  of  those  supplies  b 
1  *  tively  delivered  for  the  use  of  the  troops  of  the 
"or  any  of  them  ;  and  that  the  most  speedy  and 
' '  sures  be  taken  for  the  delivery  or  transportation 
"  of  those  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  Federal  Arm 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
1 '  Sent  for  concurrence. 
On  motion,  by  order, 


JAS.  BC 
CVk  of 


The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  comm 
the  State  Treasurer's  account  was  read  the  first  tin 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second 
curred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  A 
"Saturday,  P.  M.,  Janua 
"On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  Mr.  Latimer,  Mr.  Kollock,  ar 
"be a  committee,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  jo 
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pointed  by  the  Council,  to  settle  and  adjust  the 
's  accounts,  and  to  make  report  thereof  forth- 


the  minutes, 
urrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CVk  of  Assembly." 


the  Council  do  appoint  Mr.  Clowes  and  Mr. 
t  a  committee  to  join  with  the  committee  of  the 
>ly  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned. 

Mr.  McDonough  return  the  foregoing  messages 
rith  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto  res- 
House  of  Assembly. 

o  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  January  17th,  1781. 

let.     Some  of  the  members  being  on  a  com- 
:il  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  January  18th,  1781. 
t.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs.  Polk 

o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
et  and  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Friday,  A,  M.(  Janua 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members 

The  committee  appointed  to  join  with  the  c 
House  of  Assembly  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  the 
being  still  engaged  in  that  business,  the  Council 
o'clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  Janua 
The  Council  met  and  adjourned  to  Monday  m 


Monday,  A.  M.,  Janua 

The  Council  met,  and  having  no  business  laid 
the  House  of  Assembly,  adjourned  from  day  to 
day,  the  27th  instant. 


The  Council  met. 


Saturday,  A.  M,,  Janua; 
Present  all  the  members*  e; 


Mr.  McDonough  now  reported  the  delivery  of 
mitted  to  him  on  Tuesday,  the  16th  instant,  accc 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  78 1, 


599 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
:t. 

member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House 
he  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Public  Ac- 
member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
I  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  Paul 
tenant  in  the  Delaware  Regiment,  with  a  reso- 
lse  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  four  thou- 
t  said  Paul  Quenoault. 

order, 

for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Public 
i  the  first  time. 

;r,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
is  follows,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Thursday,  P.  M.,  January  25,  1781. 


it  Mr.  Clayton,  Mr.  Kollock,  and  Mr.  White 
of  Public  Accounts,  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
*  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Council,  pro- 
ointment  of  a  committee  of  their  body  to  join 
ttee  aforesaid. 

the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CI*  k  of  Assembly." 

the  Council  have  appointed  Mr.  McDonough 
be  a  committee  on  their  part  to  join  with  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

order, 

Lieutenant  Paul  Quenoault,  and  the  resolution 
were  severally  read  the  first  time. 
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By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  a  secor 
following  amendment  was  proposed  to  the  said 
To  insert  the  word  [six]  before  the  word  [thous 
the  word  [four]  ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  ord< 
cribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  Hoi 
the  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committ 
counts,  with  the  concurrence  and  appointment 
thereto ;  and  also  return  the  foregoing  petition 
with  the  transcribed  amendment  thereto. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  P.  M.,  Janua 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members 
except  Mr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  McDonough. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  of  the  sev< 
mitted  to  his  charge,  according  to  the  order  of  £ 

Mr.  Cook,  who  had  been  absent,  now  appes 
place  made  his  excuse  for  his  non-attendance; 
mitted. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


The  Council  met. 
terson. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  Janua 
Present  all  the  members, 


Mr.  Stout,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assei 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  r 
payment  of  four  thousand  dollars  to  Lieut.  Qu< 
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posed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the 
lbly. 

y  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  and 
id  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Monday,  A.  M.,  January  29,  1781. 

>rder,  the  petition  from  Lieutenant  Paul  Queno- 
ilaware  Regiment,  was  read  the  second  time;  and 

hat  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  of  the  General 
w  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  the 
snoault  for  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  for 
be  accountable. 

a  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly." 

it  Mr.  Baning  return  the  same  resolution,  with  the 
lie  Council  thereto,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

sported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  January  31st,  1781. 
net  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


net. 


Thursday,  February  1st,  1781. 
Present  all  the  members. 


o  business  before  the  Council  from  the  House  of 
ouncil  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Saturday, 
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Saturday,  Februa 
The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Kollock,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assem 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  act  o 
the  20th  March  last,  for  repealing  the  tender  law, 
acts  of  that  honorable  boay,  of  the  18th  of  the  sa 
the  subject  of  Finance,  together  with  a  bill  entitle 
calling  out  of  circulation  and  cancelling  the  quota 
according  to  the  present  apportionment,  of  all  the 
emitted  by  Congress,  and  for  emitting  and  funding 
cording  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  18th 
last,  and  for  other  purposes. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  acts  of  Cor 
said  bill,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  Februai 
The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
net. 

y  order,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  calling  out 
d  cancelling  the  quota  of  this  State,  according  to 
ortionment,  of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by 
ar  emitting  and  funding  new  bills,  according  to 
of  Congress  of  the  18th  day  of  March  last,  and 
>es,M  was  read  the  second  time  and  deferred  for 

to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  February  6th,  1781. 
let.     Present  the  same  members. 
3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
let. 

[aid  before  the  Council  a  letter  of  the  3d  instant, 
Vtr.  McKean  (one  of  the  Delegates  for  this  State 
he  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which,  by  order,  was 
id  to  be  delivered  by  the  Speaker  to  the  Speaker 
Assembly,  for  their  perusal  and  consideration. 

iow  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled 
ng  out  of  circulation  and  cancelling  the  quota  of 
ling  to  the  present  apportionment,  of  all  the  Bills 
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of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,  and  for  emitting  an 
bills,  according  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  tr 
March  last,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  after  soi 
therein  the  same  was  deferred  till  to-morrow 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  id  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  MM  Februar 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  I 
of  circulation  and  cancelling  the  quota  of  this  State 
the  present  apportionment,  of  all  the  Bills  of  Cre< 
Congress,  &c.,M  was  now  resumed  again,  and  si 
ments  were  proposed,  agreed  to  and  ordered  to  be 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantwell  wait  on  the  House 
with  the  said  transcribed  amendments,  for  their  con 
concurrence,  and  also  return  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Cantwell  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
Assembly  with  the  said  papers  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem 
The  Council  met  and  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to 


Thursday,  A.  MM  Febmar 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Asaeml 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  en 
to  recruit  the  Regiment  of  this  State  now  in  the 
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together  with  two  circular  letters  from  the  Pre- 
ss, of  the  6th  and  26th  October,  1780,  inclosing 
press  relative  to  the  arrangement  of  the  army, 
the  House  of  Assembly  thereon. 

order,  the  foregoing  bill,  and  the  papers  accom- 
*,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

$  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


let. 


r  order,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  recruit  the 
1  State  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States/' 
>nd  time  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to 
>-morrow  morning. 

chosen  :  Mr.  Clowes,  Mr.  McDonough,  and  Mr. 

Mr.  McDonough,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
per  diem  wages  of  the  members  of  the  General 
Delaware  State,  the  same  was  granted ;  where- 
lid  on  the  table,  and 

order,  the  same  was  read  the  first  time. 

[o  o'clock  to-morrow. 


let. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  February  9th,  1781. 
Present  all  the  members. 


1  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
egiment  of  this  State  now  in  the  service  of  the 
now  reported  as  their  opinion  that  the  same  may 
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Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly , 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  proposition 
of  Assembly  for  the  nomination  of  persons  to  be 
Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress  for  the  ens 
also  persons  to  supply  the  place  of  Chief  Justice  - 
Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  Count) 
in  the  room  of  John  Jones,  Esquire,  deceased,  ai 
fourth  Justice  of  the  said  Court,  in  the  County  of 
room  of  Isaac  Smith,  Esquire,  deceased. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair 
William  Peery,   Esquire,  against  the  State,  am 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars, 
of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  then 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  proposition  from  the  House  of  Assembly  : 
tion  of  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  frc 
Congress  for  the  ensuing  year,  &c,  was  read  the 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  account  of  William  Peery,  Esquire,  again* 
five  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars 
of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  there 
ally  read  the  first  time,  and  the  said  account  was 
Council. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  proposition  from  the  House  of  Assembly  1 
tion  of  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  an  amendment 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  recruit  the  Regime 
now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, T  J  was  res 
by  paragraphs,  and  passed  the  Council. 

Ordered^  That  the  foregoing  bill,  with  the  severs 
panying  the  same ;  the  proposition  from  the  Hou 
for  the  nomination  of  Delegates  from  this  State  to 
and  the  transcribed  amendment  thereto  ;  and  \ 
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ed  by  the  Council,  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
>use  of  Assembly  thereon,  be  returned  to  the 
•ly  by  Mr.  Cook. 

o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodkm  Die,  P.  M. 
it. 

reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  committed 
to  order. 

nember  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
[  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
:ounts  of  the  several  Loan  Offices  and  of  Com- 
hose  hands  any  public  monies  have  come  by 
issed  under  the  former  Government,  and  for 
an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  appointment  of 
leneral  Loan  Offices  in  the  respective  Counties 

ber  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  proposition 

f  Assembly  for  the  nomination  of  persons  to  be 

legates  to  Congress,  with  the  amendment  pro- 

the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  As- 

order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

order,  the  foregoing  proposition,  as  amended, 
:urred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Thursday,  P.  M.,  February  8th,  1781. 


it  Mr.  Duff  wait  on  the  Council  and  propose  to 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  meet  in  the 
-morrow  evening,  at  three  o'clock,  for  the  pur- 
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"  pose  of  nominating  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as 
' c  this  State  to  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year ;  ai 
1 '  to  supply  the  place  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Coi 
'  *  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  Ne 
"  room  of  John  Jones,  Esquire,  deceased,  and  th< 
"  Justice  of  the  said  Courts  in  the  County  of  Suss 
"of  Isaac  Smith,  Esquire,  deceased. 

*  *  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVkc 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  same  t 
Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  tb 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  ace 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  the 
of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assen 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  verbal 
the  House  of  Assembly  are  now  ready  to  receive 
the  State  House,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into 
sons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  from  this  St 
for  the  ensuing  year ;  a  Chief  Justice  of  the  Co 
Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  Ne 
fourth  Justice  of  the  said  Courts  in  the  County  oi 
able  to  their  proposition  of  yesterday. 

Then  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  State  Hous 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  purpose  above  mt 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson,  Mr.  Latimer,  ai 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  Pr 
quaint  him  that  the  General  Assembly,  having  \ 
State  House  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be 
Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress  for  the  ■ 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  a  fourth  Jus 
Courts  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  request  his  at 
thinks  proper. 
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?e,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  had  waited 
:y,  the  President,  and  delivered  the  message  corn- 
according  to  order,  when  he  was  pleased,  in  an- 
t  he  would  wait  on  the  General  Assembly  imme- 

t  attended  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  pro- 
t  members  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be 
)elegates  from  this  State  to  Congress  for  the  en- 
to  fill  the  vacancies  -in  the  Courts  of  Common 
lans*  Courts  in  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and 
names  were  taken  down  for  the  consideration  of 
both  Houses. 


at  the  two  Houses  now  separate,  and  meet  again, 
>use,  at  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  to  ballot 
upply  the  above  mentioned  vacancies  out  of  the 
t  in  nomination. 

ncil  withdrew. 


at  the  following  verbal  message  be  sent  from  the 
louse  of  Assembly,  viz  : 


desire  to  see  the  several  messages  presented  to 
embly  this  session  by  the  President,  in  order  that 
e  to  judge  of  the  business  necessary  to  be  done. 

lgh  is  appointed  to  deliver  the  above  message ; 
rned,  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

y  order, 

scertaining  the  per  diem  wages  of  the  members 
Assembly,  was  read  the  third  time,  by  para- 
eed  to  by  the  Council. 

it  Mr.  Polk  deliver  the  sartie  to  the  House  of 
eir  consideration. 

1,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 


Digitized  by  VjOGQ  IC 


6io 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


livered  to  the  Chair  the  several  messages  presec 
by  the  President,  dated  the  12th  and  25th  Janua 
and  7th  of  this  instant,  with  the  papers  therein  ref 
able  to  the  request  of  the  Council  contained  in  tf 
sage  of  this  forenoon. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  petition  to  1 
sembly  in  behalf  of  Charles  Gordon,  praying  pern 
from  New  York  to  this  State,  accompanied  with  a 
Nicholson  respecting  Mr.  Gordon. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair 
pers  and  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty 
New  Jersey,  respecting  the  removal  of  a  vessel  ca 
Clinton,  from  Mispillion  Creek,  in  this  State,  into 
James  Pollock  and  others. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair 
John  Lewden,  praying  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  1 
course  of  the  road  leading  from  New  Castle  to  CI 
with  a  bill  for  that  purpose  entitled  "A  further  suj 
to  the  act  entided  'An  act  for  the  better  regulati 
in  New  Castle  County. ' 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  < 
Assembly  respecting  an  adjournment  of  the  pre 
Monday,  the  19th  aay  of  March  next. 

Adjourned  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  Februai 

The  Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Polk  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  bill 
the  per  diem  wages  of  the  members  of  the  Gei 
&c,  to  the  House  of  Assembly!  according  to  th 
terday. 

Mr.  Houston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  a< 
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iair  a  bill  for  protecting  the  trade  of  the  Delaware 
and  informed  the  Council  that  the  House  of  As- 
iy  to  receive  them  in  the  State  House  for  the 
oting  for  persons  as  Delegates  from  this  State  to 
»  ensuing  year;  and  also  for  a  Chief  Justice  of  the 
ion  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of 
a  fourth  Justice  of  the  said  Courts  for  the  County 
eable  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

racil,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  met  the 
lbly,  in  the  State  House,  to  ballot  for  persons  to 
e  mentioned  places  out  of  the  persons  before  put 

leral  Assembly  proceeded  to  ballot  for  persons  as 
this  State  to  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
g  examined  it  appeared  that  Thomas  Rodney, 
in,  and  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esquires,  were  de- 
ted. 


it  Mr.  McDonough,  Mr.  Duff,  and  Mr.  Peery  be 
*ait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform 
meral  Assembly  have  met  in  the  State  House  for 
electing  persons  to  supply  the  place  of  a  Chief 
!ourt  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for 
New  Castle,  and  of  a  fourth  Justice  of  the  said 
bounty  of  Sussex,  and  request  his  attendance  at 
he  thinks  proper. 

je,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  had  waited 
t  with  the  message  committed  to  them  according 
lis  Excellency  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to  say  that 
I  the  General  Assembly  immediately. 

t  attended,  and  proceeded  with  the  General  As- 
t  for  persons  to  supply  the  said  vacancies  in  the 
aon  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  in  the  Counties  of 
Sussex. 

le  said  balloting,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Read, 

at  the  place  of  Chief  Justice  for  the  County  of 
upplied  by  the  second  Justice  of  the  said  Courts, 
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and  that  the  second,  third  and  fourth  Justices  of  1 
rise  in  the  same  progressive  order,  the  one  supply 
occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the  other ; 

Whereupon,  the  box  containing  the  ballots  bei 
appeared  tnat  James  Latimer,  Esq. ,  the  present  s< 
the  said  Courts,  was  declared  duly  elected  Chief 
and  John  Thompson,  Abraham  Robinson,  and  R 
Esquires,  were  declared  duly  elected  second,  tl 
Justices  of  the  same  Courts  for  the  County  of  N 
it  also  appeared  that  John  Clowes,  Esq.,  was 
elected  the  fourth  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Com 
Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  Sussex. 

Then  the  President  withdrew,  and  the  two  Hoi 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 


Eode 


The  Council  met. 


On  motion,  by.  order,  the  bill  for  protecting  1 
Delaware  bay  and  river,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  secon 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to  report  thereon 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Patterson,  Mr.  1 
Clowes. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  several  messages  presented  this  session  b 
to  the  General  Assembly,  were  now  read  the  first 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  in  behalf  of  Charles  Gordon,  and 
Joseph  Nicholson,  respecting  Mr.  Gordon,  were  s« 
first  time. 
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t  Mr.  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
3  from  the  President  to  the  General  Assembly, 
ession,  and  the  several  papers  relative  thereto, 
olson's  letter  and  the  petition  in  behalf  of  Charles 
it  he  deliver  the  following  verbal  message  from 


from  the  want  of  time  and  a  variety  of  business 
1,  return  the  several  messages  presented  to  the 
>ly  by  the  President,  together  with  the  several 
thereto,  except  a  letter  from  Mr.  Nicholson  and 
ehalf  of  Charles  Gordon. 

e  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  protecting  the 
aware  bay  and  river,  now  reported  as  their  opin- 
e  may  pass. 

he  same  was  read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs, 


That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  said  bill  to  the  House 


eturned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 


member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
r  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  William  Mif- 
Df  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  together  with  another 
w  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  the 
llan  for  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

f  order, 

of  John  Lewden,  and  the  bill  founded  thereon, 
■st  time. 

der,  the  same  were  read  a  second  time  and  re- 
nittee  of  three,  to  view  the  premises,  and  report 
;s  thereon  at  their  next  meeting. 

1  chosen :  Mr.  McDonough,  Mr.  Patterson,  and 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution   of  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Gener 
draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  ol 
for  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  was  read  the  first  tin: 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  secon 
curred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

11  In  the  House  of  A 
"  Saturday,  P.  M.,  Febn 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Hoi 
"eral  Assembly  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Ti 
"  of  William  Millan,  Receiver  of  Supplies  for  Nei 
"for  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  the  sak 
"to  account  with  the  General  Assembly  for  the  s 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"  Sent  for  concurrence. 
On  motion,  by  order, 


ForJAS.  Bi 
WILLI 


The  resolution  empowering  the  Speakers  of  th 
draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  c 
Ham  Millan  for  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dolla 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  secor 
curred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  As 
"Saturday,  P.  M.,  Februa 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Ho 
"  eral  Assembly  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Trea 
"William  Millan,  Receiver  of  Supplies  for  Nev 
4  *  for  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  ens 
4 1  cure  barrels  for  flour  now  on  hand  j  the  sum  tl 
4 4  be  replaced  in  the  Treasury  by  New  Castle  C 
44  ready  provided  for  by  an  extra  supply  of  provl 
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tie  said  William  Mfllan  to  account  for  the  expen- 
with  the  General  Assembly. 


n  the  minutes. 

lcurrence. 

1  next  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock, 


ForJAS.  BOOTH,  CVk. 
WILLIAM  PEERY." 


Monday,  A.  M.,  February  12th,  1781. 

met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs. 
d  Baning. 

at  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
ons  empowering  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  William  Millan 
ire  sums  of  fifteen  thousand  and  twenty  thousand 
»  concurrence  of  the  Council  severally  thereto. 


at  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Gen- 
Iraw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of 
iceiver  of  Supplies  for  Kent  County,  for  the  sum 
dollars,  to  enable  him  to  procure  barrels  for  flour 
he  sum  thus  drawn  for  to  be  replaced  in  the  Trea- 
Zounty,  if  not  already  provided  for  by  an  extra 
dons  by  the  said  county,  and  the  said  Isaac  Carty 
ie  expenditure  thereof  with  the  General  Assembly. 

at  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  two 
itions,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consid- 
currence,  by  Mr.  Conwell. 

returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  said  papers 
ier. 

>y  order, 

stating  the  accounts  of  the  several  Loan  Offices 
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was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  Mess; 
well,  and  Cook,  to  report  thereon. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  foregoing  bill  u 
reported  some  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson  return  the  foi 
the  transcribed  amendments,  to  the  House  of  A 
currence. 

Mr.  Patterson  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac 

The  Council  now  put  in  nomination  persons  t 
cellor,  in  the  room  of  Eleazar  McComb,  Esqui 
become  vacant  by  rotation,  when  several  person: 
consideration,  to  be  balloted  for  in  the  afternoon 

Adjourned  till  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodi 

The  Council  met,  and  proceeded,  agreeable  u 
day,  to  ballot  for  a  Privy  Councillor,  in  the  roor 
Comb,  Esq.,  out  of  the  persons  before  put  in  n< 
appeared,  upon  examining  the  ballots,  that  Isaai 
cfared  duly  elected. 

Mr.  Young,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admit 
to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  ascertaining  the  per  di 
members  of  the  General  Assembly  erf  the  Delaw; 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  with  the  toll 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  A 
"Monday,  A.  MM 

41  On  motion  for  a  second  reading  of  the  bill 
4 'for  ascertaining  the  per  diem  wages  of  the 
"General  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State,  an 
44  poses  therein  mentioned/ 
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[*hat  the  same,  being  a  money  bill  for  the  support 
nt,  ought  to  have  originated  in  the  House  of  As- 
eable  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  Constitution  of 
d  that  House  cannot  proceed  upon  the  bill  afore- 

m  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly." 

smber  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  in  lieu  of 
entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  the  allowance  to 
1  General  Assembly,  and  for  other  purposes." 

>y  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

der,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time. 

s  read  a  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  will  pass. 

tat  the  foregoing  bill  be  returned  to  the  House  of 
led  to  by  the  Council,  by  Mr.  Polk. 

returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 

a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
er a  resolution  of  that  House  for  accelerating  the 
e  public  taxes,  and  a  resolution  for  stating  public 

tember  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution 
>ayment  of  certificates,  &c. 

tember  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution 
>lies  to  be  purchased  in  the  respective  Counties 
nd  also  a  resolution  directing  the  mode  of  pay- 
asury. 

yy  order,  the  foregoing  resolutions  were  severally 
ne. 

rder,  the  resolution  for  accelerating  the  collection 
xes,  was  read  the  second  time  and  concurred  in, 
words,  viz  : 
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"In  the  House  of  J 
"Monday, 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested 
"torney  General  to  commence  suits  immediate 
"of  such  Treasurers  as  have  not  performed  th< 
"of  them  respectively  by  law,  and  also,  upon  th 
' '  April  next,  to  commence  suits  on  the  bonds  oi 
"as  shall  not  by  that  day  have  collected  their  r 
"of  the  public  taxes  now  due  and  paid  the  same 
"of  their  County ;  and  that  copies  of  this  reso 
"transmitted  to  the  President  or  Commander-i 
"respective  Treasurers  within  this  State,  and 
"Treasurers  respectively,  as  soon  as  may  be  aft< 
"such  copies,  make  out  and  transmit  duplicate 
"Collector  of  his  County. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  I 

"Sent  for  concurrence^  CVk 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  stating  public  accounts  was 
time,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of  A 
"Monday,  ; 

"Resolved,  That  William  Peery»  Esq.,  be  ar 
"pointed  to  settle  and  state  all  the  accounts  be 
"and  the  United  States,  and  that  for  effectual] 
"resolution  he  be  empowered  to  call  for  books  i 
1 '  ing  to  the  said  accounts  which  have  come  to  t 
"person  or  persons  in  public  office  ;  that  he  ma 
"the  General  Assembly  as  soon  as  may  be,  ret 
4 '  as  many  original  vouchers  as  can  be  procured, 
"cannot  be  procured,  returning  authentic  copi 
"best  documents  that  can  be  obtained,  indorsin 
"  them  in  regular  order. 

"That  the  said  William  Peery  be  allowed  one  1 
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be  emitted  on  the  credit  of  this  State,  for  perform- 
required  by  this  resolve. 


n  the  minutes, 
acurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH,      ' 
CPk  of  Assembly." 


>y  order, 


m  respecting  the  payment  of  certificates  was  read 
1,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Monday,  Feb.  12,  1781. 

'hat  no  directions  be  given  by  the  State  Treasurer 
irers  of  the  respective  Counties  of  this  State,  or 
to  receive  and  discharge  the  receipts,  notes,  or 
tentioned  in  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  pay- 
charge  of  divers  receipts,  notes,  or  certificates  in 
inhabitants  of  this  State,  issued  by  Francis  Wade, 
'  Quartermaster-General  within  this  State  for  the 
j-my,  and  his  agents  or  assistants,  for  forage  and 
furnished  by  them  to  the  said  department  for  the 
!,'  until  he  receive  the  further  orders  of  the  Gen- 
r  for  that  purpose. 


tn  the  minutes, 
ncurrence. 

►y  order, 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CI' k  of  Assembly." 


>n  respecting  the  purchasing  supplies  in  the  res- 
s,  &c,  was  read  the  second  time  and  concurred 
lows,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Monday,  Feb.  12,  1781. 

rhat  the  Receivers  of  Supplies  in  the  respective 
his  State,  and  every  of  them,  forbear  all  further 
•  issuing  of  certificates  by  virtue  of  the  act  entided 
•ocuring  an  immediate  supply  of  provisions  within 
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"this  State  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States  < 
"for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned/ 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  E 

' '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CI  *k  < 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  directing  the  mode  of  payment 
were  read  the  second  time  and  concurred  in,  ant 
viz : 

"In  the  House  of  A 
11  Monday,  ] 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  all  drafts  made  or  to  be  mad* 
Assembly  upon  the  Treasury  shall  be  paid  by 
surer  in  order,  according  to  the  priority  of 
dates,  unless  by  special  directions  of  the  Q 
some  of  a  later  date  be  preferred  to  others  of 
and  that  at  the  end  of  every  session  the  Clerk 
Assembly  deliver  to  the  said  Treasurer  an  abst 
made  during  that  session  and  copies  of  all  spec 
preferences  aforesaid. 

"That  the  drafts  in  favor  of  George  Craghead: 
General,  for  fifty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Gene 
enable  the  State  Treasurer  to  apply  eighty-fiv 
lars  in  the  purchase  of  specie  for  an  advance 
officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment ;  the  draft 
Ham  Millan  for  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  i 
of  the  same  for  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  t 
of  Isaac  Carty  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  ] 
by  the  State  Treasurer,  one  after  the  other  a* 
tioned  in  the  resolve,  in  preference  to  any 
made  by  the  General  Assembly  or  the  Preside! 
"Resolved,  That  the  State  Treasurer  withhold 
ments  of  the  two-thirds  of  the  public  tax  to 
Treasury  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  'An  a< 
supplies  within  this  State  for  the  Army  of  the  \ 
the  ensuing  campaign/ 
"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVki 
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it  Mr.  Cook  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
jgoing  resolutions,  respectively  concurred  in  by 


eing  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
r. 

member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
^solution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  several 
session,  together  with  the  said  bills  therein  men- 
/ely  engrossed  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
lbly,  in  order  that  the  said  bills  may  be  signed  by 
the  Council. 

mber  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  for 
it  of  the  General  Assembly  to  Dover ;  and  also 
solution  of  the  Council  empowering  the  Speakers 
ises  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in 
arty  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  concurred  in  by  the 
nbly. 

>y  order,  the  several  bills  above  mentioned  were 
ared,  and  directed  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  ; 
rdingly  done. 

:>y  order, 

n  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  foregoing  bills 
incurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Monday,  Feb.  12,  1781. 


Tiat  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
1  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  viz : 

for  calling  out  of  circulation  and  cancelling  the 
tate,  according  to  the  present  apportionment,  of 
>edit  emitted  by  Congress,  and  for  emitting  and 
Is,  according  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the 
rch  last,  and  for  other  purposes  ;M 

or  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the 
of  Delaware ;" 
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3.  "An  act  to  recruit  the  Regiment  of  this  I 
service  of  the  United  States ;" 

4.  "An  act  for  stating  the  accounts  of  the  sev 
and  of  Commissioners  into  whose  hands  any  pu 
come  by  virtue  of  laws  passed  under  the  former ' 
for  repealing  part  of  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for 
of  Trustees  of  the  General  Loan  Offices  in  the  re 
of  this  State  ;'  " 

5.  "An  act  for  ascertaining  the  allowance  to 
General  Assembly,  and  for  other  purposes,  * ' 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  respecting  the  adjournment  of 
sembly  to  Dover,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  seconi 
amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ord 
cribed. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  foregoing  bills,  a 
for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same,  respe< 
the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  be  returned  to  the 
bly  by  Mr.  Polk,  together  with  the  resolution  x\ 
journment  to  Dover,  and  the  proposed  amendm 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  deliver 
papers  according  to  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  sign  a  joint  ordi 
seph  Hazzard  and  Levin  Derrickson  for  the  sun 
pounds ;  which  was  done. 

Mr.  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admit 
to  the  Chair  the  resolution  respecting  the  adjoin 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 
by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chai 
the  President  to  the  General  Assembly,   in  do 
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3d  and  7th  instant,  and  a  circular  letter  of  the 
sident  of  Congress  to  the  President  of  this  State. 

'  order, 

1  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  ad- 
ie  General  Assembly  to  Dover,  was  read,  as 
incurred  in,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Monday,  P.  M.,  Feb.  12,  1781. 

lat  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  will  meet 
'  Lewes,  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  on  the  day  to 
sent  sessions  may  be  adjourned,  and  there  sit  to 
blic  business. 


1  the  minutes, 
currence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CV  k  of  Assembly." 


t  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
irred  in  by  the  Council. 

being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 
er. 


it  Messrs.  Patterson,  Baning,  and  Cantwell  be  a 
isider  and  report  on  the  accounts  brought  in  at 
ting,  which  nave  not  yet  been  allowed,  and  that 
v  orders  for  the  payment  of  the  accounts  already 


le  following  accounts,  brought  in  for  the  traveling 
lembers,  and  other  incidental  expenses  incurred 
-etine,  were  allowed,  and  orders  were  accordingly 
ate  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  and 
weaker,  viz : 


Esquire,  for  the  traveling  charges  of 
Messrs.  Cook  and  Collins,    .    .    .    .  £  176 


o  o 


vrward, .    .    .  £  176 


o  o 
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Brought  over, •■«■•« 

To  John  Clowes,  Esquire,  for  the  traveling  char 
himself  and  Messrs.  William  Polk  and  W 

Conwell, 

To  Benjamin  Vining,  Clerk  of  the  Council,     . 
To  William  Scott,  lor  wood  furnished  the  Cour 
To  Thomas  Titus,  for  his  attendance  on  the  Cc 
&c, 


Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  Febn 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  member 
McDonough,  Clowes,  Conwell,  and  Polk. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  accounts  of  this 
ferred,  now  reported  as  their  opinion  that  the  i 
be  allowed,  viz : 

To  John  Stockton,  for  boarding  Mr  Conwell,  , 

To  Mrs.  Esther  Mackey,  for  boarding  Mr.  Colli 

To  Mrs.  Margaret  Bail,  for  boarding  divers  of  I 

members  and  feeding  their  horses,  -    .    .    . 


Which  report  being  agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  d 
in  favor  of  the  above  mentioned  persons  for  th 
their  respective  names. 

Whereupon  the  said  orders  were  accordingly 
by  the  Speaker. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  28th  da} 
meet  at  the  Town  of  Lewes,  in  Sussex  County. 
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;  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

IL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


fOURNED  SESSION,  JUNE,  1781. 


r  of  the  Council,  at  the  Town  of  Lewes,  in  Sussex 
Ijournment,  on  Monday,  the  28th  day  of  May, 
1781,  a  sufficient  number  of  the  members  to  form 
attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day 
die  fifth  day  of  June,  1781. 


Tuesday,  P.  M.,  June  5th,  1781. 

met     Present  the  following  members,  viz  : 

stie  County — Mr.  Cantwell,  Mr.  McDonough. 

mnty — The  Hon.  Thomas  Collins,  Mr.  Baning. 

County— Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Conwell. 

by  order, 

it's  message  to  the  General  Assembly,  of  the  12th 
1st,  delivered  at  their  last  meeting,  inclosing  two 
ss  of  the  3d  and  7th  of  the  same  month,  recom- 
\  several  States  to  invest  Congress  with  a  power  to 
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levy  certain  imposts  therein  mentioned,  and  als< 
ter  from  the  President  of  Congress  of  the  8th  oi 
severally  read  the  first  time,  and  the  said  mess* 
viz  :  .       ^ 

"Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  * 

"  Having  this  moment  received  a  circular  lett 
"sident  of  Congress,  with  two  acts  of  that  1 
"recommending  to  the  several  States  to  vesl 
"  power  to  levy,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States 
1  'in  the  said  acts  mentioned,  1  have  directed  the 
"  the  same  before  your  Honors  for  your  conside 

"Newcastle,  1 2th  Feb.,  rjSi.  C/ESAR 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  in  behalf  of  Charles  Gordon,  foi 
from  New  York  to  this  State,  and  Mr.  Nicholsc 
ered  at  the  last  meeting,  were  now  read  a  seconc 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock 


Wednesday,  J 
The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members 
A(|journed  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock 


Thursday,  A.  M.f  J 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members 
and  also  Mr.  Clowes. 

Messrs.  Cantwell  and  McDonough,  two  of  th< 
pointed  at  the  last  meeting  to  view  the  premises 
petition  of  John  Leuden  and  report  thereon  at  ik 
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iow  begged  a  further  time  to  view  the  same  and 
:eedings  thereon  ;  which  was  granted.  Where- 
ldulged  for  this  purpose  until  the  next  meeting 

r  order, 

's  message  of  the  12th  February  last,  and  the 
o  therein,  were  read  a  second  time. 

t  Mr.  Clowes  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
inform  them  that  as  the  said  acts  of  Congress 
ing  of  money,  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the 
the  Council  to  act  thereon  in  the  first  instance. 

eing  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 


ember  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
ill  to  aid  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
-  Sessions  of  Kent  County ;  which,  by  order,  was 
e. 

der,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and  re- 
lowes,  Mr.  McDonough,  and  Mr.  Cantwell,  to 
t  the  afternoon. 

3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EODHM  DiB,  P.  M. 


let 


e  appointed  to*  report  upon  the  bill  to  aid  the 
>f  the  process  in  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
Kent,  now  report  as  their  opinion  that  the  same 

le  same  was  read  a  third  time,  by  paragraphs, 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  same 
Assembly,  and  inform  them  that  the  Council  hai 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'cln 


Friday,  A.  M.,  \ 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  a 
livered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  raising  forty-five 
in  specie  or  supplies,  for  the  service  of  the  yeai 
eral  tax,  with  two  circular  letters  of  the  23d  Ma 
May,  1781,  from  the  President  of  Congress,  an< 
of  Congress  therein  referred  to,  on  the  subject  o 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bUlf  an 
panying  the  same,  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  the  s 
thereupon,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  resolve  itself  into  a 
of  the  whole  to  consider  of  the  same  bill  and  tl 
papers. 

Mr.  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Conwell  took  the  Chair  of  the  Cornmitta 

Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  Chain 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  from  the  committee  ths 
considerable  progress  in  the  business  referred  1 
sired  leave  to  sit  again  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Young,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  ad 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  / 
ing  the  adjournment  of  the  present  session. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P+  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

iet  and  proceeded,  in  a  grand  committee  of  the 
isideration  of  the  bill  for  raising  forty-five  thou- 
>ecie  or  supplies,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1781, 


jft  the  Chair. 

x>k  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

esumed  the  Chair. 

eported  from  the  committee  that  they  had  pro- 
nendments  to  the  said  bill;  which  were  taken 
1,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
r  a  bill  to  dispose  of  sundry  supplies  in  Sussex 
by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

t  Mr.  Cantwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
%  forty-five  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  &c,  with 
proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  and  the  droi- 
ts 01  Congress  accompanying  the  said  bill. 

■eported  the  delivery  of  the  foregoing  papers  ac- 

r  order, 

pose  of  sundry  supplies  in  Sussex  County,  was 
time,  and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed  ; 
d  and  agreed  to,  were  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

t  Mr.  McDonough  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
£oing  bill  and  proposed  amendments. 

igh  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to 

nember  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
e  amendments  proposed  by  them  to  the  bill  for 
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raisin?  forty-five  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  I 
agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  except  as 
fourth  amendment,  and  their  fifth  and  sixth  am 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clo 


Saturday,  A.  M., 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  membei 

The  Council  now  reconsidered  the  amendir 
them  to  the  bill  for  raising  forty-five  thousand 
&c,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assemt 
time  spent  therein,  the  further  consideration  ws 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'cloc 


Monday 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  membe 
except  Messrs.  Polk  and  Conwell. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eo] 

The  Council  met  and  resumed  the  considerati 
ments  to  the  bill  for  raising  forty-five  thousanc 
&c,  and  receded  from  such  of  their  amendmei 
disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  p 
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its  to  the  same  bill ;  which,  being  agreed  to,  were 
transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
ill  and  first  amendments,  by  Mr.  Baning,  for  their 
id  concurrence. 

11  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June  12th,  1781. 

met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
s.  Polk  and  Conwell. 

now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
im  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

11  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  13,  1781. 
met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
II  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  June  14th,  1781. 
met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
11  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodi 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  ad  mitt 
to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  raising  tort}'- five  tho 
specie,  &c,  with  the  further  amendments  prof 
the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Ass< 
amendments  proposed  thereto  on  the  part  of  t 
sembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair 
bill  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  calling  out  g 
cancelling  the  quota  of  this  State,  according  to 
portionment,  of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  1 
for  emitting  and  funding  new  bills,  according  t 
of  Congress  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  la 
purposes.' ' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  forty-five  thousand  dollai 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 
ceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  made 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Asse 
bill,  were  read,  and  the  said  amendments  were  ; 
Council,  and  ordered  to  be  returned,  together  \ 
to  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Con  well. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  entitled  '  V 
out  of  circulation  and  cancelling  the  quota  of  thii 
to  the  present  apportionment,  of  all  the  Bills  of  < 
Congress,  &c.,M  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McDonough,  for  leave  to  1 
way  of  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  f 
establishing  fees,"  the  same  was  granted ;  wht 
that  purpose  was  laid  on  the  table,  and,  by  ore 
time. 

Adjourned  till  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  June  15th,  1781. 

met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

by  order, 

lentary  bill  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  calling 
>n,  &c.,M  was  read  the  second  time. 

by  order, 

vay  of  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
establishing  fees,"  was  read  a  second  time. 

now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
im  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

11  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
met. 

yy  order,  the  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  entitled 
lling  out  of  circulation,  &c,"  was  read  the  third 
raphs,  and  will  pass. 

by  order, 

vay  of  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
establishing  fees,"  was  read  the  third  time,  by 
d  passed  the  Council. 

tat  Mr.  Cantwell  deliver  the  two  foregoing  bills  to 
.ssembly. 

I  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

11 10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Saturday,  A,  M., 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  member 

Mr.  Young,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  adi 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  expediting  the  mar< 
for  the  Delaware  Regiment. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  r 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  secoi 
poned  for  further  consideration  until  the  afterno 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eod 

The  Council  met  and  resumed  the  considerat 
expediting  the  march  of  the  recruits  for  the  Del 
and  proposed  an  amendment  thereto ;  which, 
was  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  wait  on  the  He 
with  the  foregoing  bill  and  transcribed  amend) 
rence. 

Mr.  Clowes,  being  returned,  reported  that  h 
the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  above  papers  a< 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  adi 
ered  to  the  Chair  an  additional  supplementary 
act,  together  with  the  resolutions  of  the  House 
recting  that  the  first  class  of  the  Militia  hold  tin 
ness  to  march,  and  for  procuring  arms. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair 
by  a  majority  of  the  owners  of  the  Mill  Creek  ] 
Ciastle  County,  with  a  bill  founded  thereon,  en 
mentary  bill  to  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  enabl 
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certain  tract  of  meadow,  marsh  and  cripple,  on 
11  Creek,  below  the  Town  of  New  Castle,  to  keep 
i  and  sluices  in  repair,  and  to  raise  a  fund  to  de- 
e  thereof,  passed  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
zar  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
original  act  of  the  said  24th  March,  1770 ;  the 
nmittee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the 
an  order  to  view  the  allotments  thereof. 

mber  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  ex- 
rch  of  the  recruits  for  the  Delaware  Regiment, 
ment  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  disagreed 
of  Assembly. 

mber  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from 
the  General  Assembly,  of  the  7th  instant,  inclos- 
from  the  President  of  Congress,  of  the  1st  and 
in  act  of  Congress  of  the  31st  ultimo. 

y  order, 

1  supplementary  bill  to  the  Militia  act,  was  read 

low  took  into  consideration  the  amendment  pro- 
and  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  to 
diting  the  march  of  the  recruits  for  the  Delaware 
ifter  some  time  spent  thereon  receded  therefrom; 
said  bill  was  read  by  paragraphs  and  will  pass. 

it  Mr.  Polk  return  the  said  bill  and  amendment 
f  Assembly,  and  inform  them  that  the  Council 
>m  their  said  amendment  and  have  agreed  to  the 
it  he  also  return  the  President's  message,  and  its 
e  House  of  Assembly. 

>rted  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
ve  papers,  according  to  order. 

y  order, 

ns  directing  the  first  class  of  the  Militia  to  hold 
adiness  to  march  on  the  shortest  notice,  was  read 

i  Monday  next  at  9  o'clock. 
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Monday,  A.  M.,  J 
The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  membei 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  additional  supplementary  bill  to  the  Mil 
the  second  time  and  postponed  for  consideratio 
noon. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  entitled  " 
the  owners  and  possessors  of  a  certain  tract  o 
and  cripple  on  both  sides  of  Mill  Creek,  below 
Castle,  to  keep  the  banks,  dams  and  sluices  in  r 
a  fund  to  defray  the  expense  thereof,  &cM"  an< 
tive  thereto,  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the 
paragraphs,  and  will  pass. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  foreg< 
with  the  petition  and  other  paper*  relative  ther 
of  Assembly,  and  inform  them  that  the  Counc 
the  same  bill. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  of  the  abo 
ing  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
let. 

1  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
r  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  notify- 
>n  to  adjourn  this  evening,  with  a  resolution  for 
resent  sessions  to  Dover,  of  the  present  instant ; 
were  read. 

low  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  additional 
bill  to  the   Militia  act,  and  agreed  to  sundry* 
the  said  bill,  which  were  ordered  to  be  trans- 
with  the  said  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for 
Dn  and  concurrence,  by  Mr.  McDonough. 

r  order, 

1  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  ad- 
ie  General  Assembly  to  Dover,  was  read  the 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

:  House  of  Assembly,  A.  M.,  June  18,  1781. 

hat  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  meet  at 
Dover,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  on  the  day  to 
sent  session  may  be  adjourned,  and  there  sit  for 
1  of  public  business. 

1  the  minutes, 
currence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CV  k  of  Assembly  r 


t  Mr.  McDonough  return  the  same  to  the  House 
th  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto. 

igh  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  pa- 
arge  to  him  according  to  order. 

lember  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
esolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing 
o  six  bills  passed  this  session,  together  with  the 
ively  compared  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
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House  of  Assembly,  in  order  that  the  same  may 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chaii 
appropriating  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifi 
discharge  of  a  public  debt  contracted  by  Henry 
resolution  for  ascertaining  the  amount  of  certifi 
furnished  the  Commissary's  or  Quartermaster's 
the  respective  Counties  for  the  use  of  the  Contii 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  directing  that  the  first  class  c 
themselves  in  readiness  to  march,  and  for  proc 
read  the  second  time  and  concurred  in,  and  are 


"  In  the  House  o 
"Saturday,  P.  M.» 


"On  motion, 


"Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  t 
"forthwith  directing  that  the  first  class  of  the 
"stand  classed  in  the  Militia  law,  hold  thems* 
"to  march  on  the  shortest  notice  to  such  place 
"Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continental  Ai 
"within  the  States,  as  directed  by  the  aforesaid 

"Resolved  also,  That  he  be  requested  to  writ 
"War,  informing  them  that  this  State  have  it  r 
"  to  arm,  equip,  and  accoutre  the  regiment  of  ft 
"them  by  Congress,  in  their  resolution  of  the 
"that  he  request  the  said  Board  of  War  to  | 
"  many  arms  and  accoutrements  as  will  be  nece 
"pose  aforesaid. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS. 

' '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CV  k 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
Seal  to  the  laws  passed  this  session,  was  read  th 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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1  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  appropriating  the 
dred  and  fifty  pounds  to  the  discharge  of  a  debt 
enry  Neill,  was  read  the  first  time. 

y  order, 

n  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  ascertaining  the 
icates  for  supplies  furnished  the  Commissary's  or 
Departments  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this 
s  of  the  Continent,  was  read  the  first  time. 

it  Mr.  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
:ting  that  the  first  class  of  the  Militia  hold  them- 
ess  to  march,  and  for  procuring  arms,  with  the 
the  Council  thereto. 

lg  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accord- 


>y  order, 

n  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  laws  passed 
5  read  the  second  time  and  concurred  in,  and  is 
viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Monday,  P.  M.,  June  18,  178L 

hat  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
I  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  viz ; 

jmentary  act  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  enable 
possessors  of  a  certain  tract  of  meadow,  marsh 
>oth  sides  of  Mill  Creek,  below  the  Town  of  New 
the  banks,  dams  and  sluices  in  repair,  and  to  raise 
the  expense  thereof,'  passed  on  tne  twenty-fourth 
n  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
y;» 

snentary  act  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  calling 
a  and  cancelling  the  quota  of  this  State,  according 
pportionment,  of  all  tne  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by" 
or  emitting  and  funding  new  bills,  according  to 
of  Congress  of  the  18th  day  of  March  last,  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


642 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  O] 


3.  "An  act  for  expediting  the  march  of  the  1 
the  Delaware  Regiment ;" 

4.  "An  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of 

froceedines  in  the  Court  of  General  Quarter 
'eace  and  Goal  Delivery  in  Kent  County  ;" 

5.  "An  act  for  raising  seven  thousand  eij 
seventy-five  pounds  in  specie  for  the  service 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  by  a  g 

6.  "An  act  to  dispose  of  sundry  supplies  cc 
County  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States/1 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"Sent  for  concurrence, 

On  motion,  by  order, 


JAS. 

crk 


The  resolution  for  appropriating  five  hundred 
to  the  discharge  of  a  debt  contracted  by  Col. 
read  the  second  time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  a 

1  f  In  the  House  of  t 
"Monday, 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved*  That  the  General  Assembly  of  thi 
"  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  in  1 
"  first  monies  that  shall  come  into  the  Treasury 
"discharging  a  contract  entered  into  by  Col.  U 
"certain  Thomas  Sake  for  that  sum,  in  pursua 
"Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State,  entitled  rAi 
"tection  of  the  trade  of  the  Bay  and  River  o 
"the  legal  interest  arising  on  that  contract 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

I4JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  ascertaining  the  amount 
supplies  furnished  the  Commissary's  or  Quartei 
ments,  &c,  was  read  the  second  time  and  conct 
these  words,  viz : 
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"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Monday,  June  18,  1781. 


Tiat  Col.  Thomas  Duff,  of  the  County  of  New 
)  Barrett,  of  the  County  of  Kent,  Esq. ;  and  Wil- 
)f  the  County  of  Sussex,  Esq.,  be  and  they  are 
tited  for  the  counties  in  which  they  respectively 
ertise  all  such  persons  within  their  county  as  have 
Commissary's  or  Quartermaster's  Departments 
)lies  for  the  use  of  the  Continent  to  bring  the  cer- 
her  vouchers  for  the  articles  thus  furnished,  that 
re  an  opportunity  of  taking  a  copy  of  the  dates 
:ates,  the  sums  of  money  due,  and  the  articles  for 
ere  given,  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the 
mbly  at  their  next  sitting. 

tn  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly." 

1  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
air  certain  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
eceivers  of  Supplies  in  the  respective  Counties  of 
ike  out  exact  and  complete  returns  of  the  quanti- 
of  supplies  raised  or  purchased,  &c. 

imber  also  delivered  certain  resolutions,  directing 
fines  and  forfeitures  imposed  in  the  respective 
;ral  Quarter  Sessions  of  tne  Peace  and  Courts  of 
iner  and  General  Goal  Delivery  in  the  respective 
State,  to  be  laid,  by  the  Clerks  of  the  said  Courts, 
tral  Assembly. 

\y  order, 

>ns  directing  the  Receivers  of  Supplies  to  make 
is  of  the  quantities  and  species  of  supplies  raised 
rere  read  tne  first  time. 

ier,  the  same  were  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
ire  as  follows,  viz  : 
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"  In  the  House  of  A 
"Monday,  P.  M., 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Receivers  of  Supplies, 

*  Counties  of  the  State,  make  out  exact  and  co 
'  the  quantities  and  species  of  supplies  raised  or 

*  the  act  for  furnishing  supplies,  within  this  St 
'of  the  United  States,  &c,  passed  the  15th 

'  under  the  act  for  procuring  an  immediate  sue 
'  within  this  State,  for  the  army  of  the  United  5 
*&c,  passed  the  21st  day  of  June,  1780  ;  spec 
'  where  the  same  are,  or  may  be  deposited  ;  an 
'complete  returns  of  the  quantities  and  species 
'  by  them  respectively  delivered  for  the  use  of  i 
'together  with  receipts  or  certificates  of  sue! 
'  also  that  the  said  receivers  respectively  retur 
'the  outstanding,  uncollected  supplies,  as  tax 
'  first  mentioned  act,  specifying  the  names  of  I 

*  whom  they  may  be  due,  with  the  quantity  an« 
'ply  they  may  be  rated  for,  and  after  transn 
'  returns,  aforesaid,  to  the  General  Assembly,  ; 
'  eleventh  day  of  September  next. 

"  That,  at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  the  F 
"plies  for  the  Counties  ot  New  Castle  and  K 
"render  an  account  of  the  application  of  the 
"  money  advanced  to  them  by  the  State  Treasu 
"of  the  resolutions  and  orders  of  the  General  t 
"ruary  last. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS. 

' '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CI  '  k 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  directing  returns  to  be  mad< 
forfeitures  imposed  in  any  of  the  respective  C 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  the  several  Courts  < 
miner  and  General  Goal  Delivery  in  each  of  th< 
State,  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  the  s 
curred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz 
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"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Monday,  P.  M.,  June  18,  1781. 


lat  the  Clerks  of  the  respective  Courts  of  Gen- 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  also  of  the  several 
»r  and  Terminer  and  General  Goal  Delivery,  in 
•unties  of  this  State,  make  out  exact  and  complete 
ss  and  forfeitures  imposed  in  any  of  the  courts 
i  the  22d  day  of  February,  1777,  and  that  the 
anty  Treasurers  report  an  account  of  all  fines, 
[  penalties  which  they  may  have  received,  under 
f  any  law  of  this  State,  since  the  time  aforesaid, 
f  may  have  disposed  of  the  same,  or  any  part 
hat  the  said  Clerks  and  Treasurers  transmit  the 
I  accounts  to  the  General  Assembly,  at  Dover, 
ay  of  September  next. 

o,  That  the  respective  Lieutenants  of  the  Coun- 
te  do  attend  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  next 
rer,  on  the  seventh  day  of  September  next,  with 
f  accounts  of  all  such  monies  which  they  may 
ave  respectively  received,  in  virtue  of  their  said 
tenant,  under  the  act  of  Assembly  entitled,  'An 
hing  a  Militia  within  this  State,'  passed  the  15th 
or  under  the  supplement  to  the  same  act,  passed 
December,  1779,  and  in  what  manner  the  same 
/  part,  may  have  been  disposed  of  or  applied. 

1  the  minutes, 
icurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CVk  of  Assembly." 


a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
hair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  re- 
sident to  obtain  exact  lists  of  the  several  Militia 
:h  of  the  Counties  of  this  State;  which,  by  order, 
t  time. 

ler,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
:  as  follows,  vi2 : 
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"  In  the  House  of 
"Monday,  A.  M 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Comman 
"guested  to  obtain  exact  lists  of  the  several  c< 
"  in  each  of  the  Counties  of  this  State,  and  a 
"  number  of  men  furnished  by  each  company, 
"  embodying  the  Militia  of  this  State  for  the  t 
"  ing  the  Army  of  the  United  States,'  passed 
"  1780,  specifying  the  number  of  men  which 
"panies  of  Militia  ought  to  have  furnished,  t 
"that  the  same  be  laid  before  the  General  As 
"by  the  tenth  day  of  September  next. 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS. 

cr 


On  motion,  by  order, 

The  six  before  mentioned  bills,  respectivi 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  were  re* 
directed  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  C 
accordingly  done. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bills  and  the  several 
tions,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  th 
be  returned,  by  Mr.  McDonough,  to  the  Hoiu 

Mr.  McDonough,  being  returned,  reported 
on  the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  above  bi] 
agreeable  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clc 


Tuesday,  A*  MM 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  membe 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  adm 
to  the  Chair  the  additional  supplementary  bill 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  tl 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1 78 1. 


647 


the  House  of  Assembly,  and  a  paper  of  amend- 
by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  said  amend- 
uncil. 

he  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
by  each  House  to  the  above  mentioned  bill,  and 
1  spent  therein  receded  from  their  amendments 
by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  agreed  to  the 
)posed  by  that  House  to  tne  same  bill ;  where- 
s  read  by  paragraphs  and  passed  the  Council. 

it  the  said  bill  and  amendments  be  returned  to 
sembly  by  Mr.  Polk. 

>rted  that  he  had  returned  the  same  according  to 


3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


net 


a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
lal  supplementary  bill  to  the  Militia  act,  engrossed 
he  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  together 
1  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  said  bill. 

he  foregoing  bill  was  read,  compared,  and  di- 
ned by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which  was 


y  order, 

1  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great 
oing  bill  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  fol- 
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1  In  the  House  of  A 
"Tuesday,  P.  M., 


"On  motion, 


"Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commai 
"  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  1 

"An  additional  supplementary  act  to  the  ac 
for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State.' 


'  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
'  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS. 

cn 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  foregoin 
tion,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  tl 
House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  de 
cording  to  order. 

Then  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  settlemen 
wages  and  mileage  incurred  at  this  present  me 
count  of  their  Clerk,  and  the  following  allowanc 

To  the  Honorable  Thomas  Collins,  Esq.,  as  p 

count,  No.  i, .   . 

To  John  Baning,  Esq. ,  as  per  account,  No.  2, 
To  Thomas  McDonough,  Esq.,  do.,  No.  3, 
To  John  Clowes,  Esq.,  do.,  No.  4,  .  .  .  . 
To  William  Conwell,  Esq.,  do.,  No.  5,  .  . 
To  Richard  Cantwell,  Esq.,  do.,  No.  6,  .  . 
To  William  Polk,  Esq.,  do.,  No.  7,  .  .  . 
To  Benjamin  Vining,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  No, 


Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  01 
surer  for  the  payment  of  the  aforesaid  respectiv 

Which  was  accordingly  done. 

Mr.  Cantwell  and  Mr.  Clowes  informed  the 
had  received  their  commissions  as  fourth  Just 
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s  and  Orphans'  Courts  for  the  Counties  of  New 
ex,  and  thereupon  resigned  their  seats  in  the 


t  the  Speaker  issue  writs  to  the  Sheriffs  of  New 
*x  Counties,  directing  them  to  hold  an  election 

of  October  next  in  each  of  the  said  counties, 
:  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  State,  for  the 
new  member  in  each  of  the  said  counties,  in  the 

Richard  Cantwell  and  John  Clowes,  Esquires, 
t  become  vacant  by  their  acceptance  of  the  said 


mcil  adjourned  to  the 
the  Town  of  Dover. 


day  of  September 
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)f  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Delawar  State, 
Dover,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  on  Satui\  -y,  the 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1781,  a  quo- 
bers  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from 
Thursday,  the  25th  instant 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  October  25,  1781. 

members  attended,  viz  : 

le  County — 

nty — Thomas  Collins. 

runty — William  Polk. 

'  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 
the  election  of  a  Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of 
n,  Esq.,  which  became  vacant  on  the  first  day 
by  rotation,  being  laid  on  the  table,  it  appears 
son,  Esg.»  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council 
f  New  Clastle,  according  to  the  Constitution  and 

appeared  in  the  Council, 
pears,  by  a  return  of  the  said  Sheriff  and  Inspec- 
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tors,  that  Peter  Hyatt,  Esq.,  was  elected  a  mem 
cil  for  the  said  County  of  New  Castle,  in  the  ] 
Cantwell,  Esq.,  whose  seat  became  vacant  by  I 
the  office  of  fourth  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Coi 
Orphans'  Court  for  the  said  County,  on  the  i 
October. 

Mr.  Hyatt  attended. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  fc 
Kent  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor,  being  laic 
appears  that  John  Baning,  Esquire,  whose  sea 
by  rotation,  was  reelected  a  member  of  the  Cot 
County  of  Kent,  on  the  first  day  of  October  las 

Mr.  Baning  attended. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  fo 
Sussex  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor,  being  lai 
appears  that  William  Conwell,  Esquire,  whose  sc 
by  rotation,  was  reelected  a  member  of  the  Cot 
County  of  Sussex,  on  the  said  first  day  of  Octol 

And  it  also  appears,  by  the  same  return,  that 
(of  Broad  Creek)  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
same  County,  on  the  said  first  day  of  October 
John  Clowes,  Esq. ,  whose  seat  became  vacant  I 
of  the  office  of  fourth  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Cc 
Orphans'  Court  for  the  said  County  of  Sussex. 

Mr.  Polk  attended. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  oi 
Thomas  Collins,  Esquire,  was  chosen. 

The  Speaker  in  the  Chair,  Mr.  Benjamin  Vinii 
Clerk  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Dickinson  took  the  affirmation,  and  Mr. 
ing,  and  Mr.  John  Polk  took  the  oath  and  subs* 
ration  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article  of 
of  the  State,  and  then  took  their  respective  seat 
[See  note  on  page  jo.] 

Mr.  Benjamin  Vining  also  took  the  oath  ant 
declaration  above  mentioned,  and  took  the  oath 
of  the  Council.     [See  note  on  page  nj] 
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iat  Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  William  Polk  be  a 
.rait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform 
>uncil,  having  met,  are  ready  to  receive  any  busi- 
nay  have  to  lay  before  them. 

11  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
met. 

ee  now  reported  that  they  had  waited  on  his  Ex- 
president,  with  the  message  committed  to  them, 
rder,  and  that  he  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to  say, 
mmunicated  his  business  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
n  message,  which  he  had  ordered  his  Secretary  to 
1,  and  that  the  same  would,  in  order,  be  delivered 

U  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  October  26,  1781. 
met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
U  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  October  27,  1781. 
met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

iat  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Hyatt,  and  Mr.  William 
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Polk  be  a  committee  to  revise  the  several  M 
State,  and  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  reducing  them  in 
such  alterations  and  amendments  therein  as  may 
dient. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock 


The. Council  met. 
and  also  Mr.  Cook. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  Oc 
Present  the  same  member 


Mr.  Bassett,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  adi 
ered  to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  of  the  He 
for  supplying  the  post  at  Christiana  Bridge  wit 
forage. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  preceding  resolutk 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  the  secc 

The  same  were  read  a  third  time,  by  paraj 
curred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  A 
"Saturday,  Oc 

"  Whereas  it  is  expected  that  General  Wa 
"part  of  the  army  under  his  command,  will  she 
"this  State,  by  the  post  at  Christiana  Bridge 
"  County ;  therefore,  for  the  immediate  supply 
"such  provisions  and  forage  as  may  be  want! 
"sion,  it  is 

"Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  Patterson 
"onel  Henry  Darby,  Major  James  Black,  and 
"McClay,  be  authorized  to  procure  and  pui 
"credit  of  the  Delaware  State,  such  provisio 
"they,   upon  consulting  with   Deputy  Quart 
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tecessary  for  the  supply  of  the  army  aforesaid  in 
s  through  this  State,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
I  pounds,  specie,  in  its  value.  ♦ 

also.  That  the  General  Assembly  will,  before  its 
le  ways  and  means  for  the  discharge  of  the  debts 
racted,  not  exceeding  the  sum  before  specified,  irt 
'  that  the  same  may  be  due  within  four  months 
»  of  contract 

lsot  That  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  the  service 
der  an  account  of  their  contracts  and  application 
s  so  to  be  obtained  to  the  President  or  Command- 
i  this  State,  as  soon  after  as  conveniently  may  be. 

>m  the  minutes, 
mcurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
Cl'k  of  Assembly." 


lat  Mr.  William  Polk  return  the  preceding  reso- 
House  of  Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
>. 

ill  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  October  30th,  1781. 

met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

w  reported  the  delivery  of  the  resolutions  given  to 
agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

ill  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  0< 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  member 

The  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  seve 
this  State,  and  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  reducing  th 
being  engaged  in  that  business,  the  Council  adj< 
row  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  Novc 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  member 

Mr.  Conwell  attended,  took  the  oath  and  sut 
ration  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article  < 
of  this  State,  and  then  took  his  seat  in  the  C 
on  page  /a] 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admil 
to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Ass 
pointment  of  a  Committee  of  Accounts. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  preceding  resolu 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  I 
curred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of 
"Tuesday,  O 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  Mr.  Latimer,  Mr.  Barratt, 
"be  a  Committee  of  Accounts,  on  the  part  o 
"that  Colonel  Duff  wait  on  the  Council  with  a 
"lution,  and  propose  the  appointment  of  a  < 
"body  to  join  the  committee  aforesaid, 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"J AS.  BOOTH,  CI\ 
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>on  the  Council  have  appointed  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr. 
e  a  committee  of  their  Dody  to  join  the  committee 
)f  Assembly  above  mentioned. 

lat  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  said  resolution  to  the 
imbly,  with  the  concurrence  and  appointment  of 
jreto. 

ill  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  November  2d,  1781. 

met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

tee  appointed  to  revise  the  several  Militia  laws  of 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  reducing  them  into  one  law, 
that  they  had  essayed  a  draught  of  a  bill  for  that 
1  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  consideration  and 
the  Council. 

by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

>f  Mr.  William  Polk,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
\ct  against  desertion  and  harbouring  deserters,  or 
em  in  certain  cases/ '  the  same  was  granted  to  him; 
>ill  for  that  purpose  was  laid  on  the  table,  and,  by 
j  first  time. 

ill  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  November  3d,  1781. 

met     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

e,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
laira  message  from  the  President  of  the  12th  Feb- 
dosing  a  circular  letter  from  the  President  of  Con- 
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gress  of  the  8th,  and  two  acts  of  Congress  of  t 
the  same  month,  for  laying  an  impost  of  five 
ported  and  prize  goods,  together  with  a  letter  fr< 
of  the  27th  July  last,  urging  a  compliance  with 
a  bill,  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  foi 
requisitions  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  that  a  commitl 
be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  p 
committed  by  persons  concerned  in  seizing  and 
of  the  harbors  and  ports  within  this  State,  the  s 
whereupon  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Conwell,  and  ft 
pointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Accounts,  accoi 
of  Thursday  last. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  message,  and  its  inclosure 
read,  and  the  said  message  is  in  these  words,  vi 

"Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

"  Having  this  moment  received  a  circular  let 
4  *  sident  of  Congress,  with  two  acts  of  that 
"recommending  to  the  several  States  to  vet 
"  power  to  levy,  for  the  use  of  the  United  State 
' '  in  the  said  acts  mentioned,  I  have  directed  th< 
11  the  same  before  your  Honors  for  your  consid* 

"  New  Castle,  12th  Feb.,  1781.  OE5AF 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  vest  in  Congress  a  power  to  levy  1 
ported  and  prize  goods,  &c,  was  read  the  first 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wm.  Polk,  for  leave  of  abs 
day  afternoon  next,  the  same  is  granted  to  him. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock 
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Monday,  November  5th,  1781. 

[  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
illiam  Polk. 

ttee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for 
snces  committed  by  persons  concerned  in  seizing 
ssels  out  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  this  State,  now 
they  had  essayed  a  draught  of  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
was  laid  on  tne  table,  for  the  consideration  and 
'  the  Council. 

by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

by  order, 

f  Congress  of  the  3d  and  7th  of  February  last, 
r  to  the  several  States  to  vest  in  Congress  a  power 
s  on  imported  and  prize  goods,  and  the  bill  founded 
severally  read  the  second  time. 

till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  November  6,  1781. 

I  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 

1,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
Chair  a  resolution  for  the  nomination  of  persons  to 
.  for  as  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  this 

by  order, 

'  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State,  was  read 
le. 

Df  Mr.  Conwell,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  aid- 
itinuance  of  the  process  in  the  Court  of  Quarter 
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Sessions  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  the  same  was 
upon  a  bill  for  that  purpose  was  laid  on  the  tabl 
read  the  first  time. . 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  fo 
of  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  President  anc 
Chief  of  the  State,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  secoi 
curred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

11  In  the  House  of  , 
M  Monday,  P,  M„  5th  N< 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Assembly  will  1 
"in  the  Council  Room,  to-morrow,  in  the  aftem 
"pose  of  putting  proper  persons  into  nominatic 
"as  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  this 
"being  now  become  vacant  by  the  expiration  ol 
"  late  President,  Caesar  Rodney,  Esquire,  agree 
"stitution  of  the  State. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  1 

1 '  Sent  for  concurrence,        CVkof  ike  House 

Ordered,  That  Mr.    Bailing  return  the  prec< 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  1 
Assembly ;  and  inform  them  that  the  Council 
receive  the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  Council 
o'clock  this  afternoon,  if  assented  to  by  the  Hoi 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  | 
said  resolution  and  message,  according  to  order, 
Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  R  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


met. 


of  Assembly,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
il,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  for  the  purpose  of  put- 
lation  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  President  and 
-Chief  of  this  State,  when  the  names  of  several 
aken  down  for  the  consideration  of  the  members 


hat  the  General  Assembly  now  separate,  and  meet 
Assembly  Room,  in  half  an  hour,  to  ballot  for  a 
ly  the  place  of  President  of  this  State. 

>use  of  Assembly  withdrew. 

,  agreeable  to  the  proposed  time  of  meeting,  met 
Assembly,  in  the  Assembly  Room,  and  there,  in 
ibly,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President  of 
the  members  of  both  Houses  then  present,  to  wit: 
Council  and  nineteen  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
id  tickets  with  the  name  of  the  President  to  be  ap- 
lt  the  same  into  a  ballot-box,  the  Speakers  of  the 
1  the  presence  of  the  other  members,  examined  the 
I  it  appeared  that  there  were  twenty-five  votes  out 
n  lavor  of  John  Dickinson,  Esquire ;  whereupon 
Dickinson,  Esquire,  is  declared  duly  elected  Presi- 
ate  for  the  term  of  three  years  next  ensuing,  and 
*  of  the  next  General  Assembly  thereafter,  and  no 
Me  to  the  Constitution  or  system  of  government 


Council  withdrew,  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  Nove 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  membei 
and  also  Mr.  Polk. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  more  effectually  punishing  anc 
fences  committed  in  taking  vessels  out  of  tl 
State,  was  read  the  second  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  thii 
graphs,  and  will  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and 
of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and  con 
Hyatt; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery 
to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  t 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  the  County  of  Su 
second  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this 
third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  will  pass. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  transcribed. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  t 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  the  County  of  S 
third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  will  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  s 
to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consider 
rence. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


met. 


w  reported  the  delivery  of  the  bill  for  aiding  the 
of  the  process  in  the  Quarter  Sessions  in  Sussex 
ing  to  order. 

U  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  November  8th,  1781. 

met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

at  Mr.  Baning  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
blishing  a  Militia  within  this  State. 

reported  the  delivery  of  the  same  according  to 
U  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
met. 

member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
rtain  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the 
le  trade  of  the  River  and  Bay  of  Delaware. 

:>y  order,  the  foregoing  resolutions  were  read  the 
yy  order, 
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The  bill  to  vest  in  Congress  a  power  to  levy 
ported  and  prize  goods,  k,  was  read  a  thii 
graphs,  and  some  amendments  were  proposed  ; 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  \ 
well,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consi 
currence,  together  with  the  President's  message 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clc 


Friday,  A.  MM  Novei 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  member 

Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  t 
committed  to  him,  according  to  the  order  of  ye 

Mr.  Bryan,  a  member  of  Assembly*  was  ad 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  raising  twenty-tt 
hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds,  in  specie,  for 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty -t\ 

The  same  member  also  returned  to  the  Chair 
the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the  Court  c 
Sessions  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  agreed  to  by 
sembly. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  twenty- three  thousand 
twenty-five  pounds,  in  specie,  for  the  service 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-mo,  was  r 

Mr.  Molleston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  w 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  H< 
respecting  the  adjournment  of  the  present  ses 
order,  was  read,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 
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>use  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 
"Friday,  November  9th,  1781. 

That  this  House  intend  to  adjourn  the  present 
ioitow  afternoon  to  some  distant  day ;  and  that 
n  wait  on  the  Council  with  a  copy  of  this  resolu- 
information. 

m  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly." 


aat  Mr.  McDonough  and  Mr.   Hyatt  be  a  com- 
the  premises  mentioned  in  the  petition  of  John 
lat  they,  or  any  one  of  them,  make  report  of  their 
sreon  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  Council. 

by  order, 

nst  desertion  and  harbouring  deserters,  or  dealing 
irtain  cases,  was  read  the  second  time. 

ay  order, 

:>ns  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  protection 
*  the  River  and  Bay  of  Delaware,  were  read  the 

rder,  the  same  were  read  a  third  time,  by  para- 
1  amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to,  and 
ranscribed. 

it  the  foregoing  resolutions  and  transcribed  amend- 
or  concurrence,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr. 

returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 

a.  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
tir  the  President's  message  of  the  12th  February, 
ircular  letters  and  acts  of  Congress  therein  referred 
th  the  bill  to  vest  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
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States  a  power  to  levy  duties  of  five  per  centui 

certain  goods  and  merchandise  imported  into  t 

prizes  and  prize  goods  condemned  in  the  Co 

thereof,  and  for  appropriating  the  same,  and 

proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  disagreed  to 

Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  R  M. 


Eod 
The  Council  met 

Doctor  Clayton,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was 
livered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  for  the  prole 
of  the  River  and  Bay  of  Delaware,  with  the  ame 
thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resoluti( 
were  read  and  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows, 

"  In  the  House  op  As 
"Thursday,  A,  M.,  Noven 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  two  He 
4  *  eral  Assembly  of  Delaware  draw  their  order  o 
"surer  in  favor  of  Mr.  Charles  Pope  for  the  sum 
"pounds  in  specie,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  mom 
"or  first  may  come  into  the  Treasury,  to  be  bj 
"the  purpose  of  protecting  the  trade  of  the  B 
"Delaware. 

"Resolved  also.  That  the  said  Charles  Pope  i 
"ized  to  take  the  command  of  the  State  school 
"Wilmington,  her  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture 
"ammunition  and  other  artides,  as  belong  to  ] 
"State  barge,  or  long-boat,  at  the  Cross-Roads 
"  Kent,  ana  put  the  said  vessels  into  proper  ord 
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>e  aforesaid,  and  to  recommend  one  suitable  per- 
resident  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State,  to 
led  as  a  Lieutenant  of  Marines,  and  to  procure 
or  otherwise,  forty  suitable  men  to  serve  on  board 
s  seamen  and  marines,  until  discharged  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State ;  the  officers 
e  allowed  the  like  pay,  rations,  and  emoluments, 
t  to  the  same  rules,  regulations  and  provisoes,  as 
y  the  act  of  Assembly  of  this  State,  entitled,  'An 
•otection  of  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the  River 
elaware.' 

!harles  Pope,  as  captain  and  commander  of  said 
ie  persons  so  recommended,  to  be  commissioned 
the  said  act  directs. 

hi,  That  the  said  vessel  cruise  on  the  Bay  and 
iware  only,  and  shall  be  under  the  direction  and 
;  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State, 
r  empowered  to  give  the  officers  such  instructions 
time  as  he  shall  judge  most  likely  to  answer  the 
■otecting  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the  aforesaid 

hat  the  said  Charles  Pope  shall  render  and  settle 

>f  his  application  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  money 

dent  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State. 

n  the  minutes. 

isideration  and  concurrence. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly." 

at  the  foregoing  resolutions  and  amendment  be 
r.  Polk,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  con- 
Council  to  the  said  resolutions. 

ng  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accord- 


y  order, 

raising  twenty-three  thousand  six  hundred  and 

inds,  in  specie,  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 

hundred  and  eighty-two,  was  read  the  second 

1  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  A,  MM  Noven 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  membei 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  twenty-three  thousand 
twenty-five  pounds,  in  specie,  for  the  servic* 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  was 
by  paragraphs,  and  sundry  amendments  were 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Mr.  White,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  ac 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  additioi 
act  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  catling  out 
cancelling  the  quota  of  this  State,  according  t 
portionment,  of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted 
for  emitting  and  funding  new  bills,  according 
of  Congress  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  1 
purposes.'  M 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admit 

•  to  the  Chair  a  memorial  of  Captain  James  Moo 

mediate  advance  of  money  toward  his  pay,  wi 

the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  fift 

to  Captain  James  Moore. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  additional  supplement 
entided  'An  act  for  calling  out  of  circulation  s 
quota  of  this  State,  according  to  the  present  1 
all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,  &c. 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  reai 
and  postponed  for  further  consideration  till  the 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  memorial  of  Cant  James  Mooret  of  th 
ment,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  / 
thereon,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 
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rder,  the  same  were  severally  read  the  second  time, 
esolutdon  was  concurred  in,  and  is  in  these  words, 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  November  10th,  1781. 

le  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
Moore,  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  thereupon 

That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  of  the  General 
-aw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  pav- 
pounds,  specie,  to  the  said  Capt.  Moore,  he  to  be 

>m  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CV  k  of  Assembly  r 

Iressed  to  the  President  of  the  State  of  Delaware, 
VIcKennan,  Captain  in  the  Regiment  of  this  State, 
tar  York,  October  26,  1781,  was  opened  in  Council, 
I,  ordered,  on  motion,  that  the  same  be  sent  to  the 
rmbly,  with  the  following  verbal  message,  viz  : 


1 


udge  it  proper  to  communicate  to  you  a  letter 
ennan,  respecting  a  detachment  of  the  Regiment 

ider  his  command,  whose  wants  require  immediate 

elief. 

lat  Mr.  Conwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
oing  letter  and  message,  and  return  the  bill  for 
r-three  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-five 
1  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
ty-two,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto, 
\  memorial,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
nded  thereon,  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

ill  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eoi 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  ac 
ered  to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  of  the  H< 
for  completing  the  Delaware  Regiment. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Clu 
Joanna  Holland,  widow  of  Capt  Thomas  Holla 
tion  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  paymen 
specie,  to  the  said  Joanna  Holland. 

The  Council  now  proceeded  to  the  third 
graphs,  of  the  bill  entitled  "An  additional  sup 
die  act  entitled  'An  act  for  calling  out  of  circulat 
the  quota  of  this  State,  according  to  the  prese 
of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,  8 
amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  01 
cribed. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  for  completing  the  Delawar 
read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Holland,  and  th 
House  of  Assembly,  founded  thereon,  were  sev 

By  special  order,  the  said  resolution  was  reac 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  A 
"Saturday,  Novi 

"The  House  took  into  consideration  the  p 
"anna  Holland,  widow  of  Capt.  Thomas  Hoi 
"ware  Regiment,  and 

" Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  by  the 
"Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  on  the  $ 
"favor  of  the  said  Joanna  Holland,  widow  oi 
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esaid,  who  was  slain  in  the  service  of  the  United 
battle  of  Germantown,  in  October,  1777,  for  the 
pounds,  specie,  as  so  much  of  the  half  pay  of  the 
Lolland,  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of 
^ust,  1780. 


>m  the  minutes, 
incurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CVk  of  Assembly." 


by  order, 

ons  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  completing  the 
ment,  were  read  the  second  time  and  deferred  for 
intil  Monday  next. 

>f  Mr.  John  Polk,  for  leave  of  absence  during  the 
be  present  sessions,  the  same  was  granted  to  him. 

ill  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  November  12th,  1781. 

met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
in  Polk. 

lat  Mr.  Baning  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
d  "An  additional  supplementary  act  to  the  act 
X.  for  calling  out  of  circulation  and  cancelling  the 
State,  according  to  the  present  apportionment,  of 
f  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,  ac.,'  "  with  the 
idments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council ;  Mrs. 
d's  petition,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
ded  thereon,  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

1  now  proceeded  to  the  third  reading,  by  para- 
i  resolutions  for  completing  the  Delaware  Regi- 
idry  amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and 
transcribed. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  return  the  foregoii 
transcribed  amendments  to  the  House  of  As 
consideration  and  concurrence. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the 
posed  by  them,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  Housi 
the  bill  to  vest  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
levy  duties  of  five  per  centum  ad  valorem  on 
merchandise  imported  into  this  State,  &c,  an< 
spent  therein  adhered  to  their  said  amendme 
some  additional  amendments  now  proposed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  also  return  the  sai 
ments  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  cons 
currence. 

Mr.  Cook,  being  returned,  reported  the  delr 
papers  committed  to  him,  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'eli 


Tuesday!  A,  M.,  Noven 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  membei 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  a< 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  additional  supplement 
entitled  "An  act  for  calling  out  of  circulatk 
the  auota  of  this  State,  according  to  the  prese 
of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  Congres 
amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Counci 
amendments  offered  by  the  House  of  Assembl 
posed  amendments  of  the  Council 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Ch 
tions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  \ 
Delaware  Regiment. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the 
posed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  their  ai 
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bill  to  the  act  entitled  '  *  An  act  for  calling  out  of 

cancelling  the  quota  of  this  State,  according  to 

portionment,  of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by 

and  after  some  time  spent  therein  agreed  to  the 

by  order, 

Dns  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  offi- 
aware  Regiment,  were  read  tne  first  time. 

der,  the  same  were  read  the  second  time,  by  par- 
ome  amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and 
ranscribed. 

lat  Mr.  William  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  As- 
regoing  supplementary  bill  and  its  amendments, 
the  preceding  resolutions  and  the  amendments 
to  by  the  Council,  for  their  consideration  and  con- 

>orted  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
lair  the  resolutions  for  completing  the  Delaware 
the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Coun- 
ted to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  a  paper 
3  offered  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  said 
f  the  Council. 

took  into  consideration  such  of  their  amendments 
ig  resolutions  as  were  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
ind  also  the  amendments  proposed  by  that  House 
lendments,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein  they 
ir  fourth  amendment,  receded  from  their  seventh, 
)  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  As- 

lat  Mr.  Baning  return  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
1  papers  of  amendments  proposed  thereto,  to  the 
mbly. 

reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

ill  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eoi 


The  Council  met 


Mr.  Vandyke,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was 
livered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  Hous< 
the  payment  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  each 
from  this  State  to  Congress,  and  the  following 
viz : 

"Gentlemen: 

"The  Assembly  propose  to  your  honorable 
"Houses  meet  in  the  Council  Chamber,  at 
"afternoon,  to  receive  the  answer  of  John  D\ 
"  to  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  President  an 
1  *  Chief  of  this  State,  to  which  he  has  been  ek 
"appoint,  by  ballot,  persons  to  supply  two  va 
"the  Delaware  Regiment. 

"Tuesday,  13th  Nov.,  1781." 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  fo 
one  hundred  pounds  to  each  of  the  Delegates 
Congress,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  sec< 
curred  in,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  , 
"Tuesday,  Nov< 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houi 
"Assembly  draw  their  order  on  the  State  1 
"of  the  Honorable  Thomas  Rodney,  Nichoi 
"Thomas  McKean,  Esquires,  the  Delegates  f 
"Congress,  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pour] 
"  Delegates  respectively  to  be  accountable. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS. 

4 '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CI '  A 
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tat  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  foregoing  resolution, 
r  the  Council,  and  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
g  answer  from  the  Council  to  their  verbal  message 


will  be  ready  to  receive  your  honorable  House, 
>ur  proposal,  in  the  Council  Room,  at  five  o'clock 


now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  foregoing  reso- 
ssage  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  according  to 

he  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the  Coun- 
gjeeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Mr.  Dickinson 
:  his  leave  of  Council,  in  consequence  of  his  ap- 
tie  office  of  President,  in  the  following  words,  viz  : 

?r.-  I  am  now  to  take  my  leave  of  you  and  the 
nen  of  the  Council,  as  a  member  of  this  body ; 
go,  I  beg  permission  to  return  my  thanks  to  you 
>r  the  very  attentive  and  respectful  treatment  I 
i,  while  I  have  had  a  seat  here. 

emen,  are  witnesses,  with  how  much  reluctance  I 
;eparated  from  you.  I  expected,  intended,  and 
been  perfecdy  contented,  to  have  continued  among 
had  been  the  pleasure  of  the  General  Assembly ; 
ver  station  I  serve  the  State,  or  wherever  I  may 
you  all,  gendemen,  to  be  assured,  that  I  ever 
1  grateful  and  affectionate  remembrance  of  your 
ards  me,  and  I  pray  Heaven  to  bless  every  one  of 
public  and  private  capacities.' ' 

>f  Assembly  met  the  Council  in  the  Council  Cham- 
to  the  order  of  the  day,  to  receive  the  answer  of 
n,  Esquire,  as  to  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of 
lis  State,  to  which  he  had  keen  elected.  Where- 
dnson  arose  and  addressed  the  General  Assembly 
Df  his  appointment  to  the  said  office  in  the  follow- 
eech,  viz  : 
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1  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

" 1  thank  you  for  the  honour  you  have  con  fern 
'  electing  me  President  of  this  State.  The  post, 
'  think  so  great  an  honour,  as  the  manner  in  whfc 
'  stowed  it.  That  conveys  a  proof  of  your  estee 
'  to  be  very  valuable  and  powerful.  I  give  up  m; 
'  a  retired  life,  to  which  I  am  called  by  so  many  ar 
1  considerations,  to  your  pleasure. 

"One  apprehension  I  cannot  dismiss,  that  I  si 
'  to  fill  the  station  to  which  I  am  appointed,  so 
1  as  I  wish,  or  as  you  may  perhaps  expect.  I  x 
'  pensate  for  deficiencies  in  other  respects ,  by  it 
1  tachment  to  the  common  .cause,  and  the  love  of 

*  which  shall  be  added  all  the  application  my  heal 
1  still,  I  must  request  your  favorable  interpretat 
'  duct,  and  rely,  in  a  great  measure,  for  success  o 

"  Any  mistakes  I  may  commit  will  be  of  my  ji 
'  of  my  intention,  and  I  confide  in  the  candour  i 
'men,  that  circumstances,  unavoidable  in  the  f 
'  contest,  will  not  be  imputed  to  errors  in  ad  minis 

"What  laws,  now  in  force,  are  to  be  altered  c 

*  what  new  ones  are  to  be  made,  it  will  be  your  t 
'men,  to  determine.  It  will  be  mine  to  see  tl 
'wisdom  of  the  Legislature  approves  effectual 
'  execution. 

"If,  in  my  attempts  to  discharge  this  complic 
'  part  of  it  escapes  my  attention,  I  ask,  and  si 
'  gratefully  receive  your  advice  or  information. 

"  As  it  does  not  appear  to  me  inconsistent  with 
'  will  be  a  pleasing  employment  to  consult  the  e* 
'  people  of  the  State,  as  iar  as  can  be  done  will 
'our  exertions  in  maintaining  this  just  and  necesj 
'  men  of  sense  and  virtue  cannot  desire. 

"  May  a  happy  harmony,  in  sentiment  and  mea 
'  ficial  to  society,  always  prevail  among  us,  or,  ij 
'  division,  let  it  only  be  between  those  who  gem 
'  for  the  freedom,  independence  and  prosperity  o 
'  and  such  as  weakly  wish  for  a  dangerous  and  di 
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lemies  so  infatuated  as  to  hate  where  they  ought 
id  to  provoke  their  own  and  pursue  the  ruin  of 
though  nature  and  policy  point  out  that  we  should 
one  to  the  other. 

things,  gentlemen,  let  us  seriously  endeavor  to  re- 
rselves  and  our  cause  to  the  adorable  Providence 
raciously*  conducted  us  thus  far,  through  a  wilder- 
ulties,  and  made,  as  it  were,  the  sea  to  give  way 
d  therefore  let  us  more  and  more  promote  a  spirit 
ce,  equity  and  liberality,  and  heartily  join  together 
ng  every  kind  of  vice  and  immorality,  being  as- 
Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,  but  Sin  is  a  re- 
y  people.'  " 


animousfy,  That  a  certificate  of  the  appointment 
ison,  Esquire,  to  the  office  of  President  of  this 
by  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses,  and  sealed 
Seal  of  the  State,  be  made  out  and  delivered  to 


hat  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  be  authorized  to 
veil  the  Qualification  of  allegiance  and  declaration 
ibed  by  the  twenty -second  article  of  the  Constitu- 
te, to  the  Honorable  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  as 
ath  of  office,  to  wit : 

ickinson,  do  affirm  that  I  will  well  and  truly,  ac- 
le  best  of  my  abilities  and  judgment,  execute  the 
tident  of  the  Delaware  State  agreeable  to  the  Con- 
Laws  thereof." 

meral  Assembly  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of 
balloted  for  to  supply  two  vacant  ensigncies  in  the 
ment,  when  two  persons  were  named  for  the  con- 
le  General  Assembly. 

the  General  Assembly,  there  being  no  more  than 
ominated  to  fill  the  said  vacancies,  proceeded  to 
1  it  appeared  that  Tohn  Vaughn  and  John  Piatt 
duly  elected  to  fill  the  said  vacancies. 
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On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Vaughn  be  considi 
in  rank. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  now  seps 

Then  the  House  of  Assembly  withdrew. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admittet 
to  the  Chair  the  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  J< 
Esquire,  to  the  office  of  President  of  this  State, 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which  % 
done  ;  and  the  said  certificate  was  returned  by  the 
in  order  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Hous 

The  bill  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the 
Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  in  Sussex  Coi 
grossed,  was  read,  compared,  and  ordered  to  be 
original  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  compaj 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thi 
to  order. 

On  motion, 

Whereas  Congress,  by  their  proclamation  da 

of ,  have  recommended  to  the  several  Stat 

Thursday,  the  thirteenth  day  of  December  next, 
as  a  day  of  public  Thanksgiving  and  Prayer  ;  the 

Resolved,  That  the  thirteenth  day  of  Decemb 
set  apart  throughout  this  State  as  a  day  of  publi* 
and  Prayer  to  Almighty  God  tor  the  purposes  ir 
cited  proclamation  of  Congress  mentioned,  and 
dent  be  requested  to  publish  the  same  by  proclam 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  deliver  the  j 
lution  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  considerate 
rence. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordin 

Mr.  Read,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admi 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Ass 
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leal  to  four  laws  passed  this  session,  together  with 
respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
1  order  to  be  compared  and  signed  by  the  Speaker 
and  the  several  original  bills  and  amendments* 

lember  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  certificates 
nent  of  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  to  the  office  of 
lis  State,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speakers  of 
in  order  that  the  same  may  be  delivered  by  the 
Council  to  Mr.  President ;  and  also  the  following 
gned  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  viz  : 

dney,  Nicholas  Vandvke,  and  Thomas 
Esquires,  Delegates  from  this  State  to 

;£ioo  each, £  300  o  o 

vid  Hall, 100  o  o 

Joseph  Vaughn, 100  o  o 

Patton, 75  00 

•Jaccuiet, 100  o  o 

irt  Kirkwood, 100  o  o 

s  Moore, 6000 

Learmouth, 6000 

Wilson, 6000 

tl  Powell  Cox, 60  o  o 

ge  Parvis, 6000 

les  Kidd,     40  o  o 

ss  Campbell, 40  o  o 

ph  Horsman 40  o  o 

h  Skillington, 40  o  o 

ard  Roche, 40  o  o 

ry  Duff, 40  o  o 

mas  Anderson, 40  o  b 

>en  Gilder, 6000 

phen  McWilliam, 30  o  o 

aughan, 30  o  o 

latt, 30  o  o 

a  Holland 40  o  o 

£  1545  o  o 


the  said  orders  were  directed  to  be  signed  by  the 
\  Council ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 
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On  motion,  by  order,  the  several  foregoing 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Asseml 
compared,  and  directed  to  be  signed  by  the  Sp< 
cil ;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
Seal  to  the  foregoing  bills,  was  read  and  conci 
follows,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly,  Nov 

1 '  On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Comma 
"  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  following  1 

i.  "An  act  for  raising  twenty-three  thousan 
twenty-five  pounds,  in  specie,  for  the  servia 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  ;' ' 

2.  '  'An  act  to  vest  in  the  Congress  of  th< 
power  to  levy  duties  of  five  per  centum  ad  v 
goods  and  merchandise  imported  into  this  St 
and  prize  goods  condemned  in  the  Court  of  4 
and  tor  appropriating  the  same  ;" 

3.  "An  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of 
Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Pe 
livery  in  the  County  of  Sussex  ;' ' 

4.  "An  additional  supplementary  act  to  th 
act  for  calling  out  of  circulation  and  cancelling 
State,  according  to  the  present  apportionmej 
of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,  and  for  emi 
new  bills,  according  to  the  resolutions  of  Con 
teenth  day  of  March  last,  and  for  other  purposi 
Castle,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  February,  one  th 
dred  and  eighty-one. ' ' 


"Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS. 
Cl\ 


Mr.  Vandyke,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was 
livered  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  the  Coui 
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hirteenth  day  of  December  next,  to  be  observed 
anksgiving  and  Prayer,  with  the  concurrence  of 
.ssembly  thereto. 

smber  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions 
)f  Assembly  for  completing  the  Delaware  Regi- 
:  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council 
he  House  of  Assembly. 

?mber  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
Lssembly  empowering  the  President  to  draw  for 
ineent  services;  and  also  certain  resolutions  of  the 
tnbly  for  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the  Delaware 


jmber  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
assembly  for  the  payment  of  one  hundred  pounds 
an,  together  with  an  order,  signed  by  the  Speaker 
f  Assembly,  for  thirteen  hundred  pounds,  specie, 
>rge  Craghead,  Esq.,  the  Clothier-General  of  this 
to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

>y  order, 

>ns  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  offi- 
iware  Regiment,  as  amended,  were  read  and  con- 
are  as  follows,  viz  :  * 

>y  order, 

m  empowering  the  President  to  draw  for  money 
iervices,  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows, 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Tuesday,  November  13,  1781. 


That  his  Excellency,  the  President  and  Com- 
lief  of  this  State,  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered 
rders  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  any  sum,  not  ex- 
thousand  pounds,  in  order  to  defray  expenses  for 

ns  are  not  recorded. 
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"contingent  public  services  that  may  arise  in 
"  present  General  Assembly,  he  to  be  accounts 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes,  J  AS. 

' '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CI '  k 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
clothing  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  were  read 
and  are  as  follows,  viz : 

"In  the  House  of  A 
"Tuesday,  13th  N 
"On  motion, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Hi 
"eral  Assembly  draw  their  order  in  favor  of  ( 
"  Esq.,  the  Clothier  of  the  State,  on  the  State  1 
"  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds,  in  specie,  1 
"  an  immediate  supply  of  two  hundred  shirts,  on 
' '  waistcoats,  one  hundred  pair  of  woolen  over 
"pair  of  socks,  one  hundred  pair  of  shoes,  fiffe 
"blankets,  for  the  use  of  the  detachment  un< 
"of  Capt  McKennan." 

"That  the  Speakers,  aforesaid,  draw  their  o 
"Treasurer,  in  favor  of  the  Clothier- General,  a 
"hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds,  like  money 
"of  a  supply  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  coats, 
"fifty  woolen  waistcoats,  one  hundred  and  fift^ 
"three  hundred  shirts,  one  hundred  and  fifty  1 
"and  fifty  pair  of  socks,  and  three  hundred  pai 
"use  of  the  Delaware  troops  in  the  Southern 
' '  command  of  General  Green. T ' 

"That  the  Clothier-General  make  applicatio 
"War,  in  order  to  obtain  the  above  articles  1 
"many  of  them  as  may  be  procured  in  that  1 
"said  George  Craghead  make  exact  and  partic 
"articles  he  may  so  procure,  and  also  render  1 
"expenditure  01  the  money  he  may  receive,  tc 
"sembly,  at  their  next  meeting/' 

' '  That  orders  be  drawn,  in  manner  aforesai 
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ie  Delaware  Regiment,  for  the  following  sums  of 
pecie,  on  account  of  their  pay,  to  wit:  to  Colonel 
,  one  hundred  pounds ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Joseph 
ne  hundred  pounds ;  Major  John  Patten,  seventy- 

;  Captains  Robert  Kirkwood  and  Peter  Jaquet, 
mndred  pounds ;  Captains  John  Learmouth,  John 
liel  Powel  Cox  and  George  Parvis,  sixty  pounds, 
in  James  Moore,  ten  pounds  in  addition  to  the  fifty 
red  to  be  paid  to  him  by  this  present  General  As- 
uben  Gilder,  Surgeon,  sixty  pounds ;  Lieutenants 
",  James  Campbell  Joseph  Horsman,  Elijah  Skil- 
irles  Kidd,  Edward  Roche  and  Thomas  Anderson, 
s  each;  Ensign  Stephen  McWilliam,  thirty  pounds  ; 
aughn  and  John  Piatt,  volunteers  in  the  said  regi- 

pounds  each." 

>rder  be  drawn,  in  the  same  manner,  for  the  pay- 
i  month's  pay  for  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
the  Delaware  troops  in  the  Southern  army,  afore- 
1  person  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  of 
>  receive  the  same,  and  to  be  by  such  person  im- 
nitted  to  them. 

!  recommended  to  the  President  to  issue  his  orders 
rs  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  now  in  the  State  (Cap- 
excepted),  and  not  prisoners  of  war,  that  as  soon  as 
sverally  receive  the  sum  directed  to  be  drawn  on 
,  as  at>ove  mentioned,  they  do  repair  to  their  regi- 
t  the  officers  thereof,  now  with  General  Green  may, 
c  proper,  apply  for  leave  of  absence  for  a  time,  and 
supplied  by  such  as  are  within  the  intent  of  this 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CVk  of  Assembly." 


om  the  minutes. 

oncurrence. 

by  order, 

ion  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of 
pounds  to  William  Millan,  was  read,  considered, 


Tiat  the  order  in  favor  of  George  Craghead,  Esq., 
indred  pounds,  be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 
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Ordered,  That  the  several  bills  and  resolu 
tioned,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  c 
returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Co 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning, 


Wednesday,  Nover 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  membei 

The  Speaker  of  the  Council  now  waited  on  I 
being  returned,  reported  to  the  General  Asse 
administered  as  well  the  qualification  of  allegi 
tion  of  faith,  prescribed  by  the  twenty  second 
stitution  of  this  State,  as  the  oath  (or  affirmatic 
Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  Presider 
State,  in  pursuance  of  certain  resolutions  of  tl 
bly  of  yesterday. 

Thereupon 

Ordered^  That  the  Speaker  issue  a  writ  to  t 
Castle  County,  directing  him  to  hold  an  elect 
the  20th  day  of  December  next,  agreeable  t< 
and  Laws  oi  this  State,  for  the  choosing  of  or 
the  Legislative  Council  for  the  said  county,  in 
Dickinson,  Esquire,  whose  seat  became  vacant 
of  the  office  of  President  of  this  State. 

Which  was  accordingly  done. 

Then  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  setdeme 
wages  and  mileage  of  their  members  at  their  pr 
the  following  accounts  were  allowed,  viz : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,   I  78 1.  687 

ible  Thomas  Collins,  Esq.,  for  23  days' 

i  in  Council, £   25    76 

g,  Esq.,  for  20  days'  attendance,     .    .        17  10  o 
tt,  Esq.,  for  23  days'  attendance  and 

21   12  6 

Dnwell,  Esq.,  for  16  days'  attendance 

£e, 15  16  o 

,   Esq.,   for  20  days'   attendance  and 

20    o  o 

;,   Esq.,  for  17  days'   attendance  and 

15     8  6 

>lk,  Esq.,  for  21  days'  attendance  and 

19    9  6 

inson,  Esq.,  for  21  days'   attendance 

je, 20    96 

fining,  Esq.,  for  20  days'  attendance 

&c. 23  10  o 

;£  179     3  6 

lat  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  State  Trea- 
tment of  the  aforesaid  several  sums. 

iccordingly  done. 

•uncil  adjourned  till  the  2d  day  of  January  next,  to 
iwn  of  Dover. 
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;  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

IL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


URNED  SESSION,  JANUARY,  1782. 


r  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Delaware  State, 
Dover,  on  Wednesday,  the  2d  day  of  January,  in 
r  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
it  number  of  the  members  to  form  an  House  not 
Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Wednes- 
stant. 


Wednesday,  January  9th,  1782. 
met.     Present  the  following  members,  viz  : 
stle  County — Mr.  McDonough,  Mr.  Hyatt. 
wnty — The  Hon.  Thomas  Collins,  Mr.  Baning. 
County — Mr.  John  Polk. 


hat  the  Council  adjourn  till  Tuesday  next,  at  three 
afternoon. 
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Tuesday,  P.  M.,  Jan 

The  Council  met,  but  a  quorum  of  the  membc 
the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  1 
instant. 


Tuesday,  Janu 

The  Council  met  Present  the  same  member 
last,  and  also  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  William  Polk. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  fo 
New  Castle,  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  tc 
John  Dickinson,  Esa.,  which  became  vacant  b 
of  the  office  of  the  President  of  this  State,  b< 
table,  it  appears  that  Isaac  Grantham,  Esq. 
member  of  the  Council,  on  the  twentieth  day  ol 
agreeable  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  S 

Mr.  Grantham  appeared,  took  the  oath  anc 
declaration  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  ar 
stitution  of  this  State,  and  then  took  his  seat 
{See  note  on  page  zo.] 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McDonough  and  Mr.  C 
mittee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  Preside] 
him  that  the  Council,  having  met,  are  ready  to  \ 
ness  he  may  have  to  lay  before  them. 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that 
on  the  President  with  the  message  committed  to 
to  order,  and  that  he  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to 
laid  some  business  of  great  importance  before  tl 
sembly,  which,  in  due  course,  would  come  befor 

The  committee  appointed  to  view  the  premis 
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John  Leuden,  now  reported  that  they  had  viewed 
are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition, 
brth,  may  be  granted  ;  whereupon, 

if  Mr.  McDonough,  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
i  bring  in  a  bill  founded  on  the  said  petition,  the 
ted. 

ien  chosen  :  Mr.  Hyatt,  Mr.  McDonough,  and  Mr. 
ill  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  January  23d,  1782. 
met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

tee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  found- 
ion  of  John  Leuden,  now  laid  on  die  table  a  bill  for 
added  "A  further  supplementary  act  to  the  act  en- 
br  the  better  regulation  of  the  roads  in  New  Casde 
lich,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

ill  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eo 

The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  entitled  '  *  A  i 
tary  act  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  bett* 
roads  in  New  Castle  County,1  *9  was  read  the  s 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  thi 
graphs,  and  will  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  together  with 
tion,  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  th< 
Mr.  Cook ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  to  o'cJ 


Thursday,  Jan 
The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  membe 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'cl 


Friday,  A,  M,,  J; 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  member: 
well,  Mr.  Cook,  and  Mr.  Polk. 


Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
met. 

a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
air  a  message  from  the  President  to  the  General 
le  19th  instant,  with  its  inclosures. 

ember  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  new  map  of 
ts  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  North 
ieveral  reports  and  papers  relative  to  the  claims  of 

ember  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  supplement 
ed  "An  act  for  regulating  and  establishing  fees," 
nent  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

>y  order, 

fit's  Message,  and  its  inclosures,  were  severally 
aid  message  is  in  these  words,  viz : 

'the  General  Assembly  : 

ary  will  lay  before  you  several  acts  of  Congress, 
;r  the  30th,  November  the  2d,  12th,  and  23d, 
e  4th,  10th,  nth,  and  17th,  and  January  the  2d, 
om  the  President  of  that  honorable  body,  and  the 
^tive  to  the  subject  of  those  acts. 

lese  are  of  so  important  a  nature,  that  our  utmost 
comply  with  the  requisitions  founded  upon  them 
«t  measures  we  can  possibly  pursue  to  attain  and 
issings  for  which  we  are  contending. 

ses  of  the  last  campaign,  obtained,  under  the  favour 
rovidence,  by  the  distinguished  abilities  of  the 
in-Chief,  the  generous  aid  of  the  monarch  who 
to  the  exalted  station  he  holds,  the  gallantry  and 
t  of  his  troops,  and  of  the  American  officers  and 
very  scene  of  action — the  unparalleled  harmony 
ombined  forces,  promising  all  tne  fruits  of  a  perfect 
nt  amity,  the  militia  rivaling  veterans  in  bravery 
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"and  discipline — our  recovery  from  the  dist 
"  dated  currency — the  resources  open  to  our  \ 
"and  economical  administration  taking  place 
"the  enterprising  and  public  spirit  of  the  1 
"the  community,  giving  motion  to  so  mat 
"system  of  government — the  unanimity  of  tin 
"ing  and  defending  their  independence,  are 
"such  moment  as  to  present  a  prospect  of  th 
"events,  if  the  opportunities  they  offer  are  sc 
"and  improved  with  wisdom. 

"They  are,  however,  but  steps  in  our  pi 

"happiness,  and  by  looking  back  too  earnesi 

"may  yet  forfeit  the  inestimable  prize  we  ? 

1  labours  with  at  the  conclusion  of  the  course. 

"In  a  contest  so  deeply  interesting  to  us 
'  we  ought  to  think  nothing  done  while  anyth 
'  done.  Our  conduct  should  be  regulated  by  1 
'  and  even  the  errors  of  our  enemies,  Conftd 
'  and  strength,  animated  by  the  remembrance 
'  and  irritated  by  a  resistance  subverting  the  f 
'  their  wise  ancestors,  for  more  than  Rome 
'discover  a  fixed  resolution  to  persist,  in 
'  difficulty  and  danger,  in  their  attempts  to  red 
'  losses,  aggravated,  as  they  must  be,  by  a 
'their  own  imprudence.  Thus  stimulated  th 
'cation  of  wars,  face  their  foes  on  every  sic 
'  every  quarter  of  the  Globe  ;  demonstratir 
'  supplies  of  hostility  accumulated  by  a  great  1 
'  ed  commercial  power,  exhibiting  a  me  moral 
'destructive  diligence  and  obdurate  persev 
'  the  rage  of  ambition. 

"  If  all  this  profusion  of  blood  and  treasure 
"principally  desired  and  dreadful  end  of  subju| 
"we  should  remember  it  has  been  declared,  t 
"lished  by  the  commissioners  appointed  und 
"of  Britain,  and  of  which  no  disapprobation 
"from  either  House  of  Parliament,  a  seconda 
"swered — that  of  rendering,  by  the  extreme 
"lation,  our  connection  with  France  of  as  lit 
"as  POSSIBLE. 
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is  avowed  principle  has  heretofore  influenced  the 
ations  on  this  Continent,  it  is  needless  to  say  :  how 
nfluence  the  future,  let  the  past  determine ;  but 
sufferings  have  been,  it  is  worthy  of  consideration, 
of  them  may  not  be  imputed  to  our  mistakes. 

ing  that  a  vast  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  these 
t  every  hazard,  maintain  their  independence,  now 
necessary  for  supporting  their  honour  and  hap- 
desire  no  peace  but  upon  this  ground,  and  that 
n  hundred  would  risk  life  or  property  for  recon- 
ny  other  terms,  have  relied  too  much  on  this  solid 
sition.  Relaxation  ensued,  and  has  been  followed 
i  consequences.  Happily  for  us,  indeed,  virtue  has 
tid  the  arrears  of  prudence. 

ler  hand,  our  enemies,  viewing  the  same  object 
ieceiving  mediums  of  passion  and  prejudice,  believe 
ness  of  our  battalions,  and  the  dilatoriness  of  our 
,  in  a  great  degree,  occasioned  by  the  disaffec- 
numbers  to  our  cause.  This  error  produces  an- 
ads  them  to  expect  a  dissolution  of  public  credit, 
faction  at  the  burthens  imposed,  and  a  flattering 
between  their  funds,  supposed  by  them  to  be  al- 
istible,  and  the  scantiness  of  our  revenues. 

to  the  smallness  of  the  debt  we  have  contracted 
ar,  and  the  heavy  load  it  has  laid  upon  them,  they 

advert  to  the  difference  of  effects  such  national 
>  must  produce  in  a  country  prospering  by  manu- 
another  that  little  depends  on  such  employments  ; 

increase  of  our  burthens  only  adds  to  the  odium 
riginal  unprovoked  authors  of  them,  they  will  not 
a  the  calm  and  steady  resentment  of  injured  and 
cence,  and  never  reflect  how  much  of  their  pro- 
heerfully  spare,  who  are  ready  to  part  with  the 
eserving  their  freedom. 

ror  of  our  enemies,  if  they  really  believe  it,  or  an 
Hon,  if  they  do  not,  deserves  notice,  as  their  dis- 
aries  endeavor  to  disseminate  it  among  us.  They 
urmise,  that  such  a  cordial  friendship  can  never  be 
een  us  and  the  subjects  of  our  ally,  as  with  them- 
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selves,  because  of  the  dissimilarity  of  gover 
ners,  customs,  religion  and  language.  Ther 
hereditary  habits  of  thinking  would  easily  I 
doctrine.  It  is  past.  The  hard-hearted  polic 
and  the  just  and  wise  magnanimity  of  Frar 
to  us  the  impartial  exercise  of  our  judgmen 
case  of  a  connection  between  us  and  each  oi 
the  very  line  of  distinction,  that  has  been  d 
apprehensions  with  respect  to  the  latter  tl 
reasonable  for  want  of  it,  and  on  account  of  t 
as  peculiarly  forcible  against  the  former. 
liberal  sentiments,  and  fair  dealing,  are  better 
cord  between  nations  than  resemblances  that 
cause  deceptions,  and  which  we  feel  to  ha\ 
extension  to  the  fury  of  those,  who  now, 
ingenuity,  urge  them  as  sources  of  affection. 

"If  America  now  rises  to  a  full  display  o 
ability,  correspondent  to  the  desires  and  effor 
ally,  she  will  dispel  the  errors  that  have  beet 
and  may,  in  a  short  time,  realize  the  propoi 
toils,  not  otherwise  perhaps  to  be  obtained 
struggle,  great  expense,  and  renewed  losses, 

"When  such  a  measure  is  recommended  b] 
presides  over  the  common  interests  of  the 
comprehensive  survey  of  affairs  must  certain 
to  them  cogent  reasons  for  recommending 
they  have  done,  I  am  perfectly  convinced,  fr< 
of  your  zeal,  that  every  possible  exertion  wil 
part.  Permit  me  only  to  add,  that  I  cannot 
this  State  may  have  the  merit  of  being  dis 
earliest  punctuality  of  compliance. 

1 '  Gentlemen — The  Secretary  will  also  prese 
ters  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  me, 
15th  of  December,  concerning  the  establishr 
ary  hospital,  at  Wilmington,  for  sick  soldie 
Virginia,  with  several  papers  relative  to  that  1 

' '  Humanity,  and  a  just  respect  for  his  I 
ments,  induce  me  to  pursue  every  measure 
that  appeared  likely  to  save  the  lives  and  alle1 
of  the  brave  and  good  men  whose  relief  wa 
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these  measures  have  been  of  use,  and  hope  they 
r  approbation. 

cted  a  letter  from  General  Greene,  of  October  the 
n  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  of  November 
1  another  from  the  Board  of  War,  of  the  19th  of 
ith,  to  be  delivered  to  you,  as  they  contain  mat- 
require  your  consideration. 

y  after  my  going  to  Philadelphia,  as  I  was  well 
ith  your  solicitude  to  have  the  execution  of  your 
is  respecting  the  clothing  of  our  regiment  expe- 
nd to  the  Secretary  of  War.  His  letters,  of  the  3d 
December,  are  now  sent.  By  the  information 
■om  him,  and  afterward  from  the  Financier,  I 
nproper  that  any  further  steps  should  be  taken 
sasure  could  be  known  on  the  new  circumstances 
urred;  but  there  are  deficiencies  as  to  the  clothing 
s  that  deserve,  and  therefore,  I  am  assured,  will 
early  and  effectual  attention.  I  have  desired  the 
y  his  accounts  before  you. 

ature  has  not  yet  acted  upon  a  resolution  of  Con- 
he  thirteenth  of  last  June,  respecting  the  officers 
al  and  Medical  Department. 

st  dispatch  was  made  in  getting  the  schooner  be- 
e  State  ready,  in  pursuance  of  your  directions. 

I  the  20th  day  of  November,  and  protected  our 
intage,  until  she  was  driven  into  port  by  a  vessel 
ork,  of  superior  force.     I  have  reason  to  believe 

II  be  a  cooperation  in  Pennsylvania,  next  spring, 
measure.  If  it  is  not  disagreeable  to  you,  I  will 
procure  the  concurrence  of  the  State  of  New  Jer- 

ting  service  has  been  begun,  and  promises  the 
ess.  The  gendeman  appointed  to  superintend  it 
>rt  his  proceedings. 

h  of  November,  I  wrote  to  all  the  Receivers  of 
iring  them  to  make  returns  of  the  supplies  deliv- 
ning  the  articles,  quantities,  condition,  and  dis- 
landings.  I  have  nad  no  answer  but  from  the 
New  Casde  County. 
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"As  we  shall  be  charged  with  an  interest  on 
*  *  those  supplies,  the  collection  of  them  shou 
1 1  else,  they  should  be  changed  into  taxes,  in  s] 
"be  glad  if  the  Legislature  would  consider  y 
"the  most  eligible  mode.  There  are  other  d 
"that  require  a  like  adjustment. 

"I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you,  tlu 
"Continental  Bills,  except  a  very  inconsiderab 
"  mitted  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 

"The  supplies  that  you  so  prudently  order 
"at  the  post  of  Christiana  Bridge,  for  the  a 
"  from  York,  have  been  furnished  at  a  less  ex 
* '  pected,  as  appears  by  the  account  of  the  ( 
' '  is  with  particular  satisfaction  I  can  say  that  tl 
"performed  in  a  manner  very  acceptable  to  th< 
"table  to  the  State. 

1 '  Gentlemen — As  delegates  in  Congress  are 
1 '  ed,  and  a  representation  cannot  consist  of 
"addition  to  the  usual  number  appears  to  be 
"questions  of  the  first  magnitude  will  very  sh< 
"  tnat  assembly.  The  interest  and  dignity  of 
"  cerned  in  its  regular  representation.  It  is  to 
"this  is  a  very  proper  time  to  give  instruct 
"may  be  appointed,  to  use  the  strictest  dilij 
"the  claims  of  boundaries  to  be  immediatly 
"principles. 

"  I  esteemed  it  my  duty  to  obtain  all  the  ii 
"on  this  momentous  business,  and  the  Sec 
' '  some  important  documents  and  papers  on  th 
'  *  the  right  to  the  islands  in  the  Delaware. 

"  The  Militia  laws  should  be  explained,  ame 
"into  one  act.     The  public  welfare  requires 
"  defence  should  be  put  upon  a  more  respectal 

"  I  beg  leave,  also,  to  recommend  the  passir 
"  effectually  preventing  insults  to  the  State, 
1 '  out  of  its  harbors  ;  for  establishing  a  Court 
"defining  its  jurisdiction;  for  establishing  a 
"  regulating  trade  and  navigation  ;  for  establfc 
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*  Court  and  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  when  he  alone 
0  any  judicial  act  except  the  trying  of  causes,  and 
rd  of  tales  de  circumstaniibus  in  such  manner  that 
ration  of  justice  may  not  be  delayed ;  for  the  revi- 
edines  in  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  for  Sus- 
;  ana  for  better  securing  and  escorting  prisoners  of 
serters,  upon  which  occasions  a  contract  for  the 
may  be  necessary  appears  to  be  the  cheapest 
>roviding  them. 

"JOHN  DICKINSON.0 
till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  January  26th,  1782. 
1  met  and  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
1  met 

by  order,  the  bill  entitled  "A  supplement  to  the 
Ln  act  for  regulating  and  establishing  fees,'  "  and 
nt  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 
second  time,  and  an  amendment  was  proposed  by 

the  said  amendment  offered  by  the  House  of  As- 

hat  the  foregoing  amendment  be  transcribed  and 
mrence,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  said 
dment  proposed  by  that  House,  by  Mr.  McDon- 

;  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 

till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  Jam 
The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morro 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  Janu 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members, 
well  and  Mr.  John  Polk. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  ad 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  "A  suppleme 
tied  "An  act  for  regulating  and  establishing  i 
amendment,  and  also  the  amendment  proposed 
the  said  bill  rejected  by  the  House  of  Assembly 

The  Council  took  the  foregoing  amendment 
tion,  and  agreed  to  the  amendment  proposed 
Assembly,  and  receded  from  their  own  amendn 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eoe 


The  Council  met 


On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill,  bein 
read,  compared,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
bly,  by  Mr.  Hyatt,  for  comparison,  and  to  1 
Speaker  of  that  House,  together  with  the  ori| 
several  papers  of  amendments  proposed  thereto 

Ordered  also.  That  Mr.  Hyatt  deliver  to  the 
bly  the  President's  message  and  its  inclosures. 
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being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
ler. 

till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  January  30th,  1782. 
1  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


I  met. 


j  Polk,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
be  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  protection 
f  this  State  on  the  River  and  Bay  of  Delaware." 

nember  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  act  of  Con- 
ith  December,  1781,  recommending  to  the  Legis- 
several  States  to  cause  to  be  taken  the  number  of 
nts  thereof,  together  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
:o  ascertain  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  within 


by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

by  order,  the  foregoing  act  of  Congress,  and  the 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
ints  within  this  State,  founded  thereon,  were  sever- 
irst  time. 

till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  Jaj 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  membc 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  ol 
River  and  Bay  of  Delaware,  was  read  the  sec 
ported  for  consideration  till  the  afternoon. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to 
ber  of  white  inhabitants  within  this  State,  w 
time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"In  the  House  of 
"Wednesday,  J 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  several  Collectors  of  i 
"each  Hundred  of  the  respective  Counties  w 
"by  the  best  ways  and  means  in  their  power, 
"of  the  number  of  all  white  persons  within  tl 
"dreds,  and  return  an  exact  list  thereof,  on 
"and  under  their  hands ,  to  the  General  Ass< 
"meeting,  distinguishing  therein  the  numbe 
"and  female,  of  the  age  of  eighteen  years  an 
"number  of  each  sex  under  that  age. 

"That  the  General  Assembly  will  make  pr 
"  ment  of  the  Collectors  for  the  service  afores 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"  Sent  for  concurrence. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


JAS 

a 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

I  met. 

by  order,  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 
:he  River  and  Bay  of  Delaware,  was  read  a  third 
graphs,  and  will  pass. 

lat  Mr.  William  Polk  return  the  same  to  the  House 
together  with  the  resolutions  of  that  House  to  as- 
mber  of  white  persons  within  this  State,  concurred 
icil,  and  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1  ith  December 
inying  the  same. 

ported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

ill  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  February  1,  1782. 
i  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
ill  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


1  met. 


member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
message  from  the  President  to  the  General  Assem- 
th  ultimo. 

nember  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  certain  resolu- 
louse  of  Assembly  for  accelerating  the  recruiting 
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service,  together  with  certain  papers  and  a 
James  Moore  relative  to  that  service. 

Mr.  Bassett,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  to  remedy  the  defect* 
the  execution  of  an  act  of  Assembly  entitle 
bodying  a  number  of  the  Militia  of  this  State 
reinforcing  the  Army  of  the  United  States/ 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Asst 
embodying  a  number  of  the  Militia,  &c. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  message  was  read  the  first 
lows,  viz : 

4 4  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

"My  duty  obliges  me  to  represent  to  yo 
"  ordinance  of  Congress,  dated  the  fourth  da; 
"  concerning  captures,  is  likely  to  prove  partic 
44  ly  detrimental  to  this  State.  Upon  recapti 
"the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours  after  t 
"to  be  no  restitution  of  any  part  This  reg 
4 '  by  Congress,  I  believe,  for  the  purpose  of 
4 '  to  the  practice  of  other  nations.  So  far 
1 '  But  I  apprehend  there  ought  to  be  a  distin< 
"captures  in  common  cases,  and  captures  c 
*  *  in  the  coast  trade,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  c 
"of  the  country  to  market  within  the  countr 
"gating  between  lands  on  each  side,  withou 
'  *  the  open  sea.  The  capture  of  such  vesse 
"made  within  cannon  shot  of  the  shore,  fr< 
"body  of  a  county.  They  generally  contii 
"the  places  where  they  are  taken  for  upw; 
"hours,  and,  in  every  instance  that  has  com* 
4 4  the  recapture  has  been  made  by  citizens  of 
"States.  I  therefore  think,  that  with  strict 
44  captures  should  be  put  upon  the  same  fooi 
41  of  property  originally  captured  on  land,  wh 
41  to  the  former  owner  upon  payment  of  a 
4  4  not  exceeding  one-fourth  of  the  value  ;  no  i 
44  the  time  of  possession  by  the  enemy. 
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sent  regulation  continues  in  force,  the  damage  to 
tst  be  exceedingly  great,  if  not  irretrievable,  during 
e  have  but  very  few  shallops  left,  and  the  difficulty 
:  more  is  well  known.  If  the  property  of  those 
s  to  be  divested  in  the  manner  above  mentioned, 
probable  that  in  a  short  time  we  shall  not  have  a 
ging  to  any  citizen  of  this  State.  Of  consequence, 
^e  able  to  send  our  produce  to  market. 

ter  appears  in  the  same  light  to  you  that  it  does  to 
:  will  be  judged  advisable  to  instruct  the  Delegates 
to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  obtain  imme- 
eration  of  the  ordinance  in  this  particular. 

r  prohibiting  persons  from  trading  with  the  enemy, 
ly  amendments.  I  am  informed  that  sometimes 
>aded,  and  lie  in  harbor,  or  sail  under  such  suspi- 
stances,  as  denote  an  intention  of  falling  into  tne 
enemy  by  collusion.  I  sincerely  wish  the  wisdom 
iture  may  devise  the  most  effectual  means  for  pre- 
unishing  such  conduct,  as  also  the  practice  of  go- 
or  vessels  in  the  bay  or  river,  and  corresponding 
ny,  without  legal  authority. 

taiy  will  lay  before  you  several  letters,  dated  De- 
14th  and  January  the  3d  and  10th,  and  a  report  of 
>re's  proceedings  in  the  recruiting  service,  with 
itions  on  that  subject. 

t  appear  that  power  has  been  expressly  given  to 
nt  a  person  in  Mr.  Montgomery's  place  on  his 
I  understand  that  great  delay,  in  settling  the 
s  been  occasioned  by  the  distance  at  which  the 
rs  reside  from  one  another.  I  therefore  beg  leave 
your  consideration,  whether  it  may  not  be  best,  in 
1  vacancy,  to  appoint  some  person  living  nigh  to 
>,  as  there  will  then  be  two  Commissioners  near 
the  State. 

ary  will  also  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  the  instruc- 
ommander  of  the  State  schooner,  and  his  letter  to 
h  of  December.  A  former  letter,  therein  referred 
le  to  my  hand.  The  diligence,  activity,  bravery, 
iduct  of  this  worthy  officer,  deserve  great  praise. 


uary  28,  1782.' 


"JOHN  DICKINSON. 
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Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  act  for  more  effectually 
couraging  offences  committed  in  taking  vessel 
of  this  State,  together  with  a  paper  of  ami 
thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly  ;  which  w< 
and  agreed  to. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'< 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  F< 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  inemfr 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  punishing  and  discouraging  ofl 
taking  vessels  out  of  the  harbor  of  this  Stat 
was  read  and  compared,  and  ordered  to  be  s* 
Assembly  for  comparison,  and  to  be  signed 
that  House. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
recruiting  service,  were  read  the  second  time, 
was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  remedy  defects 
the  execution  of  an  act  of  Assembly  entitled  4 
ing  a  number  of  Militia  of  this  State  for  the  j 
ing  the  Army  of  the  United  States,1  "  was  r 
and  an  amendment  was  proposed  and  agree* 
be  transcribed. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  bill 
resolutions  for  accelerating  the 


and  transcrib* 
recruiting  ser 
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Iment;  the  President's  message  and  Capt.  Moore's 
ipers  relative  to  the  recruiting  service,  be  sent  to 
1  Assembly  by  Mr.  McDonough ;  who  is  also  ap- 
liver  the  bill  for  more  effectually  punishing  and  de- 
fences committed  in  taking  vessels  out  of  the  harbors 
to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

gs,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
:  Chair  a  bill  entitled  '  'An  act  to  increase  the  powers 
s  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  for  other  purposes  ;M 
ier,  was  reaa  the  first  time. 

nough  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  com- 
1. 

s  Polk,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
the  Chair  the  following  verbal  message  from  the 
sembly  to  the  Council,  viz  : 


ise  of  Assembly  propose  to  your  honorable  body 
Houses  meet  in  the  Council  Chamber,  at  3  o'clock 
on,  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for 
es  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
tes  for  the  present  year. 

>eb.  2,  1782." 

till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
:il  met 

:il  took  into  consideration  the  verbal  message  from 
Assembly  delivered  in  the  forenoon,  and  thereupon 

rhat  the  following  answer  to  the  same  be  sent  to  the 
sembly,  viz : 
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Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  assent  to  your  proposal  conta 
message,  and  will  be  ready  to  receive  your  1 
three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Dover,  Feb.  2d,  1782. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grantham  deliver  the 
of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Grantham  reported  the  delivery  thereof 

The  House  of  Assembly  met  the  Council,  ir 
ber,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  to  put  i 
sons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  repres 
Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  present 
persons  were  nominated,  whose  names  were 
consideration  of  the  members. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  four  persons  be  elected  to 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  j 

Then  the  General  Assembly  proceeded  to  t 
examining  the  box  containing  tne  ballots,  it  a 
mon  Dickinson,  Thomas  McKean,  Qesar  R 
Wharton,  Esquires,  were  declared  duly  elec 
this  State  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sti 
year. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  now 

Then  the  House  of  Assembly  withdrew. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  pc 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  for  other  purposes, 
time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  William  Polk,  for  lea^ 
12  o'clock  on  Monday  next,  the  same  was  gr; 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clo 
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:il  met. 
ohn  Polk. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  Februarys  1782. 
Present  all  the  members  as  on  Saturday, 


,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
Chair  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this 
paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto;  which  were 
jred  and  agreed  to,  except  as  to  their  sixth,  twelfth 
h  amendments. 

That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  the  said  bill  and  paper  of 
to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

1,  by  order, 

ntitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  Jus- 
Jupreme  Court,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
by  paragraphs,  and  some  amendments  were  pro- 
d  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  there- 
iouse  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and  con- 
Mr.  Cook. 

1  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
:il  met. 

g  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
>  him,  according  to  order. 

t,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
Chair  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Alexander  Hamilton, 
d-de-Camp)  dated  at  Headquarters,  Middle  Brook, 
779,  and  addressed  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
^giment,  inclosing  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  16th 
778,  for  annexing  Capt.  McLane's  company  to  the 
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Delaware  Regiment ;  and  also  a  resolution  < 
sembly  of  the  ist  June,  1779,  annexing  Capt. 
to  the  Delaware  Regiment,  together  with  cei 
the  General  Assembly,  dated  October  31,  17S 
State  Treasurer  to  purchase  a  sum  of  nione] 
benefit  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regim 

Srisoners  on  Long  I  slang1,  &c. ;  and  also  a  a 
and  and  seal  of  General  Washington,  dated 
1781,  together  with  a  memorial  of  Allen  Mel 
30,  1782,  founded  thereon. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  C 
gress  of  June  13,  1781,  respecting  the  offio 
and  Medical  Department,  together  with  a  bi 
for  ascertaining  the  depreciation  of  the  pay 
persons  in  the  several  departments  of  the  arn 
to  this  State  as  part  of  the  quota  of  the  land 
for  other  purposes. ' ' 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill,  a 
going  papers  accompanying  the  same  and  c 
were  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Cook  now  reported  the  delivery  of 
committed  to  him,  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Read,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  adn 
to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  for  accelerating  th 
with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the 
by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chi 
lishine  a  Militia  within  this  State,  with  the  fin 
posecf  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  ; 
amendments  proposed  to  the  said  amendmen 

The  Council  took  the  said  amendments  ini 
ceded  from  such  of  the  amendments  of  the  I 
as  thev  had  before  disagreed  tol  and  agree 
amendments  proposed  by  that  House. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Mr.   Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  \ 
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!hair  certain  instructions  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
ress. 

by  order,  the  foregoing  instructions  were  read  the 
ill  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  February  5,  1782. 

met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

by  order, 

ions  for  accelerating  the  recruiting  service,  were 
ded,  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

nittee  to  whom  was  referred  Capt.  James  Moore's 
ting  the  recruiting  service,  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
r  him  laid  before  the  Assembly,  report  it  as  their 
:  resolutions  of  the  following  import  be  added  to 
i  the  13th  of  November  last  for  recruiting  the  Dela- 
ent: 

t  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  or  Com- 
)hief  of  this  State  to  appoint  one  fit  person  in  each 
his  State  to  muster  the  men  enlisted  to  serve  as 
he  Delaware  Regiment  under  the  regulations  pre- 
ie  resolutions  of  the  said  13th  of  November  last. 

;  Capt.  James  Moore  be  allowed  to  retain  three 
diem  in  lieu  of  his  rations,  out  of  the  monies  which 
ito  his  hands  for  the  recruiting  service,  so  long  as 
employed  therein. 

1  Captain  Moore,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Pre- 
nthorized  to  issue  orders  for  rations  to  such  of  the 
jreants  and  old  soldiers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment 
in  this  State,  in  want  of  such  support,  until  the 
embly  shall  take  further  order  therein. 
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"  4th.  That  the  President  or  Commander 
'  be  authorized  to  draw  orders  upon  the  Stat 
'  further  sums  of  money  as  he  shall  judge  r 
'  to  time,  for  the  said  recruiting  business,  no 
'  ditional  sum  of  nine  hundred  pounds. 

"  5th.  That  Col.  Tilton,  of  Kent  County , 
*  Sussex  County,  be  authorized  to  pay  unto  C 
'  orders  of  the  President,  such  surns  of  spe< 
'  may  be  come  to  their  hands,  respectively, 
'  for  those  two  counties,  under  the  act  of  A* 
'  act  to  recruit  the  Regiment  of  this  State 
'of  the  United  States/  passed  at  New  Cas 
'  of  February  last,  and  that  such  orders,  wi 
'  shall  be  allowed  to  them  in  their  accounts  \ 
'  sembly. 

4 '6th.  That  Capt.  Moore  be  authorized 
'  monies  which  he  shall  receive,  as  atoresai 
'  pounds,  in  specie,  to  any  person  or  person 
'  livering  to  him  a  deserter  belonging  to  the 
'  together  with  six  pence  a  mile  for  each  ml 
'  in  which  he  may  be  taken  and  to  which  he  i 
'  delivery,  as  aforesaid. 

11 7th.  That  Capt.  Moore  apply  to  the  Ck 
'  United  States  for  such  articles  of  clothing 
'  necessary  and  wanting,  as  well  for  the  old  i 
'  ware  Regiment,  now  in  the  State,  as  for  tl 
'of. 

"8th.     That  Capt.  Moore  be  accountable 
'sembly  for  all  such  sums  of  money  as 
'  hands,  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  reso 
'  make  monthly  returns  to  the  President  oi 
'  the  business  aforesaid. 

"9th.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
'some  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Re 
'  State,  and  who  are  under  orders  to  join  thi 
'  under  their  command  and  march  off  such 
'  aforesaid,  and  the  new  levies,  as  may  not 
'  ther  the  recruiting  service,  and  to  proceed 
'  pedition  to  the  Regiment  in  the  Southerr 
'  eral  Greene. 
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iat  in  case  of  the  death  or  other  disability  of  the 
imes  Moore,  to  superintend  the  recruiting  service, 
>rm  other  the  duties  prescribed  to  him,  as  well  by 
bregoing  resolutions  as  by  the  said  resolves  of  the 
ember  last,  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief 
appoint  some  other  fit  person  to  the  same  service  ; 
iry  person  or  persons,  so  appointed,  shall  have  and 
the  powers  and  duties  in  the  said  resolutions  res- 
ascribed  and  given  to  the  said  Capt  James  Moore. 


oncurrence. 


11  SIMON  KOLLOCK,  Speaker." 


by  order, 

tions  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress 
\  second  time,  considered  and  concurred  in,  and 
words,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Monday,  February  4th,  1782. 

ns  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Delaware 
\  Honorable  Thomas  McKean,  Philemon  Dickin- 
Rodney,  and  Samuel  Wharton,  Esquires,  Dele- 
be  said  State  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 


s  that  will  engage  your  attention  as  Delegates  of 
Congress  are  so  various  and  complicated  that  it  is 
t  this  time  to  point  out  with  precision  the  conduct 
3  observe  in  conducting  them. 

t  that  you  will  form  such  agreements  among  your- 
icting  your  attendance,  that  this  State  will  always 
represented  in  Congress,  and  we  desire  that  you 
le  greatest  diligence,  strenuously  promote  all  such 
,  upon  mature  deliberation,  you  shall  judge  most 
>r  maintaining  and  securing  the  freedom,  indepen- 
lappiness  of  the  United  States  in  general,  and  of 
particular. 

>erceive  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
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( cil,  and  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  dated  th 
4  January,  1779,  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith  tr 
'  the  objections  made  by  this  State  to  some  ai 
'federation.  They  appear  to  us  to  be  well 
'  wish  you  would  act  conformably  to  them,  and 
1  cure  an  amendment  of  the  Confederation  in 
'  but  we  especially  require  that  you  will  empl 
1  dustrious  exertions  for  obtaining,  without  an] 
fa  final  settlement  of  the  boundaries  of  th< 
'  claims  are  immoderate,  and  of  the  rights  of 
'  on  the  principles  of  the  resolutions,  an  adhe 
1  so  plainly  consistent  with  justice  and  so  indis 
'  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  Union.  This 
'  to  be  of  the  first  magnitude,  as  deeply  interesl 
'  posterity,  and  for  very  strong  reasons  we  are 
1  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  bringing  it  to  a 

1 1  It  is  probable  that  the  property  of  the  isl 
'  ware  may  be  considered  as  connected  with  t 
f  desire  that  you  will  attend  also  to  this  point, 
1  take  care  that  due  regard  be  had  therein  to 
'  State. 

44  Part  of  the  ordinance  of  Congress,  dated  tl 
cember  last,  concerning  captures,  is  likely  tc 
and  particularly  detrimental  to  this  State,  witl 
urging  our  being  subjected  to  such  hardshij 
tures,  not  made  until  the  expiration  of  twent 
the  capture,  there  is  to  be  no  restitution  o; 
regulation  was  adopted  by  Congress,  we  un 
'  purpose  of  conforming  to  the  practice  of  01 
1  far  it  may  be  proper ;  but  we  apprehend  tl 
a  distinction  made  between  captures  in  co: 
captures  of  vessels  employed  in  the  inland  t 
purpose  of  carrying  tne  produce  of  the  coi 
within  the  country  and  always  navigating  bet 
of  lands  on  each  side  without  ever  passing  ii 
The  capture  of  such  vessels  is  almost  always 
non  shot  of  the  shore  infra  prcesidia  of  the 
within  the  body  of  a  county ;  they  generall 
near  the  places  where  they  are  taken  for  up 
four  hours  after,  and  in  every  instance  tl 
to  our  knowledge  the  recapture  has  been  nu 
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i  United  States.  We  therefore  think,  that  with  the 
priety  such  recaptures  should  be  put  upon  the  same 
1  recaptures  of  property  originally  captured  upon 
,  by  tne  same  ordinance,  is  to  be  returned  to  the 
er  upon  payment  of  a  reasonable  salvage,  not  ex- 
s-fourth  part  of  the  value,  no  regard  being  had  to 
possession  bv  the  enemy.  If  the  present  regulation 
1  force,  the  damage  to  this  State  must  be  exceeding- 
lot  irretrievable,  during  the  war.  We  have  but  very 
1  left,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  more  is  too  well 
the  property  of  those  that  remain  is  to  be  divested 
ier  before  mentioned,  it  is  highly  probable  that  in  a 
here  will  not  be  a  vessel  belonging  to  an  inhabitant 
:.  Of  consequence,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  send  our 
market,  and  it  then  becomes  utterly  impossible  for 
;h  our  quota  of  supplies,  which,  indeed,  is  nearly 
sady,  from  the  almost  continual  interruption  of  our 
>y  armed  vessels  from  New  York.  For  these  rea- 
nestly  desire  that  you  will  use  all  the  means  in  your 
rtain  immediately  an  alteration  of  the  ordinance  in 
iar. 

e  expect  and  desire,  that  if  any  particular  doubts  or 
present  themselves  to  your  minds  on  questions  of 
*nt,  agitated,  or  likely  to  be  soon  agitated,  in  Con- 
vill  communicate  them  fully  to  the  President  of  this 
he  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of 
the  Legislature  and  taking  their  sense  thereon  for 
r  direction. 

y  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"  SIMON  KOLLOCK,  Speaker. 

concurrence." 

by  order, 

r  ascertaining  the  depreciation  of  the  pay  accounts 
sons  in  the  several  departments  of  the  army  who 
to  this  State  as  part  of  the  quota  of  the  land  forces 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
it  is  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  deliver  the  said 
amendment  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  toget 
tions  for  accelerating  the  recruiting  service,  ; 
to  the  Delegates  in  Congress,  respectively  ( 
Council. 

Mr.  Cook  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ace 

Adjourned  to  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 


E< 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  adu 
to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  Jacob  Vandegrif 
New  Castle,  witn  a  list  of  sundry  forfeitures  11 
and  Terminer  of  Sussex  County,  and  a  resol 
of  Assembly  founded  thereon,  directing  the  Ti 
the  payment  of  fines  and  forfeitures, 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  papers 
the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  v 
time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  in  these  words, 

"  In  the  House  o 

11  MONDj 

41  Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  General  Ass 
"act -for  ascertaining  the  salaries  and  allowaj 
"and  persons  herein  mentioned  employed  in 
"this  State,  and  for  providing  a  iund  for  the 
"passed  the  22d  FeDruary,  1777,  it  is  enacte 
"forfeitures  accruing  within  this  State  shall  b 
1 '  the  use  of  the  same,  and  shall  be  paid  to  tf 
"  County  where  the  fine  shall  be  imposed  or 
"therefore 

"Resolved^  That  the  Treasurers  of  the  seve 
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Teby  directed  to  demand  of  the  Sheriffs  respectively 
it  of  the  fines  and  forfeitures  which  have  or  may 
heir  hands,  and  on  neglect  or  refusal  of  payment  to 
same  as  the  above-recited  act  directs,  except  in  the 
rob  Vandegrift,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and 
and  Nathaniel  Hynes  and  William  Messick,  in  the 
Sussex,  and  their  sureties ;  and  that  they  return  a 
tonies  they  may  so  receive  to  the  General  Assembly 
eting  thereof. 


om  the  minutes, 
concurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CI' k  of  Assembly." 


'hat  Mr.  McDonough  return  the  aforesaid  resolu- 
petition  on  which  it  is  founded,  to  the  House  of 
e  delivery  whereof  Mr.  McDonough  reported,  ac- 
ler. 

by  order, 

r  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State,  being  en- 
read  and  compared,  and  ordered  to  be  delivered, 
,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  comparison  and  to 
the  Speaker  of  that  House. 

reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter,  dated  Dec.  27,  1781, 
ans,  Esq. ,  respecting  his  certificate  for  money  lent 
>n  of  this  State,  in  September,  1776  ;  a  letter  from 
5,  representing  his  distress  by  reason  of  his  not 
is  account  for  work  done  as  printer  for  this  State, 

a  petition  of  Richard  Janvier  respecting  the  non- 
is  account  for  the  expenses  of  part  of  the  members 

of  Assembly  in  January,  1781,  and  a  report  of  the 
tee  of  Accounts  on  the  said  letters  and  petition. 

member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from 
r  respecting  the  schooner  purchased  for  this  State 
1,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
e  State  Schooner  Vigilant. 

by  order,  the  foregoing  papers  were  severally  read 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  sale  of  the  State  Sch 
read  the  second  time,  concurred  in,  and  is  as 

"In  the  House  of 
"Mondj 

1  *  Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  thi 
1 '  provision  for  procuring  a  vessel  more  suita 
' '  of  protecting  the  trade  on  the  Bay  and  Rive 
' '  the  one  now  belonging  to  the  State ;  therefc 

"Resolved,  That  Charles  Pope,  Esq.,  be  ai 
"powered  and  directed,  with  the  approbatic 
1 '  and  Commander-in-Chief,  to  make  sale  of 
1  ' Vigilant,  her  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture 
"otherwise,  for  the  best  price  he  can  obtai 
* '  money  arising  by  such  sale  to  apply  in  disd 
*  *  from  Col.  Henry  Neil  to  a  certain  Thomas 
* ( of  Philadelphia,  given  for  the  price  of  said 
"and  the  balance  remaining  in  his  hands,  if 
"  with  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  sitt 

"  That  the  General  Assembly  will  make  su 
"said  Col.  Pope  for  transacting  this  busines 
"  his  accounts,  as  to  them  shall  appear  reason 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"J AS.  BOOTH,  a 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Acco 
sidered,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report,  and  letters 
and  the  foregoing  resolution,  with  the  cone 
thereto,  be  returned,  by  Mr.  Cook,  to  the  He 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  adrr 
to  the  Chair  the  act  to  remedy  defects,  &c. ; 
regulating  and  establishing  fees  ;  the  bill  to  i 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court;  the  bil 
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&c. ;  the  bill  for  punishing  offences  committed  in 
3,  &c. ;  the  bill  for  ascertaining  the  depreciation  of 
mts,  &c. ;  and  the  act  for  establishing  a  Militia,  &c, 
1  the  several  bills  and  amendments,  and  a  resolu- 
ause  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  thereto, 

ring  bills,  severally  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
sembly,  were  read  and  compared,  and  ordered  to  be 
e  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which  was  accordingly 

,  by  order, 

tion  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  foregoing  laws 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Monday,  Feb.  4,  1782. 
sn, 

That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 

ct  to  remedy  defects  that  have  arisen  in  the  exe- 
act  of  Assembly  entitled  'An  act  for  embodying  a 
e  Militia  of  this  State  for  the  purpose  of  reinforcing 
the  United  States  ;' " 

pplement  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  regulating 
ing  fees ;'  M 

:t  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  Justices  of  the  Su- 
,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 

*  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the 
sr  of  Delaware ;" 

zt  for  ascertaining  the  depreciation  of  the  pay  ac- 
vers  persons  in  the  several  departments  who  are 
:his  State  as  part  of  the  quota  of  the  land  forces 
for  other  purposes  ;" 

:t  for  more  effectually  punishing  and  discouraging 
mitted  in  taking  vessels  out  of  the  harbors  of  this 
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7.    '  *  An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  th 

44  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  1 

' '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CI  *  k 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  bills  and  resoluti 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  be  retun 
of  Assembly  by  Mr.  McDonough  ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  t 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  8  o'clocl 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  Febn 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members 

The  Council  now  proceeded  to  the  settlemen 
wages  and  mileage  of  the  members  and  Clerl 
allowed  the  following  accounts,  viz  : 

To  the  Honorable  Thomas  Collins,  Esq.,    .    . 

To  Peter  Hyatt,  Esq 

To  Isaac  Grantham,  Esq., 

To  Thomas  McDonough,  Esq 

To  John  Cook,  Esq., 

To  John  Baning,  Esq., 

To  William  Polk,  Esq., 

To  John  Polk,  Esq., 

To  Benjamin  Vining,  Clerk, 


Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  di 
State  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  above  ir 

Whereupon  the  said  orders  were  accordingly  < 
by  the  Speaker. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  27th  day 
meet  at  the  Town  of  Dover. 
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ADJOURNED  SESSION,   MAY,  1782. 


eting  of  the  Council,  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
Kent,  by  adjournment,  on  Monday,  the  27th  day  of 
).  1782,  a  sufficient  number  of  the  members  to  form 
lot  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day 
lay,  the  nth  day  of  June,  1782. 


Tuesday,  June  nth,  1782. 
wing  members  attended,  viz  : 

t  Castle  County — Peter  Hyatt,  Thomas  McDonough, 
tham. 

xt  County — The  Hon.  Thomas  Collins,  John  Baning, 

rex  County— William  Polk, 
id  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  J 
The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  membej 
On  motion,  by  order,  the  minutes  of  yesterc 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


E01 
The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  10  o*clo< 


Thursday,  [ 
The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  membei 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'd 


Friday,  A.  M. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  membej 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Ass 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  n 
to  the  General  Assembly,  from  his  Excellem 
accompanied  with  the  following  verbal  messa^ 
of  Assembly  to  the  Council  relative  thereto,  vii 
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Message  from  the  Assembly  to  the  Council. 


>use  of  Assembly  propose  to  your  honorable  body 
iference  of  both  Houses  be  held,  in  the  Council 
half  an  hour  hence,  in  order  to  receive  the  impor- 
gence  which  his  Excellency,  the  President,  in  his 
low  transmitted  to  you,  desires  to  communicate  per- 

A.  M." 

n,  by  order, 

ident's  Message  was  read,  and  is  in  the  following 

\  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

lately  received  from  a  committee  of  Congress  some 
intelligence  of  such  a  nature  that  I  do  not  think  my- 
:rty  to  communicate  it  except  it  be  personally. 

ore  desire  the  honor  of  a  conference  with  you  while 
after  the  houses  are  risen,  as  may  be  most  agreeable 


1782. 


JOHN  DICKINSON," 


il  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  being  con- 
following  answer  thereto  was  drawn  up  and  agreed 


icil  assent  to  the  proposal  contained  in  your  verbal 
d  will  be  ready  to  receive  your  honorable  House  at 
>ointed. 

..  M. 

That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
le,  and  also  return  the  President's  Message. 

ig,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
►rder. 

se  of  Assembly,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
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met  the  Council,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  for 
pressed  in  their  verbal  message. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Vandyke,  and 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  \ 

?uaint  him  that  the  two  Houses  are  now  me 
!hamber,  and  are  ready  to  confer  with  him  or 
ter  of  his  message. 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  tha 
on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  delive 
committed  to  them,  according  to  order,  whe 
was  pleased,  in  answer,  to  say  that  he  would  ■ 
eral  Assembly  immediately. 

The  President  attended  in  the  Council  Chaml 
ence  with  the  General  Assembly  and  communis 
important  intelligence  referred  to  in  hte  messag 
drew. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated,  and  the  Cou 
to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  MM 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  member 
except  Mr.  Polk. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Ass 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  mess 
cellency,  the  President,  to  the  General  Assembl 
1782,  accompanied  with  divers  acts  of  Congress, 
papers,  therein  referred  to. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  message 
severally  read,  and  the  said  message  is  m  these 

'  *  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

"His  most  Christian  majesty  has  given  $ 
"  proofs  of  his  friendship  for  the  United  States 
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manifested  such  a  sincere  esteem  for  us,  that  I  am  certain 
ill  learn,  with  all  the  pleasure  of  a  grateful  affection,  that 
shes  of  our  beloved  ally,  and  of  France,  have  been  grati- 
r  the  birth  of  a  dauphin. 

it  joy  on  this  occasion  must  be  enlivened  by  the  honest 
h  which  your  hearts  will  feel,  by  expressing,  in  the  pres- 
tation of  affairs,  an  inviolable  adherence  to  the  engage- 
of  your  alliance  and  a  just  veneration  for  national  faith. 

late  remarkable  change  in  the  British  ministry,  uniting  a 
lumber  of  active,  able  and  popular  men  in  the  same  ad- 
ration,  should  in  prudence  add  to  the  firmness  and  vigor 

councils  and  proceedings. 

enemies  ought  to  believe  that  our  sole  aim  in  this  just 
*cessary  war  is  a  safe  and  honorable  peace  ;  and  that  such 
:e,  in  our  unalterable  determination,  includes  indepen- 
and  concert  with  our  ally. 

re  is*  however,  too  much  reason  to  be  persuaded  that 
esent  ministers  mean  no  more  than  to  alter  their  plan  of 
cting  the  war,  excite  jealousies,  disgusts  and  divisions  be- 

the  powers  concerned  in  it,  and  while  they  afford  us  a 
rizing  relief  from  some  of  its  distresses,  bend  their  force 
t  our  friends,  and  at  last  return  to  the  accomplishment 

original  object — our  destruction. 

his  manner,  it  seems,  all  the  blessings  that  might  be  de- 
from  the  present  opportunity  are  to  be  sacrificed  to  the 
)ms  of  ambition  and  revenge. 

may,  by  this  renewed  persecution,  be  convinced  of  these 
tant  truths — that  our  past  calamities  ought  not  to  be  im- 
to  the  late  ministers,  but  that  every  party  in  the  kingdom 
tile,  and  the  people  in  general  filled  with  an  inveterate 
f  against  us. 

is,  every  pretension  to  the  esteem  or  confidence  of  Ame- 
eing  removed,  we  shall  receive  additional  evidence,  from 
ctended  and  deep  fixed  resentments  of  Great  Britain, 
rrance  is  our  natural  ally,  and  our  mutual  welfare  so  in- 
ly connected,  that  whatever  injures  one  nation  must,  in 
(sequences,  necessarily  affect  the  other. 
92 
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"  Gentlemen — The  Secretary  will  lay  before 
'gress  dated  January  8th  and  25th,  Febru* 
'May  the  27th— letters  from  the  Commande 
*  cember  the  19th,  January  the  22d,  March 
' 4th — from  the  Financier,  of  January  the  3d  i 
'  the  9th,  March  the  9th,  April  the  5th  and  & 
'Secretary  of  War,  of  April  the  9th — from 
4  Foreign  Affairs,  of  February  the  18th  and  1 
' 14th — one  from  General  Greene,  of  Februar 
'  other  from  General  Smallwood,  of  the  28th  0 

"From  the  information  contained  in  seven 
'you  will  perceive  the  indispensable  obligati 
'  us  of  drawing  forth,  from  the  resources  of  tt 
'adequate  supplies,  in  compliance  with  the  1 
'  while  justice  and  policy,  as  well  as  the  arts  ai 
'  enemies,  all  combine  to  demonstrate  that  ev< 
'  immediately  to  be  adopted  that  can  be  devis 
1 of  public  credit  In  order  to  lay  a  firm  fou 
'  operations,  I  hope  you  will  expedite  the  adju 
'  lie  accounts,  and  empower  and  authorize  the 
'  Congress  assembled,  to  make  a  final  settlem 
'  tions  to  be  borne  by  each  respective  State 
'  penses  of  the  war,  from  its  commencement  t< 
'  this  year.       • 

"  I  sincerely  share  with  you  in  the  high  pie; 
'  ceive  from  the  truly  honorable  testimony  gi 
'  guished  commander,  Generel  Greene,  to  the 
'  duct,  singular  merit,  and  important  services 
'  soldiers  of  our  line. 

"A  reinforcement  is  in  readiness  to  march 
'as  will  appear  from  the  report  which  I  \a\ 
'  Moore  to  make. 

' '  The  Secretary  will  communicate  to  you  s 
1  cerning  the  sale  of  the  vessel  lately  belonginj 
'  the  building  of  another,  together  with  some 
'  relating  to  the  protection  of  trade  in  the  Riv 

"As  I  judged  it  would  give  you  some  satis] 
'  the  accounts  of  this  State  with  the  United  J 
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rf  their  Treasury,  I  have  prepared  a  copy  of  them, 
;  herewith  sent. 

emen — As  an  attention  in  rulers  to  the  manners  of 
>ple  is  so  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  a  State,  it  is 
$at  regret  I  find  myself  compelled,  Sy  a  regard  for  my 
>  represent  to  you  that  some  further  provision  appears 
ry  for  preventing  those  gross  irregularities  at  places  of 
n,  now  become  so  frequent,  by  which  the  morals  and 
tances  of  many  individuals  are  injured,  and  the  wisest 
rthiest  persons  among  us,  whose  minds  are  impressed 
solemn  sense  of  the  distresses  in  which  our  country  is 
i,  are  deeply  afflicted. 

presume  you  will  not  choose  to  make  a  long  session  at 
son,  I  will  only  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  considera- 
ether  it  may  not  be  advisable  to  appoint  a  committee  for 
pose  of  collecting,  revising  and  amending  the  laws  prior 
[evolution,  and  preparing  an  appendix  to  contain  those 

obsolete,  but  under  whicn  the  right  to  property  has  been 
ned,  and  to  shew  when  they  were  made,  expired  or 
pealed,  with  such  other  observations  as  may  be  judged 
;  so  that  the  whole  work,  being  hereafter  subjected  to 
gment  and  correction  of  the  Legislature,  and  then  ap- 

might  form  a  complete  body  of  our  laws  to  that  period. 

"JOHN  DICKINSON." 
ned  till  10  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 


Monday,  June  17,  1782. 

>uncil  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
r.  Polk. 

ned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  Ji 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members 
except  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Polk. 

Mr.  Ridgely,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Ass* 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  pro 
House  of  Assembly  for  nominating  persons  to  su 
in  the  Common  Fleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  fc 
which,  by  order,  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is 

"In  the  House  of  A 
' '  Monday, 

4 'On  motion, 

"  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ridgely  wait  on  the  i 
"pose  to  them  that  both  Houses  meet  togetht 
"Chamber,  to-morrow  at  4  o'clock  in  the  aftt 
"  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for  to  supp 
"the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans1  Cou 
"of  Kent,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  John  C 
"Justice  of  the  said  Courts. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  '. 

1 '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grantham  return  the  sa 
of  Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Cou 
also  the  President's  Message  of  the  12th  instant 
acts  of  Congress,  letters,  and  other  papers,  a 
same. 

Mr.  Grantham,  being  returned,  reported  the 
ing  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


now  attended. 


ncil  and  House  of  Assembly,  agreeable  to  the  order 
,  met  in  the  Council  Chamber  for  the  purpose  of 
o  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for  to  supply 
r  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
!ourt  for  the  County  of  Kent,  occasioned  by  the  death 
irk,  Esq.,  late  Chief  Justice  of  said  Courts. 

to  the  nomination  it  was  ordered  that  Mr.  Peery, 
s,  and  Mr.  Grantham  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his 
,  the  President,  and  request  his  attendance  at  such 
,  if  he  think  proper. 

mittee  reported  that  they  had  waited  on  his  Excel- 
delivered  the  message  committed  to  them,  when  he 
i  to  say  that  he  would  wait  on  the  General  Assembly 

y- 

;ident  attended  in  the  General  Assembly.  Then  the 
roceeded  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  fill  the  said 
hose  names  were  taken  down  for  their  consideration. 

>n, 

That  the  General  Assembly  now  ballot  for  a  person 
une  out  of  the  persons  so  nominated, 

5  General  Assembly  proceeded  to  the  ballot,  and  the 
examined,  it  appeared  that  there  were  twenty-one 
•ror  of  Thomas  Collins,  Esquire,  who  was  accordingly 
be  duly  elected  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Drphans*  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent. 

s  President  withdrew,  and  the  two  Houses  separated. 

dyke,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
sd  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  of  the 
\ssembly  respecting  a  separate  treaty  of  peace  with 
in. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


734  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  O] 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  resolutions  w< 
time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clc 


Wednesday,  A.  MM  J1 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  member 
and  also  Mr.  Cook. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  re 
or  separate  treaty  for  peace  with  Great  Brita 
second  time,  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  \ 

''Delaware  Stai 
"In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Resolved  unanimously,  i.  That  the  Unite 
"gress  assembled,  have,  by  their  Confederal 
"exclusive  right  and  power  of  determining  01 
"  and  of  entering  into  treaties  and  alliances. 

"2.  That  the  honor  and  true  interests  of 
"require  an  inviolable  adherence  to  the  eng 
"treaty  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  an 

"3.     That  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  th; 
"  without  the  authority  of  the  said  States  in  Co 
"first  duly  had,  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  cc 
"or  truce  with  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  or 
"  to  be  considered  and  treated  as  enemies  of  th 

"  4.  That  the  whole  power  of  this  State  sh 
"enabling  Congress  to  carry  on  the  war  until  s 
"with  our  Federal  Union  and  national  faith  car 

"  Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  res< 
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ansmitted  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress, 
ruction  to  the  said  Delegates. 

by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"  SIMON  KOLLOCK,  Speaker, 
v  concurrence/ ' 

That  Mr.  Cook  return  the  foregoing  resolutions  to 
of  Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council 

k  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order, 
xi  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
ncil  met. 

mer,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
?d  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  addressed  from 
ry  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  his  Excellency,  the  President, 
14th,  1782,  announcing  the  birth  of  a  Dauphin  of 
aether  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
the  birth  of  a  Dauphin  of  France. 

mi,  by  order,  the  same  were  severally  read. 

il  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read  the  second  time, 
n,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  June  19,  1782. 

inister  of  France  having,  on  the  13th  day  of  May  last, 
:d  to  Congress  the  birth  of  a  Dauphin,  and  that  hon- 
dy  having,  by  their  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  com- 
d  advice  thereof  to  this  State, 

rf,  That  his  Excellency,  the  President,  be  desired  to 
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"give  such  directions  as  he  may  judge  propel 
"for  testifying  the  great  and  sincere  joy  oft 
"happy  event  so  interesting  to  his  most  Chris 
"to  France. 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
"  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  1 
CVk 


Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  letter  and  resolut 
in  by  the  Council,  be  returned,  by  Mr.  McDonou 
of  Assembly. 

Mr.  McDonough  reported  the  delivery  accord 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clo* 


Thursday,  A.  MM  Ju 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  issue  a  writ  direc 
Sheriff  of  Sussex  County  for  the  election  of  twi 
said  County,  to  fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  I 
William  Conwell  and  John  Polk,  Esquires. 

Which  was  accordingly  done. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodi 


The  Council  met 


Mr.  Carty,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assemb 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  to  prevent  th 
goods  or  chattels,  by  virtue  of  executions,  in  ce 
limited  time,  and  for  other  purposes  ;  which,  by 
the  first  time. 
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a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was 
d  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  the  aiding  and  more 
arrying  into  execution  certain  acts  of  Congress  of  the 
th  of  February,  1782,  delivered  therewith. 

n,  by  order,  the  same  was  read  the  first  time. 

d  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  June  21st,  1782. 

icil  met.    Present  the  same  members  a&  on  yesterday. 

ra,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Grantham, 
>resent  sitting  of  the  Council,  on  account  of  his  indis- 

n,  by  order, 

to  prevent  the  sales  of  lands,  goods  or  chattels  by 
ecutions,  &c,  was  read  the  second  time. 

n,  by  order, 

for  more  effectually  carrying  into  execution  certain 
gress  of  the  20th  and  27th  February  last  past,  was 
:ond  time. 

d  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
icil  met 

>n,  by  order,  the  bill  for  more  effectually  carrying 
mi  certain  acts  of  Congress  of  the  20th  and  27th  reb- 
,  was  read  a  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  passed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


738  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  O 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  same 
Assembly  ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  a< 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assem 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  R< 
soldier  in  the  Delaware  Regiment,  for  his  disch 
lution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded  then 

Mr.  Grantham  presented  his  account  for  hi 
and  mileage,  amounting  to  ^12  :  14  :  o;  which 
an  order  was  drawn  for  the  payment  of  the  sair 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  of  Robert  Timmons,  and  the  res 
bly,  founded  thereon,  were  severally  read  the  fi 

By  special  order,  the  said  resolution  was  reac 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Kirk  wood  be  reques 
Council  and  give  information  to  them  concern  i 
of  the  said  Robert  Timmons. 

Capt.  Kirkwood  attended  the  Council  and  in 
cerning  the  enlistment  of  the  said  Robert  Timi 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  and  resol 
further  consideration  until  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  8  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  A.  M. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  member 
except  Mr.  Grantham. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  sales  of  lands,  good* 
was  read  a  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  ar 
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I  agreed  to,  viz :  To  add  the  word  [lands]  between 
ich]  and  the  word  [goods],  in  first  page  and  twelfth 


That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  said  bill  and  amendment 
1  of  Assembly. 

being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
rder. 

i,  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the 
ssembly  for  discharging  Robert  Timmons,  was  re- 
the  same  was  disagreed  to  by  the  Council. 

-,  a  member  of  the  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
the  Chair  sundry  accounts  of  purchases  made  by 
>y  and  McClay  for  the  Delaware  State,  accompanied 
ution  for  the  payment  of  ^703  :  17  :  1  to  William 
Henry  Darby. 

i,  by  order,  the  same  were  read. 

.  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read  a  second  time, 
,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Friday,  P.  M.,  June  21,  1782. 
on, 

,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order 
te  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  three 
renteen  shillings  and  one  penny  in  favor  of  William 
&q.t  and  Henry  Darby,  to  enable  them  to  discharge 
acts  for  supplies  of  provisions  and  forage  furnished 
y  under  General  Washington,  agreeable  to  the  reso- 
the  General  Assembly  for  that  purpose,  dated  the 
9th  of  October  last. 

from  the  minutes, 
concurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CVk  of  Assembly." 


lyton,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
te  Chair  the  bill  to  prevent  the  sales  of  lands,  &c, 
amended,  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Assem- 
•  with  the  bill  for  aiding  and  more  effectually  carrying 
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into  execution  certain  acts  of  Congress,  &c,  al 
Speakef ;  a  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  5 
the  following  notification  of  their  intention  to  ad 

"In  the  House  01 
"Saturday, 

11  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clayton  wait  on  the  Co 
"  them  that  this  House  intend  to  adjourn  the  pi 
"  day  to  some  future  time. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk 

The  foregoing  bills,  being  read  and  compared 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker ;  which  was  according 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  t 
was  read,  concurred  in,  and  follows  in  these  woi 

"In  the  House  of  a 
"  Saturday, 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Comman 
"  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  following  la 

i.  "An  act  for  aiding  and  more  effectually  c 
cution  certain  acts  of  Congress  of  the  twentieth 
£nth  days  of  February  last  past ;" 

2.  "An  act  to  prevent  the  sales  of  lands,  goo 
virtue  of  executions,  in  certain  cases,  for  a  hmi 
other  purposes." 

"Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS, 

4 '  Sent  for  concurrence.  Ct*k 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  the  House  of  A* 
mitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  memorial 
Tilton,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
bly  on  the  memorials  of  Capt  James  Moore  ar 
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ion  of  Genethan  Harney,  and  a  resolution  of  Assem- 
ig  Doctors  Tilton  and  Latimer. 

1,  by  order,  the  same  were  severally  read. 

order,  the  resolution  respecting  Doctors  Tilton  and 
t  read  a  second  time,  concurred  in,  and  follows  in 
viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

14  Saturday,  June  22,  1782. 

>use  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  upon 
ial  of  Doctor  Jam^s  Tilton,  &c,  and  thereupon 

ft  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order 
te  Treasurer  in  favor  of  the  said  James  Tilton  for  one 
nd  fifty  pounds,  on  account  of  his  pay  since  the  ist 
780;  and  a  similar  order  in  favor  of  Doctor  Henry 
r  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  on  account  of  his 
the  time  aforesaid. 


from  the  minutes. 

concurrence. 

1  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
Cl'k  of  Assembly." 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
cil  met. 

That  the  befpre  mentioned  bills,  respectively  signed 
ker  of  the  Council,  and  the  resolution  of  Assembly 
;he  Great  Seal  thereto,  concurred  in  by  the  Council, 
by  Mr.  Cook,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  together 
:ounts  for  purchases  made  by  Messrs.  McClay  and 
the  resolution  founded  thereon  concurred  in  by  the 
i  memorial  of  Doctor  James  Tilton,  &c,  the  report 
le  of  Assembly  thereon,  and  the  resolution  of  that 
icting  Doctors  Tilton  and  Latimer. 

reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 
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Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Ass< 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  re 
tors  of  the  Pay  Accounts  of  the  Officers,  &c, 
Regiment,  together  with  a  resolution  of  the  H< 
for  the  payment  of  the  said  auditors,  and  a  resol 
ing  seamen  to  navigate  the  State  schooner. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Pay  Accour 
&c,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assemb 
on,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  resolution  was  re 
and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  :  * 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  employing  seamen  to  m 
schooner,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second 
in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  :  * 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  return  the  said  repoi 
&c,  and  the  two  foregoing  resolutions,  with  th 
the  Council  thereto  respectively,  to  the  House  c 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  ha 
House  of  Assembly  with  the  same,  according  tc 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the 
per  diem  wages  and  mileage  of  their  Members  ai 
m  for  the  service  of  the  State  during  the  present 
following  were  allowed,  viz  : 

To  Isaac  Grantham,  Esq.,  for  12  days'  attendant 
the  Council,  at  17s.  6d.  per  day,  and  mileag 
6d.  per  mile, 

To  Hon.  Thos.  Collins,  Esq.,  Speaker,  for  15  \ 
attendance,  at  22s.  6d.  per  day,  and  mileag 
is.  per  mile, , 

Carried  forward, 

*  These  resolutions  are  not  recorded. 
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ugkt  over, £  Z°    26 

fatt,  Esq.,  for  16 days1  attendance,  at  17s. 

day,  and  mileage,  at  6d.  per  mile,   ...        15  10  o 

McDonough,  Esq.,  for  15  days'  attend- 

:  do.,  and  mileage,  at  do., 14  11  6 

Polk,  Esq.,  for  13  days'  attendance  and 

,  at  do., 12    4  6 

ing,  Esq.,  for  13  days'  attendance,  at  do.,        11     26 
>k,  Esq.,  for  16  days'  attendance,  at  do.,        14  12  o 
1  -Vining,  Esq.,  for  13  days'  attendance 
c,  &c, 15     1  3 

^"3    4  3 

That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  State  Treasurer 
[lent  of  the  above  mentioned  sums. 

is  accordingly  done. 

ilso,  That  the  Speaker  sign  a  joint  order  in  favor  of 
pson  for  ;£6  :  o  :  o;  another  in  favor  of  Ann  Westly 
o;  ditto  in  favor  of  Rachel  Bullen  for  ^13  15:0;  do. 
tfary  Lewis  for  £9  :  15  :  o — £$S  :  o  :  o. 

is  accordingly  done. 

Council  adjourned  to  the  20th  day  of  October  next. 
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ES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

NCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


REGULAR  SESSION,  OCTOBER,  1782. 


lutes  of  this  session,  which  was  held  at  Dover,  com- 
)ctober  1st,  and  adjourned  November  1st,  until  Janu- 
83,  are  lost,  but  the  following  documents  submitted, 
dons,  &c,  passed,  are  preserved,  to  wit : 

E  OF  HIS  EXCELLENCY,  JOHN  DICKINSON, 
PRESIDENT. 

m  of  the  General  Assembly : 

\  very  sincere  pleasure  in  advising  you,  that  their  High 
esses  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  have 
idged  and  received  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
Itates  in  that  quality,  an  event  likely  to  be  immediately 
d  by  treaties  of  alliance  and  commerce  greatly  bene- 
ath nations. 

ecretary  will  lay  before  you  letters  from  the  President 
ress,  of  the  19th  and  24th  of  June,  and  the  20th  of 
>m  the  Commander  in  Chief,  of  the  28th  of  May — from 
ncier,  of  the  9th,  29th  and  30th  of  July,  the  15th,  17th 
1  of  August,  the  1 2th  and  20th  of  September,  and  the 
ctober — from  the  Secretary  at  War,  of  the  8th  of  July, 
f  August,  and  the  15th  of  October — from  the  Secretary 
gn  Affairs,  of  the  2d  of  May,  and  the  12th  and  15th  of 
er — from  Governor  Clinton,  of  the  4th  of  August — 
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'  from  General  Gist,  of  the  5th  of  June — and 

*  manding  Officer  of  our  Troops  in  the  Southc 

*  8th  of  July,  and  the  10th  of  August. 

"  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you,  Gentlemen,  to  sev< 
1  gress  communicated  in  former  Messages,  to  1 
1  to  your  attention  at  the  present  Sessions,  and 

*  an  early  as  well  as  a  pointed  compliance  of  th< 
c  tures  with  the  determinations  of  that  National 
'  lutely  necessary  for  establishing  a  system  of  re 

*  cacy  in  the  affairs  and  for  maintaining  the  hon 
'  States. 

4 '  You  will  perceive  by  a  resolution  of  the  He 
c  and  the  Council  of  New  Jersey,  of  the  24th  oi 
1  missioners  are  appointed  for  settling  and  est 

*  of  jurisdiction  between  that  State,  Pennsylvan; 

*  Commissioners  are  also  appointed  by  the  State 
1  and  such  a  measure  seems  proper  to  be  takei 
1  settling  the  line  of  the  jurisdiction  in  the  Bay 
'ware. 

"  Upon  considering,  after  your  last  recess,  soi 

*  that  had  lately  occurred,  I  judged  it  expedie 
'Commander-in-Chief  before  I   should  give  < 

*  ance  of  your  resolutions,  for  the  march  of  the 
'  diers  then  in  the  State  to  the  southward.  Ii 
'  his  answer,  and  of  the  second  letter  above  me 

*  Secretary  at  War,  orders  were  issued  for  theu 
'  delphia,  which  have  been  executed,  as  will  aj 
'  Moore's  letter  of  the  7th  of  August. 

"As  it  appeared  to  me  my  indispensable  < 
4  that  our  militia  should  be  placed  on  the  most 
'ing,  I  have  constantly  and  diligently  applied 
'  great  point.  Returns  have  been  required  of  tl 
1  and  of  the  arms  both  public  and  private  til  fo 
'  County.  These  are  now  presented  to  you ; 
'  you  will  observe,  how  necessary  it  is,  that  inu 
1  should  be  made  for  procuring  further  supplies 
'  It  is  much  to  be  wished,  that  the  General  Assi 
'devise  means  for  establishing  an  Artillery  ( 
'competent  number  of  field-pieces,  in  each  Cou 
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;  lately  reviewed  every  Regiment  in  the  State,  except 
th,  and  have  been  generally  pleased  with  the  appear- 
behavior  of  the  officers  and  privates  on  this  occasion, 
ticularly  of  Colonel  Duff's,  Colonel  Hall's,  Colonel 
ind  Colonel  Polk's  Regiments. 

justment  of  all  public  accounts  is  a  business  of  such 
that  it  ought  to  be  made  with  dispatch,  and  published 
satisfaction  of  our  constituents,  and  an  officer  of  skill 
grity  should  be  appointed  to  keep  them  in  perfect  or- 
:he  future,  so  that  the  General  Assembly  and  Execu- 
easily  and  without  loss  of  time  know  the  state  of  our 
and  avoid  errors  and  difficulties  in  transactions  relat- 
em.  The  propriety  and  advantage  of  such  a  measure 
lanifest  to  need  any  arguments  for  enforcing  its  adop- 

of  our  tides  to  lands  depend  upon  records  in  Pennsyl- 
Iranscripts  from  them  should  be  obtained,  and  duly 
i  in  some  of  our  offices.  It  may  not  be  improper, 
>mmittee  should  be  empowered  to  inquire  and  report 
the  records  in  general  are  safely  and  properly  kept. 

aws  require  very  considerable  amendments  to  be  made, 
anting  substantial  justice  being  defeated  or  delayed  by 
sary  and  injurious  forms ;  for  ascertaining  with  preci- 
Statutes  prior  to  the  Revolution  that  are  to  be  regarded 
Df  our  jurisprudence;  for  securing  the  inestimable  bene- 
le  writ  of  habeas  corpus ;  and  for  fixing  the  trial  by 
such  a  solid  basis  as  will  guard  as  much  as  possible 
ts  being  shaken  by  the  dresSful  efforts  of  party  rage — 
lind  and  destructive  power,  from  which  we  are  now  so 
free,  should  in  times  to  come  attempt  to  pull  down  the 
1  our  Courts,  for  supporting  which  the  precious  blood 
*ave  fellow  citizens  has  been  so  nobly  offered  and  liber- 
ed  out.  Regulations  of  this  sort  will  be  among  the  best 
ices  we  can  leave  to  our  posterity. 

er  amendment  humanity  compels  me  to  propose,  that 
manumitting  healthy  slaves,  not  advanced  in  years, 
lot  be  obliged  to  give  security  for  their  maintenance, 
:  slaves  should  not  be  sent  upon  sale  or  otherwise  to 
istant  from  their  usual  residence,    by  which  means 
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4  affectionate  and  near  relations  are  cruelly  se 
1  another,  and  the  remainder  of  their  lives  extn 
4  The  Legislatures  of  several  neighbouring  Si 
1  deep  sense  of  the  divine  favors  to  them  in  tht 
'own  freedom,  and  by  an  enlightened  con 
4  lately  passed  laws  for  alleviating  the  afflictioi 
4  and  too  often  abused  part  of  their  fellow  creat 
4  the  warmest  hopes  that  the  Legislature  of  th 
4  late  the  most  generous  and  wise  examples  of  I 


4  4  Dover,  October  29,  1782." 


"JOHN 


RESOLUTION  IN  RELATION  TO  A  DAY 
THANKSGIVING. 

Resolved^  That  his  Excellency  the  Presidem 
appoint  and  proclaim  that  Thursday,  the  28th 
next,  be  observed  throughout  this  State  as 
thanksgiving  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  th< 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  of  th 
instant. 


MESSAGE  OF  HIS  EXCELLENCY,  JOH1 
PRESIDENT. 

%i  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

"The  Secretary  will  present  to  you  a  letter  i 
"of  France,  of  the  14th,  and  another  from  Mi 
44  of  the  1 8th  of  this  month. 

44  Such  a  recommendation,  I  doubt  not,  will  I 
44  and  it  seems,  from  all  circumstances  which  1 
44  knowledge,  that  policy  and  humanity  may  b 
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ting  the  recent  services  of  the  offender  as  an  atone- 
his  former  misconduct. 

re  of  the  enemy  being  lately  cast  on  shore  near  Lewes- 
is  seized,  with  her  arms,  tackle  and  apparel,  and  the 
re  made  prisoners  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
i  the  neighborhood.  Several  young  men,  who  were 
;d  in  the  seizure,  have  informed  me,  that  if  the  State 
e  pleased  to  give  up  the  public  share  of  the  prize  to 
ey  would  fit  her  out  at  their  own  expense  as  an  armed 
r  assisting  to  protect  the  navigation  of  the  Bay.  It 
1  to  me  a  proposal  deserving  to  be  communicated  to 
lave  seen  and  examined  the  boat.  She  is  of  very  little 
id  I  am  persuaded  cannot  possibly  be  applied  to  any 
»  so  properly,  as  in  the  desired  encouragement  of  the 
ive  mentioned.     A  list  of  their  names  is  enclosed. 

message  of  the  19th  of  last  January  I  recommended  the 
1  law  '  For  better  securing  and  escorting  prisoners  of 
deserters  ;'  and  I  now  think  it  my  duty  to  repeat  my 
m  on  that  head.  For  want  of  due  regulations,  a  very 
able  share  of  public  service  is  imposed  on  the  Militia 
parts  of  Sussex  County ;  and  not  unfrequently,  after 
re  performed  such  service  in  a  manner  much  to  their 
risoners  make  their  escape. 

Millis,  lately  keeper  of  the  goal  in  this  town,  last  week 
ed  ten  prisoners  of  war  brought  up  from  Lewes-Town 
mitted  to  his  custody,  under  pretence  that  no  provi- 
made  for  their  support.  Six  of  them  were  quickly  re- 
r  the  spirited  and  zealous  activity  of  the  Sheriff  and 
labitants  of  this  County.  Afterwards  two  of  them  es- 
ain.  Similar  instances  have  happened  too  often.  If  it 
iered  that  every  one  of  these  prisoners,  if  detained  for 
»,  might  have  restored  to  his  country,  his  family  and 
iome  worthy  fellow  citizen  now  languishing  in  captiv- 
1  sure,  you,  gendemen,  will  feel  the  proper  sentiments 
nstances  so  injurious  to  our  unhappy  countrymen,  and 
utable  to  the  State. 


,  October  30,  1782." 


"JOHN  DICKINSON. 


esaid  two  letters  from  the  Minister  of  France  and  the 
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Honorable  Robert  Morris,  soliciting  a  pardor 
were  also  read,  reciting  that  the  said  Luke  S 
inhabitant  of  Lewes-Town,  having  fled  to  the 
in  the  capacity  of  a  pilot  on  board  of  one  of  t 
was  captured  by  his  most  Christian  majesty' 
and  has  rendered  very  essential  services  on  1 
commending  that  such  services  be  admitted  a 
his  former  misconduct,  in  adhering  to  the  ener 
— Extract  from  Journal  of  the  House  of  Asset* 


RESOLUTION  IN   RELATION  TO  THE 
TROOPS  IN  THE  SERVICE  0 
UNITED  STATES. 

Whereas  Congress,  on  the  first  of  this  ir 
resolve,  "  That  no  monies  paid  by  any  of  the 
"  cers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United 
"the  year  1782,  be  considered  as  advanced  in 
"ted  States,  and  that  the  same  be  not  credit< 
"which  the  advance  shall  have  been  made  ;" 
to  comply  with  the  economical  views  of  Congi 
to  this  State, 

Resolved,  That  this  State  will  not  in  future  a 
clothing,  or  other  necessaries,  as  pay,  to  an] 
soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

And  Whereas  the  General  Assembly  ha 
articles  of  clothing  and  sums  of  money  to  b 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Delaware  Regime 
tal  Army,  in  order  to  relieve  their  distress,  a 
discharge  their  duty  to  the  Continent ;  and  1 
divers  quantities  of  forage,  provision  and  fctl 
use  of  the  army  of  the  United  States ;  therefo 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Treasurer  forthwit 
account  of  all  monies  advanced  by  him  to  the  ( 
ware  Regiment,  and  of  all  clothing  and  other  n 
for  them  by  this  State,  and  of  all  supplies  of  ^ 
have  been  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  Contin 
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have  been  made  on  him,  by  order  of  the  Commander 
)f  the  State,  or  the  General  Assembly  ;  and  that  he 
opies  thereof  immediately  to  the  General  Assembly  and 
master-General,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  entered 
>  against  the  officers  and  troops  so  paid  and  supplied 
d  as  a  credit  to  this  State  with  the  United  States,  out 
;ent  tax. 

i>  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  dele- 
lis  State  in  Congress,  as  an  instruction  to  them  to  urge 
ss  the  propriety  of  crediting  the  State  with  the  monies 
Ivanced  for  the  aforesaid  purposes ;  and  that  they  use 
>st  endeavors  to  have  such  credit  given  without  delay. 


TION   IN   RELATION  TO  APPOINTMENT  QF 
1ISSIONERS   TO   SETTLE   ACCOUNTS   OF 
IS  STATE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

:as  the  nomination  of  William  Winder,  Jr.,  a  commis- 
the  purpose  of  settling  and  adjusting  the  accounts  be- 
Delaware  State  and  the  United  States,  and  for  liquida- 
settling  in  specie  value  all  certificates  given  by  public 

individuals  in  this  State,  and  other  claims  by  individ- 
st  the  United  States,  according  to  the  form  and  effect 

of  Congress  of  the  20th  of  February  1782,  has  been 
unced;  therefore, 

f,  That  the  nomination  aforesaid  of  William  Winder, 
i  hereby  is  recognized  and  approved. 

J,  That  an  attested  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  de- 
his  Excellency  the  President  of  this  State,  in  order  that 
>e  transmitted  to  the  Superintendent  of  Finance. 
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RESOLUTION   IN   RELATION   TO   BA1 
BAYNUM,  INDICTED  FOR  HIGH  1 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  the  C 
that  a  certain  Bartholomew  Baynum,  of  the  C 
who  stands  indicted  for  high  treason,  hath  refi 
himself  and  abide  his  legal  trial ;  and  is  jjoing 
County  in  an  armed  and  hostile  manner,  in  ope 
Laws  of  this  State,  to  the  injury  of  the  State  and 
of  others  ;  in  order,  therefore,  that  he  may  be 
brought  to  justice, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  a: 
issue  his  proclamation,  offering  a  reward  of  fil 
person  or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  and  sec 
tholomew  Baynum  in  the  public  goal  of  the  Coi 

Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  reward  be  paid 
of  Sussex  County,  on  the  certificate  of  the  Sher 
hath  received  the  aforesaid  Bartholomew  Bayn 
of  the  same  County,  which  sum  shall  be  allc 
Treasurer  on  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  wit 
surer. 


RESOLUTION   FOR  APPOINTMENT   O: 
SIONER  TO  SETTLE  ACCOUNTS 
STATE  WITH  THE  UNITED  SI 

Whereas  the  nomination  of  William  Winde 
sioner  for  settling  and  adjusting  the  accounts  < 
the  United  States,  agreeable  to  the  directions  c 
eress  of  the  20th  of  r  ebruary  last,  hath  been 
General  Assembly ;  and  it  is  necessary  that 
nominated  and  appointed,  on  the  part  of  this 
and  lay  the  said  accounts  before  trie  said  com 
fore 

Resolved,  That  William  Peery,   Esq.,   be  ai 
pointed  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
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/,  That  the  General  Assembly  will  defray  the  expense 
>e  incurred  by  the  said  William  Peery  in  the  discharge 
ness  aforesaid. 


TION   IN   RELATION  TO  THE  ASCERTAIN- 
;nt  OF  THE  LOSS  OF  PROPERTY,  &c, 
BY  CITIZENS  OF  THIS  STATE 
DURING  THE  WAR. 

as  Congress  have  requested,  #that  each  of  the  States 
speedily  as  possible,  authentic  accounts  of  the  slaves 
property  which  have  been  carried  off  or  destroyed  by 
,  in  the  course  of  the  present  war  ;  therefore 

/,  That  the  County  Treasurers  respectively  be  and 
lereby  empowered  and  directed  to  issue  their  orders 
Hectors,  to  put  up  three  or  more  advertisements,  in 
public  places  in  each  Hundred,  directing  those  persons 
res  have  been  carried  away,  or  other  property  taken  or 
by  the  enemy,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
ike  and  return,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  an  exact  and 
nt  and  estimate  thereof,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge, 
lector  of  the  Hundred  such  person  resides  in,  who  shall 
le  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  his  County. 

e  said  Treasurer,  on  receipt  of  the  said  accounts  and 
shall  state  the  same  in  a  fair  account,  distinguishing 
ty  taken  in  each  Hundred,  and  return  the  same  to  the 
ssembly  at  their  next  meeting. 

5  Levy  Court  of  each  County  make  an  adequate  allow  - 
e  Treasurer  and*  Collectors  of  such  County  for  their 
ce  of  the  duties  hereinbefore  enjoined  them. 
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eting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  Kent 
r  adjournment,  on  Monday,  the  6th  day  of  January, 
3,  a  quorum  of  the  members  to  form  an  House  not 
the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  till  Saturday, 
stant. 


Saturday,  P.  M.,  January  nth,  1783. 
wing  members  attended,  viz  : 
1  Castle  County — Thomas  McDonough. 
it  County— The  Hon.  John  Cook,   Richard  Bassett, 

sex  County — 

Read,  Esquire,  a  member  of  the  Council  chosen  for 
r  of  New  Castle,  on  the  first  day  of  October  last,  in 
f  Peter  Hyatt,  Esquire,  whose  seat  became  vacant  by 
ppeared  in  the  Council,  and  took  the  oath  and  sub- 
\  declaration  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article 
istitution  of  this  State,  and  then  took  his  seat.     [.Sir* 

sd  to  Monday  at  n  o'clock. 
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Monday,  P.  M.,  Jan 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  memb 
and  also  Mr.  Grantham. 

Mr.  Read,  at  his  seat,  made  his  excuse  for 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  in  October  last 
ted. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  Council  a  letfc 
Vice-President  of  this  State,  of  the  6th  instant, 
ton.  Esquire,  one  of  the  Delegates  of  this  : 
inclosing  sundry  extracts  from  the  Journals 
Sept.  14  to  Oct.  29,  1782,  together  with  se\ 
that  honorable  body  ;  which,  by  order,  were  * 

Adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  J 
The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  memb 

Mr.  Carty,  a  member  of  the  House  of  A; 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  let 
phia,  Nov.  4,  1782,  addressed  by  the  Preside 
of  the  Council,  together  with  a  message  fron 
the  General  Assembly,  dated  Jan.  u,  17S3,  i 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  committee' 
message. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  Message  of  the  nth  instar 
the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  were  severally 
message  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly : 

"Since  the  last  recess  of  the  General  Assi 
"elected  President  of  the  Supreme  Executii 
"sylvania  ;  and  the  duties  of  that  office  requ 
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was  prevented  from  removing  to  Wilmington,  after  I 
my  house  in  that  place  prepared,  at  a  considerable 
for  the  reception  of  my  family. 

:e  immediately  to  the  Honorable  the  Speaker  of  the 
ve  Council,  requesting  him  to  take  the  administration 
1,  according  to  the  Constitution,  and  to  the  Secretary 
r  to  him  the  Great  Seal. 

General  Assembly  will,  I  hope,  approve  of  my  engag- 
e  employment  that  has  been  mentioned,  in  a  sister  and 
*  State — the  true  interests  of  both  being,  by  situation 
riety  of  circumstances,  so  intimately  connected — espe- 
en  they  consider  haw  earnestly  I  entreated  to  be  excus- 
accepting  the  Presidency  here — that  I  have  faithfully 
le  best  of  my  abilities  served  a  year — and  that  I  could 
I  accepting  the  Presidency  lately  conferred  upon  me, 
involving  myself  in  circumstances  exceedingly  disa- 

do  myself  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  you,  gentlemen, 
1  you  of  this  event,  and  to  acauaint  you,  that  I  am 
resign  the  dignity  I  hold  in  tnis  Republic,  in  such 
is  you  shall  judge  proper.  But  permit  me  to  add  that 
tion  and  gratitude  to  uie  State  I  never  will  resign  but 
life. 

Drds  are  unable  to  do  justice  to  my  sentiments  on  this 
I  cannot  but  remember  that  I  have  transacted  a 
ity  of  business  with  most  of  you  for  several  years, 
lies  of  distress,  and  have  never  had  the  least  personal 
s  with  any  one  of  you.  I  cannot  but  remember  the 
s  and  kindness  with  which,  in  your  public  and  private 
5,  you  have  constantly  treated  me. 

;ased,  gendemen,  to  receive  the  warmest  thanks  my 
1  feel  for  these  instances  of  your  goodness  ;  and  allow 
ust  that  you  will  continue  to  me  the  share  of  your 
/hich  has  been  and  will  always  be  so  great  a  part  of 
iness. 

Divine  Providence  may  protect  and  bless  you,  gentle- 
[  that  this  State  may  flourish  and  abound  with  pros- 
ill  time  shall  be  no  more,  is  my  fervent  prayer. 

"JOHN  DICKINSON. 
,  January  11,  1783.' ' 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assemb 
mittee's  report  on  the  President's  Message  < 
were  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  the  Hous< 
tending,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Accoui 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resoh 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  secoi 
in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Ai 
"Tuesday,  A,  M 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Thomas  Kean,  ] 
11  Nathaniel  Waples  be  a  Committee  of  Publii 
"part  of  this  House,  and  that  Mr.  Polk  wait  c 
"a  copy  of  this  resolution,  and  propose  to  the 
"  of  a  committee  of  their  body  to  join  with  th 
"  House  in  the  business  aforesaid. 

"J AS.  BOOTH,  Cr 

And  thereupon,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  John  Baning  and 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  join  ' 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  business  abo 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eo 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-mor 
o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  January  15th,  1783. 

incil  met  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
[r.  Joshua  Polk. 

',  That  Mr.  Grantham  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
ion  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Accounts, 
incurrence  and  appointment  of  the  Council  thereto. 
3ame  member  also  return  to  that  House  the  several 
a  the  Financier,  with  their  inclosures,  which  were  de- 
the  Council  from  the  Assembly  previous  to  the  late 
nt. 

ion  of  Mr.  Read,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
d  bring  in  a  bill  for  methodizing  the  public  accounts, 
e  more  effectual  settlement  of  the  same,  the  same  was 

pon  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett,  and  Mr.  McDonough  are 
a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

ed  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

incil  met. 

ntham  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  com- 
lim,  according  to  order. 

ed  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Thursday,  . 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  memb 
and  also  Mr.  William  Polk. 

Several  of  the  members  attending  on  comi 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  _ 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  memb 

Several  of  the  members  attending  on  com] 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  _ 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  memb 
except  Mr.  Joshua  Polk. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M, 


E< 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  Mon 
o'clock. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1 783. 


765 


Monday,  P.  M.,  January  20th,  1783. 
incil  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday. 

les,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
ted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  message,  dated  Jan- 
1783,  from  the  President  to  the  General  Assembly, 
vith  a  message,  of  the  same  instant,  from  the  Vice- 
to  the  General  Assembly,  inclosing  one  letter  from  the 
for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  23d  of  December  last ;  one 
\ssistant  Secretary  of  War  of  the  3d  instant,  and  two 
7inancier  of  the  21st  and  23d  of  October  last ;  besides 
ers  and  papers  containing  intelligence  of  a  public  na- 
dso  another  message  from  the  same  of  the  17th  inst. 

ne  member  also  delivered  a  letter  of  the  8th  instant, 
by  Captain  McKennan  to  the  President  of  this  State, 
the  arrival  of  the  Delaware  troops  from  the  South- 
with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded 


ne  member  also  delivered  certain  resolutions  of  the 
Assembly  respecting  the  State  schooner. 

ne  member  also  delivered  an  account  from  Thomas 
printer,  for  printing  done  for  this  State,  amounting  to 
3,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the 
>f  the  same,  and  a  blank  order  on  the  State  Treasurer, 
>ve  sum,  in  favor  of  James  Booth,  Esq. ,  to  enable  him 
*e  the  said  account. 

ne  member  also  delivered  an  account  from  Samuel 
q.,  late  High  Sheriff  of  New  Casde  County,  for  services 
minting  to  £j  :  10,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
for  the  payment  of  the  same,  and  a  blank  order  on  the 
isurer  for  that  purpose. 

ted  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Tuesday,  A.  MM 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  membe 
and  also  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  and  Mr.  Collins. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  Message  of  the  13th  instant 
follows,  viz : 

* '  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

"  I  omitted  mentioning  in  my  last  address 
"advanced  money  and  incurred  debts  to  a  co 
"for  the  use  of  the  State.     I  make  no  doubt 
"be  taken  that  these  shall  be  soon  discharged 

"Dover,  January  13th,  1783.  JOHN 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  message  from  the  Vice-President,  of  t 
read,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz  : 

* '  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly ; 

"In  the  absence  of  the  President  from  th 
"his  request,  signified  to  me  by  a  letter  datt 
"the  4th  of  November  last,  I  assumed  the  ac 
"government,  agreeable  to  the  Constitution 
"your  adjournment  of  the  last  sessions,  and  ', 
"same  during  your  late  recess,  with  every  em 
"  the  important  trust  thus  devolved  upon  me, 
"fidelity. 

"The  trade  of  this  State  on  the  Bay  and  1 
"the  time  I  entered  upon  the  administration, 
"  every  possible  exertion  for  its  protection,  an 
"of  our  funds  prevented  the  equipment  of  t) 
"for  that  purpose.  I  therefore  judged  it  m< 
"out  the  said  vessel,  if  practicable,  in  concert 
"  Pennsylvania,  whose  interests  are  equally  a 
"my.  Accordingly,  with  the  concurrence  c 
"of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  on  the  13th 
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Instructions  to  Charles  Pope,  Esq.,  commander  of  the 
oner,  to  contract  with  the  Marine  Commissioner  of 
inia,  for  transferring  to  that  State,  by  way  of  sale,  a 
le  said  vessel,  and  generally  to  concur  with  them  in 
such  measures  as  might  be  requisite  for  her  speedy 
it  for  the  protection  ofthe  trade.  The  Secretary  will 
a  you  a  duplicate  of  these  instructions,  and  the  cor- 
ice  between  the  said  commissioners  and  Charles  Pope, 
you  will  perceive  that  he  has  been  unable  to  effectu- 
easures  recommended  to  him. 

tate  having  incurred  a  considerable  debt  in  building 
ng  the  said  vessel,  and  our  funds  at  this  time  being 
le  to  her  present  equipment  and  regular  maintenance, 
ive  to  suggest  it,  as  expedient,  that  application  be 
the  State  of  New  Jersey  to  employ  the  said  vessel 
th  this  State  for  the  protection  of  tne  trade  of  both, 
similarly  circumstanced  and  equally  exposed.  If  this 
is  unattainable,  or  does  not  meet  with  the  approba- 
e  General  Assembly,  I  think  it  would  redound  to  the 
f  the  State  that  she  should  be  sold. 

directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  you  the  following 
ne  from  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  23d 
iber  last — one  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  at  War, 
instant — and  two  from  the  Financier,  of  the  21st  and 
:tober  last. 

requisitions  of  Congress,  inclosed  in  the  letters  from 
icier,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  your  honors  will  pay 
tion  which  their  importance  require  ;  and  I  beg  leave 
mend  to  you  that  a  distinction  and  appropriation  of 
c  taxes,  which  Congress  have  strongly  urged  for  ob- 
1  cogent  reasons,  be  made. 

scretary  will  also  lay  before  you  divers  letters  and 
ntaining  intelligence  of  a  public  nature,  which  I  have 
n  the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly. 

"JOHN  COOK,  Vice-President. 

January  13,  1783." 

>n,  by  order, 
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The  Vice-President's  Message  of  the  I7t 
read,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  ; 

"I  last  evening  received  intelligence  from 

commanding  that  part  of  the  Delaware  Re 

been  doing  duty  in  the  Southern  Army,  tha 

to  this  State  and  may  be  expected  by  the 

Lieutenant  Hyatt  has  been  sent  forward  wi 

and  to  assist  in  making-  preparation  for  the 

troops.     As  I  am  not  informed  from  any  pi 

they  are  destined  for  any  service  immediate 

sary  that  provision  and  quarters  should  be 

them  forthwith,  and  therefore  I  recommer 

you.     The  Secretary  will  lay  Capt.  McKer 

you,  and  should  the  General  Assembly  wii 

r  formed  of  the  numbers  and  conditions  of  th 

1  Lieut.  Hyatt  will  attend  them.     As  the  oth< 

ware  Regiment  is  quartered  in  the  City 

1  think  it  right  to  transmit  the  account  of  th 

'  under  Capt.  McKennan  to  the  Secretary  at ' 

'  Delegates  in  Congress,  that  I  may  certai 

1  quarters  for  the  winter  or  only  temporary 

1  provided  for  them  in  this  State  ;  but  of  this 

glad  to  know  the  sense  of  the  General  Asse 

1  'JOHN  COO* 

"Dover,  January  17th,  1783.' * 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Ex 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-mor 
o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  22d,  1783. 
ncil  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
sd  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
ncil  met. 

on,  by  order,  the  account  from  Thomas  Bradford, 
d  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded 
ere  severally  read  the  first  time,  together  with  the 
n  for  the  payment  of  the  same  in  favor  of  Jas.  Booth, 

an,  by  order, 

aunt  from  Samuel  Smith,  Esq.,  late  Sheriff  of  New 
nty,  for  services  done,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House 
[y  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  and  the  order  drawn 
rpose,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

on,  by  order, 

going  account  of  Thomas  Bradford,  printer,  was  read 
time  and  allowed. 

on,  by  order, 

>lution  founded  thereon,  was  read  the  second  time, 
in,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz  : 

11  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

11  Thursday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  16,  1783. 

ount  was  presented  to  the  Chair  from  Thomas  Brad- 
printing  done  for  this  State,  amounting  to  ^31  :  12  :  6, 
s  allowed ;  thereupon 
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"Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  H 
"on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  payment  < 
"James  Booth,  to  be  by  him  applied  to  1 
"aforesaid  debt  due  to  Thomas  Bradford  frc 

"J AS.  BOOTH, 

"Sent  for  concurrence.' ' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  account  from  Samuel  Smith,  Esq.,  y 
time  and  allowed. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  same,  was  read  the  second  time,  concur 
lows,  viz : 

"In  the  House 
"Frie 

"An  account  was  presented  to  the  Chair 
"  Esq.,  late  Sheriff  of  New  Casde  County, 
"  pounds  ten  shillings,  which  was  read  and  s 

'  'Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  H 
"on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  payment 
"seven  pounds  ten  shillings  to  the  aforesaid 

"JAS.  BOOTH, 
' '  Sent  for  concurrence. ' ' 

And  thereupon  the  orders  drawn  on  the 
the  payment  of  the  two  foregoing  accounts  ^ 
by  the  Speaker. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an 
methodizing  the  public  accounts,  and  for 
settlement  of  the  same,  now  reported  that 
draught  of  a  bill  for  that  purpose ;  which  w 
and,  T>y  order,  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  23d,  1783. 

cil  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

;,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
1  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  raising  26, 250 
the  service  of  the  present  year,  accompanied  with 
isitions  of  Congress,  and  other  papers,  on  which  the 
inded. 

member  also  delivered  the  accounts  of  George  Crag- 
lothier-General  of  this  State,  with  the  report  of  the 
tee  thereon,  and  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  As- 
le  payment  of  ^481  :  2  :  8  to  the  said  George  Crag- 

a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
3  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  Vice-President  to 
>f  Assembly  on  the  subject  of  a  letter  addressed  to 
iam  Winder,  Esq.,  the  Commissioner  appointed  for 
;  accounts  between  this  State  and  the  United  States, 
)sures,  and  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
•eon. 

s,  a  member,  &c. ,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the 
»unt  of  John  Gorden,  Esq.,  late  Sheriff  of  Kent 
•unting  to  £y  :  10 ;  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
r  the  payment  of  the  same. 

I  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


nl  met. 


1,  by  order,  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of 
the  Clothier-General's  accpunts,  and  the  resolution 
ig  the  same,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 
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By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  a  sec 
resolution  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  account  of  John  Gorden,  Esq.,  amoi 
and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembl; 
of  the  same,  were  severally  read  the  first  time! 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  a  sec 
said  account  was  allowed,  and  the  resolution  c< 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  return  to  the  h 
the  Clothier-General's  accounts,  the  report  of 
Accounts  thereon,  and  the  resolution  tor  the 
2  :  8  to  the  said  Clothier-General,  concurred  i 
and  that  he  also  return  the  accounts  of  John  G 
Smith,  Escjs.,  for  seven  pounds  and  ten  shilli 
account  of  Thomas  Bradford,  printer,  amounti 
together  with  the  several  resolutions  for  the 
sums,  severally  concurred  in,  to  the  House  oi 

Mr.  Collins  reported  the  delivery  of  the  for 
cording  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  ,£26,250  for  the  service 
was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  Vice-President's  Message  on  the  subjec 
letter,  and  the  resolution  founded  thereon,  wc 
and  the  said  resolution  was  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  foreg< 
resolution,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Coun 
House  of  Assembly  ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  deliver 
cording  to  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read,  that  leave  be  give 
a  bill  "For  preventing  and  punishing  the  co 
common  seal,  bank  bifis  and  bank  notes  of  the 
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mipany  of  the  Bank  of  North  America,"  the  same  was 
thereupon  a  draught  of  a  bill  for  that  purpose  was  laid 
e,  and,  by  order,  read  the  first  time. 

on  for  the  second  reading  of  the  resolutions  upon  the 

s  report  on  the  President's  Message  of  the  nth  Janu- 

the  same  was  seconded,  and  passed  in  the  negative. 

r  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  George  Craghead, 
r  the  payment  of  ^481  :  2  :  8,  was  presented  by  the 
the  House  of  Assembly,  in  order  to  be  signed  by  the 
f  the  Council ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  re- 
ad till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  Jan.  24,  1783. 

incil  met.     Present  all  the  members.  • 

on,  by  order,  the  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the 
f  this  State,  and  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual 
of  the  same,  was  read  the  second  time  and  postponed 
ration. 

leston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
the  Chair  the  accounts  of  Wm.  Millan,  late  Receiver 
5  for  New  Castle  County,  and  their  vouchers,  together 
roceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  upon  the  said 

in,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
red  to  the  Chair  the  returns  of  the  Second  Delaware 
commanded  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Henry  Neill,  together 
ay-rolls  of  the  several  officers  belonging  to  the  said 

ed  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  A,  M,, 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accoi 
&c,  was  read  a  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  for 
and  amendment  of  the  Council,  and  after  some  t 
the  same  was  postponed  till  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eod 
The  Council  met. 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consideratic 
auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts.  &c»,  and 
spent  therein  the  further  consideration  is  postp 
morning  at  ten  o'clock. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday, 

The  Council  met  Present  the  same  member 
last. 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  Assembly,  ai 
mitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  to  excl 
the  General  Assembly  from  places  of  profit,  &c 

The  Council  now  proceeded  in  the  further  coi 
bill  for  auditing  ana  arranging  the  accounts  01 
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to  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the  same,  after  some 
ill  pass. 

</,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  for  consider- 
concurrence,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

izzard,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  report  and  state  of  the  public  ac- 
r  the  Auditor,  William  Killen,  Esq.,  together  with  the 
thereto  belonging  and  accompanying  the  same. 

aples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  respecting  the  adjourn- 
he  General  Assembly  on  Saturday  next  to  some  future 

iff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted  and 
to  the  Chair  a  petition  of  James  Abbott,  and  also  a  pe- 
jeorge  Abbott  and  Charles  Williams,  which,  after  their 
ading  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  were  referred  to  Capt 
Dore,  Superintendent  of  the  Recruiting  Service,  to  do 
hat  the  good  of  the  service  and  the  Taws  of  the  State 
ire. 

ssett  presented  the  Chair  with  Mr.  Dickinson's  resigna- 
e  Presidency  of  this  State,  by  a  writing,  under  his  hand 
dated  at  Dover,  Jan.  14,  1783. 

tion,  Mr.  Bassett  has  leave  of  absence  till  3  o'clock  to- 
fternoon. 

tion,  by  order, 

11  for  preventing,  &c,  counterfeiting  of  the  common 
k  bills,  &c,  of  the  Bank  of  North  America,  was  read 
me. 

me  was  read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  passed 
cil. 

d  that  the  same  be  transcribed. 

ned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M., 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members 
except  Mr.  Bassett. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  deliver  to  the  Ho 
the  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  c 
together  with  the  bill  for  preventing  and  punish 
feiting  of  the  common  seal,  bank  notes,  &c, 
North  America,  for  their  consideration. 

Dr.  Ridgely,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attendir 
and  deliverea  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from  John  Pi 
28th  instant,  to  Col.  Charles  Pope,  respecting  th< 
together  with  a  proposal  for  the  appointment  ol 
the  Council  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  He 
on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  letter. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodi 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Collins  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  p 
to  him,  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  letter  from  John  Pringle,  and  the  propose 
ment  of  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Council 
committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  si; 
letter,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  resolution  was  rea 
and  concurred  in. 

And  thereupon 
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f,  That  Messrs.  Collins  and  McDonough  be  a  commit- 
part  of  this  House  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  the 
Assembly  on  the  business  above  mentioned. 

,  That  the  said  letter  and  resolution,  with  the  concur- 
appointment  of  the  Council  thereto,  be  returned,  by 
1am,  to  the  House  of  Assembly; 

sing  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 

on,  by  order, 

kinson's  resignation  of  the  Presidency  of  this  State,  by 
inder  his  hand  and  seal,  was  read  the  first  time,  and  is 
viz : 

subscriber,  hereby  resign  to  the  General  Assembly 
Delaware  State  the  office  of  President,  Commander-in- 
d  Capt. -General  of  the  State.  In  witness  whereof  I 
eunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  Dover,  this 
Ji  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
en  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

:d) 

ion,  by  order, 

tions  of  James  Abbott  and  George  Abbott  were  sever- 
tie  first  time. 

on,  by  order, 

to  exclude  members  of  the  General  Assembly  from 
trofit,  &c,  was  read  the  first  time. 

ion,  by  order, 

tol.  Henry  NeilTs  pay-roll  of  the  Second  Delaware 
was  read  the  first  time. 

on,  by  order, 

for  raising  ,£26,250  for  the  service  of  the  present  year 
tie  second  time. 

ed  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


JOHN  DICKINSON.' ' 
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Wednesday,  A.  M., 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  member 
and  also  Mr.  Bassett. 

The  Council,  taking  into  consideration  the  re 
gress  of  the  30th  of  October  and  2d  of  Novemt 
the  following  resolution,  viz  : 

Whereas  Congress,  by  their  resolutions  of 
and  2d  of  Nov.,  1781,  called  upon  the  Unite 
respective  quotas  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  fc 
ment  and  civil  list  for  the  then  ensuing  year,  < 
State's  computed  quota  was  112,085  dollars;  ar 
of  Assembly  entitled  '  'An  act  for  raising  £  23, 
the  service  of  the  year  1782,"  passed  the  13th  < 
1 78 1,  recognizing  the  requisition  of  Congress  f 
plies  and  money  necessary  for  supporting  the  A 
States,  and  defraying  other"  expenses  incurred  i 
of  the  present  war,  is  the  only  fund  out  of  whi< 
computed  quota  aforesaid  may  be  discharged 
the  said  act  of  Assembly  the  said  sum  of  ^23,6 
into  the  Treasury,  is  made  subject  to  the  join 
Speakers  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  by  orde 
tive  Houses ;  it  is  therefore 

Ordered  and  Resolved^  That  the  respective 
hereby  are  authorized  and  required  to  make 
joint  draught  upon  or  warrant  to  the  State  Tr 
the  Receiver  appointed  by  the  Superintendent 
this  State,  upon  the  order  or  orders  of  the  sai 
the  sum  of  ;£  21,015  :  18  :  9,  equal  to  one  moi 
computed  quota  of  the  said  112,085  dollars,  < 
which  shall  come  into  the  Treasury  of  the  S 
means  of  the  above  mentioned  and  recited  act 
said  State  Treasurer  taking  such  Receiver's  re 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Finance. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  transcribed. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
uncil  met. 

it  That  Mr.  Bassett  deliver  the  foregoing  resolution  to 
i  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

ssett  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

tion,  by  order, 

I  for  raising  ^26,250,  &c,  for  the  service  of  the  present 
read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  after  some  time 
ein  the  further  consideration  is  postponed  till  to-morrow 

lies,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
*red  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the 
)f  this  State,  &c. ,  with  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed 
r  the  House  of  Assembly. 

me  member  also  delivered  the  bill  for  preventing  and 
the  counterfeiting  of  the  common  seal,  bank  notes, 
a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

me  member  also  returned  the  resolution  of  Council, 
n  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  30th  October  and 
nber,    1781,  with  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed 


ne  member  also  delivered  a  proposition  from  the  House 
bly  for  nominating  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Dele- 
1  this  State  to  Congress. 

led  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Thursday,  A.  M 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  general  account  of  William  Millan,  anc 
committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  sa 
first  time,  and  an  amendment  was  proposed  1 
count;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 

The  committee  of  Council  appointed  to  cor 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subj< 

John  Pringle's  letter  relative  to  the  fitting  ov 
•elonging  to  this  State,  now  laid  their  report  o 

The  Council  now  proceeded  in  the  further  cc 
bill  for  raising  ,£26,250,  &c,  by  a  general  tax 
further  postponed  till  the  afternoon. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Grantham  deliver  to  the 
bly  the  President's  resignation  of  the  Preside 
together  with  the  general  account  of  Willian 
paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


E01 

The  Council  met  and  debated  upon  the  pan 
for  raising  ,£26,250,  and  sundry  amendment 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  » 
ham,  to  the  House  of  Assembly;  who  now  rep 
of  the  papers  committed  to  him,  according  to  < 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  ac 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  account  of  Robert  Bryai 
of  New  Castle  County,  for  money  advanced  t 
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f  the  Delaware  Regiment,  amounting  to  ^255  :  19  :  4, 
irith  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  pay- 
he  same  to  the  said  Robert  Bryan,  and  a  blank  order 
lrpose. 

ne  member  also  delivered  a  petition  of  Wm.  Simpson, 
eport  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  and  a  blank 
ivor  of  the  said  Wm.  Simpson. 

ne  member  delivered  W.  Peery's  account  for  money 
Chas.  Pope,  for  ^455,  with  resolution  for  payment  of 

ff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
dr  the  general  account  of  Wm.  Millan,  and  the  amend- 
x)sed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House 
bly. 

irles  Polk,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  discharging  the  half  pay  of  offi- 
ie  Delaware  Regiment  dying  in  the  service  to  their 
fcc. 

lliam  Polk  presented  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  Isaac 
oldier  in  the  Delaware  Regiment. 

led  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  31st,  1783. 

uncil  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

ion,  by  order, 

}ort  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on 
an's  account,  was  read  the  first  time. 

ial  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  concurred 
as  follows,  viz : 
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"In  the  House  of  / 
"Friday,  A.  M 

"The  House  resumed  the  consideration  c 
"William  Millan,  late  Receiver  of  Supplies 
"County,  and  the  same  being  examined  and 
1 '  pears  that  there  is  a  balance  of  ^49  10:4 
1 '  Wm.  Millan  to  this  State  ;  but  it  is  hereby  d 
"errors  or  delinquencies  as  may  happen  o 
"supplies,  amounting  to  ^594  :  9  :  9^,  wii 
1 '  W illiam  Millan  is  charged  in  the  aforesaid 
"hereafter  allowed  to  him  upon  his  producii 
4  *  perlv  authenticated  under  the  hands  of  the  Ju 
1  *  of  tne  hundred  in  which  such  delinquency  m 

"J AS.  BOOTH,  CI 
1  '  Sent  for  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grantham  return  the  fore 
the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  and  th 
and  vouchers  accompanying  the  same,  to  the  H 

Mr.  Grantham  reported  the  delivery  of  the  j 
tioned  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the 
posed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill 
arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  &c,  an 
tional  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  and  also  U 
ments  of  the  House  of  Assembly ;  which  we 
transcribed. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  ac 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  House  oi 
Council,  of  this  morning,  relative  to  the  addr 
of  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  late  President  of  thi 
nied  with  the  said  address. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  deliver  to  the  H 
the  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accot 
&c,  with  their  paper  of  amendments  general 
the  Council,  and  a  paper  of  additional  amendi 
bill  and  amendments  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
Council. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

incil  met. 

iins  now  reported  the  papers  committed  to  him  deliv- 
ding  to  order. 

ion,  by  order, 

ssage  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Council  was 
is  as  follows,  viz  : 

ge  to  the  Council  from  the  House  of  Assembly. 
m: 

Lssembly  transmitted  to  your  House  their  resolutions 
urteentn  instant,  founded  on  an  address,  which  is  also 
ou,  from  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Su- 
kcecutive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
id  late  President  of  this  State,  for  your  consideration 
:urrence;  and  as  the  said  resolutions  are  not  yet  re- 
it  is  uncertain  whether  your  house  have  acted  or  in- 
ict  thereon. 

resent  circumstances  of  the  State,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
equire  the  determination  of  the  General  Assembly  on 
ect  of  the  said  resolutions,  and  therefore  this  House 
:heir  duty  to  request  that  your  honors  may  return  the 
Jier  altered,  amended,  confirmed,  or  rejected,  by  your 
tgreeable  to  the  Constitution. 

1  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

d)  SIMON  KOLLOCK,  Speaker. 

,  Jan.  31,  i783.M 

ratt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
\  Chair  the  bill  for  raising  ,£26,250,  &c,  with  the  paper 
lents  proposed  thereto  by  the  Conncil  in  part  acceded 
part  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  a 
nendments  proposea  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
Iments  of  the  Council. 
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The  resignation  of  John  Dickinson,  Esq., 
Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State,  being  read, 

Resolved^  That  the  same  be  accepted. 

Resolved  also,  That  the  place  of  President 
Mr.  McDonough  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assc 
to  them  that  both  Houses  of  the  General  As 
o'clock  to-morrow,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  to 
persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  President  of  this  I 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  f< 
sons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  Congres 

Ordered,  That  Col.  McDonough  wait  upon 
sembly  and  inform  that  House  that  the  Coun 
day,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  for  the  tii 
of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembl 
Chamber,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  ab 

Mr.  McDonough  reported  the  delivery  of  th 
papers  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  the  Council  came  to  the  followii 

Whereas  great  delays  have  happened  in  tl 
State  tax  directed  to  be  raised  by  tne  two  sev 
bly,  passed  in  the  months  of  June  and  Novel 
injury  of  public  credit  and  public  service  ;  thei 

Resolved,  That  the  respective  County  Treaj 
do  forthwith  call  upon  the  several  Collectors  c 
their  County  to  render  a  true  and  just  accour 
the  Treasurer  of  their  County  the  sums  wh 
ought  to  have  paid  either  under  the  act  of  Ass 
entitled  "An  act  for  raising  seven  thousand  < 
seventy-five  pounds,  in  specie,  for  the  service 
by  a  general  tax,"  passed  the  18th  of  June, 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  ,£23,625, 
service  of  the  year  1782,  passed  the  13th  Novc 

Resolved  also,  That  in  case  of  non-payment 
sums  they  ought  to  have  respectively  paid  un 
June,  1781,  and  of  at  least  three-fourths  parts 
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Ay  ought  to  have  paid  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
>f  Nov.,  1781,  by  or  before  the  25th  day  of  April  next, 
bounty  Treasurers,  respectively,  shall  certify  tne  names 
efaulting  Collectors,  with  the  sums  which  they  ought  to 
1,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  of  his  County,  who,  under 
tion  of  the  Attorney  General,  shall  cause  suits  to  be 
ipon  the  bonds  given  by  such  defaulters  for  the  faith- 
mance  of  their  duties  in  the  execution  of  the  respective 
j  acts  aforesaid,  returnable  to  the  next  May  term. 

?d.  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  made  out 
with  delivered,  as  well  to  the  respective  County  Treas- 
esaid  as  to  the  several  Clerks  of  the  Peace,  Attorney 
md  State  Treasurer,  which  Treasurers  and  Attorney 
ire  to  report  their  proceedings  in  the  premises  to  the 
Assembly,  at  their  next  sitting. 

rf,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  deliver  the  same  to  the  House 
bly. 

Ik  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

tion,  by  order, 

11  for  discharging  the  half  pay  of  officers  of  the  Dela- 
iment,  dying  in  the  service,  to  their  widows,  &c. ,  was 
irst  time. 

tion,  by  order, 

Dort  of  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  subject  mat- 
*.  John  Pringle's  letter  respecting  the  State  schooner, 
the  first  time. 

aples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  delivered  to  the  Chair  the 
verbal  message,  viz : 

ial  Message  to  the  Council  from  the  House  of 

Assembly. 
\en: 

House  of  Assembly  agree  to  your  proposition  that  both 
of  the  General  Assembly  meet,  in  the  Council  Cham- 
morrow  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  for  the  purpose 
nating  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  President  and  Com- 
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' '  mander-in-Chief  of  this  State,  and  also  as  D 
" State  to  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year;  at 
14  place  the  Assembly  will  meet  your  honorat 
*  *  transaction  of  this  business. 

"  Friday,  P.  M.,  Jan.  31,  1783." 

The  same  member  returned  the  resolution  r< 
lectors  of  the  Public  Taxes,  concurred  in  by  th; 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  Feb 

The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McDonough  wait  on  the 
bly  and  inform  them  that  the  Council  are  no* 
them,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  to  put  in  nom 
be  balloted  for  as  President  of  this  State,  and 
to  represent  this  State  in  Congress  for  the  ensu 

The   House  of  Assembly   met  the  Council 
Chamber,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  nomination  of  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as 
names  were  taken  down  for  the  consideration  c 
both  Houses. 

Previous  to  the  nomination  for  persons  to 
Delegates  to  Congress,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  four  persons  be  elected  to  re 
in  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Then  the  General  Assembly  proceeded  to  t 
Delegates  ;  but  before  this  business  was  comj 
was  moved  by  Mr.  Peery,  "whether  any  pen 
inhabitants  of  or  resident  within  this  State  she 
represent  the  State  in  Congress."  Then  the 
was  moved  and  seconded,  and  being  put  passe 
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;neral  Assembly,  having  completed  the  business  for 
onvened, 

ion,  agreed  that  the  two  Houses  now  separate,  and 
the  Assembly  Room,  at  4  o'clock  this  afternoon,  to 
a  President  and  Delegates  to  Congress  above  men- 

le  House  of  Assembly  withdrew,  and  the  Council  ad- 
tl  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
uncil  met. 

iff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  informed  the  Council  that 
1  of  Assembly  were  ready  to  receive  them,  in  the  As- 
x>m,  to  ballot  for  a  President,  and  also  for  Delegates  to 
out  of  the  persons  before  nominated. 

mncil  met  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  the  Assembly 
d  there,  in  General  Assembly,  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
President  for  the  State,  and  the  members  of  both 
to  wit :  nine  of  the  Council  and  twenty-one  of  the 
Assembly,  then  present,  having  prepared  tickets  with 
of  the  President  to  be  appointed  and  put  the  same  into 
ox,  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses,  in  the  presence 
er  members,  examined  the  ballot-box,  and  it  appeared 
een  votes  out  of  thirty  were  in  favor  of  the  Honorable 
/andyke,  Esquire ;  whereupon  the  said  Nicholas  Van- 
[uire,  is  declared  duly  elected  President  of  this  State  for 
>f  three  years  next  ensuing,  and  until  the  sitting  of  the 
sral  Assembly  thereafter,  and  no  longer,  agreeable  to 
it  Constitution  or  system  of  government. 

neral  Assembly  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Dele- 

jpresent  this  State  in  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year  out 

sons  put  into  nomination  in  the  forenoon,  and  the  bal- 

examined,  it  appeared  that  there  was  a  majority  of 
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votes  in  favor  of  Caesar  Rodney,  James  Tilton, 
and  Gunning  Bedford,  Jr.,  Esquires  ■  whereup 
Rodney,  James  Tilton,  Eleazar  McComb,  and 
Jr.,  Esquires,  are  declared  duly  elected  Dele 
this  State  in  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion,  agreed  that  the  two  Houses  noi 
the  Council  withdrew,  and  adjourned  till  10  o 
next. 


Monday,  P.  M 

The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members, 
Polk  and  Mr.  Bassett. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  i 
of  the  State  schooner  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  the  sec 
first  of  the  said  resolutions  was  concurred  in,  w 
propriety  of  the  Vice-President's  instructions 
rope  as  to  the  sale  of  a  part  of  the  said  sch< 
was  disagreed  to;  and  thereupon  the  Vice  Pr 
of  the  13th  instant,  and  the  several  papers  re 
subject,  and  referred  to  in  the  said  message,  w 
the  same  being  read,  Mr.  William  Polk  moved 
in  a  bill  for  fitting  out  or  selling  the  said  Stat 
was  granted;  and  thereupon  a  bill,  entitled  "A 
or  selling  the  State  schooner,"  was  laid  upon 
order,  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  of  Isaac  Short  was  read  and  1 
Grantham  and  McDonough,  to  inquire  into  tin 
alleged  therein  and  to  report  their  opinion  on  t 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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tition  of  James  Abbott  was  read  the  second  time  and 
>  the  same  committee. 

ion,  by  order, 

at  petition  of  George  Abbott  and  Charles  Williams  was 
the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

tion,  the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
the  1 2th  February,  1781,  appointing  William  Peery, 
setde  and  state  all  the  accounts  between  this  State  and 
d  States,  and  empowering  him  to  call  for  such  books 
rs  relating  to  the  said  accounts  as  might  have  come  to 
i  of  any  person  in  public  office,  and  directing  him  to 
report  to  the  General  Assembly  as  soon  thereafter  as 
returning  therewith  as  many  onginal  vouchers  as  could 
ed,  or  authentic  copies,  or  other  the  best  documents 
it  be  obtained,  was  ordered  to  be  read,  and  the  same 
I,  and  no  report  appearing  to  have  been  made  thereon, 

*d,  That  whereas,  by  the  capture  made  by  the  enemy 
blic  papers  in  New  Castle  County,  in  the  month  of 
r,  1777,  many  of  the  original  vouchers  for  supporting 
s  account  against  the  United  States  were  then  carried 
he  want  of  several  of  them  only  to  be  supplied  by  the 
>r  memory  of  divers  persons  previous  to  that  time  en- 
the  public  transactions  ;  and  that  whereas  the  vouchers 
subsequent  to  that  time  are  much  dispersed  and  irreg- 
)t,  that  a  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
ten  appointed  to  make  a  setdement  of  all  accounts  be- 
m  and  this  State,  and  Mr.  Peery  authorized  to  lay  the 
counts  of  this  State  against  the  United  States  before 
ommissioner  for  liquidation  and  settlement,  it  is  highly 
that  the  General  Assembly,  previous  to  a  final  settle- 
he  said  accounts,  be  informed  in  what  state  of  readiness 
accounts  are  for  such  setdement ;  therefore 

'</,  That  Mr.  Peery  be  called  upon  to  report  his  pro- 
under  the  said  resolution  of  the  12th  of  February,  and 
tfurn  to  the  General  Assembly  an  abstract  or  list  of  the 
lar^es  selected  by  him  and  to  be  made  in  this  State's 
against  the  United  States,  specifying  generally  the  ser- 
tne  time  thereof,  with  the  sum  charged  therefor,  to  the 
>missions,  if  any,  may  be  discovered  and  supplied. 
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Resolved  also,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing 
lutions  be  forthwith  made  and  delivered  to  Mr. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members, 
set  and  Mr.  Joshua  Polk. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  to  the  H< 
the  resolutions  directing  a  report  of  the  state  oi 
tween  this  State  and  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  de 
cording  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of 
resolutions  of  the  Council  founded  on  the  resok 
of  the  30th  October  and  2d  November,  1781,  v 
ered  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolutions,  as  amend* 
and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concum 

Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  adn 
ed  the  resolutions  directing  a  report  of  the  stat 
between  this  State  and  the  United  States,  with 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the 
posed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  fc 
punishing  the  counterfeiting  of  the  common  1 
bank  of  North  America,  and  agreed  that  the  I 
should  pass  the  House  and  be  engrossed. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  th< 
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posed  by  them  and  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
;ing  ,£26,250,  &c,  and,  upon  the  motion  and  question, 
i  Council  adhere  to  their  first  amendment  by  striking 
rds  [twenty-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty]  and 
istead  thereof  the  words  [thirty-nine  thousand]  ?"  the 
termined  to  adhere  to  their  said  amendment. 

Polk  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  said  question 
ed  on  the  minutes.     They  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

question — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  McDonough,  Mr.  Grantham, 


the  question — Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Baning. 
stion  was  carried. 

e  motion  and  question,  "  Shall  the  Council  adhere  to 
,  1 2th  and  14th  amendments,  for  the  changing  the 
te  collection  of  the  State  tax,  proposed  by  the  said  bill, 
the  power  of  collection  in  one  person  in  each  county, 
xountable  in  the  Auditor's  office  by  rendering  his  ac- 
re of  the  collections  on  the  20th  of  July  and  the  1st  of 
,  and  finally  accounting  there  on  the  said  1st  day  of 
,  paying  in  the  meantime  to  the  State  Treasurer,  on 
ays  of  June  ancl  October,  the  several  proportions  di- 
be  raised  in  each  county,  thereby  changing  the  col- 
»m  the  collectors  of  hundreds  and  their  account  and 
:o  the  County  Treasurer,  and  by  him  to  the  State 
V  the  Council  determined  to  adhere  to  the  said 
its. 

jreupon  Mr.  W.  Polk  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
question  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes.     They  are  as 

1 : 

qtiestion — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  McDonough,  Mr.  Grantham, 
s. 

1  the  question — Mr.  Wm.  Polk,  Mr.  Baning. 

stion  was  carried. 

>on  the  following  message,  stating  the  reasons  of  the 
adherence  to  their  said  amendments,  and  rejecting 


Digitized  by 


Google 


792  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  < 

those  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  w 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed,  to  w 

Gentlemen; 

The  Tax  Bill  for  the  present  year,  with  its 
ments,  hath  been  further  considered  by  the 
mature  deliberation  they  are  still  of  opinion 
thirty -nine  thousand  pounds ,  as  proposed  in 
ment,  is  a  necessary  one,  to  be  raised  for  I 
in  the  bill,  to  wit:  to  answer  the  two  requisitit 
gress  oi  forty -four  thousand  eight  hundred  do 
of  the  sums  due  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sta 
nished  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  m 
the  credit  of  the  State,  and  public  services  p 
behalf  of  the  State,  and  to  be  paid  for  by  th 
instance,  the  interest  on  certificates  given  t 
soldiers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  the 
cidental  expenses  of  the  State  within  the  yeai 
satisfied  that  even,  this  sum  will  be  inadeqi 
poses,  but,  from  the  deficient  manner  in  wr 
counts  of  the  State  have  been  kept,  they  < 
say  with  precision  how  much  more  will  be  w 
the  Council  advert  to  their  second  propuse< 
ceeded  to  by  your  House,  they  must  suppi 
your  opinion  ;  for  as  the  bill  first  stood  th 
,£26,250  must  have  been  considered  as  only  1 
so,  for  the  purposes  there  expressed  in  its  pre 
ted  the  sums  to  be  paid  to  tne  inhabitants  foi 
for  the  army  to  the  latter  part  of  the  year  178 
the  year  1781,  to  monies  borrowed  within  the  s 
all  prior  demands  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  lik 
ably  when  taken  together  will  amount  to  mon 
ones  of  the  latter  part  and  beginning  of  the 
further  confining  the  public  services,  which  thi 
the  first  instance,  to  those  performed  by  the  c 
of  Col.  Neil's  Battalion  ot  Militia  in  the  fell 
when  prior  services,  yet  unpaid*  will  probab 
that  battalion  is  entitled  to  ;  therefore  taking 
so  much  or  more  will  be  wanted  for  all  these  p 
cil  apprehend  it  to  be  prudent  and  wise  to 
somewhat  adequate  to  the  necessary  uses  tin 
tioned,  and  prevent  any  suspicion  that  might 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,   I  783.  793 

%  one  just  creditor  of  the  State  to  another,  and  particu- 
roid  a  preference  of  the  latter  creditor  to  the  prior  one 
nore  years  standing,  and  that  the  General  Assembly, 
he  disposition  and  application  of  the  remaining  part  of 

00  is,  after  discharging  the  two  requisitions  of  Con- 
/  have  it  more  in  their  power  to  satisfy  the  old,  and 
r  poor  creditors  of  the  State,  and  make  some  advances 
le  restoring  of  public  faith  and  public  credit  within  the 
mtially  necessary  to  its  welfare  and  existence  :  whereas 
her  hand,  if  the  sum  should  be  confined  to  the  one 

final  draught  of  the  bill,  there  must  be  partial  pay- 
those  payments  may  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  later  creditor, 
to  the  influence  he  may  make  at  the  time  of  such  dis- 
We  should  not,  and  we  ought  not,  even  to  leave  any 
such  suspicion  when  in  our  power  to  prevent  it.  The 
•e  well  aware  of  the  great  want  of  a  due  medium  of  cir- 
pecie  within  the  State,  and  the  difficulty  attending  the 
f  its  produce  to  a  market  where  a  further  supply  thereof 
Dbtained,  but  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  difficulty  may 
mted,  for  that  they  know  very  many  of  the  taxables  of 
x>ring  States  have  and  do  still  combat  greater  evils  of 
ind.  The  Council  conceive  it  to  be  their  duty  to  exhibit 

1  wants  of  the  State  to  their  constituents,  that  they 
ide  accordingly,  and  judge  it  ill  policy  to  continue  the 
f  leaving  the  debts  of  preceding  years  unprovided  for 
ticed,  to  accumulate,  and  by  that  means  put  it  out  of 
•  of  their  constituents  to  pay  them  perhaps  ever,  as 
ceding  year  will  have  its  particular  charge,  and  an  in- 
le  when  we  are  called  upon  to  provide  for  the  payment 
irest  of  the  national  debt  which  the  United  States  have 
I  during  the  present  war.  A  further  argument  which 
ith  the  Council,  is,  that  they  have  reason  to  believe 
s  the  intention  of  Congress,  when  they  fixed  their  de- 
m  the  United  States  only  to  two  million  of  dollars  of 
illion  which  was  their  estimate  for  the  War  and  Civil 
nt,  (relying  upon  obtaining  the  other  four  million  by 
n  in  Europe),  thus  to  afford  the  States  in  the  Union  an 
ty  to  raise  extra  sums  to  discharge  their  former  internal 
is  opportunity  ought  to  be  laid  hold  of;  justice  to  the 
ditors  of  the  State,  and  the  true  interest  of  our  consti- 
nand  it  of  us — yet  if,  upon  further  deliberation  had  by 
arable  House,  you  shall  be  of  opinion,  that  the  time 

OO 
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specified  in  the  bill,  and  enlarged  by  our  an 
collecting  and  finally  paying  in  the  said  sum  of 
further  enlarged  and  thereby  tend  to  the  great* 
ables  of  the  State,  we  shall  have  no  objection  i 
tion.  As  to  the  mode  of  collecting  and  after  ; 
receipt  and  payment  of  those  quotas  in  each  Cc 
in  our  nth,  12th  and  14th  amendments  to  th< 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  it  ought  to  be  adop1 
adhere  to  those  amendments.  The  barely  stat 
ent  modes  proposed  by  the  respective  Houses, 
to  throw  light  on  the  question,  which  of  the  ti 
gible  :  The  one  in  the  original  bill  is  a  collectic 
twenty-four  persons  in  the  three  Counties,  ten, 
which  number  are  respectively  to  account  with 
more  persons,  one  in  each  County,  viz :  the  1 
and  they  after  to  account  and  pay  to  the  State 
finally  to  a  committee  of  the  General  Asser 
persons  in  the  receipt  and  management  of  this  ] 
with  one  another,  except  the  State  Treasure 
consider  the  accounting  of  the  County  Treasuj 
Court,  or  their  committee,  in  any  degree  eith< 
factory,  no  report,  return  or  certificate  thereof 
to  the  General  Assembly,  who  ought  to  be  p 
utely  informed  of  the  monies  drawn  from  the 
public  purposes  in  every  stage  of  receipt  ar 
further,  that  none  of  the  first  twenty-seven  p 
nomination  or  appointment  of  the  represent 
directs  the  raising  and  applying  of  the  State  ta 
choice  of  any  of  them  be  ever  so  improper,  < 
unfit  for  such  duties,  the  General  Assembly 
with  all  their  imperfections,  and  solely  rely  or 
edy  on  the  bonds  to  be  given  for  the  performar 
with  this,  that  there  must  be  twenty-four  ace 
they  are  to  be,  more  under  the  bill  than  un 
amendments  ;  for  that  by  the  amendments  one 
County  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly,  a 
ability  or  removal,  after  by  a  session  of  Justice 
makes  the  whole  collection  of  the  auota  of  his 
over  the  respective  portions  of  such  quota  imi 
State  Treasury  at  the  times  limited  for  such 
seven  weeks  after  his  first  payment,  and  in  on 
second  payment,  he  is  to  adjust  and  settle,  in 
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>f  Accounts,  for  the  amount  of  each  portion,  with  an 
of  three  fer  cent.  The  balance  of  the  first  portion  is 
ied  into  his  second  account,  and  its  balance  paid  to  the 
asurer  in  about  seven  weeks  after  settlement  thereof, 
\e  of  failure,  chargeable  with  an  interest  of  ten  per  cent. 

mode,  proposed  by  the  Council,  the  collection  is  made 
the  accounting  for,  receipt  and  payment  into  the  State 
by  the  same  three,  and  that  accounting  is  with  the 
j  officer  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
hose  situation  is  to  be  at  Dover,  nearly  central  as  to 

and  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly, 
:h  member  of  the  legislative  and  executive  powers  of 
may  resort,  and  at  a  single  view  discover  a  state  of  such 
d  payment.  And  further,  as  to  the  accounting  by  the 
asurer,  the  provisions  in  the  amendments  by  Council 
he  shall  once  in  three  months  transmit  into  the  Audi- 
1  an  exact  state  as  well  of  all  the  monies  by  him  received, 
names  of  the  persons  by  whom  paid,  anil  the  time  of 
as  of  the  monies  by  him  paid,  to  whom,  on  what  ac- 
order,  and  the  time  when ;  and  at  the  expiration  of 

appear  in  the  said  office  and  lay  his  general  account 
5  Auditor,  who  is  to  adjust  the  same.  After  this  just 
ition  of  the  two  modes,  the  Council  cannot  suppose  it 

to  urge  any  arguments  further,  tending  to  shew  that 
mode  of  collection  and  account,  as  proposed  by  the 
ill,  is  a  complex  one,  requiring  so  many  things  to  be 
romplete  it  or  compel  its  due  execution ;  or  that  the 
de  proposed  in  the  amendments  by  the*  Council  is  a 
simple  one,  wherein  the  conduct  and  acts  of  three  per- 
»en  specially  for  the  service,  are  necessarily  inquirable 
I  the  monies  are  got  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State ; 
lay  be  known  to  and  viewed  by  the  representatives  of 
;  whenever  they  meet  in  General  Assembly.  The  first 
s  true,  hath  been  several  years  in  use,  but  the  best  ex- 
s  existence  is  either  inattention  or  want  of  a  more  satis- 
mple  plan  being  struck  out  and  offered  to  view ;  its 
ere  always  apparent,  and  a  competant  remedy  not  ex- 
>  supply  its  place  till  now.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
petent  is  here  used  rather  prematurely,  for  that  trial 
rience  alone  can  justify  the  term,  but  as  the  usefulness 
ss  of  the  single  collection  don't  admit  of  a  doubt,  in 
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the  opinion  of  the  Council,  they  venture  to  i 
sure  they  are,  that  pursuing  the  old  plan  of 
count  they  will  only  increase  that  chaos  of  una 
grants  of  monies  and  supplies,  that  it  will  b 
difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  reduce  it  to  f< 
constituents  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what 
position  and  application  of  all  that  has  been  d 
way  of  tax  for  several  years  past :  none  of  w 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  Council,  have  been  ; 
telligibly  accounted  for.  The  Council  reques 
able  House  will  please  to  take  these  their  res 
from  you  in  opinion  as  to  the  Tax  Bill  sent 
and  for  their  adhering  to  their  amendments,  i] 
tion  ;  and  be  assured  that  the  Council  considei 
so  important  and  necessary,  on  behalf  of  the  p 
represent,  that  until  reasons,  operating  moi 
those  before  enumerated,  (though  not  all  that  1 
in  Council),  shall  be  offered  to  Council,  the; 
opinion  in  favour  of  their  amendments. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Ec 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  atten 
and  returned  the  bill  for  auditing  and  arrangi 
this  State,  &c. ,  with  the  first  amendments  pi 
the  House  of  Assembly  generally  agreed  to  t 
additional  amendments  proposed  to  the  said 
ments  by  the  Council  generally  disagreed  to 
Assembly,  together  with  a  further  amendmei 
House  of  Assembly  to  the  said  additional  i 
Council. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  letter  fi 
Polk,  dated  this  day,  together  with  a  resolutic 
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for  referring  Major  Polk's  accounts  to  William  Killen 
las  Rodney,  Esquires. 

ne  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  for  making  pro- 
the  subsistence  of  the  Delaware  Regiments. 

ne  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  wait  on  Mr. 
to  desire  his  answer  as  to  his  acceptance  of  the  office 
int. 

mncil  now  took  into  consideration  the  bill  for  audit- 
irranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  with  the  several 
nts  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and 
cil  adhered  to  their  5th  amendment,  which  was  dis- 
by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  disagreed  to  the  fur- 
dments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  said 
dment  of  the  Council,  and  adhered  to  the  1st,  2d  and 
ir  additional  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  and  therefore 
ing  message,  stating  the  reasons  of  such  adherence,  was 
,  read  and  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  : 


I  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State, 
the  respective  amendments  proposed  by  both  Houses, 
the  bill  as  it  originally  stood  as  the  subsequent  amend- 
ve  been  taken  up  and  duly  considered  by  the  Council, 
ind  themselves  bound  by  opinion,  and  duty  to  their  con- 
still  to  reject  the  fifth  amendment  proposed  by  your 
House  in  your  first  paper,  restricting  the  Auditor  of 
from  liquidating  and  settling  any  claims  against  the 
services  performed,  monies  advanced  or  articles  furnish- 
er of  the  legislative  or  executive  power  for  the  use  of 
or  for  any  other  purpose,  before  the  first  day  of  March 
I  also  to  reject  the  additional  amendment  contained  in 
paper,  seemingly  intended  to  enlarge  the  restriction  oc- 
by  the  fifth  amendment,  by  permitting  the  Auditor's 
ctend  to  accounts  for  such  articles  and  things  prior  to 
>f  March,  not  already  exhibited  to  the  General  Assem- 
br  which  the  laws  of  this  State  have  directed  no  parti- 
e  of  settlement. 

:he  Council  framed  this  bill,  among  the  many  objects  of 
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public  utility  they  had  in  view,  the  first  was 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  from  that  < 
were  then  under  with  the  very  many  accou 
exhibited  for  years  past,  and  dispersed  amor 
of  papers. 

The  disinclination  of  the  respective  memb 
to  accept  of  a  place  on  the  Committee  of  Ace 
had  been  spent  in  the  present  session,  and 
made  in  that  business,  with  the  great  intern 
other  general  and  more  peculiar  business  of  t 
bly,  convinced  the  Council  of  the  necessity  < 
viding  and  adopting  a  mode,  better  calculafc 
and  speedy  settlement  of  all  public  accoun 
after,  for  trie  regular  entry  and  state  of  the 
ances  found,  by  some  person  well  skilled  in 
stating  of  accounts  in  mercantile  and  intell 
entry,  subsequent  to  settlement,  hath  been  al 
tofore,  and  the  State  left  open  to  second,  thi: 
for  the  same  articles,  and  no  other  chance  < 
position  but  the  recollection,  perhaps,  of  an 
unless  the  old  bundles  of  accounts  of  precec 
nutely  examined.  The  Council  therefore,  on 
of  your  fifth  amendment,  agreed  to  reject  it,  a 
the  first  object  of  their  bill,  that  of  immediat 
liquidation  and  settlement  of  all  public  accour 
Assembly  to  the  Auditor,  whose  daily  exper 
would  not  be  the  thirtieth  part  of  the  sum  tl 
were  then  sitting  at,  and  but  small  progress 
ness — ten  days  expense  of  the  present  Gene 
equal  to  a  full  years  allowance  for  the  serv 
And  upon  the  same  grounds  the  Council  disa 
amendment  in  the  third  paper,  as  it  tended 
counts  already  exhibited,  and  almost  every 
would  be  exhibited,  for  matters  or  things  p 
March.  This  the  Council  considered  as  not  re 
ance,  either  as  to  the  State  expense,  or  that  o 
two  only  of  whom  had  been  in  waiting  in  the  | 
one  for  five  and  the  other  for  more  than  ten  c 
counts  could  be  examined,  reported  and  detei 
Council  also  considered  the  last  part  of  the  sai< 
ment  as  exempting  every  public  debtor  or  a 
Auditor's  settlement  and  bringing  them  befc 
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lich  ought  not  to  be  with  respect  to  anv,  except  Hun- 
ctors  (who  were  specially  excepted  in  the  original  bill, 
ur  honorable  House,  by  their  eighth  amendment,  left 
to  such  account  with  the  Auditor  for  any  monies  they 
/e  after  the  first  day  of  March  next)  and  Trustees  of 
Dffice ;  for,  according  to  the  best  recollection  of  the 
J  other  accountants  under  laws  of  the  State  are  gen- 
:count  with  the  General  Assembly  or  their  committees, 
the  fixed  purpose  of  the  Council  to  have  transferred  to 
»r,  whenever  established,  or  otherwise  a  principal  part 
illness  will  be  lost  to  the  public,  as  also  to  the  account- 

0  the  first,  saving  that  great  expense  of  the  two  Houses 
transact  this  business,  a  want  of  knowledge,  and,  too 
attention  to  it  when  under  consideration — and  as  to 
itant,  his  tedious  and  expensive  attendance  on  such  set- 

morable  House  will  therefore  discover,  from  what  is 
for  rejecting  your  addition  to  your  fifth  amendment, 
Council  thought  it  necessary — after  your  first  paper  of 
its  had  been  laid  before  them,  and  most  of  them  agreed 
sake  of  immediately  establishing  an  office  so  usenil  to 
-to  offer  their  fourth  amendment  as  in  the  second  paper, 
lecting  and  transmitting  of  all  the  public  accounts  in 
sion  or  care  of  either  House  to  the  office  of  the  Auditor, 

1  forthwith  liquidated  and  settled,  all  which  might  pro- 
one  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly. 
>  the  direction  for  the  Auditor  to  examine  and  revise 
:lements,  and  report  all  substantial  errors  or  omissions, 
d  have  been  told,  and  they  think  from  authority,  that 
:er  lately,  in  a  neighboring  State,  by  such  revisal  of 
5,  had  discovered  an  error  of fifteen  hundred  pounds  in 
it  of  an  individual,  such  a  sum  standing  in  the  settle- 
charge  against  the  State,  when  it  should  have  stood  as 
gainst  that  individual  accountant  in  favor  of  the  State. 
1  instances  may  have  happened  in  a  long  train  of  ac- 
en  settled  under  a  variety  of  circumstances  productive 
s ;  and  as  such  revision  would  add  but  little  to  the 
'  the  State,  the  Council  deemed  it  prudent  to  direct  the 
lot  doubting  that  every  guardian  of  the  people's  rights 
rty  would  wish  to  be  informed  of  substantial  wrongs 
at  property,  and  therefore  Council  conceived  it  their 
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duty  to  point  out  this  as  saving  from  such 
adhere  to  that  fourth  amendment  as  in  the  sc 

Then  as  to  the  first  and  second  additional  < 
ed  by  the  Council,  as  in  the  second  paper,  1 
some  mode  for  calling  every  public  debtor, 
that  which  his  duty  and  trust  required,  that 
count  of  his  transactions  in  money  matters  i 
to  the  common  officer  of  the  State,  was  ab 
be  prescribed  to  render  that  officer  an  usefu 
and  as  your  honorable  House,  by  their  e 
amendments,  in  the  second  paper,  had  d 
clauses  in  the  original  bill  that  were  framec 
compelling  the  public  debtor,  or  trustee,  to  i 
pay  what  he  should  have  been  found  indebt 
summary  way,  the  Council,  by  their  first  and 
in  the  second  paper,  placed  a  delinquent  de 
on  the  same  footing  with  the  witness  who  wa 
or  against  the  delinquent,  by  enabling  the  Ai 
same  kind  and  form  of  compulsory  process  to 
before  him  as  by  the  same  tenth  section  of  1 
proved  of  by  your  honorable  House,  the  Au 
and  directed  to  use  for  the  appearance  of  th< 
was  the  surprise  of  the  Council  to  discover 
this  so  mild,  and,  as  they  conceive,  unexcej 
sary  power  of  the  Auditor — for  to  say  that  2 
left  to  his  sole  will  and  pleasure  whether  he 
trust,  and  yet  that,  if  he  pleases  to  come  forw 
persons  who,  by  accident  or  otherwise,  have 
conduct,  or  of  the  transactions  to  be  account 
pelled  by  a  form,  too  rigorous  for  the  delinq 
give  evidence  relative  to  the  subject  matter 
account.  As  many  such  delinquent  accounts 
where  no  bond  and  security  hath  been  given 
before  said  applies  to  such,  and  must  discow 
House  the  palpable  impropriety  of  appointi 
cise  the  power  of  settlement,  and  yet  withhc 
effecting  it.  Then,  as  to  such  whose  bonds  < 
include  the  right  of  suits  thereon  for  not  accc 
to  exercise  all  the  delays  and  chicanery  used 
Common  Law  Courts  before  even  a  judgmei 
had  thereon.  By  these  second  last  mention 
power  of  the  Auditor  over  him  is  no  more  th 
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s  witness,  which  is  to  compel  an  appearance  and  exhibit 
it ;  for  as  to  the  recovery  of  any  sum  declared  by  the 
:>  be  due  thereon,  the  suit,  on  his  bond  if  such  given, 
n  as  in  common  cases  of  debts  to  private  persons,  is  to 
it  and  pursued  in  the  Courts  of  Law.  Upon  the  whole, 
:il  hope  that  when  your  honorable  House  shall  be  pos- 
their  reasons  for  determining  as  they  have  on  the  nrst, 
id  third  papers  of  amendments,  they  will  concur  with 
:il,  and  not  let  so  useful,  necessary  and  important  a  bill 
rh,  and  be  lost  to  the  State,  and  thereby  remove  every 
that  might  be  suggested,  that  the  Representatives  of 
e,  or  any  of  them,  were  disposed  to  countenance  delin- 
the  public  servants  and  accountants. 

:ion,  by  order, 

tition  of  William  Simpson,  and  the  resolution  of  the 
Assembly  thereon,  were  read,  and  an  amendment  to 
esolution  was  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
d. 

tion,  by  order, 

solution  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  wait  on 
yke,  &c. ,  was  read  the  first  time  and  concurred  in,  and 
ars,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"  Tuesday,  P.  M.,  Feb.  4,  1783. 
otion, 

vedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  on  the 
this  House,  to  join  with  a  committee  to  be  appointed 
Council,  for  the  purpose  of  waiting  upon  N.  Vandyke, 
,  and  desiring  his  answer  with  respect  to  his  acceptance 
ffice  of  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State, 
1  he  was  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  on  Satur- 

cnembers  chosen :  Mr.  Duff,  Mr.  Molleston,  and  Mr. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 

for  concurrence." 
l 
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And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Collins  and  Willi* 
mittee  on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  join  witl 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  purpose  abov 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members 
and  Mr.  Joshua  Polk. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  of  Council,  f 
lutions  of  Congress  of  the  30th  of  October 
1 78 1,  as  amended  by  the  House  of  Assembl} 
the  Council,  be  sent,  together  with  the  orig 
paper  of  amendments,  to  the  House  of  Ass< 
currence ;  and  the  petition  of  William  Simps 
tion  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  wi 
proposed  thereto  by  the  Council ;  and  also  tl 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  wait  on  Mr. 
the  concurrence  and  appointment  of  the  Cou 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  according  t 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  f 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  Delaware  Regime 
New  Castle  County,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  sc 
curred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  A 
"Tuesday,  P. 

"Whereas  no  provision  hath  been  mad< 
"of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  now  cantoned  i 
"ty;  therefore 
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ed,  That  Samuel  Patterson,  Esquire,  Treasurer  of  this 
;  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  to  contract,  upon  the 
derate  terms  that  can  be  obtained,  for  supplying  the 
ment  with  rations  and  necessary  accommodations  dis- 
continuance in  this  State,  or  until  otherwise  provided 
that  the  said  Treasurer  apply  to  the  Superintendent 
ice  for  the  repayment  of  the  money  thus  expended  for 
stence  and  accommodation  of  the  said  troops  ;  and  in 
same  cannot  be  obtained,  he  is  hereby  empowered 
the  amount  of  such  expenditure  out  of  me  public  tax 
esent  year,  when  the  same  may  come  to  his  hands,  the 
:e  Treasurer's  accounts  thereof  being  first  adjusted  by 
sral  Assembly. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 

->x  concurrence.' ' 

on,  by  order, 

for  fitting  out  or  selling  the  State  schooner,  was  read 
1  time. 

ed  till  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
incil  met. 

%  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted  and 

0  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  levying  and  col- 
ers  sums  of  money  remaining  due  for  taxes  in  Conti- 
$  of  Credit  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes." 

le  member  also  delivered  a  letter,  dated  January  3d, 

1  the  Assistant  Secretary  at  War,  with  a  set  of  resolu- 
x>mpletine  the  Delaware  Regiment,  &c,  founded  on 
mentioned  letter. 

ies,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
Chair  the  resolution  of  Council,  founded  on  the  resolu- 
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tions  of  Congress  of  the  30th  October  and  : 
concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  tog€ 
attending  the  same. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  peti 
son,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assemb 
and  the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the 
by  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  a  resoluti< 
Assembly  for  the  payment  of  £  30  to  the  s 
and  an  order,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  ] 
for  the  said  sum  of  £  30  in  favor  of  the  sai< 
which  was  accordingly  signed  by  the  Speake 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  accoi 
and  Thomas  Duff,  Esqs.,  Commissioners  app 
certificates  given  by  the  Quartermaster's  anc 
partments. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petitions  of 
Abbott,  George  Abbott,  and  Charles  Will 
now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table,  whic 
time;  and  the  petition  of  Isaac  Short  was  reft 
Moore,  superintending  the  recruiting  of  the  1 
to  do  therein  what  the  good  of  the  service 
circumstances  of  Short's  company  may,  in  1 
and  an  amendment  was  proposed  by  the  Cou 
made  to  Capt.  James  Moore,  indorsed  on  the 
James  Abbott,  George  Abbott,  and  Charles  1 
and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  payment  of  ^30  t 
read  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  founded  on  the  letter  fro 
War,  for  completing  the  Delaware  Regiment 
time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  resolutions  we 
time,  and  some  amendments  were  proposed, 
dered  to  be  transcribed. 
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i,  That  Mr.  McDonough  deliver  to  the  House  of  As- 
e  engrossed  bill  for  preventing  and  punishing  the  coun- 
of  bank  notes,  &c,  with  the  original  and  amendments, 
0  be  compared  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  Assembly; 
from  the  Assistant  Secretary  at  War,  with  the  resolu- 
completing  the  Delaware  Regiment,  founded  thereon, 
per  of  amendments  thereto;  the  resolution  for  providing 
:e  for  the  Delaware  Regiment,  concurred  in  by  Council ; 
Dns  of  Isaac  Short,  James  Abbott  and  George  Abbott, 
es  Williams,  with  an  amendment  proposed  by  Council 
ference  indorsed  on  James  Abbott's  petition,  and  the 
rom  Council  to  the  Assembly. 

tied  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  Feb.  6,  1783. 
uncil  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Donough  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  com- 
him,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

>lleston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  re- 
t  engrossed  bill  for  preventing  and  punishing  the  coun- 
of  bank  notes,  &c,  (with  the  original)  signed  by  the 
)f  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  a  resolution  to  affix  the 
J  to  the  same. 

ne  member  delivered  the  resolutions  for  completing  the 
Regiment,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
cceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  accompanied  with 
the  said  resolutions,  as  amended,  for  the  concurrence 
uncil. 

me  member  delivered  the  petition  of  Isaac  Short,  with 
nee  to  Capt  James  Moore  indorsed  thereon,  concurred 
House  of  Assembly;  and  the  petitions  of  Jas.  Abbott 
?e  Abbott,  and  Charles  Williams,  with  the  amendments 
I  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 
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Ordered^  That  the  Speaker  of  the  Council 
venting  and  punishing  counterfeiting  of  ba 
accordingly  done. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  t 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assem; 

1  '  On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Come 
"  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  followin 

"  'An  act  for  preventing  and  punishing  the 
common  seal,  bank  bills  and  bank  notes  of  I 
tors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  North  Ai 
purposes  therein  mentioned.' 

"J AS.  BOOTH, 
"  Sent  for  concurrence." 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  for  completing  the  DeL 
amended,  were  read  and  concurred  in,  and  i 

"In  the  House  o: 
"Tuesday,  P. 

"The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  th 
"January  last,  from  the  Assistant  Secretary 
"their  report,  which  being  taken  into  consi 
"came  to  the  following  resolutions  thereon, 

"  Whereas  it  appears,  by  a  letter  from  tl 
"the  3d  day  of  January  last,  that  the  late 
"  Army  of  trie  United  States,  which  was  to  t 
"  day  of  the  said  month,  in  pursuance  of  th< 
"  gress  of  the  7th  of  August  last,  is  suspend* 
"  relates  to  this  State  until  the  first  day  of  M 
"  dition,  that  a  positive  assurance  be  given  £ 
"will  be  made  to  the  said  Regiment  on  or  be 
"fore 
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ved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  be  and 
treby  empowered  and  requested  to  write  to  the  Secre- 
War,  informing,  that  this  State  will  engage  to  complete 
aware  Regiment  to  four  companies  by  the  twenty-fifth 
March  next. 

Capt.  James  Moore  be  directed  forthwith  to  proceed  to 
sting  of  fifty-four  men  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
aware  Regiment  to  four  companies  ;  in  which  business 
govern  himself  in  all  things  agreeable  to  the  resolutions 
Seneral  Assembly  of  the  13th  of  November,  1781,  and 
•ebruary,  1782,  except  so  tar  as  the  same  relates  to  the 
allowed  to  each  recruit,  which  shall  be  the  sum  of  six 
and  no  more;  and  the  said  James  Moore  shall  be  en- 
>  the  same  rewards  and  emoluments  for  this  service  as 
:ified  in  the  said  resolutions. 

the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  be  and  he  is 
authorized  to  draw  his  orders  upon  the  Treasurer  of  this 
*om  time  to  time,  in  favor  of  the  said  James  Moore,  for 
ms  of  money  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  said  re- 
service,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  five 
I  and  fifty  pounds. 

whereas  it  hath  been  represented,  that  a  number  of 
•s  from  the  Delaware  Regiment  have  signified  their  de- 
pay  such  sums  of  money  for  their  discharge  therefrom 
in  the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly,  be  sufficient  to 
substitutes  to  serve  in  the  said  Regiment ;  therefore 

ved,  That  Capt.  James  Moore  be  and  he  is  hereby  em- 
i  and  directed  to  give  a  discharge  to  any  deserter  from 
esaid  Regiment  who  shall  pay  to  the  said  James  Moore, 
efore  the  tenth  day  of  March  next,  such  sum  of  money 
mall  deem  sufficient  to  procure  a  substitute  for  that 
:;  which  discharge  shall  be  as  valid,  to  all  intents  and 
s  whatsoever,  as  if  the  same  had  been  given  by  the 
Assembly. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CI' k  of  Assembly. 
for  concurrence." 

rratt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
le  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the 
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appointment  of  a  committee  of  conference, 
House  of  Assembly,  to  confer  with  a  comr 
the  subject  matter  of  the  amendments  proj 
raising  ,£26,250  for  the  service  of  the  presen 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Carty,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attei 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  t 
bly  to  adjourn,  to-morrow  in  the  forenoon, 
to  some  future  day. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 
ence  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amendme 
bill  for  raising  ^26, 250,  was  read,  and  thei 
verbal  message  was  proposed  at  the  table  an 

Gcnilctnttt : 

The  Council  are  at  loss  to  know  upon  wl 
or  practice  the  House  of  Assembly  have  f< 
tion  aforesaid,  as  the  Council  apprehend  th 
of  conference  are  appointed  and  had  betw* 
a  legislature,  they  are  to  communicate  the 
branch  may  have  for  a  difference  of  opinion 
or  measure,  after  to  be  represented  by  eaci 
their  respective  Houses.  In  the  present  < 
House  are  in  possession  of  the  reasons  whicl 
cil  to  make,  and  after  to  adhere  to,  their  am 
Bill ;  therefore  Council  apprehend,  that  a  co 
of  both  Houses,  either  in  the  manner  adopte 
their  resolution  now  before  Council  or  in  t 
will  not  answer  any  good  public  purpose, 
reasons  which  induced  the  House  of  Assei 
or  reject  the  amendments,  are  laid  before  the 
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f.  That  Mr.  McDonough  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
iliver  the  above  message. 

ion,  the  Council  now  concurred  in  the  references  made 
imes  Moore,  indorsed  on  the  petitions  of  Isaac  Short, 
>ott,  George  Abbott  and  Charles  Williams. 

f,  That  Mr.  McDonough  return  the  said  petitions  to 
:  of  Assembly,  and  deliver  the  bill  for  preventing  and 
the  counterfeiting,  &c,  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

led  till  to-morrow  at  9  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  Feb.  7th,  1783. 

jncil  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Donough  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  according 
er  of  yesterday. 

ion,  by  order, 

for  discharging  the  half  pay  of  officers  of  the  Delaware 
dying  in  the  service  to  tneir  widows,  &c,  was  read  the 
le  and  will  pass. 

i9  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  to 
by  the  Speaker  thereof. 

ion,  by  order, 

grossed  bill  for  levying  and  collecting  divers  sums  of 
maining  due  for  taxes  in  Continental  Bills  of  Credit, 
mtioned,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  first 

ion,  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time, 
\  Council,  and  was  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

it  That  Mr.  Grantham  deliver  the  foregoing  bills  to  the 
Assembly. 

uitham  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 
02 
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Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Ass< 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  resolutions  for 
Delegates  to  Congress. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met,  and 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  deliver  to  the 
the  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  aa 
&c. ,  with  its  several  amendments,  and  the  1 
stating  the  reasons  of  Council  for  their  adh 
their  amendments  to  the  same  bill. 

Mr.  Collins  reported  the  delivery  accordin 

On  motion,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a 
"A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  'A 
tion  oi  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the  Rive 
ware;'  "  whereupon  a  bill  for  that  purpose  1* 
and,  by  order,  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  sec 
the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  1 
House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideratioi 
together  with  the  resolutions  for  recruiting 
ment  to  four  companies. 

Mr.  Bryan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  dischargin 
the  widows  or  children  of  the  officers  of  tne 
&c,  and  also  the  bill  for  the  levying  and  cc 
of  money  remaining  due  for  taxes  in  Contin 
pectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Hou 
gether  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  A 
Great  Seal  to  the  said  bills. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  783. 


8ll 


f,  That  the  Speaker  si^n  the  bill  for  the  discharging  of 
ty  to  the  widows  or  children  of  the  officers  of  the  Dela- 
ment,  &c. ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

ion,  by  order, 

>lution  was  read  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  above 
laws,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

11  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Friday,  P.  M.,  Feb.  7,  1783. 
rtion, 

€d9  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
it  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 

zt  for  the  discharging  of  the  half  pay  to  the  widows  or 
of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  who  have 
nay  die  in  the  service  of  the  Continent;'  and 

:t  for  the  levying  and  collecting  divers  sums  of  money 
ig  due  for  taxes  in  Continental  Bills  of  Credit,  herein 
so,  and  for  other  purposes/ 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 
or  concurrence.' ' 

i,  That  the  said  bills,  respectively  signed  by  the 
and  the  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the 
curred  in  by  the  Council,  be  returned  to  the  House 
>ly  by  Mr.  W.  Polk ;  who  is  also  charged  with  the 
'  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  "A  supplementary  act  to 
tided  'An  act  for  the  protection  ot  the  trade  of  this 
le  Bay  and  River  of  Delaware.'  " 

ed  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Saturday,  A 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  men 

Mr.  Polk  now  reported  the  delivery  of  th 
mitted  to  him,  according  to  the  order  of  ye 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  accounts  of  Thomas  Duff  and  Philip 
their  services  as  commissioners  for  collectinj 
the  resolution  for  the  payment  of  the  sam« 
the  first  time. 

r  By  special  order,  the  said  resolution  was 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Ass 
"Wednesday,  A 

"Two  accounts  against  the  State  froi 
"Philip  Barratt,  Esquires,  for  their  servi 
*  *  in  the  execution  of  a  resolution  of  the  ( 
"the  1 8th  June,  1781,  for  ascertaining  the 
"issued  within  this  State  from  the  Quart 
"missary's  Departments,  were  read  and 
"Thomas  Dun,  Esq.,  ^11  :  7  :  6,  and  to 
"seven  pounds. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  F 
"the  State  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  th 

"J AS.  BOOTH 
"  Sent  for  concurrence." 

Whereupon  the  Speaker  signed  an  ord< 
favor  of  the  said  T.  Duff  and  P.  Barratt,  1 

On  motion,  by  order, 

An  account  of  Robert  Bryan,  Treasurer  ( 
for  ^255  :  19  14,  and  its  vouchers,  were  1 
count  was  allowed. 
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tion,  by  order, 

solution  for  the  payment  of  the  same  was  read  and  con- 
and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

1  c  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

14  Thursday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  30,  1783, 

:count  of  Robert  Bryan,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  New  Castle 
,  was  read,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-five 
nineteen  shillings  and'four  pence,  being  for  money  ad- 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment, 
cash  paid  for  rations  for  them  from  the  19th  of  January, 
to  the  28th  following,  inclusive;  which  said  account  was 
;  and  thereupon 

vedy  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order 
State  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  to  the 
d  Robert  Bryan. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CIy k  of  Assembly. 

for  concurrence. ' ' 

upon  .the  Speaker  signed  an  order  for  that  purpose. 

dy  That  Mr.  Grantham  return  the  foregoing  accounts, 
and  orders,  and  the  resolutions  for  the  payment  of  the 
h  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  to  the  House 
ibly. 

antham,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  accord- 
ler. 

mmittee  appointed  by  Council  to  join  the  House  of  As- 
r  the  purpose  of  waiting  on  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esq.,  to 
ie  would  accept  the  office  of  President  and  Commander- 
[>f  this  State,  report  that  the  joint  committee  aforesaid 
1  Mr.  Vandyke  and  requested  that  he  would  please  to 
f  the  committee  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  Presi- 
Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State  ;  whereupon  he  was 
)  declare  his  acceptance  of  the  said  office. 

)uncil  now  went  into  the  nomination  of  persons  to  be 
or  as  Privy  Councillors,  and  Gunning  Bedford,  Esq., 
•les  Pope,  John  Lea,  Esq.,  and  Alexander  Porter,  jr., 
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Esq.,  were  put  into  nomination,  to  be  bal 
noon. 

Mr.  Carty,  a  member  of  Assembly,  rett 
"A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled* '/ 
tion  of  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the  Ri\ 
ware,'  "  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  He 
gether  with  a  resolution  to  affix  the  Great  £ 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  sign  the  saic 
cordingly  done. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  res< 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Asse* 

"On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Com 
11  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  followii 

"  CA  supplementary  act  to  the  act  enti 
"protection  of  the  trade  of  this  State  on 
"Delaware." 

"JAS.  BOOTH, 

"  Sent  for  concurrence." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  deliver  the  fc 
lution,  signed  and  concurred  in  by  the  Cou 
Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

incil  met,  and  proceeded  to  the  balloting  for  Privy 
i  out  of  the  persons  before  put  into  nomination,  and 
being  examined,  it  appeared  that  Gunning  Bedford, 
John  Lea,  Esq.,  were  unanimously  elected  members 
y  Council. 

aker  of  the  Council  now  waited  on  the  President  and 
id  as  well  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  declaration  of 
xibed  by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Constitution 
te,  as  the  oath  of  office,  to  his  Excellency,  Nicholas 
Esq.,  President  of  the  Delaware  State. 

t  Council  took  into  consideration  the  per  diem  wages 
ital  charges  of  the  Council,  and  the  following  accounts 
sd,  viz:* 

»  Council  adjourned  till  Monday,  the  26th  day  of  May 
set  at  the  Town  of  Dover. 


ints  are  not  recorded. 
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ADJOURNED  SESSION,  MAY,  1783. 


»eting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  Kent 
/  adjournment,  on  Monday,  the  26th  day  of  May,  A. 
1  quorum  of  the  members  not  attending,  the  Council 
from  day  to  day  until  Tuesday,  the  3d  day  of  June, 


Tuesday,  P.  M.,  June  3d,  1783. 

mcil  met.     Present  tlje  following  members,  viz  : 

v  Castle  County — Isaac  Grantham. 

\t  County — The  Honorable  John  Cook,  John  Baning, 
assett 

sex  County — Joshua  Polk. 

\  That  Mr.  Grantham  and  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  be  a  corn- 
wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  to  inform 
the  Council,  having  formed  an  House,  are  ready  to 
j  business  which  he  may  have  to  lay  before  them. 

ed  till  to-morrow. 
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Wednesdj 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  mem 
and  also  Mr.  Read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  his  I 
dent,  now  reported  that  they  had  waited  or 
the  message  committed  to  them,  agreeable 
terday,  when  he  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to  s 
municated  his  business,  by  way  of  message, 
sembly,  which  in  its  due  course  would  come 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  A.  B 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  mem 

Mr.  Molleston,  a  member  of  the  House  < 
ing,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chai 
President  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
gether  with  its  inclosures. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  me 
sures,  were  severally  read,  and  the  said  mes 
words,  viz  : 

4 '  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

4 '  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  the  1 
"event  of  peace,  liberty  and  independenc 
4  *  States  by  the  preliminary  treaties  between 
* 4  ers.  The  accomplishment  of  these  objec 
44  of  Divine  Providence,  and  the  aid  of  on 
''placed  America  in  an  equal  station  amoni 
44  Earth. 

44  Her  attention  should  now  be  undiverte 
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worthy  of  the  virtuous  struggles  by  which  she  has,  in  her 
dent  conflict,  acquired  her  elevation  ;  and  I  hope,  a  reg- 
dministration  of  justice,  and  a  due  veneration  of  national 
will  render  her  as  respectable  in  peace  as  she  has  been 
lous  in  war. 

ring  your  late  recess,  I  have  received  the  following  public 
i — from  the  President  of  Congress,  of  the  8th  and  24th 
>ruary  last,  and  the  6th  and  9th  of  May  instant — from  the 
tary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  of  the  3d  of  January  and  the 
April — from  the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  of  the  22d 
bruary,  the  2d,  20th  and  25th  of  March,  the  12th  and 
>f  April,  and  the  9th,  12th  and  20th  of  May. 

se  letters,  with  their  enclosures,  I  have  directed  the 
tary  to  lay  before  you.  To  such  of  these  papers  as  re- 
your  immediate  attention,  I  am  persuaded  it  is  needless 
t  to  urge  it,  being  well  convinced  of  your  disposition  to 
11  necessary  dispatch  to  the  public  business. 


4 'NICHOLAS  VANDYKE. 


/er,  31  May,  1783." 
lrned  till  to-morrow. 


Friday,  June  6th,  1783. 
Council  met.  .  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
irned  till  to-morrow. 
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Saturda5 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  memb 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Ass< 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  altering  ] 
cle  of  the  Confederation. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  CI 
bill  to  the  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  ( 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  C 
part  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent 
goods  and  chattels,  by  virtue  of  executions, 
a  limited  time,  and  for  other  purposes.' ' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  altering  part  of  the  8th  Artie 
tion,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  the  ft 
Government,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  repealing  part  of  an  act  entii 
vent  the  sales  oi  lands,  goods  and  chattels, 
tions,  in  certain  cases,  for  a  limited  time,  and  1 
was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion, 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  si 
letter  from  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  to 
State,  dated  the  20th  of  May  last ;  and  it  was 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 
way  of  a  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  "Ai 
more  effectually  carrying  into  execution  certs 
of  the  twentieth  and  twenty-seventh  days  of  ] 
in  order  to  further  enable  the  commissioners  j 
said  acts  of  Congress  to  perform  their  respe 
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^vision  for  the  speedy  and  effectual  recovery  from  indi- 
f  debts  due  and  effects  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

r  ordered,  That  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett,  and  Mr.  Grant- 
committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

)tion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  for  leave  of  absence  for  a  few 
account  of  his  necessary  attendance  on  a  court  in  Cecil 
in  Maryland,  the  same  application,  on  account  of  the 
ate  of  tne  public  business  now  before  the  Council,  and  a 
y  of  a  deficiency  of  members,  was  rejected. 

upon  a  notification  from  the  Speaker  of  the  Council, 
to  the  justices  of  the  said  court,  stating  the  reasons  of 
ett's  non-attendance  on  the  said  court,  was  requested 
ted,  and  signed  accordingly  by  the  Speaker. 

ned  till  Monday  next. 


Monday,  June  9th,  1783. 
mncil  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday 

►mmittee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill,  by 
upplement  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  aiding  and 
ctually  carrying  into  execution  certain  acts  of  Congress 
th  and  27th  days  of  February  last  past,"  now  reported 
had  essayed  a  draught  of  such  a  supplementary  bill, 
s  laid  on  the  table  for  the  consideration  of  the  Council. 

illiam  Polk  attended  in  the  Council,  and,  at  his  seat, 
excuse  for  his  non-attendance  at  an  earlier  period  in  the 
ession;  which  was  admitted. 

ition,  by  order, 

ill  entitled  "A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled 
for  aiding  and  more  effectually  carrying  into  execution 
:ts  of  Congress  of  the  20th  and  27th  days  of  February 
1  "  was  read  the  first  time. 
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By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  s 
third  reading  thereof  ordered  to-morrow  mo 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  altering  part  of  the  8th  Article 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  same  was 
tion,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein  the  J 
is  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  meml 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  entitlec 
and  more  effectually  carrying  into  execution 
gress  of  the  twentieth  and  twenty-seventh  d 

Cast,"  passed  the  22d  day  of  June,  1782,  was 
y  paragraphs,  and  will  pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  deliver 
House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration 
gether  with  the  letter  from  the  Superintendei 
to  the  subject  matter  of  the  same  bill ;  and  t 
House  the  President's  Message  of  the  31st 
of  the  letters  and  papers  accompanying  the  1 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  dc 
papers  committed  to  him,  according  to  orde 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consider 
altering  part  of  the  8th  Article  of  the  Confe 
proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  divers  ame 
same  was  further  postponed  until  to-morrow 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 
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Wednesday,  June  nth,  1783. 
incil  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

ty,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
red  to  the  Chair  a  bill  to  invest  the  Congress  of  the 
ites  with  a  power  to  levy  duties,  &c. 

ion,  by  order,  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
irt  of  the  8th  Article  of  the  Confederation,  was  now 
in,  and  the  several  amendments  proposed  to  the  same 
id  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

\  That  Mr.  William  Polk  return  the  said  bill,  with  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  to  the 
Assembly. 

k  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

ion,  by  order, 

\  to  invest  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  with  a 
evy  duties,  &c,  was  read  the  first  time. 

ion,  by  order, 

to  repeal  part  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent 
->i  lands,  goods  and  chattels,  by  virtue  of  executions, 
cases,  for  a  limited  time,  and  for  other  purposes,' '  was 
econd  time,  and  sundry  amendments  to  the  same  bill 
osed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

les,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
ted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  altering  part 

Article  of  the  Confederation,  together  with  the  paper 
nents  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by 

of  Assembly,  except  as  to  that  part  of  the  first  amend- 
>osed  by  the  Council,  with  respect  to  the  preamble  of 
dich  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

ion,  by  order, 

incil  took  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  amend- 
►osed  by  them  to  the  bill  for  altering  part  of  the  8th 
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Article  of  the  Confederation,  which  was 
House  of  Assembly,  and  receded  therefrom 
said  bill,  with  the  amendments  proposed  1 
acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  shoi 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  return 
amendments  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  a 
the  Council  have  receded  from  that  part  of 
the  same  bill  which  was  disagreed  to  t>y  the 
and  that  he  also  return  to  that  House  the  bii 
of  lands,  goods  and  chattels,  by  virtue  of  < 
cases,  for  a  limited  time,  and  for  other  pui 
the  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto 
their  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursda 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  merr 

Mr.  Polk  now  reported  the  delivery  of  tin 
mitted  to  him,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  yes 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  invest  the  Congress  of  the 
power  to  levy  duties  upon  all  goods,  wares, 
ported  into  this  State,  &c,  was  read  the  i 
further  consideration  thereof  is  postponed  ti 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 
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Friday,  June  13th,  1783. 

until  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Clayton,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
id  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  accounts  of  Peter  White, 
iver  of  Supplies  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  together  with 
i  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Accounts  and  the  proceed- 
e  House  of  Assembly  on  die  said  accounts. 

tion,  by  order, 

U  to  invest  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  with  a 
levy  duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
into  this  State,  &c,  was  read  the  third  time,  by  para- 
nd  on  the  question  being  put,  whether  the  words  [the 
ssuages  and  tenements],  in  the  5th  line  of  the  4th  page 
1,  should  be  left  out,  and  the  words  [all  the  taxable  pro- 
i  and  personal],  should  be  inserted  in  their  stead,  the 
as  divided,  and  the  Speaker  gave  his  casting  vote  in 
he  amendment,  and  the  amendment  being  so  carried, 
ind  nays  were  desired  by  Mr.  William  Polk.  They  are 
,  to  wit : 

amendment — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Grantham. 

/  it — Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Joshua  Polk,  Mr.  Baning. 

le  Council  proceeded  in  the  further  consideration  of  the 
and  divers  other  amendments  thereto  were  proposed, 
,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed,  and  sent,  together  with 
o  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and 
ice,  by  Mr.  William  Polk. 

application  of  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  for  leave  of  absence  till 
z  on  Monday  next,  the  same  was  granted  him. 

ned  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Saturda- 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  mem 
except  Mr.  Joshua  Polk. 

Mr.  William  Polk  now  reported  the  cU 
committed  to  him,  agreeable  to  the  order  of 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Ass 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message,  of  the 
his  Excellency,  the  President,  with  its  inclos 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  mess; 
were  severally  read,  and  the  said  message  is 

"Gentlemen: 

"  The  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  a  1 
"  ceived  from  our  Delegates  in  Congress,  ai 
"  mittee  of  that  honorable  body,  on  the  subj 

"The  letter  explains  the  views  of  the  Del< 
"those  proceedings,  and  points  out  the  nt 
"structions  on  that  important  subject  be  f 
"as  possible. 

"  Gentlemen — The  evidences  of  titles  to  1 
"posited  in  the  Land  Office  in  Philadelphia 
"the  care  of  any  person,  and  the  necessity  < 
' '  brought  and  committed  to  the  keeping  < 
1  *  able  officer  within  the  State,  from  which 
"vidual  interested  will  be  able  to  obtain  1< 
"  duced  me  to  mention  this  subject,  and  to 
"  same  may  be  taken  and  provided  for  by  t 
"  as  soon  as  possible. 

"NI 

"Dover,  14  June,  1783." 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  the  i 
Government,  was  read  the  second  time,  an 
thereof  being  taken  into  consideration,  th 
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er  the  said  bill  shall  be  rejected  or  not?"  and  it  was 
1  the  affirmative. 

upon  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  William 
hey  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

?  affirmative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Grantham. 

?  negative — Mr.  William  Polk. 

ayton,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
lelivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  verbal  message  from 
se  of  Assembly  to  the  Council,  viz  : 

nen: 

House  of  Assembly  having  considered  the  amendments 
by  your  honorable  body  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  with  the  power  to  levy 
upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into 
ite  from  beyond  the  seas,  for  a  limited  time,  and  for  es- 
ng  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  interest  arising  on  the  pub- 
t/  and  apprehending  that  this  business  would  be  accel- 
by  a  communication  of  opinion  thereon,  propose  that  a 
ttee  of  conference  be  appointed  for  this  purpose,  and 
re  have,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  appointed  the  follow- 
iferees :  Mr.  Peery,  Mr.  Clayton,  and  Mr.  Barratt,  who 
jet  at  one  o'clock  this  afternoon,  if  your  honorable  House 
herein." 

ouncil  acceded  to  the  above  mentioned  proposition)  and 
>ointed,  on  their  part,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett,  and  Mr. 
n,  to  join  with  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
siness  above  mentioned,  proposing  the  hour  of  4  o'clock 
hour  of  meeting. 

td,  That  Mr.  Grantham  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
|r,  with  the  concurrence  and  appointment  of  the  Council 


rantham  reported  the  delivery  of  the  same  according  to 

ean,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
rered  to  the  Chair  Capt.  James  Moore  s  accounts  and 
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vouchers  for  superintending  the  recruiting 
together  with  the  report  of  the  committee 
sembly  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


Monday 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  mem 
and  also  Mr.  Joshua  Polk. 

Mr.    Molleston,  a  member  of  the  Horn 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill 
ascertaining  the  daily  allowance  to  meml 
Assembly,  &c. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Tuesd 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  meml 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  the  House  of  A 
ted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled 
twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  f 
year  1783." 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  sign  a  joint  c 
Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  ,£12,000,  payable  1 
gress,  or  the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  in 
requisitions  of  Congress  of  the  30th  of  Oct 
vember,  1781;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  repealing  an  act  ascertaining  tl 
members  of  the  General  Assembly,  was  rea< 
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tion,  by  order, 

II  for  raising  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds 
rvice  of  the  year  1783,  was  read  the  first  time. 

tion, 

?dt  That  the  President's  Message  of  the  14th  instant, 
itter  addressed  to  the  President  from  the  Delegates  of 

in  Congress,  and  the  inclosed  report  of  a  committee 
?ss  on  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  of  the  2d 
y,  1 78 1,  respecting  the  cession  of  that  State  to  the 
tates  of  all  the  lands  northwest  of  the  River  Ohio, 
xompanied  the  same  message)  be  referred  to  a  com- 

report  thereon. 

embers  chosen,  are  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett,  and  Mr. 
>olk. 

tion,  by  order, 

1  for  repealing  an  act  ascertaining  the  daily  allowance  to 
of  the  General  Assembly,  was  read  the  second  time, 
ry  amendments  thereto  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and 
d  be  transcribed. 

tion,  by  order, 

solution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment 
legates  from  this  State  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
lien  was  delivered  to  the  Council  at  their  last  sitting, 
read  the  first  time. 

cial  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
lendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
d. 

ij  That  Mr.  Grantham  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
>r  repealing  an  act  ascertaining  the  daily  allowance  to 
of  the  General  Assembly,  with  a  paper  of  amendments 
by  the  Council  thereto;  and  also  the  resolution  for  the 
of  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress,  with  a 
intendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  for  their 
tion  and  concurrence;  and  that  he  also  return  to  that 
e  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  the  further  security 
vernment,  with  the  rejection  of  the  Council  thereto. 

aed  till  to-morrow. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


832 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUN( 


Wednesd 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  me 

Mr.  Grantham  now  reported  the  delive 
mitted  to  him,  according  to  the  order  of  3 

On  motion,  by  order, 

Capt.  Moore's  general  account,  and  t 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon 
amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to 

Mr.  Molleston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  i 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  supplementary  bill  to 
the  depreciation  of  the  pay  accounts  of  dr 
eral  departments  of  the  army,  &c. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  bill  f 
suits,  &c. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  as 
tion  of  the  pay  accounts  of  divers  persons 
ments  of  the  army,  &c,  was  read  the  firsl 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  preventing  vexatious  suits, 
time. 

Mr.  Clayton,  a  member  of  Assembly,  * 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  auditing  and 
of  this  State,  and  for  the  more  speedy  anc 
the  same,  together  with  the  several  pape 
posed  thereto  by  both  Houses  at  their  las 
ditional  amendments  proposed  by  the  Hou 
present  meeting,  to  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  s 
to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  President 
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ame  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
se  of  Assembly  for  erecting  a  tombstone  over  the  grave 
tel  Haslet. 

ime  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
y  respecting  an  adjournment 

edt  That  Mr.  Baning  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
core's  general  account,  with  a  paper  of  amendments  pro- 
ereto  by  the  Council,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
se  of  Assembly  thereon. 

aning  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

rned  to  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  June  19th,  1783. 

ouncil  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

3tion,  by  order, 

ill  for  raising  ,£22,500,  was  read  the  second  time. 

layton,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
nd  delivered  Capt.  James  Moore's  general  account,  with 
ndments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  agreed  to  by 
se  of  Assembly. 

'ouncil,  taking  up  the  accounts  of  Capt.  James  Moore 
lg  the  recruiting  service  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
1  they  were  referred,  do  concur  with  the  House  of  As- 
n  the  allowance  of  the  same  as  they  stand  stated  in  the 
account  thereof;  and  it  is  thereupon 

med9  That  Capt.  Moore  deliver  the  particular  vouchers, 
ng  the  charges  stated  in  his  general  account  aforesaid,  to 
c  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  order  to  support  a  charge 
he  United  States. 

•ed  also,  That  Capt.  James  Moore  transfer,  by  way  of 
05 
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assignment,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  to  Maj 
evidences  and  securities  for  ^139  :  5  13,  s 
as  outstanding  and  owing  to  the  Delawai 
Polk  and  John  Clowes,  Esquires,  Charles 
Donnaven,  exclusive  of  the  sum  of  ,£50  : 
the  foot  of  the  general  account,  now  exh 
the  General  Assembly;  which  said  sum  of 
William  Peery  is  hereby  directed  to  receive 
to  the  State  Treasurer. 

And  it  is  further 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Moore  be  serve< 
orders. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  retun 
sembly  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  Cap 
deliver  to  that  House  the  resolutions  of  t 
the  same,  for  their  consideration  and  conct 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  thereof  a 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  the  He 
admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  res 
respecting  Capt.  Moore's  accounts,  with  t 
House  of  Assembly  thereto. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  tl 
of  the  14th  instant,  accompanied  with  a  let 
of  this  State  in  Congress,  on  the  subject  c 
laid  their  report  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  report  wa 

By  special  order,   the  same  was  read 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  the  i 
Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and  cone 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  accorc 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  asc 
tion  of  the  pay  accounts  of  divers  persons 
ments  of  the  army,  &c,  was  read  the  sec 
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ients  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 

*ed,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  return  the  said  bill,  with  the 
f  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  to  the 
>f  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

'oik  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

arty,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
vered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assem- 
ie  at  their  last  sitting,  directing  a  report  of  the  state  of 
>unts  between  this  State  and  the  United  States,  with  a 
>n  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  seventy  - 
nds  to  Wm.  Peery,  Esq.,  for  public  services  performed. 

irned  till  to-morrow  at  7  o'clock. 


Friday,  June  20,  1783. 

Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  additional  amend- 
roposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for  auditing 
mging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  and  agreed  thereto,  and 
►posed  further  additional  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  by 
r  in  the  4th  page  of  the  House  of  Assembly's  transcribed 
line  but  one  and  next  before  the  words  [any  law,  usage 
m  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding],  the  following  words: 
han  for  any  overplus  of  the  specific  sum  directed  to  be 
i  the  annual  tax  acts  occasioned  by  an  excess  of  rate  laid 
y  deficiencies  and  the  charge  of  collection]. 

*edt  That  Mr.  Read  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
g  bill,  with  the  additional  amendments  proposed  by  that 
igreed  to  by  the  Council,  and  a  further  additional  amend- 
oposed  by  the  Council  to  the  said  bill. 

Lead  reported  the  delivery  thereof,  according  to  order, 
[ouse  of  Assembly. 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  ,£22,500  for  the  ser 
was  read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs, 
and  question,  "  Whether  the  power  of  col 
in  one  person  in  each  county,  he  to  be  ac< 
tor's  office  by  rendering  his  accounts  the 
before  the  20th  day  of  January  and  10th  d 
finally  accounting  there  on  the  said  10th  d; 
the  meantime  to  the  State  Treasurer,  on  tl 
ber  and  March  next,  the  several  proportion 
in  each  county,  thereby  changing  the  m< 
the  collectors  of  hundreds  and  their  accour 
County  Treasurer,  and  by  him  to  the  I 
Council  determined  in  favor  of  the  questio: 

Whereupon  Mr.  William  Polk  required 
the  above  question.     They  are  as  follows: 

For  the  question — Messrs.  Read,  Bassett 
ing. 

Against  it — Mr.  William  Polk,  and  Mr. 

Then  the  Council  proceeded  in  the  furth 
said  bill,  and  divers  other  amendments  wei 
and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  A; 
sideration  and  concurrence,  together  with 
Bassett;  who  reported  the  delivery  accordi 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  the  House  of 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  t 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  upon  tl 
Moore  and  Doctor  Tilton,  and  the  petition 
formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  Delaware  Reg 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  i 
Ginnethan  Harney. 

Mr.  Ridgely,  a  member  of  the  House 
mitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill : 
the  service  of  the  year  1783,  with  the  papc 
posed  thereto  by  the  Council,  disagreed  t< 
sembly  except  as  to  their  first  part  of  the  4 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  the  House  of  A 
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vered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging 
mts  of  this  State,  &c. ,  and  the  further  additional  amend- 
Dposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House 
ibly,  together  with  a  further  amendment  proposed  by  the 
f  Assembly  to  the  same  bill;  which,  by  order,  was  read, 
id  and  agreed  to.  Upon  the  question  being  put,  it  was 
ed  in  Council  unanimously  that  the  blank  in  the  bill  for 
and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State  and  for  the 
actual  settlement  of  the  same,  be  filled  up  with  the  name 
ar  McComb,  Esquire. 

edt  That  the  said  bill,  as  amended  and  agreed  to,  be  en- 

harles  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
and  returned  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Council  to 
as  referred  the  President's  Message  of  the  14th  June, 
:ompanied  with  a  letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  State 
ubject  of  the  back  lands,  with  an  amendment  proposed" 
>y  the  House  of  Assembly. 

olleston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
n  account  of  James  Booth,  Esquire,  for  public  services 
gainst  the  Delaware  State,  amounting  to  ,£74  :  12  :  10,  ( 
with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  pay- 
£24.  :  12  :  10,  the  balance  of  the  above  account,  to  the 
es  Booth. 

ime  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  account  of 
irty,  Esquire,  late  Assistant  Commissary  of  Purchases, 
lg  to  ^1997  :  18  :  4,  together  with  a  resolution  of  the 
f  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  ^500  to  Isaac  Carty,  Esq. 

)tion,  by  order, 

rill  for  preventing  vexatious  suits,  &c,  was  read  the 
ime. 

rned  till  to-morrow. 
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Saturd 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  menr 

The  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  an 
&c,  being  engrossed,  was  read,  compared 
Speaker. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration 
raents  as  were  proposed  by  them  and  disagr 
of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for  raising  ,£22,500 
present  year,  and  receded  from  all  so  disa 
proposed  enacting  clause  in  the  6th  amend 
adhered,  and  proposed  a  paper  of  further 
same  bill,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  order 
.and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  accom 
lowing  message,  drawn  up  at  the  tame,  read 

Gentlemen : 

We  return  your  second  Tax  Bill  for  the  p 
first  paper  of  amendments,  the  most  materi 
'  disagreed  to,  and  you  will  then  discover,  t 
receded  from  all  those  amendments  so  disag 
posed  enacting  clause  in  the  sixth  amendmei 
consider  as  necessary  to  be  adopted  upon  th 
of  the  Auditor's  Bill,  which  has  received  the 
honorable  House.  We  send  you  also  a  sec< 
ments  framed  on  the  same  principles,  to  pr< 
in  the  provision  of  the  two  bills  aforesaid  a 
counting  by  the  respective  County  Treasure 

Gendemen — Be  assured,  that  we  have  witl 
ments  relative  to  the  mode  of  collection  and 
tax,  granted  by  this  bill  for  the  year,  not  fi 
our  sentiments  expressed  in  our  message  tc 
fourth  of  February  last,  with  respect  to  whi 
awful  silence.  The  framing  of  this  second  I 
the  first,  without  answering  the  reasons  assij 
their  proposed  amendments  to  substantial  j 
mode  of  conducting  business  of  legislation  i 
what  the  Council  conceive  to  be  parliamen 
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iractice  in  this  State.  The  Council  consider  the  delay  of 
norable  House,  in  taking  up  this  subject  of  the  annual 
so  late  in  the  session,  as  an  apology  to  the  public  and 
res,  for  assenting  to  the  continuance  of  a  plan  of  collec- 
the  State-tax  as  heretofore  used,  apparently  inadequate 
roductive.  As  the  Council  must  either  recede  from  their 
tided  and  unanswered  amendments,  or  lose  the  supplies 
year,  they  have  considered  the  first  as  the  lesser  incon- 
,  because  temporary,  and  may  be  provided  against  in 

•men  of  the  House  of  Assembly — We  cannot  here  omit 
otice  of  a  further  striking  fact  in  support  of  our  proposed 
11  in  the  plan  of  collection  and  account  of  the  State-tax 
is  been  afforded  since  our  former  message  on  this  subject, 
le  total  silence  of  the  several  persons  to  whom  the  reso- 
>f  the  General  Assembly,  passed  the  thirty-first  January, 
ere  addressed  and  delivered,  respecting  the  collection 
xmt  of  the  State-tax  of  the  year  1781,  particularly  the 
Treasurers,  who  were  to  be  the  first  and  principal  actors 
lose  resolutions,  two  of  whom  are  members  of  your  hon- 
[ouse. 

edK  That  Mr.  Bassett  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
bill,  with  the  paper  of  further  amendments  proposed 
by  the  Council,  and  the  foregoing  message;  and  that  he 
iver  the  Auditor's  bill,  engrossed  and  signed  by  the 
,  with  the  original  bill,  for  comparison,  and  in  order  to 
d  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

assett  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Council  took  into  consideration  the  amendment  proposed 
louse  of  Assembly  to  the  instructions  proposed  by  the 
to  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the  Congress  of  the 
States,  and  agreed  to  the  said  proposed  amendment,  and 
t9  as  was  agreed  to  by  both  Houses,  are  as  follows: 

:tions  from  the  General  Assembly  of  Delaware 
ie  Delegates  of  the  said  State  to  the  Congress 
e  United  States  of  America. 

en: 

of  the  eleventh  instant  to  the  President  of  this  State, 
mied  with  the  report  of  a  committee  of  Congress  on  the 
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act  of  the  Legislature  of   Virginia  of  th 
1 78 1,  respecting  the  cession  offered  by  tha 
States,  of  all  the  lands  northwest  of  the 
before  us,  and  after  full  consideration  and 
the  premises,  we  are  decidedly  of  opinii 
justly  entitled  to  a  right,  in  common  wit 
of  the  Union,  to  all  that  extensive  tract  of 
the  westward  of  the  frontiers  of  the  Unite 
of  which  was  not  vested  in,  or  granted 
commencement  of  the  present  war;  or  whi 
hereafter  be,  gained  from  the  King  of  Grea 
Indians,  by  the  blood  and  treasure  of  all,  s 
be  a  common  estate,  to  be  granted  out  on 
United  States. 

We  are  the  more  strongly  impressed  1 
because  well  assured,  that  every  idea  held 
paper  or  otherwise,  at  the  commencemen 
diametrically  opposite  to  the  acceptance  b 
the  cession  now  proposed. 

Why  is  this  partial  cession  proposed,  an< 
fetterred  ? 

The  States  are,  or  are  not,  entitled  to  t 
of  the  lands  in  dispute.  If  entided,  then 
is  proposed  is,  must  and  will  be  hereaft 
dereliction  of  their  right  to  the  residue. 

We  apprehend  the  considering  of  thes< 
disputable  right  of  the  United  States  in  o 
to  be  granted  out  on  terms  beneficial  to  tl 
consistent  with  justice  and  so  indispensibly 
peace  and  welfare  of  the  Union,  that  we  fe 
alarmed  at  such  a  seeming  disinclination, 
appears  in  our  sister  State,  in  giving  up  < 
demands  from  her. 

We  judge  this  business  to  be  of  the  fii 
interesting  to  us  and  our  posterity;  and  fl 
conceive  no  time  should  be  lost  in  bring 
and  we  expect  and  desire,  that  you  will  pos 
of  this  State,  in  common  with  the  other  Sfc 
the  westward  of  the  frontiers  of  the  Unite 
pressed. 
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iat  if  any  particular  doubts  or  difficulties  present  them- 
vour  minds  on  the  above  question,  supposing  the  ground 
hould  be  changed,  or  on  any  other  question  of  great 
agitated,  or  likely  to  be  soon  controverted  in  Congress, 
communicate  them  fully  to  the  President  of  this  State, 
nay  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of  convening 
slature  and  taking  their  sense  thereon  for  your  further 

>tion,  by  order, 

solution  for  erecting  a  tombstone  over  the  grave  of  Col. 
vas  read  the  first  time. 

»cial  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  concurred 
s  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  18,  1783. 

House  having  taken  into  consideration  that  part  of  the 
je  from  his  Excellency,  the  President,  of  the  thirteenth 
,  recommending  that  something  monumental  be  erected 
place  of  interment  of  the  body  of  Colonel  John  Haslet, 
obly  fell  in  the  defence  of  the  freedom  of  America, 

>Ived9  That  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress  be 
rered  to  cause  a  tombstone  to  be  erected  over  the  grave 
deceased,  at  the  expense  of  this  State,  with  such  inscrip- 
lereon  as  they  shall  think  proper,  expressive  of  the  high 
1  this  State  entertains  for  the  memory  of  that  worthy 
and  patriot;  and  that  the  President  be  empowered  to 
lis  oraer  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  any  sum  not  exceed- 
enty  pounds  to  defray  the  expense  thereof. 

"J  AS.  BOOTH,  Cr  k  of  Assembly. 
t  for  concurrence." 

otion,  by  order, 

^solution  of  tHe  House  of  Assembly  founded  on  the  re- 
the  Committee  of  Accounts  on  the  accounts  of  Peter 
vas  read  and  concurred  in. 

otion,  by  order, 
106 
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The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assemb 
j£75  to  Wm.  Peery,  Esq.,  was  read  and  cc 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  payment  of  ,£24  : 
Esquire,  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  issuing  a  certificate  1 
was  read  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  W.  Polk  return  to  tl 
the  several  foregoing  resolutions,  concurn 
Council,  together  with  the  several  accoui 
resolutions  are  respectively  founded;  and  1 
that  House  the  instructions  of  the  Counc 
Congress,  with  the  amendment  proposed 
of  Assembly  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  accordinj 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  the  House  of  A 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  app 
adjust  the  Loan  Office  accounts  of  Kent  s 
Vming's  estate. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  reso 
of  ;£2oo  to  James  Adams,  printer,  accomp; 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resc 
the  allowance  to  the  Delegates  to  Congress 
lutions  of  the  last  sitting,  as  amended  by 
by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  t 
appointing  commissioners  for  establishing 
tion,  &c. 

Mr.  Clayton,  a  member  of  Assembly,  w 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  directing  t 
discharge  the  balance  due  on  Robert  Morr 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  appointing  a  committer 
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ccounts  of  Kent  County  so  far  as  respects  Mr.  Vining's 
fee,  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

hereupon  the  Council  have  appointed,  on  their  part,  John 
tea.,  to  join  with  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
le  business  above  mentioned. 

otion,  by  order, 

petition  of  James  Adams,  printer,  and  the  resolution  of 
ise  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  ^200  to  the  said  Jas. 
were  read  and  concurred  in. 

lotion,  by  order, 

esolution  for  ascertaining  the  allowance  to  the  Delegates 
ress,  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"  Saturday,  June  21,  1783. 

[ereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  allowance  to  the  Dele- 
from  this  State  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
ica,  be  fixed  and  ascertained,  and  that  a  regular  represen- 
of  this  State  in  Congress  be  kept  up  in  future;  therefore 

olved,  That  each  of  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Con- 
fer the  present  year,  be  allowed  the  sum  of  four  dollars 
\y,  for  every  day  they  attend  in  Congress;  provided  that 
ittendance  be  regular,  so  that  a  representation  be  kept  up 
igress. 

olved  also.  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of 
itate,  upon  each  Delegate's  producing  an  account  of  his 
ily  attendance  as  aforesaid,  be  and  he  hereby  is  author- 
d  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer,  indorsed  on  such 
tit,  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  which  account,  order 
eceipt,  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  Treasurer  in 
nent  of  his  account. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CV k  of Assembly. 

it  for  concurrence. ' ' 

lotion,  by  order, 

resolution  appointing  commissioners  for  establishing  the 
urisdiction,  &c,  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows: 
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"  In  the  House  of 
"  Thursday,  F 
"On  motion, 

"Resolved^  That  the  Delegates  from  thi 
"of  the  United  States,  for  the  time  beinj 
* '  be  and  are  hereby  appointed  Commissioi 
1 '  State,  to  join  with  such  Commissioners 
"pointed  by  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  a 
"purpose  of  settling  and  establishing  the 
* '  tween  Delaware,  Pennsylvania  and  Ne* 
4 '  taining  and  establishing  the  right  of  thu 
"the  Bay  and  River  of  Delaware. 

"J AS.  BOOTr 

"  Sent  for  concurrence/ ' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  directing  the  State  Tres 
balance  due  on  Robert  Morris',  Esq.,  bo 
curred  in. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Asseml 
^500  to  Isaac  Carty,  Esq. ,  was  read  and  c 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  return 
resolutions  (except  the  last  mentioned,  wl 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  respe 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  accordin 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  the  H< 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the 
accounts  of  this  State,  with  the  original. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  t 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1783;  the  sut 
act  for  ascertaining  the  pay  accounts  of 
several  departments  of  the  army,  &c. ;  tl 
Delegates  of  the  Delaware  State  to  ratify  t 
Article  of  the  Confederation,  &c. ;  the  bij 
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>r  ascertaining  the  allowance  to  the  members  of  the  Gen- 
embly,  &c. ;  the  bill  to  invest  Congress  with  the  power 
luties  upon  all  goods,  &c. ;  and  also  the  bill  for  repealing 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the  sales  ot  lands, 
ic,  by  virtue  of  executions,"  respectively  engrossed  and 
>y  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  together  with 
bon  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  said  bills,  and  a 
from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Council. 

otion,  by  order, 

aregoing  bills  were  read,  compared,  and  ordered  to  be 
fely  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council;  which  was 
gly  done. 

otion,  by  order, 

^solution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  seven  laws  passed 
June,  1783,  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Saturday,  June  21,  1783. 
motion, 

ylved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
eat  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 

An  act  to  invest  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  with 
>wer  to  levy  duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
fiported  into  this  State  from  beyond  the  seas,  for  a  limited 
and  to  establish  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 
;  on  the  public  debt;' 

An  act  for  repealing  part  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for 

lining  the  allowance  to  members  of  the  General  Assem- 

ld  for  other  purposes,'  passed  at  New  Casde,  the  twelfth 

February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one;' 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Delegates  of  the  Delaware  State 
scribe  and  ratify  the  alteration  of  part  of  the  Eighth 
;  of  the  Confederation  and  perpetual  Union  between  the 
I  States  of  America,  as  agreed  to  in  Congress  on  the 
enth  day  of  April  last;' 

An  act  for  the  repeal  of  part  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act 
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"  to  prevent  the  sales  of  lands,  goods,  an< 
"execution,  in  certain  cases,  for  a  limite 
"  purposes;* 

"5.  'An  act  for  the  auditing  and  arrai 
"this  State,  and  for  the  more  effectual  sett 

"6.    'A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'J 
'  '  the  depreciation  of  the  pay  accounts  of 
"several  departments  of  the  army  who  an 
"  as  part  of  the  quota  of  the  land  forces 
"purposes;* 

"7.  'An  act  for  raising  twenty-two  tl 
"  pounds  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  th 
"  and  eighty-three.* 

"JAMES  BOOTH 
"  Sent  for  concurrence." 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  A 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
bly  for  the  payment  of  £29  to  the  Pre 
signed  by  the  Speaker  olthe  House  of  A 
pose,  and  also  an  order  in  favor  of  Jamc 
,£200,  signed  as  above. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  payment  of  £2$ 
read,  concurred  in,  and  is  in  these  words,  , 

"  In  the  House  of  As 
"Satur 
' '  On  motion, 

"Resolved,  That  his  Excellency,  the  Pn 
"sum  of  twenty-nine  pounds  for  the  pui 
"expenses  during  his  attendance  on  the 
' '  the  present  sessions. 

"J AS.  BOOTH 

1 '  Sent  for  concurrence.  * ' 
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upon  the  order  above  mentioned,  in  favor  of  the  Presi- 
that  in  favor  of  James  Adams,  were  respectively  signed 
weaker. 

?d>  That  Mr.  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
■  bills,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Coun- 
her  with  the  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the 
and  the  resolution  for  the  payment  of  £29  :  o  :  o  to  the 
:,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  severally  thereto. 

4k  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

he  Council  took  into  consideration  the  per  diem  wages 
age  of  their  Members  and  Clerk,  incurred  at  their  pre- 
ing,  and  the  following  accounts  were  allowed,  viz : 


ion.  John  Cook,  Esq.,  Speaker,  No.  1 

re  Read,  Esq.,  No.  2,  .    . 

Grantham,  Esq. ,  No.  3,  . 

Baning,  Esq^,  No.  4,    .    , 

ird  Bassett,  Esq.,  No.  5, 

a  Polk,  Esq.,  No.  6,    .    , 

im  Polk,  Esq.,  No.  7,  .    . 

min  Vining,  as  Clerk  of  the  Council,  No.  8, 

Eliza  Battell,  for  the  hire  of  her  room,  No 


,   27  11  o 

18  13  6 

20  9  6 
17  10  o 

21  17  6 

19  2  o 
12  10  6 
25  2  6 

500 

£  167  16  6 


upon 

>dt  That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  State  Treasurer 
rf  the  respective  persons  above  mentioned  for  the  pay- 
he  sums  annexed  to  their  names  respectively. 

was  accordingly  done. 

the  Council  adjourned  to  the  30th  day  of  September 
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MEMBERS'  NAIV 


NEW  CASTLE  COUN 
Isaac  Grantham,    George  Read,     T 

KENT  COUNTY : 
Richard  Bassett,  John  Baning,  C.r.s. 

SUSSEX  COUNTY 
William  Polk,  John  Collins, 
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ES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

FNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


eeting  of  the  Legislative  Council  for  the  Delaware  State, 
)over,  for  the  said  State,  on  Monday,  the  20th  day  of 
Anno  Domini,  1783, 

:ient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met  to  form 

1  on  that  day,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 

the  25th  of  the  same  month,  when  these  appeared,  as 

ew  Castle  County  —  Isaac  Grantham,  George  Read, 
tlcDonough. 

nt  County — Richard  Bassett,  John  Baning,  Caesar  Rod- 

e  said  members  being  so  met  in  Council,  certain  inden- 
tifying  the  election  of  Thomas  McDonough,  a  member 
incil  tor  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  Caesar  Rodney, 
r  of  the  Council  for  the  County  of  Kent,  were  respec- 
>duced  and  read,  whereby  it  appeared  to  the  Council 
were  severally  duly  elected  to  represent  the  said  Coun- 
:mbers  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Delaware  State, 
:  annual  election  held  in  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and 
the  first  day  of  this  instant,  October,  for  three  years 
ing  the  said  election. 

>uncil  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  the 
e  Caesar  Rodney,  Esquire,  was  unanimously  chosen. 

mncil  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Clerk,  and  a 
n  Benjamin  Vining,  Esq.,  the  late  Clerk,  being  read, 
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mentioning  his  desire  to  decline  that  serv 
was  unanimously  chosen  Clerk  of  this  He 

On  motion,  the  Council  adjourned  tc 
o'clock. 


Monday, 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members 
urday  last. 

The  Speaker,  in  the  Chair,  took  the 
Constitution,  and  subscribed  the  declara 
quired,  and  Thomas  McDonough,  Esqu 
and  subscribed  the  declaration.* 

Tames  Sykes,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  t 
subscribed  the  declaration,  and  also  took 

William  Polk,  Esq.,  a  member  of  Cou 
appeared  in  the  House  and  took  his  seat. 

Joshua  Polk,  Esquire,  also  appeared  ii 
same  time  was  delivered  to  the  Chair  i 
that  the  said  Joshua  Polk,  in  the  said  ind 
Sheriff,  Inspectors  and  Freeholders  of  Si 
ed  in  the  present  year  for  said  county  by 
as  the  Inspectors  of  the  several  hundred 
Sussex,  or  a  majority  of  them,  adjudged 

On  motion,  ordered  to  be  left  under 
morrow. 

Mr.  Bassett  prays  leave  of  absence,  i 
Court  of  Sussex  County,  for  a  few  days, 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  mc 

*  See  notes  on  pages  10  and  n. 
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Tuesday,  28th,  A.  M. 

cil  met  All  the  members  present  who  attended  yester- 
cept  Mr.  Bassett. 

Speaker  laid  on  the  table  sundry  petitions  and  remon- 
5,  signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sussex 
,  and  one  petition,  signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhabi- 
'  Kent  County,  delivered  him  by  a  member  of  the  House 
imbly,  complaining  of  irregularity  in  conducting  the  last 
elections  in  those  counties. 

notion,  ordered  that  the  same  be  read;  which  was  done 
ngly. 

notion,  by  special  order,  the  petition  from  Kent  County 
td  a  second  time.     The  whole  referred  to  further  consid- 


urned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

cil  met  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petitions  last 
led,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  ordered  that  sub- 
shall  issue  for  James  Raymond,  Esq.,  Col.  Charles  Pope, 
Vandyke,  Joseph  Meredith,  William  Pope,  Benj.  Stout, 
1  Jordon,  Thomas  Collins,  Esquire,  John  Clayton,  Esq., 
Newnam,  Joseph  Harper,  Thomas  Skillington,  Samuel 
in,  Geo.  McCall,  Joseph  Taylor,  Henry  Gilder  and  Curtis 
;on,  commanding  their  appearance  before  this  House  on 
y,  the  fourth  day  of  November  next,  to  be  examined 
g  the  complaint  exhibited  in  the  said  petition  from  Kent 
,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  said  petition  be  made  out  by  the 
nd  delivered  to  John  Clayton,  Esquire,  High  Sheriff. 

red  also,  That  subpoenas  shall  issue  for  such  persons  whose 
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names  are  written  on  the  back  of  the  petiti 
from  Sussex  County,  to  wit:  Rhodes  Shs 
Wiltbank,  Esq.,  Thomas  Duncan  (Constal 
Richard  Hays,  Thomas  Fisher,  Jr.,  John 
min,  Zadock  Lindal,  Charles  Polk,  Franci 
Laws,  Esq.,  David  Polk,  Esq.,  John  Laws 
William  Sharp,  Ely  Spicer,  Dock  Clemei 
Nathaniel  Waller  and  Benjamin  Burton; 
sons  as  were  judges  and  clerks  at  the  el 
to  wit:  Richard  Hayes,  Junior,  John  W 
Levin  Vaughn,  John  Bacon,  Robert  Step 
Somerset  Dickinson,  Jonathan  Nottingha 
commanding  their  attendance,  respective 
on  Thursday,  the  sixth  of  November  nexl 
answer  touching  the  complaints  represente 
remonstrances  from  said  county;  and  that 
and  one  of  a  remonstrance  be  made  out 
into  that  county. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  sign  the 
tioned. 

Ordered  also,  That  Mr.  Speaker  issi 
persons  as  may  be  wanted  to  attend  and 
investigation  of  the  subject  matter  of  the 
cerning  the  elections  of  those  counties,  i 
to  him  by  any  person  or  persons  concer 
returnable,  those  for  Kent  on  Tuesday,  tf 
next,  or  the  day  following;  those  for  Sus 
sixth  of  the  same  month,  or  any  day  follow 

Then  the  Council  appointed  James  Newi 
and  ordered  that  Mr.  Speaker  shall  appoi 
his  stead,  in  case  of  necessary  absence. 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday,  4th  November 
morning. 
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Tuesday,  November  4th,  A.  M. 

met  according  to  adjournment     All  the  members 
xcept  Messrs.  Bassett,  Wm.  Polk,  and  Collins. 

ion,  ordered 

le  doors  of  this  House  shall  be  set  open  during  the 
to  the  validity  of  the  elections  of  Kent  and  Sussex. 

ion,  ordered 

e  several  depositions  and  examination  of  witnesses  that 
ar  before  this  House  concerning  the  said  elections  shall 
in  writing  by  the  Clerk. 

Newnam  appointed  Doorkeeper  during    the  present 

feral  subpoenas  issued  for  sundry  persons  in  the  County 
therein  mentioned,  were  now  returned  by  Stephen 
deputy  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  by  him  duly  certified 
id  served  them  upon  each  person  respectively. 

aed  till  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

I  met  and  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  such  wit- 
appeared  who  were  signers  of  the  petition  concerning 
on  of  Kent  County,  and  took  the  same  in  writing, 
to  the  above  order. 

lion,  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  I*; 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members 
day,  and  resumed  the  examination  of  wit 
progress  therein,  and  adjourned  till  3  o'cl< 


The  Council  met. 

Mr.  William  Polk,  a  member  of  C01 
House,  and  made  an  apology  for  his  non 
meeting  of  this  House,  which  was  accepte 

The  House  continued  the  examination  < 
tition  from  Kent  County. 

Mr.  Collins,  a  member  of  Council,  apfK 
took  his  seat. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  m< 


Council  met 


Thursday,  6 
Present  all  the  member 


Mr.  Bassett,  who  had  been  absent  durin 
the  House  at  Sussex  Supreme  Court,  no* 
his  not  sooner  attending,  which  were  acce 

The  several  subpoenas  issued  for  sundr) 
of  Sussex,  therein  mentioned,  were  retu; 
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ewnam,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  by  him  duly  certified 
ad  served  them  upon  each  person  respectively. 

ned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


1  met. 


petitions,  signed  by  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants 
^ounty,  complaining  ofthe  violent  proceedings  of  some 
it  the  last  general  election  in  carrying  off  the  box  con- 
le  votes  then  remaining  to  be  read  at  one  of  the  polls, 


d  to  lie  on  the  table. 


1  then  proceeded  to  examine  witnesses  from  Sussex 
>n  the  subject  matter  of  the  general  election  of  that 
uid  made  some  progress  therein. 

ned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


1  met. 


Friday,  7th  November,  A.  M. 
Present  all  the  members. 


ned  the  examination  of  witnesses  from  Sussex  County 
titions  presented  to  Council  from  that  county,  and  made 
gress  therein. 

ned  till  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


08 
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Council  met  and  went  into  the  same  inq 
Adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  n 


Saturday,  81 

Council  met.    Present  all  the  members. 

Continued  the  examination  of  witnesses 

The  question  was  put,  after  the  subject 
Isaac  Conway,  a  person  who  had  been  in 
in  the  County  of  Sussex,  and  afterwards  j 
Assembly  for  the  relief  of  divers  persons 
insurrection  in  said  county,  passed  Novel 
be  admitted  to  give  evidence  to  Council  u 
of  the  election  of  that  county,  the  said  p 
with  the  terms  of  said  act,  and  it  passed  u 

On  motion,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  sho 
question,  it  was  orderea  accordingly,  and  1 

For  the  affirmative  —  George  Read, 
Baning,  Thomas  McDonough,  Isaac  Gran 

For  the  negative — William  Polk,  John  ( 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  Monda 


Monday,  101 

Council  met  Present  all  the  members 
Mr.  Collins,  and  continued  the  examina 
Sussex  County. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoc 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

1  met     Same  members  appeared  as  in  the  morning. 

led  the  examination  of  witnesses  from  Sussex  County. 

illiam  Polk  appeared,  represented  to  the  House  that 
3  children  was  very  ill,  which  had  occasioned  his  delay, 
d  the  excuse  of  the  House  for  that  reason.  He  is  there- 
sed. 

ned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  1  ith  Nov.,  A.  M. 

1  met.     Continued  the  examination  of  witnesses  from 
ounty. 

ned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

1  met.  Continued  the  examination  of  witnesses  from 
ounty. 

shua  Polk  was  now  admitted  to  take  and  subscribe  the 
scribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  to  take  his  seat  in 
s  a  sitting  member  until  Council  shall  decide  upon  the 
f  the  election  for  the  County  of  Sussex. 

1  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Wednesday,  i: 
Council  met.  Present  all  the  members 
Continued  the  examination  of  witnesses 
Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afterno 


Council  met.  Present  the  same  memtx 
Proceeded  to  examine  witnesses  from  S 
Council  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morr 


Council  met. 


Thursday,  12 
Present  same  members  2 


On  motion,  that  Council  go  into  the  co 
petition  at  4  o'clock  this  afternoon,  it  was 

Adjourned  until  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Council  met.     Present  all  the  members 

The  petition  from  Kent  County  respect 
of  that  county,  and  the  testimony  respecti 
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sideration,  and  the  debate  upon  the  same  was  further 
id  until  to-morrow. 

al  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  November  14,  A.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  adjourned  to 
c,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

il  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

tow  the  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
nt  County,  praying  that  the  election  had  on  the  first  day 
>er  last  should  be  set  aside,  together  with  the  testimony 
d  and  heard  by  the  Council  to  the  same  election. 

hereupon  the  Council  resolved  unanimously  as  follows, 


tat  no  evidence  whatsoever  hath  been  given  to  support 
ge  that  one  of  the  Inspectors  changed  a  vote  delivered  to 
in  elector. 

tat  no  evidence  hath  been  given  that  any  Inspector  did 
lat  such  particular  men  should  be  carried,  but  one  in- 
to wit:  Samuel  Wilson,  of  Duck  Creek  Hundred,  did 
ntly  say  that  a  parcel  of  tickets  which  he  held  in  his  hand 
»r  would  go,  declaring  they  were  good  whig  votes.  That 
son  was  in  liquor  at  time. 

at  as  to  the  charge  that  a  number  of  non-jurors  and  per- 
terwise  disqualified  to  vote  were  admitted  to  vote,  it  ap- 
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pears,  by  the  testimony  of  Joseph  Meredith,  that  a  James  Max- 
well should  have  told  him  that  he  had  voted  though  he  had  not 
taken  the  oath  of  fidelity;  and  that  it  further  appears  as  well  by 
the  said  inspector  Wilson's  testimony  as  also  by  nis  list  of  voters 
at  the  said  election  that  he  (Wilson;  received  Maxwell's  vote  as 
a  good  vote,  that  Maxwell,  although  summoned  to  attend  the 
Council,  hath  neglected  so  to  do  for  the  ascertainment  of  the 
fact  of  his  bein^  a  non-juror,  but  that  no  other  testimony  was 
given  of  admitting  other  non-jurors  or  other  disqualified  persons 
to  vote. 

4..  That  no  evidence  whatsoever  hath  been  ^iven  of  adminis- 
tering the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State  to  any  disaffected  persons 
on  the  morning  of  the  election. 

5.  That  it  appears  by  the  evidence  that  about  one  or  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  October  last,  while  the  judges 
of  the  election  were  employed  in  reading  off  the  received  votes 
out  of  the  box  into  which  all  the  votes  had  been  put  and  mixed, 
a  person  by  the  name  of  Conner  did  forcibly  take  and  carry  off 
the  said  box  containing  in  it  the  remaining  uncounted  votes  or 
tickets. 

6.  That  it  appears  by  the  evidence  that  one  of  the  polls  or  tal- 
lies, kept  by  John  Pearce  (one  of  the  appointed  clerks)  contain- 
ing the  number  of  votes  for  Counsellor  and  Assemblymen  was 
taken  up  by  Judge  Collins  and  saved  from  an  attempt  made  by  a 
James  Frazer  to  seize  it  That  the  same  was  in  fudge  Collins* 
sole  possession  for  about  ten  minutes,  after  which  he  delivered  it 
to  the  Sheriff  and  inspectors.  That  the  other  poll  for  Counsellor 
and  Assemblymen  was  in  the  sole  possession  of  the  Sheriff,  he 
taking  up  from  Mr.  Stout,  the  other  clerk,  upon  the  seizing  and 
carrying  off  the  box.  That  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  polls  or 
tallies  kept  of  the  votes  for  the  candidates  for  Sheriff  and  Coron- 
er* s  office  was  taken  up  and  secured  by  George  Cummins,  the 
under-Sheriff,  and  by  him  immediately  delivered  to  the  Sheriff. 
That  the  other  poll  or  tally  for  Sheriff  and  Coroner  was  seized 
and  carried  off  by  a  certain  Isaac  Griffin,  of  Duck  Creek  Hun- 
dred. That  upon  the  examination  and  comparison  immediately 
made  after  the  return  of  Judge  Collins  of  the  two  polls  or  tallies 
for  Counsellor  and  Assemblymen  the  number  tallied  off  in  each 
of  these  two  polls  corresponded. 

7.  That  it  appears,  as  well  by  verbal  testimony  as  by  the  lists 
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s  kept  by  the  clerks  appointed  for  that  purpose,  that 
5  number  of  the  votes  or  tickets  received  at  the  said 
put  into  the  said  general  box,  amounted  to  seven  hun- 
[  fifty,  and  the  number  of  the  said  tickets  read  off  from 
x>x  amounted  to  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven. 

it  it  appears  by  the  tesiimonv  and  lists  last  aforesaid,  as 
he  Sheriff's,  inspectors'  and  freeholders'  indenture,  re- 
>  this  House,  that  Caesar  Rodney,  Esquire,  the  candidate 
icant  seat,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  in  this  present  year, 
returned  member,  had  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  votes 
id  number  so  read  off. 

it  it  appears  by  the  evidence  that  the  other  two  votes 
persons  ineligible,   to  wit:  Thomas  Collins,   Esquire, 
»tice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  Richard  Bassett,  Es- 
eady  a  member  of  this  House. 

lat  it  appears  by  the  evidence  that  several  persons' 
nnexed  to  the  said  petition,  particulalry  those  oi  Samuel 
taoch  Jones  and  Alexander  Worknot,  were  not  subscri- 
lemselves  or  by  their  order. 

lat  it  appears  by  the  evidence  that  Isaac  Griffin,  whose 
innexed  to  the  said  petition,  conducted  himself  in  a  very 
ing,  disorderly  manner  during  the  time  the  said  votes 
dinjj  off,  in  the  presence  of  die  judges  of  the  election, 
1  his  conduct  immediately  on  Conner's  taking  the  box, 
le  Council  to  believe  he  was  privy  to  Conner  s  intention 

:it. 

lat  it  appears  by  the  evidence  that  one  other  of  the 
rs,  Thomas  Cummerford,  had  knowledge  of  such  an 
>eing  to  be  made,  before  it  was  carried  into  execution. 

lereupon  it  was  unanimously  adjudged  by  the  Council 
ar  Rodney,  Esquire,  the  returned  member  of  this  House 
ounty  of  Kent,  this  present  year,  was  duly  elected. 

ition,  ordered 

le  consideration  of  the  petition  and  remonstrance,  com- 
Df  irregularity  in  conducting  the  last  general  election  of 
ounty,  be  taken  up  at  the  meeting  of  Council  to-morrow 

1  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Saturday,  November  15th,  A.  M. 

Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Council  went  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  and  remonstrance  concerning  the  irreg- 
ularity of  conducting  the  last  general  election  of  Sussex  County, 
and  praying  that  writs  for  holding  a  new  election  in  that  county 
may  be  directed,  or  such  other  measures  for  restoring  the  just 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  preserving  them  forever  invio- 
late, redressing  their  present  and  preventing  future  grievances, 
as  may  be  most  conducive  and  effectual  to  that  important  end, 
and  alter  some  time  spent  thereon,  adjourned  to  three  o'clock 
this  afternoon. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Joshua 
Polk. 

And  now  the  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
and  remonstrance  from  Sussex  County,  together  with  the  testi- 
mony produced  and  heard  by  the  Council  relative  to  the  last 
general  election  held  for  that  county,  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein, 

On  motion,  the  following  questions  were  put,  viz: 

1.  Whether  the  feet  alleged  in  the  petition  from  Sussex,  com- 
plaining that  the  petitioners,  who  had  lately  taken  the  oath  of 
fidelity  to  the  State,  producing  a  voucher  to  the  Justice  at  the 
time,  were  refused  to  vote  at  the  general  election,  for  that  the 
vouchers  had  not  been  sworn,  appears  to  be  proved  to  the  satis- 
faction of  this  House  ? 


2.    Whether  the  Inspectors  refusing  the  said  votes  were  war- 
ranted by  law  in  so  doing  ? 


Passed  in  the  affirmative  unanimously. 

2.    Whether  the  Inspec 
inted  by  law  in  so  doing 

Passed  in  the  negative. 
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don,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  should  be  entered  on  this 
it  was  ordered  accordingly,  and  they  are  as  follows,  viz: 

•  affirmative — Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Collins. 

?  negative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr. 
igh,  Mr.  Grantham. 

lether  the  fact  alleged  in  the  said  petition,  that  some  of 
nspectors  refused  the  votes  of  persons  under  age  at  the 
massing  the  law  for  the  further  security  of  the  Govern- 
May,  1778,  and  who  had  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  to 
after  three  months  from  their  coming  of  age,  without 
r  a  voucher,  appears  to  be  proved? 

in  the  affirmative  unanimously. 

tether  such  Inspectors  were  warranted   by  law  in  so 

in  the  negative* 

tion,  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  ordered: 

'  affirmative — Mr.  Collins. 

'  negative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Bas- 
McDonough,  Mr  Grantham. 

1st.  Respecting  the  remonstrance  from  Sussex  County : 
the  fact  alleged  in  the  remonstrance  from  Sussex  Coun- 
aining  that  a  number  of  officers  and  soldiers,  lately  in 
f  the  Continent,  and  also  one  of  the  Inspectors  and  his 
>eared  at  the  general  election  with  swords,  bayonets  and 
i  that  said  officers  and  soldiers  uttered  many  menacing 
to  terrify  the  electors,  and  actually  committed  a  most 
id  outrageous  riot  in  beating  and  abusing  several  per- 
also  in  beating  and  abusing  a  Constable,  in  the  exe- 
his  office,  who  commanded  the  peace,  and  others,  by 
lereof  many  electors  rode  out  of  town  without  voting, 
3  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  House  ? 

in  the  affirmative. 

tion,  ordered  that  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  be 
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For  the  affirmative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr. 
McDonougn,  Mr.  Grantham. 

For  the  negative — Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Collins. 

2d.  Whether  the  fact  alleged  in  the  said  remonstrance  that 
several  boys  and  persons  under  age  were  permitted  to  vote  at 
the  said  election,  appears  to  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  this 
House  ? 

Passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  ordered: 

For  the  affirmative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr. 
McDonougn,  Mr.  Grantham. 

For  the  negative— Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Collins. 

3d.  Whether  the  fact  alleged  in  the  said  remonstrance  that 
some  persons,  who  had  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  lately,  by  pro- 
ducing a  voucher  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  without  the  voucher 
being  first  sworn,  were  permitted  to  vote  at  said  election,  and 
others,  who  had  taken  the  said  oath  of  fidelity  in  the  same 
manner,  were  not  permitted  to  vote,  appears  to  be  proved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  this  House  ? 

Passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  ordered: 

For  the  affirmative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr. 
McDonougn,  Mr.  Grantham. 

For  the  negative — Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Collins. 

4th.  Whether  the  feet  alleged  in  the  said  remonstrance  that 
some  persons,  who  were  under  age  at  the  time  of  making  the 
law  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government,  and  had  taken 
the  oath  of  fidelity  after  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the 
time  of  their  coming  of  age,  were  permitted  to  vote  at  the  said 
election,  and  others,  circumstanced  in  the  same  manner,  were  not 
permitted  to  vote,  appears  to  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  this 
House  ? 

Passed  in  the  affirmative  unanimously. 
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AS  it  appears  to  this  House,  from  the  testimony  deliv- 
le  petition  and  remonstrance  aforesaid,  that  some  of 
:tors,  who  joined  in  certain  rules  for  governing  their 
;  to  the  receiving  of  votes,  conducted  that  business  in  a 
fferent  from  those  rules  and  different  from  the  other 
;  therefore 

i>  That  the  said  election,  held  on  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ras  not  freely,  legally,  and  indifferently  made,  and  it  is 
by  the  Council,  that  Joshua  Polk,  in  the  indenture  re- 
the  Sheriff,  Inspectors,  and  Freeholders  of  the  said 
3  elected  in  the  present  year,  for  Sussex  County,  by  a 
)f  such  votes,  as  the  Inspectors  of  the  several  Hun- 
the  said  County  of  Sussex,  or  a  majority  of  them,  ad- 
>e  legal  votes,  was  not  legally  elected. 

ion,  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  resolution  ordered : 

affirmative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Baning.  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr. 
gn,  Mr.  Grantham. 

negative — Mr.  William  Polk. 

lins,  not  being  decided  on  this  question,  did  not  vote. 

ion,  the  question  was  now  put, 

r  an  order  of  the  House  should  be  now  made  for  issu- 
br  a  new  election  in  the  County  of  Sussex  for  a  member 
^islative  Council  in  the  room  of  Joshua  Polk,  Esquire, 
:tion  has  been  determined  illegal  ? 

n  the  negative. 

ion,  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  ordered: 

affirmative — Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Collins. 

negative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.   Bassett,  Mr. 
gh,  Mr.  Grantham. 

e  following  accounts  were  allowed : 

morable  Caesar  Rodney,  Esquire,  Speaker, 

3  attendance, £  18  18  o 

5  Read,  Esquire,  for  ditto  and  mileage,  .    .  17  12  6 

Grantham,  Esquire,  for  ditto, 16  7  6 
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To  Thomas  McDonough,  Esquire,  for  attendance  and 

mileage £  15  10 

To  Richard  Bassett,  Esquire,  for  ditto, 9  7 

To  John  Baning,  Esquire,  for  ditto, 9  12 

To  William  Polk,  Esquire,  for  ditto, 10  1 

To  John  Collins,  Esquire,  for  ditto, 813 

To  Joshua  Polk,  Esquire,  for  ditto, 6  1 2  < 

To  James  Sykes,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  ....  24  o  < 

To  James  Newnam,  Sergeant-at-Arms, 60  o  \ 

To  Stephen  Alston,  Deputy  Sergeant-at-Arms,     .    .  13  14  ( 
To  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Battell,  for  the  use  of  a  room,  fire- 
wood and  candles, 12  o< 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  5th  January  next 
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ES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

JNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSIONS,  1784. 


January  5th,  1784. 

embers  of  the  Council  for  the  County  of  Kent  attended, 
1  not  being  a  sufficient  number  from  the  other  Counties 
a  quorum,  no  business  could  be  proceeded  on. 

1  13th  January,  the  following  notification  was  delivered 
weaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
to  wit : 

Delaware  State, 
In  the  House  of  Assembly,  January  13th,  1784. 

eas  from  the  particular  situation  of  some  of  the  absent 
of  this  House,  it  is  impracticable  to  proceed  at  this  time 
icision  of  the  controverted  elections  for  the  Counties  of 
I  Sussex;  it  is  therefore 

edt  That  this  House  adjourn,  and  it  is  hereby  adjourned 
ay  the  29th  day  of  March  next. 

ROBERT  BRYAN,  Speaker. 

Ionorable  CiCSAR  Rodney,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  Council. 

ipon  the  Council  adjourned  until  Monday,  March  29th, 
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Thursday,  April  8th,  1784. 

A  sufficient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met  to  form 
a  quorum  on  the  29th  of  March  (the  day  to  which  the  Council 
stood  adjourned),  those  in  attendance  adjourned  from  day  to  day 
until  Thursday,  the  8th  of  April,  when  there  appeared  as  follows: 

For  New  Castle  County — Isaac  Grantham,  Thomas  McDon- 
ough. 

For  Kent  County — Richard  Bassett,  John  Baning. 

Who  met  at  the  house  of  the  Honorable  Caesar  Rodney,  Esq., 
the  Speaker,  he  being  too  much  indisposed  to  attend  at  the  usual 
place  of  meeting. 

Mr.  Molleston,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  table  a  letter  from  the 
President  of  Congress,  inclosing  a  resolution  of  that  honorable 
body  respecting  the  appointment  of  Delegates  from  this  State 
to  Congress;  also  a  message  and  resolution  of  their  House  pro- 
posing that  the  General  Assembly  should  meet  forthwith,  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for 
to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  which  resolution  follows  in 
these  words:* 

On  motion,  ordered,. 

That  a  message  from  the  Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
on  the  foregoing  resolution  of  their  House,  be  drawn  up  at  the 
table,  which  being  done,  Mr.  Grantham  is  ordered  to  wait  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  and  deliver  the  same;  which  was  done  ac- 
cordingly, and  follows  in  these  words: 

A  Message  from  the  Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Gentlemen; 

The  Council  received  your  message  of  this  forenoon,  and  beg 
leave  to  suggest  to  your  honorable  House,  previous  to  their 
transacting  any  business,  that  they  conceive,  as  one  of  the  Coon- 


*  This  paper  does  not  appear  on  the  record. 
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(lis  State  is  unrepresented  in  Council,  they  therefore 
d  an  impropriety  in  doin^  business  until  that  represen- 
lad.  However,  as  Council  is  disposed  to  do  every  thing 
ower  that  may  be  thought  to  tend  to  promote  the  weal 
>iness  of  their  constituents,  therefore,  if  your  House 
under  present  circumstances,  that  legislative  business 
insacted  with  propriety,  they  will  not  retard  the  same, 
leet  your  House  forthwith,  as  is  proposed. 

th,  1784.  CiESAR  RODNEY,  Speaker. 

nber  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  ad- 
id  informed  the  Council  that  the  House  of  Assembly 
going  on  the  business  proposed  in  their  message,  and 
[  a  meeting  of  both  Houses  for  that  purpose. 

being  agreed  to  by  Council,  both  Houses  met  in  the 
Chamber,  and  the  following  gendemen  were  put  in 
>n  for  Delegates  to  Congress  for  this  State:  John  Mc- 
$q.,  Thomas  Rodney,  Esq.,  Henry  Latimer,  Esq.,  John 
£sq.,  James  Tilton,  Esq.,  William  Killen,  Esq.,  (Running 
Jun.,  Esq.,  John  Thompson,  Esq.,  Samuel  Patterson, 
arles  Ridgely,  Esq. 

df  That  both  Houses  proceed  to  ballot  immediately; 
ing  done,  and  the  box  containing  the  tickets  examined 
makers  of  both  Houses,  and  the  votes  taken  down  by 
s,  it  appeared  that  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen 
>rity  of  votes,  viz:  John  Vining,  John  McKinly,  Henry 
ind  Thomas  Rodney,  Esquires,  and  they  were  declared 
:ed. 

embers  of  the  House  of  Assembly  having  withdrawn 
Council  Chamber,  on  motion, 

id,  That  the  Speaker  shall  issue  his  writ  for  holding  an 
1  the  County  of  Sussex  for  electing  a  member  of  Council 
ounty  in  the  room  of  Joshua  Polk,  whose  election,  on 
lay  of  October  last,  had  been  by  Council  declared  void, 
me  as  the  Speaker  shall  think. proper.  ... 

I  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Friday,  April  9th,  A.  M. 

Council  met    All  the  members  present  who  attended  yesterday. 

Mr.  Tames,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
representing  that  there  was  due  to  Thomas  Montgomery  the  sum 
of  £3  :  18,  for  getting  certificates  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Auditors  for  settling  the  depreciation  of  the  pay  of  the  Delaware 
Regiments;  and  that  there  was  due  to  James  Aaams,  for  printing, 
contracted  for  by  John  James  and  Thomas  Kean,  Esqrs.,  for  the 
use  of  the  State,  the  sum  of  £68  .'7:6,  with  orders  drawn  in 
favor  of  those  persons,  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  Assembly, 
and  sent  to  Council  for  concurrence;  which,  being  read,  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  orders  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  Council. 

Mr.  Grantham  delivered  at  the  Council  table  certain  resolutions 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  respecting  the  commissionating  the 
members  appointed  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  and 
ascertaining  their  allowance,  and  certain  resolutions  of  the  said 
House  for  the  payment  of  public  debts  (which  had  been  delivered 
to  him  by  Mr.  .Douglass,  a  member  of  Assembly) ;  which  being 
acted  upon  by  the  Council,  was  concurred  in. 

Then  the  Council  allowed  the  following  accounts: 

To  the  Honorable  Caesar  Rodney,  Esq.,  Speaker,  12 

days'  attendance,     £   10  16  o 

To  Thomas  McDonough,  Esq.,  6  days'  attendance 

and  mileage, 55° 

To  Isaac  Grantham,  Esq.,  for  4  days'  attendance  and 

mileage, 4  10  o 

To  James  Sykes,  Clerk,  for  his  attendance,  ....  500 
To  James  Newnam,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  for  attendance 

and  riding  express  to  New  Castle, 566 

To  Thomas  Black,  for  ringing  the  bell, 1  17  6 

Total, £32  15  0 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  24th  of  May  next,  agree- 
able to  a  written  intimation,  directed  to  the  Speaker  of  Assem- 
bly, that  that  House  had  adjourned  to  that  time. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1 784. 


875 


Monday,  24th  May,  1784. 

ient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met  to  form 

on  that  day,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 

the  15th  of  June,  when  all  the  members  met,  except 

Caesar  Rodney,  Esq.,  Speaker,  and  Richard  Bassett, 


uncil — * 


oses  the  record  of  the  May  session. 
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MINUTES 

OF  THE 

LEGISLATIVE   COUNCIL 

OF 

THE   DELAWARE   STATE, 
HELD  AT  DOVER,  WEDNESDAY,  OCT.  20TH,  1784. 


A  sufficient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met  to  form  a 
quorum  on  that  day,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Mon- 
day, the  25th  of  the  same  month,  when  there  appeared  as  follows: 

Far  New  Castle  County — George  Read,  Thomas  McDonough, 
George  Craghead. 

Far  Kent  County — Richard  Bassett,  Vincent  Loockerman,  Silas 
Snow. 

Far  Sussex  County — Henry  Neill. 

And  the  said  members  being  so  met  in  Council,  certain  in- 
dentures, certifying  the  election  of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  a 
member  of  Council  for  the  County  of  New  Casde;  and  Vincent 
Loockerman,  Esq.,  a  member  of  Council  in  the  room  of  Caesar 
Rodney,  Esq.,  dec'd,  and  Silas  Snow,  Esq.,  one  other  member, 
both  for  the  County  of  Kent;  and  Henry  Neill,  Esq.,  a  member 
of  Council  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  were  respectively  produced 
and  read,  whereby  it  appeared  to  the  Council  that  they  were 
severally  duly  elected  to  represent  the  said  Counties  as  members 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Delaware  State,  at  the  last 
annual  election  held  in  the  said  Counties  of  New  Casde,  Kent 
and  Sussex,  on  the  first  day  of  this  instant,  October,  for  three 
years  next  ensuing  the  said  election. 
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ouncil  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  the 
le  Thomas  McDonough  was  unanimously  chosen. 

lembers  elected  this  present  year  took  the  oath  pre- 
>y  the  Constitution  and  subscribed  the  declaration  of 
ein  required.     [See  note  an  page  /o.] 

•don,  Messrs.  Read,  Bassett  and  Craghead  are  appointed 
tee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform 
Council  had  met,  chosen  their  Speaker,  and  were  ready 
d  on  business,  and  desire  to  know  if  his  Excellency  had 
y  before  them. 

lessrs.  Snow  and  Loockerman  are  appointed  a  com- 
»  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and  inform  them  that 
were  ready  to  receive  and  act  upon  any  business  that 
ay  have  to  present. 

gentlemen,  being  returned,  do  report — the  former,  that 
waited  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  delivered 
age  committed  to  them,  according  to  order,  and  that 
leased  to  say  that  he  had  sent  a  message  to  the  House 
lbly,  which  in  due  time  would  come  before  the  Council ; 
r,  that  they  had  waited  on  the  House  of  Assembly,  had 
the  message  committed  to  them,  and  were  informed  by 
se  that  a  message  would  be  sent  to  Council  in  a  short 

shua  Polk,  a  member  of  Council  for  Sussex  County,  now 
in  the  House  and  took  his  seat. 

ixon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House,  which,  by 
iing  read,  follows  in  these  words: 


>tion, 


In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Monday,  P.  M.,  Oct.  25,  1784. 


ed,  That  Mr.  Nixon  wait  on  the  Council  and  propose 
that  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  meet  in  the 
Chamber,  to-morrow  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
1  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to 
t  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
from  the  first  day  of  November  next  ensuing  until  the 
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first  day  of  November  in  the  year  one  the 
and  eighty-five. 

October  25th,  1784. 

JAMES  BOOTH,  C 

Concurred  in  by  Council. 

JAMES  SYKE 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  wait  on 
bly  with  the  above  resolution,  with  the  a 
thereunto; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  h 
House  of  Assembly  and  delivered  the  saic 
to  order. 

On  motion,  the  Rules  of  the  Council,  w 
the  year  1776,  were  read. 

On  application  of  Mr.  Bassett  for  leave 
to  attend  the  Supreme  Court  of  Sussex  ( 
being  seconded,  is  granted,  if  Mr.  Bassett 
tendance  there  absolutely  necessary. 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  moi 


Tuesday,  C 

Council  met.    Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  William  Polk  now  appeared  and  toe 

Both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  1: 
Council  Chamber,  proceeded  to  put  in  non 
Delegates  in  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  ord 
following  gentlemen  were  put  in  nominat 
Bedford,  Jr.,  Esq.,  John  Vining,  Esq  ,  Sai 
Thomas  Rodney,  Esq.,  Doctor  James  Tilto 
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Killen,  Esq.,  John  Thompson,  Esq.,  John  Jones,  Esq., 
nas  Collins,  Esq. 

>tion,  that  five  persons  should  be  chosen  to  represent 
\  in  Congress,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in 
ive. 

don,  that  four  persons  should  be  chosen  for  the  purpose 
,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  die  affirmative. 

►tion, 

edt  That  both  Houses  meet  at  four  o'clock  this  after- 
the  Council  Chamber,  to  ballot  for  four  Members  of 
,  to  serve  from  the  first  day  of  November  next  ensuing 
first  day  of  November  in  the  year  1785. 

he  two  Houses  separated. 

■ned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Tuesday,  26th  October,  P.  M. 
1  met     All  the  members  present 

louses  of  the  General  Assembly  met  again,  agreeable  to 
ition  of  the  forenoon,  and  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Mem- 
congress,  and  it  appeared,  upon  casting  up  the  votes, 
Four  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  by  a  majority  of 
d  declared  duly  elected,  to  wit:  John  Vining,  Gunning 
Jun.,  Doct  James  Tilton,  and  Sami\el  Patterson,  Esqs. 

he  two  Houses  separated. 

1  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  October  27th,  A.  M. 
1  met     Present  all  the  members, 
ned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Wednesday 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  member 

A  petition,  signed  by  Bertles  Shea,  i 
Dover,  representing  that  he  is  confined  i 
of  Messrs.  Hugh  Lennox  and  Compaj 
delphia,  for  the  debt  of  j£45o,  which, 
debts,  he  is  become  unable  to  payf  tha 
all  his  property,  real  and  personal,  what 
to  the  use  of  his  creditors,  and  prays  t 
from  his  imprisonment  upon  such  term 
General  Assembly  shaU  think  meet,  was 

Mr,  Broom,  a  member  of  the  House 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chai 
plementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  fAn  a< 
speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,  accomp 
tions,  signed  by  a  great  number  of  the  n 
County,  and  one  petition,  signed  by  soi 
County,  praying  the  jurisdiction  of  th 
within  this  State  may  be  extended  to  det 
not  exceeding  fifteen  pounds. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  same  b 
accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  m 


Council  met. 


Thursday 
Present  all  the  member 


On  motion,  the  bill  en  tided  "A  suppl 
more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  sn 
second  time. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  a  member  of  the  House 
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tted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
slief  of  Bertles  Shea,  a  languishing  prisoner  in  the  jail 
bounty,"  accompanied  with  a  petition,  signed  by  the 
es  Shea,  in  the  same  words  of  tne  petition  read  yester- 
•uncil. 

don, 

isideration  of  the  supplementary  bill  above  mentioned 
I  to  a  committee  of  three,  to  wit:  Messrs.  Bassett,  Read 
who  are  to  report  the  amendments  therein  suggested 
le  by  Council. 

1  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

1  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

don,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bertles  Shea  was  read. 

ylor,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
tted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
se  the  daily  allowance  of  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors,"  ac- 
d  with  a  petition,  signed  by  sundiy  inhabitants  of  New 
unty,  praying  that  some  reasonable  allowance  may  be 
the  expenses  of  jurymen  while  in  attendance  upon  that 
These  papers  were  read. 

tion, 

frf,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
e  devising  of  the  means  of  supplying  the  several  offices 
ate  with  public  seals  to  authentic  the  acts  of  office  where 
s  are  necessary  to  be  annexed,  as  well  with  respect 
>ffices  whose  seals  have  heretofore  been  taken  by  the 
s  others  the  devices  of  which  seals  may  not  be  incon* 
to  the  independency  of  the  State. 

upon  Messrs.  Read,  William  Polk  and  Snow  were  ap  - 
committee  for  that  purpose. 
I 
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Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  the  House 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Ct 
Excellency,  the  President  of  this  State, 
letters  from  the  Financier,  of  the  26th  W 
October,  1784,  and  a  letter  from  the  Cor 
the  2d  August,  1784,  with  the  ratificatio 
which,  by  order,  was  read,  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  ike  General  Assembly  : 

The  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  sund 
have  received  since  the  last  meeting  of  th 
to  wit:  One  of  the  2d  of  August  last,  frc 
States,  accompanied  by  a  copy  ofthera 
treaty  of  peace  on  the  part  of  his  Brita 
with  that  on  the  part  of  the  United  S 
10th  of  May  last,  at  Passy.  On  the  fina 
important  and  interesting  business,  I  ta! 
of  presenting  you  my  most  hearty  c< 
which  has  placed  these  United  States  in 
and  independence,  and  secured  to  then 
tions  of  the  earth.  The  recollection  of 
struggle  lately  endured  by  America,  foi 
important  blessings,  must  call  forth  the 
the  Wise  Disposer  of  human  events,  an 
every  American  a  warm  attachment  to 
from  a  wise  and  generous  policy,  exertec 
our  defence  and  support.  Virtue,  and  a 
I  hope,  in  future,  render  us  as  illustrious 
in  war,  and  enable  us  as  a  nation  to  enjo; 
and  blessings  tendered  to  us  and  our  f 
situation. 

One  of  the  17th  of  the  same  month 
Consul -General  of  these  States,  at  Par 
Most  Christian  Majesty  confirming  the  c 
of  Dunkirk  and  Marseilles  have  for  son 
establishing  1'  Orient  and  Bayonne  as  fr& 

Two  from  the  Financier- General  and 
ject  of  the  recovery  from  individuals  c 
belonging  to  the  United  States.  I  thou 
Mr,  Morris  that  such  provision  had  bee 
ture  of  this  State,  and  that  Congress  ha< 
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consequence  thereof  I  received  his  answer  of  the  14th 
last 

f  the  2 1  st  of  last  month  from  the  State  Treasurer,  re- 
lis  appointment,  under  a  late  law  to  issue  a  certificate  for 
due  on  monies  loaned,  and  liquidated  debts*  I  have 
brmed  by  that  gentleman  that  he  cannot  transact  the 
no  provision  being  made  for  a  clerk,  either  by  Congress 
egislature;  and  lest  the  good  people  of  the  State  might 
id,  I  wrote  Mr.  Morris  on  the  subject,  in  order  that  that 
i  might  be  speedily  removed.  By  his  answer,  of  the  12th 
you  will  perceive  the  business  is  yet  at  a  stand,  and.  as 
ity  Collectors  are  now  in  the  execution  of  the  duty  as- 
hem,  unless  the  Legislature  adopt  some  mode  for  certifi- 
issue,  the  taxables  who  are  entitled  to  them  will  be  more 
d  in  payment  of  their  taxes  than  is  just,  or  was  expected 
ite  General  Assembly. 

imen — As  the  public  dispatches  now  laid  before  you  will 
but  a  small  share  of  your  time,  the  remainder  of  it,  I  am 
d,  will  be  devoted  to  an  attention  to  the  necessary  and 
it  objects  of  the  internal  concerns  of  the  State.  Among 
y  interesting  matters  which  will  claim  your  attention,  I 
y  point  out  the  following:  a  law  for  establishing  a  militia 
lis  State,  which  is  the  most  natural  and  secure  defence  of 
public,  and  is  with  great  propriety  and  justness  of  senti- 
Oposed  and  urged  by  our  late  worthy  Commander-in- 
his  memorable  valedictory  address;  a  proper  regulation 
encouragement  and  introduction  of  trade;  a  law  provid- 
tie  naturalization  of  foreigners  who  may  come  among  us; 
adequate  provision  to  secure  the  inhabitants  of  the  State 
ury  by  sickly  crews  being  landed;  an  amendment  to  £he 
node  of  taxation;  a  regulation  of  water  grist-mills,  and  a 
n  and  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  State. 

NICHOLAS  VANDYKE. 

,  October  23,  1784. 

rned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


884  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNC 


Friday, 

Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Bradley,  a  member  of  the  House 
ing,  was  admitted  an<J  delivered  to  the  CI 
House  signifying  their  intention  to  adjou 
to  some  future  day. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an 
plementary  bill  to  the  act  entided  "An  act 
speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,"  now  r 
essayed  a  draught  of  sundry  amendments 
tary  bill,  which  they  laid  on  the  table  and 
sideration  of  the  House. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  said  amen< 
was  done  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  "Whether  the  enactin 
ment  that  the  fees  of  office  should  be  ap 
poor  in  the  respective  hundreds  where  d 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  fc 
ordered,  and  are  as  follows: 

Far  the  affirmative— -Mr.  Neill,  Mr.  Wil 
Mr.  J.  Polk,  Mr.  Loockerman. 

For  the  negative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Cragl 

The  several  amendments  reported  by 
agreed  to,  ordered  that  they  be  transcribe 

Adjourned  to  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

il  met     Present  all  the  members. 

rtion, 

edt  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
ver  the  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  the  more  easy 
*dy  recoveiy  of  small  debts,  with  the  paper  of  amend- 
roposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  for  the  concurrence  of 
lse. 

raghead,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered 
bill  and  amendments  of  Council  according  to  order. 

>tion,  ordered 

he  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  daily  allowance 
1  and  Petit  Jurors,"  should  have  a  second  reading,  which 
*  accordingly,  and  is  referred  to  further  consideration. 

>tion, 

ill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bertles  Shea,  a  lan- 
prisoner  in  the  jail  of  Kent  County,"  was  read  a  second 

a  some  amendments  being  proposed  and  made  at  the 
motion, 

ed.  That  Mr.  Wm.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
said  bill  and  amendments,  for  concurrence  of  that  House. 

tnith,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
lifted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from  Samuel 
1,  Esq.,  resigning  the  office  of  Continental  Loan  Officer 
Delaware  State;  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
g  the  issuing  certificates  for  interest  due  on^  Continental 
.  resolution  for  the  payment  of  £$  to  William  Manlove, 
to  be  due  to  him  by  the  Auditor  for  a  musket  and  car- 
>x ;  which,  by  order,  were  severally  read.  The  resolu- 
mded  on  the  letter  above  mentioned,  are  as  follows: 
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In  the  House  of  As 
Friday,  A.  N 

Whereas  it  appears  by  letter  from  Si 
the  Continental  Loan  Officer  of  this  Stat< 
to  resign  the  trust  assigned  to  him  by  an 
this  State,  entitled,  "An  act  for  raising 
six  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  for 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-f< 
relates  to  giving  certificates  for  interest  di 
Congress  and  liquidated  debts  against  tl 
which  resignation  the  General  Assembly 
order  to  make  the  business  as  easy  to  Mr. 
of  it  will  admit,  and  to  accommodate  it  t< 
ence  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  coun 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Patterson,  E 
Officer  of  this  State,  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
deputy  in  each  of  the  Counties  of  Kent  ai 
uties,  when  so  appointed,  are  hereby  dec) 
powers  to  issue  such  certificates  in  the  na 
ratterson,  as  the  said  Samuel  Patterson  1 
ted  act  of  Assembly. 

That  the  said  Samuel  Patterson  transr 
in  the  Counties  of  Kent  and  Sussex,  tru< 
tions  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  F 
States,  on  the  subject  of  issuing  the  certifi 
aforesaid,  together  with  a  written  form  < 
their  government  and  direction  in  perfonr 

That  in  case  the  United  States,  in  Con 
make  a  reasonable  compensation  to  the 
and  his  deputies,  for  their  trouble  in  perfoi 
vice,  that  this  State  will  make  such  compc 
the  General  Assembly  shall  deem  reasonal 

J  AS.  BOOTI 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  m< 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  784. 


887 


1  met. 


. .    .     .  Saturday,  October  30th,  A.  M. 
Present  all  the  members. 


illiam  Polk  reported  having  delivered  the  bill  for  the 
Bertles  Shea  to  the  House  of  Assembly  according  to 

evell,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
itted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  "A 
>nt  to  the  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery 
debts,"  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  Council 
),  and  to  many  parts  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly 
jreed,  and  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  As- 
3  those  of  Council. 

jtion,  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
f  the  allowance  to  the  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors,  and  after 
e  spent  therein,  the  same  is  referred  to  further  consider- 

tter  from  Samuel  Patterson,  Esquire,  Continental  Loan 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  there- 
re,  by  order,  read  the  second  time. 

don,  the  question  was  put,  "Shall  the  resolutions  of  the 
"  Assembly,  founded  on  the  letter  of  Samuel  Patterson, 
rejected  ?"  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative  unanimously. 

)tion,  ordered, 

i  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  propose  certain 
is  of  Council  respecting  tne  subject  of  the  letter  of 
^ttersdn,  Esq. 

tupon  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr.  Snow  are  ap- 
l  committee  for  that  purpose. 

il  then  took  into  consideration  their  amendments  on  the 
mtary  bill,  &c. 

>tion,  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  last  clause  but  one  in  the 
mtary  bill  to  the  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  re- 
>f  small  debts,  concerning  the  duties  of  the  justices  on 
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the  said  supplementary  bill  being  done  w 
same  were  ordered,  and  are  as  follows: 


-Mr.  Neill,  Mr.  W, 
Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Cr 


For  the  affirmative 
and  Mr.  Bassett 

For  the  negative— 
Mr.  J.  Polk. 

And  Council  being  thus  divided  on  th 
gave  his  voice  in  the  affirmative,  and  it  p; 
should  be  retained. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Saturday 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  member 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of 
plementary  bill  to  the  act  for  the  more  e 
of  small  debts,  with  the  amendments  of  < 
returned  by  that  House,  many  of  them  d: 
and  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  / 
amendments  of  Council,  and  inform  the 
Council  adhered  to  their  several  amenc 
from  which  they  had  receded,  and  that  < 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
ments  proposed  by  Council. 

Mr.  Neill,  being  returned,  reported  tl 
bill  and  amendments  last  mentioned  to 
according  to  order. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Auditor 
the  sum  of  £$  being  due  to  William  Mai 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  was 
concurred  in  by  Council. 
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i,  That  the  Speaker  sign  the  order  drawn  in  favor  of 
im  Manlove,  sent  with  the  above  mentioned  papers ; 
done  accordingly. 

ion,  ordered, 

r.  Snow  deliver  the  said  order  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
rding  to  order. 

K>m,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
tted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  supplementary  bill 
for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts, 
mendments  returned  to  that  House  and  adhered  to  by 
rith  a  paper  of  a  further  amendment  proposed  by  the 
,  and  a  verbal  message,  which,  being  read,  follows  in 
ds: 

l  Message  to  the  Council  from  the  House  of 
Assembly. 


ouse  have  fully  considered  the  amendments  proposed 
onorable  House  to  the  supplementary  bill  for  the  more 
speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,  and  still  continue  to 
h  of  the  said  amendments  as  were  before  disagreed  to 
ouse  and  adhered  to  by  the  Council,  and  have  also  pro- 
irther  amendment.  This  we  have  done  upon  full  convic- 
acceding  to  those  amendments  will  not  be  productive  of 
raming  the  bill;  and  altho'  we  conceive  this  law  to  be  a 
jficial  one,  and  much  desired  by  our  constituents,  yet, 
incil  cannot  recede  from  the  aforesaid  amendments,  we 
ament  the  loss  of  an  act  salutary  to  the  good  people  of 

econsideration  of  Council  on  their  amendment  on  the 
of  the  sum  from  ten  to  twelve  pounds  in  the  said  sup- 
y  bill  mentioned,  the  Council,  on  the  question,  receded 
amendment  thereon,  but  adhered  to  tne  other  several 
ats  by  them  proposed. 

don,   the  question  ^  was  put,  "Shall  a  committee  be 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  message  to  the  House  of 
,  therein  giving  the  reasons  of  Council  for  their  ad- 
2 
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herence  to  the  several  amendments  p 
supplementary  bill  last  mentioned,  exo 
Council  ?"     It  was  carried  in  the  affirau 

Committee:  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Wm.  F 

Mr.  Read  craved  leave  of  absence  af 
granted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  i 
lutions  concerning  the  resignation  of  & 
his  office  of  Continental  Loan  Officer  of 
that  they  had  essayed  a  draught  for  t 
submitted  to  the  correction  of  the  Hous 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  same  be 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  ; 
and  ordered  to  be  transcribed,  and  senl 
bly  for  concurrence. 

The  report  aforesaid  being  transcribec 
that  Mr.  Neill  wait  upon  the  House  of  / 
being  returned,  reported  he  had  deliver* 
order. 

Mr.  Douglass,  a  member  of  Assembly 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  t 
to  which  that  House  had  agreed,  with  tl 
by  Council,  with  a  resolution  to  affix  t 
to  which  Council  concurred,  and  the  S 
the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Taylor,  a  member  of  Assembly, 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  report  of 
on  the  letter  of  General  Patterson,  disaj 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepa 
Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  as 
adhering  to  their  amendments  proposed 
to  the  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy 
now  reported  that  they  had  essayed  a  a 
which  they  submitted  to  the  correction  < 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  read;  whic 
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some  amendments,  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 

iscribed  message  was  read  and  compared,  and  ordered 
id  by  the  Speaker. 

ny  further  proceedings  could  be  had,  notice  was  given 
louse  of  Assembly  had  adjourned  to  the  first  Monday 
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ES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

FNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


Monday,  3d  January,  1785. 

:ient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met  to  form 
t  on  that  day,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 
he  7th  of  the  same  month,  when  there  appeared,  as 

iv  Castle  County^— Thomas  McDonough,  Speaker,  Geo. 

nt  County — Richard  Bassett,  Vincent  Loockerman,  Silas 

don.  ordered, 

:he  question,  that  the  message  to  the  House  of  As- 
lat  was  prepared  by  Council  on  the  close  of  the  last 
id  could  not  be  delivered  on  account  of  the  sudden 
ent  of  that  House,  should  be  sent  on  the  first  meeting 
ouse,  together  with  the  bill  on  which  the  subject  matter 
essage  is  founded,  and  the  amendments  proposed  by 
lereto,  &c. 

/,  That  Mr.  Snow  deliver  the  same. 

tion,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  reviving  an  act  of 
of  the  late  Government  entitled  "An  act  for  the  ap- 
t  of  rangers  and  regulating  strays/'  as  the  same  has 
e  time  expired,  and  had  been  beneficial  heretofore  to 
people  of  this  State. 
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Ordered,  upon  the  question,  that  lea 
such  a  bill. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Council  met.     Present  same  members 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  m 


Council  met. 


Saturd^ 
Present  the  same  meml 


A  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  reviving 
for  the  appointment  of  rangers  and  rec 
now  delivered  to  the  Chair,  and,  by  ord 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  bill  concerning  range 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  passed 
the  House  of  Assembly,  for  concurrence 
deliver  the  same. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  10  o' 
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Monday,  January  ioth,  A.  M. 
I  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

aghead  now  informed  Council  that  he  had  delivered  the 
>rning  rangers  and  strays  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
to  order. 

ow  also  reported  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  Speaker 
»use  of  Assembly,  on  Saturday  last,  the  papers  commit- 
charge,  that  House  being  not  competent  to  do  business 
ne  for  want  of  a  sufficient  number  to  form  a  quorum. 

tion  being  made  and  seconded,  that  leave  be  given  to 
1  bill  obliging  executors  to  give  security  for  the  faithful 
ace  of  the  trust  in  them  reposed,  and  upon  the  question, 
in  the  affirmative. 

ssett  therefore  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

d  that  the  same.be  read;  which  was  done  accordingly, 
>n  the  table. 

ned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  January  i  ith,  A.  M. 

1  met.  Present  the  same  members,  and  Mr.  William 
0  appeared  at  this  meeting. 

>tion,  a  petition,  signed  by  Simon  Wilmer  Wilson  and 
relay  Ferry,  representing  the  injury  they  had  sustained 
pture  of  a  schooner,  part  whereof  belonged  to  them,  and 
sat  expense  by  them  incurred  in  paying  the  salvage  to 
>  had  afterwards  retaken  her,  &c,  and  desiring  relief  in 
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the  premises,  accompanied  with  their  a 
on  that  occasion,  and  the  Auditor's  re] 
the  first  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  a  remonstrance,  signed  I 
urer  of  Kent  County,  representing  that  h 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  payment  of  one  year's  interest  due  < 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  i 
Regiment,  the  officers  of  the  Hospital  an 
and  such  other  officers,  non-com missioi 
as  are  credited  to  this  State  in  its  quota  o: 
that  the  same  resolutions  directed  and 
dent  and  Commander-in-Chief  to  draw 
Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  ^7500  t< 
Castle  County,  for  the  sum  of  ^4000  t< 
County,  and  for  the  sum  of  ^1500  to 
County,  to  enable  them  to  discharge  1 
aforesaid ;  in  consequence  of  which  the 
order,  bearing  date  the  21st  of  April  last, 
urer  for  the  payment  of  ^4000  of  the  pu 
to  the  remonstrant,  John  Baning,  Treai 
applied  according  to  the  directions  of  th 
their  resolutions  aforesaid. 

That  the  remonstrant  did  not  think  it 
the  State  Treasurer  actual  payment  of 
the  said  order  of  the  President,  as  he  pre 
of  the  collectors  of  the  different  Hundn 
money  of  their  collections  sufficient  to  c 
said  as  fast  as  they  should  be  demanded 
the  actual  performance  of  the  duty  enjoii 
well  grounded. 

That  the  remonstrant  did,  immediate 
said  order  and  resolutions,  b^gin  and  hi 
several  public  debts  aforesaid,  in  the  ord 
resolutions,  out  of  the  several  collections 
until  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Samu< 
Treasurer,  dated  the  5th  December  las 
strant,  in  the  most  peremptory  and  autk 
pay  or  discount  any  debts  without  his  pa 
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y  reason  of  this  mandate  of  the  State  Treasurer  the 
int  conceives  he  cannot  safely  continue  to  pay  the  resi- 
e  said  ^4000  according  to  the  resolutions  aforesaid,  nor 
ly  order  or  warrant  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  Com- 
l-Chief,  for  the  payment  of  money,  unless  the  same  shall 
red  of  and  an  order  for  the  payment  of  the  sums  therein 
d  indorsed  thereon  by  the  said  State  Treasurer,  as  it 
presumed,  from  adverting  to  this  prohibition,  the  said 
atterson,  the  present  State  Treasurer,  will  not  allow  the 
int  credit  for  such  payments  on  the  settlement  of  his 
with  him,  and  humbly  praying  the  General  Assembly 
is  case  into  their  serious  consideration  and  provide  ways 
is  to  indemnify  him  for  the  payments  he  has  already 
strict  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  resolutions,  and  give 
•  advice  and  direction  how  he  is  to  demean  himself  in 
»  County  Treasurer,  in  respect  to  orders  drawn  upon 
le  payment  of  money,  either  by  the  General  Assembly, 
mander-in-Chief,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  what- 
nder  color  of  any  law  now  in  force,  except  such  orders 
iwn  upon  him  by  the  said  Samuel  Patterson,  as  he  has 
apprehend  that  the  payment  of  any  others  besides  the 
not  be  allowed  to  the  credit  of  his  accounts  on  settle- 
1  the  said  Samuel  Patterson. 

remonstrance  was  accompanied  with  the  resolutions  of 
ral  Assembly  and  the  letter  of  Samuel  Patterson  above 
d,  and  were  severally  read. 

d  to  lie  on  the  table. 

1  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

1  met.  Present  all  the  members  who  appeared  in  the 
except  Mr.  Bassett,  who  had  been  in  the  House  before 
g  thereof,  and  had  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  hours. 
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On  motion,  the  bill  for  raising  the 
Petit  Jurors,  which  was  left  under  consic 
of  the  General  Assembly,  was  now  agai 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow 


Wednesday 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  menr 
sideration  the  petition  of  Simon  Wilm< 
clay  Ferry,  and  the  papers  which  accom 
time  spent  therein,  ordered,  upon  the 
papers  be  delivered  to  the  petitioners, 
Mr.  Winder,  and  make  such  proofs  to  1 
claim  as  may  be  in  his  power. 

On  motion,  the  proposals  of  the  He 
pointing  conferees  on  the  subject  matt 
the  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  entitl 
easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  deb 
livered  to  one  of  the  members  of  Coun 
terday  after  Council  had  adjourned,  by 
Assembly,  was  now  read,  and  follows  ir 

In  the  House  of  < 
Tuesday,  ' 

The  House  resumed  the  consideratic 
supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  *1 
and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,' 
proposed  thereto  and  undetermined;  an 

Resolved,  That  it  be  proposed  to  the 
of  conference  be  appointed  by  each  Ho 
ject  matter  of  the  said  amendments. 
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xmferees  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House  are:  Mr. 
Mr.  Bedford,  and  Mr.  Raymond. 

ct  from  the  minutes. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 

it  for  concurrence." 

h  being  read  and  agreed  to  by  Council,  the  following 
en  were  appointed  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Council, 
Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Craghead,  and  Mr.  Snow;  who  are  to 
e  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Assembly  at  any 
j  place  that  is  most  agreeable  to  them. 

red,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  As- 
and  return  the  proposals  of  that  House  respecting  the 
ment  of  conferees  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  supple- 
r  bill  to  the  act  for  the  more  easy  recovery  of  small  debts, 
\  appointment  of  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Council  on 
iness. 

'oik,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
rommittea  to  his  charge  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
le  to  order. 

otion,  ordered, 

the  bill  entitled  '  'An  act  to  increase  the  daily  allowance 
d  and  Petit  Jurors,"  should  be  read  by  paragraphs,  in 
rse  of  which  sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and 
to  by  Council. 

red,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by 
,  should  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concur- 


*ed,  That  Mr.  Loockerman  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
the  bill  and  amendments,  &c. 

otion,  ordered, 

the  bill  obliging  executors  to  give  security  for  the  faithful 
ance  of  the  trust  in  them  reposed,  be  read  a  second  time; 
as  done  accordingly. 
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On  motion,  and  by  order,  the  said  bill  wai 
by  paragraphs,  passed  the  House,  is  order* 
and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  cone 

Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Council  met.     Present  the  same  members 

Mr,  Loockerman  reported  that  he  had  d 
amendments  committed  to  his  charge  to  the 

On  motion,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  1 
sident  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  Stal 
some  proper  person  in  the  commission  of  th 
of  the  several  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  of 
State,  and  for  other  purposes,  therein  mei 
granted ,  and  Mr,  Craghead  therefore  deJive 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  same  be  n 
accordingly. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morni 


Thursday,  Ja 

Council  met-     Present  the  same  members 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter 
proposed  by  Council  to  the  supplementary  1 
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y  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,  do  now  report, 
had  met  the  committee  of  the  Assembly  and  come  to 
nent  as  to  several  of  the  amendments,  and  had  referred 
ie  to  another  conference. 

itchell,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
Itted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
:  the  owners  and  possessors  of  the  meadow,  marsh  and 
n  Cedar  Creek,  in  Red  Lyon  Hundred,  in  the  County 
Castle,  to  erect  a  new  bank  in  part  and  to  keep  the  resi- 
e  old  bank,  &c,  in  repair,"  accompanied  with  a  petition 
ners  thereof,  and  sundry  advertisements  giving  notice  of 
cation,  &c. 

ill  for  obliging  executors  to  give  security,  &c,  being 
td  and  compared, 

>d,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
ie  same; 

being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  it  to  the 
the  House  being  not  sitting. 

00m,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  to  increase  the  daily  allowance 

and  Petit  Jurors,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
hereto,  all  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly  had  agreed 
>t  the  7th,  to  which  the  House  of  Assembly  proposed 
dment  and  an  additional  clause  for  the  limitation  of  the 
to  three  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next 

Assembly,  and  no  longer. 

mendments  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  amend- 
the  Council  being  read,  Council  agreed  to  the  same, 
ie  first,  to  which  they  adhered. 

?</,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  deliver  the  same  to  the 
*  Assembly. 

•ned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Council  met.     Present  the  same  mem 

The  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of 
the  County  of  New  Castle,  owners  of 
accompanied  with  a  bill  entitled  "An  j 
and  possessors  of  the  meadow,  mars! 
Creek,  in  Red  Lyon  Hundred,  in  the  ( 
erect  a  new  bank  in  part  and  keep  the 
&c,  in  repair,"  and  sundry  advertisem 
intended  application  to  the  General  As* 
their  having  been  put  up  in  due  time,  w 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  informed  ( 
the  papers  committed  to  his  charge  to 
according  to  order. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  on 
with  the  remonstrance  of  John  Baning, 
ty,  and  the  papers  accompanying  the  sa 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  h 
according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  n 


Fridai 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  mem 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  empowering  the  President 
to  commissionate  some  proper  persons 
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f  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the  respective  Coun- 
is  State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  was 
second  time. 

»d  to  lie  on  the  table, 
rned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
il  met.     Present  the  same  members. 
5tion,  ordered, 

:he  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  empower  the  President  to 
suitable  persons  to  preside  in  the  several  Courts  of 
Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  this  State,"  was  read 
graphs,  after  sundry  amendments  agreed  to  by  Council 
and  the  questions  being  severally  put,   it  passed  the 

ed  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
lrrence. 

ition,  signed  by  the  Rev.  Sydenham  Thorne,  a  clergy- 
:he  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  an  inhabitant  of 
Zounty,  complaining  of  his  being  taxed  in  that  county, 
to  usage  and  custom,  all  other  clergymen  having  been 
d  from  taxation,  and  praying  relief  in  the  premises,  was 
first  time. 

*d  to  lie  on  the  table. 

rned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


H 
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Saturday, 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  memb 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  empower  t 
suitable  persons  to  preside  in  the  several ' 
ter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  this  State,1 
compared,  on  motion, 


Ordered,  That  Mr, 

sembly  therewith. 


William  Polk  wai 


Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  Assembly,  ; 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  froi 
panied  with  a  letter  from  Captain  Williai 
certificate  of  monies  advanced  the  Dela 
State  of  Delaware  for  the  year  1781,  * 
House  of  Assembly  in  favor  of  Capt.  M 
currence. 

Ordered  that  the  above  papers  be  rea 
cordingly,  and  the  resolution  follows  in  tl 

In  the  House  of  I 
Satur 

The  House  took  into  consideration  1 
McKennan,  of  the  29th  of  October  last,  v 
and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  Captain  William  McK 
ceive  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  capt 
was  employed  in  obtaining  and  distribu1 
certificates  of  the  pay  of  officers  and  a 
Regiment,  and  that  the  Auditor  be  din 
and  report  to  the  General  Assembly  the  s 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 
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rill,  a  member  of  Council,  now  appeared  in  the  House 
med  them  he  had  been  very  unwell,  which  had  occa- 
s  not  attending  sooner,  and  therefore  hoped  the  excuse 
il,  which  is  accepted. 

•Ik,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
litted  to  his  charge  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  accord- 
ler. 

jcial  order,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
£  Capt.  McKennan,  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 

d,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
e  same; 

>eing  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  paper 
d  to  his  charge,  according  to  order. 

Tied  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

1  met     Present  the  same  members,  and  adjourned  to 
next  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Monday,  January  17th,  A.  M.,  1785. 

1  met     Present  the  same  members,  except  Mr.  Neill, 
disposed. 

mes,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  ibr  establishing 
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On  motion,  by  order,  die  said  bill  was  n 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  to  o'clock  to-morrow  mor 


Tuesday,  J 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  membei 

The  Speaker  presented  to  Council  a  Iette 
William  Mil  Ian,  representing  that  he  had  < 
nation  for  j^  1 5  :  o,  that  he  had  delivered 
McClavj  which  has  been  since  lost;  that  CI 
was  confiscated  and  sold  for  the  purpose 
and  the  residue  for  the  use  of  the  State;  tJ 
sale  of  said  estate  is  lost  by  the  failing  o 
that  he  conceives  he  ought  to  be  paid  the 
of  his  bond  by  this  State,  the  amount  of  wl 
now  exhibited,  is  £22  :  17, 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  letter  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  l'An  act  for  establishinj 
a  second  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nixon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  at 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  *  \ 
able  persons  to  preside  in  the  several  Couj 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  this  State, ' r  with  s 
posed  by  that  House  to  the  same. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  amendments  p 

of  Assembly  to  the  last  mentioned  bill  wer 
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Iroom,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
ivered  to  the  Chair  resolutions  of  that  House  respecting 
'ance  to  the  Delegates  in  Congress,  which,  on  motion,  by 
/ere  read,  and  follow  in  these  words,  viz : 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Monday,  January  17th,  1785. 

reas  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  provide  for 
x)it  of  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the  Congress  of 
ted  States  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  honor  and  dignity 
station;  therefore 

ved,  That  each  of  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the 
«  of  the  United  States,  for  the  present  year,  be  allowed 
of  forty  shillings  for  every  day  he  has  attended,  or  shall 
a  Congress,  or  any  committee  thereof,  and  also  the  same 
•  day  for  traveling  charges  in  going  thereto,  and  returning 
m. 

ved  also,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses,  or,  in  the 
f  the  General  Assembly,  the  President  or  Commander-in- 
F  this  State,  upon  each  Delegate's  producing  an  account 
tendance,  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  draw  an  order 
State  Treasurer  indorsed  on  such  account,  for  the  pay- 
'  the  same;  which  account,  with  the  order  and  receipt, 
a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  Treasurer  in  the  settlement 
ccounts. 


JAS.  BOOTH,  Cl'k  of  Assembly. 


for  concurrence. 


irned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


9t  o 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNC 


Council  met.     Present  the  same  member 


On  motion,  by  order, 


The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assei 
allowance  per  day  of  the  Delegates  to  Con 
to  the  United  States,  were  read  a  second  1 
which  reading  some  amendments  were  proj 
to  by  Council 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  delivt 
the  House  of  Assembly; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  had  d 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  amendments  p 
of  Assembly  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  I 
dent  to  appoint  suitable  persons  to  preside 
of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace,"  were  tal 
and  severally  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordere 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  mon 


Wednesday,  J 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  memben 

The  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '  *  An  act  to  e 
to  appoint  suitable  persons  to  preside  in 
General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in 
amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  As* 
by  Council,  was  now  read  and  compared. 
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ed%  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
same; 

being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  bill  and 
ents  committed  to  his  charge,  according  to  order. 

Laymond,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  ad- 
nd  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  of  that  House 
ig  the  allowance  to  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the 
States  in  Congress,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by 
thereunto,  to  two  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly  had 
and  to  the  other,  with  respect  to  increasing  the  daily 
e  from  40s.  to  45-r.,  that  House  had  disagreed;  also  a 
F  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Gen- 
»mbly  respecting  the  claim  of  Capt.  William  McKennan; 
port  follows  in  these  words,  viz: 

\uditor  of  Accounts  being  unprovided  with  the  late  t 
ns  of  Congress  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Army, 
ed  himself  of  the  best  information  in  his  power  to  pro- 
present,  and  thereupon  begs  leave  to  make  the  follow- 
rt,  viz:  That  there  is  due  to  Captain  William  McKen- 
his  pay  and  subsistence,  and  forage  for  his  horse,  for 
onths,  fifteen  days,  the  time  he  charges  to  have  been 
d  in  obtaining  and  distributing  final  settlement  certificates 
ay  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment, 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  pounds,  seventeen  shil- 
l  six  pence. 

y  18th,  1785.         E.  McCOMB,  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

House  of  Assembly,  Wednesday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  19,  1785, 
t  agreed  to. 

JAMES  BOOTH,  CV k  of  Assembly. 

imcil.     Read  and  concurred  in. 

JAMES  SYKES,  CVk  Leg.  Council 

il  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
dishing  a  Militia,' '  and  after  some  time  spent  therein  is 
to  further  consideration. 

otion,  by  order,  on  reading  the  amendments  of  Council 
solutions  of  Assembly  respecting  the  daily  allowance  of 
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the  Delegates  in  Congress  from  this  Stat 
'*  Do  Council  rescind  their  amendment  ti 
increasing  the  daily  allowance  therein  mei 
the  affirmative,  and  Council  concurred  in  t 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Loockerman  wait  c 
the  several  papers  delivered  to  Council 
which  Council  had  agreed,  and  also  deli 
William  MiUan's  letter,  with  its  inclosures, 

Mr.  Loockerman,  being  returned,  repor 
ered  the  papers  committed  to  his  charge,  a 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  R  M. 


Council  met. 

Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  Assembly,  atl 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  tl 
an  order  in  favor  of  Capt.  William  McKei 
report  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  with  th 
House;  which,  by  order,  being  read  and  a 
these  words,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Ass 
Wednesday 

On  motion, 

Resolved ',  That  the  Speakers  of  both  I 
on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  payment 
eighty -five  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and 
McKennan,  agreeable  to  the  Auditor's  fi 
day  by  the  General  Assembly, 

JAS,  booth 

Sent  for  concurrence. 
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•oom  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  order,  drawn  by  the 
f  Assembly,  in  favor  of  John  Vining,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
s  from  this  State  to  Congress,  for  the  sum  of  ^1 15  :  10, 
int  of  his  account,  as  exhibited  to  the  General  Assembly, 
ttendance  in  Congress  the  last  year,  and  for  the  present 
his  time;  which,  by  order,  was  read  and  agreed  to  by 

?</,  That  the  said  orders  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of 
which  was  accordingly  done. 

rned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning, 


Thursday,  January  20th,  A.  M. 

il  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  yesterday. 

Dtion  being  made  and  seconded,  that  leave  be  given  to 
a  resolution  of  this  House  requiring  and  directing  the 
t  of  Congress  from  this  State,  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
Congress  to  form  and  recommend  to  the  Legislature  of 
e  what  in  their  opinion  may  be  a  proper  peace  estab- 
.  so  as  to  form  the  Militia  of  the  Union  on  a  uniform, 
ind  respectable  footing,  which  is  granted;  and  Mr.  Bas- 
a  resolution  on  the  table  for  that  purpose,  which,  by 
as  read,  and  follows  in  these  words: 

leas  a  well  regulated  Militia  is  and  must  be  considered 
alladium  of  the  security  of  our  country,  and  the  first 
resort  in  case  of  hostility;  and  whereas  to  make  it  more 
d  powerful  it  is  necessary  the  same  systen  should,  as  near 
le,  pervade  the  United  States,  that  the  discipline  of  the 
f  the  Continent  may  be  uniform,  and  the  same  species 
accoutrements  and  military  apparatus  be  introduced  in 
rt  of  the  United  States;  therefore 

vd,  That  the  delegates  to  Congress  from  this  State  be 
and  directed,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  to  press  Con- 
form and  recommend  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 

15 
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States  what,  in  their  wisdom,  may  be 
ment  for  the  United  States  [  in  whicl 
doubted ,  will  be  paid  by  Congress  to 
the  militia  of  the  Union  upon  a  regular 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M, 


Council  met  and  adjourned  to  100'cl 


Fridj 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  met 

Council  resumed  the  consideration  o 
for  establishing  a  Militia."  In  the  co 
by  paragraphs,  sundry  amendments  w 
to  as  far  as  Section  six.  The  further  cor 
until  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  P.  M> 


Council  met     Present  the  same  men 

The  Council  again  resumed  the  con 
tied  * l An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia, 
and  some  amendments  were  proposed  1 
ninth,  which  were  agreed  to  by  Coun< 
of  the  said  bill  also  agreed  to. 
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ed,  That  the  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the 
f  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

)tion,  ordered, 

the  resolution  of  Council  respecting  the  directing  the 
>  of  Congress  from  this  State  to  press  upon  Congress 
ssity  of  recommending  to' the  several  Legislatures  of 
ed  States  what  in  their  wisdom  may  be  a  proper  peace 
ment,  &c,  should  be  read;  which  was  done  accordingly, 
ed  to  by  Council. 

ed,  To  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  above  men- 
ill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

rtion,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  as  a  supplement  to  "An 
be  better  regulation  of  servants  and  slaves,  &c.,M  the 
granted,  and  Mr.  Snow  delivered  a  bill  on  the  table, 
y  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

ed  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ed,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
the  resolution  drawn  in  favor  of  Capt.  McKennan. 

rned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  January  22d,  A.  M. 
il  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  yesterday. 

mendments  to  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia,  being 
ed,  were  compared,  also  the  resolution  directing  the 
5  of  Congress  from  this  State  to  press  upon  Congress 
ing  and  recommending  to  the  several  Legislatures  of  the 
Itates  a  proper  peace  establishment,  &c. 

ed,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  As- 
tfith  these  papers,  together  with  the  bill  for  establishing 
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Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported 
the  House  of  Assembly  the  papers  now 
and  also  the  resolution  in  favor  of  Car. 
committed  to  him  yesterday  in  the  aftei 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M, 


Council  met.     Present  the  same  men 

Mr.  Nixon,  a  member  of  Assembly, 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  engrosser 
mentary  act  to  the  act  entitled  *An  a 
speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,'  tJ  with 
engrossed  bill  entitled  '  *  An  act  to  emp< 
point  suitable  persons  to  preside  in  the 
Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  this  ! 
bill  entitled  4  'An  act  to  increase  the  dai 
Petit  Jurors  and  Witnesses,"  signed  by 
of  Assembly;  which  were  severally  con 

Mr.  Nixon  also  delivered  to  the  Cha 
Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  virtue  of  an 
for  the  support  of  non-commissioned 
&c. ,  disabled  in  the  course  of  the  late  1 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  two 
read  the  first  time* 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday 
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Monday,  January  24th,  A.  M. 

cil  met.  Present  all  the  members,  as  Mr.  Read  and  Mr. 
Polk  now  appeared  in  the  House  and  severally  informed 
1 — the  former,  that  at  the  time  of  the  first  meeting  of  the 
\  the  weather  was  so  extremely  severe  that  he  could  not, 
state  of  health,  venture  abroad;  that  the  week  following 
erv  urgent  and  indispensable  business  intervened,  which 
d  him;  the  latter,  that  his  absence  was  occasioned  by  the 
3f  his  wife  and  his  own  indisposition.  Both  of  the  gen- 
s  reasons  are  admitted,  and  tney  stand  excused. 

lotion,  by  order,  the  several  engrossed  bills  last  mentioned 
yned  by  the  Speaker. 

lotion,  by  order, 

bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors 
leadow,  marsh  and  cripple  on  Cedar  Creek,  in  Red  Lyon 
>d,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  to  erect  a  new  bank  in 
d  to  keep  the  residue  of  the  old  bank,  &c,  in  repair," 
tied  by  the  Speaker. 

red.  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
deliver  there  tne  several  bills  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

lotion,  by  order, 

Dill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  support  of  non-commissioned 
private  soldiers,  warrant  officers,  marines,  and  seamen, 
of  this  State,  who,  in  the  course  of  the  late  war,  have 

aimed,  or  disabled  from  getting  a  livelihood,"  was  read  a 

time. 

red  to  lie  on  the  table. 

oshua  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  deliver- 
>ills  committed  to  his  charge,  according  to  order. 

lotion,  by  order, 

>ill  entitled  "An  act  for  calling  in  and  destroying  such  of 
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the  Bills  of  Credit,   emitted  by  virtue 
passed  under  the  present  or  former  Go1 
now  outstanding,  and  for  other  purpo 
was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly, 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  ei 
the  amendments  proposed  by  Council  t 
which  the  House  of  Assembly  has  disag: 

Adjourned  to  10  o1  clock  to-morrow  ir 


Tuesday 

Council  met.    Present  all  the  members 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  petition  fr< 
Thorne  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  further 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Council  met.     All  the  members  prese 

Mr,  Re  veil,  a  member  of  Assembly, 
and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  enti 
executors  to  give  security  for  the  faith! 
reposed  in  them  bv  their  testator,  * '  with 
proposed  by  that  House. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  amendmer 
bill  by  the  House  of  Assembly  were  reac 
mously. 
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notion, 

*redt  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
i  bill,  and  the  amendments  of  that  House  disagreed  to  by 

Neill,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  returned  to  the 
of  Assembly  the  bill  and  amendments  thereunto,  proposed 
House,  according  to  order. 

Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  to 
I  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia,"  to  some  of 
the  Assembly  had  disagreed,  and  after  some  time  spent 
,  the  question  was  put,  "Do  Council  adhere  to  their  7th 
ment?M  which  is — in  Section  7  and  line  11  of  the  bill,  after 
rds  [provided  with]  insert  the  words  [sufficient  arms  and 
ements  to  enable  nim  to  be  taught  and  instructed  in  his 
id  exercise,  to  be  adjudged  of  by  the  commanding  officer 
:] — and  the  House  being  divided  on  this  question,  the 
x  gave  his  voice  in  the  affirmative. 

[notion,  that  the  veas  and  nays  should  be  entered  on  this 
n,  it  was  ordered  accordingly,  which  are  as  follows: 


the  affirmative 
srman. 


-Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Snow,  Mr. 


the  negative — Mr.  Craghead,  Mr.  Neill,  Mr.  J.  Polk,  Mr. 
Ik. 

whole  of  the  amendments  disagreed  to  by  the^  House  of 
bly  were  adhered  to  by  Council,  on  the  questions  being 
ly  put 

turned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Council  met. 
On  motion, 


Wednesda 

Present  all  the  membe 


Ordered,  That  Mr,  Craghead  wait  oi 

and  return  the  bill  entitled  flAn  act  to 
the  amendments  of  Council. 

Mn  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petition,  si 
inhabitants  of  Kent  County,  praying  tl 
Assembly  should  pass  to  permit  them 
Mispillion  Creek,  at  the  upper  landing  c 
would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  put 
ble  sum  of  money  was  subscribed  for  th 
tion,  from  divers  inhabitants  of  Kent  anc 
the  prayer  of"  the  first,  and  a  resolution  i 
appointing  a  committee  upon  the  afores 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  petiti< 
House  of  Assembly  were  read, 

Mr.  Craghead,  being  returned,  repoi 
the  papers  committed  to  his  charge,  ace 

On  motion,  some  amendments  were  a 
of  the  Assembly  for  appointing  a  comi 
tioned  petitions,  and  being  transcribed, 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  William  Polk  w 
deliver  the  same. 

On  motion ,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  * ( A  further  supplem 
act  for  the  better  regulation  of  servants 
second  time.     Referred  to  further  consi 

Mr,  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  1 
papers  committed  to  his  charge,  accord 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P,  M. 
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il  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

[anny,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
irned  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  the  House  Assembly 
i£  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  the  petitions  con- 
the  bridge  over  Mispillion  Creek,  with  the  amendments 
:il  to  which  that  House  had  agreed,  which  was  concurred 
Duncil,  and  Mr.  William  Polk  is  appointed  as  one  of  the 
ee  on  the  part  of  the  Council;  which  resolution  follows  in 
>rds: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

January  25th,  1785. 

louse  having  taken  into  consideration  the  petition  from 
habitants  of  this  State,  praying  that  a  law  be  enacted  for 
a  bridge  over  Mispillion  Creek,  near  the  upper  landing 
lid  Creek, — and  also  the  petition  from  divers  inhabitants 
ounties  of  Kent  and  Sussex,  praying  that  the  waters  of 
1  creeks  may  not  be  obstructed  by  bridges  being  built 
same,  and  especially  that  no  bridge  may  be  permitted  to 
over  Mispillion  Creek,  near  Oliver  and  Cropper's  land- 
ed?, That  a  committee  of  the  General  Assembly,  consist- 
iree,  be  appointed,  to  whom  the  said  petitions  be  referred, 
■>  are  hereby  directed  to  go  upon  the  premises  aforesaid, 
lpon  viewing  the  same,  they  shall  be  of  opinion  that  a 
greeted  over  Mispillion  Creek,  as  aforesaid,  will  be  of 
tility,  they  shall  ascertain  the  place  where,  and  the  man- 
,  the  same  shall  be  erected;  and  that  the  said  committee 
beir  opinion  thereon  fully  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  Gen- 
embly. 

nembers  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House  are  Mr. 
nd  Mr.  Bradley. 

ct  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

or  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly. 

:  Legislative  Council,  January  26th,  1785,  read  and  con- 
ti. 
16 
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The  member  appointed  on  the  part  o 
liam  Polk, 

JAMES  SYK 

On  motion,  Council  took  into  consi 
"An  act  for  calling  in  and  destroying-  si 
emitted  by  virtue  of  any  laws  of  this 
p resent  or  former  Government  thereof, 
&e,  , "  and  after  some  debate  thereon,  i 
si  deration. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'  clock  to-morrow  1 


TlIURSDA 

Council  met  Present  all  the  membe 
sideration  of  the  last  mentioned  bill,  anc 
was  put,  *'  Shall  the  bill  now  under  cons 
and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  01 
entered,  was  ordered  accordingly,  and  1 

For  the  affirmative— Mr.  Loockermai 
Polk,  Mr.  W,  Polk,  Mr.  Neill,  Mr  Cra 

For  the  negative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Ba 

On  motion  that  the  said  bill  shall  be  t 
of  three,  the  members  appointed  are  : 
Snow,  and  Mr,  Craghead* 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M, 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
cil  met. 

ommittee  to  whom  the  last  mentioned  bill  was  committed, 
I  that  they  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  required 
time  to  perfect  the  same;  which  was  granted. 

arned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


cil  met. 


Friday,  January  28th,  A.  M. 
Present  all  the  members. 


ttxon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
ivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  for  ap- 
r  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  bill  for  establishing  a 

red  to  lie  on  the  table. 

laymond,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  recovery 
ies  received  under  the  late  Militia  law." 

red  to  lie  on  the  table. 

lotion,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  vesting  in  Trustees, 
use  therein  mentioned,  the  title  of  the  school  house  and 
'eon  the  same  is  erected,  and  an  adjoining  lot  in  the  Town 
er,  the  same  is  granted,  and  Mr.  Bassett  laid  a  bill  on  the 
r  that  purpose. 

red  to  lie  on  the  table. 

irned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Council  met.     Present  all  the  membc 

On  motion, 

The  bill  entitled  '  *  An  act  for  vesting 
of  ground  whereon  the  same  is  built, 
of  ground  contiguous  thereunto  in  the 
tees  for  the  use  therein  mentioned/'  a 
ferred  to  therein,  were  read  the  first  tin: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On   motion,   Council  resumed   the 
entitled  t(An  act  for  the  support  of  n< 
private  soldiers,   warrant  officers,   mar 
and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments  afoi 
sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  cone 

The  gentlemen  to  whom  the  bill  fo 
Credit,  &c. r  was  committed,  now  repon 
sundry  amendments  to  the  same*  whit 
and  submitted  to  the  correction  of  the  1 


Ordered  that  the  same  be  read. 
On  motion,  by  order, 


The  bill  entitled  '  *  A  supplement  to  a 
and  slaves, ' '  was  read,  by  paragraphs,  i 
the  enacting  clause,  "Do  Council  agrei 
in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Ass« 
ferees  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  a 
Council  to  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Mil 
in  these  words,  viz: 


I 
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In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

January  28th,  1785. 

House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  pro* 

0  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia/1  and 
>on 

Ivedy  That  it  be  proposed  to  the  Council  that  a  committee 
Dinted  by  each  House  to  confer  on  the  subject  matter  of 

1  amendments. 

conferees  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House  are:  Mr. 
Mr.  James,  and  Mr.  Taylor. 


ict  from  the  minutes, 
for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 

CVk  of  Assembly. 


urred  in  by  Council.  Gentlemen  appointed  on  the  part 
Council:  Mr.  Snow,  Mr.  Neill,  and  Mr.  Joshua  Polk. 

red,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
e  appointment  of  a  committee  upon  the  petitions  for  and 
the  building  a  bridge  over  Mispillion  Creek,  &c. ;  the 
on  of  Assembly  for  appointing  conferees  on  the  subject 
of  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia;  the  bill  for  the  sup- 
non-commissioned  officers,  private  soldiers,  &c,  with  the 
nents  proposed  and  agreed  to  by  Council. 

lotion,  ordered 

Mr.  William  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
awing  verbal  message: 

bal  Message  from  the  Council  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

the  Council  request  to  know  from  the  honorable  House 
tmbly,  whether  any  reports  have  been  made  and  returned 

House,  in  virtue  of  the  act  for  stating  the  accounts  of  the 
Loan-Offices,  and  of  commissioners  into  whose  hands  any 
nonies  have  come  by  virtue  of  laws  passed  under  the  for- 
vernment,  &c,  passed  the  12th  February,  1781;  and  if 
h,  the  Council  request,  that  the  House  of  Assembly  may 
le  same  to  be  delivered  to  Council  for  their  information  as 
1  of  the  bill,  entitled,  "An  act  for  calling  in  and  destroying 
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such  of  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by 
State,  passed  under  the  present  or  fo] 
as  are  now  outstanding-,  and  for  oth 
tioned, ' '  sent  up  by  the  House  of  Asse 
Council  for  consideration  and  concurrei 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow 


Saturd* 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  meml 

Mr,  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  h 
message,  according  to  order, 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  *  'An  act  for  vesting 
in  the  Town  of  Dover  in  Trustees,  &c. , 
Ordered  to  be  postponed, 

Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  Assembh 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  return  of  I 
Office  accounts  of  Kent  and  Sussex,  a 
message,  which  follows  in  these  words, 

A  Verbal  Message  from  the  Hou 

Council. 

Gentlemen : 

In  answer  to  your  verbal  message,  re 
of  Assembly  inform  the  honorable  the  C 
appointed  by  the  act  of  the  twelfth  of 
ported  their  settlements  of  the  Loar 
Counties  of  Kent  and  Sussex,  but  that 
business  in  the  County  of  New  Castle 
two  reports  that  have  been  made,  wl 
Council  for  their  information,  have  not 
House. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P,  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

cil  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

lotion,  by  order, 

bill  entitled  "An  act  for  destroying  the  Bills  of  Credit 
by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this  State,  &c,  with  the  amend- 
hereto  agreed  by  the  committee  appointed  for  that  pur- 
ere  read,  and  after  some  time  spent  in  the  consideration 
is  referred  to  three  o'clock  on  Monday  afternoon. 

Smith,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
ivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  support  of  non-com- 
ed  officers,  &c,  with  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed 
rtouse  of  Assembly  thereto. 

orned  to  3  o'clock  on  Monday  next,  P.  M. 


Monday,  January  31st,  P.  M. 

cil  met     Present  all  the  members. 

eable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Council  resumed  the  con- 
>n  of  the  bill  for  destroying  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by 
f  any  law  of  this  State,  &c,  and  the  first  enacting  clause 
jad,  as  amended,  the  question  was  put,  after  the  same  had 
bated,  "Do  Council  agree  to  the  same?"  and  it  passed  in 
mative. 

he  affirmative — Mr.  Neill,  Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Joshua 
[r.  Craghead,  Mr.  Loockerman,  and  Mr.  Snow. 

he  negative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett. 

lined  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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TUBSDi 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  memb 
sideration  of  the  bill  for  destroying  the 
virtue  of  any  law  of  this  State,  &c.,  a 
therein,  is  referred  till  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Council  met     Present  all  the  memb 

sideration  of  the  last  mentioned  bill, 
were  proposed  and  agreed  thereunto, 
tion  thereof  postponed  until  to-morrow 

Adjourned  to  jo  o'clock  to-morrow 


Wednesd. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  memb 
sideration  of  the  last  mentioned  bill;  ai 
transcribed,  were  compared,  and  the  < 
said  bill  is  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  th< 
the  said  bill  and  the  amendments  of  < 
concurrence  of  that  House. 

Mr.  Bradley,  a  member  of  Assembly 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  en  tit 
lation  of  certain  water  grist-mills  on 
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bounty ;"  certain  resolutions  of  that  House  for  printing 
es  of  the  Laws  of  this  State,  and  a  proposition  for  filling 
blank  in  the  said  resolutions  with  the  names  of  George 
Villiam  Killen,  and  James  Booth,  Esquires;  which,  by 
fere  severally  read. 

>plication  of  Mr.  William  Polk  for  leave  of  absence  the 
kg  time  that  Council  may  sit,  the  same  is  granted. 

irned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
nl  met.     Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  William 

ames,  a  member  of  Assembly,  delivered  to  the  Chair  a 
ent  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  proposing  to  fill  up  the 
a  the  bill  for  calling  in  and  destroying  the  Bills  of  Credit, 
h  the  names  of  John  Stockton  for  New  Castle  County, 
McComb  for  Kent  County,  and  Joseph  Hall  for  Sussex 
as  Trustees  of  the  respective  Loan  Offices;  which,  by 
'as  read. 

otion,  by  order, 

>ill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  regulation  of  certain  water 
Us  on  Brandywine  Creek,  in  New  Castle  County,' '  was 
econd  time. 

red  under  consideration  until  to-morrow  morning. 

)ouglass,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
delivered  to  the  Chair  two  reports  of  the  Auditor  of 

3,  the  one  of  26th,  and  the  other  of  27th  January,  with 

nendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  one 
reports;  Mr.  Henry  Neill's  accounts,  and  a  resolution 

ng  the  time  of  the  intended  adjournment  of  that  House; 

>y  order,  were  severally  read. 

irned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
17 
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Council  met 


Thursd 
Present  the  same  mei 


Mr,  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  report  o 

of  this  day 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  R  M. 


Council  met.  Present  the  same  mc 
consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  r; 
ing  the  appointing  of  commissioners 
the  Laws  of  this  State,  and  sundry  am 
and  George  Reed  and  James  Booth  t  E 
missioners. 

Ordered \  That  Mr,  Neill  wait  on  th 
the  above  mentioned  papers; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  h 
ing  to  order, 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow 


Fridj 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  mei 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  Mr.  Craghead  and  Mr*  Snow  al 
with  the  reports  by  him  presented  to  t 
there  examine  the  vouchers  in  support 
ported,  and  make  report  of  their  proa 
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entlemen,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  had  attend- 
i  Auditor's  office,  according  to  order,  and  had  examined 
hers  respecting  the  reports  of  the  sums  due  to  the  Whig 
1,  and  of  those  concerning  Mr.  NeiU's  Battalion,  for  both 
le  vouchers  were  sufficient,  and  that  they  are  properly 
)le  to  the  United  States;  that  with  respect  to  the  report 
as  sufficient  vouchers  for  the  several  accounts  therein 
1  by  the.  Auditor. 

[itchell,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
rned  the  proposition  for  filling-  up  the  blank  in  the  reso- 
:>r  printing  the  laws,  disagreed  to  by  the  Assembly;  also 
lutions  thereon,  and  amendments  of  Council,  to  several 
1  the  House  of  Assembly  had  disagreed. 

:il  took  into  consideration  the  bill  for  regulating  the  water 
Is  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  agreed  to  sundry 
ents,  which  were  transcribed,  and  compared. 

ed,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
deliver  the  said  bill,  with  the  proposed  amendments  of 
thereunto. 

rned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

:il  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

otion,  Council  went  into  the  consideration  of  the  bill  en- 
in  act  for  the  recovery  of  the  monies  received  under  the 
tia  law  of  this  State,"  and  after  some  amendments  made 
ted  to,  the  same  was  transcribed. 

•ed,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
last  mentioned  bill  and  amendments  of  Council; 

being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  them,  accord- 
•der. 

room,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
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and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution 
debts;  a  resolution  for  the  payment  c 
Craghead,  with  a  memorial  of  the  said 
certificate,  signed  by  Joseph  Noam,  Ri 
sum  due  to  the  said  George  Crag  head,  * 
which,  by  order,  were  severally  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  th< 
the  resolutions  of  that  House  respectn 
with  the  further  amendments  propose 
and  the  proposition  for  filling  up  the  bl 
the  names  of  the  commissioners  thereh 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  I 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  Assembly 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  r 
in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  with  th< 
and  some  amendments  proposed  by  tl 
those  of  Council,  to  which  amendments 
agreed  to.     Sent  to  the  Assembly  by  I 

Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  Assembh 
and  returned  the  resolution  of  that  He 
of  this  State,  with  amendments  of  G 
of  Assembly,  and  a  proposition  for  fil 
resolution  with  the  names  of  the  comm: 
ments  of  Council  the  House  of  Asseml 

Mr,  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  report  of 
that  there  is  due  to  James  Wilson,  Esq 
sentingr  this  State's  claim  of  the  sch< 
Committee  of  Appeals  appointed  by  ( 
to  William  Clark,  Esq,  t  £i  :  3  :  1 1 ,  fo 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  1 
1 6th  April,  1780,  for  £51  Continental  ] 

Read  and  concurred  in,  and  orde 
Speaker: 

On  motion,  Council  took  into  consi 
ported  by  the  Auditor  of  the  27th  Janu 
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proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto,  and  agreed 
same,  and  the  several  accounts  therein  reported  are  agreed 

ered,  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
tie  general  accounts  of  the  Auditor,  and  their  amendments 
),  and  also  deliver  at  the  same  time  the  Loan  Office  ac- 
of  Kent  and  Sussex. 

turned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  February  5th,  A.  M. 
ncil  met     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Nixon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
d  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  Auditor's  general  account, 
le  amendments  proposed  by  that  House  thereto,  and  the 
ments  proposed  by  Council  to  the  amendments  of  Assem- 
hich  were  agreed  to  by  that  House.     . 

several  reports  of  the  Auditor,  and  the  resolutions  of  the 
of  Assembly  thereupon,  were  now  considered  and  agreed 

eredy  That  the  Speaker  sign  the  same;  which  was  accord- 
lone. 

ered,  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
turn  the  above  mentioned  papers  and  the  resolutions  res- 
r  the  printing  the  Laws,  as  agreed  to  by  Council; 

5,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
accordmg  to  order. 

Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
turned  the  papers  last  mentioned,  sent  to  that  House  by 
-aghead,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  Council  to  the 
ion  respecting  the  Clothier,  which  the  House  of  Assembly 
reed  to. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Loockerman  wai 
sembly  and  return  the  above  papers  to 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  i 
according  to  order, 

Mr,  James,  a  member  of  Assembly, 

and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution 
lowing  words,  viz: 

In  the  Hoi 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
Houses  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the 
to  his  Excellency,  the  President,  for  c 
during  his  attendance  on  the  General 
tofore. 

JAS.  BOO 

Sent  for  concurrence. 
Adjourned  1030"  clock,  P.  M. 


Council  met.  Present  the  same  mei 
consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  the  H 
ing  the  payment  of  sundry  debts  due  frc 
amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed 

Ordered,  That  they  be  transcribed  a 
consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  a  member  of  Assembly 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  several  t 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  Assembly, 

Ordered,  That  the  three  laws  retu: 
signed  by  the  Speaker;  which  was  done 
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vd,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
return  the  resolutions  of  that  House  respecting  the  pay- 
"  certain  public  debts,  with  the  amendments  of  Council 
and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the 
t  to  his  Excellency,  the  President,  the  sum  of  ^50,  which 
ted  to  by  Council; 

being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  papers 
:ed  to  his  charge,  according  to  order. 

ames,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted, 
irned  the  resolutions  of  that  House  with  respect  to  the 
t  of  certain  public  debts,  and  the  amendments  of  Council 
all  of  which  were  disagreed  to,  but  the  first. 

:il  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Offices 
espective  Counties  in  this  State,  in  order  to  fill  up  the 
iks  in  the  bill  for  calling  in  and  discharging  the  bills  of 
ind  upon  casting  up  the  polls  it  appeared  that  the  fol- 
persons  were  choosen  by  a  majority  of  votes,  viz:  For 
mty  of  New  Castle,  John  Stockton;  for  the  County  of 
ieorge  McCall;  and  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  Joseph 

red,  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
urn  the  resolutions  of  that  House  concerning  the  payment 
in  public  debts,  with  amendments  of  Council  disagreed  to 
Assembly  and  adhered  to  by  Council;  also  an  agreement 
tcil  to  the  two  persons  proposed  by  that  House  for  Trus- 
the  Loan  Offices  of  New  Castle  and  Sussex  Counties, 
position  of  George  McCall,  for  Trustee  of  the  Loan  Of- 
Kent  County;  as  also  the  several  laws  now  passed,  to- 
nrith  a  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  said 
ssed  this  sitting,  the  titles  of  which  are  as  follows,  viz: 

"An  act  to  empower  the  President  to  appoint  suitable 
to  preside  in  the  several  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Ses- 
the  Peace  in  this  State ;" 

dly.  "An  act  to  increase  the  daily  allowance  to  Grand 
it  Jurors  and  Witnesses ;" 

ily.  "A  supplement  to  an  act.  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
sy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts;'  M 
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Fourthly.    "An  act  to  enable  the  owi 
meadow,  marsh  and  cripple,  on  Cedar 
dred,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  to 
and  to  keep  the  residue  of  the  old  bank 
gates  in  repair,  and  to  raise  a  fund  to  < 
of;" 

Fifthly.  "An  act  for  the  support  of 
ficers,  private  soldiers,  warrant  office 
citizens  of  this  State,  who,  in  the  cot 
been  maimed,  or  disabled  from  getting 

Sixthly.  "An  act  for  calling  in  an< 
Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  virtue  of  an] 
under  the  present  or  former  governmei 
standing,  and  for  other  purposes  therei 

Seventhly.  "An  act  for  the  regulati 
mills  in  New  Castle  County ;" 

Eighthly.  "An  act  for  the  recovery 
the  late  Militia  law. " 

Also  a  verbal  message,  concerning 
and  the  adherence  of  Council  to  their  ; 
which  message  follows  in  these  words: 

Gentlemen  : 

Council  have  adhered  to  their  amenc 
honorable  House,  and  herewith  retur 
signed  their  reasons  for  the  same,  did  ti 
fill,  from  the  verbal  message  received  tfc 
are  not  disposed  to  sit  until  the  reasons 
pose  and  adhere  to  their  amendments 
on  paper. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly 
and  returned  the  proposition  of  George 
Loan  Office  of  Kent  County,  disagree 
proposing  Simon  Wilmer  Wilson. 

On  motion,  an  order  was  drawn  o 
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George  Craehead,  Esq.,  for  the  sum  mentioned  in  the 
q  of  Assembly,  concurred  in  by  Council,  and  was  signed 
peaker  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Crag- 

ed,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
the  proposition  of  Simon  Wilmer  Wilson  for  Trustee  of 
,oan  Office  for  Kent  County,  which  was  acceded  to  by 

being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
g  to  order. 

mith,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
irered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  calling  in  and  destroying 
of  Credit  emitted  by  this  State,  signed  by  the  Speaker 
louse,  and  a  warrant  to  affix  the  Great  Seal  to  the  several 
sed  this  sitting. 

>ill  entitled  "An  act  for  calling  in  and  destroying  the 
Credit  of  this  State,' '  was  compared  and  signed  by  the 

edt  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
le  last  mentioned  papers. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  delivered  to  the 
of  Council  notice  of  the  adjournment  of  the  House  of 
y  to  the  1 6th  day  of  May  next. 

il  therefore  adjourned  to  the  said  16th  day  of  May  next 
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ADJOURNED  SESSION,  MAY,   1785. 


Monday,  May  16th,  1785. 

cient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met  to  form 

1  on  that  day,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 

the  24th  of  the  same  month,  when  there  appeared  as 

ew  Castle  County — Thomas  McDonough,  Speaker,  Geo. 

mt  County — Richard  Bassett,  Vincent  Loockerman,  Silas 

issex  County — William  Polk,  Joshua  Polk. 

aghead  laid  on  the  table  a  memorial,  signed  by  James 
)f  the  borough  of  Wilmington,  in  the  County  of  New 
rinter,  which,  on  motion,  by  order,  was  read;  and  set 
:  he  had  frequently  done  printing  business  for  the  Gen- 
mnbly;  that  great  part  of  the  amount  thereof  was  still 
ind  desiring  immediate  payment  of  the  same;  and  it  is 
jrther  set  forth  that  he  is  desirous  of  undertaking  the 
the  laws  of  this  State,  lately  resolved  by  the  General 
r  to  be  revised  and  printed;  and  that  he  will  perform  the 
as  reasonable  terms  as  any  other  person  whatsoever. 

d  to  lie  on  the  table. 

tied  to  ten  o'  clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Wedn 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  me 
Mr.  Bassett. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow 


Thui 
Council  met.  Present  the  same  me 
Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afte 


Council  met.     Present  the  same  mc 

On  motion,  that  agreeable  to  the 
Government,  it  was  necessary  to  rem 
the  Privy  Council,  last  appointed  by 
elapsed  since  that  appointment,  and  tc 
that  one  may  be  chosen  to  fill  up  the 
removed,  which  being  seconded,  Coi 
to  determine  which  of  those  two  last  a 
ed,  and,  upon  reading  the  polls,  it  ap 
unanimously  removed,  and  the  perso 
to  supply  the  vacancy  is  referred  until 

Adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-mom 
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Friday,  May  27th,  A.  M. 

icil  met  Present  the  same  members,  and  Mr.  Henry 
vho  appeared,  was  excused  for  his  absence,  and  took  his 

ieable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Council  proceeded  to  put  in 
ition  persons  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  a  Privy  Councillor,  and 
owing  gentlemen  were  put  in  nomination,  viz  : 

lit.  Craghead — Capt.  James  Black,  Capt.  John  Garratt 
Ir.  Loockerman — Alexander  Porter. 
Ax.  Bassett — James  Sykes; 

tat  in  the  afternoon  Council  will  proceed  to  ballot  from  the 
nominations. 

Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  petition,  signed  by  Benjamin 
ns,  owner  of  a  grist-mill,  at  Noxonton,  in  New  Castle 
r,  complaining  of  the  great  hardship  and  inconvenience  of 
ig  called  upon  to  support  and  repair  a  bridge,  on  the  upper 
om  New  Castle  to  Dover,  at  tne  head  of  said  mill-pond, 
le  thinks  ought  to  be  maintained  by  the  public,  as  a  bridge 
be  equally  necessary  were  there  no  mill  at  the  place  afore- 
nd  praying  relief  in  the  premises,  from  the  Legislature  of 
ate,  which,  together  with  certificates  signed  by  a  number 
>ectable  inhabitants  of  New  Castle  County,  setting  forth 
e  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is,  in  their  opinion,  reasonable, 
it  he  ought  not  to  be  burdened  with  any  expense  rela- 

the  said  bridge,  more  than  any  other  taxable  of  the  said 
r;  which,  on  motion,  by  order,  were  read.    • 

sred  to  lie  on  the  table. 

turned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
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Council  met.  Present  the  same  men 
ballot  for  a  Privy  Councillor,  agreeable  t 
noon,  and  the  votes  having  been  receiv 
and  polled,  it  appeared  that  Major  Jame 
majority  of  votes,  and  he  is  declared  d 
cillor  in  the  room  of  John  Lea. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  m 


Saturi 

Council  met  Present  the  same  mer 
and  Mr,  Joshua  Polk. 

Mr.  Nixon,  a  member  of  the  House 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair 
appointing  Mr.  Kollock  one  of  the  com 
the  subject  matter  of  the  disputed  amen 
bill  entitled  MAn  act  for  establishing  a  I 
Mr*  Peery,  who  is  absent;  also  a  mess; 
accompanied  with  sundry  resolutions  o 
which,  by  order*  were  severally  read* 

Mr*  Douglass,  a  member  of  the  Hou 
ing,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  CI 
act  for  establishing  a  Militia/ '  with  the  a 
Council  thereto,  and  the  report  of  the  < 
thereon ;  which  report,  by  order,  was  re 
eration. 

Mr.  Neil  I  desired  leave  of  absence  du 
having  a  vessel  ready  to  sail,  on  boan 
going  to  sea ;  which  is  granted. 

Mr.  Bassett  desired  leave  of  absence 
urgent  business  in  Maryland;  which  is  g] 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  ioo'i 
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Monday,  May  30th,  P.  M. 

icil  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Neill,  and  Mr.  Snow. 

notion,  ordered, 

the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  subject 
of  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia,  be 
ead,  which  being  done  accordingly,  and  the  question  put, 
Council  agree  to  the  said  report?"  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 

notion  of  Mr.  Loockerman,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  should  be  entered,  it  is  ordered  accordingly. 

the  affirmative — Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Craghead,  Mr. 
Polk. 

the  negative — Mr.  Loockerman. 

rred,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
d  deliver  the  last  mentioned  bill,  with  the  report  of  the 
ttee  of  conference,  to  which  Council  had  agreed; 

>,  being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  them  accord- 
Drder. 

Mitchell,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
mitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  supplementary  bill  to 
for  regulating  the  wharves,  &c. ,  at  Wilmington,  accom- 
by  a  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  borough; 
by  order,  were  read. 

ired  to  lie  on  the  table. 

William  Polk  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
an  act  entitled  'An  act  directing  the  punishment  of  petty 
,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned;'  "  which,  by 
was  read. 

lotion,  by  order, 
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The  bill  for  regulating  the  wharves,  p 
Borough  of  Wilmington,  was  read  a  sec 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  m 


Tues 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  meml 

On  motion, 

The  bill  entitled  UA  supplement  to  th 
the  better  regulating  the  wharves,  public 
walls  and  partition  Tences  in  the  Boroug 
County  of  New  Castle,  upon  Delaware,  ; 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  borough  for  t 
thereof, '  '  *  was  read,  by  paragraphs,  am 
erally  put  on  each  paragraph,  they  wej 
and  the  bill  will  pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Snow  wait  on  the 
the  last  mentioned  bill  and  deliver  the  sa 
accompanied  it,  to  that  House; 

Who,  being  returned^  reported  tba 
papers  committed  to  him,  according  to  < 

On  motion, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal 
directing  the  punishment  of  petty  larcen; 
therein  mentioned,'  M  was  read  a  seconc 

Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon, 
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nl  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

otion, 

)ill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  'An  act  di- 
iie  punishment  of  petty  larceny,  and  for  other  purposes 
iientioned, '  "  was  read  by  paragraphs,  and  the  questions 
iverally  put,  was  agreed  to  by  Council,  and  the  bill  will 

vd,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
the  said  bill  tor  concurrence,  and  also  at  the  same  time 
o  that  House  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Williams  concern- 
bridge  over  the  head  of  his  mill  pond; 

being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  papers 
ed  to  nis  charge,  according  to  order. 

irned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  June  1st,  A.  M. 

al  met     Present  the  same  members  as  yesterday. 

fixon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
vered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  raising 
>  for  the  service  of  the  year  1785." 

otion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

Douglass,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
vered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  repealing  the  act  directing 
ishment  of  petty  larceny,  &c,  to  which  the  House  of 
iy  had  agreed. 

•ed  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

trned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
19 
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Council  met     Present  the  same  men 

The  last  mentioned  bill,  being  engro 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  signed  b 
done  accordingly. 

Mr,  Broom,  a  member  of  the  Hous 
.was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  CI 
mittee  appointed  by  the  General  Ass< 
1783,  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  < 
County  so  far  as  related  to  the  estate 
dee'd,  signed  by  Thomas  Collins,  Johi 
dated  April  19th,  1784,  with  the  additi 
counts  to  that  committee  at  the  time  c 
which,  being  read  and  considered  by 
of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  is  concurre 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  o 
and  deliver  the  said  report,  concurred  i 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  William  Polk  laid  on  the  table  i 
inhabitants  of  Sussex  County,  who  r 
great  inconvenience  from  a  road  line  t 
in  Cedar  Creek  Hundred,  and  prayin; 
General  Assembly  to  permit  the  petit 
said  road,  to  prevent  the  inconvenience 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  petitic 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  raising 
of  the  year  1785,  was  read  the  second  1 


[The  remainder  of  the  Journal  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  785. 


947 


As  shown  by  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  As- 
»th  houses  adjourned  on  the  6th  of  June  until  the  30th 
September.  A  session  of  the  General  Assembly  was  con- 
)n  the  twentieth  day  of  October,  1785,  and  continued  until 
day  of  November,  when  an  adjournment  took  place  until 
day  of  January,  1786.  The  following  papers  belong  to 
10a] : 


sent  to  the  Council,  Friday,  June  3d,  1785,  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 
solution  for  the  payment  of  ^135  :  5s.  to  the  representatives  of  Thomas 
leceased : 

Auditor  of  Accounts,  having  examined  the  papers  accom- 
%  the  petition  of  Thomas  Stroud  to  the  General  Assembly, 
arere  referred  to  him,  begs  leave  to  report:  That  it  appears 
a  vessel  belonging  to  the  petitioner  was  taken  or  hired  by 
n  President  oi  the  State  to  receive  on  board  the  papers  of 
atinental  Loan  Office  of  this  State  and  the  records  of  New 
County,  together  with  some  valuable  private  property,  in 

0  preserve  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 

1  their  march  from  the  Head  of  Elk  to  Philadelphia;  that 
i  vessel,  with  the  above  mentioned  papers,  records,  and 
y  on  board,  lying  under  the  guns  of  the  fort  near  Wil- 
n,  was  taken  oy  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
:ember,  1777,  and  received  so  much  damage  while  in  their 
ion  that  it  cost  the  petitioner  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 
one  pounds  ten  shillings  to  repair  her,  which,  together 
15  charged  for  five  days'  hire,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  two 
d  and  six  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  ten  pence,  for  which 
rs  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  State. 

Auditor  has  taken  some  pains  to  obtain  the  necessary  in- 
on  relative  to  this  business,  but  has  not  succeeded  to  his 
He  therefore  prays  to  be  excused  from  hazarding  his 
)pinion,  and  to  refer  the  case  of  the  widow  (the  petitioner 
lately  departed  this  life)  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature, 
ing  he  will  venture  to  mention,  that  as  the  vesselin  ques- 
s  taken  up  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  papers 
Loan  Office  as  the  records  of  New  Castle  County,  the  al- 
e,  if  any  is  made,  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  paid  and 
equally  between  this  State  and  the  United  States. 

3d,  1785.  E.  McCOMB,  Auditor  of  Accounts. 
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Message  from  the  Council  received  La  the  House  * 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  received  the  last  evening  J 

posed  by  them  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  aci 
public  marts  or  fairs,"  some  of  which  are 
rejected  by  your  honorable  House,  and  ha 
amendments,  still  retain  the  highest  sense 
on  account  of  their  tendency  to  shorten  1 
the  propriety  of  expression ;  therefore  Co 
able  House  to  reconsider  the  proposed  am 
House  cannot  consider  the  same  in  the  li 
they  conceive  the  bill  necessary  and  us* 
both  Houses,  we  presume,  the  same,  ra 
lost,  will  recede  from  their  proposed  amen 


List  of  engrossed  bills,  to  which  the  Great  Seal  i 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  sent  to 
June  4*  1785- 

*  *  An  act  for  raising  ten  thousand  five  h 
service  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hui 

ilA  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  'An 
lating  the  wharfs,  public  streets,  building's, 
tion-fences,  in  the  Borough  of   Wilming 
New  Castle,  upon  Delaware,  and  for  ran 
habitants  of  the  said  borough,  for  the 
thereof;1  " 

*  'An  act  to  prevent  the  issuing  the  writ  < 
dum,  in  certain  cases;" 

"An  act  to  enable  Joseph  Oliver,  of  th 
heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  to  ere< 
lion  Creek;M 

"An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  'An 
ishment  of  petit- larceny,  and  for  other 
tionedf 

"An  act  for  the  suppression  of  public  re 

"An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia/* 
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Messages  from  his  Excellency  Nicholas  Vandyke,  President : 

nen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

Secretary  will  lay  before  you  sundry  acts  of  Congress, 
'  have  received  subsequent  to  the  adjournment  of  the  late 

I  Assembly. 

reauisition  of  Congress  for  this  State's  computed  quota  of 
liwon  dollars,  demanded  from  the  United  States,  is  an 
which,  from  its  importance,  requires  your  earliest  atten- 
Hie  purposes  to  which  this  sum  is  to  be  applied,  and  the 
of  the  demand,  are  clearly  specified  in  the  requisition; 
-ust  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  urge  any  arguments  in  favor 
)lyin£  with  a  measure,  the  obvious  consequence  of  which 
stabhshment  of  foreign  and  domestic  credit. 

;  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  an  act  of  Congress,  of  the 
April,  1784,  recommending  to  the  States  to  vest  the  United 
in  Congress  assembled,  with  powers  competent  to  the 
on  of  commerce,  the  situation  of  which  claims  the  atten- 
the  several  States,  and  few  objects  of  greater  importance 
sent  themselves  to  their  notice.  Without  investing  the 
council  of  the  empire  with  such  powers,  we  can  never 
id  reciprocal  advantages  in  trade,  or  restrain  such  foreign 
rce  as  may  not  be  founded  upon  principles  of  equality. 

II  appear,  from  many  of  the  papers  now  laid  before  you, 
ngress  urge  in  the  strongest  manner,  and  with  the  most 
reasons,  the  importance  and  necessity  of  a  constant  rep- 
ion  of  the  different  States,  and  that  each  State  should 
esented,  at  all  times  when  Congress  are  sitting,  by  three 
ns.  The  dignity  and  interest  of  this  State,  as  well  as  of 
on,  are  materially  concerned  in  a  constant  and  full  repre- 
n,  and  I  hope  your  Honors  will  take  this  matter  into  your 
consideration. 

1st  also  recommend  your  attention  to  the  other  papers 
tted,  a  compliance  with  which  will  tend  to  promote  federal 
ice  and  prosperity. 

NICHOLAS  VANDYKE, 
r,  October  27,  1785. 
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Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  ; 

I  have  this  day  received,  and  directt 
the  Secretary,  a  letter  from  the  Seer 
dated  the  10th  instant,  accompanied 
Regency  of  Algiers  have  declared  war 
of  America ;  and  also  two  other  letter 
of  Congress,  and  the  other  from  the 
first  of  these  is  accompanied  by  an  ac 
instant,  by  which  the  several  States  i 
complete,  without  delay t  the  whole  of  1 
tions  of  September,  1782*  and  April,  ] 
accounts  of  the  balances  due  on  the  n 
the  30th  of  October,  iy8iT  and  the  4 
1 6th  of  October,  1782. 

The  General  Assembly  will  hereby  h 
exertions  are  necessary  to  be  made*  1 
for  the  important  purpose  of  effectual 
domestic  credit;  an  object  which,  from 
to  all  the  States  in  the  Union,  1  recom: 
sideration. 

NIC 

Dover,  October  28,  1785, 


Minutes  of  a  meeting  of  both  Houses  of  the  1 
beT4,  17S5: 

The  Council  and  House  of  Assembly 
ber,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day 
ballot,  to  the  election  of  Delegates  to 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  Ame: 
in  November  in  the  year  one  thousand  : 
six,  and  the  box  containing  the  ballot 
Speakers  of  both  Houses,  in  the  pres 
Honorable  Gunning  Bedford,  Junior,  J 
Thomas  Rodney,  and  William  Feery, 
elected. 
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manuscript  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  for  the  session 
icing  January  3,  and  ending  February  3,  1786,  is  not  in 
:e  archives.  From  the  printed  Journal  of  the  House  of 
ly  it  is  found  that  the  session  was  adjourned  to  the  23d 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  acts  passed  during  the 
'  and  January  sessions]  : 

An  act  for  the  more  effectual  preservation  of  all  such 
r  other  vesseb,  and  the  goods  thereof,  as  shall  be  forced 
e  or  stranded  upon  the  coasts  of  this  State,  and  for  other 
s  therein  mentioned;" 

An  act  to  supply  the  defect  occasioned  by  the  loss  of 
articles  of  agreement  made  between  John  Brinkle,  late 
t  County,  since  deceased,  and  James  Partridge,  of  New 
County,  for  the  exchange  of  their  lands,  &c.,  in  the 
ve  counties  aforesaid;" 

An  act  to  enable  the  present  Trustee  of  the  Loan  Office 
Castle  County  to  convey  unto  Joseph  Dickinson,  of  the 
mty,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of 
irchased  by  the  said  Joseph  of  the  late  Trustees  of  the 
ce;" 

An  act  for  the  recovery  of  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five 
I  and  fifty-three  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  six  pence, 
n  the  estate  of  John  Vining,  Esquire,  deceased,  formerly 
the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  for  the  County  of  Kent;" 

An  act  for  the  appointment  of  rangers  and  regulation  of 
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6.  "An  act  to  enable  the  owners  a 
of  meadow,    marsh  and  cripple,    situ 
Hundred  and  County  of  New  Castle, 
canals,  sluices  and  flood-gates  in  repaii 

7.  "An  act  for  devising  and  establis 
of  by  divers  officers  in  the  respective  ( 

8.  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Pres 
pany  of  the  Bank  of  North  America ;" 

9.  "An  act  to  invest  the  United  S 
bled,  with  powers  for  the  regulation  of 
fifteen  years;" 

10.  '  'An  act  for  continuing  the  pou 

1 1.  "An  act  to  establish  certain  free 
State  and  for  the  encouragement  of  cc 
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VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


LGISLATIVE   COUNCIL, 

HELD  AT  DOVER,  MAY  29TH,  A.  D.  1786. 


ifficient  number  of  members  to  compose  a  House  not 
ng,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Friday, 
ond  day  of  June,  1786. 


Friday,  2d  June,  1786,  A.  M. 
following  members  appeared  in  Council,  viz : 
New  Castle  County — Thomas  McDonough,  George  Crag- 

Kent  County — Silas  Snow,  James  Tiltop,  John  Baning. 

the  said  members  being  so  met,  it  appearing  that  the 
>f  the  Council,  James  Sykes,  Esq.,  from  his  indisposition, 
able  to  attend  at  this  time,  the  Council  proceeded  to  the 
of  a  Clerk  pro  tempore^  and  Stephen  Sykes  was  unani- 

chosen. 

ben  Sykes  appeared  in  the  Council,  took  the  oath  and  sub- 
the  declaration  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article 
Constitution  of  this  State,  and  also  took  the  oath  of  office 
k  of  the  Council.    [See  note  on  page  n~\ 

Craehead  presented  to  the  Chair  a  petition,  signed  by  a 
r  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Castle  County,  members  of 
isbyterian  congregation  in  Mill  Creek  Hundred,  where  the 
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Reverend  Mr.  John  McCreary  ofTiciat 
in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  said  eongn 
signed  by  the  members  of  the  Presby 
Of  Christiana,  in  White  Clay  Creek  H 
New  Castie,  praying  leave  to  bring  in  i 
of  the  said  congregation. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  same 
accordingly. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  said 
committee  of  two,  to  report  thereon, 
Mr,  Til  ton. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Council  met  according  to  adjournme 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  lett 
the  Chairman  of  Congress,  containing 
concerning  the  system  of  general  revei 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  lett 
report  of  the  committee. 

Mr-  Craghead  presented  to  the  Ch 
inhabitants  of  New  Castle  County,  pn 
mode  of  making  and  repairing  the  pul 
lectin g  the  poor  of  the  said  county  int< 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  petiti 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Adjourned  to  ro  o'clock  to-morrow 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  June  3,  1786. 

cil  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

:ommittee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  divers 
nts  of  New  Castle  County,  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
s  of  White  Clay  Creek  and  of  Mill  Creek  Hundreds, 

leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  said  conerega- 
dw  brought  in  their  report;  which  was  read,  and  follows 

words:* 

Lotion,  ordered, 

Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Tilton,  and  Mr.  Snow  are  appointed  a 
tee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  granting  a  general  charter  of  in- 
tion  to  all  the  churches  and  religious  societies  of  every 
n  denomination,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
tee  in  their  report  upon  the  petitions  of  the  members  of 

churches,  &c. 

lrned  to  Monday  next  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning. 


Monday,  June  5th,  A.  M. 

cil  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

oshua  Polk  appeared  in  Council  and  took  his  seat. 

otion,  by  order, 

>ill  entitled  "An  act  for  laving  a  rate  or  duty  on  certain 
nd  lowering  the  salaries  of  the  Justices  of  the  Courts  of 
n  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts,  and  for  other  purposes, " 
i. 

lrned  to  3  o'clock. 

report  does  not  appear  on  the  record. 
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Council  met  according  to  adjourn nu 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepan 
more  equal  assessment  of  the  propert 
State,  as  also  of  the  property  in  the 
itants  of  any  other  State,  now  laid  on 
read. 

Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

On  motion ,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  fi 
ment,"  was  read  a  second  time  and  ui 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  i 
bly  and  return  the  bill  entitled  '  'An  aci 
Government/1  and  inform  them  that 
same. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  laying  a  rate  or  duty  o 
read  a  second  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow 


Tuesday  M< 
Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournmec 
Mr,  Read  appeared  in  Council  and  t 
On  motion,  by  order, 
The  bill  entided   "An  act  for  the  i 
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y  within  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
"  was  read  a  second  time. 

red  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Craghead,  having  returned,  reported  that  he  had  deliv- 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  the  bill  entitled 
*  for  the  further  security  of  Government' ' 

lotion, 

lvedy  That  Council  will  go  into  a  third  reading  of  the  bill 
i  "An  act  for  laying  a  rate  or  duty,  &c.,n  to-morrow 
on. 

urned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

icil  met  according  to  adjournment. 

House  now  went  into  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled 
ct  for  raising  twenty-one  thousand  pounds  for  the  service 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,"  and 
>me  time  spent  therein  it  was  committed  to  Mr.  Read, 
ow,  and  Mr.  Polk,  to  report  thereon. 

urned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  June  7th,  1786,  A.  M. 

icil  met  according  to  adjournment 

Patten,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
mitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers, 
l  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  vesting  Congress  with 
to  levy  duties,  &c;  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  Con- 
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gress,  recommending  a  revision  of  t 
from  Joseph  T allow  to  the  General  1 
State;  a  memorial  of  Richard  B assert 
upon  the  petition  of  Joseph  Tatlow  \ 
Bassett ;  Auditor's  report  upon  the  fi 
low,  and  the  depositions  of  Samuel  I 
with  a  certificate  of  Thomas  Carrell,  E 
another  of  General  Mifflin,  Quartern! 
papers  were  severally  read* 

Council  resumed  the  consideration  c 
for  the  more  equal  assessment  of  prop 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned," 
therein,  resolved  that  Council  will  go  : 
said  bill  on  the  day  after  to-morrow,  ir 

Adjourned  to  3  o*  clock. 


Council  met  according  to  adjourn m* 

Council  now  went  into  the  considi 
'  'An  act  for  the  laying  a  rate  or  dut> 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  it  w 
sideration. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  i 
eral  charter  of  incorporation  to  all  r 
Christian  denomination,  now  laid  one 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow 


Thursday 
Council  met  and  adjourned  to  3  o'cl 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

cil  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill  entitled  "An 
raising  twenty-one  thousand  pounds  for  the  service  of  the 
e  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,"  now  informed 
that  they  had  made  some  progress  in  that  business,  but 
t  been  able  to  finish  the  same,  and  desired  a  longer  time; 
ras  granted. 

tition  from*  divers  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Castle  County, 
;  an  alteration  in  the  law  for  maintaining  public  roads,  was 
ed  to  the  Chair  and  read. 

red  to  lie  on  the  table. 

cil  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
laying  a  rate  or  duty  on  certain  offices,  &c,"  and  after 
me  spent  therein,  the  same  was  again  deferred  for  further 
ration. 

urned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  June  9th,  1786. 

cil  met  according  to  adjournment. 

cil,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Wednesday,  went  into  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  more 
issessment  of  property  within  this  State,  and  for  other 
s  therein  mentioned,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
further  consideration  was  deferred  until  this  afternoon. 

urned  to  3  o'clock. 


121 
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Council  met     Present  the  same  men 

On  motion,  the  memorial  of  Richar 
tion  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereor 
and  thereupon  the  Council  concurred  i 
of  Assembly  that  the  General  Assembl 
should  proceed  to  the  appointment  of 
Court  of  Appeals  for  this  State,  agrees 
the  Constitution,  but 

Resolved,  That  such  appointment,  o 
be  postponed  until  the  bul  proposed  b] 
in  their  resolutions  aforesaid,  for  ascerfc 
said  Judges,  &c. ,  shall  have  been  actec 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  be  trj 
House  of  Assembly. 

STI 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tilton  wait  upoi 
with  the  foregoing  motion  and  resolutic 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  1 
the  Speaker  of  that  House,  the  Hous< 
journed  for  that  day. 

On  motion,  Council  now  resumed 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  more  equ 
within  this  State,  and  for  other  purpose 
after  some  time  spent  therein  the  sam 

fentlemen  on  the  first  committee,  to  1 
Lead  and  Craghead. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  786. 


963 


Saturday,  June  10th,  1786,  A.  M. 

cil  met  according  to  adjournment 

K>tion,  by  order, 

bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  all  the  religious  denom- 
>  in  this  State  to  appoint  Trustees,  who  shall  be  a  body 
te  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  the  temporalities 
respective  congregations,' '  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
te  was  recommitted  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  first  commit- 
which  Mr.  Read  was  added. 

urned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

cil  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  adjourned  to  10 
on  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  June  12th,  1786,  A.  M. 

cil  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present  the  same 

rs. 

committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill  entitled  "An 
raising  twenty-one  thousand  pounds  for  the  service  of  the 
e  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,"  now  reported 
amendments,  which  were  read. 

urned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Council  met  according  to  adjournme 

The  Council  now  proceeded  in  tht 
entitled  "An  act  for  raising  twenty-on< 
service  of  the  year  1786,"  with  the  sev< 
thereto,  and  after  making  considerable 
was  deferred  to  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow 


, 


Tuesday, 

Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournmen 
bers. 

Council  now  went  into  the  conside 
"An  act  for  raising  twenty-one  thousa 
of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hunt 
the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
to  report  thereon,  and  upon  debatii 
which  is  as  follows: 

But  whereas  it  is  just  and  reasonab 
charge  of  such  of  the  certificates  to  be 
well  on  all  Continental  Loan  Office  c 
office  in  this  State,  as  on  liquidated  c 
due  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  \ 
received  from  the  taxables  by  any  of 
it  therefore  enacted  that  the  State  Trea 
and  required,  so  often  as  he  shall  hav 
under  this  act,  where  the  proportion 
of  the  amount  of  the  interest  certificat 
without  fee  or  reward  therefor,  any  sue 
may  be  brought  to  him  for  that  pur 
thereof,  in  specie,  to  the  bearer,  from 
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d  that  the  holders  of  such  interest  certificates  may  have 
when  to  attend  the  State  Treasurer  for  this  purpose,  he 
ay  also  authorized  and  required,  at  the  expense  of  the 

0  give  public  notice,  by  advertisement,  to  be  inserted  in 
iaware  Gazette,  when  and  where  such  holder  may  attend 
exchange  as  aforesaid. 

on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  same,  the  yeas  and  nays 
quired  by  Mr.  Read,  and  are  as  follows: 

—Mr.  Craghead,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  J.  Polk,  Mr.  Snow,  and 
ssett 

-Mr.  Tilton. 

so  the  46th  amendment,  which  is  as  follows:  And  to  the 

it  the  taxables,  within  this  State,  who  may  hold  any  cer- 

of  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States,  and  that  all 

of  Loan  Office  certificates  issued  from  the  Office  in  this 

lav  obtain  certificates  for  all  the  interest  due  thereon,  to 

ofay  of  the  year  1784,  in  a  reasonable  time  after  the  pas- 

this  act,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  two-thirds 

their  tax  therewith,  or  otherwise  obtaining  the  exchange 

1  to  be  made  as  aforesaid;  and  the  General  Assembly  of 
te,  considering  the  provisions  in  this  act  as  a  compliance 
e  first  hereinbefore  recited  requisitions  of  Congress,  be  it 
e  enacted,  that  if  the  Commissioner  of  the  Continental 
ffice  of  this  State  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  settle  and  cer- 

interest  due  on  any  of  the  certificates  aforesaid,  to  the 
r  of  the  year  1784,  upon  reasonable  application  to  him 
it  any  time  after  one  month  from  the  passing  of  this  act, 
hall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President  or  Commander- 
r,  for  the  time  being,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
1,  upon  any  and  every  complaint  to  him  made,  and  sup- 
by  an  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  party,  or  any  credible 

of  such  refusal  or  neglect  in  the  Commissioner  of  the 
ntal  Loan  Office  aforesaid,  forthwith  to  summons  the 
Council,  notifying  the  Commissioner  and  the  party  com- 

to  attend  the  meeting  thereof,  and  then  proceed  into  the 
of  the  facts  of  refusal  or  neglect  aforesaid,  and  if  the  same 
made  clearly  to  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  President 
vy  Council,  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
to  issue  his  proclamation  declaring  a  suspension  of  the 
>n  of  taxes,  directed  to  be  made  by  this  act,  until  such 
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cause  of  complaint,  as  aforesaid,  sha 
and  as  often  as  the  President  and  Prh 

factory  evidence  that  it  shall  be  so  do 
advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  is  heret 
quired  to  take  off  such  suspension  ai 
the  taxes  aforesaid  by  other  proclama 
issued,  anything  herein  before  contain 
standing. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  tfa 
were  required  by  Mr.  Read,  and  are  i 

Yeas — Mr,  Craghead,  Mr.  Read,  M 

Nays — Mr,  Tilton  and  Mr.  Baning. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Council  met  and  proceeded  in  th 
entitled  "An  act  for  raising  twenty -on 
service  of  the  year  A,  D,  1786/*  with 
thereto,  and  having  made  considerable 
ed  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday 

Council  met  according  to  adjournmi 

Mr.  Daniel  Polk  appeared  in  Counc 

The  Council  now  went  into  the  ft 
several  amendments  proposed  to  th< 
raising  twenty -one  thousand  pounds 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ei 
time  spent  therein,  the  amendments  w 
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edy  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
nbly  for  their  concurrence. 

ud  amendments  being  transcribed  and  compared, 

edy  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assem- 
1  the  said  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  twenty-one 
1  pounds,  &c,"  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto 
icil; 

being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 

otion,  by  order, 

jpplementary  bill  to  the  act  vesting  Congress  with  power 
luties,  &c,  was  read  a  second  time. 

IcLane,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bundle  of  papers 

lg  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  upon  the 
of  John  McKinTy,  Esquire,  with  the  said  accounts  and 

elative  thereto. 

edy  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
irn  the  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  vesting  Congress 
«ver  to  levy  duties,  &c,  with  a  paper  of  amendments 
i  thereto,  and  a  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  Congress, 
ending  a  revision  of  the  impost  law; 

being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  same  ac- 
to  order. 

rned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
il  met. 

rtion,  by  order,  the  accounts  of  John  McKinly,  Esquire, 
papers  relative  thereto,  were  read. 

ed  to  lie  on  the  table. 

rned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Thursday, 

Council   met  according  to  adjournn 
members  as  on  yesterday. 


On  motion,  by  order, 

The  accounts  of  John 
ve  thereto,  were  read  a 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


The  accounts  of  John  McKinly,  Esqt 
live  thereto,  were  read  a  second  time. 


Council  met,  and  in  the  considerate 
the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  th 
Kinly,  several  amendments  were  propo* 

Ordered \  That  the  said  amendments 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  com 

The  said  amendments  being  transcrib 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  wait 
amendments  aforesaid  proposed  by  Cc 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  t 
Kinly,  Esq.,  together  with  the  said  ao 
relative  thereto; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  d 
to  order, 

Mr.  Nixon,  a  member  of  the  House 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Ch 
viz*  A  bill  for  printing  and  emitting  tw€ 
in  Bills  of  Credit,  to  be  let  out  on  loan, 
sinking  the  same ;  a  message  to  the  Cc 
Assembly  respecting  the  said  bill ;  thre* 
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ie  distresses  occasioned  by  the  scarcity  of  money;  report 
committee  upon  the  papers  accompanying  the  President's 
re  of  the  9th  instant;  resolutions  appointing  commission- 
:. ;  paper  having  the  names  of  the  commissioners  proposed 
t  commissioners  from  the  other  States,  &c,  with  a  message 
ie  President,  with  a  bundle  of  papers; 

in  the  course  of  the  reading  the  said  papers,  Council  took 
msideration  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  ap- 
g  commissioners  to  meet  commissioners,  &c,  and  their 
ition  of  persons  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  said  resolution,  and 
id  resolution  proposing  the  persons  for  the  purpose  afore- 
is  rejected. 

mrned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  June  16th,  1786,  A.  M. 
ncil  met. 

motion,  by  order,  the  message  from  the  House  of  Assem- 
the  Council  respecting  the  bill  for  printing  and  emitting 
-one  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  to  be  let  out  on 
nd  providing  a  fund  for  sinking  the  same,  and  the  afore- 
11,  and  also  three  petitions,  praying  relief  from  the  distresses 
>ned  by  the  scarcity  of  money,  were  read. 

ncil,  upon  considering  the  aforesaid  bill  for  emitting  twen- 
thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  &c,  do  reject  the 

Tilton,  Mr.  Snow,  and  Mr.  D.  Polk  are  appointed  a  corn- 
to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  message  from  the  House  of 
bly,  in  which  answer  the  reasons  inducing  Council  to  reject 
d  bill  are  to  be  expressed. 

ncil  took   into  consideration  the   resolutions  transmitted 
lay  respecting  the  appointment  of  commissioners,   &c, 
veral  amendments  were  proposed  thereto  and  agreed  to. 
122 
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Ordered,  That  the  same  betranscrifo 
of  Assembly  for  their  consideration,  toj 
verbal  message: 

Gentlemen  : 

Your  resolve  of  yesterday ,  proposing 
as  commissioners,  to  be  inserted  in  the 
to  the  intended  meeting  at  Annapolis,  f< 
of  the  United  States  and  forming  a  syst 
tions  for  the  adoption  of  all  the  States  i 
returned  to  you  as  rejected  by  Council, 
rules  laid  down  by  the  General  Assen 
session  of  February,  1777,  and  regular 
appointments  to  offices  of  public  trust 
time,  such  appointments  have  been  ma 
then  adopted  respecting  the  choice  of 
Delegates  to  Congress,  and  the  Contir 
by  the  two  Houses  meeting  together  foi 
ing  a  number  of  persons  for  the  consi 

I  of  their  fitness  for  the  service  to  be  perl 

by  ballot.  These  rules  of  nomination 
conceive  it  right  and  incumbent  on  th 
with  respect  to  the  commissioners  to  be 
for  their  names  in  the  resolution  aforesa 
tions  to  be  made  of  civil  officers,  comn 
to  be  appointed  in  the  present  sessior 
will  probably  be  short,  the  Council  1 
House  of  Assembly  that  a  meeting  be 
both  Houses,  in  the  Council  Room,  at 
for  the  purpose  of  general  nomination  \ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  up 
bly  with  the  resolutions  of  that  House 
ment  of  commissioners,  with  the  sever 
thereto  by  Council,  as  also  with  the  ab 
Council  to  that  House. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
incil  met. 

Craghead,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the 
mentioned  message  from  Council  to  the  House  ol  Assem- 
ccording  to  order. 

McLane,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend - 
vas  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  following 
s:  The  resolutions  of  the  Assembly  appointing  commis- 
s,  &c. ;  the  verbal  message  sent  this  morning  from  the 
:il  to  the  House  of  Assembly;  the  paper  of  amendments 
sed  by  the  Council  to  the  said  resolutions  of  the  House  of 
ably,  with  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  by  the  House 
sembly  to  the  said  amendments  of  Council,  with  the  follow- 
irbal  message  to  the  Council: 

€tn€fi  * 

1  House  of  Assembly  having  taken  into  consideration  your 
I  message  delivered  this  afternoon,  respecting  the  mode  of 
lating  and  appointing  commissioners  to  form,  with  the  com- 
mers  from  the  other  States  in  the  Union,  a  convention  for 
urpose  of  framing  and  reporting  a  system  of  commercial 
ttions,  &c,  do  concur  in  the  mode  proposed;  and  will  meet 
:il  for  that  purpose,  at  the  time  and  place  therein  mentioned. 

i  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  those 
until,  as  also  the  verbal  message  from  the  House  of  As- 
y,  were  read,  and  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
those  of  Council  were  acceeded  to. 

t  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly  met  in  the  Council 
ber  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Commissioners,  agreeable  to 
ppointment  of  both  Houses,  and  the  ballots  being  taken 
ixamined,  George  Read,  Jacob  Broom,  John  Dickinson, 
rd  Bassett  and  Gunning  Bedford,  Esquires,  were  declared 
elected  commissioners  to  meet  commissioners  from  the  other 
;  in  the  Union,  for  forming  a  system  of  commercial  regu- 
5;  and  William  Killen,  Gunning  Bedford  and  John  Jones, 
res,  Mr.  Robert  Armstrong  and  Eleazar  McComb,  Esq., 
declared  duly  elected  commissioners  to  meet  commissioners 
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from  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ms 
of  digesting  measures  for  effecting  a  ns 
between  the   Bays  of  Chesapeake  and 
other  purposes  mentioned  in  the  resolutic 

[A  page  of  the  journal  here  is  blank,  tl 
left  for  the  purpose  of  recording  an  omi 
afternoon's  and  Saturday  morning's  proc 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Snow  return  to  t 
the  following  papers:  The  resolution  of 
commissioners  from  this  State  to  meet 
other  States,  with  the  amendments  propc 
as  also  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed 
bly  to  those  of  the  Council,  to  which  C< 
a  verbal  message  from  Council  to  the  Ho 
was  returned  to  this  House  yesterday, 
relative  to  the  subject  of  commercial  regu 
ment  of  inland  navigation,  and  a  letter  fr< 
Smallwood,  Esq. ,  accompanying  the  resc 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  de! 
to  order. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  i 
of  Assembly  in  answer  to  a  message  re 
on  the  subject  of  the  bill  for  printing  a 
thousand  pounds,  &c,  in  which  first  i 
reasons  and  principles  upon  which  Coun< 
were  to  be  expressed,  now  laid  one  on  th 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  sa 
second  time. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Council  met.     Present  all  the  memb 
Polk  and  Henry  Neill. 
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ie  amendments  being  proposed  to  the  message  from  Coun- 
the  House  of  Assembly  in  answer  to  their  message  of  yes- 
and  agreed  to, 

ered7  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
embly. 

'ered.  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
ie  following  verbal  message: 

lat  the  President's  Message  of  the  ninth  instant,  accompa- 
irith  Secretary  Thompson^  letter  of  the  first  of  April  last, 
>ned  a  copy  of  the  Journal  of  Congress.  The  Council  wish 
e  a  view  of  them  for  information  relative  to  some  business 
rider  their  consideration. ' ' 

0,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 

er. 

Garrett,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
[mitted  and  delivered  the  following  verbal  message,  which 
ad,  and  follows: 

House  of  Assembly  propose  to  your  honorable  House, 
oth  Houses  meet,  at  six  o'clock  this  evening,  in  the  Coun- 
•tmber,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  nomination  persons, 
'  whom  one  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
Dned  by  the  death  of  Richard  Lockwood,  Esq. ,  one  of  the 
2s  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for 
mnty  of  Kent 

ppears  to  this  House,  that  the  accounts  exhibited  on  behalf 
i  State  against  the  United  States,  cannot  be  adjusted  for 
>f  vouchers  produced  to  authenticate,  support,  and  explain 
id  accounts;  and  the  Commissioner  heretofore  appointed 
5  State  for  that  purpose,  conceiving  that  he  hath  completed 
ties  of  his  appointment,  hath  declined  taking  any  further 
res  on  this  subject  In  order,  therefore,  to  effectuate  a 
7  completion  or  that  business,  this  House  propose  to  meet 
uncil  at  the  time  and  place  above  mentioned,  for  the  nomi- 
of  persons  for  the  purpose  of  electing  thereout  a  Commis- 
to  procure  sufficient,  or  the  best  attainable  vouchers,  to 
rt  the  accounts  of  this  State  against  the  United  States,  and 
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for  transacting,  with  the  Commissioner  < 
all  the  necessary  business  relative  to  thii 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Tilton  wait  upon 
with  the  bill  for  printing  and  emittii 
pounds,  &c,  with  the  three  petitions,  p 
tresses  occasioned  by  the  scarcity  of  mc 
from  Council  to  the  House  of  Assembh 
from  that  House  respecting  the  said  b 
ting,  &c; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  d 
to  order. 

A  Message  from  the  Council  to  ti 

IN  ANSWER  TO  THEIR  MESSAGE  C 

Gentlemen  / 

We  have  considered  the  bill  for  emitti 
for  suspending  executions  for  a  limited 
impartial  and  candid  examination  of  it, 

We  will  not  take  up  your  present  tim 
arguments,  but  will  mention  concisely 
principal  reasons  which  have  influences 
they  will  be  satisfactory. 

We  know  that  previous  to  the  Revo 
of  circumstances  gave  an  advantageous 
rency,  but  since  mat  period  all  experi 
nothing  short  of  a  bank,  or  fund,  at  y 
changed,  at  pleasure,  for  hard  money, 
from  depreciation. 

A  paper  currency,  issued  upon  the  pi 
honorable  House,  would  not  pass  in  t 
Continental  use,  nor,  in  our  apprehen 
purpose  whatsoever  anywhere  withoui 
quently  must  fail  to  answer  our  most  n 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  instead  < 
people,  the  measure  proposed  would  in 
trious  and  worthy  citizens,  and  deprecia 
the  same  proportion  as  the  money  itself 

The  facilities  to  be  issued  from  the  C 
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tate,  agreeable  to  the  Tax  Bill  now  pending  with  the  Gen- 
.ssembly,  will  answer  most  purposes  of  a  circulating  paper 
m.  Being  payable  in  Continental  taxes,  it  will  of  course 
e  a  currency  in  most  cases.  An  additional  quantity  of 
money,  in  the  opinion  of  Council,  would  so  far  exceed  the 
roportion  of  paper  to  hard  money  within  the  State,  as  to 
:iate  the  facilities,  and  thereby  deprive  us  of  the  only  cir- 
tg  paper  we  can,  at  this  time,  reasonably  hope  to  establish. 

nit  us,  gentlemen,  before  we  close  our  address,  to  suggest 
>inion  of  the  source  of  those  distresses  which  you  so  feel- 
nention;  and  we  hope  you  will  be  persuaded  of  our  desire 
tcur  with  you  in  every  measure  of  public  utility,  when  we 
pointed  out  to  you  the  means  of  redressing  these  evils 
we  suffer  from  being  in  debt  and  involved  one  with  an- 

>  kind  of  distress,   we  conceive,   can  only  proceed  from 
living  beyond  their  income,   or  speculating  indiscreetly 
their  neighbors'  property,  and  but  very  rarely  from  inevi- 
nisfortune. 

plain  and  obvious  means  of  redress  then  will  be  a  strict 
liform  course  of  justice,  and  we  apprehend  the  Legislature 
:  more  effectually  contribute  to  the  end  proposed  than  by  a 
r  limitation  and  restriction  upon  book  debts,  and  a  regu- 
as  well  in  the  form  of  the  warrant  of  attorney,  usually  an- 
to  bonds  given  for  payment  of  monies,  as  of  the  manner 
n  proceeding  thereon  in  the  courts  of  justice,  for  that  in 
present  form  and  use  they  have  tended  rather  to  create  an 
al  credit  than  otherwise.  THO.   McDONOUGH. 

ibal  Message  from  the  Council  to  the  House  of 

Assembly. 
men: 

Council  agree  to  the  propositions  contained  in  the  verbal 
ye  from  your  honorable  House  of  Saturday  afternoon,  to 
in  the  Council  Chamber  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into 
ation  persons  as  well  to  fill  the  vacant  seat  on  the  bench  of 
immon  Pleas  Court  in  the  County  of  Kent,  as  also  a  Com- 
ner  of  the  Public  Accounts  of  this  State  against  the  United 
Council  therefore  propose  the  hour  of  seven,  this  after- 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
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Mr.  Emmerson,  a  member  of  the  Ho 
ing,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  CI 
Resolutions  appointing  Commissioners,  < 
ments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  a 
ments  and  an  additional  amendment  by 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday  i 


Monday,  J 
Council  met  and  adjourned  to  3  o'ckx 


Council  met.  Present  the  same  mer 
Polk. 

Mr.  Neill  now  appeared  in  Council  a 
first  informed  Council  that  he  was  uns 
account  of  his  indisposition;  he  is  therel 

The  Speaker  having  received  the  fol 
entitled  "An  act  for  raising  twenty-one 
service  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  1 
the  paper  of  amendments  proposed  by 
to  many  of  which  said  amendments  the 
disagree,  with  a  paper  of  additional  w 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  aforesai 
the  table. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  Cour 
those  amendments  proposed  by  the  h 
read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  n: 
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Tuesday,  June  19th,  1786,  A.  M. 

ncil  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  went  into  the  con- 
ion  of  such  of  their  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill  enti- 
\n  act  for  raising  21,000  pounds,  &c.,M  as  were  disagreed 
he  House  of  Assembly,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
il  adjourned  until  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

ncil  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

motion,  by  order, 

verbal  message  proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  As- 
'  on  Saturday  last  from  Council,  but  was  prevented  by  the 
nment  of  that  House,  be  postponed  until  the  passing  of 
1  for  raising  ,£21,000  for  the  service  of  the  year  1786  by 
il. 

ncil  then  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  of  their 
ments  proposed  to  the  said  bill  and  rejected  in  part  by  the 
of  Assembly,  together  with  the  amendments  proposed  by 
ause  of  Assembly  to  said  bill;  and  upon  the  question  to 
to  the  following  amendment  proposed  to  their  45th  original 
ment,  viz: 

hen  and  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  received,  under  this 
ly  greater  sum  in  specie  than  five  thousand  six  hundred 
n  pounds  fifteen  shillings,  the  one-third  of  the  remaining 
r  of  the  eight  million  of  dollars  aforesaid,  he  is  hereby 
ized  and  required  to  exchange,  without  fee  or  reward 
>r,  any  such  interest  certificates  aforesaid  that  may  be 
it  to  him  for  that  purpose,  paying  the  amount  thereof  in 
to  the  bearer  out  of  any  such  overplus  proportion,  and 
any  time  between  the  passing  of  this  act  and  the  31st  day 
f  next." 
123 
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The  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by 
as  follows,  viz: 

Yeas — Mr.  Craghead,  Mr*  Read,  Mr, 
Neill,  Mr.  D.  Polk. 

Nay— Mr.  Tilton. 

An  amendment  was  proposed  by  Com 
amendment,  viz: 

"That  in  case  of  the  refusal  of  the  Ct 
tinental  Loan  Office  for  this  State  to  iss 
due  on  Loan-Office  certificates  issued  fro 
and  other  liquidated  debts  of  the  Unit* 
habitants  of  this  State,  the  President  1 
summons  fqr  calling  the  General  Assem 
to  take  under  their  notice  and  determi 
neglect" 

The  question  being  put,  *4WilI  the  s 
yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr,  Till 

Yeas — Mr.  Craghead,  Mr.  Read,  W 
Polk. 

Nays — Mr.  Snow,  Mr.  Tilton. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  m 


Wednesday,  J 
Council  met  and  adjourned  to  3  o'cloc 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

ncil  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

Shankland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
£,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
,  viz:  A  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  calling  in  and 
ping  the  Bills  of  Credit,  &c. ;  a  memorial  of  Simon  W. 
1;  which  said  papers  were  read. 

Read,  appointed  yesterday  to  prepare  a  message  to  the 
of  Assembly,  now  laid  one  on  the  table;  which  was  read. 

turned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  June  22d,  1786,  A.  M. 

ncil  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Patten,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
Imitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers, 
esolutions  for  negotiating  a  loan  from  the  bank;  a  mes- 
rom  the  President  to  the  General  Assembly;  a  resolution 
ting  an  adjournment;  with  a  copy  of  the  continuation  of 
urnals  of  Congress  from  the  3d  of  March  last  to  the  2d  in- 
and  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  lately 
ded  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Majesty 
ing  of  Prussia,  mentioned  in  the  said  message  from  the 
ent;  which  said  papers  were  read? 

Council  now  went  into  the  consideration  of  the  message 
>ed  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  after  some 
pent  therein  the  same  was  agreed  to. 

»n  the  question  to  agree  to  the  same,  the  yeas  and  riays 
equired  by  Mr.  Tilton,  and  are  as  follows: 
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Yeas — Mr.  Craghead,  Mr.  Read,  Mr 
D.  Polk,  Mr.  Baning. 

Nay — Mr.  Tilton. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  up 
bly  with  the  following  papers,  to  wit:  T 
for  raising  twenty-one  thousand  pound 
year  1786,  with  the  first  paper  of  amend 
by  Council  and  still  adhered  to;  the  seco 
proposed  to  the  said  bill  by  the  Hous< 
with  a  third  paper  of  amendments  pro] 
some  of  their  original  amendments  to  : 
mentioned  message  from  Council  to  the  \ 
also  with  resolutions  ascertaining  the  di 
the  Continental «Loan  Offices;  a  letter  oi 
dated  15th  October,  1785,  with  resolutii 
tember,  1782,  and  October  12th,  1785. 

Mr.  Craghead,  being  returned,  repori 
according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitl 
and  destroying  such  of  the  Bills  of  Credit 
law  of  this  State,  passed  under  the  presei 
thereof,  as  are  now  outstanding,  and  for 
mentioned, "  was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  D.  Polk  wait  on 
with  the  following  verbal  message: 

A  Message  from  the  Council  to  th 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  had  deliberated  upon  anc 
tion  contained  in  the  verbal  message  fror 
of  Saturday  afternoon,  and  were  prepari 
when  a  member  of  your  honorable  Ho 
their  adjournment  for  the  day;  since  wl 
the  tax  bill  in  such  way  that,  in  their  opi 
a  public  office,  to  wit:  that  of  State  Tres 
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supplied  by  nomination  and  ballot  Therefore  it  is  that 
cil  now  declare  their  readiness  to  meet  the  House  of  As- 
ly  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  nomination  persons  to 
y  any  vacancies  necessary  to  De  filled  by  the  choice  of  the 
ral  Assembly  generally,  or  in  conjunction  with  his  Excel- 
,  the  President,  at  any  time  and  place  which  your  honorable 
e  may  propose. 


.  D.  Polk,  bein 
j  message  to  the 

journed  to  3  o'clock. 


returned,   reported  the  delivery  of  the 
peaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

incil  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

deredy  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  following  papers:  Resolutions  appointing  Commission- 
ice.  ;  first  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  Council 
1  second  paper  of  amendments  proposed  by  House  of  As- 
y,  and  a  resolution  of  Council  respecting  the  canal  business; 

10,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
ler. 

,  Clark,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at 
>or,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from 
[ouse  of  Assembly  to  Council,  which  follows  in  these  words: 

ISSAGE  TO  THE  COUNCIL  FROM  THE  HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY. 
€flt€ft ." 

i  House  of  Assembly  have  taken  into  consideration  the 
d  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
%  ,£21,000  for  the  service  of  the  year  1786,"  and  also  the 
ge  from  your  honorable  House  containing  the  reasons  upon 
you  proposed  and  still  adhere  to  your  amendments;  but 
session  draws  near  to  a  conclusion,  time  will  not  permit  us 
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to  state  to  the  Council  the  principles  whi 
to  reject  divers  of  your  amendments,  yet 
the  necessity  of  giving  efficacy  to  a  bill  so 
the  honor  of  the  State  and  the  dignity  ol 
merit,  this  House  are  desirous  of  adopting 
and  speedy  measures  to  effect  a  concurrc 
therefore  propose  to  the  Council  a  comm 
the  subject  matter  of  the  disputed  anient 
pointed  Mr.  Bedford,  Mr,  Patten,  and  Mr, 
the  part  of  this  House, 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assem 

THOMA 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tilton, 

That  this  House  appoint  a  committee 
with  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Ass 
matter  of  the  amendments  proposed  by  < 
raising  ^21,000  for  the  service  of  the  yea 
them  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assem 
shall  be  in  possession  of  the  reasons  the  H 
for  such  disagreement; 

And  the  question  being  putt  the  yeas  1 
by  Mr.  Tilton,  and  are  as  follows,  viz: 

Yeas—  Mr.  Snow,  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr,  Banii 

Nays— Mr,  Read,  Mr,  Neiil,  Mr,  D.  Po 

The  House  being  divided,  Mr.  Speaker 
the  motion,  and  it  was  determined  in  the  n 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  mor 
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Friday,  June  23d,  1786,  A.  M. 

incil  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  yesterday. 

leredy  That  the  motion  and  resolution  of  the  Council  res- 
g  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  conferees  to  confer 
Be  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  of 
lendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  tax  bill,  before 
:il  should  be  in  possession  of  the  reasons  the  House  of 
lbly  had  for  such  disagreement,  be  transcribed  and  sent 
House  of  Assembly,  together  with  the  following  message 
Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly:* 

Neill  is  appointed  to  deliver  the  said  transcribed  motion 
^solution  and  the  said  message;  who,  being  returned,  re- 
l  the  delivery  thereof  accordingly. 

Mitchell,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
red  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  the  suppression  of  idleness,  vice, 
imorality;  which  said  bill  was  read. 

motion,  by  order, 

;  resolutions  for  negotiating  a  loan  from  the  bank  were  read 
>nd  time,  and  after  some  time  spent  in  the  consideration 
>f  the  same  was  rejected. 

lered,  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
Said  resolutions  follow  in  these  words: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  June  21,  1786. 

olved,  That be  and  are  hereby  appointed 

lissioners  on  behalf  of  this  State  to  negotiate  a  loan  with 
resident,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  North 
ica,  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  thousand  pounds,  to 
>aid  in  annual  installments,  to  commence  from  tne  expira- 
f  one  year  from  the  receipt  of  such  money,  on  such  terms 
onditions  as  they  shall  think  most  advantageous  to  the 
>t  of  this  State;  and  the  said  Commissioners  are  hereby 
rized  and  empowered  to  pledge  the  faith  and  honor  of  this 

s  message  is  omitted  by  the  Clerk. 
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State  for  the  repayment  of  the  said  sum, 
of  six  per  centum  on  the  same,  till  th 
funded,  with  the  accruing  interest  therec 

And  the  said  Commissioners  are  furt 
powered  to  pledge  the  faith  of  this  Stal 
Directors,  and  Company  aforesaid  sho 
that  this  State  will  pass  a  legislative  act 
so  entered  into  by  their  said  Commissi 
vision  therein  for  the  repayment  of  the  s 
and  conditions  that  may  be  agreed  upon 
missioners  and  the  President,  Directors, 

Extract  from  the  secret  journals,  the  n 
Assembly  having  been  enjoined  to  secre< 
ing  resolution. 

JAS.  BOO! 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

Thus  acted  upon  in  Council,  June  23, 
and  rejected. 

STE.  SYKES, 

The  Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Council  met.     Present  the  same  memt 

Mr.  Nixon,  a  member  of  the  House 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Cha 
viz:  Resolutions  appointing  Commissk 
of  Council  respecting  the  canal  businc 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  t 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  appo 
ers,  &c,  on  the  trade  of  the  United  Si 
message  to  the  Council  from  the  House  < 

*  Omitted  by  Clerk. 
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motion,  the  said  message  is  referred  to  a  committee  of 
nz:  Mr.  Read  and  Mr.  D.  Polk,  to  report  thereon,  who 
state  the  reasons  of  Council  for  receding  from  their  deter- 
ion  respecting  the  proposal  of  appointing  a  committee  of 
ees  to  confer  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amendments  pro- 
to  the  tax  bill. 

motion, 

lered,  That  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Neill,  and  Mr.  Baning  be  a  com- 
\  of  conferees  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
lbly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amendments  proposed  by 
;il  to  the  bill  for  raising  ^21,000  for  the  service  of  the  year 
and  divers  of  them  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

lourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


incil  met. 


Saturday,  24th  June,  1786,  A.  M. 
Present  the  same  members. 


;  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  message 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  Council,  and  to  whom  the  said 
ge  was  referred  to  report  thereon,  now  laid  on  the  table 
[lowing  message;  which,  by  order,  was  read;  the  same,  by 
1  order,  was  read  a  second  time  and  agreed  to,  in  these 
:* 

\  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  calling  in  and  destroying 
lis  of  Credit,  &c,  was  now  read  a  third  time,  and  an  amend- 
being  proposed  and  agreed  thereto, 

lered,  That  Mr.  Tilton  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
he  said  bill  and  paper  of  amendment,  with  the  memorial  of 
l  W.  Wilson. 

Tilton,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
ig  to  order. 

itted  by  the  Clerk. 
124 
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The  bill  for  the  suppression  of  vice 
read  a  second  time,  and  some  amendm 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendment 
with  the  said  bill,  to  the  House  of  Ass 
tion  and  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  upoi 
with  the  said  bill  and  the  paper  of 
Council  thereto; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  c 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  of  Cc 
respecting  the  appointment  of  confere 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Counc 
^21,000  for  the  service  ol  the  year  17* 
to  the  House  of  Assembly;  which  was 
message  from  Council  to  the  House 
House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  D.  Polk  wait  up 
with  the  above  resolution  and  message 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the 
to  order. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Council  met.     Present  the  same  mei 

The  committee  of  conferees  appoint 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on 
amendments  proposed  by  Council  to  t 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1786,  now  n 
Council  agreed. 
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1  motion, 

dered,  That  the  said  bill  be  transmitted  to  the  House  of 
mbly,  together  with  the  paper  of  amendments,  as  also  with 
>aper  of  amendments  proposed  by  the  committee  of  con- 
5. 

pdered>  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assem- 
'ith  the  aforesaid  bill  and  several  papers  of  amendments  pro- 
1  thereto; 

ho,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
der. 

i  motion,  that  the  sense  of  Council  be  taken  whether  Mr. 
n  have  leave  to  enter  at  large  upon  the  minutes  of  Council 
masons  for  disagreeing  to  sundry  amendments  proposed  by 
icil  to  the  bill  for  raising  ,£21,000,  &c,  and  for  protesting 
1st  a  message  from  the  Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
e  22d  instant,  agreeable  to  leave  then  had  and  obtained  of 
icil;  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
lative. 

hereupon  Mr.  Tilton  laid  on  the  table  a  paper  exhibited  as 
lining  his  reasons  for  his  disagreement  and  protest,  which 
vs  in  these  words: 

;.  Because  the  end  proposed  by  the  first  amendment,  for 
asing  the  sum  to  be  raised,  and  all  the  numerous  amend- 
s  dependent  thereon,  is  allowable  in  another  way,  and  more 
e  advantage  of  the  State.  Instead  of  paying  one-third  of 
equisition  of  the  4th  of  September,  1782,  in  specie,  agree- 
to  the  intention  of  this  amendment,  it  is  admitted  the  whole 
t  be  paid  in  facilities.  By  a  separate  provision  then  for  this 
isition,  such  as  we  have  reason  to  believe  the  House  of  As- 
ly  intend,  our  tax  laws  would  be  more  simple  and  easily 
jted,  more  facilities  might  be  brought  into  circulation,  and 
leir  value  would  be  enhanced,  they  would  circulate  more 
:ntly  and  be  of  greater  public  utility;  and  in  proportion  as 
State  is  enabled  easily  and  speedily  to  comply  with  the 
isitions  of  Congress,  the  Federal  Government  will  be  bene- 

.  Because  the  Articles  of  Confederation  expressly  declare 
the  proportion  of  taxes  to  be  raised  by  each  State  in  the 
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support  of  the  Federal  Government,  shs 
the  authority  and  direction  of  the  Le$ 
States,  within  the  time  agreed  u£on  I 
Congress  assembled;  and  the  United  5 
Legislatures  of  each  State  in  the  Unioi 
complying  with  their  requisition  of  the 
on  tne  first  day  of  January,  1787,  the  sai 
ties  shall  not  be  in  the  hands  of  the  S 
proper  officer,  the  deficiencies  shall  be  cc 
Continental  Treasury,  in  specie;  therefc 
for  postponing  the  completion  of  this 
May,  1787,  cannot  be  considered  as  a  < 
requisition,  and  this  circumstance  of  tic 
essential  to  the  requisition,  and  not  as  a 
was  alleged  and  maintained  in  Council. 

3d.  Because  the  45th  amendment,  for 
ing  the  State  Treasurer  to  exchange  spec 
to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  requisitk 
intended  to  be  a  compliance.  This  am< 
manifest  tendency  to  depreciate  the  fa< 
must  prove  injurious  to  the  honor  and 
opening  a  partial  and  dangerous  specu 
sury. 

4th.  Because  the  46th  amendment, 
enable  the  President  with  the  advice  < 
suspend  the  operation  of  the  tax  laws,  a 
form  in  which  it  now  stands,  to  enable 
advice  of  the  Privy  Council  to  summoi 
for  the  express  purpose  of  taking  cognizj 
by  Congress,  and  accountable  to  them  al 
as  manifestly  tending  to  an  incroachmen 
prerogatives  of  Congress,  engaged  for  by 
State  through  their  Delegates  in  Cong 
behoves  Council  to  have  a  due  regard  tc 
by  a  strict  conformity  to  the  requisitions 
seriously  concerned  to  guard  against  « 
induce  that  honorable  body  to  consider  < 
compliance  with,  or  repugnant  to,  their  1; 
our  constituents  might  be  deprived  of 
posed  and  held  out  to  them. 

5th.    Because  in  the  message  of  Coun 
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ly,  with  reference  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office 
is  State,  for  not  having  issued  interest  certificates,  or  Loan 
e  certificates,  and  other  certificates  of  liquidated  debts,  up 
e  end  of  the  year  1782,  to  be  received  in  discharge  of  taxes 
alfilling  the  requisition  of  1784,  it  is  said:  "and  what  has 
r  happened  still  renders  the  provision  in  this  clause  the  more 
>sary,  and  Council  willingly  hope  that  any  jealousy  that  may 
taken  place  will,  by  the  present  form  of  the  amendment,  be 
away."  As  it  was  sufficiently  explained  to  the  understand- 
nd  conviction  of  the  Council,  previous  to  the  sending  of  this 
age,  that  neither  Congress  nor  their  officers  could  have  done 
for  the  State  than  was  done,  and  that  so  far  as  the  State 
have  suffered  an  inconveniency,  it  must  have  been  owing  to 
ontingency  in  the  death  of  the  late  Loan  Officer,  and  neg- 
>n  the  part  of  the  State  to  procure  another  before  an  entire 
ge  took  place  in  the  system  for  conducting  the  Continental 
sury,  whereby  it  became  impracticable  to  afford  relief  to  the 
,  but  by  a  speedy  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  1785. 
erefore  becomes  the  duty  of  this  dissentient  to  declare  and 
ist,  that  language  importing  jealousy  or  distrust  of  Congress, 
eir  officers,  is  without  foundation,  altogether  unmerited  by 
)fficers  of  Congress,  and  when  adopted  by  Council  tends 
tly  to  disturb  the  harmony  and  impair  the  mutual  confi- 
e  which  ought  to  subsist  between  this  State  and  the  United 
s.  J.  TILTON. 

>on  the  entry  of  the  papers  delivered  by  Doctor  Tilton,  as 
said,  it  was  thereupon  observed  to  the  House  that  the  facts 
ated  therein,  to  wnich  his  reasons  referred,  were  misrepre- 
d  and  not  truly  stated. 

hereupon  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Read,  seconded  by  Messrs. 
and  Craghead,  separately,   that  the  sense  of  Council  be 
1  with  respect  to  those  facts,  and  Council  proceeded  thereon 
llows: 

e  first  of  which  facts  alleged  to  be  misrepresented  is  as 
vs,  to  wit:  "  Instead  of  paying  one-third  of  the  requisition 
h  September,  1782,  in  specie,  agreeably  to  the  intention  of 
imendment,  it  is  admitted  the  whole  must  be  paid  in  facili- 

e  auestion  whether  this  fact  is  truly  stated  being  put,  it  was 
red  in  the  negative. 
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The  second  misrepresentation  is  as 
separate  provision  then  for  this  requisit 
son  to  believe  the  House  of  Assembly  i 

The  question  whether  this  fact  is  trul 
it  was  resolved  in  the  negative. 

The  third,  whether  the  following  is  a 
facts,  to  wit:  "The  forty-sixth  amendmi 
enable  the  President,  with  the  advice 
suspend  the  operation  of  the  tax  laws,  ; 
form  in  whicn  it  now  stands,  to  enable 
advice  of  the  Privy  Council  to  summc 
for  the  express  purpose  of  taking  cognu 
by  Congress  and  accountable  to  them  a 

And  the  question  being  put  thereoi 
negative. 

The  fourth  misrepresentation  is  as  fc 
sufficiently  explained  to  the  understa 
Council,  previous  to  the  sending  of  U 
Congress  nor  their  officers  could  have 
than  was  done." 

The  question  whether  this  fact  is  tru 
ing  put,  it  was  resolved  in  the  negative 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  upon 
with  the  resolution  respecting  the  appo 
on  commercial  business,  &c. ;  who,  beii 
delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  the  Hous< 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Cli 
to  wit:  The  bill  for  the  suppression  of  i 
ality,  with  the  paper  of  amendments  pro 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembl 
ments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Ass< 
also  the  resignation  of  James  Tilton  of 
urer,  with  the  following  verbal  message 

Verbal  Message  from  the  H< 
Gentlemen  : 
The  House  of  Assembly  having  tak< 
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ge  of  Thursday  last,  declaring  your  readiness  to  meet  this 
e  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  nomination  persons  to 
y  any  vacancies  necessary  to  be  filled,  by  the  choice  of  the 
-al  Assembly  generally,  or  in  conjunction  with  his  Excel- 
,  the  President,  propose  to  meet  your  honorable  House 
1  Council  Chamber  forthwith,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  in 
lation  persons  to  be  balloted  for  to  nil  the  offices  of  State 
urer,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
;  for  Kent  County,  and  a  commissioner  to  complete  a  set- 
nt  of  the  accounts  of  this  State  with  the  United  States. 

1  said  papers  were  read,  and  the  amendments  proposed  by 
louse  of  Assembly  to  the  said  bill  for  the  suppression  of 
:ss,  &c,  were  acceded  to  by  Council. 

iered,  That  Mr.  D.  Polk  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
he  said  bill  and  the  several  papers  of  amendments,  and  in- 
them  that  Council  agree  to  the  amendments  proposed  by 
louse  to  the  said  bill; 

10,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
ler. 

i  resignation  of  James  Tilton,  Esq.,  of  his  office  of  State 
urer,  being  read,  it  appeared  to  have  been  thus  acted  upon 
e  House  of  Assembly: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  June  24th,  1786. 

*  preceding  resignation  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
thereupon 

wived,  That  the  said  resignation  be  accepted  upon  condi- 
hat  the  said  James  Tilton  continue  to  discharge  the  duties 
i  said  office  until  the  tenth  of  July  next. 

JAMES  BOOTH,  CV k  of  Assembly. 

us  acted  upon  in  Council,  June  24th,  1786.  Read  and  con- 
i  in. 

STE.  SYKES,  CVk  C.  P.  T. 

2  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly  now  met  in  the  .Coun- 
lamber  for  the  purpose  of  electing  persons  to  fill  the  offices 
ite  Treasurer,  and  of  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
)rphans'   Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  which  office  of 
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Judge  is  presently  vacant  by  the  death 
Commissioner  to  complete  a  setdemei 
State  with  the  United  States. 

Nomination  of  persons  for  I 

Joshua  Clayton,  Esquire,  by  Georj 
John  Baning,  Esquire,  by  John  Pa 

Nomination  of  persons  for  fudge  of  th 
and  Orphans*  Court  for  j 

Allen  McLane,  Esquire,  by  Mark 
Isaac  Carty,  Esquire,  by  William  < 
Richard  Smith,  Esquire,  by  John 
Thomas  White,  Esquire,  by  John 
James  Bellach,  Esquire,  by  Charle 

Nomination  for  Commissioner  to  con 

Eleazer  McComb,  Esquire,  by  Jan 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Clark,  Nixoi 
mittee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  1 
that  the  General  Assembly  will  be  cor 
hour  for  the  purpose  of  balloting  for  Ju 
mon  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the 

The  Houses  then  separated  for  a  qua 

The  committee  report  that  they  wait 
he  was  pleased  to  say  he  was  in  readii 
Assembly.  The  gentlemen  of  the  con 
troduce  him  into  the  Council  Chamb< 
accordingly,  and  he  took  his  seat,  wh 
to  the  balloting  for  State  Treasurer,  s 
votes  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  Jo 
State  Treasurer,  he  is  declared  to  be  di 

Then  the  President  and  members  o 
to  ballot  for  second  Judge  of  the  Con 
Orphans'  Court  to  supply  the  vacanc) 
of  Richard  Lockwood,  Esquire,  and  it 
were  unanimously  in  favor  of  Richard 
the  said  Richara  Smith  is  declared  t 
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of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for 
unty  of  Kent. 

y  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  third  Judge  of  the  Court 
imon  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  in  the  stead  of  Richard 

late  third  Judge  of  the  said  Court,  and  it  appearing  that 
tes  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  Thomas  White,  Esquire, 
pon  the  said  Thomas  White  is  declared  to  be  duly  elected 
fudge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court 

County  of  Kent. 

President  and  the  members  of  the  two  Houses  then  pro- 
[  to  ballot  for  fourth  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
rphans'  Court  in  the  stead  of  Thomas  White,  Esquire,  and 
taring  that  there  was  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  James 
1,  Esquire,  thereupon  the  said  James  Bellach  is  declared  to 
y  elected  fourth  Justice  of  the  said  Court  for  the  County 
tid. 

two  Houses  now  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Commissioner 
iplete  a  settlement  of  accounts  of  this  State  with  the  United 

and  it  appearing  that  the  votes  were  unanimously  in  favor 
azer  McComb,  Esquire,  thereupon  the  said  Eleazer  Mc- 

is  declared  to  be  duly  elected  Commissioner  to  complete 
»ment,  &c. 

Patten,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
Imitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers, 
'  'An  act  for  raising  twenty-three  thousand  six  hundred 
'enty- five  pounds  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 
hundred  and  eighty-six;"  "A  supplementary  act  to  an  act 
d  'An  act  for  calling  in  and  destroying  such  of  the  Bills  of 
,  emitted  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this  State  passed  under 
esent  or  former  government  thereof,  as  are  now  outstand- 
nd  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned;'  "  "A  supple- 
ry  act  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  invest  the  Congress  of 
nted  States  with  the  power  to  levy  the  duties,  &c. ;'  "  "An 
the  suppression  of  idleness,  vice,  and  immorality;"  a  res- 
1  for  the  payment  of  ^60  to  Jacob  A.  Killen,  on  account  of 
ig  work  done  for  this  State;  a  resolution  for  affixing  the 
Seal  to  four  laws  passed  the  24th  June,  1786,  together 
le  original  draughts  of  the  bills  mentioned,  and  the  several 
i  of  amendments  proposed  and  agreed  to  to  the  bill  for 
f  ^21,000,  &c. 

"5 
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The  resolution  for  the  payment  of  / 
In  the  House  of  Ai 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  be 
on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  paymer 
A.  Killen,  on  account  of  printing  wor] 
be  accountable. 

JA5.  BOC 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

Thus  acted  upon  in  Council,  June  2* 
curred  in. 

STE.  SYKE 

Mr.  Broom  delivered  a  resolution 
for  the  payment  of  thirty-five  poun 
President,  for  his  expenses  in  attend 
at  their  present  session. 

The  said  resolution  was  concurred  ii 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
the  payment  of  the  said  sum  to  his  Ex 

Which  was  accordingly  done,  and  tl 
Speakers  of  both  Houses. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Asse 
Seal  to  the  following  bills,  was  read  an 
and  is  as  follows,  viz: 


In  the  House  of  A 


On  motion, 


Resolved,  That  the  President  and 
the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  foil* 

i.  "A  supplementary  act  to  the  ac 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  wit 
upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandi 
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beyond  the  seas,  for  a  limited  time,  and  to  establish  a  fund 
Le  payment  of  interest  arising  on  the  public  debt; '  M 

'  'An  act  for  the  suppression  of  idleness,  vice,  and  immor- 

"A  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  calling 
d  destroying  such  of  the  Bills  of  Credit,  emitted  by  virtue 
y  law  of  this  State  passed  under  the  present  or  former  Gov- 
ent  thereof,  as  are  now  outstanding,  and  for  other  purposes 
in  mentioned ;'  M 

"An  act  for  raising  twenty- three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
y-five  pounds  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
red  ana  eighty-six.' ' 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 

at  for  concurrence. 

e  Council  allowed  the  following  accounts,  viz: 

be  Hon.  Thos.  McDonough,  Esq.,  Speaker, 

or  29  days'  attendance  and  mileage,    . 

George  Craghead,  Esq.,  for  29  do.  do., 

reorge  Read,  Esq.,  for  21  do.  do., 

ilas  Snow,  Esq.,  for  25  do.  do.,    . 

imes  Tilton,  Esq. ,  for  24  do. ,    .    . 

)hn  Baning,  Esq.,  for  24  do.,     .    . 

>shua  Polk,  Esq.,  for  12  do.  do.,  . 

[enry  Neill,  Esq.,  for  8  do.  do.,     . 

>aniel  Polk,  Esq.,  for  13  do.  do.,  . 

[r.  Ste.  Sykes,  24  do.  as  Clerk  pro.  tern 

unes  Newnam,  for  26  do.  as  Doorkeeper, 

[rs.  Elizabeth  Battell,  for  the  use  of  a  room 

luring  this  sitting, 1300 


^27      2 

0 

19      I 

4 

14      2 

0 

15     6 

8 

14     8 

0 

14     8 

0 

8     5 

4 

6    6 

0 

9     1 

0 

15  16 

io>£ 

10  10 

0 

^167     7    '2^ 


1  motion, 

solved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer,  and 
d  by  the  Speaker,  for  the  payment  of  the  several  sums 
said.     Whereupon  said  orders  were  drawn  and  signed. 

uncil  adjourned  to  the  20th  day  of  October  next 
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FOR  NEW  CASTLE 

George  Craghead,  Speaker, 

Nicholas  Vani 

FOR  KENT  CO! 
Silas  Snow,  James  Tiltoi 

FOR  SUSSEX  CC 
Henry  Neill,  Daniel  Polk, 
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>TES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

DUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


i  session  of  the  Council  convened  at  Dover,  October  20th, 
1  sufficient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met  to  form 
rum  on  that  day,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 
ay,  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  when  there  appeared  as 
\i 

New  Castle  County — George  Craghead,   Nicholas  Van- 

Kent  County — Silas  Snow,  James  Tilton,  John  Baning. 

Sussex  County — Henry  Neill,  Alexander  Laws. 

1  the  said  members  being  so  met  in  Council,  certain  inden- 
certifying  the  election  of  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esmiire,  a 
tr  of  Council  for  the  County  of  New  Castle;  John  baning, 
e,  a  member  of  Council  for  the  County  of  Kent;  and 
ider  Laws,  Esquire,  a  member  of  Council  for  the  County 
sex,  were  respectively  produced  and  read,  whereby  it  ap- 
!  to  the  Council  that  tney  were  severally  duly  elected  to 
*nt  the  said  Counties  as  members  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
he  Delaware  State,  at  the  last  annual  election  held  in  the 
ounties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex,  on  the  second 
'  this  instant,  October,  (the  first  day  being  Sunday,)  for 
rears  next  ensuing  the  said  election. 

Council  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  the 
able  George  Craghead,  Esquire,  was  unanimously  chosen. 

Baning  and  Mr.  Laws  took  and  subscribed  the  oath  of 
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fidelity  and  the  declaration  of  faith  p 
tion.     [See  note  an  page  10.  ] 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  rules  to  be  observed  by  memfc 
sitting  thereof,  made  and  agreed  to  in 

/Resolved  thereupon^  That  the  abo\ 
Rules  of  this  House  during  the  prese 
tion,  proposed  by  Mr.  Tilton : 

6.  That  from  and  after  the  first  d 
sitting  of  Council,  it  shall  be  the  first 
read,  and  correct  (if  necessary),  the 
day. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock  this  afterno 


Council  met.     Present  the  same  hk 
except  Mr.  Vandyke. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 


Wednesdj 
Council  met.  The  minutes  of  yeste 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M, 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


incil  met. 


Vandyke  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State  and  sub- 
d  the  same  and  declaration  of  faitn,  and  took  his  seat  in 
:il. 

Read  appeared  in  Council  and  took  his  seat. 

Moore,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
elivered  to  the  Chair  a  verbal  message  from  the  House  of 
lbly,  which,  on  motion,  by  order,  was  read,  and  follows  in 
words,  viz: 

rHE  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 

Wednesday,  P.  M.,  October  25th,  1786. 
motion, 

lered)  That  Mr.  Moore  wait  on  the  Council  with  the  follow- 
irbal  message: 

tlflCfl .' 

i  place  of  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State 
now  vacant,  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  limited  by  the 
itution  to  the  late  President,  the  House  of  Assembly  pro- 
to  the  honorable  the  Council,  that  both  Houses  of  the 
■al  Assembly  meet,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  to-morrow,  at 
'clock  in  the  afternoon,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  per- 
out  of  whom  one  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  to  be  President 
ommander-in -Chief  of  this  State;  and  that  both  Houses  do 
it  the  same  time  and  place,  nominate  persons  to  be  balloted 
represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
the  first  Monday  in  November  next  until  the  first  Monday 
vember  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eigh- 


en. 


JAS.  BOOTH,  CI' k  of  Assembly. 


motion,  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in 
to  alter,  amend,  and  continue  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
iditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  and  for  the 
effectual  settlement  of  the  same,"  ordered,  thereupon,  that 
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Messrs.  Read,  Vandyke,  and  Laws  be 
pose. 

Mr.  Neill,   having  urgent  business 
quested  leave  of  absence  for  the  rem 
which  is  granted. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow 


Thursd/ 

Council  met.     The  minutes  of  yeste 

The  verbal  message  from  the  Houi 
the  meeting  of  both  Houses,  in  the  < 
o'clock  this  afternoon,  in  order  to  pi 
one  of  whom  to  be  elected  President 
of  this  State,  and  also  persons  to  reprc 
^ress  of  the  United  States,  was  read  a  s 
in. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  tl 
return  the  said  verbal  message,  concur 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  1 
according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Council  met. 

Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  Assembl 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  followir 
from  the  President  of  the  24th  Octob< 
Secretary  of  Congress,  notifying  the  el 
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r86;  communication  from  the  American  Minister  at  Paris, 
ting  contracts  for  tobacco;  and  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
reign  Affairs,  of  April  26th,  1786;  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
»r  Foreign  Affairs,  communicating  Mr.  Adams'  letter,  &c, 
786;  communications  from  the  American  Minister  at  the 
of  London,  4th  March,  1786;  representation  in  Congress 
ne,  July,  August  and  September,  1786;  letter  from  the 
ary  of  Congress;  resolution  respecting  negroes  taken  off 
British;  resolution  of  Congress  and  Tetter  from  the  Sec- 
touching  their  claim  upon  the  different  States  to  comply 
he  formation  of  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Union,  and  sena- 
rward  their  delegates;  appointment  of  commissioners,  by 
*  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  commercial  regula- 
>;  letter  from  Secretary  of  Congress,  4th  October,  1786; 
nee  for  regulation  of  Indian  affairs,  7th  Aug.,  1786;  letter 
Secretary  of  Congress,  istjuly,  1786;  letter  from  Secretary 
tigress  of  September  5th,  1786;  letter  from  the  Board  of 
lry  of  September  25th,  1786;  requisition  of  Congress  of 
igust,  1786;  resolutions  for  ascertaining  the  standard  and 
r  unit  of  the  United  States;  address  from  the  Commercial 
ntion  at  Annapolis  of  14th  September,  1786;  letter  from 
lairman  of  the  Commercial  Convention  of  Sept.  21st,  1786; 
tion  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  paper  money,  Sept. 
1786;  resolution  of  Congress,  recommending  a  cession  of 
n  territory,  of  the  9th  of  August,  1786;  a  letter  from  the 
ary  of  Congress,  of  the  12th  August,  1786;  and  a  letter 
he  Secretary  of  Congress,  of  2d  October,  1786;  which,  by 
were  severally  read. 

McCall,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
formed  the  Council  that  the  House  of  Assembly  were  ready 
:nd  Council  on  the  business  of  putting  in  nomination  per- 
>r  President  and  Delegates  to  Congress. 

motion, 

tered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
1  them  that  Council  were  ready  to  receive  them,  in  their 
ber,  on  the  above  mentioned  business; 

o,  being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  message 
itted  to  his  charge. 

House  of  Assembly,  now  attending  in  the  Council  Cham- 
126 
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ber,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  < 
persons,  one  of  whom  to  be  elected  '. 
in-Chief  of  this  State,  and  also  persoi 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Nominated  for  President,  &c. — Th 
Mr.  Broom. 

On  motion, 

Resolved  by  both  Houses,  That  thr 
represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  o 

The  nomination  for  Delegates  foi 
ceeded  in. 

Mr.  Broom  proposes  Nicholas  Van< 
Mr.  Rodney  proposes  Gunning  Be< 
Mr.  Polk  proposes  Major  Nathaniel 
Mr.  Read  proposes  Alexander  Port 
Mr.  Gordon  proposes  Thomas  Rod 
Mr.  Snow  proposes  Major  John  Pa1 
Mr.  McCall  proposes  Isaac  Carry,  I 
Mr.  Hyatt  proposes  William  Peery, 
Mr.  Shankland  proposes  Col.  John 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated. 
Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to- 


Fr 

Council  met.     The  minutes  of  yest 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  i 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  verbal  mess; 
sembly,  which  follows  in  these  words, 
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eibal  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 

Council. 
mien: 

House  of  Assembly  propose  to  the  honorable  the  Council 
>oth  Houses  of  the  ueneral  Assembly  meet,  in  the  As- 
y  Room,  at  four  o'clock  this  afternoon,  for  the  purpose 
^ing,  by  ballot,  out  of  the  persons  put  in  nomination  yes- 
r,  a  President  of  this  State,  and  Delegates  to  represent  the 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
lay,  A.  M.,  October  27th,  1786. 

ich,  by  order,  was  read. 

r  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter,  amend, 
)ntinue  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  auditing  and  arranging 
:counts  of  this  State,  and  for  the  more  effectual  settlement 
same,"  do  now  report  that  they  had  essayed  a  draught  of 
for  that  purpose,  which  they  laid  on  the  table. 

motion,  by  order,  the  same  was  read,  and,  by  special  order, 
he  second  time,  and  it  shall  pass. 

leredy  on  motion,  that  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of 
ibly  with  the  said  bill,  for  concurrence,  and  the  verbal 
ge  concurred  in  by  Council. 

ourned  to  3  o'clock. 


incil  met. 


Friday,  Oct.  27th,  P.  M. 


Snow  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  papers  commit- 
his  charge  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  according  to  order. 

McCall,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
formed  Council  that  the  House  of  Assembly  were  ready  to 
e  them  for  the  purpose  of  balloting  for  the  President  of  the 
and  members  of  Congress  to  represent  this  State  in  the 
ess  of  the  United  States. 
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The  Council  attended  the  House 
ballot  for  a  President  and  Comman 
and  also  members  of  Congress  from  tr. 
the  United  States,  and  the  votes  bein 
for  President,  and  read,  it  appeared 
was  unanimously  chosen,  and  is  decl 
dent  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  this 

The  two  Houses  then  proceeded  to 
for  Delegates  in  Congress,  and  the  v< 
Speakers  and  read,  it  appeared  that  1 
Mitchell,  and  Gunning  Bedford,  Esqu 
jority  of  votes  and  are  declared  duly  * 

On  motion, 

Resolved  by  both  Houses,  That  the 
lins  of  his  being  elected  President  ar 
this  State,  and  require  his  answer  t 
accept  the  same. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated. 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-i 


Council  met.     The  minutes  of  yest( 

The  Speaker  informed  Council  tha 
Houses  had  written  a  letter  to  Mr.  Col 
of  yesterday;  that  this  morning  they 
same. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  letter  h 
wherein  he  expresses  his  high  sense  o1 
him  by  his  being  elected  to  that  hone 
mous  voice  of  the  General  Assembb 
unqualified  he  may  consider  himself 
shall  accept  it. 
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vred,  on  motion,  that  Mr.  Tilton  wait  on  the  House  of 

;>ly  and  deliver  to  the  Speaker  thereof  the  letter  from  Mr. 

1 

>,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 

ng  to  order. 

►urned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 


icil  met 


Polk,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted  and 

sd  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  suspending  exe- 

for  a  limited  time;"  which,  on  motion,  by  order,  was 

;red  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Davis,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
livered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  continuing 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  auditing  and  arranging  the  ac- 
of  this  State,  and  for  the  more  effectual  settlement  of  the 
"  with  a  resolution  of  that  House  of  their  intending  to 
1  the  present  sessions  this  evening  to  some  future  day; 
on  motion,  by  order,  were  severally  read. 

pecial  order,  the  said  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  second 
nd  it  shall  pass. 

lotion, 

red,  That  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  the  Honor- 
lomas  Collins,  Esq.,  to  the  office  of  President  and  Com- 
•-in-Chief  of  the  State,  signed  by  the  Speakers  of  the  two 
i,  and  sealed  with  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State,  be  made 
I  delivered  to  Mr.  Collins. 

notion, 

Ived,  That  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  be  authorized  to 
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administer  as  well  the  oath  of  allegian 
as  the  oath  of  office,  to  the  Honorable 
now  appointed  President  and  Commar 
as  directed  by  the  twenty-second  sect 
eminent,  and  that  the  same  be  cert 
office. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  th 
deliver  the  order  and  resolution  of  Coi 
fying  the  Honorable  Thomas  Collins  i 
for  their  concurrence;  and  also  to  ret 
the  act  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  \ 
concurred  in  by  Council; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the 
to  order. 

Mr.  Porter,  a  member  of  Assembh 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  report  oi 
tombstone  erected  over  the  grave  of  C 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  '  'An  act  for  suspen 
ited  time,"  was  read  a  second  time,  ai 
thereon,  is  by  Council  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolu 
the  qualifying  the  Honorable  Thomas 
of  this  State,  concurred  in  by  the  Hoi 
certificate  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  C 
mander-in-Chief  of  this  State,  with 
affixed,  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of 

The  report  of  the  Auditor  concernii 
grave  of  Col.  Haslet,  was  read  and  coi 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  of  Coui 
of  Eleazer  McComb,  Esq. ,  for  £5  :  14 
due  to  the  workmen  for  that  tombstone 

On  motion, 
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'ered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  suspending  executions  for  a 
I  time,"  disagreed  to  by  Council;  also  the  report  of  the 
>r  with  respect  to  Col.  Haslet's  tombstone,  agreed  to  by 
il. 

Durned  for  half  an  hour. 


ncil  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Speaker  now  reported  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  direction 
General  Assembly,  he  had  proceeded  to  administer  the 
>f  fidelity  to  the  State  and  the  oath  of  office  to  his  Excel- 
Thomas  Collins,  Esquire,  President  and  Commander-in- 
of  this  State,  and  that  he  took  and  subscribed  the  declara- 
f  faith  in  his  presence,  and  that  he  had  delivered  him  the 
ate  of  his  appointment,  signed  by  the  Speakers  of  both 
s,  and  certified  the  same  into  the  Secretary's  office. 

motion, 

f€redt   That  the  following  accounts  be  allowed,  and  that 
be  drawn  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  for  the  same;  which 
>ne  accordingly,  to  wit: 

t  Honorable  George  Craghead,  Speaker,  for  7 

*ys'  attendance  and  mileage, £7  16    o 

torge  Read,  Esq.,  for  6  days'  attendance  and 

ileage, 520 

cholas  Vandyke,  Esq.,  for  7  days'  attendance 

id  mileage, 57     4 

as  Snow,  Esq.,  for  7  days'  attendance  and  do.,  4  10  8 
nes  Tilton,  Esq.,  for  7  days'  attendance,  ...  440 
in  Baning,  Esq.,  for  7  days'  attendance,  ...  440 
mry  Neiff,  Esq.,  for  3  days'  attendance  and 

ileage, 366 

exander  Laws,   Esq.,  for  7  days'  attendance 

id  do. , 560 

Carried  forward, £   39  16  6 
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Brought  aver, 

To  James  Sykes,  Esq.,  for  9  days'  ; 

paper, 

To  James  Sykes,  Esq.,  for  cash  paid  C 

for  a  press  to  keep  the  papers  of  < 
To  James  Newnam,  Doorkeeper,  for 

riding  express, 

To  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Battell,  for  the  use 

wood  and  candles, 


Mr.  Grantham,  a  member  of  Assen 
ted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  eng: 
for  continuing  an  act  entitled  'An  act  i 
ing  the  accounts  of  this  State,  and  fc 
ment  of  the  same,'  M  signed  by  the 
resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal 
for  £5  :  14  :  6,  the  balance  remainir 
tombstone,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  of  Cou 
of  Eleazer  McComb  for  £5  :  14  :  6,  t 
Haslet's  tombstone. 

Which  was  done  accordingly,  and 
the  Great  Seal  to  the  last  mentioned  t 

The  said  bill  was  read  and  compare 
the  Speaker. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  t 
return  the  last  mentioned  bill  and  resc 
Seal  thereunto. 

Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  Assembl 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  notificat 
sembly  that  they  had  adjourned  to  I 
January  next. 

Then  Council  adjourned  to  the  nint 
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)TES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

OUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  JANUARY,  1787. 


January  9th,  1787. 

:.     Present  Mr.   Cra_ 
Mr.   Read,  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Polk,  and  Mr. 

journed  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


mcil  met  agreeable  to  adjournment.     Present  Mr.   Crag- 


Wednesday,  10th,  A.  M. 
incil  met  and  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  nth,  A.  M. 
incil  met  and  adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
mcil  met.     Mr.  Snow  appeared  and  took  his  seat, 
iourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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FRIC 
Council  met.     Present  the  same  me 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afterncn 


Council  met.     Present  the  same  me 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow 


Sature 
Council  met. 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  AssembI 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  tha 
was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words, 

In  the  House  of 
Fridj 
On  motion, 

Resolved  unanimously \  That  this  H 
sideration  any  new  business  within  th 
the  conclusion  of  the  sitting  of  this 
this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Council 

JAS.   BO 
Adjourned  to  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Council  met,     Mr.  Vandyke  appea 
his  seat 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning  nea 
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Monday,  January  15th,  A.  M. 
uncil  met  and  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
uncil  met.     Mr.  Neill  appeared  in  the  House  and  took  his 

e  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
e  more  equal  assessment  of  property  within  this  State,  and 
her  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  now  reported  the  same, 
1  they  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

motion,  ordered,  that  the  said  bill  be  taken  up  and  pro- 
d  upon  to-morrow  morning. 

.  Read  presented  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from  Gunning  Bed- 
Esquire,  Prothonotary  of  New  Castle  County,  addressed  to 
eneral  Assembly  of  this  State,  which,  on  motion,  was  read, 
sin  he  acknowledged  the  honor  done  him  by  his  appoint- 
to  the  important  trust  of  one  of  the  Delegates  from  this 
to  the  United  States  in  Congress,  and  representing  that, 
his  present  situation,  he  could  not  give  that  attendance 
which  he  apprehends  necessary,  and  humbly  requests  that 
ay  be  excused  from  that  duty,  and  that  some  other  person 
De  appointed  in  his  place. 

motion, 

ieredy  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
jr  the  letter  aforesaid; 

10,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
ding  to  order. 

journed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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TUESl 

Council  met     Present  all  the  men 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  rea 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day 
ceeded  to  the  reading,  by  paragraph 
for  the  more  equal  assessment  of  pre 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentione 
spent  therein,  is  deferred  to  further  < 
noon. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Council  met-  Present  the  same  1 
consideration  of  the  last  mentioned  I 
graphs  being  read  and  agreed  to, 
thereof  is  deferred  till  to-morrow  moi 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrov 


Wedne 
Council  met     Present  all  the  mem 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  rea 

Council  proceeded  to  reading  the 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  more  eqi 
within  this  State,  and  for  other  pui 
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ter  some  progress  made  therein,  is  postponed  till  the  after- 
Porter,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
elivered  to  the  Chair  the  accounts  of  John  McKinly,  Esq., 
he  amendments  proposed  by  Council  thereunto,  to  which 
Duse  of  Assembly  acceded;  also  a  general  statement  of  the 
s  due  from  this  State  to  him,  and  resolutions  of  that  House 
rders  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  his  favor  for  the 
signed  by  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses,  and  sent  to 
il  for  concurrence. 

ered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Durned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

ncil  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Speaker  presented  a  letter  from  Mr.  William  Winder, 
lissioner  for  settling  the  accounts  between  the  State  of 
are  and  the  United  States;  which,  by  order,  was  read  and 
id  to  a  committee  of  three,  to  report  thereon. 

ereupon  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Tilton,  and  Laws  are  appointed 
mittee  for  that  purpose. 

statement  of  the  accounts  of  John  McKinly,  Esquire,  as 
i  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

olvedy  That  the  Speaker  of  Council  sign  the  orders  to  be 
in  favor  of  the  said  John  McKinly  for  the  sums  and  in  the 
ir  as  specified  in  the  resolutions  sent  up  by  the  House  of 
ibly,  and  concurred  in  by  Council,  are  expressed. 

motion, 

f,eredy  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
counts  of  John  McKinly,  Esquire,  and  the  statement  there- 
le  by  that  House  and  acceded  to  by  Council. 
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Who,  being  returned,  reported  he 
cording  to  order. 

Council  resumed  the  consideration 
for  the  more  equal  assessment  of  pre 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned 
therein,  is  deferred  till  to-morrow  mc 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow 


Thurs] 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  me 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly, 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  t< 
slaves  from  this  State  to  either  of  th 
West  Indies,  and  for  other  purposes 
concurrence  of  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill 

Council  resumed  the  consideration 
for  the  more  equal  assessment  of  pre 
for  other  purposes  therein  mention 
thereof,  agreed  to  sundry  amendme 
sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  foi 
rence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  1 
deliver  the  said  bill; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  th 
to  order. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  refen 
now  reported  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  letter  of  Mr.  Winder,  was  read  and  acted  upon, 
as  follows: 

Whereas  it  appears  from  the  representation  of  Mr.  Commis- 
sioner Winder  that  there  remains  in  his  office  a  few  claims  for 
supplies  furnished  and  services  rendered  to  the  United  States  by 
citizens  of  this  State,  some  of  which  he,  the  said  Commissioner, 
cannot  liquidate  and  settle  without  further  evidence,  and  other  of 
those  claims,  though  sufficient  evidence  of  the  same,  that  none 
of  the  persons  to  whom  they  appear  to  be  due,  or  any  others 
authorized  to  receive  them  and  give  discharges,  have  applied  to 
the  Commissioner,  and  the  term  of  his  appointment  will  shortly 
expire;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  James  Booth,  Esq.,  the  Secretary,  is  hereby 
appointed  and  authorized  to  receive  from  the  Commissioner 
aforesaid  all  and  every  of  the  accounts  and  claims  for  supplies  as 
aforesaid  whereof  the  said  Commissioner  shall  not  have  sufficient 
evidence,  in  his  opinion,  to  liquidate  and  settle,  and  also  all  and 
every  certificate  which  may  be  issued  by  the  said  Commissioner, 
in  discharge  of  the  balances  of  the  aforesaid  claims,  which  he 
may  liquidate  before  the  term  of  his  office  shall  expire,  belonging 
to  or  in  favor  of  any  citizen  of  this  State;  and  that  Mr.  Secretary 
give  his  receipt  to  the  Commissioner  for  the  same,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  General  Assembly,  ought  to  be  considered  as  a 
sufficient  voucher  to  discharge  the  said  Commissioner  from  the 
claim  of  the  parties  entitled  to  such  certificates  or  accounts. 

Resolved  also.  That  the  Secretary  forthwith,  after  such  delivery 
and  receipt  from  the  Commissioner,  notify  the  persons  interested 
in  such  accounts  and  certificates  of  their  being  in  his  possession 
for  their  use,  and  on  their  respective  applications  to  deliver  over 
the  same,  taking  receipts  therefor,  ana  from  time  to  time  report 
his  proceedings  in  the  premises  to  the  General  Assembly. 

On  motion, 
128 
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Ordered^  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  I 
deliver  Mr.  Commissioner  Winder*  s  1 
Council  founded  thereupon,  for  consi 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  th 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enafc 
inations  in  this  State  to  appoint  Tn 
corporate  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
of  their  respective  congregations/1 
eration  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  preve 
from  this  State  to  either  of  the  Care 
Indies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to- mono 


Friday,  J 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  men 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  rea 

Doctor  Evans,  a  member  of  Asser 
livered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  M 
to  give  security  for  the  faithful  dischi 
them  by  their  testators." 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  last  mem 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  da] 
consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  l ' Ai 
ous  denominations  in  this  State  to  a 
after  some  time  spent  therein  is  defer 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  Present  all  the  members,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  last  mentioned  bill,  which,  being  read  by  para- 
graphs, sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to,  and 
it  shall  pass. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
this  bill,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence,  with  the  petitions 
on  that  subject; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Messrs.  Laws  and  Neill  have  leave  of  absence  until  Tuesday 
evening  next. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  January  20th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs.  Tilton, 
Neill,  Laws,  and  Polk. 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  return- 
ed to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  "An  .act  for  the  amending  and 
continuing  the  provisions  made  in  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  and  for  the 
more  effectual  settlement  of  the  same,'  "  sent  to  that  House  for 
consideration  and  concurrence,  with  sundry  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly;  which  amendments 
were,  on  motion,  by  order,  read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday  morning  next 
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Monday,  J 
Council  met  and  adjourned  to  10  o 


Council  met.  Present  all  the  mei 
Polk  and  Laws. 

The  minutes  of  Saturday  were  reac 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  a  letter  on  the 
Esquire,  addressed  to  him,  recomme 
person  who  is  endeavoring  to  introdu 
into  this  country,  &c. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  letter  i 
committee  of  three,  viz:  Messrs.  Vi 
who  are  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  amendm< 
of  Assembly  to  the  bill  entitled  "An 
tinuing  the  provisions  made  in  the  i 
auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts 
read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  compe 
&c. . ' '  was  read  a  second  time. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

>uncil  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  in  the  forenoon. 

ie  committee  to  whom  was  referred  Mr.  Dickinson's  letter 
/or  of  Mr.  Fitch,  now  reported  that  they  had  conversed  with 
Fitch  on  the  subject,  that  he  informed  them  he  had  applied 
ie  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  matter  mentioned  in 
letter,  and  the  committee,  expecting  the  Council  would  re- 
1  communications  from  that  House,  thought  it  unnecessary 
ake  further  inquiry  of  Mr.  Fitch  relative  thereto. 

Ijourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  January  24th,  A.  M. 

>uncil  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs.  Neill 
Polk. 

ie  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

r.  Cannon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  owners 
possessors  of  a  certain  parcel  of  marsh,  meadow,  and  cripple, 
nafter  described,  situate  on  Little  St.  Georges  Creek,  in  St. 
ges  Hundred,  in  New  Castle  County,  fronting  the  River  Del* 
e,  to  keep  the  banks,  dams,  sluices  and  floodgates  thereof  in 
r,"  with  the  petition  of  the  owners  and  possessors  thereof, 
a  newspaper,  containing  an  advertisement  giving  notice  of 
intended  application  to  the  General  Assembly  for  leave  to 
f  in  the  said  bill. 

r.  Gordon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  entided  "An  act  to  appoint  Edward 
am  and  Mary,  his  wife,  trustees  to  take  care  of  the  property 
seph  Ensor,  an  idiot,"  together  with  a  petition  for  leave  to 
f  in  such  a  bill,  and  two  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
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of  Maryland  thereon  so  far  as  the  esfc 
that  State. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  amc 
provisions  made  in  the  act  entitled  lA 
arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  i 
sideration,  with  the  amendments  prop 
sembly  thereunto,  all  of  which  was  ag 
to  which  Council  proposed  amendmen 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  tl 
return  the  said  bill  and  amendments, 
ments  of  Council,  for  their  considerate 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Council  met     Present  the  same  me 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable 
of  a  certain  parcel  of  marsh,  meadow 
Georges  Creek,  in  New  Castle  Count] 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  app 
Mary,  his  wife,  to  take  care  of  the  pr 
idiot,' '  with  the  petition  and  papers 
were  read. 

Mr.  Neill,  who  had  leave  of  absence 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow 
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Thursday,  January  25th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  Mr.  Polk,  who  had 
leave  of  absence,  having  now  appeared. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
slaves  from  this  State,  &c,"  be  taken  up  and  considered  to- 
morrow morning. 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  oblige  executors  to  give 
security,  &c.,M  be  taken  up  and  proceeded  upon  on  Tuesday 
mofning  next. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  appoint  Edward  Oldham  and 
Mary,  his  wife,  trustees  of  the  estate  of  Joseph  Ensor,"  was 
read,  by  paragraphs,  and  some  amendments  proposed  thereunto. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  said  bill  with  the  amendments,  as  also  the  papers  that 
accompanied  the  same; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Mr.  Hayes,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
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livered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled 
continuing  the  provisions  made  in  the 
auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts 
the  amendments  of  Council  to  those 
to  the  first  of  which  that  House  had  d 
had  agreed;  also  returned  the  bill  en 
the  religious  denominations  in  this 
&c. , ' '  with  some  amendments  propos 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow 


Frii 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  mem 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  rea< 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  all  the 
this  State  to  appoint  Trustees,  &c.,M 
tion — the  first  and  third  whereof  were 
fourth  disagreed  to. 

On  motion, 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  t 
return  the  said  bill  and  amendments  t 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
eration  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
slaves  to  either  of  the  Carolinas,  &c 
spent  therein,  on  motion,  is  referred  t 
Messrs.  Vandyke,  Neill,  and  Tilton,  t 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  several  ps 
Assembly,  by  Mr.  Gordon,  a  member 
on  the  26th  of  October,  1786,  were  1 
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except  the  address  from  the  commercial  convention  at  Annapolis 
and  the  letter  from  the  chairman  of  that  convention,  which  were 
retained. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met     Present  the  same  members,  and  adjourned  to 
10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  January  27th,  A.  M. 
Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 
The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met 

Doct.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  entided  "An  act  to  regulate  marriages/ ' 
for  consideration  and  concurrence;  and  returned  the  resolutions 
of  Council  concerning  Mr.  Commissioner  Winder's  letter,  con- 
curred in  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill,  to  regulate  marriages,  was 
read. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  bill  entided  "An  act  to  enable  all  the  religious 
denominations  in  this  State  to  appoint  Trustees,  &c,"  with  the 
129 
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amendments  proposed  by  that  Houj 
Council  had  proposed  amendments,  t 
sembly  had  acceded. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  said  bi 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monda] 


Monday,  Ja 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  me; 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  minutes  < 
were  read. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  regula 
second  time,  and  the  question  being 
mously  rejected. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  upc 
with  the  aforesaid  bill,  as  rejected  by  ( 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Council  met.     Present  the  same  me 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  1 
of  slaves  to  either  of  the  Carolinas, 
reported  several  amendments;  which, 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow 
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Tuesday,  January  30th,  1787,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers, 
to  wit:  A  resolution  of  that  House  respecting  their  adjournment 
on  Saturday  next  to  some  future  day;  an  act  for  securing  to  John 
Fitch  an  exclusive  right  of  constructing  the  steamboat  by  him 
invented,  &c. ;  the  petition  of  John  Fitch,  with  the  papers  accom- 
panying the  same;  an  act  relinquishing  the  right  ot  this  State  to 
the  confiscated  property  late  of  James  Welch,  deceased,  with  the 
petition  and  other  papers  inclosed  in  the  same;  a  supplementary 
bill  to  the  act  for  the  recovery  of  public  money  due  from  the 
estate  of  J.  Vining,  Esq. ;  the  memorial  of  John  Vining,  and  the 
report  thereon;  and  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  Wilmington 
lottery,  with  a  petition  of  William  Smith,  D.  D.,  a  petition  of 
the  Managers  of  the  Wilmington  Lottery,  &c.  f  and  the  article 
for  appropriating  the  Wilmington  lottery;  all  which  papers  were 
read. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  compel  executors  to  give  security, 
&c,"  was  now  taken  into  consideration,  and  several  amendments 
proposed  to  the  same,  which  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  aforesaid  amendments  be  transcribed  and 
sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  con- 
currence; which  was  done  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
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with  the  aforesaid  bill,  with  the  amem 
Council; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Council  go  into  the 
entitled  "An  act  for  securing  to  John 
constructing  the  steamboat,  &c.,M  to 

On  motion, 

Resoived  unanimously ,  That  Couni 
pose  of  transacting  business  after  the 
evening. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  resol 
of  Assembly  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  up< 
with  the  foregoing  resolution ; 

Who  delivered  the  same  according! 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow 


Wednesday,  J 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  mem 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  rea< 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  yesterda 
for  securing  to  John  Fitch  an  exclusn 
steamboat  by  him  invented,  &C,1'  w 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  sair 
consideration. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "A  supplement  to 
the  recovery  of  one  thousand  five  hun 
eighteen  shillings  and  six  pence,  due  ; 
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ing,  Esq.,  &c.,'  "  was  read  a  second  time,  and  several  amend- 
ments proposed  thereto,  which  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed,  and  that 
Mr.  Polk  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  aforesaid  bill 
and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto,  for  their  consideration 
and  concurrence; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

The  Council  now  took  into  their  consideration  the  bill  entitled 
'  'An  act  for  relinquishing  the  rights  of  this  State  to  the  confis- 
cated property  late  of  James  Welsh,  deceased,"  and  an  amend- 
ment to  the  same  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  aforesaid  amendment  be  transcribed,  and 
that  Mr.  Polk  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  said 
bill  and  the  amendment  proposed  thereto; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
the  Wilmington  lottery/ '  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  by  para- 
graphs, and  some  amendments  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered  to  be  transcribed,  and  that  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  therewith,  with  the  papers  that  accompanied 
the  same; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Mr.  Hayes,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
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ered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  " 
to  give  security,  &c.,M  with  some  am 
House  to  the  amendments  of  Council, 
and  acceded  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on 
return  the  said  bill  and  amendments  < 
ments  of  Council,  now  acceded  to; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  preve 
to  either  of  the  Carolinas,  &c. , ' '  was 
graphs,  and  several  amendments  wer 

Ordered^  That  the  said  amendme 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their 
rence. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow 


Fi 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  mem 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  rea 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  up* 
with  the  bill  entitled   "An  act  to 
slaves,  &c,  with  the  amendments  pi 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  Assembly, 
to  the  Chair  the  following  papers:  1 
the  petition  of  William  Killen,  Esq. 
panying  the  same;  an  act  for  enabling 
a  mill-dam  across  Mispillion  Creek,  i 
panying  the  same. 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  enabling  Sydenham  Thorne  to 
erect  a  mill-dam  across  Mispillion  Creek,  and  for  the  condemna- 
tion of  a  small  piece  of  fast  land  on  the  Sussex  side  of  the  said 
creek  for  the  use  of  a  grist-mill,"  with  the  petition  and  remon- 
strance for  and  against  the  said  bill,  and  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee of  Assembly  upon  that  business,  were  severally  read. 

Also  the  petition  of  William  Killen,  Esquire,  on  the  subject  of 
Col.  Haslet  s  affairs,  the  petition  of  the  children  of  Col.  Haslet, 
and  the  report  of  the  Auditor  thereon,  were  severally  read. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met 

Mr.  Polk,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  slaves,  &c.,M  with  a  paper  of  amendments  pro- 
posed by  that  House  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  Council  to 
the  aforesaid  bill. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  securing  to  John  Fitch  an  exclusive  right  of  con- 
structing and  using  the  steamboat,  &c,  was  read  the  third  time 
by  paragraphs  ana  passed  the  House. 

On  the  question  being  put,  "Whether  Council  agreed  to  the 
first  paragraph  ?"  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative;  upon  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Read,  and  are  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  T.  Tilton,  Mr.  John  Baning,  Mr.  Silas  Snow,  Mr. 
Nicholas  Vandyke,  Mr.  Daniel  Polk,  Mr.  Henry  Neill. 

Nays — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Laws. 

The  question  being  put  upon  the  second  paragraph,  it  was 
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carried  in  the  affirmative.     The  yea* 
above,  and  were  as  upon  the  first  pa 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  up 
with  the  bill  for  securing*  to  John 
constructing  and  using  the  steambc 
Council;  and  the  bill  to  prevent  the 
with  the  paper  of  amendments  propc 
the  paper  of  amendments  proposed 
to  those  proposed  by  Council,  as  agi 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  th 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  petitio 
and  the  children  of  Col.  Haslet,  an 
thereon,  were  seveAdly  read,  and 
agreed  to,  which  follows  in  these  wo: 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts,  to  whc 
of  William  Killen,  Esq.,  executor  of 
begs  leave  to  report: 

That  he  has  had  a  conference  wit 
ject  of  his  said  petition,  and  has  t* 
settlement  of  Col.  Haslet's  account 
of  Assembly  on  the  5th  of  June,  1; 
Council  on  the  8th  of  December  fol 
of  ^234  :  13  :  11  due  to  the  estate  oi 
tioner  alleges  was  paid  to  him  on  the 
it  was  worth  only  £y  :  15  :  5  in  sped 
Haslet's  estate  suffered  greatly  by  th 
which  came  to  his  hands;  nevertnelc 
two  thousand  dollars  last  received  by 
States,  in  certificates  of  final  settle 
amounts  due  from  the  said  States  t< 
the  late  American  army,  provided  th 
ment  of  the  said  two  thousand  dollai 

The  Auditor,  upon  considering  th 
is  of  opinion  that  this  State  may  wi 
posal  of  the  petitioner;  that  the  sai 
then  be  settled  in  a  general  accoun 
which  account  the  certificates  of  final 
and  accepted  as  a  credit.     That  wit) 
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on  the  said  sum,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Auditor  that  the  peti- 
tioner's testator's  estate  should  be  charged  with  it,  and  that  the 
interest  due  on  the  certificates  of  final  settlement  to  be  given  in 
exchange  should  be  calculated  up  to  the  time  of  exchange. 

ELEAZER  McCOMB. 
Auditor's  Office,  June  15th,  1786. 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  January  31, 
1787,  read,  considered  and  agreed  to. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 

In  Legislative  Council,  February  1,  1787,  P.  M.,  read  and  con- 
curred in. 

JAMES  SYKES,  CVk  of  Council 

Resolve  to  be  entered  upon  the  Auditor's  report  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  William  Killen,  Esq.,  as  executor  of  the  late  Col.  John 
Haslet,  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly: 

In  the  Council,  Thursday,  P.  M.,  February  1,  1787. 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  ap- 
pointed and  authorized  to  receive  from  William  Killen,  Esq.,  as 
executor  of  Col.  John  Haslet,  deceased,  certificates  of  final  set- 
tlement to  the  nominal  amount  of  the  said  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars,  with  the  interest  accrued  thereon  at  the  time  of  such 
receipt,  allowing  so  much  interest  as  may  be  due  on  such  cer- 
tificates, in  discharge  of  so  much  interest  due  on  the  said  two 
thousand  dollars;  and  that  the  said  State  Treasurer  give  his  cer- 
tificate of  such  receipt  to  the  said  executor,  and  that  the  Dela- 
ware State  be  from  thenceforth  considered  as  accountable  to  the 
United  States  for  the  said  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  as  last 
received  by  the  said  Col.  John  Haslet  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  for  the  purpose  of  raising  his  new  regiment 

Ordered,  That  the  above  report  of  the  Auditor,  with  the  re- 
solve and  the  above  mentioned  petition,  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
Assembly;  that  Mr.  Laws  wait  upon  the  House  with  the  same; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
130 
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The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  enal 
erect  a  mill-dam,  &c.,M  was  read  a 
postponed  until  to-morrow  morning  i 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrov 


Frid. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  mem 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  rea 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  da> 
consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  liA 
Thorne  to  erect  a  mill-dam  across  fl 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  a  moti 
that  the  further  consideration  thereoi 
the  parties  interested  could  have  noti 
heard  in  the  premises;  which  questioi 
negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tilton,  that  th< 
entered,  it  was  ordered  accordingly,  i 

Yeas — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Snow,  Mr.  ] 

Nays — Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Tilton,  '. 

Neill. 

Mr.  Dingle,  a  member  of  Assemb 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  follow 
sage  from  the  President;  an  act  for  er 
lished  by  Congress  to  liquidate  and  \ 
the  United  States  and  individual  S 
witnesses,  &c. ;  an  act  for  the  supp 
seamen,  citizens  of  this  State,  who 
service  of  the  United  States;  a  bill  fc 
hundred  pounds  for  the  service  of  the 
New  Castle  County  for  a  speedy  coll 
taxes;  the  report  of  the  committee  up 
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a  petition  of  John  Darby,  and  the  Auditor's  report  thereon;  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  with  two  inclosures;  the 
resolution  of  Council  on  the  Auditor's  report  on  the  petition  of 
William  Killen,  Esq.,  as  concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  several  papers  delivered  to  the  Chair 
in  the  forenoon  were  read. 

On  motion, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  ^10,500  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1787,"  by  special  order,  was  read  a  second  time  and 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to  wit:  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Read 
and  Tilton,  who  are  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  ordered 

That  Mr.  Read  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for 
appointing  Commissioners  to  meet  the  convention  of  the  United 
States  to  be  held  on  the  second  day  of  May  next,  at  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration. 

Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  enabling . 
Sydenham  Thorne  to  erect  a  mill-dam,  &c,  and  several  amend- 
ments were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed,  and  that 
Mr.  Neill  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  said  bill  and 
the  amendments  proposed  by  Council  to  the  same,  for  their  con- 
sideration and  concurrence; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Saturi 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  meml 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  si 
or  seamen,  citizens  of  this  State,  whc 
service  of  the  United  States,' '  was  rea 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  s 
graphs  and  it  shall  pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  t 
return  the  same; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the 

Mr.  Read  now  laid  on  the  table  a 
pointing  Deputies  from  this  State  to 
to  be  held  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
the  Federal  System ;"  which,  by  orde 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  Assembl; 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "A: 
spirituous  liquors  imported  into  this 
poses." 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  appointin 
to  the  Convention  proposed  to  be  hel 
ing  the  Federal  System,  &c.,M  was  i 
third  time  by  paragraphs,  and  it  shall 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  tr 
the  said  bill,  for  their  consideration  an 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  s 

Mr.  Grantham,  a  member  of  Assen 
ted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  e 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Just 
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and  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,"  with  a  memorial  of  William 
Killen  and  David  Finney,  Esquires,  &c,  the  excise  bill,  &c; 
which  said  papers  were  severally  read. 

Mr.  Dingle,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  that  House  accepting 
and  agreeing  to  the  proposals  of  Mr.  Read  for  revising  the  laws, 
with  the  said  proposals,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  Auditor's  bill  and  the  papers  of  amendments  proposed 
to  the  same,  and  an  additional  amendment  proposed  to  the  said 
bill  by  Council,  with  the  following  verbal  message  from  Council 
to  the  House  of  Assembly: 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council,  from  the  shortness  of  the  time  prescribed  by  your 
honorable  House  for  the  present  session,  have  departed  some- 
what from  the  usual  mode  of  transacting  business,  in  the  offering 
another  amendment,  different  from  their  former  one,  disagreed  to 
by  your  honorable  House,  to  the  third  amendment  proposed  by 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Auditor's  bill,  to  wit:  that  of  add- 
ing twenty-five  pounds  to  the  one  hundred  pounds  set  down  in 
your  said  third  amendment;  for  that  the  continuance  and  regular 
keeping  up  of  that  office  is  of  great  importance  and  use  to  this 
State,  and  it  is  most  likely  that  a  person  who  hath  already  been 
exercised  in  the  duties  of  such  an  office  would  be  presendy  most 
competent  for  the  immediate  execution  of  the  various  duties 
thereof,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  probable  that  if 
the  present  Auditor  should  be  reelected  he  might  accept  thereof 
for  such  annual  allowance. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  providing  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  bill  and  the  memorial  of  Wm.  Killen  and  David  Finney, 
Esquires,  &c; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Council  met.     Present  all  the  meml 

Council  being  informed  that  James 
Sergeant-at-Arms  to  this  House,  ha< 
of  Dover  to  the  village  called  Miffli 
it  would  be  inconvenient,  both  to  tl 
James,  to  be  continued  in  that  stat 
offering  himself  to  perform  that  duty 
is  therefore  appointed  Doorkeeper  an 
House. 

Mr.  Shankland,  a  member  of  the  I 
ing,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  tl 
with  the  verbal  message  from  this  Hoi 
bly,  thus  acted  upon  in  that  House: 

In  the  House  of  Asse 

This  House  having  taken  the  said  i 
propose  that  the  sum  of  three  hun< 
salary  of  the  Auditor. 

JAS.  BO 

Thus  acted  upon  in  Council,  Febi 
agreed  to. 

JAMES  £ 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  up< 
with  the  Auditor's  bill,  and  the  verbs 
the  House  of  Assembly; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  tl 
ingly. 

Mr.  Cannon,  a  member  of  Assem 
turned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  " 
uties  from  this  State  to  the  Conventi 
ment  to  the  same;  the  letter  from  Gi 
the  following  verbal  message: 
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A  Verbal  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 

Council. 
Gentlemen : 

The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  the  honorable  the  Council 
that  both  Houses  meet,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  forthwith,  for 
the  purpose  of  nominating  and  balloting  for  Deputies  to  attend 
the  proposed  convention  for  revising  the  Federal  Constitution; 
for  an  Auditor  for  this  State,  and  for  a  Delegate  to  Congress,  to 
supply  the  place  of  Gunning  Bedford,  the  elder,  Esq.,  who  hath 
declined  to  accept  of  that  appointment. 

Saturday,  P.  M.,  Feb.  3,  1787. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  for  raising  ^10,500,  &c,  was 
committed,  now  brought  in  their  report;  which  was  read. 

Upon  the  motion  being  made  and  seconded,  that  Council 
should  proceed  presently  to  the  consideration  of  the  said  report, 
the  question  was  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by 
Mr.  Tilton,  and  are  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Snow,  Mr.  Neill,  Mr.  Vandyke. 

Nays — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Laws. 

So  the  House  being  divided,  the  Speaker  gave  his  vote  against 
the  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  act  appointing  Deputies,  &c. ,  with  the  paper  of  amend- 
ments proposed  by  that  House  to  the  said  bill,  and  an  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Council  to  the  first  mentioned  amendments; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  memorial  and  appeal  of  George 
Read,  with  the  several  papers  accompanying  the  same,  together 
with  the  decision  of  that  House  on  the  said  appeal,  which  follows. 
The  papers  severally  were  read. 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  February  3,  1787. 

The  House  took  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  Auditor's 
report  from  which  George  Read,  Esq.,  appealed;  and  thereupon 
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Resolved,  in  favor  of  the  appellai 
six  pounds  five,  shillings  be  added  1 
Auditor  to  be  due  from  this  State  to 

JAMES  BC 

Concurred  in  by  Council. 

JAMES 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  1 
the  engrossed  bill  for  incorporating  r 
order,  had  been  signed  by  the  Speali 
eral  papers  concerning  Mr.  Read's  d< 
resolution  thereon,  to  which  Council 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  up 
with  the  bill  appointing  Deputies,  &< 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  t 
verbal  message: 

Gentlettteti  .• 

The  Council  agree  to  the  propositi 
message  of  this  afternoon  to  meet,  in 
with,  tor  the  purpose  of  nominating 
posed  convention  for  revising  the  F 
an  Auditor  for  this  State,  and  a  Dele] 
the  place  of  Gunning  Bedford,  Esq.,  1 
to  accept  of  that  appointment. 

Doct.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assemt 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  several  laws  p 
resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal 

Adjourned  to  io  o'clock  on  Moncb 
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Monday,  February  5th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Council  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  ^10,500  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1787,"  and  after  sundry  debates  thereon,  a 
question  was  proposed  and  put,  "  Do  Council  agree  to  the  report 
so  far  as  relates  to  providing  for  the  requisition  of  Congress  of  the 
2d  of  August  last  tor  56,512  dollars  ?"  which  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tilton,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  above 
question  be  entered  on  the  minutes,  it  was  ordered  accordingly, 
and  are  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Yeas — Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Snow. 

Nays — Mr.  Neill,  Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Laws. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  for  raising  ,£10,500  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1787,  and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and 
agreed  to  to  Section  17,  inclusive.  Then,  upon  reading  Sections 
18  and  19,  a  motion  was  made  for  introducing  an  amendment  to 
precede  the  said  Sections  18  and  19,  as  follows,  to  wit:  "An  act 
for  extending  the  time  for  collection  of  the  unpaid  State  tax 
directed  to  be  raised  in  the  year  1786;"  in  order  to  form  those 
two  sections,  viz:  18  and  19,  into  a  separate  act;  and,  upon  the 
question,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereupon  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Dr.  Tilton, 
and  they  are  as  follows: 
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For  the  affirmative — Mr.    Read, 
Polk,  Mr.  Snow. 

For  the  negative — Mr.  Tilton,  Mr. 

Then  the  question  being  put  upon 
into  a  separate  act,  it  was  determinec 
yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  were  1 
ceding  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  t 
the  last  mentioned  bill  and  the  amen 
Council,  for  the  consideration  and  co 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the 

Mr.  Porter,  a  member  of  Assemb 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  resolution 
ance  to  the  Delegates  in  Congress, 
and  follow  in  these  words: 

In  the  House  of  Ass: 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  Deleg 
Congress  of  the  United  States  be  al 
lings  for  every  day  he  shall  attend  in 
thereof,  and  also  the  same  sum  per 

foing  thereto  and  returning  therefro 
om  this  State  to  the  Convention  pre 
of  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  re 
tion,  be  allowed  the  like  sum  for  e\ 
same,  and  also  the  same  sum  per  c 
going  thereto  and  returning  therefroi 

Resolved  also,  That  the  President 
this  State  for  the  time  being,  upor 
producing  an  account  of  his  attendan 
lzed  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  r 
account,  for  the  payment  of  the  san 
order  and  receipt,  shall  be  a  sufficiei 
in  the  settlement  of  his  account. 


Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BC 
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On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
declaring  the  allowance  to  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Con- 
gress, and  the  Deputies  to  the  Convention  for  revising  the  Federal 
Constitution,  were  read,  and  an  amendment  proposed  and  agreed 
to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  that  House  with  the  same  for 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers,  to  wit:  A  letter 
from  the  Auditor,  of  this  day,  also  reports  of  the  Auditor,  of  the 
2d  February,  1785,  4th  November,  1785,  14th  and  20th  January, 
1786,  and  15th  January,  1787,  and  do.  on  the  petition  of  Esther 
Mackey,  of  same  date. 

Mr.  Shankland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  returned  the  resolutions  for  ascertaining  the  allowance 
to  the  Delegates,  &c. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  February  6th,  A.  M. 

The  order  in  favor  of  John  McKinly,  by  order,  was  signed  by 
the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Shankland,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  two  engrossed  bills,  the  one  for 
extending  the  time  of  collection  of  the  unpaid  State  tax  directed 
to  be  raised  in  the  year  1786,  the  other,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  raising  ,£10,500  for  the  service  of  the  year  1787 ;"  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  above 
laws;  also  a  resolution  of  said  House  instructing  the  Delegates  to 
Congress  from  this  State  to  urge  Congress  to  direct  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Continental  Loan  Office  of  this  State  to  receive  the 
indents  that  may  be  collected  from  the  citizens  from  this  State  in 
discharge  of  the  requisition  of  Congress  of  the  27th  September, 
1785. 

The  resolution  respecting  the  Great  Seal  was  concurred  in, 
and  the  above  laws  were,  by  order,  signed  by  the  Speaker  and 
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sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  J 
for  affixing  the  Great  Seal; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  th 

The  Council  allowed  the  following 

To  the  Honorable  George  Craghead 

days*  attendance  and  mileage, 
To  George  Read,  Esq.,  for  do,  do,, 
To  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esq.,  for  do. 
To  Silas  Snow,  Esq.,  for  do.  do., 
To  James  Tilton,  Esq.,  for  do.  do., 
To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  fordo,  do., 
To  Henry  Neill,  Esq.,  for  do.  do., 
To  Daniel  Polk,  Esq.,  for  do.  do., 
To  Alexander  Laws,  Esq.,  for  do,  d< 
To  James  Sykes,  Clerk,  for  26  days1 

for  engrossing,  paper,  &c,      . 
To  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Battel],  for  the  usi 

wood  and  candles 

To  James   Newnam,    Doorkeeper  a 

Arms ........ 


Additional  allowance  for  3  days  after 
Total  amount, 

To  the  Honorable  George  Craghead 

To  George  Read,  Esq.,  .    ■ 

To  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esq. 

To  Silas  Snow,  Esq.,   . 

To  James  Tilton,  Esq., 

To  John  Baning,  Esq., 

To  Henry  Neill,  Esq., 

To  Daniel  Polk,  Esq. , 

To  Alexander  Laws,  Esq. 

To  James  Sykes,  Clerk,  , 

To  James  Newnam,  Doorkeeper,  &c 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  several  reports  of  the  Auditor,  agreed  to  by  Council,  and  a 
resolution  of  Council,  drawn  thereon,  empowering  the  President 
or  Commander-in-Chief  to  draw  orders  in  favor  of  the  respective 
persons  for  the  several  sums  as  in  those  reports  are  mentioned 
and  specified  upon  the  State  Treasurer,  payable  out  of  any 
money  m  his  hands  not  heretofore  specially  appropriated; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Council  being  informed,  by  the  verbal  message  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  that  the  honorable  the  House  of  Assembly  had  this 
day  adjourned  the  present  sessions  to  Monday,  28th  day  of  May 
next,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Council  do  now  adjourn  to  the  same  day. 
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FOR  NEW  CASTL 

George  Craghead,  Speaker, 

Nicholas  Vai 

FOR  KENT  C( 
Silas  Snow,  James  Tilt 

FOR  SUSSEX  C 
Henry  Neill,  Daniel  Poli 
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VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  MAY,  1787. 


May  28th,  1787. 

A  sufficient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met  to  form 
a  quorum  on  that  day,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 
Thursday,  the  31st  of  the  same  month,  when  there  appeared  as 
follows: 

far  New  Castle  County — George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Speaker. 

For  Kent  County — James  Tilton,  Silas  Snow,  John  Baning. 

For  Sussex  County — Daniel  Polk,  Alexander  Laws. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  laying  an  impost 
on  spirituous  liquors  imported  into  this  State,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses/' was  read  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to  wit: 
Messrs.  Tilton,  Polk,  and  Snow. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met     Present  the  same  members,  and  adjourned  to 
10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Council  met.     Present  the  same  m< 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  rea 

On  motion,  that  as  a  committee 
the  meeting  of  Council  in  the  mont 
Messrs.  Read,  Joshua  Polk,  and  Tito 
a  bill  for  straightening  the  roads  ol 
this  State,  and  that  Mr.  Read  is  ah 
the  appointment  of  the  General  Ass< 
Federal  Convention,  and  Mr.  Joshua 
of  this  House,  and  as  the  business  w 
sary  to  be  completed,  it  was  therefore 
should  be  appointed  in  the  room  of  tl 
ordered  that  Mr.  Speaker  and  Mr. 
committee  in  the  room  of  Messrs.  R< 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Council  met.     Mr.  Vandyke  appes 
Adjourned  to  Saturday,  10  o'clock 


S/ 
Council  met  and  adjourned  to  Mon 
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Monday,  June  4th,  A.  M. 
Council  met 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vandyke,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter 
the  judgment  at  common  law  against  persons  convicted  of  petit 
treason,  the  same  was  granted;  whereupon  Mr.  Vandyke  laid  a 
bill  for  that  purpose  on  the  table;  which  bill,  on  motion,  by 
order,  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  a  second 
time. 

On  motion,  the  same  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs, 
passed  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  ana  sent  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  consideration  and  concurrence. 

On  motion, 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  transcribed  bill  for  altering  the  judgment  in  petit  treason ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  June  5th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  Moore,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the 
judgment  at  common  law  against  persons  convicted  of  petit 
treason/ '  with  some  amendments  proposed  by  that  House ; 
which,  on  motion,  by  order,  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
132 
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Council  met 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An 
common  law  against  persons  convict* 
and  compared  according  to  the  amei 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on 
the  said  engrossed  bill; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  tf 

Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  Assem 
and  returned  the  bill  for  altering  th 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  si 
House;  which  was  done  accordingly 

Mr.  Gordon  also  delivered  to  tr 
House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the 
law,  which  follows  in  these  words: 

In  the  House  of  J 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or  C 
Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  folio* 

"An  act  to  alter  the  judgment  at  < 
convicted  of  petit  treason.' ' 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

JAS.  B( 

In  Council,  same  day,  read  and  c< 

JAMES 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on 
return  the  last  mentioned  bill  and  re 
Seal  thereunto,  agreed  to  by  Counci 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  th 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morro 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1 787.  IO5I 


Wednesday,  June  6th,  A.  M. 
Council  met     The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  relating  to  the  time  of  the  adjournment  of  that  House, 
which  had  been  delivered  to  him  by  Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of 
Assembly,  after  the  adjournment  of  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read,  and  follows 
in  these  words: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  June  5th,  1787. 
On  motion, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  House  intend,  to-morrow 
evening,  to  conclude  the  present  session  by  adjourning  the  same 
to  some  future  day. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Evans  wait  on  the  Council  with  a  copy  of 
the  said  resolution  for  their  information. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  ClJ  k  of  Assembly. 
On  motion, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors 
of  a  certain  parcel  of  marsh,  meadow,  and  cripple,  hereinafter 
described,  situate  on  Little  St.  Georges  Creek,  in  St.  Georges 
Hundred,  in  New  Castle  County,  fronting  the  River  Delaware, 
to  keep  the  banks,  dams,  sluices  and  floodgates  thereof  in  re- 
pair," was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  and  on  the  question,  the  said  bill  passed  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  same,  with  the  petition  and  newspaper  that  accom- 
panied the  same; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
laying  an  impost  on  spirituous  liquors  imported  into  this  State, 
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and  for  other  purposes,"  now  reported  some  amendments  there- 
unto, which  they  submitted  to  the  House. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  same  be  read;  which  was  done 
accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Mr.  Neill  appeared  and  took  his  seat 

Mr.  Cannon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  respecting  the  meet- 
ing of  both  Houses  in  the  Council  Chamber;  which,  on  motion, 
by  order,  was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  June  6,  1787,  P.  M. 
On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Cannon  wait  on  the  Council,  and  propose 
to  that  honorable  body  that  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly meet  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  six  o'clock  this  afternoon, 
and  put  in  nomination  persons  out  of  whom  shall  be  elected,  by 
ballot,  a  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
Court  for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned therein  by  the  death  of  Abraham  RoDinson,  Esq. ;  and 
also  a  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court 
for  the  County  of  Kent,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
appointment  of  Thomas  Collins,  Esq.,  to  the  Presidency  of  this 
State.  JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly, 

In  the  Council,  June  6th,  1787,  P.  M.,  read  and  concurred  in. 

JAMES  SYKES,  CV k  of  Council. 
On  motion, 

Ordered \  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  above  resolution,  concurred  in  by  Council ; 
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Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

In  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution  of  both  Houses,  the  two 
Houses  met,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  put  in  nomination  the 
following  persons  from  whom  to  appoint  a  Justice  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  of  the  Counties  of  New 
Castle  and  Kent: 

FOR   NEW  CASTLE  COUNTY, 

Mr.  Grantham  names  Mr.  Porter. 
Mr.  Vandyke  names  Mr.  Craghead. 

FOR   KENT  COUNTY, 

Mr.  Rodney  names  Mr.  Smith  as  Chief  Justice. 
Mr.  Rodney  names  Mr.  Carty. 
Mr.  McCalf  names  Mr.  Cook. 
Mr.  Gordon  names  Mr.  Clayton. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amendments  to  the 
bill  entitled  *  *  An  act  for  laying  an  impost  on  spirituous  liquors, 
&c.,M  and  after  some  time  spent  therein  the  same  were  agreed 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  June  7th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliver- 
to  the  Chair  a  verbal  message  from  that  House  in  the  following 
words: 

Verbal  Message  to  the  Council  from  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 
Gentlemen: 
The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  the  honorable  the  Council 
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that  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  meet,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  at  12  o'clock  this  day,  and  proceed  to  the  appointment 
by  ballot  of  persons  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and 
Kent. 

Thursday,  A.  M.,  June  7th,  1787. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  bill  for  laying  an  impost  on  spirituous  liquors,  and  the  amend- 
ments proposed  thereunto  by  Council; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

On  motion,  Council  took  into  consideration  the  proposals  of 
George  Read,  Esquire,  concerning  the  revising  the  laws  of  this 
State,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  accepting 
and  agreeing  to  the  said  proposals;  and  upon  the  question,  "  Do 
Council  concur  with  the  House  of  Assembly  in  that  resolution?" 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  said  proposals  and  resolution  thus  acted  upon  by 
Council. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Laws  reported  the  delivery  of  the  proposals  of  Mr.  Read, 
and  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  to  that  House, 
according  to  order. 

On  motion,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  persons, 
one  of  whom  to  be  elected,  to  fill  up  the  place  of  Major  James 
Black  in  the  Privy  Council,  whose  time  is  expired. 

Mr.  Laws  names  Silas  Snow,  Esquire. 

Mr.  Tilton  names  Eleazer  McComb,  Esquire. 
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On  motion, 


Resolved,  That  Council  will,  to-morrow  morning,  proceed  to 
the  balloting  for  a  Privy  Councillor  in  the  room  of  Major  Black. 

Mr.  Grantham,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  extending  the 
time  for  collection  of  the  unpaid  State  tax  directed  to  be  raised 
in  the  year  1786." 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  June  8th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  Porter,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "A  furtner  supplementary  act  to  the 
act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of 
small  debts;'  "  also  a  resolution  of  that  House  of  their  intention 
to  conclude  the  present  session  this  evening  by  adjourning  the 
same  to  some  future  day. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  appropriating 
the  sum  of  £10, 500." 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  '  'A  further  supplement  to  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  for  calling  in  and  destroying  such  of  the  Bills  of 
Credit,  emitted  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this  State,  passed  under 
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the  present  or  former  Government  thereof,  as  are  now  outstand- 
ing, and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned.'  " 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  ap- 
propriating the  sum  of  ,£10,500,  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "A  further  supplement  to  an  act  for  calling  in 
and  destroying  such  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted,  &c.,"  was 
read. 

On  motion,  the  bill  for  appropriating  the  sum  of  ,£10,500,  was 
read  by  paragraphs  and  passed  the  House. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  supplementary  bill  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of 
small  debts,  with  some  amendments  proposed  by  Council  there- 
unto; also  the  bill  for  appropriating  the  sum  of  ,£10,500,  which 
had  passed  Council. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "A  further  supplement  to  an  act  for  calling  in 
and  destroying  Bills  of  Credit,  &c.,M  was  read  a  second  time  by 
paragraphs  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  last  mentioned  bill,  which  had  passed  the  Council ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  above 
acts  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  extending  the  time  of  collection  of  the  unpaid  State 
tax  directed  to  be  raised  in  1786,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Council  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  a  Privy  Councillor,  and  the  votes  being  taken  by  the  Speaker 
and  read,  it  appears  that  Eleazer  McComb,  Esq. ,  was  elected  by 
a  majority  of  votes,  and  is  declared  duly  elected. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Dm,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for 
the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,  with  the 
amendments  of  Council,  to  the  first  of  which  they  had  disagreed, 
and  to  the  second  agreed;  whereupon  Council,  after  considering 
their  first  amendment,  receded  therefrom  and  proposed  an  addi- 
tional amendment 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  last  mentioned  bill,  thus  acted  upon  by  Council; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  extending  the  time  for  collection  of  the  unpaid  State  tax  di- 
rected to  be  raised  in  the  year  1786,"  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  question  was  put  and  the  bill  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  said  bill,  thus  acted  upon  by  Council: 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Mr.  Shankland,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  the  following  bills,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  x>f  Assembly,  to  wit: 

"An  act  for  appropriating  the  sum  of  ^10,500;" 

"A  further  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts;'  M 

"A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  calling  in 
and  destroying  such  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  virtue  of  any 
law  of  this  State,  passed  under  the  present  or  former  Government 
thereof,  as  are  now  outstanding,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned;'  "  and 

"An  act  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors  of  a  certain 
parcel  of  marsh,  meadow,  and  cripple,   hereinafter  described, 
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situate  on  Little  St.  Georges  Creek,  in  St.  Georges  Hundred,  in 
New  Castle  County,  fronting  the  River  Delaware,  to  keep  the 
banks,  dams,  sluices,  and  floodgates  thereof  in  repair." 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the 
Great  Seal  to  the  above  mentioned  bills;  which  was  concurred  in 
by  Council. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  bills  were  compared  and  ordered  to 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  above  laws  and  resolution; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Adjourned  to  6  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  June  9th,  A.  M. 

Council  met,  and  proceeded  to  the  settlement  of  the  expenses 
of  this  sitting,  and  the  following  accounts  were  allowed,  viz : 

To  the  Hon.  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Speaker,  for 

13  days'  attendance  in  Council  and  mileage,   .    .  £  13    60 

To  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 6  11  4 

To  Silas  Snow,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 828 

To  James  Tilton,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 7  16  o 

To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 7  16  o 

To  Daniel  Polk,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 7  18  o 

To  Alexander  Laws,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 7140 

To  Henry  Neill,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 3  18  o 

To  James  Sykes,  Clerk, 8  10  6 

To  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Battell,  for  the  use  of  a  room,  .    .  7  10  o 

To  Benjamin  Crooks,  Doorkeeper, 526 

£H   50 
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Ordered^  That  the  Speaker  sign  orders  on  the  State  Treasurer 
in  favor  of  the  above  persons  for  the  sums  above  mentioned ;  which 
was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Orderedy  That  the  Minutes  of  Council  be  transcribed  by  the 
Clerk  from  their  sessions  in  October,  1783,  to  the  present,  both 
inclusive,  and  that  Messrs.  Tilton  and  Sykes  correct  the  same, 
and  have  two  hundred  copies  thereof  printed  before  the  next 
meeting  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  27th  of  August  next. 
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OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  AUGUST,  1787. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  by  adjournment,  August  27th, 
1787,  a  sufficient  number  of  the  members  not  having  appeared 
to  form  a  quorum,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Thurs- 
day, the  joth  of  this  instant,  when  the  following  gentlemen  ap- 
peared, viz: 

For  New  Castle  County — The  Hon.  George  Craghead,  Esq., 
Speaker;  Nicholas  Vandyke. 

For  Kent  County — Silas  Snow,  James  Tilton,  John  Baning. 

On  motion,  ordered 

That  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Tilton  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the 
President,  and  inform  him  that  Council  was  sitting  and  ready  to 
receive  any  business  that  he  may  have  to  lay  before  them. 

The  gentlemen,  being  returned,  report  that  they  had  waited 
on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  according  to  order,  and  that 
he  was  pleased  to  say  that  he  had  several  public  communications 
in  his  possession,  which,  if  Council  thought  it  necessary,  he  was 
ready  to  lay  before  them. 

On  motion,  ordered 

That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  his  Excellency  and  receive  these  com- 
munications from  his  hands  and  present  them  to  Council. 

Mr.  Snow,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  his 
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Excellency,  the  President,  agreeable  to  order,  and  that  he  was 
pleased  to  say  the  papers  before  mentioned  were  not  in  such  order 
as  he  would  wish  to  present  them  in  to  Council,  that  he  had  not 
been  explicit  enough  on  the  subject  when  the  Committee  waited 
on  him,  nor  had  he  any  message  prepared,  but  that  if  the  Council 
thought  it  proper  to  sit  on  the  morrow  he  would  have  the  papers 
in  order. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  August  31st,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

The  Clerk  of  Council  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from 
his  Excellency,  the  President  to  the  Council,  accompanied  by  the 
following  papers:  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  of  the 
2d  July  last,  with  its  enclosures;  one  of  the  12th  of  the  same 
month,  with  a  cow  of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  Emperor  of  Morocco;  one  of  the  14th,  with 
its  inclosures;  one  of  the  31st,  with  its  inclosures;  also  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  of  the  3d  July,  with  its 
inclosures;  which,  by  order,  were  severally  read. 

Then  the  following  accounts  were  allowed: 

To  the  Hon.  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Speaker,  for  5 

days1  attendance  and  mileage, £  620 

To  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esq.,  for  3  days'  attendance 

and  mileage, 2  18  o 

To  James  Tilton,  Esq.,  for  2  days'  attendance,  ...  140 

To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  fordo., 140 

To  Silas  Snow,  Esq.,  for  do.  and  mileage, 1  10  8 

To  James  Sykes,  for  5  days, 326 

To  Benj.  Crooks,  fordo., 2  12  6 

To  Mrs.  Battell,  for  use  of  a  room, 2  15  o 

£**    8« 
Adjourned  to  20th  day  of  October  next 
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At  a  session  convened  at  Dover,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Octo- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven,  divers  of  the  members  met,  but  the  number  not 
bemg  a  quorum,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Thurs- 
day, the  twenty-fifth  of  the  same  month. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  October  25th,  1787. 

It  appears  by  the  returns  of  the  officers  of  the  Counties  of 
New  Castle  and  Kent,  appointed  by  law  to  be  Judges  of  Elec- 
tions, that  on  the  first  day  of  October  instant,  at  the  usual  places 
of  election  for  the  said  Counties,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
chosen  to  represent  the  said  Counties  respectively  as  members  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Delaware  State,  for  three  years 
next  ensuing  the  said  election,  to  wit : 

For  New  Castle  County — Thomas  McDonough. 

For  Kent  County — John  Cook. 

All  the  members  of  the  Council  now  appeared  except  Messrs. 
Vandyke,  Tilton  and  Baning. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  Thomas 
McDonough,  Esquire,  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  Speaker,  in  the  Chair,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Cook,  took, 
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made  and  subscribed  the  oath  and  affirmation  of  allegiance  and 
declaration  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  [See  note  an  page 
/o.] 

On  motion,  ordered 

That  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Cook,  and  Mr.  Laws  be  a  committee  to 
wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform  him  that  the 
Council  had  met  and  were  ready  to  receive  any  business  he  might 
have  to  lay  before  them. 

The  committee  above  mentioned,  being  returned,  report  that 
they  had  waited  on  his  Excellency  according  to  order,  who  in- 
formed them  that  he  had  sent  a  message,  with  sundry  papers,  to 
the  House  of  Assembly,  which,  in  due  time,  would  come  before 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Read,  as  one  of  the  deputies  from  this  State  to  the  con- 
vention held  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  laid  on  the  table  a  printed  copy  of 
the  plan  of  the  Constitution  for  the  United  States  of  America, 
agreed  to  by  the  said  convention. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Baning  now  appeared  in  the  Council  and  took  his  seat 

Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  President  and  the  following 
public  letters,  with  their  enclosures,  to  wit:  From  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury  of  the  25th  of  May;  from  the  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  nth  of  October;  and  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  July,  10th  of  August,  3d  and 
28th  of  September,  in  which  was  inclosed  the  Federal  Constitu- 
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tution,  and  of  the  2d  of  October,  1787;  which  were  read.     The 
President's  message  is  in  these  words: 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

The  Secretary  will  communicate  to  you,  for  your  consideration, 
the  following  public  letters,  with  their  enclosures,  which  I  have 
lately  received,  to  wit:  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury, 
of  the  28th  of  May;  from  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  of 
the  nth  of  October;  and  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  of  the 
25th  of  July,  10th  of  August,  3d  and  28th  of  September,  and  2d 
of  October,  1787. 

With  the  above  mentioned  letter  of  the  28th  of  September, 
the  Federal  Constitution,  as  reported  by  the  late  Convention  of 
the  States,  is  now  transmitted  to  you  conformably  to  the  unani- 
mous resolution  of  Congress  thereon,  in  order  to  be  submitted 
to  a  convention  of  Delegates,  to  be  chosen  by  the  people  of  the 
State,  for  their  assent  and  ratification;  and  I  cannot,  upon  the 
present  occasion,  avoid  recommending  it  to  your  attention  as  a 
subject  of  the  most  important  consideration,  involving  in  its 
adoption  not  only  our  prosperity  and  felicity,  but  perhaps  our 
national  existence.  THOMAS  COLLINS. 

Dover,  October  24,  1787. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  A.  M„  October  26th,  1787. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  Mr.  Tilton,  who  now  appeared  in  the  House  and  took  his 
seat 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  agreeable  to  adjournment. 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.f  October  27th,  1787. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

Ordered,  That  the  President's  Message,  with  the  several  papers 
which  accompanied  the  same,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly by  Mr.  Laws. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  alter- 
ing the  quorum  of  the  House  of  Assembly,"  which  had  been 
delivered  to  him  by  a  member  of  that  House  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Council. 

The  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned,  by  Mr.  Laws,  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  as  acted  upon  by  Council. 

Mr.  Laws  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above  bill  to  the  House 
of  Assembly. 
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Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  quorum 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,"  engrossed,  with  a  resolution  of  that 
House  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  same. 

The  said  bill  being  compared,  ordered  that  the  Speaker  of 
Council  sign  the  same;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  above  men- 
tioned bill  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  the  last  mentioned  bill,  and  the  resolution  for 
affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same,  be  returned  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  by  Mr.  Tilton,  as  acted  upon  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Tilton  reported  the  delivery  of  the  same. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  October  29th,  1787. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  who  attended 
on  Saturday  last,  except  Mr.  Cook. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  report  of  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts,  dated  this  day;  also  a  report  of  the  outstanding  taxes, 
reported  June  5th,  1787. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  October  30th,  1787. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Cook,  having  returned,  now  appeared  in  the  Council. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  paper  purporting  to  be  the 
return  of  a  Counsellor  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  for  the  present 
year,  which  was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words,  to  wit: 

Sussex  County,  Delaware  State: 

This  indenture  made  this  fifteenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  be- 
tween Thomas  Laws,  Sub-Sheriff  of  the  County,  of  tne  one  part, 
and  Francis  Wright,  Thomas  Laverty,  William  Peery,  and  Peter 
Marsh,  Inspectors,  and  John  Paynter  and  David  Hall,  gentlemen, 
freeholders  of  the  said  County,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth, 
that  the  said  Inspectors,  together  with  a  number  of  freeholders  of 
the  said  County,  having  met  at  the  Court  House  in  Lewes,  on  the 
first  day  of  October  instant,  and  continued  by  adjournments 
until  this  day,  did  then  and  there  choose,  elect,  and  nominate 
Simon  Kollock,  gentleman,  to  be  Counsellor  for  the  County 
aforesaid,  pursuant  to  the  Constitution  or  System  of  Government 
of  the  State  of  Delaware. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  said  Sub-Sheriff,  Inspectors,  and 
Freeholders  have  hereunto  signed  their  names  and  affixed  their 
seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

THOMAS  LAWS,  5.  Sheriff,  [seal.] 


FRANCIS  WRIGHT, 

[seal.] 

THOMAS  LAVERTY, 

[seal.] 

SOLOMON  WILLEY, 

[seal.] 

WILLIAM  PEERY, 

[seal.] 

JOSEPH  DAWSON, 

[seal.] 

DAVID  HALL, 

[seal.] 

PETER  MARSH, 

[seal.] 

JOHN  PAYNTER, 

[seal.] 
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On  motion,  ordered, 

That  the  Auditor  be  notified  that  his  annual  report,  of  the  27th 
and  29th  instant,  doth  not  contain  any  general  account  of  debts 
due  to  the  State,  as  expressed  in  the  13th  section  of  the  law 
under  which  he  acts,  and  which  enumerates  the  heads  whereof 
such  general  account  shall  consist,  and  that  he  furnish  Council 
with  such  general  account  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  order  be  transcribed,  and  that  Mr. 
Polk  wait  on  the  Auditor  and  deliver  the  same. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  above  order  to 
the  Auditor,  and  that  he  was  informed  by  him  that  an  official 
report  would  be  made  to-morrow,  so  far  as  his  books  enabled 
him  to  make  such  report. 

Mr.  Cook  desires  leave  of  absence  until  to-morrow  morning, 
and  the  same  is  granted. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  October  31st,  1787. 
The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members. 
On  motion,  ordered, 
That  the  Sheriff  and  Sub-Sheriff  of  Sussex  County  be  notified 
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to  attend  the  Council  forthwith,  to  be  examined  touching  die 
election  of  Sussex  County. 

The  Sheriff  and  Sub-Sheriff  attended  accordingly,  and  the 
Council  proceeded  to  the  examination. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  proceeded  in 
the  examination  of  the  Under  Sheriff  of  Sussex  County  concern- 
ing the  election  in  that  County. 

Ordered  that  Mr.  Peery  be  notified  to  attend  the  Council 
forthwith,  to  be  examined  touching  the  late  election  in  Sussex 
County. 

Mr.  Peery  attended  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  November  1st,  1787. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  he  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  four  petitions  from  121  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Sussex  County  against  the  late  election  in  said  County. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  report  of  the  Auditor,  dated 
October  31st,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Council  of  30tb 
of  October,  with  two  inclosures,  the  first  containing  a  list  of 
specie  taxes  preceeding  1784,  committed  to  Collectors  of  Hun- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  787.  IO7I 

dreds,  and  still  outstanding;  the  second  containing  a  list  of  open 
accounts  in  the  public  books,  on  which  balances  appear  to  be  due 
to  the  State. 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  the  Auditor  be  further  notified  that  his  additional  report 
of  yesterday  is  not  sufficiently  explicit  as  to  the  sum  of  the  State 
tax,  outstanding  in  the  hands  of  the  several  persons  in  New  Castle 
and  Kent  Counties,  previous  to  1784,  for  that  the  sums  annexed 
to  each  delinquent's  name  may  comprehend  as  well  County  as 
State  tax,  when  the  delinquency  as  to  State  tax  was  only  neces- 
sary for  legislative  information.  And  also  that  no  specific  state- 
ment is  made  of  the  tax  outstanding  in  Sussex  County,  before 
1784,  showing  who  may  be  delinquents  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  transcribe  the  above 
order  and  wait  on  the  Auditor  with  the  same. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  November  2d,  1787. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  he  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers,  to  wit: 
A  bill  entitled  4  'An  act  granting  to  Oliver  Evans,  for  a  term  of 
years,  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  making  and  selling  within 
this  State  the  machines  herein  described,1 '  with  two  petitions  of 
the  said  Oliver  Evans,    praying  an  exclusive  privilege  of  con- 
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9tructing  and  employing  a  steam-carriage  which  he  hath  invent- 
ed, capable  of  carrying  heavy  burdens,  to  be  propelled  by  the 
agency  of  steam  and  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere,  without 
the  aid  of  animal  force  ;  a  recommendation  from  sundry  persons 
respecting  Evans*  machine,  and  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  said  petitions;  and  a  resolution  of 
that  House  permitting  Oliver  Evans  to  bring  in  the  above  men- 
tioned bill ;  also  a  petition  from  James  Adams,  with  his  general 
account;  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
upon  that  part  of  James  Adams'  petition  which  appeals  from  the 
Auditor's  report;  and  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
upon  the  appeal  of  James  Adams;  which  said  papers  were  sever- 
ally read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  vesting 
the  powers  heretofore  given  to  three  Justices  of  the  Courts  of 
Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  in  the  respective  Counties 
of  this  State  in  a  lesser  number,  the  same  was  granted;  where- 
upon he  presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  which  was 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  vesting  the  powers  heretofore 

S'ven  to  three  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and 
rphans'  Courts  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this  State  in  a 
lesser  number,"  was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for  further 
consideration.  * 

The  petitions  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Sussex 
against  the  late  election  in  said  County,  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, of  this  day,  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  Council  of 
yesterday;  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

By  special  order,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  granting  to  Oliver 
Evans,  for  a  term  of  years,  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  making 
and  selling  within  this  State  the  machines  herein  described/'  was 
read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Mr.  Laws  desires  leave  of  absence  until  Tuesday  next.  The 
same  is  granted. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  November  3d,  1787. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members,  except  Mr. 
Laws. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  vesting  the  powers  heretofore 

SVen  to  three  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and 
rphans'  Courts  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this  State  in  a 
lesser  number,"  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  transcribed,  and  sent  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  contents  of 
the  paper  purporting  to  be  the  return  of  a  Counsellor  for  the 
County  of  Sussex  for  the  present  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tilton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Baning,  that  the 
following  resolution  should  be  adopted  by  the  Council,  to  wit: 

Whereas  the  disturbances  in  Sussex  County,  which  have 
occasioned  the  disputed  election  now  under  the  discussion  of 
this  House,  appear  manifestly  to  flow  from  causes  that  have  sub- 
sisted from  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  and 
through  the  Revolution,  until  this  day,  and  are  now  of  so  serious 
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a  nature  as  to  deserve  the  most  attentive  and  thorough  investiga- 
tion; and  whereas  to  decide  on  the  election  upon  the  information 
given  upon  one  side  only,  without  hearing  those  complained  o£ 
as  well  as  those  complaining,  must  be  an  ex  parte  procedure 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  justice  and  moderation;  and  whereas 
there  is  also  reason  to  apprehend  that  besides  setting  aside  the 
election  there  may  be  further  proceedings  of  the  Legislature,  for 
the  purpose  of  disgracing  or  punishing  those  complained  of  by 
the  petitioners,  whereby  they  will  be  condemned  unheard,  and 
may  be  rendered  more  desperate  in  their  conduct,  and  the  dis- 
order of  this  Government  become  more  extended  and  dreadful 
in  their  consequences;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  persons  complained  of  in  the  peti- 
tions as  choose  be  permitted  to  attend  and  be  heard  in  their  own 
justification,  and  that  such  person  or  persons  as  can  throw  light 
upon  this  important  subject  be  ordered  to  attend  and  give  their 
evidence;  that,  after  the  fullest  information  and  the  most  free  and 
open  discussion  of  the  matter,  the  House  may  be  enabled  to  pro- 
ceed in  so  important  a  business  in  such  manner  as  shall  most 
effectually  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people. 

The  auestion  was  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Tilton,  they  are  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Baning. 
Nays—  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  D.  Polk. 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
Whereupon,  on  motion,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  the  said  election  of  a  member  of  this  House, 
in  the  present  year,  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  was  not  freely, 
legally,  and  indifferently  made,  and  it  is  adjudged  by  the  Council 
that  Simon  Kollock,  in  the  indenture  of  return  aforesaid,  was  not 
duly  elected. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  above  resolution,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Tilton,  and  they  are  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Baning. 

Nay — Mr.  Tilton. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  November  5th,  1787. 
The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Tilton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Baning, 
that  he  should  have  leave  to  enter  his  reasons  of  dissent  and 
protest  against  the  resolution  of  Saturday  last  on  the  subject  of 
the  late  election  of  Sussex  County,  and,  after  debate,  a  motion 
was  made  and  seconded  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  said 
motion,  and  to  take  up  the  following,  to  wit:  Whether  such 
reasons  of  dissent  and  protest  on  this  or  on  any  other  occasion 
should  be  admitted  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  this  House, 
as  the  entering  of  the  yeas  and  nays  of  every  member  on  any 
question  taken  in  this  House,  on  the  request  of  any  one  member, 
was  a  standing  rule  thereof?  And  on  the  question,  the  same  was 
postponed  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  morning  \be  assigned  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  last  mentioned  motion. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  LC 


1076  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  November  6th,  1787. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Council  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  motion  of  yesterday  afternoon,  to  wit: 
Whether  such  reasons  of  dissent  and  protest  on  this  or  on  any 
other  occasion  should  be  admitted  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes 
of  this  House,  as  the  entering  of  the  yeas  and  nays  of  every 
member  on  any  question  taken  in  this  House,  on  the  request 
of  any  one  member,  was  a  standing  rule  thereof?  And  011  the 
auestion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Read,  and 
tney  are  as  follows: 

Yea— Mr.  Tilton. 

Nays — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Baning. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  he  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  vesting  the  powers 
heretofore  given  to  three  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas 
and  Orphans'  Courts  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this  State  in 
a  lesser  number,  concurred  in  by  that  House. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment 

Mr.  Laws  appeared  in  the  House  and  took  his  seat 

Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted,  and  he 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government;' " 
which  was  read. 
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Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitions  from  sundry  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Sussex  County,  against  the  late  election  in  said  County,  be  re- 
turned to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Laws. 

Adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  November  7th,  1787. 
The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  upon 
that  part  of  James  Adams'  petition  which  appeals  from  the  Au- 
ditor s  report,  and  the  resolution  of  that  House  upon  the  said 
appeal,  were  read  a  second  time,  and  the  said  resolution  was 
concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

The  bill  for  granting  to  Oliver  Evans  an  exclusive  right  in 
making  certain  machines,  was  read  the  third  time  by  paragraphs 
and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  several  papers  which 
accompanied  the  same,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly upon  the  appeal  of  James  Adams,  with  the  petition  and 
the  account  of  the  said  James  Adams,  and  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  same,  be  returned 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Cook. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  sign  the  engrossed  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  vesting  the  powers  heretofore  given  to  three  Justices 
of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  in  the 
respective  Counties  of  this  State  in  a  lesser  number;"  which  was 
done  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  engrossed  bill,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  signed  by 
the  Speaker  thereof. 
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The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  further  security  of  the  Government,'  "  was  read  a  second 
time  and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  November  8th,  1787. 

The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Revell,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted,  and  he  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  of  that  House  for  calling 
a  Convention  for  the  purpose  of  ratifying  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  May,  1787, 
for  settling  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  individual 
States,  was  read. 

Ordered,  that  Messrs.  Read,  Tilton,  and  Laws  be  a  committee 
to  whom  the  said  ordinance  shall  be  referred,  to  report  what  may 
be  necessary  to  be  done  thereon  on  the  part  of  this  State. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  calling  a  Conven- 
tion were  read.     Deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment 

Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted,  and  he  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  respecting  their 
intention  to  conclude  the  present  session  on  Saturday  next  by 
adjourning  the  same  to  some  future  day;  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  November  9th,  1787. 

The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  calling  a  Con- 
vention for  the  purpose  of  ratifying  the  Federal  Constitution, 
were  read  a  second  time. 

The  Clerk  of  this  House  laid  on  the  table  four  petitions  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  New  Castle  County,  and  a  petition  from 
the  Grand  Jurors  of  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  held  at 
New  Castle  on  the  5th  of  October,  1787,  in  favor  of  the  Federal 
Constitution;  also  two  petitions  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
said  county  for  a  cession  of  district  to  Congress  for  exclusive 
jurisdiction;  which  said  petitions  were  delivered  to  him  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  said  petitions  were  severally  read.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Sundry  amendments  being  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  calling  a  State  Con- 
vention, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Cook  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  amendments  offered  by  Council  to  the  resolutions  for  calling 
a  State  Convention. 

Mr.  Robinson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted,  and  he 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entided  "An  act  for  altering  the 
place  of  election  for  the  County  of  Sussex  for  the  present  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven ;"  which  was  read, 
with  two  petitions  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Sussex  County,  on 
which  the  said  bill  is  founded. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  a  new  election  be  had  in  the  County  of  Sussex  of  a 
member  for  this  House,  in  the  place  of  Simon  Kollock,  Esq., 
who  was  declared  not  duly  elected  by  the  resolve  of  Saturday 
last,  and  that  the  Speaker  issue  a  writ  accordingly. 

By  special  order,  the  last  mentioned  bill  was  read  a  second 
time  and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Mr.  Grantham,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  he 
delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution  of  that  House: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Friday,  P.  M.,  Nov.  9th,  1787. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Grantham  wait  upon  the  Council  and  pro- 
pose to  that  honorable  House  that  both  Houses  of  the  General 
Assembly  meet,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  to-morrow,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  bal- 
loted for  as  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next 

JAMES  BOOTH,  CV  k  of  Assembly. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 
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The  said  resolution  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  the  said  resolution,  as  acted  upon  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Cook  reported  the  delivery  of  the  said  resolution  according 
to  order. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  &c. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  November  10th,  1787. 

The  Council  met,  &c. 

Mr.  Vining,  a  member  of  Assembly,  being  admitted,  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  for  calling  a  State  Convention,  with 
the  several  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded 
to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  which  said  resolutions,  as  amended 
and  agreed  to  by  both  Houses,  are  as  follows: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 
Friday,  P.  M.,  November  9th,  1787. 

Whereas  the  Convention  of  Deputies  from  the  United  States, 
lately  assembled  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  have  proposed  a 
Constitution  for  the  said  States,  to  be  submitted  to  a  Convention 
of  Delegates  chosen  in  each  State  by  the  people  thereof,  under 
the  recommendation  of  its  Legislature,  for  their  assent  and  ratifi- 
cation; and  that  each  Convention  assenting  to,  and  ratifying  the 
same,  should  give  notice  thereof  to  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled; 

And  whereas  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have 
unanimously  resolved  that  the  said  Constitution,  with  the  resolu- 
tions and  letter  accompanying  the  same,  be  transmitted  to  the 
several  Legislatures,  in  order  to  be  submitted  to  a  Convention  of 
Delegates  chosen  in  each  State  by  the  people  thereof,  in  conform- 
ity to  the  resolves  of  the  Convention  made  and  provided  in  that 
case; 
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And  whereas  it  is  the  sense  and  desire  of  great  numbers  of 
the  good  people  of  this  State,  signified  in  petitions  to  this  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  that  speedy  measures  should  be  adopted  to 
assemble  a  Convention  within  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  deli- 
berating and  determining  on  the  said  Constitution; 

Resolved,  i.  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the 
freemen  and  inhabitants  of  this  State,  who  are  qualified  by  law 
to  vote  for  Representatives  to  the  General  Assembly,  that  they 
choose  suitable  persons  to  serve  as  Delegates  in  a  State  Conven- 
tion for  the  purpose  herein  before  mentioned,  that  is,  for  the 
three  Counties  tne  same  number  of  Delegates  that  each  is  entit- 
led to  of  Representatives  in  the  General  Assembly,  to  wit:  ten 
for  the  County  of  New  Castle;  ten  for  the  County  of  Kent;  and 
ten  for  the  County  of  Sussex. 

2.  That  the  elections  for  Delegates  aforesaid,  in  the  respective 
Counties  of  this  State,  be  held  on  Monday  the  26th  day  of  this 
instant  November,  at  the  same  places  where  the  general  elections 
for  Representatives  to  the  General  Assembly  are  or  may  be  by 
law  appointed  to  be  held;  and  that  the  same  be  conducted  by  the 
officers  who  conduct  the  said  election  of  Representatives,  and 
agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  thereof;  and  that  the  per- 
sons so  elected  to  serve  in  Convention,  meet  at  the  Town  of 
Dover  on  the  Monday  following. 

3.  That  the  Delegates  who  attend  the  said  Convention  be 
entitled  to  the  same  allowance  per  diem  as  Representatives  to  the 
General  Assembly  are  entitled  to  receive  for  their  attendance; 
which  said  allowance  shall  be  paid  by  the  State  Treasurer,  upon 
receiving  an  order  for  the  same,  signed  by  the  President  of  this 
State. 

4.  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  transmit  to  the 
Convention  aforesaid,  when  met,  an  authentic  copy  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  aforesaid. 

5.  That  the  proposition  submitted  to  the  General  Assembly, 
by  petition  from  divers  of  the  freemen  resident  in  the  upper  part 
of  this  State,  of  ceding  to  the  United  States  a  district  within  the 
State  for  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  the  exclusive  legislation  of  Congress,  be  and  hereby  is  re- 
commended to  the  particular  consideration  of  the  Convention. 

6.  That  for  the  information  of  the  citizens  of  this  State  the 
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Clerk  of  this  House  cause  the  aforesaid  resolutions  to  be  publish- 
ed in  the  Delaware  Gazette,  and  procure  one  hundred  copies  to 
be  printed,  and  transmitted  to  the  Sheriffs  of  the  several  Coun- 
ties, to  be  by  them  fixed  up  at  the  most  public  places  in  their 
Counties  respectively. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

JEHU  DAVIS,  Speaker. 
Sent  for  concurrence. 

In  Council,  Saturday,  A.  M.,  November  10th,  1787,  read  and 
concurred  in. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Council, 

THOMAS  McDONOUGH,  Speaker, 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  place  of  election  for 
the  County  of  Sussex  for  the  present  vear,  1787,"  was  read  the 
third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed  the  House. 

On  the  question  being  put  on  the  said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  required  by  Mr.  Tilton,  and  they  are  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Laws,  Mr.  Baning. 

Nay — Mr.  Tilton. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  petition  which  accompa- 
nied the  same,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered^  That  the  resolutions  for  calling  a  State  Convention, 
with  the  several  petitions  in  favor  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  the  petitions  for  the  cession  of  a  district  to  Congress  for  ex- 
clusive legislation,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  ordinance  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  7th  of  May  last,  for  settling  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  individual  States,  to  report  what  might  be 
necessary  to  be  done  thereon  on  the  part  of  this  State,  now  made 
their  report;  which  was  read. 
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The  said  report  was  read  a  second  time  and  agreed  to,  as 
follows: 

Whereas  Eleazar  McCotnb,  Esq.,  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
for  this  State,  on  the  24th  June,  1786,  was  elected  by  the  General 
Assembly  the  Commissioner  to  complete  a  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  this  State  with  the  United  States;  and  some  doubts 
have  been  made  by  Mr.  McComb,  whether  the  said  appointment 
continues,  so  as  to  authorize  him  to  proceed  in  the  said  business 
with  the  Commissioner,  or  his  deputy,  appointed  under  the  or- 
dinance of  Congress,  of  the  7th  May  last,  for  settling  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  individual  States  for  the  district 
of  which  this  State  forms  a  part;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assembly,  that 
the  appointment  made  of  tne  said  Eleazar  McComb  as  aforesaid 
doth  still  continue;  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
use  all  due  diligence  in  collecting  and  stating  such  accounts 
of  this  State  as  come  within  the  description  of  the  accounts  and 
claims  of  individual  States  against  the  United  States,  as  enumer- 
ated in  the  ordinance  aforesaid;  and  to  procure  sufficient  or  the 
best  attainable  vouchers  to  support  the  accounts  and  claims  of 
this  State  against  the  United  States;  and  for  this  end  he  is 
hereby  impowered  to  call  for  books  and  papers  relating  to  the 
same,  which  have  come  to  the  hands  or  possession  of  any  person 
in  public  office  or  appointment,  or  after  into  the  possession  of 
others  by  means  thereof,  giving  descriptive  acknowledgments 
thereof  to  the  person  from  whom  they  may  be  received;  and 
finally  to  transact  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  District  all  the 
necessary  business  relative  to  this  important  object. 

2.  That  in  case  of  the  death,  inability,  or  refusal  to  act,  of  the 
said  Eleazar  McComb,  as  State  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly  that  his  Excellency  the 
President,  in  their  recess,  appoint  some  other  suitable  person  to 
act  as  State  Commissioner  in  the  business  aforesaid. 

3.  That  Mr.  McComb,  as  Auditor  of  this  State,  do  forthwith 
call  to  account  all  persons  who  have  been  in  any  ways  intrusted 
with  any  public  monies  belonging  to  the  State,  or  wherewith  the 
State  may  be  chargeable,  or  who  may  have  been  appointed  or 
employed  on  behalf  of  the  State,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  collecting 
or  receiving  of  supplies  intended  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  Auditor,  in  his  character  of  State  Commissioner  as  afore- 
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said,  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  make  the  exhibits  on  the  part 
of  this  State  against  the  United  States,  within  the  time  limited 
by  the  ordinance  of  Congress  aforesaid;  and  in  case  of  refusal 
or  neglect  so  to  account,  that  the  Auditor,  without  delay,  there- 
after  cause  process  to  be  issued  against  every  such  delinquent,  as 
in  and  by  the  act  for  the  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of 
this  State  it  is  prescribed. 

4.  That  Mr.  McComb  ought  to  have  an  allowance  adequate  to 
his  services  as  State  Commissioner,  and  that  this  General  As- 
sembly, at  their  future  meeting,  will  make  provision  therefor;  or 
in  case  of  other  appointment  as  aforesaid  in  like  manner  for  such 
appointee. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolutions  be  transcribed  and  sent  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter 
and  supply  certain  parts  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  raising 
,£10,500  for  the  service  of  the  year  1787/  and  to  repeal  an  act 
for  appropriating  the  sum  of  ,£10,500,  and  for  other  appropria- 
tion thereof,  and  other  purposes,'  M  with  a  petition  and  three 
memorials  from  sundry  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Castle  County, 
praying  a  repeal  of  the  appropriation  act;  which  said  papers  were 
delivered  to  him  by  a  member  of  Assembly  after  the  adjournment 
of  Council;  which  said  bill  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  of  the  27th  of  January  last,  on  page  28  of 
the  printed  minutes,  that  large  sums  have  been  advanced  by  this 
State  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  amounting  to  more  than 
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ten  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  which  this  State  ought  to 
have  had  a  credit  for  with  tne  United  States,  on  former  specie 
requisitions  of  Congress,  and  to  which  sum  further  additions,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Auditor,  may  now  be  made;  and  as  great  de- 
lay hath  happened  with  respect  to  the  obtaining  those  credits;  it 
is  therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  his  Excellency  the  Pre- 
sident that  he  take  effectual  order  to  have  the  business  aforesaid 
performed  as  soon  as  reasonably  may  be,  and  that  he  appoint 
some  suitable  person  to  collect  all  vouchers  relative  to,  or  neces- 
sary for,  the  same;  and  to  personally  solicit  such  a  credit  at  the 
Board  of  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  other  public  office 
connected  therewith,  at  the  expense  of  the  State;  and  for  this 
end  the  President  may  draw  his  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  for 
such  sum,  in  advance,  for  this  service,  as  he  may  judge  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  transcribed,  and  sent  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Council  and  the  House 
of  Assembly  met,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  proceeded  to 
the  nomination  of  persons  as  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in 
Congress. 

But  it  was  previously 

Resolved,  That  three  persons  be  elected  as  Delegates  from  this 
State  to  Congress,  &c. 

The  following  persons  were  then  put  in  nomination,  to  wit: 
Major  John  Patten,  Isaac  Grantham,  Esq.,  Dyre  Kearny,  Esq., 
Nathaniel  Mitchell,  Esq.,  and  Thomas  Rodney,  Esq. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated  for  the  space  of  fifteen  minutes. 

The  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly  now  met,  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  and  proceeded,  by  joint  ballot,  to  the  election 
of  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  America  until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next,  and 
the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  Dyre  Kearny.  Nathaniel 
Mitchell,  and  Thomas  Rodney,  Esquires,  were  declared  to  be 
duly  elected. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated. 
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By  special  order,  the  bill  to  alter  and  supply  certain  parts  of 
the  act  for  raising  ten  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  <xc,  was 
read  a  second  time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  the  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed 
the  House. 

On  the  question  for  passing  the  same  being  put,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Tilton,  and  they  are  as  follows: 

Yeas— Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Laws,  Mr.  Polk. 

Nays — Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Baning. 

So  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Raymond,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  he 
returned  the  resolutions  of  Council  continuing  the  powers  of 
Eleazer  McComb,  Esq.,  as  State  Commissioner,  and  the  resolu- 
tion for  the  President  to  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  collect 
vouchers,  &c,  both  concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  .House  make  out  two  copies 
of  the  first  resolutions,  one  to  be  delivered  to  the  President,  and 
the  other  to  the  Auditor;  also  one  copy  of  the  last  mentioned 
resolution  for  the  President. 

Then  the  Council  allowed  the  following  accounts  for  the  attend- 
ance of  the  members  and  for  public  service  rendered  to  the  State: 

To  the  Hon.  Thomas  McDonough,  Esq.,  Speaker, 

for  21  days'  attendance  and  for  mileage,  .    .    .  £   19  18  o 

To  George  Read,  Esq.,  for  19  do.  do., 12  18  o 

To  Tames  Tilton,  Esq.,  for  17  do., 10    40 

To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  for  18  do., 10  16  o 

To  John  Cook,  Esq.,  for  20  do.  do., 12    8  o 

To  Daniel  Polk,  Esq.,  for  21  do.  do., 13  18  o 

To  Alexander  Laws,  Esq.,  for  21  do.  do.,  ...    .  13  14  8 

To  James  Sykes,  Esq. ,  Clerk,  for  23  do.,    ....  14    7  6 
To  James  Sykes,  Esq. ,  for  transcribing  the  minutes, 

&c,  &c, 37  14  4J4 

To  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Battell,  for  the  use  of  a  room, 

&c, 13  10  o 

To  Benjamin  Crooks,  Sergeant-at-  Arms,   ....  8  17  o 

£168    56^ 
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Resolved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer,  and 
signed  by  the  Speaker,  for  the  payment  of  the  several  sums 
aforesaid. 

Whereupon  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  transcribe  the  Minutes 
of  the  Council  of  the  session  of  August  last,  and  of  the  present 
session,  November,  and  that  Messrs.  Tilton  and  Cook  revise  die 
said  transcribed  minutes  and  superintend  the  printing  of  two 
hundred  copies  of  the  same. 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted, 
and  he  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  for  affix- 
ing the  Great  Seal  to  the  several  laws  passed  this  session  of  die 
General  Assembly;  which  was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  Nov.  10th  1787. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  affix  the 
Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws: 

1.  "An  act  for  vesting  the  powers  heretofore  given  to  three 
Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  in 
the  respective  Counties  of  this  State  in  a  less  number;" 

2.  "An  act  granting  to  Oliver  Evans,  for  a  term  of  years,  the 
sole  and  exclusive  right  of  making  and  selling  within  this  State 
the  machines  herein  described;" 

3.  "An  act  for  altering  the  place  of  election  for  the  County  of 
Sussex  for  the  present  year,  1787;" 

4.  "An  act  to  alter  and  supply  certain  parts  of  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  for  raising  ,£10,500  for  the  service  of  the  year  1787,'  and 
to  repeal  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  appropriating  the  sum  of 
,£  10, 500/  and  for  other  appropriation  thereof,  and  other  pur- 
poses.' " 

Sent  for  concurrence.  ■ 

JAS.  BOOTH,  Cl'k  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  concur  in  the  said  resolution. 
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The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bills  above 
mentioned  engrossed,  in  order  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  sign  the  aforesaid  engrossed  bilk; 
which  was  done  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bills,  with  the  resolution  for  affixing 
the  Great  Seal,  as  concurred  in  by  this  House,  be  returned  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Laws; 

Who  reported,  &c. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  time  and  place  specified  in  the 
act,  passed  this  present  session,  for  altering  the  place  of  election 
for  the  County  of  Sussex  for  the  present  year,  be  inserted  in  the 
writ  ordered  on  Friday  last  for  a  new  election  in  that  county. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Assembly  delivered  to  the  Council 
a  written  notice,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, that  the  House  of  Assembly  had  this  day  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day, the  seventh  day  of  January  next. 

The  Council  then  adjourned  to  the  same  day. 


<37 
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MEMBERS'   NAMES. 


FOR  NEW  CASTLE  COUNTY : 
George  Read,   Nicholas  Vandyke,   Thomas  McDonough. 

FOR  KENT  COUNTY : 
James  Tilton,  John  Baning,  John  Cook. 

FOR  SUSSEX  COUNTY : 
Daniel  Polk,  Alexander  Laws,  Isaac  Horsey. 
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VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  JANUARY,  1788. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  by  adjournment,  at  Dover,  Janu- 
ary 7th,  1788,  a  sufficient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met 
to  form  a  quorum,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Friday, 
the  18th  of  the  same  month,  when  there  appeared  as  follows: 

Far  New  Castle  County — Thomas  McDonough,  Esq.,  Speaker, 
George  Read. 

For  Kent  County — James  Tilton,  John  Baning,  Jno.  Cook. 

For  Sussex  County — Daniel  Polk,  Alexander  Laws. 

It  appears  by  the  returns  of  the  officers  of  the  County  of 
Sussex,  appointed  by  law  to  be  Judges  of  Elections,  that  on  the 
26th  of  November  last,  at  the  house  of  Rob.  Griffith,  at  Deep 
Creek  Furnace,  usually  called  Vaughn's  Furnace,  in  Nanticoke 
Hundred,  that  Isaac  Horsey,  of  the  said  county,  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  said  county  as  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Delaware  State  for  three  years  next  ensuing  the  said  elec- 
tion. 

James  Sykes,  Esquire,  Clerk  of  this  House,  having  resigned, 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Clerk,  when  John  Ed- 
munds Clayton  was  unanimously  chosen ;  who  then  took  the 
oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  subscribed  the  declara- 
tion of  faith  therein  required,  and  also  took  and  subscribed  the 
oath  of  office.     {See  note  on  page  //.] 
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Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  petition,  signed  by  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Sussex  County,  delivered  him  by  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  at 
the  time  aforesaid,  together  with  a  list  of  witnesses  for  the  peti- 
tioners, and  praying  that  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  truth 
of  the  facts  stated  therein,  and  that  they  might  be  heard  by 
Council. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  same  be  read;  which  was  done 
accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members,  except  Mr.  Tilton. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  from  James  Adams,  of 
Wilmington,  printer,  of  the  10th  instant,  praying  the  House  that 
they  would  favor  him  with  the  printing  of  the  business  of  their 
House,  and  containing  an  account  for  printing  200  copies  of  the 
votes  and  proceedings  of  their  House  from  a  session  in  October, 
1783,  to  their  session  in  May,  1787,  both  included,  making  fifty- 
five  sheets,  at  28s.  a  sheet,  and  for  conveying  the  Kent  and 
Sussex  numbers  of  those  copies  to  Dover. 

The  same  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Auditor. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  petition  from  Sussex  County, 
complaining  of  an  undue  election,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Whereupon  it  is  ordered, 

That  it  be  notified  to  such  of  the  petitioners  as  may  be  in  the 
Town  of  Dover,  that  the  Council  will  be  ready,  to-morrow,  at 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  go  into  an  inquiry  of  the  facts 
set  forth  in  their  petition  complaining  of  an  undue  election  in 
Sussex  County,  on  the  26th  of  November  last,  for  a  member  of 
this  House,  and  that  they  may  be  heard  by  one  gentleman  of  the 
law,  as  their  counsel,  on  this  business. 
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Ordered  also, 

That  Peter  Fretwell  Wright,  High  Sheriff  of  Sussex  County, 
and  now  in  attendance  in  the  Town  of  Dover  under  the  order  of 
the  House  of  Assembly,  be  notified  to  attend  the  Council  at  the 
time  aforesaid,  for  examination  respecting  the  said  election,  and 
that  the  foregoing  orders  be  transcribed  by  the  Clerk,  to  wit: 
two  copies,  one  to  be  served  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  on  such 
of  the  petitioners  aforesaid  as  may  be  in  Dover,  returning  the 
names  of  the  persons  served  therewith  to  this  House  at  the  time 
aforesaid,  and  the  other  on  the  High  Sheriff  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  January  19th,  1788. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  doors  of  this  House  be  set  open 
during  the  inquiry  into  the  validity  of  the  Sussex  election. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  reported  that  he  had  notified,  agreeable 
to  the  orders  of  yesterday,  Peter  F.  Wright,  the  High  Sheriff  of 
Sussex  County,  and  such  of  the  petitioners  as  were  m  the  Town 
of  Dover,  viz:  William  Clayton  Mitchell,  Simon  Kollock,  Isaac 
Atkinson,  Nathaniel  Waples,  William  Peery,  and  David  Hall. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment     Present  the  same 
members,  and  Mr.  Tilton. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  Sheriff  of  Sussex  County  be 
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again  notified  to  attend  this  House  to  be  examined  concerning 
the  Sussex  election,  who  appeared  in  the  House. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  petition  from  Sussex  County, 
complaining  of  an  undue  election,  be  read  by  the  Clerk  to  him; 
which  was  done  accordingly. 

Council  then  went  into  the  examination  of  Peter  F.  Wright, 
Sheriff  of  Sussex  County,  concerning  the  late  election,  and  after 
some  time,  on  motion,  he  obtained  leave  to  withdraw. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  January  21st,  1788,  A.  M. 
Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Doorkeeper  informed  the  Speaker  that  Joseph  Miller, 
Esq.,  as  Counsel  for  the  petitioners  complaining  of  the  undue 
election,  then  was  in  waiting  and  desired  to  be  admitted  before 
the  Council. 

Whereupon  he  was  admitted,  and  made  his  apology  for  not 
attending  sooner  upon  the  business  aforesaid.  And  he  informed 
the  House  that  such  of  the  petitioners  as  had  been  attendant  on 
the  like  complaint  made  to  trie  House  of  Assembly,  and  also  die 
witnesses  produced  to  and  examined  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 
were  gone  to  their  respective  places  of  residence;  that  the  exami- 
nations had  before  the  House  of  Assembly,  as  well  of  the  witnesses 
in  the  petitioners  list  as  others,  were  before  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly on  oath  and  reduced  to  writing  there,  and  probably  did  con- 
tain sufficient  information  for  the  Council  to  proceed  into  the 
inquiry  of  the  facts  alleged  by  the  petitioners  in  their  complaint, 
and  that,  as  their  counsel,  he  prayed  that  the  depositions  so  taken 
might  be  admitted  in  evidence  before  this  House. 

And  then  the  House  took  into  consideration  the  proposition 
made  by  Mr.  Miller  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  Mr.  Horsey, 
the  returned  member  for  Sussex  County  being  present,  and 
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thereupon  recommended  it  to  Mr.  Miller  to  reduce  his  proposi- 
tion in  writing,  and  present  the  same  at  the  meeting  of  the  House 
in  the  afternoon,  when  it  was  also  recommended  to  the  returned 
member  to  declare  his  sense  thereof  in  writing. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment 

Mr.  Miller,  counsel  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  presented  to 
the  Chair  the  following  petition,  viz: 

To  the  honorable  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Delaware  State  : 

The  subscriber  respectfully  represents,  that  as  the  witnesses 
summoned  by  the  honorable  Assembly  to  give  evidence  on  the 
controverted  election  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  agreeably  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  now  before  the  honorable  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, have  returned  home,  and  as  the  testimony  of  those  witnesses 
has  been  taken  in  writing  by  the  other  honorable  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  the  subscriber,  in  order  to  avoid  expense  and  delay, 
prays,  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners,  whom  he  represents  as  their 
counsel,  that  the  depositions  of  the  said  witnesses,  as  taken  by 
the  honorable  Assembly,  may  be  received  by  your  honorable 
House  as  legal  evidence  concerning  the  election  now  in  dispute. 

JOSEPH  MILLER, 
Dover,  21st  Jan.,  1788.  Counsel  for  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  Isaac  Horsey,  the  returned  member  for  Sussex  County, 
also  presented  to  the  Chair  the  following  declaration,  viz: 

I,  Isaac  Horsey,  a  returned  member  for  the  County  of  Sussex 
to  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Delaware  State,  chosen  and 
elected  on  the  26th  of  Nov.  last,  which  election  is  now  contro- 
verted, do,  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  determination  of  the 
legality  of  the  said  election,  hereby  agree  that  the  depositions 
lately  taken  before  the  honorable  House  of  Assembly  of  this 
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State,  touching  the  legality  of  the  said  election,  may  be  read  and 
taken  as  evidence  in  this  House  so  far  forth  as  may  tend  to  prove 
either  the  legality  or  illegality  of  said  election. 

Witness  my  hand  this  21st  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini, 
1788.  •  ISAAC  HORSEY. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  this  House,  agreeable  to  the  above  prayer  of 
Mr.  Miller,  counsel  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  and  the  decla- 
ration of  Isaac  Horsey,  returned  member,  will  receive  the  depo- 
sitions of  the  said  witnesses,  as  taken  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 
in  evidence  as  to  the  election  now  in  dispute. 

It  was  then  represented  by  Mr.  Miller,  counsel  on  the  part  of 
the  petitioners,  that  the  House  of  Assembly,  not  having  yet  acted 
upon  the  testimony  contained  in  the  depositions  taken  before 
them  on  the  contested  election  for  Sussex  County,  he  could  not, 
as  yet,  with  propriety,  apply  to  that  House  for  a  transmission  of 
those  depositions  to  Council,  but  that  he  was  informed  the  busi- 
ness of  considering  and  deciding  thereon  would  be  speedily  taken 
up  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  that  he  should  immediately 
after  make  the  application  for  such  transmission. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  January  22d,  1788. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same 
members,  except  Mr.  Cook. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  table  a  message  from  the  President 
to  the  Creneral  Assembly,  delivered  to  him  by  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  accompanied  with  letters  and  papers  therein 
referred  to;  which  said  message  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly : 

Since  my  last  message  to  you  the  following  dispatches  have 
come  to  my  hand: 
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A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  of  the  18th  of  October 
last,  with  its  inclosures ;  another  from  the  Board  of  Treasury, 
circular,  of  the  8th  of  November,  with  its  inclosures ;  and  two 
others  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  one  of  November  14,  the 
other  of  December  27,  with  their  inclosures.  All  of  which  I 
have  requested  your  Clerk  to  lay  before  your  honors,  for  your 
consideration.  THOMAS  COLLIN'S. 

January  21,  1788. 

All  which  letters  and  papers  were  read,  except  the  letter  from 
the  Board  of  Treasury  il  Circular,' '  of  the  8th  of  November  last, 
with  its  inclosures,  which  do  not  appear  among  the  said  letters 
and  papers  referred  to  in  the  said  message. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  January  23,  1788. 

Council  met     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  petitions  from  Sussex  County, 
signed  by  four  hundred  and  five  petitioners,  complaining  of  an 
undue  election  in  said  county,  and  the  depositions  of  the  wit- 
nesses examined  and  taken,  in  writing,  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, together  with  the  list  of  voters  and  polls,  or  tallies, 
concerning  the  same,  for  the  consideration  of  this  House. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Vandyke  appeared  in  the  House  and  took  his  seat 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  a  verbal  message  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  rep- 
resenting that  the  Council  are  informed  that  the  declaration  of 
Rhoads  Shankland,  Esq.,  a  returned  member  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  at  the  late  contested  election  for  Sussex  County,  was 
received  in  that  House,  of  a  fact  stated  in  the  petition  against  the 
said  election,  to  wit:  "That  the  said  Rhoads  Shankland  was 
seen,  on  the  Sunday  preceding  the  said  election,  at  the  head  of  a 
party,  armed  with  muskets,  going  toward  the  place  of  election;" 
and  the  same  declaration  not  appearing  among  the  written  testi- 
mony laid  before  the  Council  respecting  the  said  election,  and 
requesting  that  the  honorable  House  of  Assembly  will  have  that 
declaration  reduced  to  writing  and  transmit  the  same  to  this 
House  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be. 


Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  January  24,  1788. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment     Absent,  Mr.  Tilton. 

Mr.  Vining,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  message, 
viz: 

A  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Legisla- 
tive Council. 
Gentlemen: 

The  House  of  Assembly  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Legislative 
Council  that  the  declaration  of  Rhoads  Shankland,  Esquire, 
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amounted  in  substance  to  the  following  information,  viz:  "That 
the  said  Rhoads  Shankland,  as  the  distance  from  his  house  to  the 
place  of  holding  the  late  election  was  considerable,  went  part  of 
the  way  on  Sunday  evening,  on  which  evening  he  was  overtaken 
by  three  men  armed  with  muskets,  with  whom  he  rode  some  dis- 
tance, after  which  they  separated." 

The  House  now  went  into  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
from  Sussex  County  respecting  the  contested  election,  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  on  motion,  the  same  was  postponed 
until  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment,  and,  agreeable  to 
order,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petitions  from  Sussex 
County,  together  with  the  testimony  transmitted  from  the  House 
of  Assembly  respecting  the  same. 

On  motion,  "Shall  Council  postpone  the  business  of  the  Sussex 
election  until  to-morrow  morning?"     Passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  that  the  petition  from  Sussex  County,  complaining 
of  an  undue  election  there,  on  the  26th  of  November  last,  of  a 
member  to  represent  that  county  in  this  House,  be  dismissed, 
and  that  the  return  made  of  the  election  of  Isaac  Horsey  as  a 
member  of  this  House,  to  represent  that  county,  be  confirmed; 
and  thereupon 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  said  petition  be  dismissed, 
and  that  the  said  return  be  confirmed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  January  25th,  1788. 
Council  met  according  to  adjournment.     Absent,  Mr.  Barring. 

Isaac  Horsey,  the  returned  member  for  Sussex  County,  now 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  subscribed  the  declaration  of 
faith  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  State.     [See  note  on  page  10  J] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  repealing  all  such  acts  or  parts  of  acts  as  are 
repugnant  to  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
his  Britannic  Majesty, 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  the  said  bill  were  Mr. 
Read,  Mr.  Vandyke,  and  Mr.  Horsey. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
President's  Message  of  the  21st  of  January,  together  with  the 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  of  the  18th  of  October, 
and  its  inclosures,  and  one  set  of  the  letters  and  resolutions  from 
the  President  of  Virginia,  of  the  14th  of  November,  and  the  letter 
of  the  27th  of  December,  with  one  copy  of  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  that  State  therein  inclosed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  repealing  all 
such  acts  or  parts  of  acts  as  are  repugnant  to -the  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  United  States  and  his  Britannic  Majesty,  now  pre- 
sented a  draught  thereof  on  the  table;  which,  by  order,  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  incor- 
porating the  Physicians  of  this  State,"  which  had  been  delivered 
to  him  by  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  The  said  bill 
was  read. 
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Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  repealing  all  such  acts  or  parts  of  acts  as  are  re- 
pugnant to  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  was,  by  special  order,  read  a  second  time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Horsey  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  aforesaid  bill,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  agreeable 
to  order. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  January  26th,  1788. 

Council  met  agreeable  to  adjournment.  Mr.  Baning  now  ap- 
peared in  the  House. 

Mr.  Massey,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admittea  and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  memorial  of  Joshua 
Clayton,  Esquire,  together  with  a  report  of  a  committee  of  that 
House  respecting  the  same;  which,  upon  motion,  were  read  the 
first  time. 

The  bill  empowering  the  Board  established  by  Congress  to 
liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and 
individual  States,  having  been  read  in  Council  the  2d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1787,  was  now  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  that  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three 
to  report  thereon,  the  members  appointed  were  Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Read,  and  Mr.  Baning. 

Council  now  went  into  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Govern- 
ment/'  which  was  read  the  first  time  in  Council  on  the  6th  of 
November  last,  and  the  same  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council-  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was 
admitted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  continuing  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  Wil- 
mington Lottery." 

The  same  member  also  returned  the  bill  for  repealing  all  acts 
or  parts  of  acts  repugnant  to  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
United  States  and  his  Britannic  Majesty,  concurred  in  by  that 
House. 

Whereupon  ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  for  continuing  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Wilmington  Lottery,' '  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Read  presented  to  the  Ghair  a  petition  of  William  Brown, 
praying  an  appointment  of  Judges  of  Appeals;  which  was  read 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  continuing  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  Wilmington  Lottery,"  was,  by 
special  order,  read  a  second  time  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  said  bill,  concurred  in  by  Council. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  January  28,  1788. 
Council  met  according  to  adjournment 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment 

The  House  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Govern- 
ment/' and  the  same  was  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  fo  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  January  29,  1788. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  table  a  petition  of  Sarah  Tully,  for 
appointing  Commissioners  for  the  Town  of  Dover,  a  report  of  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereupon,  and  a  bill  ap- 
pointing Commissioners  for  the  town  aforesaid,  &c,  which  were 
delivered  him  by  a  member  of  that  House. 

The  said  papers  were  severally  read.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Hazzard,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  three  petitions  from 
sundry  owners  of  marshes  on  St.  Georges  Creek,  together  with 
a  report  of  two  of  a  committee  appointed  to  view  said  marsh; 
also  a  bill  entitled  "A  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled 
•An  act  for  stopping  St.  Georges  Creek  and  for  embanking  and 
draining  a  quantity  of  marsh  and  cripple  on  both  sides  the  said 
creek,  being  deemed  about  three  thousand  acres,  situate  in  Red 
Lion  and  St.  Georges  Hundreds  and  County  of  New  Castle,  and 
for  keeping  the  dykes  and  drains  belonging  to  the  same  in  good 
order  and  repair,  and  a  letter  from  William  Hall  to  Henry  W. 
Pearce,  accompanying  the  same. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  papers  were  severally  read. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
Board  established  by  Congress  for  liquidating  public  accounts 
and  call  before  them  witnesses,  &c,  now  report,  that  they  ap- 
prehend such  provision  as  was  intended  by  the  said  bill  to  be 
made  is  rendered  unnecessary  by  an  alteration  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  board  aforesaid  and  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  the  13th 
of  October,  1786,  by  their  subsequent  act  of  May  last 

Which  report  beine  read  and  approved,  the  bill  aforesaid  is 
disagreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  returned  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  entry  of  the  report  and 
proceeding  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  the  said  bill,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  thereon, 
and  a  letter,  of  the  16th  of  October,  1786,  from  the  Secretary  of 
Congress,  No.  5,  and  its  inclosure,  No.  5. 

Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  repealing 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;"  whereupon,  on  motion,  ordered  that  the  said  bill  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  viz:  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Read, 
and  Mr.  Polk,  to  report  thereon. 

The  memorial  of  Joshua  Clayton,  Esquire,  and  the  report  of 
a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereupon,  was,  by 
order,  read  a  second  time;  and  the  question  being  put,  "  Do  this 
House  agree  to  the  said  report  ?"  the  House  was  divided,  and 
Mr.  Speaker  gave  his  voice  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  said  memorial,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  there- 
upon. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Wednesday,  A,  M.,  January  30,  1788. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment 

Mr.  Laws  reported  the  delivery  of  the  last  mentioned  papers  to 
the  House  of  Assembly,  agreeable  to  order. 

Adjourned  Jo  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  entitled  "An  additional  supple- 
mentary act  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  stopping  St.  Georges 
Creek  and  for  embanking  and  draining  a  quantity  of  marsh  and 
cripple  on  both  sides  of  the  said  creek,  &c.,'  "  was  read  a  second 
time. 

On  motion,  that  Mr.  Henry  W.  Pearce,  one  of  the  principal 
owners  of  the  marsh  aforesaid,  be  admitted  before  this  House  to 
give  information  respecting  the  circumstances  of  the  marsh  and 
cripple  on  the  said  St  Georges  Creek,  the  same  was  granted. 

Council  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  said  bill, 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  same  was  deferred  until 
to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  January  31st,  1788. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment.  Mr.  Tilton  now  ap- 
peared in  the  House. 

Mr.  Massey,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  paper,  No.  1,  pur- 
porting to  be  proposals,  by  George  Read,  to  the  honorable  com- 
mittee of  that  House,  as  to  a  revision  of  the  Acts  of  Assembly 
of  this  State  for  the  purpose  of  reprinting  the  same,  and  a  resolu- 
tion of  that  House  accepting  and  agreeing  to  the  said  proposals. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday,  Council  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  entitled  "An  additional  supplementary  act 
to  an  act  entided  'An  act  for  stopping  St  Georges  Creek,  &c;'  " 
which,  by  order,  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  and  an 
amendment  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  last  mentioned 
bill  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  said  bill,  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  by  Mr.  Laws,  for  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Laws  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  paper,  No.  1,  purporting  to  be  proposals  by  George  Read, 
Esq.,  for  revising  die  Laws  o?  this  State,  and  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  were  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Cannon,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution: 
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In  the  House  of  Assembly,  P.  M.,  Jan.  31,  1788. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Cannon  wait  on  the  Council,  and  propose 
to  that  honorable  body  that  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly meet,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  to-morrow  morning  at  twelve 
o'clock,  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for  to  fill 
the  vacancies  of  Justices  for  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans'  Courts  for  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and  Kent 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

Sent  for  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly. 

The  same  member  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that 
House  for  adjourning  on  Saturday  next  to  some  future  day,  and 
returned  also  the  bill  entitled  "A  supplementary  act  to  an  act  en- 
titled 'An  act  for  stopping  St  Geotjjes  Creek,  &c.,'  "  and  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Council  acceded  to  by  that  House. 

The  said  resolution  was  read. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Council  concur  in  the  above  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  putting  in  nomination  persons  to  be 
balloted  for  to  supply  the  vacancies  of  Justices  in  the  Courts  of 
Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  for  the  Counties  of  New 
Castle  and  Kent. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, by  Mr.  Polk,  as  concurred  in  by  this  House. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  February  1,  1788. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Shankland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  Auditor's 
Report  of  the  6th  of  November,  1787,  and  a  report  of  a  corn- 
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mittee  of  that  House  respecting  the  revising  and  reprinting  the 
Laws  of  this  State,  which  had  been  omitted  amongst  the  papers 
sent  to  Council  yesterday  afternoon  respecting  the  same;  which 
said  papers  were,  by  order,  severally  read. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor's  Report  aforesaid  be  concurred 
in. 

Mr.  Robinson,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  being 
admitted,  presented  to  the  Chair  a  petition  of  William  Brown  for 
the  institution  of  a  Court  of  Appeals,  a  report  of  a  committee  of 
that  House  thereupon,  and  a  bill  for  establishing  a  Court  of 
Appeals. 

The  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly  met,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  and  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  persons  out  of 
whom  Justices  shall  be  elected,  by  ballot,  to  fill  the  vacancies  in 
the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans1  Courts  for  the  Coun- 
ties of  New  Castle  and  Kent,  as  follows: 

For  New  Castle  County — Thomas  McDonough,  Esq.,  Thomas 
Robinson,  Esq. 

For  Kent  County — John  Clayton,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  be  desired  to 
notify  his  Excellency,  the  President,  by  letter,  of  the  aforesaid 
nominations,  and  to  request  his  attendance,  at  one  o'clock  in  die 
afternoon  of  to-morrow,  to  ballot  for  Justices  to  fill  the  vacancies 
aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  both  Houses  now  separate,  and  that  thev  meet 
again  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  ballot  for 
Justices  to  fill  the  vacancies  aforesaid. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated,  and  Council  adjourned  to  3 
o'clock. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Massey,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  suspending  the 
operation  of  an  act  respecting  the  estate  of  John  Vining,  Esq., 
deceased. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tilton  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  Auditor's  Report  of  the  6th  of  November,  1787,  con- 
curred in  by  this  House. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  memorial  of  William  Brown,  and  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  together  with  the  bill 
for  establishing  a  Court  of  Appeals  for  this  State,  were  severally 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  suspending  the  operation  of  an  act  respecting  the 
estate  of  John  Vining,  Esq.,  deceased,  was,  by  order,  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

By  special  order,  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Court  of  Appeals, 
was  read  a  second  time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  and  after 
several  amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  same  was 
ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  said  bill  and  the 
several  papers  which  accompanied  the  same,  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  for  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  Auditor's  Report,  dated  Jan. 
29th,  1788,  agreed  to  by  that  House,  sent  for  the  consideration 
and  concurrence  of  Council. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Council  concur  in  the  resolution  of  the  House 
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of  Assembly  respecting  the  proposals  contained  in  the  paper,  No. 
i,  of  George  Read,  Esq.,  for  revising  and  reprinting  the  Laws  of 
this  State. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, by  Mr.  Horsey,  as  acted  upon  by  this  House. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  Feb.  2d,  1788. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment.  Mr.  Cook  appeared 
in  the  House. 

Mr.  Horsey  reported  the  delivery  of  the  last  mentioned  papers, 
agreeable  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  suspending  the  operation  of  an  act  respecting  die 
estate  of  John  Vining,  Esq.,  deceased,  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  and  several 
amendments  being  proposed  thereto,  was  agreed  to  by  Council 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  Auditor's  Report  of  the  29th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1788,  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered^  That  the  amendments  proposed  to  the  foregoing  bill 
be  transcribed  and  returned,  with  tne  said  bill  and  the  Auditor's 
Report,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Tilton. 

The  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly  having  met,  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Justices  to  fill  the 
vacancies  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts 
for  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and  Kent,  it  was  resolved  and 
declared  by  both  Houses  that,  although  the  vacancy  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans  Court  for  the  County 
of  Kent  was  occasioned  by  the  appointment  of  Thomas  Collins, 
Esq.,  late  Chief  Justice  thereof,  to  the  Presidency  of  this  State, 
yet  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  General  Assembly  that  the 
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person  nominated  was  to  be  appointed  to  fill  the  place  of  Chief 
Justice,  but  the  vacancy  only  of  a  Justice  of  the  said  Courts,  and 
therefore  that  the  nomination  for  the  County  of  Kent  remain 
open;  whereupon  a  new  one  was  made,  as  follows: 

Richard  Smith,  Esq.,  was  proposed  for  Chief  Justice;  Thomas 
White,  Esq.,  for  second  Justice;  James  Bellach,  Esq.,  for  third 
Justice;  John  Clayton,  Esq.,  for  fourth  Justice;  and  Isaac  Carty, 
Esq.,  for  fourth  Justice  of  the  said  Courts. 

Resolved,  That  both  Houses  meet,  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  elect  Justices  to  fill  the  va- 
cancies aforesaid. 

The  two  Houses  being  informed  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
notification  of  yesterday,  his  Excellency,  the  President,  is  now 
in  town, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grantham,  Mr.  Vining,  and  Mr.  Mitchell 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and 
inform  him  that  the  General  Assembly  will  be  convened,  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  elect 
Justices  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Courts  aforesaid,  and  request 
the  attendance  of  his  Excellency. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated,  and  Council  adjourned  to  3 
o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Council  and  the  House 
of  Assembly  met,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  his  Excellency, 
the  President,  being  conducted  in  by  the  committee,  the  Presi- 
dent and  General  Assembly  proceeded,  by  joint  ballot,  to  the 
election  of  Justices,  separately,  to  supply  the  vacancies  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County 
of  New  Castle,  and  the  ballot  being  taken  and  examined,  Thomas 
McDonough,  Esq.,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected  third  Justice 
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of  the  said  Courts,  and  Thomas  Robinson,  Esq.,  was  declared  to 
be  duly  elected  fourth  Justice  of  the  said  Courts. 

The  President  and  General  Assembly  proceeded,  by  joint 
ballot,  to  the  election  of  Justices,  separately,  to  supply  the  va- 
cancy in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans  Court  for 
the  County  of  Kent,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 
Richard  Smith,  Esq.,  second  Justice,  was  declared  to  be  duly 
elected  Chief  Justice  of  the  said  Courts;  Thomas  White,  Esq., 
third  Justice,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected  second  Justice  of 
the  said  Courts;  James  Bellach,  Esq.,  fourth  Justice,  was  de- 
clared to  be  duly  elected  third  Justice  of  the  said  Courts,  and 
John  Clayton,  Esq.,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected  fourth  Jus- 
tice of  the  said  Courts. 

The  President  withdrew,  both  Houses  separated,  and  the 
Council  met  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

The  House  went  into  the  nomination,  and  afterwards  balloted 
for  three  persons  as  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  the 
votes  being  cast  up,  it  was  declared  that  John  Dickinson,  Nicho- 
las Vandyke,  and  Joshua  Clayton,  Esquires,  were  duly  elected. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Cook. 

Mr.  Hazzard,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from  the  Honorable  Dyre 
Kearney  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  its  in- 
closures,  and  a  report  of  a  committee  of  that  House  thereupon. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  to  enforce  the  collection  of 
outstanding  taxes,  delivered  to  him  by  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  sent  for  the  concurrence  of  Council;  which  was  read. 

By  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  second  time  and 
disagreed  to. 

On  motion,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  "A  supplemen- 
tary act  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  alter  and  supply  certain 
parts  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  raising  ten  thousand  five  hun- 
dred pounds  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven,1  and  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  appropriating 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,'  and  for  other 
appropriation  thereof,   and  other   purposes/  "   the   same  was 
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granted;  whereupon  Mr.  Read  presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for 
that  purpose,  which  was  read. 

By  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Massey,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  engrossed  bills,  viz: 
"An  act  to  establish  a  Court  of  Appeals  in  this  State ;"  "An  act 
for  continuing  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  settlement  of  the 
Wilmington  Lottery,'  "  and  "A  further  supplement  to  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  recovery  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fifty-three  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  six  pence,  due  from 
the  estate  of  John  Vining,  Esq.,  deceased,  formerly  one  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  for  the  County  of  Kent,'  "  signed 
by  the  Speaker  of  that  House. 

The  aforesaid  acts  were  then  severally  compared.  Ordered 
that  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

The  bill  entitled  "A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  'An 
act  to  alter  and  supply  certain  parts  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for 
raising  ,£10,500  for  the  service  of  the  year  1787/  and  to  repeal 
an  act,'  &c,"  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  the  aforesaid  bill  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence, 
and  also  return  the  last  mentioned  engrossed  bill  together  with 
the  engrossed  bill  entitled  '  'An  additional  supplementary  act  to 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  stopping  St.  George's  Creek,  and  for 
embanking  and  draining  a  quantity  of  marsh  and  cripple  on  said 
creek,' '  and  also  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  repealing 
all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  repugnaut  to  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  United  States  and  his  Britannic  Majesty,"  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  this  House,  which  last  mentioned  act  is  sent  to  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  returned  the  bill  to  enforce  the  collec- 
tion of  the  outstanding  taxes,  as  disagreed  to  by  this  House. 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  give  public  notice,  by  advertise- 
ment, to  be  fixed  on  the  door  of  the  Court  House  in  the  Town  of 
Dover,  that  a  bill  for  appointing  Commissioners  for  the  said  Town 
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of  Dover,  and  vesting  in  them  divers  powers  of  regulation,  is  now 
before  the  Council,  the  consideration  whereof  will  be  resumed  at 
their  next  meeting,  at  which  time  any  person  having  objections 
to  the  said  bill  or  parts  thereof  may  appear  and  make  the  same, 
and  that  a  copy  of  the  said  bill  may  be  obtained  by  application 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  letter  from  the  honorable  Dyre  Kearney  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  inclosing  the  statement  of  his  account 
with  the  Delaware  State,  as  also  inclosing  an  account  of  the  hon- 
orable Nathaniel  Mitchell  against  the  Delaware  State,  and  die 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  were  severally  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
be  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  papers  be  returned  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  by  Mr.  Horsey,  as  acted  upon  by  this  House. 

The  same  member  also  returned  the  three  petitions  of  the 
owners  of  the  St.  George's  meadows,  and  a  report  of  a  commit- 
tee of  that  House  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  proceed  to  put  in  nomination  per- 
sons out  of  whom  shall  be  elected  a  Privy  Councillor  in  the  room 
of  Charles  Pope,  whose  time  is  expired,  agreeable  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  State;  and  thereupon  Allen  Mcl^ane,  Esquire,  only 
was  nominated. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  ballot,  which  being  examined,  the 
said  Allen  McLane,  Esq.,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 

Resolved,  That  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  John  Dick- 
inson, Nicholas  Vandyke,  and  Joshua  Clayton,  Esquires,  by  the 
Council,  as  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  be  made  out,  signed 
by  the  Speaker,  and  delivered  to  the  President,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  commissioned  by  him,  agreeable  to  the  17th  Article 
of  die  Constitution  or  System  of  Government  of  this  State. 

Mr.  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  "A  supple- 
mentary act  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  alter  and  supply  certain 
parts  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  raising  ,£10,500  for  the  service 
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of  the  year  1787,'  and  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  ap- 
propriating, &c.,'  "  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  that  House. 

The  said  bill  was  compared  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of 
Council. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  following  resolution: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  Feb.  2,  1788. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  following  acts: 

1.  An  act  for  continuing  an  act  entided  'An  act  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  Wilmington  Lottery;'  " 

2.  "A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entided  'An  act  for  the 
recovery  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  pounds, 
eighteen  shillings  and  six  pence,  due  from  the  the  estate  of  John 
Vining,  Esq.,  deceased,  formerly  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan- 
Office  for  the  County  of  Kent;1  " 

3.  "An  additional  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entided  'An  act 
for  stopping  St.  George's  Creek,  and  for  embanking  and  drain- 
ing a  quantity  of  marsh  and  cripple  on  both  sides  of  the  said 
Creek,  Deing  deemed  about  three  thousand  acres,  situate  in  Red 
Lion  and  St.  George's  Hundreds,  and  County  of  New  Castle, 
and  for  keeping  the  dikes  and  drains  belonging  to  the  same  in 
good  order  and  repair;'  " 

4.  "An  act  for  repealing  all  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  repugnant 
to  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Ins  Britannic 
Majesty,  or  any  article  thereof;" 

5.  "An  act  to  establish  a  Court  of  Appeals  in  this  State;" 

6.  "A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entided  'An  act  to  alter 
and  supply  certain  parts  of  an  act  entided  'An  act  for  raising  ten 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,'  and  to  repeal  an  act 
entided  'An  act  for  appropriating  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  five 
hundred  pounds,  and  lor  other  appropriation  thereof,  and  other 
purposes.  " 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 
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On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  the  same  be  concurred  in. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Horsey  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  the  said  engrossed  bills  and  resolution. 

A  written  notice  was  delivered  to  the  Chair,  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the  adjournment  of  that 
House  to  the  27th  of  May  next. 

Then  Council  allowed  the  following  accounts,  viz: 

To  the  Hon.  Thomas  McDonough,  Esq.,  Speaker, 
for  his  attendance  in  Council,  25  days  and  mile- 
age,      £  23  10  o 

To  George  Read,  Esq.,  for  19  do.  and  mileage,    .   .        12  18  o 

To  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esq.,  11  do.  do 850 

To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  16  do., 9  12  o 

To^  ames  Tilton,  Esq.,  8  do., 4  16  o 

To  John  Cook,  Esq.,  14  do.  do., 8  16  o 

To  Alexander  Laws,  Esq.,  24  do.  do., 15  10  8 

To  Daniel  Polk,  Esq.,  18  do.  do., 11     90 

To  Isaac  Horsey,  Esq.,  18  do.  do., 12    9  3 

To  James  Sykes,  Esq.,  for  transcribing,  &c,  last  ses- 
sion,   ....••' 3  17  6 

To  John  E.  Clayton,  17  days'  attendance,  engrossing 

a  bill,  and  cash  expended 11  15  9 

To  Benjamin  Crooks,  27  days'  attendance  as  Door- 
keeper, and  notifying  seven  persons  to  attend 

Council, 12  15  o 

To  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Battell,  for  the  use  of  a  room,  fire- 
wood and  candles, 2000 


£*$$  14  2 


On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  by 
the  Speaker  for  the  payment  of  the  several  sums  aforesaid. 

Whereupon  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  accordingly. 

Then  Council  adjourned  to  the  27th  day  of  May  next. 
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VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  MAY,  1788. 


At  a  session  commenced  at  Dover,  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-eight,  divers  of  the  members  met,  but  the 
number  not  being  a  quorum,  adjourned  to  Wednesday,  when 
there  appeared  as  follows: 

For  New  Castle  County — Thomas  McDonough,  Esq.,  Speaker. 

For  Kent  County— James  Tilton,  John  Baning,  John  Cook. 

For  Sussex  County — Alexander  Laws. 

By  order,  the  minutes  of  the  last  sitting  of  Council  were  read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  May  29,  1788. 

Divers  of  the  members  met,  but  the  number  not  being  sufficient 
to  form  a  quorum,  adjourned  to  10  o'  clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  May  30,  1788. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Wednesday 
last 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Physicians  of  the 
Delaware  State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  read 
in  Council  on  the  25th  of  January  last,  was  now  read  a  second 
time. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to 
report  thereon.  The  members  appointed  are  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr. 
Tuton,  and  Mr.  Cook. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Tilton,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bfll 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Physicians  of  the  Delaware 
State,  &c,"  reported  several  amendments,  which  were  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  said 
bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Cook,  for  their  concur- 
rence. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  May  31,  1788. 
Council  met.     Present  the  same  members,  and  Mr.  Read. 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock,  Monday  morning. 
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Monday,  P.  M.,  June  2d,  1788. 

Council  met    Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Vandyke. 

Mr.  Vining,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  supply 
the  loss  of  a  deed  made  to  Benjamin  Chandler  by  the  heirs  of 
Goldsmith  Edward  Folwell,  deceased;"  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Read  applied  for  leave  of  absence,  which  was  granted. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June  3d,  1788* 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  supply  the  loss  of  a  deed  made  to 
Benjamin  Chandler  by  the  administrators  of  G.  E.  Folwell,  de- 
ceased," was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for  further  consid- 
eration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment 

Mr.  May,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  several  notifications  and  certificates  of 
Benjamin  Chandler  relative  to  a  lost  deed;  which  were  read. 

Council  took  into  consideration  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
supply  the  loss  of  a  deed  made  to  Benjamin  Chandler  by  the 
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heirs  of  Goldsmith  E.  Folwell,  deceased,"  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  same  was  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  the  act  for  the  further  security  of 
the  Government,' '  now  report  in  favor  of  the  same,  but  are  of 
opinion  that  provision  should  be  made  for  the  naturalization  of 
foreigners,  as  the  act  of  Assembly  now  in  being  for  that  purpose, 
since  the  change  of  government,  is  inadequate  thereto;  therefore 
they  have  essayed  a  draught  of  a  bill,  by  way  of  supplement  to 
that  act  of  Assembly,  which  they  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
Council. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  'An 
act  for  naturalization,'  "  was  read. 

By  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  further  security  of  the  Government,'  "  was  read  a  third  time 
by*  paragraphs  and  passed  the  House. 

By  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  'An 
act  for  naturalization,'  "  was  read  a  second  time,  and  a  third  time 
by  paragraphs  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  transcribed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  4,  1788. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  the  last  mentioned  bill  for  their  consideration  and  concur- 
rence, and  return  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  an  act  end- 
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tied  'An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government,'  "  as 
agreed  to  by  Council. 

Mr.  Tilton  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  Auditor's  report  of  the 
outstanding  taxes  of  this  State;  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Chand- 
ler respecting  a  lost  deed,  which  had  been  omitted  among  the 
other  papers  relative  thereto;  also  two  petitions  from  divers  in- 
habitants of  New  Castle  County,  praying  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  establishing  of  public  marts  or  fairs  at  Cantwell's  Bridge, 
in  said  county;  which  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hazzard,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  being  ad- 
mitted, delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable 
John  Warren,  administrator  de  bonis  non  of  Henry  Killen,  de- 
ceased, to  convey  unto  Reynear  Williams,  administrator  of  Elijah 
Sipple,  deceased,  certain  tracts  of  land  situate  in  Mispillion  Hun- 
dred, Kent  County;"  also  the  petition  on  which  the  said  bill  is 
founded,  and  a  communication  from  the  Auditor,  of  the  4th  June, 
1788;  which  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly;  which  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  June  4,  1788. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  be  appoint- 
ed to  consider  the  finances  of  this  State  of  every  kind  and  nature 
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whatsoever;  and  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  such  committee  to 
discharge  the  said  duty,  and  for  their  information  therein,  that 
they  be  directed  to  reauire  the  Auditor  to  furnish  them  with  a 
general  account  of  all  debts  due  by  the  State,  of  all  debts  due  to 
the  State,  and  of  all  engagements  of  the  public  to  be  speedily 
complied  with,  arranging  them  distinctly  in  the  manner  required 
by  the  12th,  13th,  and  14th  sections  of  the  act  for  amending  and 
continuing  the  provisions  made  in  the  act  for  auditing  and  ar- 
ranging the  accounts  of  this  State;  that  they  have  power  to 
require  of  all  officers  of  this  State  intrustea  with  the  public 
monies,  mortgages,  pledges,  or  other  securities  whatsoever,  or  of 
any  persons  whom  it  may  concern,  distinct  and  clear  accounts  of 
the  same;  and  to  examine  into  the  sufficiency  of  sureties  in  all 
cases  where  bonds  have  been  given  for  the  execution  of  such 
trusts;  and  generally  that  they  take  such  steps  and  report  such 
measures  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  oe  adopted  for  the 
better  conducting,  directing,  and  ordering  the  revenues  or  finan- 
ces of  this  State.  The  members  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
House  are  Mr.  May,  Mr.  Clayton,  Mr.  Vining,  Mr.  Shankland, 
and  Mr.  Gordon. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CTk  of  Assembly. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Council  concur  in  the  above  resolution. 

The  members  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  are  Mr. 
Read  and  Mr.  Cook. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  same,  as  acted  upon  by  this  House. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Thursday,  June  5,  1788,  A.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  being  ad- 
mitted, presented  to  the  Chair  a  memorial  'of  Thomas  Rodney, 
Esq.,  executor  of  the  testament  and  last  will  of  Caesar  Rodney, 
Esquire,  deceased,  who  was  acting  Trustee  of  the  Loan  Office 
for  the  County  of  Kent,  praying  a  reexamination  of  the  accounts 
of  the  said  office,  together  with  a  resolution  of  that  House  there- 
upon; which  were  read,  and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled 
4  'An  act  to  appropriate  the  perquisites  arising  on  tavern  and 
marriage  licenses;"  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  limiting 
the  time  for  keeping  open  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  and.  Goal  Delivery  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this 
State,  the  same  was  granted;  whereupon  he  presented  to  the 
Chair  a  bill  for  that  purpose;  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Hays,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered,  for  the  consideration  and  concurrence  of  Council, 
a  bill,  which  was  read,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  appro- 
priation of  such  certificates  of  depreciation  as  have  not  been 
claimed  by  the  persons  justly  entitled  to  the  same,"  and  return- 
ed the  bill  entitled  "A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  for  naturali- 
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zation,"  with  an  amendment  proposed  by  that  House,  which  was 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  same  member  also  presented  to  the  Chair  the  President's 
message  of  the  28th  of  January,  1788,  setting  forth  the  many 
evils  which  have  arisen  from  the  frequent  practice  of  some  of  the 
Justices  holding  their  meetings  for  the  administration  of  justice  at 
public  inns  or  taverns,  and  the  great  impropriety  of  Judges  or 
Justices  of  the  Peace  keeping  public  inns  or  taverns,  and  calling 
the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  on  those  subjects;  also 
relinquishing  the  perquisites  arising  on  tavern  and  marriage 
licenses,  and  requesting  the  appropriation  thereof  to  some  other 
purpose;  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted, and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
and  empower  the  executors  of  the  testament  and  last  will  of 
Richard  McWilliam,  the  younger,  late  of  New  Castle  County, 
deceased,  to  convey,  in  trust  for  the  hjeirs  and  representatives  of 
Patrick  Lyons,  deceased,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situate 
in  Appoquinimink  Hundred,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,"  to- 
gether with  a  petition  from  the  said  executors,  and  sundry  other 
papers,  upon  which  the  said  bill  is  founded;  which  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Revell,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
marriages,' *  and  a  petition  upon  which  the  said  bill  is  founded; 
which  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  supply  the  loss  of  a  deed  made  to  Benjamin  Chandler  by  the 
administrators  of  Goldsmith  E.  Folwell,  deceased ;  which,  being 
read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  amended,  passed  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
with  the  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration 
and  concurrence. 
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The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  empower  John  Warren,  adminis- 
trator de  bonis  non  of  Henry  Killen,  deceased,  to  convey  to 
Reynear  Williams,  administrator  of  Elijah  Sipple,  deceased,  cer- 
tain tracts  of  land  situate  in  Mispillion  Hundred,  Kent  County," 
was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  and  the  petition  on  which  it  is 
founded,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Banfng,  and  Mr.  Polk,  to 
report  thereon. 

Council  took  into  consideration  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  entitled  "A  supplementary  act 
to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  naturalization/  "  and  acceded  to 
the  same. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  June  6,  1788,  A.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  empower  John  Warren,  administrator  de  bonis  nan  of  Henry 
Killen,  deceased,  to  convey  to  Reynear  Williams,  administrator 
of  Elijah  Sipple,  deceased,  certain  tracts  of  land,  &c,"  brought 
in  their  report;  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  appropriation  of 
such  certificates  of  depreciation  as  have  not  been  claimed  by  the 
persons  justly  entitled  to  the  same,"  was  read  a  second  time  and 
deferred  for  further  consideration. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  limiting  the  time  of  holding  the 
Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Goal  Delivery  in 
die  respective  Counties  of  this  State/'  was  read  a  second  time 
and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 
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The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  marriages/'  was  read  a 
second  time  and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

A  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an 
act  entitled  'An  act  to  increase  the  daily  allowance  to  Grand  and 
Petit  Jurors  and  Witnesses;'  "  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  to  empower  John  Warren,  administrator  de  bonis  nan  of 
Henry  Killen,  deceased,  to  convey  to  Reynear  Williams,  admin- 
istrator of  Elijah  Sipple,  deceased,  certain  tracts  of  land  situate 
in  Mispillion  Hundred,  Kent  County;"  which,  being  read  the 
third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  amended,  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
with  the  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration 
and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  table  a  petition  of  John  Darby,  of 
Sussex  County,  read  in  the  House  of  Assembly  the  19th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1785,  setting  forth  the  loss  of  a  certificate.  No.  18,  for  the 
sum  of  sixteen  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  six  pence,  signed 
by  Peter  White,  Receiver  General  of  Supplies  for  Sussex  County, 
and  a  report  of  the  Auditor  thereupon;  which  said  certificate  is 
since  found  and  now  produced  before  Council;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petition  and  report  be  dismissed. 

By  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  limiting  the  time  for  keeping 
open  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and 
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Goal  Delivery  of  the  respective  Counties  of  this  State,"  was  read 
the  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed  the  House. 

Mr.  Shankland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers,  which 
were  read:  A  petition  of  Frederick  Craig  and  Co.,  and  a  resolu- 
tion of  that  House  upon  the  same,  for  the  payment  of  twenty 
pounds  to  the  said  Craig  and  Co.,  to  assist  in  trie  establishment 
of  a  post  to  ride  from  Wilmington  to  Lewestown,  and  for  sundry 
services. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

By  special  order,  the  bill  entided  "An  act  to  continue  in  force 
an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  increase  the  daily  allowance  to  Grand 
and  Petit  Jurors  and  Witnesses,'  "  was  reaa  a  second  time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  passed 
the  House. 

By  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  appropriate  marriage  and  tavern 
licenses,1'  was  read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  passed  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  the  three  last  mentioned  bills,  for  the  consideration  and 
concurrence  of  that  House. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Council  concur  in  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  upon  the  petition  of  Frederick  Craig  and  Co.,  for 
the  payment  of  twenty  pounds  to  assist  in  the  establishment  of  a 
post,  &c. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  June  7,  1788, 
Council  met. 

Ordered,  That  the  last  mentioned  petition  and  resolution  be 
sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Horsey. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  Council  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  which  was  read,  as  follows: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Friday,  P.  M.,  June  11,  1788. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  intention  of  this  House  to  conclude 
the  present  sessions  to-morrow  evening  by  adjourning  the  same 
to  a  distant  day. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Latimer  wait  on  the  Council  with  a  copy 
of  the  above  resolution  for  their  information. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 

On  motion  made  and  seconded,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  purpose  of  directing  the  manner  and  form  of  securities  to  be 
given  by  Sheriffs  for  the  due  execution  of  their  trust,  and  pre- 
scribing a  time  for  their  return  on  writs  of  fieri  facias,  the  same 
was  granted;  whereupon  Mr.  Read  laid  before  Council  a  bill  far 
that  purpose;  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the 
place  of  holding  the  general  election,  for  the  present  year,  in  die 
County  of  Sussex;"  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  empower  the  executors  of  the  tes- 
tament and  last  will  of  Richard  McWilliam,  the  younger,  late 
of  New  Casde  County,  deceased,  to  convey,  in  trust  for  the  heirs 
and  representatives  of  Patrick  Lyons,  deceased,  a  certain  tract  or 
parcel  of  land  situate  in  Appoquinimink  Hundred,  in  the  County 
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of  New  Castle,"  was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for  further 
consideration. 

Council  proceeded  to  consider  the  communication  of  the  Audi- 
tor, of  the  4th  of  June,  1788. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  manner  and  form  of 
securities  to  be  riven  by  Sheriffs  for  the  due  execution  of  their 
trust,  and  prescribing  a  time  for  returns  on  writs  of  fieri  facias ," 
was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred  until  this  afternoon  for 
further  consideration. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  place  of  holding  the 
general  election  for  the  County  of  Sussex  for  the  present  year," 
was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for  farther  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  directing  the  manner  and  form  of  securities  to  be  given  by 
Sheriffs  for  the  due  execution  of  their  trust,  and  prescribing  a 
time  for  returns  on  writs  of  fieri  facias  ,"  and  the  same  being 
read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  amended,  passed  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  same  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Hazzard,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  verbal  message, 
viz: 

The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  the  honorable  the  Council 
that  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  meet,  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  to  put  in  nomination 
persons  out  of  whom  shall  be  elected,  by  ballot,  a  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of 
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Sussex,  to  supply  the  place  of  John  Laws,  Esquire,  deceased, 
late  third  Justice  of  the  said  courts. 

Saturday,  A.  M.,  June  7,  1788. 

By  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  place  of  holding  the 
general  election,  for  the  present  year,  in  the  County  of  Sussex," 
was  read  the  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed  the  House.. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly by  Mr.  Laws. 

Mr.  Massey,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  returned  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  limiting  the  time 
for  keeping  open  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  ana  Coal  Delivery  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this 
State,"  rejected  by  that  House. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  June  9,  1788. 

Council  met,  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  memorial  of  Thos.  Rodney,  Esquire,  executor  of  the 
testament  and  last  will  of  Caesar  Rodney,  Esq.,  deceased;  which 
was  read,  and  several  amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  Council  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Saturday,  A.  M.,  June  7,  1788. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  acts  of  Assembly  of  this  State  be 
delivered  to  George  Read,  Esquire,  to  enable  him  to  commence 
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and  complete  the  revision  of  the  laws  of  this  State,  agreeable  to 
his  contract  with  the  General  Assembly;  and  that  James  Booth 
be  appointed  to  procure  such  copies,  and  the  expenses  that  may 
be  necessarily  incurred  therein  shall  be  defrayed  by  this  State. 

That  an  order  be  drawn  by  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  upon 
the  Trustee  of  the  Loan  Office  for  New  Castle  County  for  the 
immediate  payment  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds,  eleven 
shillings  and  six  pence  to  the  said  George  Read  out  of  the  interest 
monies  of  the  said  office,  being  the  pnncipal,  interest,  and  costs 
of  the  two  mortgages,  as  specified  in  the  proposition  made  by  the 
said  George  Read,  communicated  to  the  General  Assembly  on 
the  third  of  February,  1787,  and  accepted  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Assembly  and  Council  on  the  31st  day  of  January  and 
the  1st  day  of  February  last  And  in  case  of  death  or  any  other 
event  that  shall  prevent  the  said  George  Read  from  executing  the 
said  work  of  revision,  that  the  said  sum  be  accounted  for  by  him, 
his  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Shankland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
admitted  and  returned  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  directing  the 
manner  and  form  of  securities  to  be  given  by  Sheriffs  for  the  due 
execution  of  their  trust,  and  prescribing  a  time  for  returns  on  writs 
of  fieri  facias ,"  concurred  in  by  that  House. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Members  of  the  Library  Company  of  Wilmington  ;M 
which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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The  Council  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
empower  the  executors  of  Richard  McWilliam,  the  younger,  de- 
ceased, to  convey,  in  trust  for  the  heirs  and  representatives  of 
Patrick  Lyons,  deceased,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situate 
in  Appoquinimink  Hundred,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle;" 
which,  being  read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  an  amend- 
ment proposed  and  agreed  to,  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendment  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
with  the  bill  and  the  resolution  for  a  draught  on  the  Loan  Office 
of  New  Castle  for  the  payment  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  to  George  Read  (which 
said  resolution  was  concurred  in  by  Council),  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

Mr.  Massey,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  upon  the  memorial 
of  Thomas  Rodney  for  a  reexamination  of  the  Loan  Office  Ac- 
counts of  Kent  County,  with  the  amendments  acceded  to  by  that 
House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  same. 

By  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  marriages,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  some  amendments  being  proposed 
and  agreed  to,  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
with  the  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration 
and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June  10,  1788. 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Vining,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  (which  was  read)  entitled 
"An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  entitled  *A  supplement  to  an 
act  entided  'An  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of 
small  debts/  passed  February  5,  1785,  and  for  other  purposes.' ' 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

.  The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Library  Company 
of  Wilmington,' '  was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for  further 
consideration. 

Mr.  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  report  of  a  committee  upon  the 
petition  of  Maunnas  Haughey,  and  an  order  of  that  House  upon 
the  same,  sent  for  concurrence. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hayes,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  two  reports  of  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts,  dated  June  the  5th  and  6th,  1788,  concurred  in  by  that 
House,  and  sent  for  the  concurrence  of  Council;  which  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  the  following  verbal  message,  to  wit: 

The  Council,  in  answer  to  the  proposal  made  by  your  honora- 
ble House  on  Saturday  last,  respecting  the  putting  in  nomination 
fersons  to  be  balloted  for  as  a  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common 
leas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  to  supply 
the  place  of  John  Laws,  Esquire,  accede  to  the  same,  and  pro- 
pose three  o'clock  this  afternoon  as  the  time  for  the  meeting  of 
both  Houses  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M, 
Council  met. 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  the  following  verbal  message: 

The  House  of  Assembly  will  meet  the  honorable  the  Council 
half  an  hour  hence,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  for  the  purpose 
expressed  in  their  verbal  message  of  this  day. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  entitled 
'A  supplement  to  an  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery 
of  small  debts,  &c.,'  M  was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred  few- 
further  consideration. 

The  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly  met,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  and  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  persons  to  be 
balloted  for  as  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Or- 
phans' Court  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  as  follows:  John  Clowes, 
Esquire,  was  proposed  for  third  Justice,  and  Alexander  Laws, 
Esquire,  for  fourth  Justice. 

Resolved,  That  both  Houses  separate  for  the  space  of  ten 
minutes,  and  that  they  then  meet  and  proceed  to  the  election 
aforesaid. 

,  Agreeable  to  order,  the  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly 
met  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vining,  Mr.  Grantham,  and  Mr.  D.  Polk 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and 
inform  him  that  the  General  Assembly  are  now  convened  to  elect 

Justices  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Courts  aforesaid,  and  request 
tis  attendance. 

Whereupon  his  Excellency,  the  President,  being  conducted 
in  by  the  committee,  the  President  and  General  Assembly  pro- 
ceeded, by  joint  ballot,  to  the  election  of  Justices,  separately,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
Court  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and 
examined,  John  Clowes,  Esquire,  fourth  Justice,  was  declared  to 
be  duly  elected  third  Justice  of  the  said  Courts;  and  Alexander 
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Laws,  Esquire,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected  fourth  Justice  of 
the  said  Courts. 

The  President  withdrew,  both  Houses  separated,  and  the 
Council  met  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  entitled 
'A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  recovery  of  small  debts/  passed  February  3d,  1785/  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and 
several  amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  passed  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
with  the  said  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  considera- 
tion and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  continuing 
the  powers  of  the  Collectors  of  the  State  Taxes;"  which  was 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entided  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Members  of  the 
Library  Company  of  Wilmington,"  was  read  the  third  time,  by 
paragraphs,  and,  being  amended,  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent^ 
with  the  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Polk,  for  their 
consideration  and  concurrence. 

By  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  continuing  the  powers  of  the 
Collectors  of  the  State  Taxes,"  was  read  a  second  time  and  de- 
ferred for  further  consideration. 

On  motion,  the  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  Maurinas  Haughey,  respecting  a  lost  certificate,  was 
read,  considered,  and  concurred  in  by  Council. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  read  the  third  time  by  paragraphs 
and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  papers  upon  the 
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petition  of  Maurinas  Haughey,  be  returned  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  by  Mr.  Laws. 

Adjourned  to  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  n,  1788. 

Council  met. 

On  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  directing  elections  of 
members  of  the  Council  in  certain  cases  of  vacancies,  the  same 
was  granted;  whereupon  Mr.  Read  laid  before  Council  a  bill  for 
that  purpose,  which  was  read. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed;  which  was  done  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Auditor's  Repdrt  of  the  5th  June,  1788,  was  read,  and 
an  amendment  being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  ordered  that  the 
same  be  transcribed. 

The  Auditor's  Report  of  the  6th  of  June  was  read,  considered, 
and  agreed  to. 

A  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Chair  an  order  of  that  House,  which  was  read  as 
follows: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  nth,  1788. 
On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  following  part  of  the  report  agreed  to  by 
this  House  on  the  30th  day  of  January  last  be  sent  to  the  Council 
for  their  consideration  and  concurrence,  to  wit: 

In  the  communication  from  the  Auditor,  dated  October  29th, 
1787,  is  inserted  an  extra  charge  of  the  Auditor  in  his  own  favor 
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for  services  done  in  Wilmington,  stated  to  be  full  three  months 
attendance,  for  which  he  hopes  a  reasonable  allowance.  Your 
committee  therefore  report  that  for  such  services  and  attendance 
the  Auditor  be  allowed  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Hazzard  wait  on  the  Council  and  deliver 
the  same. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CV  k  of  Assembly. 

The  foregoing  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  their 
agreement  to  the  report  of  their  committee  on  the  communication 
of  the  Auditor  made  as  above  stated,  being  taken  into  considera- 
tion; thereupon 

Resolvedy  That  an  order  be  drawn  upon  the  State  Treasurer, 
by  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  State,  for  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds,  to  be  paid  to  Eleazar  Mc- 
Comb,  Esq.,  as  Commissioner  of  this  State,  for  attaining  a  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  thereof  against  the  United  States,  in  part 
of  his  services  in  that  business  during  the  time  of  such  his  ap- 
pointment. 

Mr.  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, that  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order  on  the  State 
Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  fifty  pounds  to  his  Excellency,  the 
President,  in  order  to  defray  his  expenses  during  his  attendance 
on  the  present  and  preceding  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly. 

In  Council,  read,  considered,  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered^  That  the  two  following  engrossed  bills  be  sent  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker, 
viz:  The  bill  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  manner  and  form  of 
securities  to  be  given  by  Sheriffs  for  the  due  execution  of  their 
trust,  and  prescribing  a  time  for  their  returns  on  writs  of  fieri 
facias?'  and  the  bill  entitled  "A  supplementary  act  to  the  act 
entitled  'An  act  for  naturalization;'  "  also  that  the  bill  entitled 
1  'An  act  directing  elections  of  members  of  the  Council  in  certain 
cases  of  vacancies,' '  be  sent  for  the  consideration  and  concur- 
rence of  that  House. 

Ordered)  That  the  same  member  also  return  the  report  of  the 
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Auditor  of  the  5th  June,  1788,  with  its  amendments,  for  the  con- 
sideration and  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly;  also  the 
report  of  the  6th  June,  1788,  thus  acted  upon  in  Council:  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to;  and  the  resolution  for  the  payment 
of  fifty  pounds  to  his  Excellency,  the  President,  thus  acted  upon: 
read,  considered,  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Vining,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  engrossed  bills,  to  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  to  wit: 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  entitled 
'A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speed v  recovery  of  small  debts,'  passed  February  3d,  1785/  and 
for  otner  purposes;" 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  marriages ;" 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Members  of  the 
Library  Company  of  Wilmington ;" 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  to  increase  the  daily  allowance  to  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors 
and  Witnesses;'  " 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  further  security  of  the  Government;'  " 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  appropriate  the  perquisites  arising 
from  marriage  and  tavern  licenses;" 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  continuing  the  powers  of  the 
collectors  of  the  State  taxes;" 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  place  of  holding  the 
general  election  for  the  present  year  in  the  (Jounty  of  Sussex;" 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  John  Warren,  administra- 
tor de  bonis  non  of  Henry  Killen,  deceased,  to  convey  to  Raynear 
Williams,  administrator  of  Elijah  Sipple,  deceased,  certain  tracts 
of  land  situate  in  Mispillion  Hundred,  Kent  County;" 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  supply  the  loss  of  a  deed  made 
to  Benjamin  Chandler  by  the  heirs  of  Goldsmith  E.  FolweB, 
deceased;"  and 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  empower  the  executors  of  the 
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testament  and  last  will  of  Richard  McWilliam,  the  younger,  late 
of  New  Castle  County,  deceased,  to  convey  in  trust  for  the  heirs 
and  representatives  of  Patrick  Lyons,  deceased,  a  certain  tract 
or  parcel  of  land  situate  in  Appoquinimink  Hundred,  in  the 
County  of  New  Castle  ;M 

And  the  said  bills,  being  severally  compared,  were  signed  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  Gordon,  ja  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  returned  the  two  engrossed  bills  sent  by  Mr.  Horsey  to 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  that  House;  together  with  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  directing  the  election  of  members  of  the  Council 
in  certain  cases  of  vacancy,"  which  were  severally  compared  and 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Wednesday,  June  11,  1788,  A.  M. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  affix  the 
Great  Seal  to  the  following  laws:  * 


*  So  ends  the  record  of  the  proceedings  at  this  session. 
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VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


Dover,  October  20,  1788.    "] 

Divers  of  the  members  met,  but  the  number  not  being  a  quo- 
rum, adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Thursday,  the  23d. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  October  23,  1788. 

It  appears  by  the  returns  of  the  officers  of  the  several  Counties 
in  this  State,  appointed  by  law  to  be  Judges  of  Elections,  that  on 
the  first  day  of  October  instant,  at  the  usual  places  of  election  for 
the  said  Counties,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  to  repre- 
sent the  said  Counties  in  the  Council  of  the  Delaware  State,  viz: 

For  New  Castle  County — Gunning  Bedford,  Thomas  Kean.* 

For  Kent  County — Nicholas  Ridgely. 

For  Sussex  County — George  Mitchell,  Daniel  Polk.f 

All  the  members  now  appeared  except  Mr.  Kean  and  Mr. 
Horsey. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  George 
Mitchell,  Esquire,  was  unanimously  elected. 

*  In  the  place  of  Mr.  McDonough.    f  In  the  place  of  Alexander  Laws. 
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The  Speaker,  in  the  Chair,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Bedford,  Mr. 
Ridgely,  and  Mr.  Polk,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  made 
and  subscribed  the  declaration  of  faith  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
stitution.    [See  note  on  page  io.] 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  October  24,  1788. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  rules  to  be  observed  by  the  members  of  Council,  made 
and  agreed  to  in  October,  1776,  together  with  the  addition  made 
thereto  by  Council  in  October,  1786,  were  read  and  adopted  as 
the  rules  to  be  observed  by  Council. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Kean  appeared  in  the  House  and  took  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance and  made  and  subscribed  the  declaration  of  faith  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution.     [See  note  on  page  ioJ\ 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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The  bill,  read  in  Council  the  29th  of  January  last,  entitled  "An 
act  for  appointing  John  Baning,  Eleazer  McComb,  and  Nicholas 
Ridgely,  Esquires,  Commissioners  for  the  Town  of  Dover,  was 
now  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  Mr.  Ridgely,  Mr. 
Cook,  and  Mr.  Baning,  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ridgely  be  appointed  to  supply  the  place 
of  George  Read  in  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  was  appointed 
on  the  part  of  Council  on  the  4th  of  June,  1788. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  October  25,  1788. 

Council  met. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  Council  the  following  papers  delivered 
him  by  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assemblv,  which  were  read, 
viz:  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  23d  of  October  instant; 
a  circular  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress  of  the  13th  Sep- 
tember, 1788;  and  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  13th  of  the  same 
month,  for  giving  operation  to  the  new  Constitution. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  Council  the  following  verbal 
message  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  viz: 

The  House  of  Assemblv  propose  to  the  honorable  the  Council 
that  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  meet,  in  the  Council  Cham- 
ber, to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  to  put  in  nomination 
persons  out  of  whom  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  two  Senators  to 
represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  agree- 
able to  the  third  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States;  it  appearing,  from  the  communication  to  this 
General  Assembly  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  13th  of  Septem- 
ber last,  for  putting  into  operation  the  said  Constitution,  that  the 
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same  hath  been  ratified  in  the  manner  therein  declared  to  be 
sufficient  for  the  establishment  thereof. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CV  k  of  Assembly. 

Friday,  P.  M.  Oct.  24th,  1788. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ridgely  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  following  verbal  message: 

The  Council  agree  to  the  proposal  made  by  your  honorable 
House,  of  yesterday,  for  the  meeting  of  both  Houses  of  the  Leg- 
islature in  the  Council  Chamber  to-day,  at  twelve  o'clock,  at  noon, 
to  put  in  nomination  persons  out  of  whom  shall  be  elected  two 
Senators  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  agreeable  to  the  message  of  your  honorable  House;  and 
the  Council  inform  your  honorable  House  that  they  will  be  ready 
to  receive  you  in  fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  table  a  letter  from  George  Read, 
Esq.,  of  the  20th  of  October,  instant;  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Holland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  the  following  verbal  message: 

The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  the  honorable  the  Council 
that  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  proceed  to  the 
nomination  of  persons  out  of  whom  shall  be  elected,  by  ballot, 
a  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for 
the  County  of  Sussex,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  William  Polk,  Esq. ,  at  the  time  both  Houses  are  con- 
vened to  nominate  persons  for  Senators. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  following  verbal  message: 

The  Council  agree  to  the  proposal  of  your  honorable  House 
for  putting  in  nomination  persons  out  of  whom  to  be  chosen  a 
Judge  to  supply  the  vacancy  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans'  Court  of  Sussex  County,  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
William  Polk,  Esq. 
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The  General  Assembly  met,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  nomination  of  persons  out  of  whom  shall  be  elected 
Senators  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States ;  and  also  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans1  Court  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  William  Polk,  Esq. ,  when  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  nominated  for  Senators,  viz:  George  Read, 
Esq.,  Gunning  Bedford,  Junior,  Esq.,  and  Richard  Bassett,  Esa. ; 
and  the  following  nominations  were  made  for  Justices  of  tne 
said  Courts,  viz:  John  Clowes,  Esq.,  was  nominated  for  second 
Justice;  Alexander  Laws  for  third  Justice;  Peter  F.  Wright  for 
fourth  Justice,  and  Simon  Kollock  lor  fourth  Justice. 

Resolved,  That  both  Houses  meet,  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon,  to  ballot  for  Senators;  and  that 
they  proceed,  at  four  o'clock,  to  the  election  of  Justices  to 
supply  the  vacancy  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vining,  Mr.  Truitt,  and  Mr.  Vandyke  be 
a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform 
him  that  both  Houses  of  the  Generaf  Assembly  will  be  convened 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  ballot 
for  Justices  to  supply  the  vacancy  aforesaid,  and  request  the  at- 
tendance of  his  Excellency. 

Then  both  Houses  separated,  and  Council  adjourned  to  three 
o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  General  Assembly  met,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  pro- 
ceeded, by  joint  ballot,  to  the  election  of  Senators  to  represent 
this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  the  ballots 
being  taken  and  examined,  George  Read  and  Richard  Bassett, 
Esquires,  were  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 

His  Excellency,  the  President,  being  conducted  in  by  the  com- 
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mittee,  the  President  and  General  Assembly  proceeded,  by  joint 
ballot,  to  the  election  of  Justices,  separately,  to  supply  the  va- 
cancy in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  in  the 
County  of  Sussex,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 
John  Qowes,  Esq.,  third  Justice,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected 
second  Justice;  Alexander  Laws,  Esjq.,  fourth  Justice,  was  de- 
clared to  be  duly  elected  third  Justice;  and  Peter  F.  Wright, 
Esq.,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected  fourth  Justice  of  the  said 
Courts. 

The  President  withdrew,  both  Houses  separated,  and  Council 
adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  October  27,  1788. 
Council  met     Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ridgely,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  by  way 
of  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  manner 
and  form  of  securities  to  be  given  by  Sheriffs,  and  prescribing  a 
time  for  their  returns  on  writs  of  fieri  facias"  tne  same  was 
granted;  whereupon  he  laid  upon  table  a  bill  for  that  purpose; 
which  was  read. 

By  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  second  time  and  deferred 
for  farther  consideration. 

Mr.  Bishop,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  directing 
the  time,  places  and  manner  of  holding  an  election  for  a  Repre- 
sentative of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and 
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for  appointing  Electors,  on  the  part  of  this  State,  for  choosing  a 
President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  which  was 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  report  of  the  Auditor, 
dated  the  24th  of  October  instant,  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  October  28,  1788. 
Council  met. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  time,  place  and  manner 
of  holding  an  election  for  a  Representative,  &c,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  third  time  by  para- 
graphs and  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  by  the 
Clerk. 

The  report  of  the  Auditor,  dated  the  24th  instant,  was  read 
and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

The  Auditor  begs  leave  to  report:  That  John  McKinly,  Esa., 
produced  to  him,  in  Wilmington,  a  small  quarto  paper  book, 
which,  he  informed  him,  he  had  fortunately  discovered  among 
some  old  papers;  that  upon  examining  the  same  he  found  it  con- 
tained accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  public  monies 
by  the  said  John  McKinly,  Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Committee 
of  New  Castle  County,  as  Military  Treasurer  of  the  said  County, 
and  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  this  State;  and  the 
Auditor  particularly  noted  that  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-two  pounds,  twelve  shillings  and  four  pence,  received  by 
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the  said  John  McKinly,  Esq.,  from  Thomas  Collins,  Esq.  on  the 
9th  day  of  November,  1776,  was  therein  credited  and  accounted 
for  in  a  settlement  made  with  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  General 
Assembly,  entered  in  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
February,  1777,  in  page  103. 

ELEAZER  McCOMB. 

Auditor's  Office,  Oct.  24th,  1788. 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  Monday,  P.  M.,  October  27,  1788, 
read  and  concurred  in. 

J  AS.  BOOTH,  CV  k  of  Assembly. 

In  Council,  Tuesday,  A.  M.,  Oct.  28,  1788,  read  and  agreed 
to.  JOHN  E.  CLAYTON,  CI*  k  of  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  report,  together  with  the  afore- 
said bill  and  amendments,  be  sent  .to  the  House  of  Assembly  by 
Mr.  Polk. 

By  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  di- 
recting the  manner  and  form  of  securities  to  be  given  by  Sheriffe 
for  the  due  execution  of  their  trust,  and  prescribing  a  time  for 
their  returns  on  writs  of  fieri  facias /  "  was  read  the  third  time 
by  paragraphs  and  passea  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  delivered  him  by  a  member  of  that  House, 
which  was  read,  as  follows: 
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In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  A.  M.,  Oct.  28,  1788. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  intend  to  conclude  the  present  ses- 
sion this  evening  by  adjourning  the  same  to  a  distant  day. 

J  AS.  BOOTH,  Crk  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Ridgely  laid  upon  the  table  a  petition  of  James  Rumsey, 
of  the  State  of  Virginia,  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tames,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  returned  the  bill  entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  directing  the  manner  and  form  of  securities  to  be  given 
by  Sheriffs  for  the  due  execution  of  their  trust,  and  prescribing  a 
time  for  their  returns  on  writs  of  fieri  facias  "  concurred  in  by 
that  House. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Raymond,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  returned  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  time, 
places  and  manner  of  holding  an  election  for  a  Representative  of 
this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  for  appoint- 
ing Electors,  on  the  part  of  this  State,  for  choosing  a  President 
and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,' '  with  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto  by  Council  acceded  to  by  that  House,  to  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council;  which  said  bill  was  com- 
pared and  signed  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  said  bill,  and  also  deliver  the  other  engrossed  bill,  to 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker  thereof. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  P.  M.,  Oct.  24,  1788. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
the  Great  Seal  to  the  following  laws: 
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i.  "An  act  directing  the  time,  places  and  manner  of  holding 
an  election  for  Representative  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  appointing  Electors,  on  the  part  of 
this  State,  for  choosing  a  President  and  Vice-President  of  die 
United  States ;" 

2.  "A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  directing  the 
manner  and  form  of  securities  to  be  given  by  Sheriffs  for  the  due 
execution  of  their  trust,  and  prescribing  a  time  for  their  returns 
on  writs  of  fieri  facias.*  " 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

In  Council,  eodem  die,  read  and  concurred  in. 

Then  the  Council  allowed  the  following  accounts: 

To  the  Hon.  George  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Speaker,  for  10 

days'  attendance  in  Council  and  mileage,    .    .    .  £    11  12  o 

To  Gunning  Bedford,  Jun.,  Esq.,  for  7  do.  do.,     .    .  6  14  o 

To  Thomas  Kean,  Esq.,  5  do.  do., 5    5  o 

To  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esq.,  8  do.  do., 6  100 

To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  7  do., 44<> 

To  John  Cook,  Esa.,  7  do.  do., 4  150 

To  Nicholas  Ridgely,  Esq.,  7  do., 4    4  o 

To  Daniel  Polk,  Esq.,  7  do.  do., 640 

To  John  E.  Clayton,  for  9  days  and  paper,     ....  642 

To  Benj.  Crooks,  Doorkeeper,  6  days'  attendance,   .  250 

To  Mrs.  Battell,  for  the  use  of  a  room, 2  12  6 

£60    9  8 

Resolved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the 
above  sums,  and  that  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Whereupon  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  accordingly. 

The  Doorkeeper  delivered  to  the  Speaker  a  notice  of  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  12th  of  January  next,  and 
Council  adjourned  to  the  same  time. 
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MEMBERS'  NAMES. 


FOR  NEW  CASTLE  COUNTY : 
Nicholas  Vandyke,     Gunning  Bedford,    Thomas  Kean. 

FOR  KENT  COUNTY : 
John  Baning,  John  Cook,  Nicholas  Ridgely. 

FOR  SUSSEX  COUNTY: 
Isaac  Horsey,  Daniel  Polk,  George  Mitchell. 
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VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  JANUARY,  1789. 


Dover,  January  12,  1789. 

Divers  of  the  members  met,  but  the  number  not  being  a 
quorum,  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Saturday,  the  17th  of 
January  following. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  January  17,  1789. 

Council  met.  Present,  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Cook, 
Mr.  Ridgely,  and  Mr.  Horsey. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  during  the  present  sessions  the  door  of  Council 
shall  be  open  for  the  admission  of  all  orderly  persons  without  the 
bar  of  Council. 

Mr.  Ridgely  laid  before  the  Council  a  memorial  of  Dr.  James 
Sykes,  praying  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  him  to  bring  into 
this  State  certain  negroes,  which,  by  the  testament  and  last  will 
of  Robert  Goldsborough,  Esq.,  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  were 
bequeathed  him;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  Mr.  Ridgely, 
Mr.  Cook,  and  Mr.  Baning,  to  report  thereon. 
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The  petitions  from  James  Rums 
ed  with  sundry  other  papers  relati 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  refe 
dyke,  and  Mr,  Horsey,  to  report 

Mr,  Coombs,  a  member  of  the  ] 
ted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  \ 
the  importation  of  convicts  into 
Secretary  of  Congress,  of  the  17 
President  of  this  State,  and  a  reco 
the  16th  of  the  same  month,  up 
founded ;  which  were  severally  rea 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  the  1 
ted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  1 
the  6th  June,  1 78S,  which  was  res 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assemi 

I  have  directed  the  Secretary  tc 
mation,  a  circular  letter  from  the 
of  the  17th  of  May  last,  and  a  let 

fress,   of  the   12th  of  the  same 
"hese  papers  I  would  wish  to  hav 
perused  by  your  honors,  as  I  pu 
general  information  of  the  citizens 

As  I  am  persuaded  that  the  jus 
tend  to  compensate  for  services 
servants  of  the  public,  I  beg  lea 
that  no  provision  is  made  for  vark 
performed  by  the  Secretary  of  t 
which  considerable  expenses  mu 
him. 

There  are  also  many  contingenl 
administration  of  Government,  su< 
postage  of  public  letters,  <&c, ,  wl 
to  prevent  the  inconvenience  whic 

I   am   therefore  under  the  ne< 
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honors  the  justice  and  propriety  of  making  such  provision  in 
these  respects  as  you  may  deem  consistent  with  your  wisdom, 
and  most  honorable  and  beneficial  to  the  State. 

June  6,  1788.  THOS.  COLLINS. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  following  message  from 
the  President,  together  with  the  several  letters  and  their  enclo- 
sures therein  referred  to,  which  were  severally  read: 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

During  your  late  recess,  the  following  public  letters  have  been 
received  by  me,  which  I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  communi- 
cate to  you,  with  their  inclosures,  to  wit:  from  the  Convention  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  of  the  26th  of  July  last ;  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  of  the  28th  of  June,  and  from 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  State,  of  the  20th  of  November; 
from  the  President  of  the  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  of  the 
1 2th  and  24th  of  August;  and  from  the  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  South  Carolina,  of  the  24th  of  May  last. 

The  Secretary  will  also  lay  before  your  honors  a  printed  copy 
of  the  journals  of  Congress,  from  the  20th  of  August  last  to  tne 
end  of  the  federal  year. 

As  it  does  not  appear  from  the  journals  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly that  any  provision  has  been  made  for  the  contingent  expen- 
ses of  government,  recommended  in  my  message  of  the  sixth 
day  of  June  last,  I  must  earnestly  entreat  the  attention  of  your 
honors  to  that  business.  And  upon  this  subject,  I  cannot  forbear 
to  observe  that  the  multiplicity  of  post-offices,  erected  upon  the 
state  road  to  Wilmington,  and  the  extravagant  rates  demanded 
for  the  portage  of  letters,  appear  burthensome  to  the  community. 
Under  what  authority  those  offices  are  instituted,  or  these  rates 
demanded,  I  am  unable  to  ascertain,  nor  will  my  present  indis- 
position permit  me  to  take  steps  for  that  purpose ;  but  I  conceive 
their  existence  to  be  an  evil  that  requires  legislative  inquiry  ;  and 
upon  this  business  perhaps  your  honors  can  obtain  information 
from  the  Post-Master  of  this  State,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  THOMAS  COLLINS. 

Belmont,  January  14,  1789. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Council  met. 

The  committee  appointed  on  t 
consider  the  bill  for  appointing  C 
Dover,  brought  in  their  report,  w) 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re 
for  appointing  John  Baning,  Eh 
Ridgely,  Esquires,  Commissioners 
for  other  purposes/'  be^  leave  fc 
clause  in  that  bill  for  selling  lots  ar 
but  all  of  the  other  clauses  shoul 
also  think  there  should  be  a  clause 
ascertaining  the  streets  that  have 
done  from  the  best  documents  to  t 
regulation  is  a  growing  evil,  and 
fewer  disputes  there  will  be. 

Read  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Ridgely,  fo 

altering  the  manner  of  levying  exei 
of  the  Peace  in  certain  cases,  an< 
Constables,  the  same  was  granted; 
Council  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  whi 

Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  prev 
into  this  State/'  was  read  the  seco 
consideration. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning, 
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Monday,  A.  M.,  January  19,  1789. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  mode  of  levying 
executions  to  be  issued  by  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  certain  cases, 
and  for  lessoning  the  number  of  Constables/ '  was  read  the  second 
time  and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met     Mr.  Polk  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  memorial  of  Doctor 
James  Sykes,  of  the  17th,  now  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

That  your  committee  have  taken  into  their  consideration  the 
law  of  this  State  entitied  "An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
slaves,  and  for  other  purposes,' '  and  being  satisfied  that  the  facts 
alleged  in  the  said  memorial  are  true,  do  now  report,  that,  in 
their  opinion,  a  supplementary  act  to  the  above  recited  law  should 
be  enacted,  extending  liberty  to  devisees  to  bring  into  this  State 
slaves  devised  to  them,  and  also  to  those  persons  within  this 
State  who  may  become  entitled  to  such  property  as  heirs  or  rep- 
resentatives to  any  person  or  persons  dying  intestate. 

By  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  manner  of  levying 
executions  to  be  issued  by  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  certain  cases, 
and  for  lessening  the  number  of  Constables,"  was  read  the  third 
time  by  paragraphs,  and,  being  amended,  passed  the  House.. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 
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The  bill  before  the  Council  in  the  session  of  June  last,  entitled 
'  'An  act  to  provide  for  the  appropriation  of  such  certificates  of 
depreciation  as  have  not  been  claimed  by  the  persons  justly  enti- 
tled to  receive  the  same,"  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Ridgely,  and  Mr.  Cook 
take  the  said  bill  into  consideration  and  report  thereon. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions  of  James 
Rumsey,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to, 
as  follows: 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined 
the  act  of  Assembly  for  granting  and  securing  to  John  Fitch  the 
sole  and  exclusive  right  of  making,  constructing,  and  employing 
the  steamboat  by  him  latety  invented,  for  a  limited  time,  and 
find  by  that  act  the  said  Fitch  hath  had  granted  to  him  the  sole 
and  exclusive  right  of  making,  constructing,  using,  employing, 
and  navigating  all  and  every  species  or  kind  of  boat  or  water 
craft  which  may  be  impelled,  urged  or  driven  through  the  water 
by  the  application,  force,  or  agency  of  steam  or  fire,  applied 
in  any  manner  whatsoever.  That  during  the  operation  of 
that  act  they  do  not  think  it  right  that  Mr.  Fitch  should  be  de- 
prived of  the  benefits  of  it  without  a  hearing.  Your  committee 
propose  that  a  joint  committee  of  the  General  Assembly  should 
be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  parties  on  this  subject 
on  the  27th  instant,  the  said  Fitch  having  four  days  previous 
notice.  As  to  the  other  parts  of  Mr.  Rumsey's  petition,  to  have 
an  exclusive  right  in  the  application  of  steam  to  other  machine 
than  that  of  boats,  as  particularly  specified,  they  are  of  opinion 
he  should  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
admitted,  and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
incorporate  the  physicians  of  the  Delaware  State,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,"  and  a  paper  containing  two  amend- 
ments proposed  to  the  amendments  offered  by  Council  the  29th 
of  May  last  to  the  said  bill,  which  were  read,  and  a  further 
amendment  being  proposed  to  the  said  two  amendments  and 
agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  January  20,  1789. 
Council  met. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  appointed,  on  the  part  of 
Council,  as  a  joint  committee  to  hear  Mr.  Rumsey  and  Mr.  Fitch 
on  the  subject  of  the  steamboat,  on  the  27th  inst. 

The  members  appointed  on  the  part  of  Council,  are  Mr.  Van- 
dyke and  Mr.  Cook. 

Ordered>  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the 
report  of  the  committee,  by  Mr.  Ridgely,  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly for  concurrence. 

Agreeable  to  leave  given,  a  bill  was  presented  and  read,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  creating  original  jurisdiction  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  State  in  certain  cases,  to  prevent  the  removal  of 
suits  from  the  County  Court  of  Common  Pleas  after  issue  is 
joined  therein,  and  to  prevent  the  abatement  of  suits." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeable  to  leave  given  upon  the  memorial  of  Doctor  James 
Svkes,  a  bill  was  laid  before  Council  and  read,  entitled  "A  sup- 
plement to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
slaves,  and  for  other  purposes." 

By  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  a 
third  time  by  paragraphs,  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  transcribed  and  sent,  together 
with  the  memorial  upon  which  it  is  founded,  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  consideration  and  concurrence. 

The  communication  from  the  Auditor,  of  the  4th  of  June,  1788, 
was  read,  and  an  amendment  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendment  be  transcribed  and  sent  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Vining,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  returned  the  resolution  of  the  Council  upon  the  petitions 
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of  James  Rumsey,  disagreed  to,  the  several  papers  which  ac- 
companied the  same,  and  delivered  to  the  Speaker  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read: 

Resolution  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  upon  the  pe- 
titions of  James  Rumsey,  instead  of  the  resolution  offered  by  the 
Council: 

Resolved^  That  Thursday,  the  29th  day  of  this  month,  be 
assigned  for  hearing  James  Rumsey  and  John  Fitch,  before  the 
General  Assembly,  at  Dover,  on  the  subject  of  the  steamboat ; 
that  both  Houses  meet  for  that  purpose  at  the  time  aforesaid,  in 
the  Council  Chamber;  and  that  James  Rumsey,  or  his  agent, 
give  to  the  said  John  Fitch  four  days  previous  notice  of  this  reso- 
lution. 

Whereupon 

Resolved,  That  Council  concur  in  the  said  resolution. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the  importation  of  con- 
victs into  this  State,"  was  read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs, 
and  several  amendments  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  consideration. 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  returned  the  communication  from  the  Auditor,  as 
amended  by  Council,  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  deliver  to  the  State  Treasurer  a  copy 
of  the  aforesaid  communication. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Wednesday,  January  21,  1789. 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Bishop,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  Auditor's  Report  of  this  day, 
which  was  read,  stating  that  there  is  due  to  Capt.  Robert  Kirk- 
wood  the  sum  of  fifty-eight  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  two  pence, 
thus  acted  upon: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  A.  M.,  January  21,  1789,  read, 
considered,*  and  agreed  to. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  Cl'k  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Cooper,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  returned  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the  impor- 
tation of  convicts  into  this  State/ '  together  with  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto  by  Council,  all  of  which,  except  the  fourth  and 
fifth,  were  rejected. 

The  Council  then  took  into  consideration  the  1st,  2d,  3d  and 
6th  amendments,  and  upon  the  question  to  recede  from  the  first 
amendment,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Council  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  second,  third  and  sixth 
amendments,  and  upon  the  question  to  adhere  to  the  same,  it 
unanimously  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered^  That  the  aforesaid  paper  of  amendments  be  sent  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  reconsideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ridgely  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  payment  of  money  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  for  a  limited  time,  the  same  was  granted ;  whereupon  he 
laid  before  the  House  a  bill  for  that  purpose;  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Council  met. 

On  motion ,  ordered,  that  Mr,  V 
Cook  be  a  committee  to  prepare 
the  fees  of  the  different  officers  of 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  the  He 
and  returned  the  bill  entitled  **Ar 
of  convicts  into  this  State,*1  and  tl 
companied  with  the  following  reso 

In  the  House 
We 

Mr,  Ridgely,  a  member  of  the 
turned  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
convicts  into  this  State,1  J  with  th« 
2d,  3d  and  6th  of  which  the  Coun 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  tx 
confer  on  the  subject  of  the  sai 
report  thereon. 

The  members  appointed  on  th 
Vming-,  Mr.  Porter,  and  Mr.  Jam< 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

JAS. 

Read,  considered,  and  disagree' 

The  Auditor's  Report,  of  this  d 
Robert  Kirk  wood,  was  read,  and  i 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  ret 
the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr,  Wright,  a  member  of  the  H 
ted  and  delivered  a  bill  entitled  l\ 
of  James  Hathaway  with  Mary,  hi 
tion  and  sundry  other  papers  upon 
which  were  read. 
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The  said  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  third  time,  by 
paragraphs,  and  an  amendment  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  same,  together  with  the  resolution  for  ap- 
pointing a  committee  of  conference,  be  returned  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  January  22,  1789. 
Council  met. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Council  laid  before  the  Speaker  the  Anditor*s 
report  upon  the  accounts  of  Capt  Robert  Kirkwood,  and  the 
amendment  of  Council  acceded  to. 

Mr.  Cook  laid  before  the  Council  a  petition  from  Gersham 
Johnson,  with  sundry  other  papers;  which  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.  Mr.  Bedford  and  Mr.  Kean  appeared  in  Council 
and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  a  bill,  which  was  read,  entided  "An  act  to  grant 
to  Joseph  Anderson  and  Matthias  Kerlin,  Jr.,  an  exclusive  right 
to  keep  stage  carriages  on  the  public  post-road  leading  through 
the  State  of  Delaware  between  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and  the 
Town  of  Baltimore,"  and  the  petition  upon  which  the  said  bill  is 
founded. 
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Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  message  from  the  House  of 
Assembly,  which  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

A  Message  to  the  Council  from  the  House  of  Assembly. 
Gentlemen : 

The  message  received  from  your  honorable  house,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  this  house,  proposing  a  committee  of  conference 
relative  to  a  depending  bill,  has  highly  astonished  and  alarmed 
us. 

The  circumstance  of  rejecting  a  proposal  from  either  house,  to 
confer  with  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  other,  for  the 
purpose  of  mutual  communication  and  information,  we  conceive 
to  be  equally  unprecedented  in  form,  and  dangerous  in  its  politi- 
cal tendency.  We  do  not  mean  to  engage  in  a  mere  altercation 
about  form  ;  we  are  only  sorry,  in  the  present  instance,  that  we 
are  obliged  to  complain  of  an  infringement  of  a  legislative  and 
parliamentary  custom. 

When  two  branches  of  legislature  are  so  constructed  as  to 
make  a  concurrence  constitutionally  requisite,  in  order  to  effect 
public  business,  and  are  so  organized  as  to  operate  as  reciprocal 
checks  upon  each  other,  frequent  communications  are  often 
essential.  Such  communications,  we  apprehend,  are  regularly 
to  be  accomplished  by  committees  of  conference,  appointed  by 
the  respective  houses.  The  reason  and  expediency  of  appoint- 
ments of  this  nature  are  too  cogent  and  obvious  now  to  be  en- 
larged upon. 

The  message  received  from  your  honorable  house  has  left  us, 
with  respect  to  the  bill  at  present  in  controversy,  without  alter- 
native. We  cannot,  as  we  conceive,  consistent  with  the  sacred 
duty  which  we  owe  to  our  constituents  and  to  ourselves,  concur 
in  the  amendments  offered  to  us,  without  further  information 
from  your  honorable  house.  This  information,  at  least  in  the 
usual  way,  you  have  denied  us. 

Admitting  that  the  Council  have  an  absolute  and  constitutional 
right  of  rejecting  any  proposals  which  may  be  made  by  this 
house,  we  cannot  help  expressing  our  regret  and  surprise,  that 
the  exercise  of  the  power  was  not  reserved  for  an  occasion  more 
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weighty  and  important  than  the  one  which  now  engages  our 
attention  ;  and  we  are  equally  sorry,  that  the  urgent  business  of 
the  State  should  be  obstructed  by  delays,  which  we  conceive 
might  have  been  avoided,  but  have  now  become  indispensible. 

The  preservation  of  that  dignity  which  each  house  owes  to  itself, 
and  relatively  to  each  other,  we  take  to  be  the  surest  means  of 
preserving  the  harmony  so  necessary  in  all  deliberative  assem- 
blies, and  so  essential  to  the  discharge  of  our  respective  duties. 

Should  your  honorable  house  concur  with  us  in  the  ideas  which 
we  have  now  addressed  to  you,  and  agree  to  reconsider  your 
message  of  yesterday,  we  shall  rejoice  in  the  prospect  of  a 
system  of  confidence,  and  an  honorable  discharge  of  the  duties 
intrusted  to  us ;  but  should  you,  on  the  other  hand,  persevere  in 
a  line  of  conduct  so  different  from  the  one  heretofore  pursued,  we 
have  only  to  lament,  that  one  of  the  most  useful  purposes  for 
which  two  branches  of  the  legislature  were  created,  "That  of 
uniting  their  wisdom  and  councils  for  the  general  benefit  of  the 
State,     must  necessarily  be  destroyed. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Dover,  22d  January,  1789.  JEHU  DAVIS,  Speaker. 

The  memorial  of  Joseph  Anderson  and  Matthias  Kerlin  was 
presented  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  grant  Joseph  Anderson  and  Mat- 
thias Kerlin,  Jr.,  an  exclusive  right  to  keep  stage  carriages  on 
the  public  post-road,  &c.,M  was  read  a  second  time  and  unani- 
mously rejected. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  and  the  several  papers  which  ac- 
companied the  same,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  bill  entitled  '  'An  act  to  prevent  the  payment  of  any  money 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  a  limited  time,"  was 
read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  creating  original  jurisdiction  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  &c.,"  was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred 
for  further  consideration. 
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On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bedford  be  added  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  fees. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  message  be  transcribed  and  sent 
to  the  House  of  Assembly: 

An  Answer  from  the  Council  to  a  Message  from  the 

House  of  Assembly. 
Gentlemen: 

The  Council  have  taken  into  consideration  the  message  this 
afternoon  received  from  your  honorable  House,  and  are  truly 
surprised  that  the  exercise  of  a  right  so  clearly  established  should 
become  a  matter  of  astonishment  and  alarm.  Where  rights  are 
defined  and  well  ascertained,  we  conceive  a  precedent  unneces- 
sary to  justify  us  in  our  conduct,  should  that  be  wanting;  but 
we  are  not  without  even  that  authority. 

Had  your  honorable  House  given  a  single  reason  for  your 
rejection  of  the  amendments  proposed  by  Council,  we  should 
perhaps  have  thought  a  conference  more  eligible  than  we  did. 
Extraordinary  modes  of  legislation  should  not  be  adopted  but 
on  extraordinary  occasions.  The  object  of  the  bill,  even  in  the 
most  perfect  state  it  could  have  been  formed,  was  certainly  not 
worth  the  time  that  had  fruidessly  been  spent  on  it  previous  to 
your  proposal  for  a  conference,  much  less  to  waste  more  without 
a  certainty  of  agreement. 

Council  are  not  so  very  tenacious  of  former  opinions  as  obsti- 
nately to  adhere  to  them  could  they  be  satisfied  they  were  wrong; 
but  until  this  is  done  they  think  they  should  be  wanting  in  duty 
to  their  constituents  to  recede  from  them  and  to  permit  estab- 
lished privileges  of  Council  to  be  infringed. 

We  lament  exceedingly  that  your  honorable  House  should 
suffer  the  harmony  of  the  Legislature  to  be  interrupted  on  so 
trifling  an  occasion,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  the  most  useful 
purposes  for  which  two  branches  of  the  Legislature  were  created 
may  not  be  destroyed. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Council, 

GEORGE  MITCHELL,  Speaker. 

Dover,  January  22d,  1789. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Auditor's  report  upon  the  accounts  of  Capt. 
Kirkwood  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Kean. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  January  23,  1789. 

Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
for  creating  original  jurisdiction  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
State  in  certain  cases,  and  to  prevent  the  removal  of  suits  from 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  after  issue  is  joined  therein,  and  to 
prevent  the  abatement  of  suits/'  and  some  time  being  spent 
therein,  the  same  was  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  provide  for 
such  certificates  as  have  not  been  claimed  by  persons  justly  enti- 
tled to  the  same,  beg  leave  to  report:  That  they  have  considered 
the  same  and  are  of  opinion  it  should  not  be  passed,  because  it 
will  draw  into  dispute  tne  right  of  depreciation  certificates,  which 
we  think  hath  already  been  regulated  by  former  laws,  except  so 
far  as  the  same  relates  to  cases  where  this  State  hath  not  received 
credit  for  the  same  by  the  United  States. 

Read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Vining,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Speaker  a  message,  which  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows: 

M7 
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A  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  in  answer  to  a 
Message  from  the  Council. 

Gentlemen : 

The  House  of  Assembly  have  received  the  message  from  your 
honorable  house,  and  still  adhere  to  the  idea  that  their  rejection 
of  the  proposed  committee  of  conference,  as  made  by  this  house, 
was  of  the  first  impression.  We  conceive  that  Council  have  not 
taken  the  proper  discrimination  between  a  constitutional  right, 
which  we  admitted,  and  the  breach  of  a  parliamentary  custom  of 
which  we  complained. 

The  House  of  Assembly  remain  yet  to  be  convinced,  that  a 
precedent,  similar  in  its  nature,  has  ever  existed,  or  has  ever  been 
exercised  by  either  the  House  of  Assembly  or  the  Council,  pre- 
vious to  the  present  instance.  Upon  this  occasion  the  House 
of  Assenbly  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  attention  of  the  hon- 
orable Council  the  several  messages  which  passed  between  the 
Houses  in  the  May  session  of  1786,  where  they  will  find  the 
points  at  present  in  controversy  fully  ascertained  and  explained. 

As  to  the  supposed  insignificance  of  the  bill  now  in  question, 
it  only  furnishes  us  with  an  instance,  that  even  on  trifling  occa- 
sions, encroachments  may  be  made  by  one  House  on  the  accus- 
tomed privileges  of  the  other ;  and  besides,  it  is  a  respect  in  our 
judgments  due  to  any  bill  originating  in  either  House,  that  it 
should  not,  unless  rejected  in  the  usual  way,  be  entirely  lost ;  the 
adoption  of  the  rights  now  claimed  establishes  this  dangerous 
precedent. 

If  your  honorable  House  will  only  consider  the  progressive 
state  of  this  business,  they  will  find  that  not  only  custom,  but 
parliamentary  propriety,  suggests  abundant  argument  why  the 
reasons  of  adhering  to  their  several  amendments  should  have 
been  communicated  to  this  House,  either  by  way  of  message  or 
by  means  of  a  committee  of  conference  ;  otherwise  any  bill,  even 
of  the  utmost  importance,  might  be  eventually  lost,  without  such 
satisfactory  information  as  might  respectively  induce  the  different 
Houses  to  recede  from  error  or  to  have  passed  a  salutary  law. 

Under  the  firmest  persuasion  therefore,  that  the  reasons  of 
rejection  should  have  preceded  the  disagreement  of  Council  to 
the  conference,  we  trust  that,  let  the  sentiments  of  Council  be  ever 
so  well  established  as  to  their  right,  they  will  be  cautious  of 
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drawing  into  precedent  a  principal  which  in  its  effects  may  defeat 
the  wisest  purposes  of  legislation. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Dover,  January  22d,  1789.  JEHU  DAVIS,  Speaker. 

Mr.  Bedford  laid  before  the  Council  a  petition  of  John  Fitch, 
of  Philadelphia,  which  was  read,  praying  that  the  application  of 
James  Rumsey  may  not  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  the  exclu- 
sive right  heretofore  granted  to  him. 


Ordered^  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  Joint  Committee  of  Finance  made  their  r 
ad  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


The  Joint  Committee  of  Finance  made  their  report,  which  was 
read  and  agreed  to. 


Saturday,  P.  M.,  January  24,  1789. 
Council  met     Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  26th,  1789. 

Council  met     Absent,  Mr.  Polk. 

By  special  order,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the  pay- 
ment of  any  money  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Council  met 

The  Committee  appointed  to  pr< 
revising  the  fees  of  the  different 
before  Council  entitled  "An  act  i 
fees,"  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  a  member  of 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Ch 
20th  October,  1788,  upon  a  letter 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  A 
the  said  N.  Mitchell,  with  a  report 
were  read. 

The  same  member  also  deliv< 
which  was  read: 

In  the  House  of  7 

The  House  of  Assembly  took  i 
the  Auditor,  dated  the  20th  of  Oct 
Nathaniel  Mitchell,  Esq.;  and  all 
upon  the  memorial  of  the  said  N. 

Resolved,  That  there  was  due  1 
attendance  as  Delegate  from  this  S 
day  of  December,  1787,  to  the  12 
his  traveling  charges,  ^360,  of  wl 
that  there  is  due  to  him  the  sum  o 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

Read  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-mor 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  January  27,  1789. 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Holland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  delivered  the  following  message,  which  was  read: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  January  26,  1789. 
On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  of  Finance  make  a  com- 
plete adjustment  of  the  Loan  Office  accounts  of  Kent  County 
and  report  the  same. 

Sent  for  concurrence.  JAS.  BOOTH,  C.  H.  A. 

Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  returned  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the  payment 
of  any  money  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,"  rejected. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  upon 
the  report  of  their  committee  on  the  accounts  of  N.  Mitchell, 
Esq.,  and  the  several  papers  accompanying  the  same,  be  re- 
turned. 

Ordered,  That  Council  concur  in  the  order  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  the  complete  adjustment  of  the  Loan  Office  ac- 
counts, and  that  the  same  be  returned  by  Mr.  Kean. 

A  remonstrance  and  petition  from  several  of  the  clergymen  of 
the  Episcopal  and  Presbyterian  churches  was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Council  met. 

A  memorial  and  remonstrance 
State  was  read,  which,  with  the 
noon,  was  referred  to  a  committ 
The  members  appointed  are  Mr. 
Horsey. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  re 
was  read  a  second  time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  bill 
paragraphs,  and  passed  the  Hous 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  tra 
of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-moi 


Wednesday 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  n 

Mr.  Raymond,  a  member  of  ti 
mitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chai 
to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  pre 
and  for  other  purposes/  "  concuri 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  engrc 

The  same  member  also  delivere 
cil,  a  bill  entitled  "An  additiona 
entitled  'An  act  to  prevent  the 
other  purposes;'  "  and  thirteen  ar 
entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  n 
be  issued  by  Justices,  &c. ;    and  t 
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The  Council  proceeded  to  consider  the  aforesaid  amendments, 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  postponed  the  same  to  this 
afternoon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  additional  supplementary  act  to  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves,  and  for 
other  purposes,'  "  was  read. 

By  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for 
further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  this  forenoon,  the  Council  resumed 
the  consideration  of  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  altering  the  manner  of  levying  executions  to  be 
issued  by  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  certain  cases,  and  for  lessening 
the  number  of  Constables,"  and  the  question  being  put  to  agree 
to  the  said  bill,  as  amended,  and  the  yeas  and  nays,  required  by 
Mr.  Bedford,  are  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Ridgely,  Mr.  Horsey,  Mr. 
Polk. 

Nays — Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Bedford,  Mr.  Kean. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled 
'  'An  additional  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves,  and  for  other  purposes/  " 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  last  enacting  clause  was 
referred  to  Mr.  Ridgely,  Mr.  Vandyke,  and  Mr.  Polk,  to  report 
thereon. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Thursday 
Council  met, 

Mr,  Bishop,  a  member  of  the  He 
ted  and  delivered  the  following  pape 
from  Dyre  Kearney  to  the  Speaker 
his  accounts,  and  the  report  of  the 
following  resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  o 
Wednesday 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re 
Kearney,  Esq.,  and  the  Auditor's  r 
upon  the  accounts  of  the  said  Dyr 
report,  which  was  read,  and  thereuj: 

Resolved \  That  there  was  due  to  1 
for  his  attendance  as  a  Delegate  j 
from  the  1 8th  day  of  January,  1788 
following,  including  his  traveling 
has  received  ^300,  and  that  there  is 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Shipley, 
ham,  was  read,  praying  relief  frorr 
the  better  regulation  of  the  roads  in 

Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  n 
additional  supplementary  act  to  an  £ 
the  exportation  of  slaves,  and  for 
their  report,  which  was  read  and  ag 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to 
mentioned  bill,  and  some  amendtne 
that  the  same  be  transcribed  and  se; 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met 

The  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly  met  in  the  Council 
Chamber  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  for  hearing  James 
Rumsey  and  John  Fitch  on  the  subject  of  tne  steamboat. 

A  petition  from  James  Rumsey,  by  his  agent,  Joseph  Barnes, 
was  read,  praying  that  he  may  be  heard  by  counsel  on  the  busi- 
ness aforesaid  in  case  Mr.  Fitch  should  be  indulged  with  that 
privilege. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  parties  be  heard  either  by  counsel  or 
personally,  at  their  election,  but  that  they  be  restricted  so  that 
neither  party  may  be  permitted  to  speak  more  than  twice  upon 
the  main  subject,  and  not  oftener  upon  a  collateral  point. 

Whereupon  the  General  Assembly,  having  heard  James  Rum- 
sey by  Joshua  Fisher,  his  counsel,  and  Richard  Wells,  on  the 
behalf  of  John  Fitch,  and  also  the  said  Joshua  Fisher  in  reply, 
both  Houses  separated,  and  Council  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  January  30,  1789. 

Council  met,  and  having  taken  into  consideration  the  subject 
in  dispute  between  Mr.  Rumsey  and  Mr.  Fitch  proceeded  as 
follows: 

Whereas,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  a  power 
is  reserved  to  the  General  Government  to  promote  the  progress 
of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  limited  times,  to 
authors  and  inventors  the  exclusive  right  of  their  respective 
writing  and  discoveries;  and  as  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  in  full  operation  in  this  State  by  eleven  States  having 
acceded  thereto,  tnis  State  being  one;  therefore 
148 
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Resolved,  That  the  application  oi 
sive  privilege  of  making  and  using 
invented  by  him,  be  referred  to  tn 
for  decision. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

The  petition  from  Thomas  Shir 
S  ted  ham,  was  referred  to  a  commv 
members  are  Mr,  Cook,  Mr.  Vand> 

Adjourned  to  3  o1  clock. 


Council  met. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  ref 
Shipley,  Caleb  Seal,  and  Joseph  St 
leading  from  Christiana  Ferry  to  B 
and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  hi 
the  purpose  of  vacating  the  said  rcw 
their  petition,  at  the  next  sessions  o 
that  the  petitioners  give  public  not 
Wilmington  newspapers,  at  least  si 
sessions  of  the  Legislature,  by  con 
weeks,  in  order  that  any  persons  1 
may  then  be  heard. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  to  o'clock  to-morn 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  January  31,  1789. 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Holland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read: 

In  the  House  of  AssEMBLYi 

Friday,  A.  M.,  January  31,  1789. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  intention  of  this  House  to  conclude 
the  present  sessions  on  Monday  evening,  by  adjourning  the  same 
to  a  distant  day. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH,  C  H.  A. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  bill  entitled  "An  addi- 
tional supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  prevent 
the  exportation  of  slaves,  and  for  other  purposes,'  "  with  two 
amendments,  which  were  read  and  deferred  for  further  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  prayed  leave  to 
resign  his  seat  in  the  Cnair,  which  was  granted. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  Mr. 
Vandyke  was  unanimously  chosen  and  took  his  seat. 

Council  having  taken  into  consideration  the  amendments  pro- 
posed to  the  bill  entitled  "An  additional  supplementary  act  to  an 
act  entitled  'An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves,  &c.,'  " 
proposed  divers  amendments  thereto. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  considera- 
tion. , 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  from  Thomas  Shipley,  Caleb  Seal, 
and  Joseph  Stedham,  and  the  resolution  of  the  Council  thereon, 
be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 
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Mr  Bishop,  a  member  of  the  He 
ted  and  delivered  the  bill  entitled 
establishing  fees/1  with  two  amend 
taken  into  consideration,  and  two  1u 
posed,  ordered  that  the  same  be  ret 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Council  met. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  the  Ho 
ted  and  returned  the  petition  of 
and  Joseph  Stedham,  with  the   r€ 
acted  upon: 

11  In  the  House  of  Assembly,  Jan 
curred  in.TI 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of 
admitted  and  returned  the  bill  en 
and  establishing  fees/*  and  the  pap 

Ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  Council  having  taken  into  c 
the  House  of  Assembly  upon  the  J 
counts  of  Dyre  Kearney, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  corn 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resoluti 
the  same,  be  returned  to  the  Housi 

The  committee  appointed  to  co 
Loan  Office  accounts  of  Kent  Cot 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  as  f 
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Simon    W.   Wilson,  Loan   Officer  of  Kent  County,  in  account 
with  the  Delaware  State, 


DR. 

To  monies  received  on  the  emission  of  1746,  . 

' 1759.  • 

1776,  . 
1785,  . 

•  £   286  13    8 

•  527  10    7% 
696    0    3 

77  13    5 

£1587  »7  "H 

CR. 

By  monies  actually  let  out, £  393    6  nj£ 

By  3  years  and  9  months  salary,  @  £t>°  per  an.,        112  10    o 
By  cash  paid  E.  McComb,  for  the  redemption  of 

Bills  of  Credit, 50    6    2 

By  balance  due  the  Delaware  State,      1031  14  io# 

£1587  17  n# 

The  Committee  of  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  accounts 
of  S.  W.  Wilson,  Trustee  of  the  Loan  Office  of  Kent  County, 
for  a  final  settlement  with  that  officer,  beg  leave  to  report:  That 
they  have  examined  the  said  officer  in  order  to  make  him  a  party 
in  the  business,  and,  after  allowing  him  all  his  charges  against 
the  State,  find  a  balance  of  ^1031  :  14  :  io^  in  his  hands  unac- 
counted for. 

JOHN  COOK, 
NICHOLAS  RIDGELY, 

Members  of  Council. 

THOMAS  MONTGOMERY, 
JACOB  BROOM, 

OHN  VINING, 

OHN  GORDON, 
RHOADS  SHANKLAND, 
Dover,  Jan.  28,  1789.  Members  of  Assembly. 

Thus  acted  upon  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  January  28,  1789: 
Read,  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  C  H.  A. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock,  Monday  morning. 
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Monday, 


Council  met. 


Mr.  Polk,  a  member  of  the  Hous 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  1 
appointment  of  a  Trustee  for  the 
Kent,  within  this  State,  and  for  oth< 

Ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

Mr,  Holland,  a  member  of  the  H 
ted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bi 
j£i2t6oo  for  the  service  of  the  y 
arrearages  due  on  former  taxes, ' r  t* 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  same  member  returned  the  1 

of  Finance,  and  a  communication  1 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  so  f; 
censure  passed  upon  him,  may  be  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  the  Hou 

and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  repc 
read  and  postponed  to  this  afternoc 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
for  the  Loan-Office  of  the  County  c 
for  other  purposes/ p  was  read  a  £ 
further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Council  met. 

The  Council  took  into  consider 
the  following  amendment  being  f 
clause,  to  wit : 
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"And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
Trustees  of  the  Loan  Offices  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this 
State  to  permit  such  persons  who  have  not  renewed  their  mort- 
gages agreeable  to  the  said  recited  act  to  which  this  is  a  further 
additional  supplementary  act,  as  also  the  guardian  or  guardians 
of  such  minors  who  are  or  hereafter  may  be  lawful  to  the  equity 
of  redemption  in  any  land  mortgaged  in  the  respective  Loan 
Offices  of  this  State,  who  have  not  received  the  morteages  by 
and  with  the  approbation  of  the  Orphans'  Court  of  the  County  in 
which  such  guardian  or  minor  may  reside,  first  had  upon  a  full 
statement  to  the  said  Court  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April 
next,  on  the  payment  of  costs  upon  such  suits  as  have  been  insti- 
tuted and  not  brought  to  light  for  the  recovery  of  monies  due  on 
mortgage  deeds,  in  the  same  manner  and  upon  the  same  terms 
as  are  expressed  and  directed  in  other  cases  in  the  said  recited 
act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  and  that  any  mortgage  deed 
made  and  executed  by  such  guardian  or  guardians,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  renewal  of  the  former  mort- 
gage, and  be  as  binding  upon  the  estate  of  such  minors  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  the  former  mortgage  might  or  could 
have  been  ;  and  that  all  mortgages  so  renewed  shall  be  deemed 
the  first  lien  and  have  the  priority  of  all  judgments,  mortgages, 
and  other  incumbrances  whatsoever  obtained  or  had  since  the 
date  of  such  original  mortgages  so  hereafter  to  be  renewed.' ' 

The  question  on  the  same  being  moved,  the.  yeas  and  nays 
were  required  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  are  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Bedford,  Mr.  Kean,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr. 
Ridgely. 

Nays — Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Horsey,  Mr.  Polk. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  chair  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
read,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Monday,  P.  M.,  February  2d,  1789. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  call  upon  and  apply  to  Donaldson 
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Yeates,  EsqM  formerly  Deputy  Q 
State,  for  all  such  vouchers,  papers 
the  power  of  the  said  Donaldson  Y 
enable  this  State  to  obtain  a  credi 
United  States, 


Sent  for  concurrence. 


ja 


The  same  member  also  deliver 
which  was  read. 

In  the  House  of  Ass] 
On  motion, 

Resolved*  That,  at  the  conclusioi 
House  adjourn  to  the  Borough  of 
their  next  session  for  transaction  of 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

JAS.  B 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  i 
for  the  Loan -Office  of  the  County  o 
for  other  purposes/'  was  read,  an 
proposed  and  agreed  to,  ordered  1 
House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consi< 

The  Council  took  into  considers 
this  day,  and  the  same  being  read, 
posed  and  agreed  to,  ordered  that  t 
of  Assembly  for  consideration, 

The  bill  entided  "An  act  for  r 
1789,"  was  read  the  second  time  ar 
e  rat  ion. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  o 
empowering  the  Auditor  to  call  uf 
Yeates,  Esq.,  was  read  and  agreed 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  return 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrc 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  Feb.  3d,  1789. 

Council  met,  and  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  Auditor, 
and,  on  motion  to  strike  out  that  part  which  censures  his  conduct, 
the  same  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  raising  ^12,600  for  the  service  of  the  year  1789,  in  addition 
to  arrearages  on  former  taxes,' '  and  after  progress  made  therein 
adjourned  to  2  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  last  men- 
tioned bill  and  several  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  additional  sum  of  twenty-four  pounds  be 
allowed  to  the  sum  granted  (by  the  concurrent  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  and  Council  on  the  26th  of  January,  1789) 
Nathaniel  Mitchell,  Esq.,  for  his  traveling  expenses,  not  included 
in  the  allowance  made  by  the  said  resolution. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CI1  k  of  Assembly. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  compared,  viz:    A  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  regulating  and  establishing  fees  ;M  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  altering  the  manner  and  form  of  levying  executions  to 
be  issued  by  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  certain  cases,  and  for  lessen- 
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ing  the  number  of  Constables ;' '  and 
ment  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to 
slaves,  and  for  other  purposes.1  " 

Ordered^  That  the  several  foregoin 
of  Assembly  to  be  signed  by  the  Spe 

Mr.  Cannon,  a  member  of  the  H 
mitted  and  delivered  a  report  from  t 
Thomas  Montgomery  for  the  sum  c 

House. 

In  Council,  read  and  concurred  in, 

Council  took  into  consideration  tl 
respecting  an  adjournment  to  Wilr 
being  put,  "Do  the  Council. agree  tc 
in  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Cook  wait  on  1 
return  the  last  mentioned  resolution 
the  aforesaid  several  engrossed  bills,  t 

Resohed,  That  Mr.  Rid  gel  y  and  T 
of  Council  appointed  on  the  Joint 
allowed  for  seven  day's  attendance  o 
the  sum  of  five  pounds  five  shillings 
be  allowed,  for  mileage,  in  going  to  I 
ness,  the  sum  of  two  pounds  two  si 
be  also  allowed,  for  mileage  to  Lewes 
the  sum  of  two  pounds  and  fourteen  i 

Mr.  Montgomery,  a  member  of  A 
delivered  to  the  Council  several  engri 
the  Speaker,  which  said  bills  were  co; 
ingly. 

The  same  member  also  deliverer 
which  was  read,  viz; 

Ik  the  House  of  Assi 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  the  President  and 
the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  fol 
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i.  "An  act  entitled  'A  supplement  to  an  act  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  slaves;'  " 

2.  "An  additional  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act 
to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves,  and  for  other  purposes;'  " 

3.  "A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  calling  in  and 
destroying  such  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  virtue  of  any 
law  of  this  State,  passed  under  the  present  or  former  Government 
thereof,  as  are  now  outstanding,  and  for  other  purposes;'  " 

4.  "An  act  to  dissolve  the  marriage  of  James  Hathaway  with 
Mary,  his  wife;" 

5.  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Physicians  of  the  Delaware 
State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned;" 

6.  "An  act  for  altering  the  manner  of  levying  executions  to 
be  issued  by  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  certain  cases,  and  for  lessen- 
ing the  number  of  Constables." 

Concurred  in. 

Mr.  Raymond  was  admitted  and  delivered  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  raising  ^12,600,"  and  the  amendments  proposed 
by  Council  rejected,  and  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  to  the 
paper  of  amendments  from  the  Council,  which  was  read  and  de- 
ferred till  to-morrow  morning  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  Feb.  4,  1789. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  alter- 
ing the  place  of  holding  the  election  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  the 
same  was  granted;  whereupon  he  laid  before  the  Council  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  place  of  election      *        *        * 

[So  ends  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  for  the 
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year  1789.  The  minutes  of  the  I 
an  adjournment  sine  die  took  plac< 
The  General  Assembly  convened  £ 
pursuant  to  a  summons  of  Hon, 
House  of  Assembly,  upon  whom 
reason  of  the  decease  of  the  Presi< 
the  Vice* President  (Nicholas  Vane 
dated  May  27th,  Mr*  Davis  asks  1 
May  30th,  Joshua  Clayton  was  ele< 
term  of  three  years,  On  the  2d 
accepted  and  entered  upon  the  du 
lature  adjourned  sine  die  on  the  5I 

The  General  Assembly  met  in  3 
journed  on  the  24th  of  the  same 
January,  1790,  after  passing  two  u 

The  journal  of  the  Council  for 
found  among  the  State  papers 
minutes  for  other  years  were  collec 
it  is  learned  that  the  January  sessi 
month,  when  both  houses  adjourr 
the  amendments  to  the  Constituti 
posed  by  Congress  in  1 7S9  (excep 
"An  act  to  regulate  marriages, "  \ 
general  interest  that  passed.  Ge 
the  Council. 

The  General  Assembly  met,  in  I 
1790,  and  adjourned  on  the  26th  o 
uary,  1791.     George  Read  was  re< 
EiAn  act  directing  the  election  of 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stat< 

The  journal  of  the  January  ses 
the  28th  day,  is  missing,  except  a 
ceedings  of  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
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VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  JANUARY,  1791.* 


Saturday,  22d  January,  1791. 

The  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly  met,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  for  the  nomination  of  persons  out  of  whom  shall  be 
chosen,  by  ballot,  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  New  Castle. 

Mr.  Johnson  proposed  Alexander  Porter,  Esquire,  as  fourth 
Justice. 

Mr.  Ridgely  proposed  Thomas  McDonough,  Esq.,  as  second 
Justice. 

Mr.  James  proposed  Thomas  Robinson  as  third  Justice. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait  on 
and  inform  the  President  of  the  convention  of  the  two  Houses. 

The  committee  are  Mr.  Duff,  Mr.  Grantham,  Mr.  Bedford. 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Houses  separate  for  fifteen  minutes. 

[A  tally  kept  on  the  sheet  containing  the  above  minutes  indi- 
cates that  when  the  two  houses  reassembled  a  ballot  was  taken 
and  Thomas  McDonough  received  25  votes  as  second  Justice, 
Thomas  Robinson  25  votes  as  third  Justice,  and  Alexander  Por- 
ter 24  votes  as  fourth  Justice,  and  that  each  was  duly  elected.] 


*  See  note  on  page  1 188. 
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Council  assembled.     Present  as 

The  Committee  of  the  General  . 
instant,  presented  the  following  rej 

We,  a  committee  of  the  Gener; 
we  have  examined  and  counted 
the  Treasurer  of  the  State  and  pj 
they  amount  to  12,664^  dollarsr 
a  schedule,  specifying  their  numl 
the  Auditor,  may  be  particularl) 
same  were  burned  in  our  presence. 

NICH'S 


THOMA 
Membi 


28th  January,  1791. 


On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  MAr 
'An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation 
second  time  and  rejected. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "A 
a  part  of  the  public  road  or  highi 
Creek  to  Christiana  Ferry,  * i  was  r 
posed  thereto  was  agreed  to,  with 
posed  by  Council 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be 
sembly  by  the  Secretary;  which  w; 

Resoived^  That  no  more  account 
on  account  of  services  rendered, 
nished,  or  any  other  matter  or  thin 
viduals  against  this  State,  and  by 
States. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  be  furnished,  by  the  Secretary  of 
Council,  with  the  above  resolution. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the 
25th  instant,  respecting  the  claim  of  William  Killen,  Esquire, 
executor  of  Col.  John  Haslet,  deceased,  was  read  and  concurred 
in. 

Resolved,  That  if  upon  the  final  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
this  State  with  the  United  States,  Col.  Haslet's  estate  shall  not 
be  charged  with  any  interest  on  1,374^  dollars,  the  balance 
due  on  his  account  to  the  United  States,  this  State  will  cause 
such  interest  as  hath  already  been  paid  on  that  sum  to  be  re- 
turned in  final  settlement  certificates  to  the  executor  of  Colonel 
Haslet. 

Mr.  Batson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  present- 
ed a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  extending  the  time  for  the  first  pay- 
ment of  the  tax  for  the  service  of  the  year  i790,M  passed  by  the 
House  of  Assembly,  sent  for  concurrence.  Which  was,  by  order, 
read. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  supporting,  main- 
taining, and  keeping  in  good  order  the  bridge  over  Mispillion 
Creek,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned, ' '  was  read,  and 
two  amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  return  the  said  bill,  with  the 
amendments,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  concurrence; 
which  he  accordingly  did. 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  call  upon 
the  several  officers  within  this  State  in  whose  hands  Continental 
Bills  of  credit  and  final  settlement  certificates  belonging  to  this 
State  may  have  been  lodged,  and  receive  the  same  from  them, 
and  cause  the  same,  together  with  those  already  in  the  Treasury, 
to  be  placed  in  the  funds  of  the  United  States  in  the  name  of  the 
Delaware  State,  and  the  said  State  Treasurer  shall  report  his 
proceedings  thereon  to  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  ses- 
sions. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Cannon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  return- 
I50 
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ed  the  bill  entitled  "A  supplem 
Ferry  Marsh,' '  unanimously  reje 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of 
ioth  instant,  for  appointing  com 
acts  of  Assembly,  was  read  an 
sioner  appointed  on  the  part  of  C 

Mr.  Batson,  a  member  of  Asse 
ed  the  following  papers:    An  a 
Cannon,  late  of  Sussex  County, 
the  River  Nanticoke,  at  a  place 
Ferry;  which  was,  by  order,  rea 

The  same  member  also  retur 
dated  the  20th  January,  1791, 
thereto  by  the  House  of  Assem 
of  the  Auditor,  dated  18th  Jam 
which  was  proposed  thereto  by 
agreed  to  unanimously;  which 
on  motion,  Council  unanimou 
amendments. 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  wi 
delivered  by  the  Secretary  to  t 
concurrence;  which  was  done  ac 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M 


Council  assembled. 

On   motion,    Ordered^   That 
Nixon  be  and  they  are  hereby ; 
ures  to  have  fifty  copies  of  the 
house  printed,  from  October,   i 
elusive. 

Mr.  Grantham,  a  member  of  j 
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turned  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  vacate  and  make  void  a  part 
of  the  public  road  or  highway  leading  from  Brandywine  Creek  to 
Christiana  Ferry/'  with  an  additional  amendment  proposed 
thereto,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Council  ordered  said  bill  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  th%  Auditor,  dated  20th  instant,  was 
read,  and  an  amendment  being  proposed  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  House  of  Assembly,  ordered  that  the  same  be  re- 
turned to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  the  Secretary;  which  was 
done  accordingly. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled,  "An  act  for  extending  the  time 
for  the  first  payment  of  the  tax  for  the  service  of  the  year  1790/ ' 
was  read  a  second  time,  by  special  order,  by  paragraphs,  and 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  returned  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly by  the  Secretary;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Mr.  Snow,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
the  resolution  authorizing  the  State  Treasurer  to  fund  the  bills 
of  credit  and  certificates,  with  an  amendment  proposed  thereto, 
and  also  the  resolution  respecting  accounts  against  this  State, 
with  an  amendment  proposed  thereto;  which  amendments  were, 
on  motion,  acceded  to. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  8  o'clock.  • 


Saturday,  January  29th,  1791. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Mr.  Raymond,  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  returned  the  resolution  of  Council  respecting  the  execu- 
tor of  Col.  John  Haslet,  concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 
and  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  Ann  Ridgely  and 
Nicholas  Ridgely,  executors  of  Chas  Ridgely,  Esq.,  deceased,  to 
convey  unto  Daniel  Mifflin  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situate  in 
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Murderkill  Hundred,   Kent  Coiin 
proposed  thereto,  which  was,  on  r 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  the  F 
led  and  presented  for  concurrence 
to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  erecti 
Lewes  Creek,  from  the  Town  of  J 
Creek,  in  the  County  of  Sussex, « 

The  same  member  also  presen 
dated  January  20th,  1791,  with  tin 
by  the  House  of  Assembly,  adhe: 
following  resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  As: 
Friday 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
the  Constitution  of  the  Delaware  £ 
eds  and  altered,  according  to  the  1 
tution;  that  such  revision  shall  be 
Assembly;  and  that  this  resolutic 
deration  of  the  good  people  of  th 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  a 

Council  for  consideration  and  cone 

JAS. 

In  Council,  read  and  disagreed 

Mr.  Hayes  was  admitted  and  d« 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Hot 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  pro 

passed  this  session* 

On  motion,  The  bill  entitled  lV 
*An  act  for  erecting  a  bridge  an< 
from  the  Town  of  Lewes  to  the  C 
County  of  Sussex,1  "  was  read  a  s 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  n 
and  passed. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  returned  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, which  was  done  accordingly. 

The  Hon.  Alexander  Porter,  Esq.,  delivered  to  Council  his 
resignation  of  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  for 
the  Delaware  State,  which  was,  by  order,  read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Treasurer  be  directed  to  purchase 
one  hundred  tickets  in  the  lottery  for  finishing  the  Court  House 
in  the  town  of  Dover,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  which  tickets 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Auditor  before  the  drawing  of  said  lot- 
tery, he  giving  a  receipt  for  the  same  to  the  State  Treasurer, 
specifying  the  number  of  each  ticket,  and  the  Auditor  shall  enter 
the  same,  with  their  several  numbers,  on  the  book  of  his  office. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

Council  allowed  the  following  accounts: 

To  the  Honorable  Alexander  Porter,  Esq.,  for  27 

days'  attendance  and  mileage, £   26    40 

To  Gunning  Bedford,  Esq.,  for  21  days'  attendance 

and  mileage, 15     20 

To  Thomas  Kean,  Esq.,  for  10  days'  attendance  and 

mileage,      8  17  o 

To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  for  25  days'  attendance,     .    .        15    o  o 

To  Nicholas  Ridgely,  Esq.,  for  25  days'  attendance, .        15    o  o 

To  John  Gordon,  Esq.,  for  25  days'  attendance,    .    .        15    o  o 

To  George  Mitchell,  Esq.,  for  6  days'  attendance  and 

mileage,      660 

To  Isaac  Cooper,  Esq.,  for  27  days'  attendance  and 

mileage,      18  14  o 

To  Rhoads  Shankland,  Esq.,  for  21  days'  attendance 

and  mileage, 14  17  o 

To  Charles  Nixon,  for  25  days'  attendance  as  Secre- 
tary, and  engrossing, 25  12  ^ 

To  Thomas  Wilds,  for  25  days'  attendance  as  Ser- 

geant-at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper, 650 

To  Elizabeth  Battell,  for  the  use  of  the  Council  Cham- 
ber,              15    o  o 

£rii  17  9 
On  motion, 
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Resolved,  That  orders  be  drawn 
above  sums,  and  that  the  same  be 

Whereupon  orders  were  drawn 

Mr.  Cannon,  a  member  of  As* 
turned  the  resolution  authorizing  t 
tickets  in  the  lottery  for  the  use  0 
amendment  proposed,  viz: 

*'  Provided  a  sum  not  exceeding 
to  be  inserted  after  the  word  -  Stat' 

Which  amendment  was  read  ant 

On  motion,  Council  proceedec 
proposed  to  the  Auditor's  Report 
having  receded  from  their  propo 
the  following  amendment  propose' 
sembly,  viz: 

Dele  the  last  line  of  the  report  ai 
pounds/' 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  n 
amendment  acceded  to,  to  the  Ho 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Oliver,  a  member  of  Assei 
ered  the  following  resolution : 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or 
Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  foil* 

Council  adjourned  to  20th  Octol 

.* 

*  According  to  the  manuscript. 
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OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


SPECIAL  SESSION,  SEPTEMBER,  1791. 


Monday,  5th  September,  1791. 

Council  met  pursuant  to  the  summons  of  the  President  of  the 
State.  A  quorum  not  attending,  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  6th, 
P.  M. 


Tuesday,  6th,  P.  M. 

Council  assembled.  Present,  Mr.  Mitchell,  Speaker,  Mr.  Kean, 
Mr.  Ridgely,  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr.  Shankland,  and  Mr.  Cooper. 

The  Secretary  of  State  presented  the  following  message  from 
his  Excellency,  the  President,  viz: 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly: 

A  majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  this  State  having,  by 
several  address,  represented  to  me  that  a  speedy  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  would  be  productive  of  beneficial  effects  to  the  good 
people  of  this  State,  and  requested  the  Legislature  to  be  con- 
vened on  the  fifth  instant,  I  did,  therefore,  on  the  eighteenth  day 
of  August  last,  issue  writs  of  summons  for  that  purpose,  and  as  I 
have  no  public  business  which  reauires  your  immediate  attention, 
I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  you  those  addresses 
and  such  of  the  writs  as  have  been  returned  to  me. 
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The  Secretary  will  also  deliver  y 
laws  passed  at  the  third  session  of 
the  Senate  during  the  second  sessic 
resentatives  during  the  third  sessioi 

Dover,  Sept,  6,  1791. 

On  motion,  the  above  message, 
and  writs  therein  referred  to,  were  1 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  1 


Council  assembled.     Present  as  3 

A  petition,  signed  by  ten  perso 
Sussex,  praying  that  a  conventior 
general  election,  for  the  purpose  c 
Constitution,  or  for  framing  a  new  < 
to  the  Chair,  and,  on  motion,  read. 

Mr.  Grantham,  a  member  of  a 
delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 

In  the  House  of  Assembly  of 
Wednesday,  A 

1.  Resolved  unanimously,  That, 
alterations  and  amendments  of  the 
necessary  ;  and  that  the  same  shot 
as  may  be  best  adapted  to  the  end  ] 

And  whereas  governments  are  i 
alienable  rights  of  man,  and  the  p 
enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and  pr 
originates  from  the  people,  is  fount 
tended  solely  for  the  good  of  the 
pressly  declared  by  our  own  Bill  of 
ends  of  government  are  perverted, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  79 1 .  I  201 

endangered,  the  people  may,  and  of  right  ought,  to  establish  a 
new,  or  reform  the  old  government,"  from  which,  as  well  as 
from  the  nature  of  society,  and  the  principles  of  government,  it 
appears  that  the  people  have,  at  all  times,  an  inherent  right  to 
alter  and  amend  the  form  of  government,  in  such  manner  as  may 
appear  to  them  best  adapted  to  the  end  proposed  ;  and  whereas 
it  nas  been  found  from  experience,  that  the  great  and  important 
ends  of  government  are  not  effected  by  our  present  form  of  gov- 
ernment, and  that  the  general  departments  thereof  are  so  blend- 
ed together,  and  improperly  arranged,  as  to  prevent  an  impartial, 
beneficial,  and  energetic  operation  ;  and  whereas  the  burdens 
and  expenses  of  government  are  with  difficulty  borne,  and  in 
some  instances  the  present  form  is  contradictory  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  which  every  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture and  all  Executive  and  Judicial  officers  must  be  bound  by 
oath  or  affirmation  to  support ;  and  whereas,  by  the  thirtieth 
article  of  the  constitution  of  this  State,  the  power  of  revising  the 
same,  and  of  altering  and  amending  certain  parts  thereof,  is  ves- 
ted in  the  General  Assembly  ;  and  it  appears  to  this  House,  that 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  altering  and  amending  the  constitu- 
tion by  the  Legislature  would  not  be  productive  of  all  the  valua- 
ble purposes  intended  by  a  revision,  nor  be  so  satisfactory  and 
agreeable  to  our  constituents  ;  and  that  it  would  be  more  proper 
and  expedient  to  recommend  to  the  good  people  of  this  State  to 
choose  deputies  for  this  special  purpose,  to  meet  in  convention, 
it  is  therefore  further 

2.  Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  good  people  of 
the  several  Counties  of  this  State  to  choose  a  suitable  number 
of  deputies,  to  meet  in  convention,  for  the  purpose  of  revising, 
altering  and  amending  the  Constitution  of  this  State;  or,  if  they 
see  occasion,  for  forming  a  new  one  instead  thereof. 

3.  Resolved,  also,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  the 
said  Convention  consist  of  the  number  of  thirty  persons  ;,that  is 
to  say:  ten  for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  ten  for  the  County  of 
Kent,  and  ten  for  the  County  of  Sussex ;  and  be  chosen  on  the 
first  day  of  October  next,  in  the  same  manner,  by  the  same  per- 
sons, at  the  same  places,  and  under  the  same  regulations,  as  are 
directed  and  appointed  by  the  Election  Laws  of  this  State  ;  save 
that  the  names  of  the  persons  to  be  elected  deputies  shall  be 
written  on  pieces  of  paper  separate  from  those  containing  the 
legislative  represenatives  and  officers  then  to  be  elected,  and  put 
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into  separate  boxes  ;  and  that  th< 
convention  so  choosen ;  and  th 
meet  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty-ni 
the  Town  of  Dover. 

4,  Resolved,  That  it  be  and  it 
succeeding  House  of  Assembly 
penses  incurred  by  the  said  electi 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 
Sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion,  the  above  and  fc 
and  five  amendments,  being  prop 

Mr.  Batson,  a  member  of  the 
ted  and  presented  a  petition  fro 
with  a  bill  entided  "An  act  for  t 
his  issue  to  take  and  use  the  si 
the  last  will  and  testament  of  Jar 
by  the  House  of  Assembly,  sent 
on  motion,  read. 

Mr  Cannon,  a  member  of  As 
sented  the  following  resolution,  v 

In  the  House  of  Ass 

Resolvedt  That  the  President  < 
is  required  and  empowered  to  dc 
or  officers  of  this  State  any  cerl 
have  or  may  come  to  his  or  their 
of  this  month;  and  if  it  shall  appe 
and  expedient  that  the  same,  01 
subscribed  to  the  loan  of  the  Ui 

therein  as  to  him  may  seem  most 
■ 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  the  above  resolut 
agreed  to, 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'cloc! 
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Thursday,  8th  September,  1791,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

The  Secretary,  by  order,  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  resolution  respecting  the  public  securities,  concurred  in  by 
Council,  and  also  the  resolutions  for  altering  the  Constitution, 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  enabling  Francis  McMullan  and 
his  issue  to  take  and  use  the  surname  of  Gardner,  pursuant  to 
the  last  will  and  testament  of  James  Gardner,  deceased,"  was 
read  a  second  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  passed  Council. 

Ordered*  That  the  said  bill  be  returned  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

By  order,  the  Speaker  signed  a  writ  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of 
New  Castle  County,  authorizing  and  requiring  him  to  hold  an 
election  for  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  room  and 
stead  of  Alexander  Porter,  Esquire,  who  hath  accepted  his  ap- 
pointment of  fourth  Justice  in  the  Court  of  Common  rleas  in  said 
County;  and  a  writ  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  Kent  County,  au- 
thorizing and  requiring  him  to  hold  an  election  for  a  member  of 
the  Legislative  Council  in  die  room  of  John  Baning,  Esquire, 
deceased. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  forward  the  said  writs  to  the 
respective  Sheriffs  forthwith. 

Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  assembled. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
the  resolution  for  altering  the  Constitution,  with  three  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  Council  acceded  to,  a  fourth  in  part 
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acceded  to,  and  the  fifth  disagre 
proposed  thereto  by  the  House 
motion,  read. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  Council  do  adh< 
posed  to  the  above  resolutions,  an 
Dy  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  reti 
bly  by  the  Secretary;  which  was  d 

Mr.  Oliver,  a  member  of  Assem 
ed  the  resolutions  for  altering  th< 
amendment  proposed  thereto  by  tl 
agree  to  the  5th  amendment,  proj 
to  their  disagreement  in  part  to  th< 
Council,  and  recede  from  one  of  th< 

The  said  resolution  and  amendm 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
greed  to  by  Council  and  their  prop 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  reti 
bly  by  the  Secretary;  which  was  d 

Mr.  Batson,  a  member  of  Ass< 
turned  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  f< 
and  his  issue  to  take  and  use  the 
to  the  last  will  and  testament  0 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Hou 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  was  sigi 
and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Seal  thereto  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Nixon, 
procure,  at  the  expense  of  the  pi 
armed  chairs,  and  a  writing  desk 
for  the  accommodation  of  Counci 
an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer 
purchased. 

Council  allowed  the  following  ac 
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To  the  Honorable  George  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Speaker, 

for  6  days'  attendance  and  mileage, £     8    20 

To  Thomas  Kean,  Esq.,  for  6  days'  attendance  and 

mileage,    . 670 

To  Nicholas  Ridgely,  Esq.,  for  4  days'  attendance,  .  280 

To  John  Gordon,  Esq.,  for  4  day's  attendance,  ...  280 

To  Rhoads  Shankland,  Esq.,  for  5  days'  attendance 

and  mileage, 5    50 

To  Isaac  Cooper,  Esq.,  for  5  days'  attendance  and 

mileage 5  10  o 

To  Charles  Nixon,  for  4  days'  attendance  as  Clerk,  .  2  10  6 
To  Thomas  Wilds,  for  4  days'  attendance  as  Door- 
keeper,             250 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the 
foregoing  sums,  and  that  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Whereupon  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  accordingly. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented an  account  of  David  Harper,  for  the  sum  of  three  pounds, 
for  summoning  the  General  Assembly,  allowed  by  the  House  of 
Assembly;  which  was,  on  motion,  read  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  their  order 
on  the  State  Treasurer,  in  favor  of  David  Harper,  for  the  sum 
of  three  pounds. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
the  resolutions  for  altering  the.  Constitution,  with  all  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly; which  resolutions  are  as  follows: 

In  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 

Thursday,  September  8th,  1791. 

1.  Resolved  unanimously,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General 
Assembly,  alterations  and  amendments  of  the  Constitution  of  this 
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State  are  necessary,  and  that  the 
manner  as  may  be  best  adapted  t( 

And  whereas  governments  are 
alienable  rights  of  man,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and 
originates  from  the  people,  is  foil 
tended  solely  for  the  good  of  th 
pressly  declared  by  our  own  Bill  i 
ends  of  government  are  perverte 
endangered,  the  people  may,  am 
new,  or  reform  the  old  govern: 
from  the  nature  of  society  and  t' 
appears  that  the  people  have  at  al 
and  amend  the  form  of  govern m 
pear  to  them  best  adapted  to  the 
has  been  found,  from  experience 
ends  of  government  are  not  effeci 
ernment,  and  that  the  general  def 
together  and  improperly  arrang 
beneficial  and  energetic  operation 
expenses  of  government  are  wit 
instances  the  present  form  is  cont 
the  United  States,  which  every  i 
all  Executive  and  Judicial  officers 
mation  to  support;  and  whereas, 
Constitution  of  this  State  the  pc 
of  altering  and  amending  certain 
General  Assembly;  and  it  appear 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  alter 
tion  by  the  Legislature  would  nol 
ble  purposes  intended  by  a  revi= 
agreeable  to  our  constituents;  an 
and  expedient  to  recommend  to  t 
choose  deputies  for  this  special  p 
it  is  therefore  further 

2,  Resvlved,  That  it  be  re  com 
the  several  Counties  in  this  Stat 
of  deputies,  to  meet  in  conventic 
altering  and  amending  the  Consti 
see  occasion,  for  forming  a  new  01 
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3.  Resolved,  also,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  General  As- 
sembly that  the  said  Convention  consist  of  the  number  of  thirty 
persons;  that  is  to  say:  ten  for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  ten 
for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  ten  for  the  County  of  Sussex;  and 
be  chosen  on  the  first  day  of  October  next,  in  the  same  manner, 
by  the  same  persons,  at  the  same  places,  and  under  the  same 
regulations,  as  are  directed  and  appointed  by  the  election  laws 
of  this  State;  save  that  any  free  white  citizen  of  this  State,  of  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  and  upwards,  shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat 
in  the  said  Convention,  and  that  the  returns  should  be  made  to 
the  Convention  so  chosen;  and  that  the  said  Convention  should 
meet  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  November  next,  at 
the  Town  of  Dover. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  the  said  Con- 
vention shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  like  wages  as  are  now  paid 
to  the  members  and  officers  of  the  General  Assembly;  and  that 
the  presiding  member  of  the  said  Convention  draw  his  order  on 
the  Treasurer  of  the  State  for  such  wages  in  favor  of  the  respec- 
tive members  and  officers  of  said  Convention. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  several  Sheriffs  of  the  State  be  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  by  the  President,  certified  by  the 
Clerk  of  each  House;  and  that  the  said  Sheriffs,  or  other  officers 
who  may  hold  the  said  elections,  do  give  public  notice,  as  soon 
as  conveniently  may  be,  by  twenty  advertisements  at  least,  set 
up  in  the  most  public  places  in  each  county,  of  the  said  election 
of  a  Convention,  and  that  the  said  Clerks  furnish  the  President 
with  said  copies. 

Council  adjourned  to  the  20th  day  of  October  next 
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VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


At  a  session  commenced  at  Dover,  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  divers  of  the  members  met,  but  the  number  not 
being  a  quorum,  they  adjourned  to  Monday,  the  twenty-fourth 
instant. 


Monday,  October  24th,  1791,  P.  M. 

The  following  members  of  Council  appeared  and  took  their 
seats,  viz:  Mr.  Alexander,  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr.  Ray- 
mond, Mr.  Mitchell,  and  Mr.  Shankland. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  of  the  County  of  New 
Casde  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of  Alexander 
Porter,  Esquire,  who  hath  been  appointed  fourth  justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  said  County,  and  of  the  election  of 
a  Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of  Gunning  Bedford,  Esquire,  which 
became  vacant  by  rotation,  being  laid  on  the  table  and  read,  it 
appears  that  Nehemiah  Tilton,  Esquire,  was  duly  elected  in  lieu 
of  Alexander  Porter,  Esquire,  and  that  Archibald  Alexander, 
Esquire,  was  duly  elected  in  lieu  of  Gunning  Bedford,  Esquire, 
members  of  the  Council  for  the  said  County,  according  to  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  Delaware  State. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  of  the  County  of  Kent 
of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  to  nil  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  John  Baning,  Esquire,    and  of  the  election  of  a 
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Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of  Nl 
became  vacant  by  rotation,  bein 
appears  that  Fenwick  Fisher,  E 
of  John  Bamng,  Esquire,  deceas 
Esquire,  was  duly  elected  in  Hei 
members  of  the  Council  for  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  De 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  an 
Sussex  of  the  election  of  a  Coun 
Mitchell,  Esquire,  which  became 
October  instant,  being  laid  on  th 
George  Mitchell,  Esquire,  was  re 
for  the  said  County,  according  t 
the  Delaware  State. 

Council  proceeded  to  the  cho: 
orable  George  Mitchell,  Esquire, 

The  Speaker,  in  the  Chair,  t< 
Constitution,  and  subscribed  the 
quired,  and  Archibald  Alexande 
Raymond,  Esq u ires ,  took  the  sa 
declaration.     [See  note  on  page 

The  Speaker  presented  a  lei 
Dickinson,  Esquire,  inclosing  th< 

"I,  John  Dickinson,  hereby  r 
in  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  I 

Which  resignation  was,  on  mo 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  rules  to  be  observed  by 
and  agreed  to  in  the  year  1776,  9 
agreed  to  in  1786,  were  read  ant 
served  during  the  present  sitting 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clocl 
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Tuesday,  October  25th,  1791,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  following  report,  viz: 

The  Commissioner  appointed  to  state  and  support  the  claim  of 
this  State  against  the  Union,  begs  leave  to  report:  That  after  two 
preparatory  journeys  to  Philapelphia,  he  entered  on  the  business 
of  his  mission  in  the  month  ol  June  last,  and  on  the  24th  day  of, 
the  same  month  exhibited  a  claim,  amounting  to  3,261,044-$-$ 
dollars,  of  old  emissions,  and  380,228.90^  dollars,  of  specie,  to 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  by  Congress  ;  that  the 
Board  estimated  the  old  emission  payments  to  be  equal  to  100,- 
000  dollars,  and  supposed  that  two-thirds  of  the  sum  might  be 
allowed  for  interest,  making  the  whole,  on  a  rough  calculation, 
to  amount  to  800,000  specie  dollars. 

The  Commissioner  made  sundry  other  claims  by  way  of  a 
general  saving,  and  informed  the  Board  that  he  would  hold  him- 
self in  readiness  to  support  the  claims  of  the  State  by  the  best 
proofs  in  his  power;  that  in  doing  this  reference  would  be  made, 
in  some  cases,  to  the  laws  and  journals  of  the  Legislature,  and  to 
the  public  books  of  the  State.  And  he  expressed  his  hopes  that 
great  indulgence  would  be  shown  the  State  in  consequence  of  the 
loss  of  papers  captured  by  the  enemy. 

The  Commissioner  has  applied  since  to  the  Board,  both  by 
writing  and  in  person,  to  know  when  he  shall  attend  to  finish  the 
business,  and  was  informed  that  those  attending  from  distant 
States  ought  to  be  dispatched  first,  and  that  notice  should  be 
jjiven  him  in  case  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  attend  to  substan- 
tiate any  part  of  the  claim  of  Delaware. 

Dover,  October  24th,  1791.  ELEAZER  McCOMB. 

Mr.  McKennan  also  presented  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  Oct.  25th,  1791. 
On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  intention  of  this  House  to  conclude 
the  present  session  this  evening  by  adjourning  to  a  distant  day, 
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and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  1 
information. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JAS. 

The  foregoing  report  and  resoJu 
Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock  1 


Council  assembled. 

Mr,  Many,  a  member  of  Assemfc 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "A  suj 
act  for  raising  the  sum  of  one  thoi 
the  use  of  the  State,  and  for  oth 
House  of  Assembly  and  sent  for  a 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  was  rea 

Mr.   Batson,   a  member  of  Ass 
sented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled 
tied  'An  act  for  removing  the  Se 
more  central  part  of  Sussex  Coun 
passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly 

On  motionT  the  said  bill  was  rea 

Mr.   Evans,  a  member  of  Assc 
sented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitle 
Bishop,  of  the  County  of  Kent,  U 
State ,"  passed  by  the  House  of 
rence. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  was  rea 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "A 
'"An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  oni 
for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  for  < 
second  time. 
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On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  for  removing  the  Seat  of  Justice  from  Lewes  to  a  more 
central  part  of  Sussex  County,  and  for  other  purposes,'  "  was 
read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  Risdon  Bishop, 
of  the  County  of  Kent,  to  bring  certain  slaves  into  this  State," 
was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs 
and  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  said  bill  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
by  the  Secretary;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Council  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  October  26th,  1791,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled 
'  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  by  a  lottery, 
for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes,'  "  was  read  a 
third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  an  amendment  being  proposed 
and  agreed  to,  passed  C6uncil. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments  proposed, 
be  returned,  by  the  Secretary,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for 

their  concurrence;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

• 

On  motion,  the  bill  entided  "A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  for  removing  the  Seat  of  Justice  from  Lewes  to  a  more 
central  part  of  Sussex  County,  and  for  other  purposes,'  "  was 
read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  returned  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly by  the  Secretary;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Mr.  Batson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  re- 
turned the  bill  entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act 
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for  raising  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
use  of  the  State,  and  for  other  purp 
proposed  by  Council  disagreed  to,  j 
posed  by  the  House  of  Assembly; 
and  the  amendment  proposed  by 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Housi 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be 
which  was  accordingly  done. 

Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die, 

Council  assembled. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  John  Gordon,  1 
the  Council  Chamber,  in  the  Couri 
things  as  he  may  think  necessai 
Council,  and  that  he  exhibit  his  ace 
meeting,  for  his  expenditures  in  th< 
him. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  C 
Gordon,  Esq. ,  with  a  copy  of  this 

Council  made  the  following  allow 

To  the  Honorable  George  Mitchel 
for  5  days'  attendance  and  mil 

To  Archibald  Alexander,  Esq.,  fc 
ance  and  mileage, 

To  Nehemiah  Tilton,  Esq.,  for  5 
and  mileage, 

To  John  Gordon,  Esq. ,  for  7  days' 

To  James  Raymond,  Esq.,  for  5  d; 

Carried  forward,    .... 
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Brought  over, ;£  26     l  ° 

To  Rhoads  Shankland,  Esq. ,  for  5  days'  attendance 

and  mileage, 5    50 

To  Charles  Nixon,  for  7  days'  attendance  as  Clerk 

and  for  paper, 4  10  6 

To  Thomas  Wild,  for  7  days'  attendance  as  Door- 
keeper and  bell-ringer, 3  19  3 

To  James  Coleman,  for  making  a  writing  desk  for 

Council  Chamber, 11     50 

To  Christopher  Horton,  for  18  armed  chairs,  ....        10    2  6 

£61     3  3 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the 
foregoing  sums,  and  that  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Whereupon  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  accordingly. 

Mr.  Robinson,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  presented  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  October  26,  1791. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  affix  the 
Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  acts,  viz: 

1.  "A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  removing 
the  Seat  of  Justice  from  Lewes  to  a  more  central  part  of  Sussex 
County,  and  for  other  purposes;'  " 

2.  "A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  raising  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  by  a  lottery,  for  the  use  of  this 
State,  and  for  other  purposes;'  " 

3.  "An  act  to  enable  Risdon  Bishop,  of  the  County  of  Kent, 
to  bring  certain  slaves  into  this  State." 

Sent  for  concurrence.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  CVk  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  the  above  resolution  was  read  and  concurred  in. 
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Mr.  Robinson  also  delivered 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
with  the  originals,  on  motion,  01 
the  Speaker  of  Council;  which 

Council  adjourned  to  the  first 
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Archibald  Al 
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Fenwick  Fisher, 

(Vacancy,  by  the  deatl 

FOR  SUSSEX 
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VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  JANUARY,  1792. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  at  Dover,  on  the  3d  day  of 
January,  1792,  the  number  of  members  sufficient  to  constitute  a 
quorum  not  appearing,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 
Wednesday,  the  eleventh  day  of  January,  instant 


Wednesday,  nth  January,  1792. 

Council  assembled.  Present,  the  Honorable  George  Mitchell, 
Esq.,  Speaker;  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Alexander,  Mr.  Raymond,  Mr. 
Shankland,  and  Mr.  Cooper. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  12th  January,  1792. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tilton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Raymond,  that  the 
bill  entitled  "A  supplement  to  the  execution  law,"  which  had 
lain  on  the  files  of  Council  since  October,  1790,  be  now  taken  up 
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and  referred  to  a  committee  of  t 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee  appointed  are 
Mr.  Alexander. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afte 


Thursday 

Council  assembled. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table 
forming  Council  that  his  indisposi 
which  was,  by  order,  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-mo 


Friday 
Council  assembled.  Present  as 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Frida1 

Council  assembled. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Nehemiah  Tiltor 
appointed,  instead  of  Nicholas  R 
pointed  for  that  purpose,  whose  til 
since  expired,  to  take  effectual  m 
Charles  Nixon,  to  have  fifty  copie 
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of  Council,  together  with  the  rules  established  by  Council  pre- 
fixed thereto,  printed,  from  October,  1788,  to  the  present  session, 
inclusive. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "A  sup- 
plement to  an  act  for  taking  lands  in  execution,' '  presented  the 
following  report,  viz: 

"That  the  existing  laws  of  this  State  and  the  practice  and 
usage  of  the  Courts  are  competent  to  all  the  purposes  intended 
to  be  remedied  by  said  act.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  the  said 
supplementary  act  ought  to  be  rejected  by  Council." 

On  motion,  the  above  report  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Raymond,  and  Mr.  Cooper 
be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  revise  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  die  act  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,'  passed  the 
5th  February,  1785." 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  the  following  resolution: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  January  12th,  1792,  P.  M. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  be  appoint- 
ed to  confer  on  the  business  relating  to  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
of  this  State,  in  order  to  devise  the  best  means  to  procure  to  the 
Legislature  such  information  as  may  be  considered  expedient, 
and  likewise  to  procure  the  books  of  the  State  Treasurer. 

The  members  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House  are  Mr. 
McKennan  and  Mr.  Barker. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  the  above  resolution  was  read  and  concurred  in., 

The  members  appointed  on  the  part  of  Council  are  Mr.  Alex- 
ander and  Mr.  Shankland. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Sature 

Council  assembled.     Present 

Mr.  Robinson,  a  member  of 
sented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entit 
act  entitled  4An  act  to  enable  t 
marsh  meadow  on  the  sou  tin 
New  Castle  County,  to  keep  the 
and  sufficient  order  and  repair 
sembly  and  sent  for  coneurrer 
and  referred  to  Mr.  Raymonc 
thereon. 

Mr.  Raymond  applied  for  le; 
which  was  granted. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'  clock  this  a 


Council  assembled. 


Saturi 

Mr.  Rai 


Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  A; 
sented  to  the  Chair  a  petition 
Harvey,  Peter  Jacquet,  Sen.,  Ji 
Jim. ,  praying  the  Legislature  tc 
act  entitled  i(An  act  to  enable  1 
marsh  meadow  on  the  southwes 
Castle  County,  to  keep  the  banl 
sufficient  order  and  repair, M  tog 
thereto;  which  were,  by  order, 
tee  this  morning  appointed  on  t 

The  committee  appointed  yes 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  pres< 
order,  read,  and  is  as  follows,  vi 
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The  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  confer  on 
the  best  mode  of  obtaining  a  statement  of  the  public  accounts 
of  the  State,  as  well  as  to  devise  a  plan  for  having  the  books  of 
the  late  Treasurer  lodged  with  the  present  Treasurer,  beg  leave 
to  report,  as  their  opinion,  that  for  effecting  the  above  purposes 
a  letter,  addressed  from  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses,  be  sent  to 
the  Auditor  of  this  State,  requiring  his  immediate  attendance, 
or,  if  sickness  or  other  causes  should  prevent  his  personal  attend- 
ance, then,  in  that  case,  a  statement  of  the  public  accounts 
should  be  made  out  and  forwarded  by  him,  without  loss  of  time, 
or  furnish  the  Houses  with  his  books.  And  as  your  committee 
have  understood  that  the  books  of  the  late  Treasurer  are  at  this 
time  in  Philadelphia,  they  therefore  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  should,  by  letter,  call  on  the  execu- 
tors of  the  late  Treasurer,  desiring  that  the  books  of  the  late 
Treasurer  should  be  immediately  obtained  and  lodged  by  them 
with  the  present  Treasurer  of  the  State. 

Signed  by  the  Committee  of  Council, 

ARCHB'D  ALEXANDER, 
RHOADS  SHANKLAND. 

Signed  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

WM.  McKENNAN, 
JOS.  BARKER. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hollingsworth,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
presented  the  following  proposed  amendment  to  the  report  of  the 
joint  committee,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  A.  M.,  Jan.  13th,  1792. 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  of  this  State  be  requested  and 
directed  to  make  his  immediate  attendance  before  this  House 
and  show  cause  why  he  has  not  complied  with  the  resolution 
entered  into  by  this  House  at  their  last  October  session,  and  that 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms  be  requested  to  wait  on  him  with  the 
above  resolution,  and  in  case  of  sickness,  to  forward  his  books 
and  papers  for  the  inspection  of  the  Legislature  forthwith. 

And  that  the  executors  of  the  late  State  Treasurer  be  re- 
quested to  deliver  up,  within  six  days  after  being  notified,  to 
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the  present  State  Treasurer,  al 

office,  whole,  entire,  and  undef 
lution  be  given  to  the  said  exec 

The  House  of  Assembly  pre 
to  the  report  of  the  joint  con 
after  * ( their  opinion. ' '  Dele  £ 
above. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 


On  motion,  the  foregoing  res 
rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Alexand 
and  return  the  said  resolution  ; 
which  he  did  accordingly. 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'cl 


Mon 

Council  assembled.     Present 
Adjourned  to  10  o'  clock  to-i 


Council  assembled.     Preseni 

The  Speaker  laid  upon  the  t 
House  of  Assembly,  handed  t< 
ber  of  that  House: 
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In  the  House  of  Assembly,  January  17th,  1792. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  be  directed  to  put  in 
order  the  office  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  State  House  to 
receive  the  books,  &c,  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  of  this  State. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  FRANCIS  MANY,  for 

Sent  for  concurrence.  JAS.   BOOTH,  CVk. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  and  unanimously 
disagreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolution  was  entered  into: 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  desired  to  call  on 
the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Levy  Court  of  Kent  County 
for  building  a  new  Court  House  in  Dover,  in  said  county,  and 
request  them  to  put  him  in  the  possession  of  the  office  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  said  Court  House,  appropriated  to  and  for 
the  sole  use  and  accommodation  of  the  General  Assembly  by  a 
law  passed  at  Dover  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  and  that  the  said  office  shall 
be  used  and  occupied  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  and  in  such 
other  manner  as  shall  hereafter  be  directed  by  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Shankland  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  resolutions,  for  their  concurrence;  which  he 
did  accordingly. 

A  petition  from  Margaret  North  was  presented  and  read,  pray- 
ing Council  to  concur  with  the  House  of  Assembly  in  granting  a 
sum  of  money  which  had  been  reported  by  the  Auditor  to  be 
due  to  her. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


154 
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Wednesda 

Council  assembled.     Present  hi 
On  motion f 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Alexander 

mittee  to  take  into  consideration  i 
which  was  presented  and  read  yes 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-mo 


Thursda 

Council  assembled.     Present  as 

Mr,  McKennan,  a  member  o 
presented  to  the  Chatr  a  petition 
of  New  Castle  County  and  a  bill 
to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  1 
the  29th  day  of  January,  1791/'  ] 
bly  and  sent  for  concurrence.  V 
motion,  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  t 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
the  more  easy  and  speedy  recov 
5th  February,  1785/'  reported  1 
more  easy  and  speedy  recovery 
motion,  read. 

Agreeable  to  leave  granted,  1 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authoi 
Ridgely,  executors  of  Charles  I 
convey  unto  Daniel  Mifflin  a  a 
Murderkill  Hundred,  Kent  Cot 
read* 
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On  motion,  the  petition  from  the  Trustees  of  the  Poor  of  New 
Castle  County,  together  with  the  bill  entitled  "A  supplementary 
act  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  better  relief  of  the  Poor,' 
passed  the  29th  day  of  January,  1791,"  was  committed  to  Mr. 
Tilton,  Mr.  Alexander,  and  Mr.  Raymond,  to  report  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Thursday,  January  19th,  1792,  P.  M. 

Council  assembled. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,"  was  read 
a  second  time  by  paragraphs,  and  passed  Council. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Cooper  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  said  bill  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Many,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  presented 
to  the  Chair  the  following  message  from  the  President,  together 
with  the  several  letters  and  papers  therein  mentioned: 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly: 

The  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  additional  treaties, 
index,  and  errata  to  complete  the  sets  of  the  acts  passed  the 
first,  second,  and  third  sessions  of  Congress;  also  duly  authenti- 
cated copies  of  "An  act  granting  further  time  for  making  a  return 
of  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  District  of  South 
Carolina ;"  of  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Cook  and  Thomas 
Campbell ;"  of  "An  act  for  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  Government  for  the  year  1792;"  also  a  printed  "Return  of 
the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States;0  a 
letter  from  his  Excellency,  Charles  Pinckney,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  with  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  that 
State,  inclosing  a  list  of  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the  Dela- 
ware State,  contained  in  a  box  in  the  said  Secretary's  office;  a 
letter  from  the  Honorable  Thomas  McKean  and  Edmund  Phy- 
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sick,  attorneys- in -(act  of  the  H 

Penn  of  the  kingdom  of  Great 
the  Counties  of  New  Castle,  K 
the  said  attorneys-in-fact  are  at 
fines  that  were  in  arrears  on  the 
to  make  composition  and  apree 
and  other  rents,  issues,  and  prof 
tines  now  due  to  the  said  propri 
ing  to  circumstances,  and  propc 
all  the  estate,  rights  and  titles  o 
this  State, 

The  office  of  Treasurer  of  th 
by  the  death  of  John  Gordon,  t 
5th  day  of  December  last,  by  a 
Privy  Council,  constitute  and  aj 
surer  of  this  State,  to  hold  and  1 
lature  should  take  order  in  the  p 

Dover,  January,  1792. 
Council  adjourned  to  10  o'cloc 


Fridj 

Council  assembled.     Present  2 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of 
mitted  and  presented  to  the  Cha: 
was,  by  order,  read,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  A 

Whereas  it  appears,  by  a  rep* 
are  a  number  of  balances  which 
in  old  emissions  of  Continental  n 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  b 
balances  to  specie  value  at  the  ra 

An  extract  from  the  minutes, 

Sent  for  concurrence. 
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The  same  member  also  delivered  the  following  resolution  : 
In  the  House  of  Assembly,  January  20th,  1792. 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  this  State  shall  be  requested 
to  take  such  measures  as  he  shall  conceive  most  effectual  for  pro- 
curing sundry  books  and  papers,  the  property  of  this  State,  as 
well  as  sundry  books  and  papers,  the  property  of  Samuel  Patter- 
son, deceased,  now  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina;  and  that  the 
President  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  necessary 
expenses  for  procuring  the  same. 

An  extract  from  the  minutes.        FRANCIS  MANY,  for 

Sent  for  concurrence.  JAMES  BOOTH,  CVk. 

On  motion*,  the  last  mentioned  resolution  was  read,  considered 
and  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  President's  Message,  together  with  the  letters 
and  papers  therein  mentioned,  were  read. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Friday,  January  20th,  1792,  P.  M. 
Council  assembled. 

Mr.  Rogers,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  supply 
the  loss  of  a  deed  made  in  or  about  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-eight,  by  Simon  Dixon  to  John  Way,  for  two 
hundred  acres  ox  land  in  Mill  Creek  Hundred,  in  the  County  of 
New  Castle,"  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  sent  for  con- 
currence.    Which  bill  was,  on  motion,  read. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  Ann  Ridgely  and  Nich- 
olas Ridgely,  the  executors  of  Charles  Ridgely,  Esq.,  deceased, 
to  convey  unto  Daniel  Mifflin  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situate  in 
MurderkiU  Hundred,  Kent  County,"  was  read  a  second  time  by 
paragraphs  and  passed  Council. 
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Mr.  Alexander  presented  to  I 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  tl 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enlai 
Trustees  of  New  Castle  Commo 
and  leave  granted  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  si 
or  about  the  year  one  thousam 
by  Simon  Dixon  to  John  Way,  ; 
Mill  Creek  Hundred,  in  the  Con 
second  time  by  paragraphs  and 

On  motion  to  put  in  nominal 
morrow  morning,  out  of  whom 
Councillors  to  supply  the  va< 
Manlove  Emerson,  Esquires,  wf 
tion,  the  following  nominations 
nominated  Nathaniel  Mitchell, 
George  McCall  ;  Mr,  Tilton  n 
Alexander  nominated  Charles  1 
Elijah'  Barratt. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-m 


Saturd 


Council  assembled. 


Mr.  Batson,  a  member  of  A; 
sented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitl 
Diekerson  to  erect  a  mill-dam 
Indian  River  near  a  place  call 
Hundred,  and  Sussex  County, 
small  piece  of  fast  land,  on  the  s 
use  of  a  grist  and  saw -mill,  wi 
House  of  Assembly  and  sent  fo 
motion,  read  and  referred  to  Mr 
Cooper,  to  report  thereon. 
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Agreeable  to  leave  granted  yesterday,  Mr.  Alexander  laid 
on  tne  table  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  enlarging  the  corporate 
powers  of  the  Trustees  of  the  New  Castle  Commons ;"  which 
was,  on  motion,  read. 

Mr.  Robinson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Chair  a  petition,  signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Campden,  praying  a  law  to  prevent  hogs  from  running 
at  large,  and  a  bill  entitled  *  'An  act  to  prevent  swine  running  at 
large  in  the  village  of  Campden  and  certain  bounds  and  limits 
therein  prescribed,"  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  sent 
for  concurrence.    Which  petition  and  bill  were,  on  motion,  read. 

A  memorial,  signed  by  the  Sheriffs  of  New  Castle  and  Kent 
Counties,  praying  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  increase  the  fees  to 
Sheriffs,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and,  on  motion,  read  and  referred 
to  Mr.  Alexander  and  Mr.  Shankland,  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  enlarging  the  corporate  powers 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  New  Casde  Commons,"  was  read  a  second 
time  by  paragraphs,  and  passed  Council. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Council  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  two  persons  as  Privy  Councillors,  to  supply  the  vacan- 
cies occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the  times  of  ueorge  Wilson 
and  Manlove  Emerson,  Esquires,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and 
cast  up,  it  appears  that  Nathaniel  Mitchell  and  George  McCall, 
Esquires,  were  duly  elected,  and  they  were  declared  to  be  duly 
elected  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 


Monday,  January  23d,  1792. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  on  Saturday. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Raymond  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  following  papers,  viz: 
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"An  act  to  supply  the  loss  t 
year  one  thousand  seven  hun< 
Dixon  to  John  Way,  for  two  hui 
Hundred,  in  the  County  of  New 
Cll;  "An  act  to  authorize  Ann 
executors  of  Charles  Ridgely,  E 
Daniel  Mifflin  a  certain  parcel  of 
dred,  Kent  County,  * r  passed  by  i 
14 An  act  for  enlarging  the  corp 
the  New  Castle  Commons,"  paa 
currence;  and  the  resolution  of 
into  the  20th  instant,  respecting 
to  the  State,  now  in  South  Carol 

Which  he  did  accordingly* 

On  motion , 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Shanklam 

mittee  to  take  into  considerati 
prevent  swine  running  at  lar^e 
certain  bounds   and  limits  ther 
thereon, 

Mr*  Evans t  a  member  of  the 
ted  and  presented  the  following  : 

In  the  House  of  i 

Resolved,  That  a  Joint  Com  mi 
to  take  into  consideration  the  t 
State,  and  as  far  as  can  be  the  a' 
same,  and  report  to  this  Gener: 
means  for  bringing  all  monies 
Treasury, 

The  members  on  the  part  of 

Evans,  and  Batson. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-nn 
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Tuesday,  24th  January,  1792,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mar- 
garet North,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  read: 

That  from  every  information  they  have  been  able  to  collect,  it 
is  the  opinion*  of  your  committee  that  Council  should  concur  with 
the  House  of  Assembly  and  agree  to  the  Auditor's  report,  as 
made  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the  nth  of  January,  1791,  and 
entered  on  the  minutes  of  Council. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Auditor,  dated  the  eleventh  of 
January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  as  entered 
at  large  on  the  minutes  of  Council  the  twelfth  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  allowing  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  six  shillings  and  five  pence  to 
Margaret  North,  was  read,  considered,  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  appoint- 
ing a  joint  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  this  State,  presented  yesterday,  was  read,  considered, 
and  agreed  to. 

The  members  appointed  on  the  part  of  Council,  are  Mr.  Tilton, 
Mr.  Alexander,  and  Mr.  Raymond. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  them  the  above  resolution  and  the  report  of  the 
Auditor,  concurred  in  by  Council;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  January  25th,  1792,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Sheriffs  of  New  Castle  and  Kent  Counties,  presented  the  follow- 
ing report,  viz: 
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That  as  this  State  is  now  ab( 
tion  and  form  a  new  one,  which 
and  at  which  time  it  will  be  nece 
many  general  regulations  for  the 
the  opinion  of  your  committee 
time  go  into  any  partial  regular 
the  present  existing  laws  of  this 

Which  was,  on  motion,  read  i 

The  committee  to  whom  wa 

act  to  prevent  swine  running  at 
and  certain  bounds  and  limits 
sundry  amendments  to  said  bill. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  wa 
amendments  proposed  thereto  b 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  aJ 


Wednese 

Council  assembled. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  f 
at  large  in  the  village  of  Campd 
therein  prescribed,  '  was  read  1 
the  amendments  proposed,  and 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper 
with  said  bill ;  which  he  did  accc 

Mr,    McKennan*   a  member 
returned  the  bill  entitled  (lAn  a 
recovery  of   small   debts/'    wi 
thereto  by  the  House  of  Asseml 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-m 
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Thursday,  26th  January,  1792. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "A  sup- 
plementary act  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  better  Relief  of 
the  Poor,'  "  reported  that  the  said  act,  as  passed  by  the  House 
of  Assembly,  should  be  rejected  by  Council,  and,  instead  thereof, 
a  bill  entitled  "A  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act 
for  the  better  Relief  of  the  Poor,'  passed  at  Dover,  the  29th  day 
of  January,  1791,' '  which  the  committee  now  laid  on  the  table, 
should  be  substituted. 

On  motion,  the  act  reported  by  the  committee  was  read. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "A  supplementary  act  to  the  act 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  better  Relief  of  the  Poor/'  as  passed  by 
the  House  of  Assembly,  was  read  and  unanimously  rejected. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "A  supplementary  act  to  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  better  Relief  of  the  Poor/  passed  at 
Dover,  the  29th  day  of  January,  1791,"  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, was,  by  special  order,  read  a  second  time  by  paragraphs, 
and  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tilton  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
said  bill,  for  their  concurrence;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  presented 
the  20th  inst,  directing  the  Auditor  to  liquidate  the  balances  due 
on  the  old  emissions,  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Tilton  return  the  said  resolution  to  the 
House  of  Assembly;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Friday 

Council  assembled,     Present  as 

Mr.  MeKennan,  a  member  of  As 
sented  to  the  Chair  an  act  entitled 
and  possessors  of  a  certain  tract  o 
cripple,  situate  at  the  north  end  c 
repair,  support  and  maintain  the 
longing  to  the  same,"  passed  by 
sent  for  concurrence,  and  a  petiti* 
owners  of  marsh  near  the  Town  o: 

On  motion,  the  act  entitled  "j 
speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,1*  \ 
thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
amendments  were  disagreed  to,  ; 
proposed  thereto  by  Council. 

Ordered \  That  Mr.  Cooper  wa 
with  said  bill,  and  the  amendme 
concurrence;  which  he  did  accord 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re 
to  enable  Elisha  Dickerson  to  ere 
waters  of  Indian  River,"  presente 

"That  they  are  of  opinion  said 
such  amendments  as  shall  be  thou: 

Which  was,  on  motion,  read  an 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tilt  on,  seco 
the  said  bill  be  recommitted,  it  wa 

Mr,  MeKennan,  a  member  of 
presented  to  the  Chair  a  memoric 
of  his  son,  William  Clark  Frazer 
*'An  act  to  vest  William  Clark  Fi 
estate  of  William  Clark,  deceaset 
in  the  devisee  had  devolved  to  th 
Clark  Frazer,  an  infant/* 
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On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  Elisha  Dicker- 
son  to  erect  a  mill-dam  across  the  headwaters  of  Indian  River," 
was,  by  special  order,  taken  up  for  a  second  reading,  by  para- 
graphs, and  after  some  progress  made  therein,  Council  ad- 
journed to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Friday,  January  27th,  1792,  P.  M. 

Council  assembled,  and,  on  motion,  resumed  the  reading,  by 
paragraphs,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  Elisha  Dickerson 
to  erect  a  mill-dam  across  the  headwaters  of  Indian  River.' ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tilton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Alexander,  to 
I>ostpone  the  reading  said  bill  till  Council  have  farther  considera- 
tion of  the  same,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Council  then  proceeded  in  the  reading  of  said  bill,  and  sun- 
dry amendments  being  proposed  thereto  and  agreed  to,  passed 
Council. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  January  28th,  1792,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.  Present  as  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Shank- 
land. 

Mr.  Hollingsworth,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  the  following  papers,  viz:  A  petition  signed  by  James 
Delaplaine,  with  the  following  resolution: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  26th  January,  1792,  P.  M. 

Resolved,  That  James  Delaplaine,  late  Collector  of  the  State 
Tax  of  New  Castle  County,  be  allowed  four  per  cent  for  the  col- 
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lection  of  the  State  tax  for  the  yea 
of  his  account  with  the  Auditor. 


Sent  for  concurrence* 


F 
F 


The  same  member  also  delivered 

We,  the  Joint  Committee  of  boi 
sembly,  appointed  to  take  into  c 
finances  of  the  State,  and  the  mea; 
outstanding  debts  into  the  Treasur 

That  the  Auditor  lay  a  state  of  t 
Assembly,  specifying  the  several  < 
due  from  each  of  them,  as  near  a 
law  be  passed  appointing  a  State 
powers  to  recover,  in  the  most  spe< 
sum  or  sums  so  reported  due  to  th< 
the  sale  of  lands  or  goods  at  the  st 
the  same,  and  make  sale  thereof  ft 
having  regard  to  the  interest  of  I 
sales.  That  provision  be  made  to 
different  Loan  Offices  into  the  T 
loans  of  money  be  made  on  mortg; 
for  appointing  collectors  for  the  i 
County  for  the  tax  laid  in  1790,  w 
pointed.  That  the  Auditor,  at  a 
furnish  the  Treasurer  with  an  acct 
accounts  as  the  same  stand  on  th 
State  Treasurer  shall  settle  his  acc< 
tor, 

Signed  on  the  part  of  Council, 

N] 

A] 
Signed  on  the  part  of  the  House 

TI 

Gl 
JC 

Amendment  proposed  by  the  H< 
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of  the  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses:  That  the  word  "  Trea- 
surer* '  shall  be  erased,  and  "agent"  put  in  the  stead  thereof  in 
the  5th  line. 

Sent  for  concurrence.  FRANCIS  MANY, 

Jan.  27th,  1792,  A.  M.  For  JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk. 

A  memorial  from  Charles  Pope,  formerly  Lieutenant  Colonel 
of  the  troops  of  this  State,  with  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  January  28th,  1792. 

Resolved,  That  Lt.  Col.  Charles  Pope  is  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  all  that  part  of  the  act  of  Assembly  of  this  State  entitled  "An 
act  for  calling  out  of  circulation  their  quota  of  Continental  money," 
so  far  as  it  respects  the  depreciation  of  the  pay  due  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  that  the  Auditor 
and  the  surviving  Commissioner  for  settling  the  depreciation 
accounts  be  required  to  adjust  and  liquidate  the  depreciation  of 
the  pay  of  the  said  Charles  Pope  and  issue  their  certificate  or  cir- 
tifipates  for  the  same. 

Sent  for  concurrence.  FRANCIS  MANY, 

For  JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk. 

Mr.  Hollingsworth  also  returned  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,"  with  the 
amendments  proposed  by.  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  disagreed 
to  by  Council,  receded  from,  and  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Council  disagreed  to,  and  a  further  amendment  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  was  read,  and  the  amendment  pro- 

Cosed  by  Council  receded  from,  and  the  amendment  proposed 
y  the  House  of  Assembly  agreed  to. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  now  engrossed. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  state  of  the  finances,  was  read  and  agreed  • 
to.     The  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly was  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  said  report;  which  he  did  accordingly. 
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Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Asser 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  a 
a  tract  or  parcel  of  meadow,  mai 
the  Mill  Creek  Marshes,  situate 
County/1  passed  by  the  House  1 
rence. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  M 


MOND, 

Council  assembled.     Present ; 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled 
and  possessors  of  a  certain  traci 
cripple,  situate  at  the  north  enc 
repair,  support  and  maintain  t! 
longing  to  the  same,'1  was  read. 

On  motion,  the  last  men  tt  one 
act  for  the  better  improvement 

marsh  and  cripple,  commonly 
situated  on  St.  Jones'   River,    i 
to  Mn  Tilton  and  Mr.  Alexande 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  ai 


MONO 


Council  assembled. 


On  motion,  the  memorial  of 
with  the  resolution  of  the  House 
the  28th  instant,  were  read* 

On  motion! 
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Resolved,  That  Council  do  concur  in  the  said  resolution. 

Ordered^  That*  Mr.  Raymond  return  said  resolution  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion,  the  memorial  of  William  Frazer,  in  behalf  of  his 
son,  and  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  vest  certain  parts  of  the 
estate  of  William  Clark,  deceased,  which  by  reason  of  alienage 
in  the  devisee  had  devolved  to  the  Delaware  State,  in  William 
Clark  Frazer,  an  infant,' '  were  read  and  referred  to  Mr.  Alexan- 
der, Mr.  Raymond,  and  Mr.  Cooper,  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  the  petition  of  James  Delaplaine,  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Assembly,  dated  the  26th  inst.,  respecting 
a  further  allowance  to  him  as  Collector  of  the  State  Tax  for  1785, 
were  read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Tilton  and  Mr.  Cooper  to  report 
thereon. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  January  31st,  1792. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
presented  a  bill  entitled  "An  additional  supplement  to  an  act  en- 
titled 'An  act  for  the  limitation  of  actions  and  proving  accounts 
against  the  estates  of  persons  dying  within  this  State/  "  passed 
by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  sent  for  concurrence.  Which 
was,  on  motion,  read. 

Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  re- 
turned the  bill  entitled  "A  supplementary  act  to  an  act  for  the 
better  Relief  of  the  Poor,"  with  twenty  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  which,  on  motion,  were  read, 
and  five  of  their  proposed  amendments  disagreed  to,  one  post- 
poned, the  remaining  number  agreed  to,  and  an  amendment  pro- 
posed thereto  by  Council. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
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to  enable  the  owners  and  posses 
ground,  marsh  and  cripple,  situs 
of  New  Castle,  to  repair,  suppoi 
and  sluices  belonging  to  the  sam 
thereto. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  was, 
time,  by  paragraphs,  and  sund 
and  agreed  to,  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.   Cooper 
with  said  bill,  and  the  amendm 
rence;  which  he  did  accordingly 

Mr.  Hollings worth,  a  membei 
returned  the  report  of  the  joir 
finance,  with  the  amendment  \ 
and  disagreed  to  by  Council  e 
amendments  proposed  thereto,  \ 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-m 


Wednesd 

Council  assembled.     Present  \ 

Ordered,  That  Mn  Tilton  wa 
deliver  them  the  following  verba 
viz: 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council  propose  to  the  hi 
meeting  of  the  General  Assem 
one  o'clock  this  afternoon,  in  or 
out  of  whom  shall  be  chosen  a 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  deat 
also  to  put  in  nomination  persa 
a  Justice  to  supply  the  vacancy 
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in  the  County  of  Sussex,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Peter  F. 
Wright,  Esquire. 

Mr.  Tilton  delivered  the  message  accordingly. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
the  above  message,  concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Wednesday,  February  1st,  1792,  P.  M. 
Council  assembled. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
the  following  verbal  message,  which  was  read,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  P.  M.,  February  1st,  1792. 

Gentlemen : 

The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  the  honorable  Legislative 
Council  that  they  will  meet,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  in  five 
minutes,  in  order  to  put  in  nomination  persons  out  of  whom  shall 
be  chosen  a  State  Treasurer,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  John  Gordon,  Esquire;  and  also  to  put  in  nom- 
ination persons  out  of  whom  shall  be  chosen  a  Justice  to  supply 
the  vacancy  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of 
Sussex,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Peter  F.  Wright,  Esquire. 

The  General  Assembly  met  in  Council  Chamber. 

The  verbal  message  sent  this  morning  by  Council  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  and  concurred  in  by  that  House,  was,  by  order, 
read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Many,  seconded  by  Mr.  Barratt,  that,  as  the 
President  or  Commander-in-Chief  is  not  present,  the  two  "Houses 
do  now  separate,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Truitt,  seconded  by  Mr.  Batson,   tl*a.t  the 
General  Assembly  do  now  proceed  to  nominate  persons   oiit  ° 
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whom  shall  be  chosen  a  State  1 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Johr 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  General  Assembly  procee 
\ng  persons  were  nominated,  viz : 

Mr.  Draper  nominated  Robei 
nominated  Francis  Many,  Esqui 
olas  Ridgely,  Esquire;  Mr.  Ak 
ton,  Esquire. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Batson,  se 
General  Assembly  do  now  proce 
whom  shall  be  chosen  Justices 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Suss* 
the  affirmative. 

The  General  Assembly  procee 
ing  persons  were  nominated: 

Mr.  Til  ton  nominated  Peter 
Mr.  Batson  nominated  Charles 
Batson  nominated  Isaac  Cooper, 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Hon, 
the  Council  Chamber,  in  one  he 
persons,  from  those  in  nominati 
tices  of  the  Court  of  Common  P 

The  Houses  separated  accordi 

The  General  Assembly  met,  ii 
motion,  proceeded,  by  joint  hs 
Treasurer,  to  supply  the  vacan 
John  Gordon,  Esquire,  and  the 
ined,  ft  appeared  that  Robert  C 
and  he  was  declared  duly  elected 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Batson,  sec 
General  Assembly  do  now  proc 
out  of  those  in  nomination,  as  J 
in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  I 
determined  in  the  negative. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Batson,  seconded  by  Mr.  McKennan,  that 
the  consideration  of  the  last  question  be  resumed,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Batson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Cannon,  that  the 
General  Assembly  do  now  proceed  to  elect  persons,  by  ballot, 
out  of  those  in  nomination  as  Justices  to  supply  the  vacancies  in 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  requested  leave  to 
retire,  as  he  considered  it  unconstitutional  to  go  into  such  ap- 
pointment in  the  absence  of  the  President.  Leave  was  granted 
and  he  retired  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barratt,  seconded  by  Mr.  Barker,  that  the 
yeas  and  nays  be  taken  on  the  question  to  elect  persons,  by 
ballot,  as  Justices  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Sussex 
County,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative.  They  were  taken 
accordingly,  and  are  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Alexander,  Mr.  Til  ton,  Mr.  Maxwell,  Mr.  Robin- 
son, Mr.  Reynolds,  Mr.  McKennan,  Mr.  Hayes,  Mr.  Batson, 
Mr.  Draper,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Cannon,  Mr.  Wingate  Cannon,  Mr. 
Cooper. 

Nays — Mr.  Raymond,  Mr.  Evans,  Mr.  Collins,  Mr.  Hol- 
lingsworth,  Mr.  Truitt,  Mr.  Barratt,  Mr.  Many,  Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Barker,  Mr.  Oliver. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tilton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Cannon,  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  having  retired,  shall  this 
General  Assembly  proceed  to  elect  persons  out  of  those  in  nom- 
ination as  Justices  to  supply  the  vacancies  in  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  in  the  County  of  Sussex  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  seconded  by  Mr.  Barker,  that  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Assembly  be  directed  to  request  the 
Speaker  of  that  House  to  resume  his  seat,  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  Clerk  reported,  from  the  Speaker,  that  he  would  resume 
the  Chair  for  the  purpose  of  the  Houses  to  separate,  but,  as  leave 
was  granted  him  to  retire,  he  did  not  choose  to  resume  for  any 
other  purpose. 
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On  motion  of  Mr  Evans,  se 

Mr.  Robinson  do  now  take  tl 
House  of  Assembly,  as  Speakc 
was  determined  in  the  affirmativ 
in  the  Chair  accordingly. 

The  General  Assembly  then  ] 
election  of  Justices,  separately, 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Suss 
taken  and  examined,  it  appears 
was  duly  elected  second  Justice; 
elected  third  Justice,  and  Isaac  C 
fourth  Justice,  and  they  were  de 

Then  the  two  Houses  separal 
o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursl 

Council  assembled.     Present 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the 
finance,  together  wTith  the  amer 
House  of  Assembly,  were  read 
disagreed  to. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr,  Til  ton  ar 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  agn 
of  the  joint  committee  on  the  st 

On  motion,  the  amendments 
sembly  to  the  bill  entitled  liA 
titled  'An  act  for  the  better  Reli 
the  29th  day  of  January,  1791, 
Council,  were  read,  and  the  fo< 
remainder  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Raymon 
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intendments,  as  acted  on  by  Council,  and  the  report  of  the  joint 
:ommittee  on  the  subject  of  finance,  with  the  amendments  pro- 
posed disagreed  to,  to  the  House  of  Assembly;  which  he  did 
accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Thursday,  February  2d,  1792,  P.  M. 
Council  assembled. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  vest  certain  parts  of  the  estate  of  William  Clark,  deceased, 
which  by  reason  of  alienage  in  the  devisee  had  devolved  to  the 
Delaware  State,  in  William  Clark  Frazer,  an  infant/'  reported  an 
amendment  thereto. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  was,  by  special  order,  read  a  second 
time  by  paragraphs,  and  an  amendment  being  proposed  thereto 
and  agreed  to,  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
srith  said  bill,  as  amended,  for  their  concurrence;  which  he  did 
accordingly. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  additional  supplement 
to  the  additional  supplement  to  the  supplement  of  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,' "  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  sent  for  concur- 
rence.    Which  was,  on  motion,  read. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "An  additional  supplement  to  an 
act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  limitation  of  actions  and  pro^vmg 
accounts  against  the  estate  of  persons  dying  within  this  State, 
was  committed  to  Mr.  Raymond  and  Mr.  Alexander,  to    report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted,  and     deliv- 
ered a  report  from  the  Auditor,  dated  January  25th,  179^ »    coTV" 
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taining  a  circumstantial  accoi 
which  was,  on  motion,  read,  ai 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'cl 


Frj 

Council  assembled.     Preseni 

Mr.  Lewis,  a  member  of  As; 
the  bill  entitled  "A  supplemen 
for  the  better  Relief  of  the  Poo 
1791/'  thus  acted  on: 

In  the  House  of  Assei 

The  amendments  not  agree 
this  House,  and  the  amendm 
agreed  to. 


On  motion,  ordered  that  saic 

Mr.  Robinson,  a  member  of 
livered  the  following  reports  fr< 
House,  viz: 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts 
transmitted  to  the  office  of  the 
of  the  United  States  the  accoui 
the  recruiting  service  during  th 
said  office  statements  of  severa 
are  in  a  condition  to  be  acted 
quefs,  which  is  sent  herewith, 
make  the  following  report: 

That,  charging  Capt.  Peter  Jac 
he  received  from  CoL  Hall  in 
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wlso  with  money  he  received  from  Geo.  Read,  Esq. , 
in  May,  1777, $    780  00 

jid  with  the  specie  value  of  $1,000  he  received  from 
Col.  Hall  in  June,  1778,  .    .   .    .    . 354  80 

here  remains  due  to  him,  in  specie,  the  sum  of 
^153  :  18  :  4,  equal  to 41040 

$1,805  30 
!qual  to  the  credit  given  this  State  by  the  United  States. 
Dover,  January  26th,  1792.  ELEAZER  McCOMB. 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  two  petitions 
f  George  Evans,  of  New  Castle  County,  begs  leave  to  report: 

With  respect  to  the  first  petition,  dated  January  2d,  1792,  that 
t  the  time  allowances  were  made  to  the  lieutenants  and  sub-lieu- 
enants  of  Kent  and  Sussex  Counties,  it  was  alleged,  by  one  or 
lore  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  from  New  Castle 
bounty,  that  those  officers  for  that  county  would  not  exhibit  any 
harge  for  their  service,  but  would  be  contented  with  the  Militia, 
ines  they  had  received,  or  were  to  receive,  under  the  law.     This 
he  Auditor  took  for  granted,  as  no  account  appeared  of  any 
tioney  paid  by  them,  on  account  of  fines,  to  the  State  Treasurer  ; 
,nd  although  the  declaration  of  these  gentlemen  doth  not   pre- 
lude the  demand,  the  Auditor  is  of  opinion  that  no  allowance 
whatever  ought  to  be  made  to  the  lieutenant  or  sub-lieu  ten  ants 
>f  New  Castle  County  for  their  services  until  the  Militia  fines    re- 
vived by  them  are  duly  accounted  for. 

With,  respect  to  the  second  petition,  dated  January  4th,  1792, 
he  Auditor  is  of  opinion,  that  as  Francis  Wade  was  an  officer 
>f  the  United  States,  and  not  accountable  to  this  State  for  His 
:onduct  in  the  transaction  of  his  business,  anyjust  demand  wHich 
tfr.  Evans  may  have  against  him,  as  an  officer  of  the  United 
States,  should  be  exhibited  to  Congress. 

The  Auditor  begs  leave  further  to  mention  that  the  said  Geo. 
ivans,  acting  as  Commissary  under  the  appointment  and  orders 
)f  the  President  and  Privy  Council  of  this  State,  sold  and  dis- 
>osed  of  a  number  of  cattle,  &c,  to  a  considerable  amount,  in 
he  month  of  November,  1777,  of  the  sales  of  which  no  account 
lath  yet  been  rendered;  but  a  list  of  outstanding  debts,  amount- 
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»ng  to  £p92>  :  14  :  9,  hath  been  1 
tor's  office,  and,  by  his  own  c< 
hands  upwards  of  one  thousand 
received  on  account  of  said  prop< 

The  Auditor,  having  heretofo 
summons,  to  appear  in  his  office 
neglecting  so  to  do,  caused  a  suil 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
still  depending;  and  the  Auditoi 
ought  to  collect  the  debts  he  ha 
count  for  what  he  has  received, 
have  been  lost  through  his  neglec 

Dover,  January  19th,  1792. 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts  begs  1 

To  James  Adams,  for  printing  f 
ceedings  of  the  House  of  Assei 
of  January,  1791,  14  sheets,  @ 

And  for  printing  the  Votes  and 
ings  of  the  sessions  of  Octotx 
3^6  sheets,  @  28s., 

To  Frederick  Craig  &  Co.,  for 
the  Laws  of  the  January  sessi 
taining  g^  sheets,  @  30s., 

To  Brynberg  &  Andrews,  for  pi 
in  the  Delaware  Gazette  the  re 
of  the  General  Assembly  resj 
convention, 

For  printing  the  Votes  and  Pre 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  at 
sions  of  September,  1791,  3  s 
28s., 

And  for  printing  the  Laws  passe 
session  of  October,  1791,  \% 
@3os 


Dover,  January  24th,  1792. 
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The  Auditor  of  Accounts  begs  leave  to  report  that  there  is  due: 

ro  James  Adams,  for  printing  the  Votes  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  of  Assembly  at  the  session 
of  January,  1791,  containing  14  sheets, 
@  28s ^19  120 

\nd  for  printing  the  Votes  and  Proceed- 
ings of  the  session  of  October,  1791, 
3>£  sheets,  @  28s., 4  18  o 

^24  10  o 

ro  Frederick  Craig  &  Co.,  for  printing 

the  Laws  of  the  January  session,  1791, 

containing  9^  sheets,  @  30s.,    ....  14    5  o 

ro  Brynberg  Sc  Andrews,  for  printing  the 

Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the  House  of 

Assembly  at  the  session  of  September, 

1791,  3  sheets,  @  28s., ^4    40 

\nd  for  printing  the.  Laws  passed  at  the 

session  of  Oct.,  1791,  ij4  sheets  @  30s.,       250 

690 


^45     4  o 
Dover,  January  24th,  1792.  ELEAZER  McCOMB. 

Mr.  Robinson  also  delivered  a  paper  containing  as  follows,  viz: 
In  the  House  of  Assembly,  A.  M.,  February  3d,  1792. 

The  several  reports  of  the  Auditor,  sent  herewith,  are  agreed 
:o,  and  sent  to  Council  for  concurrence. 

For  JAMES  BOOTH,  C/9  &> 

FRANCIS  MANY. 

On  motion,  the  Auditor's  reports  were  read  and  committed  to 
VIr.  Raymond  and  Mr.  Alexander,  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "An  additional  supplement  to 
he  additional  supplement  to  the  supplement  of  an  act  entitled 
An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves,  and  for  other 
mioses,'  "  was  committed  to  Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Raymond, 
0  report  thereon. 

Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
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Frid 


Council  assembled. 


Mr.  Cooper,  one  of  the  coran 
bill  entitled  "An  additional  supf 
ment  to  the  supplement  of  an  ac 
exportation  of  slaves,*  M  requesi 
on  said  bill,  and  asked  leave  to  I 
was  granted  him  accordingly. 

Mr.  Barker,  a  member  of  Asi 
ered  the  following  resolution  r  \h 

In  the  House  of  Assemb] 

Resolved \  That  the  Commissi* 
Town  of  Dover  shall  be  allows 
surer  for  the  sum  of  Bve  hundi 
monies  that  shall  come  into  hi! 
for  the  use  of  the  said  Court  He 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Genen 

Sent  for  concurrence. 


Which,  on  motion,  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  wai 
presented  their  report,  which  wj 

On  motion,  the  Auditor's  rep< 
Evans,  dated  the  19th  January, 
sum  due  to  Capt.  Peter  Jacquet 
his  report  respecting  the  sums  d 
^45  14:0,  dated  the  24th  Jam 
and  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  Auditor's  rej 
the  printers,  amounting  to  £4.6 
1792,  was  read  and  rejected. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  *' 
additional  supplement  to  the  su 
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act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses/ "  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  the  following  resolution: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  February  3d,  1792. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  intention  of  this  House  to  conclude 
the  present  session  to-morrow  evening. 

For  JAMES  BOOTH,  CVk, 
FRANCIS  MANY. 
Which,  by  order,  was  read. 

Mr.  Draper,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  February  3d,  1792. 

Resolved,  That  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Convention  of 
this  State  that  have  or  may  accrue,  which  are  not  provided  for 
by  the  resolution  of  September  last,  be  now  provided  for,  and 
that  the  President  of  said  Convention  be  empowered  to  draw 
upon  the  State  Treasurer  an  order  or  orders  for  the  discharge 
of  such'  expenses,  at  such  time  or  times  as  he  shall  conceive 
necessary,  so  that  such  order  or  orders  be  approved  of  by  said 
Convention. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  For  JAMES  BOOTH,  CVk, 

Sent  for  concurrence.  FRANCIS  MANY. 

Which  was,  on  motion,  read. 

A  petition,  signed  by  sundry  inhabitants  of  New  Castle  Coun- 
ty, and  the  following  petition  and  address  of  Warner  Mifflin,  was 
presented  to  the  Chair,  and,  by  order,  read,  viz:* 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  'joint 
committee  on  the  subject  of  finance,  reported  a  bill  entitled  t4A.n 
act  for  expediting  the  collection  of  arrearage  taxes,  and  for  other 
purposes;0  which  was,  on  motion,  read. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  a    secotva 
time  by  paragraphs  and  passed  Council. 

*  Not  recorded. 
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Ordered,   That  Mr,  Alexander 

bly  and  deliver  said  bill  for  thei 
Auditor's  report,  as  acted  upon 
cording!  y. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-mor 


Saturday 

Council  assembled,     Present  as 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re: 
ditional  supplement  to  an  act  em 
of  actions  and  proving  accounts 
dying  within  this  State, '  '  *  report) 
ments. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  read  a 
by  paragraphs,  and  sundry  ame 
agreed  to,  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Raymond  \ 
with  said  bill  and  proposed  amen 
which  he  did  accordingly. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Assem 
an  act  entitled  '  'An  act  to  authoi 
Ridgely,  the  executors  of  Charle 
convey  unto  Daniel  Mifflin  a  ce 
Murderkill  Hundred,  Kent  Coun 
by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  no 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  t 
priating"  the  sum  of  ^550  to  the  us 
was  read  and  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Cooper  wa 
and  return  said  resolution;  which 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afte 
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Saturday,  February  4th,  1792,  P.  M. 
Council  assembled. 

Mr.  Batson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  re- 
urned  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  expediting  the  collection  of 
irrearage  taxes,  and  other  purposes,"  concurred  in  and  passed 
>y  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Ordered  that  said  bill  be  now  engrossed. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
lelivered  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  appropriation  of  the  sum 
>f  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  toward  finishing  the  chambers 
n  the  Court  House  of  Kent  County,  for  the  use  of  the  Legisla- 
te, and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
ind  sent  for  concurrence.     Which  was,  on  motion,  read. 

Mr.  McKennan  also  delivered  the  following  report  from  the 
\uditor,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
sent  for  concurrence,  viz: 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts  bees  leave  to  report:   That  Andrew 

Barratt,  Esq.,  late  High  Sheriff  of  Kent  County,  hath  exhibited 

in  account — 

For  attending  the  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Ap- 
peals, 14  days,  at  different  sessions,  from  October, 
1788,  to  June,  1 791,  inclusive,  at  7  :  6  per  diem,    .  £     5     5  o 

Summoning  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
for  Kent  County,  in  June,  1789,  and  Sept.,  1791,  .  500 

A.nd  for  serving  10  summonses,  issued  by  the  Audi- 
tor in  behalf  of  the  State,  in  1789, 2  10  o 

^12  15  ° 
Which  the  Auditor  is  of  opinion  ought  to  be  allowed  and  passed 
;o  the  credit  of  his  account.      .  ELEAZER  McCOMB. 

Dover,  February  3d,  1792. 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly,  4th  February,  1792:  Agreed  *°. 

For  JAMES  BOOTH,  C7l*k, 
F.  MANY. 
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On  motion,   the  foregoing  r 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Asi 
ered  the  following  report  from  t 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts,  to 

exhibited  by  the  executors  of  ( 
having  considered  the  same,  be] 
due  to  his  estate,  for  public  se 
him  in  the  execution  of  the  laws 
be  credited,  the  following  sums, 

For  sending  David  Harper  to  ; 

tend  the  sales  of  George  Ban 

29  days  attendance  at  the  sales  c 

to  sundry  delinquent  collecto 

at  different  times,  including  e 

Expenses  of  printing  advertisei 

setting  them  up 

The  same  expense  and  trouble  1 
A  deed  of  conveyance  and  ackn 
Expenses  of  advertising,      ,    . 
Attending  the  Trustee  of  the 
County,  receiving  and  countir 
from  Kent  and  Sussex  Coun 
same,  together  with  sundry  0 
Expenses  of  printing  Treasury 
Issuing  Treasury  notes  for  ^52 
hundred  pounds,  ,    ,    .    „    , 


Dover,  February  2dp  1792. 
"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
Sent  for  concurrence. 


On  motion,   the  foregoing  n 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKennan,    a  member 
presented  the  following  resolutit 
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In  the  House  of  Assembly,  February  4th,  1792. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Taylor,  late  Collector  of  the  State  Tax 
Kent  County,  t>e  allowed  four  per  cent,  for  the  collection  of 
e  State  tax  for  the  year  1785,  on  the  final  settlement  of  his  ac- 
>unts  with  the  Auditor. 

A  true  extract  from  the  minutes. 

For  JAMES  BOOTH,  CVk. 

F.  MANY. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read,  considered  and 
freed  to. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  allowing 
mes  Delaplaine  four  per  cent,  for  the  collection  of  the  State  Tax 
'  I785i  presented  to  Council  for  concurrence  the  28th  January, 
as  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  appropriation  of 
e  sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  toward  finishing  the 
lambers  in  the  Court  House  of  Kent  County,  for  the  use  of  the 
egislature,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  to  postpone  said  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
ative. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
Imitted  and  presented  the  following  resolution,  together  with 
e  bills  therein  mentioned,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
'  Assembly,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  A.  M.,  February  4th,  1792. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  affix  the 
reat  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  acts: 

1.  "An  act  to  supply  the  loss  of  a  deed  made  in  or    about 
e  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  by  Simon 
ixon  to  John  Way,  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Mitt  CreeK 
undred,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle  ;M 

2.  "An  act  for  enlarging  the  corporate  powers  of  the  Trvistees 
the  New  Castle  Commons ;" 

3.  "An  act  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors  of  a  cr^x^avtv 
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tract  of  meadow  ground,  mars 
end  of  the  Town  of  New  Cast! 
the  banks,  dykes  and  sluices  b 

4.  i4An  act  for  enabling  Eli: 
across  the  head  of  the  waters  o 
Rock  Hole,  in  Indian  River  I 
for  the  condemnation  of  a  sma 
side  of  said  waters,  for  the  use 
yard;" 

5,  '  'An  act  to  vest  certain  p 
deceased,  which  by  reason  of  al 
to  the  Delaware  State,  in  Willi 

6+  "An  act  to  prevent  swine 
Camden  and  certain  bounds  an 

7,  "An  additional  supplenu 
actions  and  proving  accounts  a 
within  this  State. ,r 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKeni 

the  above  resolution,  for  thei 
therein  mentioned,  in  order  1 
Speaker  of  that  House, 


On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  above  me 
Speaker  of  Council;  which  wa 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  Speakei 
grossed  bills;  which  he  did  ac< 

1 .  '  'An  act  for  the  more  e; 
debts;" 

2.  "A  supplementary  act  t 
better  Relief  of  the  Poor/  p; 
day  of  January,  one  thousand 
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3.  "An  act  to  authorize  Ann  Ridgely  and  Nicholas  Ridgely, 
ie  executors  of  Charles  Ridgely,  Esq.,  deceased,  to  convey  unto 
)aniel  Mifflin  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situate  in  Murdefkill  Hun- 
red,  Kent  County ;" 

4.  "An  act  for  expediting  the  collection  of  arrearage  taxes, 
nd  other  purposes." 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Alexander  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
nd  deliver  the  above  mentioned  bills,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
igned  by  the  Speaker  of  that  House;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

Council  made  the  following  allowances: 

"o  the  Honorable  George  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Speaker, 

for  30  days'  attendance  and  mileage,    .    .    .    .  £  29  10    o 

[Y>  Nehemiah  Tilton,  Esq.,  for  35  days'  attendance 

and  mileage, 23  10    o 

[0  Archibald  Alexander,  Esq.,  for  28  days'  attend- 
ance and  mileage, 19     1     o 

ro  James  Raymond,  Esq.,  for  28  days'  attendance 

and  mileage, 17     7     o 

ro  Isaac  Cooper,  Esq. ,  for  30  days'  attendance  and 

mileage, 20  10     o 

ro  Rhoads  Shankland,  Esq.,  for  21  days'  attend- 
ance and  mileage, 14  17      o 

ro  Charles  Nixon,  for  28  days'  attendance  and  en- 
grossing,          29     1       o 

ro  Thomas  Wild,    for  32  days'   attendance  and 

charge  of  firewood,  candles,  &c, 24     3       1 

ro  John  Clayton  and  George  Cummins,  Esquires, 
executors  of  John  Gordon,  Esq.,  for  sundries 
furnished  by  him  for  the  use  of  Council  Cham- 
ber,         10      6       4-^4 

^188      5    "# 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer,   and 
igned  by  the  Speaker,  for  the  above  sums.  . 

Whereupon  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  accordingly - 

Adjourned  to  the  20th  October  next. 
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VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


SPECIAL  SESSION,  MAY,  1792. 


Tuesday,  May  the  1st,  1792. 

Council  assembled.     A  quorum  not  attending,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday,  the  2d  May,  1792,  A.  M. 


Wednesday,  the  2d  May,  1792,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.  Present,  the  Honorable  George  Mitchell, 
Esq. ,  Speaker ;  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Raymond,  Mr.  Shankland,  and 
Mr.  Cooper. 

Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Wednesday,  the  2d  May,  1792,  P.  M. 
Council  assembled. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Raymond  wait  on  the  House 
rf  Assembly  with  the  following  engrossed  bills  passed  the  last 
session,  together  with  the  originals,  for  the  reexamination  and 
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inspection  of  that  House  previous 
for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  said 

i.  "An  act  to  supply  the  loss  c 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundr 
Dixon  to  John  Way,  for  two  hund 
Hundred,  in  the  County  of  New  C 

2.  * ' An  act  for  enabling  Elisha 
across  the  head  of  the  waters  of  In 
Rock  Hole,  in  Indian  River  Hun 
for  the  condemnation  of  a  small  j 
side  of  said  waters,  for  the  use  of ; 
yard;" 

3.  "An  act  to  vest  certain  parts 
deceased,  which  by  reason  of  ali 
volved  to  the  Delaware  State,  in  "W 

4.  "An  act  to  prevent  swine  rui 
Camden,  and  certain  bounds  and  1 

5.  "An  additional  supplement 
the  limitation  of  actions  and  provi 
of  persons  dying  within  this  State 

Mr.  Raymond  delivered  the  at 
with  their  originals,  agreeable  to  0 

Mr.  Barratt,  a  member  of  the  h 
ted  and  presented  the  following  res 
read : 

In  the  House  of  Assembly  o 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  secon 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will 
business  but  what  is  absolutely  nee 
speedy  measures  for  completing  t 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  tha 
copy  of  this  resolution. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

JAMES 
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On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Raymond,  and  Mr.  Cooper 
be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  appropriating  the 
surplusage  of  interest  over  and  above  the  sums  necessary  to  pay 
:>ff  the  interest  on  the  loans  made  to  the  United  States  on  the  as- 
sumed debt  of  this  State. 

Council  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  May  3d,  1792,  A-  **• 

Council  assembled.    Present  as  yesterday,  and  Mr.  Alexa^^  » 
who  attended  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Maxwell,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  w^s 
mitted  and  presented  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  Sta/t^> 

Thursday,  A.  M.,  May  3,    x79a' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  seconded  by  Mr.  McKennax*, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  now  adjourn  to  three  o'clocl^.  rveek 
ifternoon,  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Hale,  at  **u5~?^      V>us\- 
Cross  Roads,  and  there  sit  for  the  transaction  of  the  puolxc: 
less. 
Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTW  , 

Sent  for  concurrence.  CV  k  of  Assembly- 

On  motion,  the  above  resolution   was    read,  considers 
igreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  wait  on  the  House  off  Assembly 
ind  return  the  said  resolution;  which  he  did  accordingly- 

Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon,  to  meet   at  the 
louse  of  Thomas  Hale,  at  Duck  Creek  Cross-Roads. 
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Duck  Creek  Crc 

At  the  Hoi 

Thi 
Council  assembled. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  t 
in  force  an  act  for  the  amending 
made  in  the  act  entitled  f  An  act 
accounts  of  this  State,  and  for  t 
the  same/  Hl  which  was,  on  mc 
Cooper  and  Mr.  Alexander,  to  r 

Adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to- mot 


Council  assembled.     Present  a 

The  committee  to  whom  was  1 
continuing  in  force  an  act  for  tl 
provisions  made  in  the  act  ent 
arranging  the  accounts  of  this  S 
settlement  of  the  same,"  reporte 
should  be  passed  into  a  law. 

On  motion ,  by  special  order,  1 
by  paragraphs  and  passed  Counc 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Shankland 
with  said  bill,  for  their  coneurren 

The  committee  appointed  on 
bill  entitled   "An  act  to  approp 
from  the  unsubscribed  part  of  th 
which  was,  on  motion,  read. 
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On  motion,  by  special  order,   the  above  mentioned  bill  was 
read  a  second  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  said  bill,  for  their  concurrence;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Friday,  May  4th,  1792,  P.  M. 

Council  assembled. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
presented  the  following  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  with  the  following  resolution  of  that  House,  and  the 
engrossed  bills  therein  specified,  viz: 

The  committee  to  compare  the  several  engrossed  bills  passed 
at  the  last  sitting  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  to  which  the 
Great  Seal  hath  not  been  affixed,  report  that  they  have  carefully 

Eerformed  the  service  committed  to  them,  and  now  deliver  to  the 
louse  the  said  engrossed  bills,  which  are  accurately  conformed 
to  the  original  draughts.  W.  McKENNAN, 

15  *  WINGATE  CANNON. 

In  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 

Friday,  A.  M.,  May  4th,  1792. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  affix  the 
Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  acts  passed  during  the 
last  sitting  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  wit: 

1.  "An  act  for  enabling  Elisha  Dickerson  to  erect  a  mill-dam 
across  the  head  of  the  waters  of  Indian  River,  near  a  place  called 
Rock  Hole,  in  Indian  River  Hundred,  Sussex  County,  and  for 
the  condemnation  of  a  small  piece  of  fast  land,  on  the  south  side 
of  said  waters,  for  the  use  of  a  grist  and  saw-mill,  with  a  log 
yard;" 
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2.  M  An  act  to  authorize  Ann 

executors  of  Charles  Ridgely,  Es 
Daniel  Mifflin  a  certain  parcel  of 
dred,  Kent  County  j" 

3.  4IA  supplementary  act  to 
better  Relief  of  the  Poor/  passec 
of  January,  one  thousand  seven 

4.  MAn  act  to  enlarge  the  cor 
the  New  Castle  Commons;" 

5.  *  *  An  act  to  enable  the  own 
tract  of  meadow  ground,  marsh 
end  of  the  Town  of  New  Castle, 
the  banks,  dykes  and  sluices  bel< 

6.  MAn  act  for  expediting  tr 
and  for  other  purposes;" 

7.  "An  act  to  vest  certain  par 
deceased,  which,  by  reason  of  i 
volved  to  the  Delaware  State,  i 
fant;" 

8.  "An  act  to  prevent  swine  t 
Camden,  and  certain  bounds  anc 

9.  "An  act  to  supply  the  lo 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hi 
Dixon  to  John  Way,  for  two  hui 
Hundred,  in  the  County  of  New 

10.  "An  additional  suppleme 
the  limitation  of  actions  and  pro 
of  persons  dying  within  this  Sta1 

rr.  *'An  act  for  the  more  esu 
debts. " 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  resc 
concurred  in. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,   I  792.  I  267 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Raymond  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  the  said  resolution,  concurred  in,  together  with  the 
engrossed  bills  therein  mentioned;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Shankland  and  Mr.  Tilton  be  a  committee 
to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  to  know  his  reasons  for 
not  commissioning  the  person  chosen  the  last  sitting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  as  fourth  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
for  the  County  of  Sussex. 

The  committee  returned  and  reported  that  they  had  waited 
on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  he  informed  them  that  he 
had  not  had  official  information  of  the  appointment  of  a  Justice 
at  the  last  session,  and  requested  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  General  Assembly  on  that  occasion,  that  he  would  then  give 
his  reasons  in  writing. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  furnish  him  with  said  copy;  which 
he  did  accordingly. 

On  recurring  to  the  minutes  of  Council  at  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly,  in  Council  Chamber,  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Cooper's  name  was  not  entered 
in  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  was  ordered  by  the  Council  the 
morning  following,  but  omitted,  and  as  Mr.  Cooper  was  present 
at  the  time  the  question  was  taken,  his  name  was,  by  his  own 
request  and  order  of  Council,  inserted  as  yea. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
presented  the  following  resolution  of  that  House,  which  was,  by 
order,  read,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Friday,  P.  M.,  May  4th,  1792. 

Whereas  John  Clayton,  who  declared  he  spoke  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  of  Kent  County,  hath,  as  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  completing  the  Court  House  in  Dover,  insulted 
the  Legislature  of  this  State  by  denying  them  the  use  of  the 
chambers  heretofore  occupied  by  the  General  Assembly  for 
holding  their  sessions,  requiring  them  to  be  delivered  up  for  the 
use  of  workmen  employed  about  the  building,  in  consequence 
of  which  both  Houses  have  adjourned  the  sessions  to  Duck  Creek 
Cross-Roads;  therefore 
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Resolved  unammousiyl  That, 

Assembly,  the  Legislature  of  th 
to  the  caprice  of  any  individual 
be  proper  for  them  to  hold  their 
until  the  Levy  Court  of  Kent 
authority,  shall,  by  an  explicit  a 
chambers  in  the  said  Court  Houi 
the  Legislature  heretofore  expres 

Ordered,  That  the  above  resol 
their  consideration  and  concuirei 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

JAS, 

Mr,  Maxwell,  a  member  of  A 
sented  the  following  message  froi 
together  with  the  inclosures  the 
order,  read,  viz: 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assem 

A  majority  of  the  Legislativi 
represented  to  me  that  a  meeting 
great  public  utility,  and  request 
should  be  convened  on  the  first  c 
therefore,  on  the  eighteenth  day 
mons  for  that  purpose,  which  I 
you, 

A  letter,  dated  the  23d  ulto., 
me  from  Thomas  McKean  an> 
attorneys  of  the  late  proprietar 
unappropriated  lands  in  this  S 
fines,  and  monies  in  arrear,  whic 
of  the  said  late  proprietaries,  1 
to  make  this  communication  t< 
Secretary  to  lay  the  same  befon 
eration. 

The  Secretary  will  also  delive: 
Esquire,  dated  the  16th  ulto.,  o: 
the  Peace  for  the  County  of  New 
of  John  Clayton,  Esquire,  dated 
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Ion  of  third  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
*ourt  for  the  County  of  Kent 

I  have  also  directed  to  be  laid  before  you  a  letter  of  the  31st 
f  January  last,  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Georgia, 
nclosing  a  concurrent  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
hat  State,  instructing  their  Senators  to  move  that  the  doors  of 
le  Senate  of  the  United  States  be  kept  open,  whilst  sitting  in 
tieir  legislative  capacity. 

The  act  of  Assembly  entitled  "An  act  to  render  parts  of  divers 
cts  of  Assembly,  and  certain  law  proceedings,  more  conformable 
d  the  present  Constitution,*  operates,  in  many  instances,  very 
ijuriously  by  restricting  the  several  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions 
1  issuing  recommendations  for  the  keeping  of  nouses  of  public 
ntertainment  to  the  session  annually  held  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
uary,  whereas,  in  a  great  variety  of  cases,  the  performance  of 
hat  duty  can  be  exercised  at  a  subsequent  session,  if  requisite, 
lore  beneficially,  both  to  the  public  and  the  parties  interested. 
Tie  inconvenience  complained  of  might  be  remedied  with  great 
icility,  and  I  therefore  recommend  it  to  the  attention  of  your 
onors.  J.  CLAYTON. 

Dover,  May  2d,  1792. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  May  5th,  1792,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  yes- 
irday,  respecting  the  adjournment  to  this  place,  was  read  and 
on-concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tilton  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
eliver  the  following  verbal  message,  together  with  the  following 
^solution,  for  their  concurrence: 
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Verbal  Message  to  th 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council,  having  taken  int< 
your  honorable  body,  of  yesterd 
journment  of  the  present  session 
thought  proper  to  return  the  s 
together  with  a  resolution  unar 
purporting  the  same,  but  more 
selves  that  it  will  meet  with  your 

Whereas  the  Legislature,  a 
prevented  sitting  in  the  Court  I 
House  Commissioners  refusing  th 
occupied  by  them;  on  which  refu 
cured  a  room  for  their  accommod 
bly  having  taken  possession  of  th 
merly  occupied  by  them,  and  duri 
Clayton,  who  declared  he  spoke 
Kent  County,  did,  as  one  of  the 
the  Court  House,  in  Dover,  requc 
of  Assembly,  and  upon  being  1 
Assembly  the  use  of  the  chamb 
sessions,  demanding  them  to  be  d 
111  en  employed  about  the  building 
for  the  want  of  proper  rooms  fo 
adjourned  to  Duck  Creek  Cross-] 

Resolved  unanimously.  That, 
Assembly,  the  Legislature  of  this 
to  the  caprice  of  any  individual  ii 
be  proper  for  them  to  hold  their  1 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  th 
it  is  hereby  recommended  to  said 
meeting  of  the  Legislature,  undei 
Creek  Cross- Roads,  unless  the  L 
some  other  proper  authority,  shall 
to  the  use  of  the  Legislature  the 
Court  House,  agreeable  to  the  int 
t<  kfore  expressed,  and  furnish  the 
ings. 

Mr.  Tilton  reported  that  he  h 
resolution  agreeable  to  order. 
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Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  presented 
bill  entitled  "A  supplement  to  tne  act  for  expediting  the  eol- 
ation of  the  arrearage  taxes/ '  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
nd  sent  for  concurrence,  which  was,  on  motion,  read. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
resented  sundry  petitions,  signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants 
f  New  Castle  County,  praying  an  act  to  incorporate  a  company 
>r  the  purpose  of  cutting  and  making  a  canal  and  lock  navigation 
om  the  headwaters  of  the  Brandywine  Creek  down  along  the 
ime  into  the  Borough  of  Wilmington,  together  with  the  follow- 
ig  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Friday,  P.  M.,  May  4th,  1792. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  General  Assembly  that  a 
anal  and  lock  navigation  on  the  waters  of  Brandywine  River, 
xtending  from  Chester  County,  in  Pennsylvania,  through  part 
f  New  Castle  County  to  the  Borough  of  Wilmington,  is  prac- 
cable,  and,  if  executed,  would  be  attended  with  great  advantage 
:>  the  agricultural  and  commercial  interests  of  both  States,  this 
General  Assembly,  willing  to  encourage  designs  of  such  public 
tility,  do 

Resolve^  That be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  com- 

lissioners  on  the  part  of  this  State  to  view  the  grounds  through 
'hich  the  said  canal  is  intended  to  pass,  and,  in  conjunction  with 
thers  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  to  note  down  the  elevations 
nd  distances  by  plot  and  survey,  and  to  make  an  estimate  of 
le  probable  expense,  and  report  their  proceedings  to  the  next 
General  Assembly,  to  whom  it  is  recommended  to  make  an 
dequate  allowance  to  the  said  commissioners  for  their  time, 
•ouble,  and  expense  in  the  performance  of  the  said  duty. 

Names  of  the  commissioners  proposed:  William  McKennan, 
Isquire,  Mr.  James  Morris,  Mr.  John  Tennant,  Mr.  Charles  Pope, 
nd  Daniel  Rodgers,  Esquire. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  Assembly. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  and  non-concur- 
id  in. 
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Mn  Robinson,  a  member  o 
returned  the  bill  entitled  "An  2 
the  amending  and  continuing 
entitled  *  An  act  for  auditing  an 
State,  and  for  the  more  effectual 
amendment  proposed  thereto  b 
was,  on  motion,  read  and  concu 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  ! 

On  motion,  by  special  order. 

The  bill  entitled  "A  supplerm 
expediting  the  collection  of  the 
poses/  '*  was  read  a  second  t 
Council 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper  n 
of  Assembly;  which  he  did  acc< 

Mr.  Til  ton  laid  on  the  table  tl 

Whereas  a  number  of  the  in 
their  petition  to  this  General  As 
lock  navigation  on  the  waters 
from  Chester  County,  in  Penns; 
County  to  the  Borough  of  W 
executed,  would  be  attended  wi 
cultural  and  commercial  intere 
Assembly,  willing  to  encourage 

Resolve i  That —  be  and 

missi oners  on  the  part  of  this  £ 
to  view  the  ground  thro'  which 
and,  in  conjunction  with  others 
note  down  the  elevation  and  dis 
make  an  estimate  of  the  probab 
ceedings  to  the  next  General  A 
doners  make  compensation  to 
time,  trouble,  and  expense  in  tl 

Names  of  the  commissioners 
Shallcross,  Eleazar  MeComb,  1 
Hollings worth,  Esquires. 

On  motion,  said  resolution  W£ 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tilton  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  said  resolution,  for  their  concurrence;  which  he  did  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  Presi- 
dent, delivered  the  following  communication  from  his  Excellency, 
which  was,  by  order,  read: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council: 

Your  committee  have  communicated  to  me  a  message  from 
your  honorable  House,  desiring  to  know  my  reasons  for  not 
commissioning  the  person  chosen  the. last  sitting  of  the  General 
Assembly,  as  fourth  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
the  County  of  Sussex. 

By  the  12th  section  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State  it  is  de- 
clared that  the  President  and  the  General  Assembly  shall,  by 
joint   ballot,  appoint  the   Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,   the 
Judge  of  Admiralty,  and  the  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts.     And,  in  the  seventh  section  of  the 
said  Constitution,  it  is  declared  that,  on  the  death,  inability,  or 
absence  of  the  President  from  the  State,  the  Speaker  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  Vice-President, 
&c.      It  is  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  President  and  General  As- 
sembly only  that  a  constitutional  appointment  of  a  Justice  of  the 
Courts    of  Common  Pleas   of  the  County  of  Sussex,  aforesaid, 
could,    at  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  have  been 
made,  as  no  inability  on  my  part,  nor  absence  from  the  State, 
could  have  authorized  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  the  Presi- 
dent by  any  other  person,  agreeable  to  the  provision  contained 
in  the  seventh  section  of  the  Constitution. 

The  President  of  the  State,  where  neither  inabilily  nor  absence 
from  the  State  takes  place,  is  a  constituent  part  of  the  body 
constitutionally  vested  with  those  appointments,  and  not  being 
required  by  the  Constitution  or  any  law  of  this  State  to  be  con- 
stantly attendant  on  the  General  Assembly,  ought,  I  conceive,  to 
have  received  a  notification  to  attend  for  the  purpose  of  proceed- 
ing to  such  appointments,  and  in  this  opinion  I  was  warranted  by 
the  invariable  practice  of  the  Legislature  on  every  similar  occasion 
which  has  occurred  since  the  Revolution. 

In  the  present  instance  of  an  election  of  a  person  as  fourth 
160 
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Justice  of  the  Court  of  Commoi 
although  I  had  been  for  many  da 
of  the  Legislature  was  held,  an 
within  the  State,  and  exercising 
received  any  notification  or  infoi 
of  the  General  Assembly  to  pro 
the  said  election  was  made  w 
present  thereat,  I  cannot  but  d 
these  circumstances  I  consider  r 
to  the  public  in  the  character  < 
obligation  of  my  oath,  to  refus 
thus  unconstitutionally  elected 
Common  Pleas  for  the  County  o 

Duck  Creek  Cross- Roads,  Mz 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Shank  lam 
and  deliver  the  following  verbal 
ingly,  vis: 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council  propose  to  the  hi 
meeting  of  the  General  Assem 
12  o'clock,  in  order  to  put  in  r 
shall  be  chosen  a  Justice  to  si 
of  Common  Pleas  in  the  Coun 
death  of  Peter  Fretwell  Wright 
i nation  persons  out  of  whom  sh 
the  vacancy  in  the  Court  of  C 
Kent,  occasioned  by  the  resigna 

Mr.  Maxwell,  a  member  of  i 
turned  the  foregoing  message  z 
adjournment  of  the  General  A 
Roads,  disagreed  to  by  the  H01 
totion  respecting  said  adjournnn 
by  Council,  adhered  to  by  the  r 

Mr,  Maxwell  also  presented 
was,  by  order,  read,  V12: 
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In  the  House  of  Assembly,  May  5th,  1792,  A.  M. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  intention  of  this  House  to  conclude 
the  present  session  this  afternoon  at  one  o'clock,  and  that  a  copy 
of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  information. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  Council  respecting  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  General  Assembly  to  Duck  Creek  Cross-Roads, 
disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  adhered  to,  as 
amended,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respect- 
ing said  adjournment,  rejected  by  Council  and  adhered  to  by  that 
House,  was,  on  motion,  still  rejected  by  Council. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Cooper  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  the  last  mentioned  resolutions;  which  he  did  accord- 
ingly. 

Adjourned  for  one  hour. 


Saturday,  5th  May,  1792,  P.  M. 
Council  assembled. 

Mr.  Many,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
the  resolution  of  Council  respecting  the  canal  and  lock  naviga- 
tion, concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  the  blank  was 
filled  up  with  the  names  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Barratt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented the  following  resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  May  5th,  1792. 

Whereas  a  vacancy  hath  happened  in  the  representation  of 
the  County  of  Kent,  in  the  Convention,  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  James  Sykes,  Esg.,  and  it  is  expedient  that  the  same  be  sup- 
plied by  a  new  election;  therefore 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  recomm 
County  of  Kent  to  hold  an  elec 
Saturday,  the  nineteenth  day  of 
a  suitable  person  to  supply  the  a 
tion,  and  that  the  said  election 
completed  agreeable  to  the  dire* 
Assembly  in  the  third  of  their  1 
September,  one  thousand  seve: 
electing  deputies  to  compose  a  d 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  ; 
the  Sheriff  of  the  said  County  c 
to  give  due  notice  thereof,  agre> 
the  General  Assembly  aforesaid. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 
Sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion,  the  above  resolt 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander 
and  return  the  said  resolution;  w 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  \ 
entitled  "An  act  continuing  in  fo 
continuing  the  provisions  made 
the  auditing  and  arranging  the  a< 
more  effectual  settlement  of  the 
ingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper  w 
and  deliver  them  the  said  engr 
Speaker  of  that  House;  which  h 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  an  order  be  no' 
and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  G 
Esquire,  for  the  sum  of  ten  shillii 
ing  and  sending  an  express  to  on 

Whereupon  an  order  was  dnw 
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Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
eturned  the  resolution  of  Council  respecting  the  adjournment  of 
he  General  Assembly  to  Duck  Creek  Cross-Roads,  concurred  in 
>y  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  their  adherence  to  the  resolution 
>f  that  House  on  said  adjournment  receded  from. 

Mr.  McKennan  also  presented  the  following  resolution,  to- 
gether with  the  bills  therein  mentioned,  signed  by  the  Speaker 
>f  the  House  of  Assembly,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  May  5th,  1792,  P.  M. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  affix  the 
Sreat  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  acts: 

1.  "A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  expediting 
he  collection  of  arrearage  taxes,  and  other  purposes;'  " 

2.  "An  act  continuing  in  force  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
imending  and  continuing  the  provisions  made  in  the  act  enti- 
led 'An  act  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this 
5tate,  and  for  the  more  effectual  settlement  of  the  same.'  " 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly, 

On  motion, 

Ordered  That  the  Speaker  of  Council  do  now  sign  the  first 
nentioned  act  in  the  above  resolution. 

Whereupon  the  Speaker  signed  the  said  bill  accordingly. 

On  motion,  the  above  resolution,  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal, 
vas  read,  considered  and  agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  Mr. do  now  return  said  resolution;  which 

le  did  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  an  order  be  now  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer, 
tnd  signed  by  the  Speaker,  in  favor  of  John  White,  of  Wilmingt- 
on, for  the  sum  of  five  pounds  five  shillings,  for  making  a  pair 
)f  Venetian  blinds  for  forty-light  window,  agreeable  to  the  direc- 
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tion  of  John  Gordon,  deceasec 
House  at  Dover. 

.    Whereupon  an  order  was  dra 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary 
member  of  the  Convention  of  u 
lution  of  the  General  Assembl; 
journing  the  present  session  to 
before  the  next  meeting  of  the  C 
may  be  laid  before  the  Convent 

Council  made  the  following  al 

To  the  Honorable  George  Mit< 

for  6  days'  attendance  and 
To  Nehemiah  Tilton,  Esq.,  for  7 

mileage, 

To  Archibald  Alexander,  Esq. 

ance  and  mileage,    .    .    .    . 
To  James  Raymond  Esq.,  for  4 

mileage  (not  charged  or  or 
To  Rhoads  Shankland,  Esq.,  fi 

and  mileage, 

To  Isaac  Cooper,  Esq.,  for  6  « 

mileage, 

To  Charles  Nixon,  for  5  days' 

tary,  engrossing,  paper,  &c 
To  Thomas  Wild,  for  5  days' 

keeper  and  bell-ringer,    . 
To  James  Battell,  for  the  use  oft 


Council  adjourned  to  20th  Oc 


*  There  is  no  record  of  a  meeting  of 
adjourned,  a  new  Constitution  having 
day  of  June.  The  manuscript  next  in  o 
the  Senate,  the  General  Assembly  ha^ 
to  choose  Electors  for  President  and  V 
session  was  held  in  Dover. 
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